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BILL wo. 3&/

INTRODUCED BY AA % jb%lj
e VG/ A 2 7 g

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS
23-3006, 23-3308, 23-3804 AND 23-3903, R.C.M. 1947, TO
PROVIDE FOR PARTY REGISTRATION AND FCR A CLOSED PRIMARY; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 23-3006, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"23-3006. Method of registering--absent electors in
the United States service--felony provisions. (1) An elector
may fegister by appearing before the registrar or deputy
registrar in the county in which he resides and by:

{a) Answering any questions asked by the registrar
concerning items of information called for by registry
cards;

(o} Signing and verifying or affirming the affidavit
or affidavits on the back of the card.

{2} (a} In addition to the requirements called for in

subsections (1} (a} and (1) (b), all electors must complete

a party designation card containing tne following

information: full name, birthdate, address, and party

designation.
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{b} In completing the party designation portion of the

card, the elector must choose from one (1) of the

following: “Democratic Party", "Republican Party", "Other

designated party", or "Independent".

{(c}) After July 1, 1975, all electors registering to

vote, except those excluded by subsection (4}, shall

complete the registration and party designation cards.

(d) The registration cards of all electors properly

registered prior to July 1, 1975, remain valid. However,

before any such elector may vote in any election after July

1, 1975, he must complete the party designation card. The

party designation card may be completed at the time the

elector appears to vote.

{e} The elector may change his party designation at

any time by executing a new party designation card.

{f) In addition to the elector's name and address, his

party designation shall appear on the printed 1lists of

electors published by the county clerks and recorders prior

to all elections and on the precinct register.

(g) The secretary of state shall design the party

designation card. All registrars shall print party

designation cards that conform to the design prepared by the

secretary of state.

€2+ (3) Any elector in the United States service who

is absent from the state and the county of which he is a
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resident may register by:

(a) Mailing the registry card filled out and signed
under cath to the raegistrar, or

{b} MNailing the federal post card application filled
out and signed under cath to the registrar.

€3+ (4) A person is guilty of a felony and upon
conviction shall be imprisoned in the state prison for not
less than one {1) aor more than three {3} years, if:

{a} He <falsely personates another and causes the
person 30 personated %0 be registered; or,

{b) Falsely represents his name or other information
required by registration to any registrar or deputy
registrar and causes his name to be registered; or,

{(c) Causes any name to be placed upon the registry
lists other than in the manner provided by this act."

Section 2. Section 23-3308, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"23-3308. Ballots, how arranged and voted. (1} At the
primary, there shall be a ballot for each political party
entitled to participatg. Each ballet shall be printed on a
separate sheet of white paper of the same sizej-foidedr-and
securely-fantened—nt-che~top.

{2} The elector may only wvote the ballot that contains

the names of candidates for office of the political party he

has selected on his party designation card under section
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23-3006 {2). If there is nd ballot for the party the

elector has designated under section 23-3006, the elector

mway vote of his choosing from among those avajilable. The

election judges shall keep a recerd of the slector's choige

of ballot,
(3) Election judges must have party designation cards

available for those electors who wish to execute one under

the provisions of section 23=3006 (2) (d), oz {2} {e}).

42» {4) candidates' names shall be arranged
slphabetically by surnames, under the offices and under the
proper party designation. The names of the candidates for
governor &and lieutenant governor shall be arranged by the
surname of the candidate for governor. When two (2} or more
persons are candidates for nomination for the same office,
the registrar shall divide the ballot to pro;ide a rotation
of the names of the candidates as follows:

(&) Divide all county ballect forms into sets egual in
number to the greatest number of candidates for nomination
or election to any office;

{b} Arrange the sets so that candidates' names are
rotated by removing one name from the top of the 1list £for
each nomination or office and place the name or number at
the bottom of the list for each successive set of ballot
forms; however, in printing ballots for use in any ons (1)
precinct, only one {l) set shall be uszd and they shall Le

“d-
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identical;

fetr (5} If an elector writes the name of a person upon
a ballot, and the person’s name appears as a candidate upon
another ballet, the ballot shall count for the person only
as a candidate of the party upon whose ticket his name is
writtens.

tdr (6) If a person is nominated upon more than cne
(1) ticket, not later than ten (10) days after the election
he shall file written notification with the secretary of
state, registrar, or city clerk the party wunder which his
name is to appear upon the ballot for the general election,
and, if he fails to notify the proper officers, his name
shall appear under the party with whom his neminating
declaration was first fileds.

ter {7} If a person fails to be nominated wupon the
party ticket contained in his nominating declaration, his
name shall not be printed upon any ballot with party
designationy.

&y iﬁl This act does not preclude an elector from
having his name printed upon tihe ballot as an independent
candidate, and no candidate shall have his name printed on
more than one (1) ticket.

€3r (9) Ballots shall be printed on white paper in the
form of the Australian ballot and the candidates of each
party shall be printed on a separate ticket.
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443 (10) After preparing his ballot, the elector shall
detacn-it-frem-the-remaining-ticheta-and fold it so that the
face is concealed and the official stamp is seens.

£a¥ The elector shall then fotd-the-remmining--ttckeesy
vote the marked ballot without leaving the polling places
and by <epesie depositing the-remadning--tiekeds it in e
senarate-box~marked-as the biank ballot boxsy.

{tei--Immediatety-afeer-the-recount-perieds-the-cliection
judges--shatiy—-without-—examination;--destreoy--the--tickets
depesited-in-the-biank-batict-boxns"

Section 3. Section 23-3804, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"23-3804. Preparation of machines for use. (1) The
registrar or city clerk shall put the proper ballots wupon
each vwvoting machine corresponding with the sample ballots.
The registrars or city clerks shall also:

(a) Set, adjust, and put the machines in order;

{b) Deliver the machines to the precincts together
with necessary furniture and appliances;

{c) Place a shield painted black and marked "not in

use"

over the keys or levers not in use on the voting
machine.

(2) In primary elections a separate row—o¥-column
machine shall be assigned to each peiittcal-—party-—-and--at
teast-ene-{i}-row-sheii-separate-the-rows—asstgned-to of the
- Py
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two (2) major political parties. Each machine shall have a

row or column to Phis-rew-shai} be used for the nompartisan

{udicial ballot.

(3} 1In general elections the ballot shall be arranged
and the names of the candidates rotated to conform as nearly
as‘possible to the requirements for paper ballots.

{4) Candidates of the two (2) major parties shall be
rotated between the first two (2) horizental rows or
vertical columns, and candidates of minor parties and
independent candidates shall be rotated between succeeding
rows or columns.

(5) The party designation of each candidate shall
appear below his name in type as large as machine design
will allow. '

{6) The judicial ballot shall appear in the first twc
(2} horizontal or vertical rows or columns as prescribed by
section 23-3513.

(7} The election judges shall compare the ballots on
the machine with sample ballots, ensure that all counters
are set at zero and the machine is in order. They shall not
thereafter permit the ﬁachine to be operated or moved except
by electors voting. They shall also see that arrangements
are made for voting write-in ballots on the machine, if the
machine is so arranged."

Secticn 4., Section 23-3%03, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
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read as follows:

"23-3903. VUse of electronic voting systems--paper
ballets may be used upon regquest. (1} Electronic voting
systems may be used in elections, after approval as provided
by law, provided that such systems enable the voter to cast
a vote in seecrecy for all offices and all measures on which
he is entitled to vote, and that the automatic tabulating
eguipment may be set to reject all votes for any office or
measure when the number of wvotes therefor exceeds the number
which the wvoter is entitled to cast, or when the voter is
not by law entitled to cast a wvote for the office or
measure.

(2) Electronic voting systems may be used at primary
elections provided the woter can seeretly select the party
for which he wishes to wvote, and the auvtomatic tabulating
equipment will count only wvotes for the candidates of one
party, and ﬁill reject all wvotes for an office when the
numnber of votes therefor exceeds the number which the voter
is entitled to cast, and will reject all votes of a voter
cast for candidates of more than one party.

{3) So far as applicable, the procedure provided for
voting paper ballcts shall apply.

{4} The governing body of any county or city may,
after approval as provided by law, adopt, experiment with,
or abandon any electronic voting system herein authorized

-8



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
13

LC 1201

and approved for use in the state, and may use such system
in all or a part of the precincts within its boundaries, or
in combination with paper ballots. It may enlarge,
consclidate or alter the boundaries of the precincts where
an electronic voting system is to be used.

(5} In precincts where an electronic voting system is
used, an elector may regquest a paper ballot to cast his vote
and +tné election judges shall supply the elector with the
paper ballot when so requested. These ballots will be cast
and counted by the election judges in the manner provided by
law."

Section 5. This act is effective July 1, 1975,
provided that as to persons voting by absentee ballot in the
primaiy in 1976 <they shall be permitted to vote in
accordance with the law as it existed prior to the effective
date of this act, but shall also be given, at the time they
receive the absentee ballot, the party designation card
wnich they shall return at the time they return their
completed pallot,

-End-
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