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-"' BILL FOR Nl ACT ENTIT:::.ED: "AN ACT DI RI:CTIHG 'l'HE 

DEPART:1l:.JT OF '1ATURliL RESOURCES TO UNDERTAKE A COI>IPREHENSIVE 

STU;)Y OF THE 'lliTtiODS A.:-iiJ EFF:L:CTS OF SOLUTIQ;-l EXTRACTIO::..i ::>F 

URl~lHTi, ·~~<E RECO'·'>f.."':'.JDATIJ:..)S Al.'fD PROPOSE LEGISLATIOd '1'0 

PROVIDI: FOR TiiE C0~7RO.L OF URA.i.Uu;.\ SOLUTIOi' EXTRACTION NlD 

THE P'lO'l'i..CTION AJD REHABILITATION OF LANDS Al:W WAT~RS 

AFFECTED BY URANIU;·l SOLUTIO~ EXTRACTIO:~; ililD TO PROVIDE A!·l 

Hl"'EDIATE i::FFECTIVE DA'.i'E." 

BE IT :t:HACTI:D BY THE L:C:GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~10NTAl'lA: 

Section 1. Statement of legislative findings and 

policy. The legislature, noting that the energy shortage 

has prompted a widespread search for energy resources; that 

there is substantially increased prospecting, exploration 

and land acquisition for uranium in Hontana; that rising 

world prices make previously uneconomical uranium deposits 

economically recoverable; that many Montana uranium deposits 

are so deep or have such a configuration that economic 

recovery is only possible through extraction in-place; and 

that extraction and energy companies have shown interest in 

utili~ing in-place leaching in Montana to recover uranium; 

and further noting that pilot proJeCts involving solution 
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extraction are being seriously un0ertaken in ot.l<er states 

and that contamination of fresh water resources is 

occurring, finds that solution extraction of uranium 

constitutes a technologically feasible method of uranium 

extraction which threatens Montana's land and water 

resources to the detriment of existing and projected 

agricultural, recreational, domestic, and other uses. The 

legislature, pursuant to its mandate and authority under 

Article IX of the Montana constitution declares that it is 

the policy of b~e state to provide for the protection of the 

lands and waters of the state and therefore to make 

provisions for the control of uranium solution extraction 

and rehabilitation of lands and waters affected by this 

extraction. 

Section 2. Definitions. Unless the context clearly 

requires otherwise, in this act: 

{1) ttdepartment• means the department of natural 

resources and conservation; 

(2) "solution extraction" means any part of the 

process followe<l in the extraction of uranium by injection 

of a solvent into zones below t.~e earth's surface ana 

subsequent ~1ithdrawal of tile solution and processing of 

uranium; 

( 3) "person" means a person, partnership, corporation, 

association, or other le?al entity, or any political 

-2- sa 37'( 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

LC 1345 

subdivision or agency of the state; 

(4) "operation• means all of the premises, facilities, 

railroad loops or spurs, roads, injection or extraction 

wells, associated facilities, equipment, or any other 

surface or subsurface disturbance associated with or used in 

the process of solution extraction and processing uranium 

from a designated area. 

8 Section 3. Study by department. (1) The department 

9 shall undertake a comprehensive study of the methods and 

10 effects of solution extraction of uranium. In addition, the 

11 department shall review its authority and the aub~ority of 

12 other state and federal agencies to contro1 or regu1ate 

13 solution extraction of uranium. 

14 (2) Upon completion of the study, the department shall 

15 prepare a report and make recommendations to the governor 

16 and to the 1977 legislature to accomplish the policy set 

17 forth in this act. 

lB Section 4. Suspension of action. No person may 

19 propose, initiate construction of or in any way undertake an 

20 operation for the purpose of solution extraction of uranium 

21 for a period of two (2} years from the effective date of 

22 this act. 

23 Section 5. severability. If a part of this act is 

24 invalid, all valid parts that are severable fro~ the invali~ 

25 ~art remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 
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one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect 

in al1 va1id applications that are severable from the 

invalid applications. 

Section 6. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

its passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE Of MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. __ _1Z..~:::z_~--

FISCAL NOTE 

Form /?IJ-1 5 

In comr>liance with a written request received __ --~eb_£!J.9.nL§ ____ . 19 ]2_____ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for . - .. -- -- . _s_ ~ 1jl:.. _3? 'L ____ . ----- -- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 · Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Back\]round information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation: 

An act directing the Department of Natural Resources to undertake a comprehensive 
study of the methods and effects of solution extraction of uranium, to make 
recommendations and propose legislation to provide for control of uranium solution 
extraction and the protection and rehabilitation of lands and waters affected by 
uranium solution extraction. The act is effective on passage and approval. 

Assumptions: 

1. A project coordinator, hydrologist, geologist, engineer, ecologist, part 
time help, and consultant services would be required for all of FY 76 and 
half of FY 77. 

2. Additional expenses would be incurred for supplies, communications, rent, 
and travel. 

3. Additional office equipment would be necessary. 

4. No additional expenses would be incurred in FY 75. The study would be 
concluded before the 1977 Legislature convenes. 

Fiscal Impact: 

Increase in expenditures by category 

Conclusion: 

Personal Services 
Operating expenses 
Capital Outlay 

Total increase in expenditures 

FY 76 FY 77 

$86,365 $44,845 
47,300 24,800 

4,000 -o-
$137,665 $69,645 

Enactment of s.B. 374 would result in increased state expenditures of 
$207,310 from July, 1975 through December, 1976. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: February 11, 197 5 
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Approved by Committee 
on Natural Resources 

SEN~TE BILL NO. 374 

Approved by Comm. 
on Fish and Game 

INTRODUCED BY COLBEP!l 

/l. BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING HE 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOUFCES TO tiNBB~~B-~-eSMPRBHBNS~VB 

8~~--9F--~HB-~H998-~B-BPPB€~8-6F-Sehe~~9N-B~€~~9N-&F 

tiiWHtifoio? MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROPOSE LEGISLATION TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE CONTROL OF URANIUM SOLUTION EXTRACTION AND 

THE· PIDTECTION AND REHABILITATION OF LANDS AND WATERS 

AFFECTED BY URANIUM SOLtJTION EXTRACTION 7 AND TO PROVIDE AN 

IMMEDIATE EFF~CTIVE DA~E.• 

BE IT ENACTED UY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF !oONTANA: 

Section 1. Stateme'nt of legislative findings and 

policy, The legislature, noting that the energy shortage 

has prompted a widespread search for energy resources; that 

there is substantially increased prospecting, exploration 

and land acquisition for uranium in Montana; that rising 

world prices make previously uneconomical uranium deposits 

economically recove;rable; ~that many Montana uranium deposits 

are so deep or have such a configuration that economic 

recovery is only possible through extraction in-place; and 

that extraction and energy companies have shown interest in 

utilizing in-place leaching in Montana to recover uranium; 

and further noting that pilot projects involving solution 
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extraction are being seriously undertaken in other states 

and that contamination of fresh water resources is 

occurring, finds that solution extraction of uranium 

constitutes a technologically feasible method of uranium 

extraction which threatens M:Jntana 's land and water 

resources to the detriment of existing and projected 

agricultural, recreational, domestic, and other uses. The 

legislature, pursuant to its mandate and authority under 

Article IX of the Montana constitution declares that it is 

the policy of the state to provide for the protection of the 

lands and waters of the state and therefore to make 

provisions for the control of uranium solution extraction 

and rehabilitation of lands and waters affected by this 

extraction. 

Section 2. Definitions. Unless the context clearly 

requires otherwise, in this act: 

(1) "department• means the department of natural 

resources and conservation: 

(2) •solution extraction• means any part of the 

process followed in the .extraction of uranium by injection 

of a solvent into zones below the earth's surface and 

subsequent withdrawal of the solution and processing of 

uranium; 

( 3) "person" means a person, partnership, corporation, 

association, . or other legal entity, or any political. 
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subdivision or aqency of the state1 

(4) •operation • means all of the premises, facilities 1 

railroad loops or spurs, roads, injection or extraction 

welis, associated facilities, equipment, or any other 

surface or subsurface disturbance associated with or used in 

the process of solution extraction and processing uranium 

7 from a designated area. 

8 Section 3. &~..,. ~ by department. (l} The 

9 eepen.ett~-eHH-•ne ..... _ _.ee.prehefttli--Hwty-ef--~lle 

10 ...aes--a-eitefte-ef-eei•~"--~~--et---iou~T--fin 

11 eeai•ien.,-~ke department shall :review its authority and the 

12 autnority of otner state and federal aqenci• to control or 

13 regulate solution extraction of uranium. 

U (2) upon c01epletion of the s-t'lley ~· the 

15 department shall prepare a report .md make reco-ndations 

16 to the governor and to the 1977 le<Jislature to accomplish 

17 the f(llicy set forth in this act. 

18 Section 4. Suspension of action. No person may 

19 propose, initiate construction of or in any way undertake an 

20 operation for the purpose of solution extraction of uranium 

21 for a period of two (2) years from the effective date of 

22 this act. 

2) Section 5. Severability. If a part of this act is 

24 invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

25 part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 
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one or lllOre of its applications, the part reMains in effect 

in all valid applications that are sever.a,le from the 

invalid applications. 

Section 6. Effective date. This act is effecti-ve upon 

its passage and approval. 

-End-

-·- SB 374 
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SENJ.TE: BILL NO. 374 

INTRO!A.iCfD BY COLBERG 

A BILL FUR AN AC';' ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DLPARTHN'l' OF Nl'Tt.:Fl-L RESOl'RCES 'l'O ~IiBBR'fA*E-1'\-€efolPRr:HEHS'I:YE 

S~~~--9F--'fHE-~£'fHeBS-AHB-EFF~€'fS-eF-S~'freN-E~'fRA€'f'I:9H-eF 

t:-AANiU,~ }!AKL RECOM!<:L;~DATIONS AND PROPOSE LEGISLATION 'IO 

PROVIDE FOR THE CONTROL OF uRAl'HUM SOLUTION E:l.'TFACTION AND 

THE PFDTI.:C'J.'ION AND Rl.:HABILI'l'ATION OF LANDS AND WATEBS 

AFFLCTED BY URANIUM SOLl'TION EXT FACTION~ AND TC PROVIDE AN 

UU4EDIATE EFFECTIVE DA'J~E. tt 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATt.iPE OF THE STATE OF MlNTANA: 

Section 1. Statement of legislative findings and 

policy. The legislature, noting that the energy shortage 

has prompted a widespread search for energy resources~ that 

there is substantially increased prospecting, exploration 

and lana acquisition for uranium in ~untana; that rising 

world prices make previously uneconanical uranium deposits 

economically recoverable; that many Montana uranium deposits 

are so deep or have such a configuration that economic 

recovery is only pass ible through extraction in-place; and 

that extraction and energy companies have shown interest in 

utilizing in-place leaching in Montana to recover uranium; 

and further noting that pilot projects involving solution 
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extraction are being seriously undertaken in other states 

anu. that contamination of fresh water resources is 

occurring, finas that solution extraction of uranium 

constitutes a technologically feasible method of uranium 

extraction which threatens MOntana's land and water 

resources to the detriment of existing ane projected 

agricultural, recreational, domestic, and other uses. The 

legislature, pursuant to its mandate and authority uncler 

Article· IX of the Montana constitution declares that it is 

the policy of the state to provide for the protection of the 

lands and waters of the state and therefore to make 

provisions for the control of uranium solution extraction 

and rehabilitation of lands and waters affected by this 

eJ>traction. 

Section 2. Definitions • Unless the context clearly 

requires otherwise, in this act: 

(1) "departrnenttt means the 

resources and conservation~ 

(2) •solution extraction~ 

department of natural 

means any part of the 

process foll~ved in the extraction of uranium by injection 

of a solvent into zones below the earth's surface and 

subsequent withprawal of the solution and processing of 

uraniun.; 

( 3) ttpersonH means a person, partnership, corporation, 

association, or other legal entity, or any political 
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sufrdivision or agency of the state; 

(4) "operation" means all of the premises, facilities, 

railroa,d loops or spurs, roads, injection or extraction 

wells, associated facilities, equipment, or any other 

suxface or subsurface disturbance associated with or used in 

the process of solution extraction and processing uranium 

from a ~esignated area. 

Section 3, S~~ ~ by department. (1) The 

eepe~~~~-eftai~-~&~~ke--a--eempreheftS~Ye--s~~ay--ef--~he 

~kees--«ft8--e~f~e-ef-eei~~~ft-ew~a~~-ei-~~~~mT--£a 

~·~-•fte department shall review its authority and tbe 

12 authority of other state and federal agencies to centro 1 or 
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regulate solution extraction of uranium. 

(2) upon completion of the suay ~· the 

department shall prepare a report and make recoJillllendations 

to the governor and to the 1977 legislature to accompl.ish 

the :fOlicy set forth in this act. 

Section 4. Suspension of action. No person 111ay 

~ropc.se, initiate construction of cr in a,ny way undertake aa 

operation fer the purpose of solution extr<U:tion of uraniWII 

:for a perioC!I of two (2) years from the effective date of 

this act. 

Se~iQil ;. Severabilit:y. If a part of this act is 

iR~aliC!, ali valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

part: remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 
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one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect 

in all valia applications that are severable from the 

invalid applications. 

Section 6. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

its passaqe and approval. 

-End-
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SENATE i.liLL llO. 374 

INTRODUCED BY COLBERG 

A i;ILL POR AN ACT I.N'riTLt:D: "All ACT LJIRI:CTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF NA'l'URAL RESOuRCE5 TO b'HHBR'l'A!\l3-A-S8KPRE!ii3HS%Yl3 

S~b'b¥--~F--~nri-~~~ne~S-Anb-~FFhc~S-~F-S8hb'l'%8H-BA'l'~S'l'%8N-8F 

b'RftrHbMT l!AKE Rl:.COt-h··lLNLIA'riO,,S al<IJ P!WPUt.E LJ::(.;IS.wl.TIOi< 'l'O 

PROVIJJE FOR THE CON"l'ROL OF URANiuM SOLUTION EXTRAC'l'ION AN!J 

'J:lii: l'RO'l'l.;CTIO!I ANLJ REll.AlHLITATION OF LANuS ANu 1'/ATERS 

1\.FFJ:;CTl::U ;;Y URANIUM SOLl.JTIOil t.;XTRACTION; AND TO l'HOVIDE AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE JJATE." 

uL I'.i' Li'<ACTEI.J bY 'l'i1E LEGISLATURE OF TnE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Statement of legislative findings and 

policy. 'l'lle legislature, noting that the energy shortage 

lt<Js lJrOiapteu a wiLlespreaLl search for energy resources; that 

there is substantially increased prospecting, exploration 

dnd lan-.l acquisition for uranium in Montana; that rising 

><or lu 1Jr ices make previously unt.<cononical uranium deposits 

economically recoverable; that nany t-lolltana uranium deposits 

are so ueep or have sucn a configuratior. tnat economic 

recovery is only possible throu.yn extraction in-place; anti 

tnat e.ttr..~....::tion dnu eueryy coupan.1.es aave SllO'V.Jn interest in 

utiliz~ng in-pldce leacniny in Montanu to recover uranium; 

anu further noting ti1at pilut projects involving solution 
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extraction are being seriously uru.~ertaken in otiler states 

anti that contamination of fresh water resources is 

occurring, finds that solution extraction of uranium 

constitutes a tecnnologically feasible method of uranium 

extraction whicn threatens Montana' s lana and water 

resources to the detriment of existing and projected 

agricultural, recreational, domestic, and other uses. The 

legislature, pursuant to its mandate and authority under 

Article IX of the Montana constitution declares that it is 

the policy of the state to provide for the protection of the 

lands and waters of the state and therefore to make 

provisions for the control of uranium solution extraction 

and rehabilitation of lands and waters affected by this 

extraction. 

Section 2. Definitions. Unless the context clearly 

rey:uires otnerwise, in this act: 

(1) "aepartment" means the department of natural 

resources and conservation~ 

(2) "solution extraction" means any part of tile 

process followed in the extraction of uranium by injection 

of a solvent into zones below the earth's surface and 

subsequent withdrawal of the solu.tion anu processing of 

uraniuo; 

( 3) "verson" neans a person, partnership, corporation, 

association, or other legal entity, or any political 
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subdivision or agency of the state1 

(4) ~operation• means all of the premises, facilities, 

railroau loops or spurs, roads, injection or extraction 

wells, associated facilities, equipment, or any other 

surface or subsurface disturbance associated with or used in 

~ process of solution extr.u:tion and processing uranium 

from a designated area. 

Section 3. S~~y ~ by department. (1) 'l'he 

10 ae~s--snd--er~e~s-or-.o~~~~n-e~e~a~-~raft~._T--~ 

11 e6a~~~ft7-efte department shall review its authority and the 

12 authority of other state and federal agencies to control or 

13 

14 

15 
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17 

18 

19 

regulate solution extraction of uranium. 

(2) Upon completion of the s~~ay ~· the 

department shall prepare a report and make recommendations 

to the governor and to the 1977 legislature to accomplish 

the policy set forth in this act. 

section 4. Suspension of ac.tion. lio person may 

propose, initiate construction of or in any way undertake an 

20 operation for the purpose of solution extraction of uranium 

21 for a period of two (2) years from the effective date of 

22 this act. 

23 section s. severability. If a part of this act is 

24 invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

25 part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 
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one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect 

in all valid applications that are severable fror.< the 

invalid applications. 

Section 6. J::ffective uate. Ti1is act ia effective upon 

its passage and approval. 

-End-
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