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0}~ BILL NO. 312J 
INTRODUCED BY b~ ~ ~~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RECODIFY AND REVISE 

THE PRESENT CODE GOVERNING FORMULATION OF COMPREHENSIVE 

HEALTH CENTERS; REPEALING SECTIONS 80-2401.1, B0-240 3, 

80-2405, 80-2406, 80-2407, 80-2407.1, B0-2408, 80-2409, 

80-2410, liND 80-2411, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LECISLATUFF. OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act: 

( 1) "Public mental health facility" means any public 

service or group of services offering mental health care on 

an inpatient or outpatient basis to the mentally ill. 

(2) "Community comprehensive mental health center" 

means a facility, not necessarily encompassed within one (1) 

building, offering at least the following six (6) basic 

mental health services to the public: 

(a) twenty-four (24) hour inpatient care: 

(b) part-time hospitalization; 

(c) outpatient service; 

(d) emergency service: 

(e) consultation and education in mental health; 

(f) precare and aftercare. 

(3) "Mental health clinic" means an outpatien: 
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facility offering mental health care to the public. 

(4) "Department" means the department of institutions. 

Section 2. Duties of depa rtrnent. The department 

shall: 

(1) take cognizance of matters affecting the mental 

health of the citizens of the state; 

(2) initiate preventive mental health activities of 

the statewide mental health programs, including, but not 

limited· to, the implementation of mental health care and 

treatment, prevention, and research as can best be 

accomplished by community centered services. Such means 

shall be utilized to initiate and operate these services in 

cooperation with local agencies as established under this 

act; 

(3) make scientific and medical research 

investigations relative to the incidence, cause, prevention, 

treatment, and care of the mentally ill: 

(4) collect and disseminate information relating to 

mental health; 

(5) prepare and maintain a comprehensive plan for the 

development of public mental health services in the state. 

The public mental health services shall include, but not be 

limited to, community comprehensive mental health centers, 

mental health clinics, traveling service units, consultative 

and educational services; 
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(~) provide by regulations for the examination of 

persons, who apply for examination or who are admitted 

either as inpatients or outpatients into Warm Springs state 

hospital or other public mental health facilities; 

(7) receive from agencies of the United States and 

other state agencies, persons or groups of persons, 

associations, firms or corporations, grants of money, 

receipts from fees, gifts, ,;upplies, materials, and 

contributions, for the development of mental health services 

within the state; 

(B) establish standards for public mental health 

facilities; 

(9) evaluate performance of public mental health 

facilities in compliance with federal and state standards. 

Section 3. Department~! contracts with mental health 

corporations. {1) The department may enter into contracts 

with regional mental health corporations for the purposes of 

the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of mental illness. 

Mental health corporations may be provided for directly by 

state agencies or indirectly through contract or cooperative 

arrange~ments with other agencies of government, regional or 

local, private or public agencies, private professional 

persons or hospitals, under rules adopted by the department. 

{2) State funas specifically appropriated for regional 

n1ental health service contracts shall be on a formula of 
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ninety percent (90%) state funds and ten percent (10%) 

county tax levy after United States government grant support 

and all other center incomes from preceding years are 

subtracted from the total budget requirement; provided 

however, that the corporation may maintain a reserve up to 

three (3) months of their annual operating cost. 

Furthermore, the department may establish a system whereby 

funds appropriated to the Warm Springs state hospital for 

patient care may be transferred to the community mental 

health services used to implement this act. If the patient 

loa~ at Warm Springs state hospital is reduced and these 

patients become patients of a community mental health 

service, a portion of the 

Springs state hospital may 

funds appropriated for Warm 

be used to supplement the 

regional budget, However, if those patients are returned to 

warm Springs state hospital from the community mental health 

services, these funds may revert back to the Warm Springs 

state hospital. The department may establish rules to 

implement this provision. 

Section 4. Nental health corporations. (1) Nental 

health regions shall be established in the state mental 

health plan and shall conform to the rre-;tal health regions 

as established in the state mental healt'< construction plan 

promulgated by the board of health and environmental 

sciences under the Federal Community Nental Health Centers 
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Act. 

(2) The mental health regions shall establish 

themselves under Title 15, chapter 23, R.C.H. 1947. Upon 

into incorporation, a mental health region may enter 

contracts with the department in order to carry out the 

department's comprehensive plan for mental health. These 

non-profit corporations shall not be considered agencies of 

the department or the state of Montana, however, they may 

retain and enter into retirement programs as established 

under Title 6B, the Public Er.nloyees Retirement Act. Upcn 

the establishment of the rr.ental health re9ions, the county 

commissioners in each of the various counties in tiH. region 

shall designate a person from their respective county to 

serve as a representative of the county on the regional 

men_tal health corporation board. The board shall be 

established under guidelines adopted by the bylaws of the 

corporation. All appointments to the board shall be for 

terms of two (2) years, and the department shall be notified 

in writing of all appointments. 

(3) The duties of an organized regional mental health 

corporation board include: 

(a) annual review and evaluation of mental health 

needs and services within the region: 

(b) preparation and submission to the department anti 

to each of the counties in the region of pla'1s and budget 
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proposals to provide and support mental health services 

within the region: 

(c) establishment of a recommended proportionate level 

of financial participation of each of the counties within 

the region in the provision of mental health service within 

the limits of this section: 

(d) receipt and administration of moneys and other 

support made available for the purposes of providing mental 

health services by the participating agencies, including 

grants from the United States government and other agencies, 

receipts for established fees for services rendered, tax 

moneys, gifts, donations, and any other type of support or 

inccme. All funds received by the board in accordance with 

this act shall be used to carry out 

act. 

the purposes of this 

(e) supervision of appropriate administrative staff 

personnel of the operation of community mental health 

services within the region: 

(f) keeping all records of the board and making 

reports required by the department. 

(4) Regional mental health board members shall be 

reimbursed from funds of the board for actual and necessary 

expenses incurred in attending meetings and in the discharge 

of board duties, when assigned by the board. 

(5) The board of mental health may submit, prior to 
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May 15 of each year, to the board of county commissioners of 

each cf the counties within the constituted mental health 

region an annual budget, specifying each county's 

recomn·encied proportionate share. If the board of county 

commissioners includes in the county budget the county's 

proportionate share of the regional boards budget, it shall 

be designated as a participating county. Funds for each 

8 participating county's proportionate share for the operation 

9 of mental health services within the region shall be derived 

10 from the county's general fund. If the general fund is 

11 insufficient to meet the approved budget, a levy not to 

12 exceed one (1] mill may be made en the taxable valuation of 

13 the county in addition to all other taxes allowed by law to 

14 

15 

16 

be levied on such property. 

(6) The regional board of mental 

approval of the department shall establish 

health with the 

a schedule of 

17 fees for mental health services. The fees may be received 

18 by the board and used to implement the budget in accordance 

19 Hith subsection (4] (2). 

20 Section 5. Continuation of services. Nothing in this 

21 act shall be construed to prevent the continuation of 

22 e."isting mental health services cr facilities. 

23 Section 6. Availability of services. The services of 

24 the department and of the incorporated regional mental 

25 health centers are available without c'.iscrimination on the 
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basis of race, color, creed, or ability to pay, and shall 

comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Section 7. Repealer. Sections 80-2401.1, 80-2403, 

80-2405, 80-2406, B0-2407, B0-2407.1, 80-2408, 80-2409, 

80-2410, and B0-2411, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA .. 
REQUEST NO. 253-75 

FISCAL NOTE 

Fom1 H/l /.'i 

In ,·ompll.tnct> w1th .t written request received ___ .Marc1Lto......1.9..Z5_~, 19 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
! • .l'l 

fnr .. Senate ~ill378 .... __ ._------pursuant to Chapter 53, laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly . 

• Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

.,. of the Legislature upon request. 

,.(: 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

•· " Senate Bill 378 recodifies and revises the present code governing formulation of comprehensive mental health centers, provides 

.r lor state funding and establishes regional mental health corporation boards. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Mental health centers will continue to operate at the current level. 

' .. 2. Under current law, the cost of mental health centers is funded 50% by the state and 50% by federal funds and local 

:;. qovernments. Under the proposed law, the cost of the centers after federal grant support will be funded 90% by the state 

and 10% by local governments. 

" 3. The federal government grant support will phase out in eight years. Thus, the amount of total cost to be funded 

. '"' 90%- 10% will increase yearly. 

4. Mental health centers will continue to bill patients and other entities for services provided. 

t· 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY 76 FY 17 ,. State contribution under current law $1,168,972 $1,302,834 

. .. 
f 

"' 
.·i 

• 

.. 

... 

State contribution under proposed law 1,853,683 2,094,637 

Increase in state expenditures $ 684,711 $ 791,803 

CONCLUSION: 

Enactment of Senate Bill 378 will result in estimated additional General Fund expenditure of $1.5 million during the 

1975-77 biennium. 

LONG-TERM IMPACT: 

In eight years when federal funds are no longer available, the state will contribute 90% of the total cost of the comprehensive 

mental health centers . 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: March 11 , 1975 
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SENATE BILL NO, 378 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH, FLYNN, DEVINE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RECODIFY AND REVISE 

THE PRESENT CODE GOVERNING FO~~ULATION OF COMPREHENSIVE 

HEALTH CENTERS1 REPEALING SECTIONS 80-2401,1, 80-24 03, 

80-2405, 80-2406, 80-2407, 80-2407.1, 80-2408, 80-2409, 

80-2410, AND 80-2411, R,C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Defi~itions. As used in this act: 

(1) "Public mental health facility" m~ans any public 

service or group of services offering mental health care on 

an inpatient or outpatient basis to the mentally ill. 

(2) "Community comprehensive mental health center• 

means a facility, not necessarily encompassed within one (1) 

building, offering at least the following six (6) basic 

mental health services to the public: 

(a) twenty-four (24) hour inpatient care1 

(b) part-time hospitalization1 

(c) outpatient service1 

(d) emergency service1 

(e) consultation and education in mental health1 

(f) precare and aftercare. 

(3) "Mental health clinic" means an 
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facility offering mental health care to the public. 

(4) "Department" means the department of institutions. 

Section 2. Duties of department. The department 

shall: 

(1) take cognizance of matters affecting the mental 

health of the citizens of the state: 

(2) initiate preventive mental health activities of 

the statewide mental health programs, including, but not 

limited to, the implementation of mental health care and 

treatment, prevention, and research as can best be 

accomplished by community centered services. Such means 

shall be utilized to initiate and operate these services in 

cooperation with lQCal agencies as established under this 

act1 

(3) make scientific and medical research 

investigations relative to the incidence, cause, prevention, 

treatment, and care of the mentally ill: 

(4) collect and disseminate information relating to 

mental health; 

(5) prepare and maintain a comprehensive plan for the 

development of public mental health services in the state. 

The public mental health services shall include, but not be 

limited to, community comprehensive mental health centers, 

mental health clinics, traveling service units, consultative 

and educational services: 

-2- SB 378 
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(6) provide by regulations for the examination of 

persons, who apply for examination or who are admitted 

either as inpatients or outpatients into Warm Springs state 

hospital or other public mental health facilities: 

(7) receive from agencies of the United States and 

other state agencies, persons or groups of persons, 

associations, firms or corporations, grants of money, 

receipts from fees, gifts, supplies, materials, and 

contributions, for the development of mental health services 

within the state: 

(B) establish standards for public mental health 

facilities: 

(9} evaluate performance of public mental health 

facilities in compliance with federal and state standards. 

Section 3. Departmental contracts with mental health 

corporations. (1} The department may enter into contracts 

with regional mental health corporations for the purposes of 

the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of mental illness. 

Mental health corporations may be provided for directly by 

state agencies or indirectly through contract or cooperative 

arrangements with other agencies of government, regional or 

local, private or public agencies, private professional 

persons or hospitals, under rules adopted by the department. 

(2) State funds specifically appropriated for regional 

mental health service contracts shall be on a formula of 
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ninety percent (90%) state funds and ten percent (10%) 

county tax levy after United States government grant support 

and all other center incomes from preceding years are 

subtracted from the total budget requirement: provided 

however, that the corporation may maintain a reserve up to 

three (3) months of their annual operating cost. 

Furthermore, the department may establish a system whereby 

funds appropriated to the Warm Springs state hospital for 

patient care may be transferred to the community mental 

health•services used to implement this act. If the patient 

load at warm Springs sta~e hospital is reduced and these 

patients become patients of a community mental health 

service, a portion of the funds appropriated for Warm 

Springs state hospital may be used to supplement the 

regional budget. However, if those patients are returned to 

Warm Springs state hospital from the community mental health 

services, these 

state hospital. 

funds 

The 

may revert back to the Warm Springs 

department may establish rules to 

implement this provision. 

Section 4. Mental health corporations. (l) Mental 

health regions shall be established in the state mental 

health plan and shall conform to the mental health regions 

as established in the state mental health construction plan 

promulgated by the board of health and environmental 

sciences under the Federal Community Mental Health Centers 

-4- SB 373 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

H 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0378/02 

Act. 

(2) The mental health regions shall establish 

themselves under Title 15, chapter 23, R.C.M. 1947. Upon 

incorporation, a mental health region may enter into 

contracts with the department in order to carry out the 

department's comprehensive plan for mental health. These 

non·-profi t corporations shall not be considered agencies of 

the department or the state of Montana, however, they may 

retain and enter into retirement programs as establ i.shed 

under Title 68, the Public Employees Retirement Act. Upon 

the establ~shment of the mental health regions, the county 

commissioners in each of the various count~es in the region 

shall designate a person from their respective county to 

serve as a representative of the county on the regional 

mental health corporation board. The board shall be 

established under guidelines adopted by the bylaws of the 

corporation. All appointments to the board shall be for 

terms of two (2) years, and the department shall be notified 

in writing of all appointments. 

(3) The duties of an organized regional mental health 

corporation board include: 

(a) annual review and evaluation of mental health 

needs and services within the region; 

(b) preparation and submission to the department and 

to each of the counties in the region of plans and budget 
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proposals to provide and support mental health services 

within the region; 

(c) establishment of a recommended proportionate level 

of financial participation of each of the counties within 

the region in the provision of mental health service within 

the limits of this section; 

(d) receipt and administration of moneys and other 

support made available for the purposes of providing mental 

health services by the participating agencies, including 

grants from the United States government and other agencies, 

receipts for established fees for ser!ices rendered, tax 

moneys, gifts, donations, and any other type of support or 

income. All funds ~eceived by the board in accordance with 

this act shall be used to carry out the purposes of this 

act. 

(e) supervision of appropriate administrative staff 

personnel of the operation of community mental health 

services within the region; 

(f) keeping all records of the board and making 

reports required by the department. 

(4) Regional mental health board members shall be 

reimbursed from funds of the board for actual and necessary 

expenses incurred in attending meetings and in the discharge 

of board duties, when assigned by the board. 

(5) The board of mental health ma~ SHA~L submit, prior 

-6- SB 37B 
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to May-~5 JUNE 10 of each year, to the board of county 

commissioners of each of the counties within the constituted 

mental health region an annual budget, specifying each 

county's recommended proportionate share. i£-ehe THE board 

of county commissioners ifte~~ae~ SHALL INCLUDE in the county 

budget the county's proportionate share of the regional 

boards budget7-~e-~ha~~-be--aeei!naeea--as--a--pa~eiei~aeift~ 

e~ey. Funds for each pareieipaeift! county's proportionate 

share for the operation of mental health services within the 

region sha}l be derived from the county's general fund. If 

the general fund is insufficient to meet the approved 

budget, a levy not to exceed one (1) mill may be made on the 

taxable valuation of the county in addition to all other 

14 taxes allowed by law to be levied on such property. 

15 (6) The regional board of mental health with the 

16 approval of the department shall establish a schedule of 

17 fees for mental health services. The fees may be received 

18 by the board and used to implement the budget in accordance 

19 with subsection (4) (2). 

20 Section 5. Continuation of services, Nothin~ in this 

21 act shall be construed to prevent the continuation of 

22 existing mental health services or facilities. 

23 Section 6. Availability of services, The services of 

24 the department and of the incorporated regional mental 

25 health centers are available without discrimination on the 

-7- SB 378 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

SB 0378/02 

basis of race, color, creed, or ability to pay, and shall 

comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

Section 7. Repealer. Sections 80-2401.1, B0-2403, 

B0-2405, 80-2406, 80-2407, B0-2407.1, 80-2408, 80-2409, 

80-2410, and B0-2411, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-

-a- SB 378 



44th Legislature SB 0378/03 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO. 378 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH 1 FLYNN, DEVINE 

A BILL FOR F~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RECODIFY AND REVISE 

THE PRESENT CODE GOVERNING FORMULATION OF CO~WREHENSIVE 

HEALTH CBNTERS 1 REPEALING SECTIONS 80-2401.1, 80-2403 1 

80-24051 80-24061 80-24071 80-2407.1, 80-2408 r 80-24091 

80-2410, AND 80-2411, R.C.H. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 0~ THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act: 

(1) "Public mental health facility• means any public 

service or group of services offering mental health care on 

an inpatient or outpatient basis to the mentally ill. 

(2) •community comprehensive mental health center• 

means a facility, not necessarily encompassed within one (1) 

building, offering at least the following six (6} basic 

mental health services to the public: 

(a) twenty-four (24) hour inpatient care: 

(b) part-time hospitalization; 

(c) outpatient service; 

(d) emergency service; 

(e) consultation and education in mental health; 

(f) precare and aftercare. 

(3) "Mental health clinic" means an outpatient 
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facility offering mental health care to the public. 

(4) "Department• means the department of institutions. 

Section 2. Duties 

shall: 

of department. The department 

(1) take cognizance of matters affecting the mental 

health of the citizens of the state: 

(2} initiate preventive mental health activities of 

the statewide mental health programs, including, but not 

limited to, the implementation of mental health care and 

treatment, prevention, and research 

accomplished by community centered 

as can 

services. 

best be 

Such means 

shall be utilized to initiate and operate these services in 

cooperation with local agencies as·established under this 

actr 

(3) make scientific and medical research 

investigations relative to the incidence, cause, prevention, 

treatment, and care of the mentally ill; 

(4) collect and disseminate information relating to 

mental health; 

(5) prepare and maintain a comprehensive plan for the 

development of public mental health services in the state. 

The public mental health services shall include, but not be 

limited to, community comprehensive mental health centers, 

mental heal~1 clinics, traveling service units, consultative 

and educational services; 

-2- SB 378 
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(6) p~ovide by regulations for the examination of 

persons, who apply for examination or who are admitted 

either as inpatients or outpatients into Warm Springs state 

hospital or other public mental health facilities: 

(7) receive from agencies of the United States and 

otJ1er state agencies, persons or groups of persons, 

associations, firms or corporations, grants of money, 

receipts from fees, gifts, supplies, materials, and 

contributions, for the develo~ent of mental health services 

within the state: 

(B) establish 

facilities: 

standards for public mental health 

(9) evaluate performance of public mental health 

facilities in compliance with federal and state standards. 

Section 3. Departmental contracts with mental health 

corporations. (1) The department may enter into contracts 

with regional mental health corporations for the purposes of 

the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of mental illness. 

Mental health corporations may be provided for directly by 

state agencies or indirectly through contract or cooperative 

arrangements with other agencies of government, regional or 

local, private or public agencies, private professional 

persons or hospitals, under rules adopted by the department. 

(2) State funds specifically appropriated for regional 

mental health sarvice contracts shall be on a formula of 
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ninety percent {90%) state funds and ten percent (10%) 

county tax levy after United states government grant support 

and all other center incomes from preceding years are 

subtracted from the total budget requirement: provided 

however, that the corporation may maintain a reserve up to 

three (3) months of their annual operating cost. 

Furthermore, the department may establish a syste~ whereby 

funds appropriated to the Warm Springs state hospital for 

patient care may be transferred to the community mental 

health ~ervices used to implement this act. If the patient 

load at Warm Springs state hospital. is reduced and ti1ese 

patients become patients of a community mental healtn 

service, a portion of the funds appropriated for Warm 

Springs state hospital may be used to supple~ent the 

regional budget. However, if those patients are returned to 

Warm Springs state hospital from the community mental health 

services, these funds may revert back to the ~iarrn Springs 

state hospital. The department may establish rules to 

implement this provision. 

Section 4. Mental health corporations. (1) r·~ental 

health regions shall be established in the state mental 

health pl.an and shall conform to the mental health regions 

as establ.ished in the state mental health construction plan 

promulgated by the board of health and environmental 

sciences under the Federal Cor.wnunity !>:ental Health Centers 
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(2) The mental 
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health regions shall establish 

3 themselves under Title 15, chapter 23, R.C.M. 1947. Upon 

4 incorporation, a mental health region may enter into 

5 •contracts with the department in order to carry out the 
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department's comprehensive plan for mental health. These 

non-profit corporations shall not be considered agencies of 

the department or the state of Montana, however, they may 

retain and enter into retirement programs as established 

under Title 68, the Public Employees Retirement Act. Upon 

the establishment of the mental health regions, the county 

commissioners in each of the various counties in the region 

shall designate a person from their respective county to 

serve as a representative of the county on the regional 

mental health corporation board. The board shall be 

established under guidelines adopted by the bylaws of the 

corporation. All appointments to the board shall be for 

terms of two (2) years, and the department shall be notified 

in writing of all appointments. 

(3) The duties of an organized regional mental health 

corporation board include: 

(a) annual review and evaluation of mental health 

needs and services within the region; 

(b) preparation and submission to the department and 

to each of the counties in the region of plans . and budget 
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proposals to provide and support mental health services 

within the region; 

(c) establishment of a recommended proportionate level 

of financial participation of each of the counties within 

the region in the provision of mental health service within 

the limits of this section; 

(d) receipt and administration of moneys and other 

support made available for the purposes of providing mental 

health"services by the participating agencies, including 

grants from the United States government and other agencies, 

receipts for established fees for services rendered, tax 

moneys, gifts, donations, and any other type of support or 

income. All funds received by the board in accordance with 

this act shall be used to carry out the purposes of this 

act. 

(e) supervision of appropriate administrative staff 

personnel of the operation of· community mental health 

services within the region; 

(f) keeping all recorda of the board and making 

reports required by the department. 

(4) Regional mental health board members shall be 

reimbursed from funds of the board for actual and necessary 

expenses incurred in attending meetings and in the discharge 

of board duties, when assigned by the board. 

(5) The board of mental health May SHALL submit, prior 
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to !'my-~§ JUNE 10 of each year, to the board of county 

conunissioners of each of the counties within the constituted 

mental health region an annual budget, specifying each 

county's recommended proportionate share. iE£-~e !!!!, .!!.....!!!!, 

board of county commissioners ~e~eiee s~--iE*emYBB 

INCLUDES in the county budget the county's proportionate 

share of the regional boards budget7-ie-shes~-Be--eeei!fteeee 

ee--e--p-4lieipa4!~<J--eewte!', IT SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS A 

PARTICIPATING COUNTY. Funds for each paftie!l:pa4!ift'!J 

10 PARTICIPATING county's proportionate share for the operation 

11 of mental health services within the region shall be derived 

12 from the county's general fund. If the general fund is 

13 insufficient to meet the approved budget, a levy not to 

14 exceed one (1) mill may be made on the taxable valuation of 

15 the county in addition to all other taxes allowed by law to 

16 be levied on such property. 

17 (6) The regional board of mental health with the 

18 approval of the department shall establish a schedule of 

19 fees for mental health services. The fees may be received 

20 by the board and used to implement the budget in accordance 

21 with subsection (4)(2). 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Section 5. Continuation of services. Nothing in this 

act shall be construed to prevent the continuation of 

·existing mental health services or facilities. 

Section 6. Availability of services. The services of 
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1 the department and of the incorporated regional mental 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

health centers are available without discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, creed, or ability to pay, and shall 

comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Section 7. Repealer. Sections 80-2401.1, 80-2403, 

80-2405, 80-2406, 80-2407, B0-2407.1, 80-2408, 80-2409, 

80-2410, and 80-2411, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Date: March 17~ 1975 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY AMENDMENT TO SB 378 

L Amend page 5, section 4, subsection ( 2) , line 2. 

Following: "regions" 

Strike: "shall" 

· Insert: "may" 

AND AS SO AMENDED 

BE CONCURRED IN 

WM/gtw 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Date: March 20, 1975 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY AMENDMENT~ TO SB 378 

1. Amend the committee report on Public Helath, Welfare & Safety 

amendment dated March 17, 1975. 

Strike: the amendment no. 1 in its entirety. 

2. Amend page 4, .. section 3, subsection (2), lines· 7 ·through 19 . .. 
Strike: these. lines·. in their entirety. 

AND AS SO. AMENDE]) . 
BE CONCURRED IN 

WM/gtw 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES March 28, 1975 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AQNDMEN!S TO SENATE BILL NO. 378 

and the House Committee on Public. H$alth, Welfare & Safety Amendments 

dated March 20, 1975. 

1. Amend HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY amendment 
no. 2. 

Strike: ~endmerit no. 2 in its entirety 

2. Amend page 3, section 3, line 25. 

Strike: "be on a formula of" 

Insert: "not exceed" 

3. Amend page 4, section 3, line 1 . through line 6. 

Strike: all of lines 1 thrctUqh 6 in their entirety 

Insert: l.tifty percent (SCI%) of the budget approved by the 

dep~rtment of institutions." 

. 4. Amend ~· 4, ,Section 3, subsection (2), line 18 .. 

Fol.10wlng: .r~~artment" 

Strike: "may" 

Insert: "shall" 

AS SO AMEKoto 

BE CONCUIGBD IN 

• 
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SENATE B~LL NO. 378 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH, FLYNN, DEVINE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RECODIFY AND REVISE 

'rHE PRESENT CODE GOVE&~ING FO&"'ULATIO:<r OF CO~!PREHENSIVE 

HEALTH CENTERS: REPEALING SECTIONS 80-2401.1, 80-2403, 

80-2405, 80-2406, 30-2407, 80-2407.1, 80-2408, 80-2409, 

80-2410, AND 30-2411, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act: 

(1) ~PUblic mental health facility• means any public 

service or group of services offering mental health care on 

an inpatient or outpatient basis to the mentally ill. 

(2) "Community comprehensive mental health center• 

means a facility, not necessarily encompassed within one (1) 

building, offering at least the following six (6) basic 

mental health services to the pJblic: 

(a) twenty-four (24) hour inpatient care: 

(b) part-time hospitalization: 

(c) outpatient service: 

(d) emergency service: 

(e) consultation and education in mental health: 

(f) precare and aftercare. 

(3) "Mental health clinic" means an outpatient 
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facility offering mental health care to the public. 

(4) "Department~ means the department of institutions. 

Section 2. Duties 

shall: 

of department. The department 

(1) take cognizance of matters affecting the mental 

health of the citizens of the state: 

(2) initiate preventive mental health activities of 

the statewide mental health programs, including, but not 

limited to, the implementation of mental health care and 

treatment, prevention, and research as can best be 

accomplished by community centered services. Such means 

shall be utilized to initiate and operate these services in 

cooperation with local agencies as established under this 

act; 

(3) make scientific and medical research 

investigations relative to the incidence, cause, prevention, 

treatment, and care of the mentally ill: 

(4) collect and disseminate information relating to 

mental health: 

(5) prepare and maintain a comprehensive plan for the 

development of public mental health services in the state. 

The public mental health services shall include, but not be 

limited to, community comprehensive mental health centers, 

mental health clinics, traveling service units, consultative 

and educational services: 
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(6) provide by regulations for the examination of 

persons, who apply for examination or who are admitted 

either as inpatients or outpatients into Warm Springs state 

hospital or other public mental health facilities: 

(7) receive from agencies of the United States and 

other state agencies, persons or groups of persons, 

associations, firms or corporations, grants of money, 

receipts from fees, gifts, supplies, materials, and 

contributions, for the development of mental health services 

within the state: 

(B) establish 

facilities: 

standards for public mental health 

(9) evaluate performance of public mental health 

facilities in compliance with federal and state standards. 

Section 3. Departmental contracts with mental health 

corporations. (1) The department may enter i~to contracts 

with regional mental health corporations for the ?Urposes of 

the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of mental illness. 

Mental health corporations may be providej for directly by 

state agencies or indirectly through contract or cooperative 

arrangements with other agencies of government, regional or 

local, private or public agencies, private professional 

persons or hospitals, under rules adopted by the department. 

(2) State funds specifically appropriated for regional 

mental healt~ service contracts shall ee-eft-a-~e~~~~a-e~ NOT 
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EXCEEU n±ne~y-~e~eeftt-~99~t--~~ate--~~n~e--an~--ten--ee~eent 

~~e~t--ee~n~y--ta~-~e¥y-a~te~-an~tea-Sta~~e-~e¥e~n~ent-~~ant 

e~~~e~t-anrt-a~~-etke~-een~e~-~nee~ee--£~e~--~~eee~~n~--yea~e 

a~e--e~bt~aetea--£~e~-tke-te~e±-e~a~et-~e~H~~ement~-~~e¥t4ea 

~e~e¥e~7-~~at-~ke-ee~~e~at~en-~ay-ma~ntatn-a-~eee~¥e--~e--te 

tk~ee--~~t--mentke--e£--tke~~--ann~a~--e~e~et~n~-eeet~ ~ 

PERCENT (SO%) OF T~B ':lU:JGET APPROVED BY THI: DEPARTI1ENT OF 

INS TI TUT I O:JS • P~~tket!111e~e7--t fo!e- -ael"'a~tl'!lent-ma y-e et ae~ ~s ~-a 

eyetel'!l-w~e~eey-~~ne!'l-al"'~~e~~tatee-ee-eke-Warl'!I-S!"'~tn~e--state 

kee~~ta~---~er--~at~ent--eaPe--may--be--t~ans~e~~ea--te--the 

eeMM~n~ey-l'!lenea~-kea~ek-!'lervteee-~eee-te-±~~~el'!lent-tft±s-aeeT 

%~-tke-~e±ent--~eae--at--WarM--S~rtn~!'l--etaee--~e!'l!"'~ta~--±e 

~ee~eee--ana--the!'le--~at~ent!'l-eeeel'!le-!"'aetenes-e~-a-ee~~ntey 

l'!lenta~-hea~ek-!'ler¥iee;-a-~e~tien-e~-tke--r~aas--a~l"'~e~~taeea 

~e~--wa~m--s~~±n~e--eeaee-keel"'~ta~-~ay-ee-~sea-te-e~~l"'~el'!lent 

ehe--re~iena~--e~e~etT---HeweYe~;--t~--eke!'le--eat~ente---are 

re~~~nee--~e--Wa~m-S~r±n~e-s~aee-heel"'~ta~-~rem-the-ee~l'!IMaiey 

~enea~-kea~~h-ee~¥~eee,-tkeee-~~nde-l'!la~-re¥ert-eae~--te--the 

Wa~m--S~~in~e--etate-kee~ita~~--~ke-ae~a~tl'!lene-l'!lay-estae~±eh 

~~~ee--te--±l'!l~~el'!lent--~hts---to~ev~e~e"!~ Ft'RT!ER.'-10RC:, THi': 

DEPARTMENT MAY ESTA3LISH A SYSTEM >rrlERE3Y FU.-<DS APPROP'UATED 

TO THE ~~ARM SPRINGS STATE HOSPITAL FOR PATIENT CARE ~1AY BE 

TRANSFERRED TO T:lE COM.HU'HTY ;.~ENTAL llEALTd SERVICES USED TO 

IMPLENENT THIS ACT. IF THE PATIENT LOAD AT 'vAR'! SPRINGS 

STAT"r.; !!OSPITAL IS REDUCED A:m T:iESE PATIENTS 3SCO:-is PATIS"'TS 
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OF A CO~~UNITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVICZ, A PORTION OF THE FUNDS 

APPROPRIATED FOR WARM SPRINGS STATE HOSPITAL MAY BE USED TO 

SUPPLEMENT THE REGIONAL BUDGET. HOWEVER, IF THOSE PATIE:NTS 

ARE RETURNED TO lUu~l'1 SPRINGS STATE HOSPITAL FROM THE 

COl1MUNITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, Tt!ESE FUNCJS MAY REVERT 

BACK TO THE \\'ARM SPRINGS STATE HOSPITAL. THE DEPARTMEi~T lolA¥ 

SHALL EST.~LISH RULES TO IMPLEMENT THIS PROVISION. 

11ental health corporations. (1) r-tental Section 4. 

health regions shall be established in the state mental 

health plan and shall conform to the mental health regions 

as established in the state mental health construction plan 

promulgated by the board of health and environmental 

sciences under the Federal Community Mental Health Centers 

Act. 

(2) The mental health regions shaii MA¥ SHALL 

establish themselves under Title 15, chapter 23, R.C.M. 

1947. Upon incor?oration, a mental health region may enter 

into contracts with the department in order to carry out the 

department's comprehensive plan for mental health. These 

nonprofit corporations shall not be considered agencies of 

the department or the state of Montana, however, they may 

retain and enter into retirement progra~s as established 

under Title 68, the Public Employees Retirement Act. Upon 

the establis~~ent of the mental health regions, the county 

commissioners in each of the various counties in the region 
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shall designate a person from their respective county to 

serve as a representative of the county on the regional 

~ental health corporation board. The board shall be 

established under guidelines adopted by the bylaws of the 

corporation. All appointments to the board shall be for 

terms of two (2) years, and the department shall be notified 

in writing of all appointments. 

(3) The duties of an organized regional mental health 

corporation board include: 

(a) annual review and evaluation of mental health 

needs and services within the region: 

(b) preparation and submission to the department and 

to each of the counties in the region of plans and budget 

proposals to provide and support mental health services 

within the region; 

(c) establishment of a recommended proportionate level 

of financial participation of each of the counties within 

the region in the provision of mental health service within 

the limits of t~is section: 

(d) receipt and administration of moneys and other 

support made available for the purposes of providing mental 

health services by the participating agencies, including 

grants from the United States government and other agencies, 

receipts for established fees for services rendered, tax 

moneys, gifts, donations, and any other type of support or 
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income. All funds received by the board in accordance with 

this act shall be used to carry out the purposes of this 

act. 

(e) supervision of appropriate administrative staff 

personnel of the operation of community mental health 

services within the region; 

(f) keeping all records of the board and making 

reports required by the department. 

(4) Regional mental health board members shall be 

reimbursed from funds of the board for actual and necessary 

expenses incurred in attending meetings and in the discharge 

of board duties, when assigned by the board. 

(5) The board of mental health may SHALL submit, prior 

to May-%5 JUNE 10 of each year, to the board of county 

commissioners of each of the counties within the constituted 

mental health region an annual budget, specifying each 

county's recommended pro;:>ortionate share. '1'~-e!o\e 'PHil IF THE 

board of co·.1nty commissioners <i:fte%l!ee~ SHAh!>---:EHe!>~BI3 

INCLUDES in the county budget the county's proportionate 

share of the regional boards b.Idget7--te-8ha%±-ee--ae~~~aeee 

a8--a--pa~e<i:eipaetft~--ee!!ftey, IT SHALL SE DESIG~AT~D AS A 

PARTICIPATI:>IG COUNTY. Funds for each roa~e~ei::]!ta~i::I!O'!f 

23 PARTICIPATING county's proportionate share for the operation 

24 of mental health services within the region shall be derived 

25 from the county's general fund. If the general fund is 
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insufficient to meet t~1e approved budget, a levy not to 

exceed one (1) mill may be maJe on the taxable valuation of 

the county in addition to all other taxes allowed lJy law to 

;c,e levied on such property. 

( 6) The regional board of mental health '.<i th the 

approval of the department shall establish a schedule of 

fees for mental health services. The fees may be received 

by the board and used to implement the budget in accordance 

with subsection (4) (2). 

Section 5. Continuation of services. Nothing in this 

act shall be construed to prevent the continuation of 

existing mental health services or facilities. 

Section 6. Availability of services. The services of 

the department and of the incorporated regional mental 

health centers are available without discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, creed, or ability to pay, and shall 

comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1954. 

Section 7. Repealer. Sections S0-2401.1, 30-2403, 

80-2405, 80-2406, 80-2407, 80-2407.1, 30-2403, 30-2409, 

80-2410, and 80-2411, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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