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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR FISCAL 

REVIEW OF STATE GOVERNMENT BY THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR7 

REPEALING SECTIONS 43-1101 THROUGH 43-1108, R.C.M. 19471 AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2316, that reads as follows: 

79-2316. Legislative auditor to provide fiscal 

analysis. The legislative auditor, under the general 

supervision of the legislative audit committee, shall 

provide for fiscal analysis of state government and shall 

accumulate, compile, analyze, and furnish such information 

bearing upon the financial matters of the state that is 

relevant to issues of policy and questions of statewide 

importance, including, but not limited to, investigation and 

study of the possibilities of effecting economy and 

efficiency in state government. 

Section 2. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2317, that reads as follows: 

79-2317. Fiscal analysis duties. In carrying out his 

fiscal analysis duties, the legislative auditor s ,~1: 
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(1} Estimate revenue from existing and proposed taxes; 

(2} Analyze the executive budget and budget requests 

of selected state agencies and institutions, including 

proposals for the construction of capital improvements1 

(3} Make the reports and recommendations he deems 

desirable to the legislature and make reports and 

recommendations as requested by the legislative audit 

committee and the legislature: 

(4} Assist committees of the legislature, and 

individual legislators, in compiling and analyzing financial 

information. 

Section 3. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2318, which reads as follows: 

79-2318. Fiscal analysis information from state 

agencies. The legislative auditor, in carrying out his 

fiscal analysis duties, has the authority to investigate and 

examine into the costs of state government activities and 

may examine all records, books, and files, confidential or 

otherwise, of any department, agency, commission, board, or 

institution of the state of Montana. Every department, 

agency, commission, board, or institution of the state of 

Montana shall furnish the legislative auditor with copies of 

all budget requests, at the time of submission to the budget 

director as provided by law, and if requested all underlying 

and supporting documentation. In the year preceding each 
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1 legislative session, the budget director shall furnish the 

2 legislative auditor on a confidential basis: 

3 ( 1) by December 1, a copy of the docurnen ts which 

4 reflect the anticipated receipts and othel means of 

5 financing the budget for each fiscal year of the ensuing 

6 biennium1 and, 

7 (2) by December 1, a preliminary budget which shall 

8 meet the statutory requirements for submission of the budget 

9 to the legislature; and, 

10 (3) by December 15, all amendments to the preliminary 

11 budget. 

12 Section 4. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

13 79-2320, which reads as follows: 

14 
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79-2320. Appointment of fiscal analysis employees and 

consultants. In carrying out his fiscal analysis duties the 

legislative auditor may employ, fix the salaries and define 

the duties of a fiscal analyst and other necessary staff, 

and such consultants as may be necessary, within the limits 

of his appropriation. 

Section 5. Repealer. Sections 43-1101 through 

21 ~3-1108, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 
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Section 6. Effective date. 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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BILL_ ~0 • .,3 ~ ~ 

Approved By Comm. 
c~ Leg. Ad'Tlin. 

~ ~ ~~ d"&M'; M4 rL ) , 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR FISCAL 

REVIEW OF STATE GOVERNMENT BY THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 43-1101 THROUGH 43-1108, R.C.M. 1947; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2316, that reads as follows: 

79-2316. Legislative auditor to' provide fiscal 

analysis. The legislative auditor, under the general 

supervision of the legislative audit committee, shall 

provide for fiscal analysis of state government and shall 

acc~uulate, compile, analyze, and furnish such information 

bearing upon the financial matters of the state that is 

relevant to issues of policy and questions of statewide 

importance, including, but not limited to, investigation and 

study of ~he possibilities of effecting economy and 

efficiency in state government. 

Section 2. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2317, that reads as follows: 

79-2317. Fiscal analysis duties. In carrying out his 

fiscal analysis duties, the legislative auditor shall: 
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(1) Estimate revenue from existing and proposed taxes; 

(2) Analyze the executive budget and budget requests 

of selected state agencies and institutions, including 

proposals for the construction of capital improvements; 

(3) Make the reports and recommendations he deems 

desirable to the legislature and make reports and 

recommendations as requested by the legislative 

committee and the legislature; 

audit 

(4) Assist committees of the legislature, and 

individual legislators, in compiling and analyzing financial 

information. 

Section 3. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2318, which reads"as follows: 

79-2318. Fiscal analysis information from state 

agencies. The legislative auditor, in carrying out his 

fiscal analysis duties, has the authority to investigate and 

examine into the costs of state government activities and 

may examine all records, books, and files, confidential or 

otherwise, of any department, agency, commission, board, or 

institution of the state of Montana. Every department, 

agency, commission, board, or institution of the state of 

Montana shall furnish the legislative auditor_with copies of 

all budget requests, at the time of submission to the budget 

director as provided by law, and if requested all underlying 

and supporting documentation. In the year preceding each 
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1 .legisl.ati ve session, the -budget director shall furnish the 

2 l<egi.sl'lltive auditor on a confidential basis: 

3 W.l by December 1, a copy of the documents which 

4 reflect the anticipated receipts and other means of 

5 financing the budget for each f1scal year of the ensuing 

6 biennium~ and, 

7 (2) Dy December ~. a preliminary budget which shall 

8 meet the statutory requirements for submission of the budget 

9 to the legi.slature; and, 

10 (3) by December 15, all amendmsnts to the preliminary 

11 budget. 

12 Section4. There is a new R.C.M. section n~ed 

· 13 79-2320, whi.ch reads as fallows: 

14 79-2320. Appointment of .fiscal analysis employees and 

15 consultants. In carrying aut his fiscal.analysis duties the 

16 legislative auditor may employ, fix the salaries and define 

17 the duties of a fiscal analyst and ather necessary staff, 

18 and such consultants as may be necessary, within the limits 

19 of his appropriation. 

20 Section 5. Repeal-er. Sections 43-1101 through 

21 43-1108, R.C.M. 1947, are repea~. 

22 
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Section 6. Effective date. 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 333 

INTRODUCED BY HIMSL, THIESSEN, ~~THERS, FASBENDER 

A BILL FOR ~N ACT ENTITLED: nAN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR FISCAL 

REVIEW OF STATE GOVERNMENT BY THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 43-1101 THROUGH 43-1108, R.C.M. 1947~ AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 'tHE STA7E OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. There is a new R.C.M. 

79-2316, that reads as follows: 

79-2316. Legislative auditor 

section numbered 

to .provide fiscal 

analysis. The legislative auditor, under the 

supervision of the legislative audit committee, 

general 

shall 

provide for fiscal analysis of state government and shall 

accumulate, compile, analyze, and furnish such information 

bearing upon the financial matters of the state that is 

relevant to issues of policy and questions of statewide 

importance, including, but not limited to, investigation and 

study of the possibilities of effecting economy and 

efficiency in state government. 

SECTION 2. THERE IS A NEW R.C.M. SECTION THAT READS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Legislative fiscal advisory committee. There is a 

legislative fiscal advisory committee that shall advise the 
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legislative auditor concerning the scope and direction of 

fiscal analysis. The committee is composed of: 

(a) two members of the appropriations committee of the 

house of representatives appointed by the chairperson of 

that committee, no more than one (1) of whom shall be of the 

same political party; 

(b) two members of the finance and claims committee of 

the senate appointed by the chairperson of that committee, 

no more than one (1) of whom shall be of the same political 

party; 

(c) two members of the taxation committee of the 

senate appointed by the chairperson of that committee, no 

more than 

party; and 

one (1) of whom shall be of the same political 

(d) two members of the taxation committee of the house 

of representatives appointed by the chairperson of that 

committee, no more than one (1) of whom shall be of the same 

political party. 

Section l• There is a new R.C.M. section numbered 

79-2317, that reads as follows: 

79-2317. Fiscal analysis duties. In carrying out his 

fiscal analysis duties, the legislative auditor shall: 

(1) Estimate revenue from existing and proposed taxes; 

(2) Analyze the executive budget and budget requests 

of selected state agencies and institutions, including 

-2- SB 333 
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proposals for the construction of capital improvements; 

(3) Make the reports and recommendations he deems 

desirable to the legislature and make reports and 

recommendations as requested by the legislative audit 

committee and the legislature; 

(4) Assist committees of the legislature, and 

individual legislators, in compiling and analyzing financial 

information. 

Section !• There is a ~ew 

79-2318, which reads as follows: 

79-2318. Fiscal analysis 

R.C.M. section numbered 

information from state 

agencies. The legislative auditor, in carrying out his 

fiscal analysis duties, has the authority to investigate and 

examine into the costs of state government activities and 

may examine all records, books, and files, confidential or 

otherwise, of any department, agency, commission, board, or 

institution of the state of Montana. Every department, 

agency, commission, board, or institution of the state of 

Montana shall furnish the legislative auditor with copies of 

all budget requests, at the time of submission to the budget 

director as provided by law, and if requested all underlying 

and supporting documentation. In the year preceding each 

legislative session, the budget director shall furnish the 

legislative auditor on a confidential basis: 

(1) by December 1, a copy of the documents which 
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reflect the anticipated receipts and other means of 

financing the budget for each fiscal year of the ensuing 

biennium; and, 

(2) by December 1, a preliminary budget which shall 

meet the statutory requirements for submission of the bud~<cL 

to the legislature; and, 

(3) by December 15, all amendments to the preliminary 

budget. 

Section 2.• There is a new R.C. ~·l. section numbered 

79-2320, which reads as follows: 

79-2320. Appointment of fiscal analysis employees and 

consultants. In carrying out his fiscal analysis ~uties the 

legislative auditor may employ, fix the salaries and define 

the- duties of a fiscal analyst and other necessary staff, 

and such consultants as may be necessary, within the limits 

of his appropriation. 

Section ~· Repealer. Sections 43-1101 through 

43-1108, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

Section l• Effective date. This act is ef:'ective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 20, 1975 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL 333 

Be amended in the third reading copy as follows: 

1. Amend title, page 1, line 5. 

Following: 

Strike: 

Insert: 

"GOVERNMENT" 

"BY THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR" 

"; CREATING A LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COHHI'I'TEE AND 

SPECIFYING ITS POWER AND DUTIES; CREATING THE OFFICE 

OF LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST AND SPECIFYING DUTIES" 

2. Amend page 1, follwing line 9. 

Strike: 

Insert: 

the remainder of the bill in its entirety. 

"Section 1. Title and purpose of act. This act 

may be 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES March 20, 1975 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL NO. 333 

cited as "The Legislative Finance Act". Because the legislature is re

sponsible for appropriating public funds, it must provide for fiscal 

analysis of state government 'to accumulate, compile, analyze, and furnish 

such information bearing upon the financial matters of the state that is 

relevant to issues of policy and questions of statewide importance. 

Section 2. Definitions. In this act: 

(1) "State agency" ·means all offices, departments, boards, commis

sions, institutions, universities, colleges, and any other person or any 

other administrative unit of state government that spends or encumbers 

'public moneys by virtue of an appropriation from the legislature·, or that 

handles money on behalf of the state, or that holds any trust or agency 

moneys from any source. 

(2) "Conmtittee" means the legislative finance committee created by 

this act. 

(3) "Budget director" means the budget director appointed pursuant 

to section 79-1012, R.C.M. 1947. 

Section 3. Legislative finance committee and office of legislative 

fiscal analyst created. There is created a legislative finance commit

tee which shall be a permanent joint committee of the legislature. 

There is created the office of legislative fiscal analyst. The legis

lative fiscal analyst shall direct the office in carrying out the provi

sions of this act. 

Section 4. Legislative finance committee--appointment and term of 

members--officers., The legislative finance committee consists of four 

(4) members of the senate finance and claims committee and four (4) 

members of the house of representatives appropriations committee appointed 

before the end of the first regular session of the biennium by the re

spective chairmen of the respective committees. No more than two (2) of 

-2-



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES March 20, 1975 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 333 

the appointees of each house may be members of the same political party. 

A vacancy on the committee occurring when the legislature is not in 

session shall be filled by the select.:'.on of a member of the appropriate 

political party and appropriate committee as provided in this section by 

the remaining me~ers of the committee to complete the unexpired term. 

Appointments are for two (2) years and a member of the committee shall 

serve until his term of office as a legislator ends or until his succes

sor is appointed, whichever occurs first. The committee shall elect one 

of its members as chairman and such other officers as it considers neces-

sary. Members of the committee shall be reimbursed for expenses and paid 

;compensation as provided by law for interim standing committees. 

Section 5. Powers and duties of the committee. The committee may: 

(1) O~ganize, adopt rules to govern its proceedings, and meet as often as 

necessary, upon the call of the chairman, to advise and consult with the 

legislative fiscal analyst; 

(2) Employ the legislative fisqal analyst who shall serve at the 

pleasure of and be responsible to the committee, and the committee shall 

set his salary; 

(3) Exercise the investigatory powers of a standing committee under 

Title 43, chapter 4, R.c.M. 1947. 

Section 6. Legislative fiscal analyst's duties. The legislative 

fiscal. analyst shall: (1) provide for fiscal analysis of state government 

and accumulate, compile, analyze, and furnish such information bearing 

upon the financial matters of the state that is relevant to issues of 

policy and questions of statewide importance, including, but not limited 

to, investigation and study of the possibilities of effecting economy 

and efficiency in state government; 

(2) Estimate revenue from existing and proposed taxes; 

-3-
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COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 333 

(3) Analyze the executive budget and budget requests of selected 

state agencies and institutions, including proposals for the con

struction of capital improvements; 

(4) Make the reports and recommendations he deems desirable to the 

legislature and make reports and recommendations as requested by the 

legislative finance committee and the ·legislature;· and 

(5) Assist committees of the legislature, and individual legislators, 

in compiling and analyzing financial information. 

Section 7. Fiscal analysis information from state agencies. The 

legislative fiscal analyst has the authority to investigate and examine 

into the costs of state government activities and may examine the records, 

books, and files of any state agency, including confidential records of 

executive branch agencies. Every state agency shall furnish the legis

lative fiscal analyst with copies of all budget requests, at the time 

of submission to the budget director as provided by law, and if requested, 

all underlying and supporting documentation. In the year preceding each 

legislative session, the budget director shall furnish the legislative 

fiscal analyst on a confidential basis: 

(1) by December 1, a copy of the documents which reflect the an

ticipated receipts and other means of financing the budget for each fis

cal year of the ensuing biennium; and, 

(2) by December 1, a preliminary budget which shall meet the statutory 

requirements for submission of the budget to the legislature; and, 

(3) by Decewber 15, all amendments· to the preliminary budget. 

Section 8. Appointment of fiscal analysis employees and consultants. 

The legislative fiscal analyst may ~mploy, fix the salaries and define 

the duties of such staff and consultants as may be necessary, within the 

-4-



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES March 20, 1975 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 333 

the limits of his appropriation. 

Section 9. Funds transferred. Any unexpended funds appropriated 

by House Bill No. 1128, Session Laws of, 1974, and funds appropriated to 

the "Fiscal Analysis Program" in House Bill No. 286, Session Laws of 

1975, are hereby transferred to the office of the legislative fiscal 

analyst to carry out the purposes of this act. 

Section 10. Repealer. Sections 43-1101 through 43-1108, R.C.M. 

1947, are repealed. 

Section 11. Effective date. This act is effective on its passage 

and approval • '' 

AS SO AMl!:NDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 

FRANCIS 

.. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 333 

IJTBODUCEP Bl fti~SL• TBIESSKI, BATHERS. FASBEJDEB 

A BILL POR AI Act EJTITLED: "AB ACT TO PBOYIDE PUB FISCAL 

R:t:YIEli OP STATE GOY"ERJ ~EIIT &I ~8~ ~BGl&L&W£~ IU9.WQ8~ 

CBE)flJG 1 LEGISlATIJE fiiliCE CQBBiftEI AID SfJClP!liG IfS 

POIEBS AID pDTIES: CBEAIIBG THE OffiCE OP LEGlSLlTIYE PISClL 

IJALJST ARD SPICilJl!G POTIES; BE~ALIIG SECTIORS 43-1101 

TBBOUGB 43-11C&. R.C.B. 1947; &JD PBOYIDING AN EPPECTIYE 

DATE." 

BE IT EJACTED BY TB~ LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP ~ONTANI: 

lll!PER 'l'O THIRD liEADli!IG COPY 

(Strike ever}thing after the enacting clause ana insert:) 

&ee~iea lo Wi*le ae& paEpese et aeto Whis aa• •ay •e 

ei•ea as D~he Le~isla•ive Pieaaee &et•. Beeaase •he 

le!ialata~e is eeapeeaihle feE BffE&pFia•i•~ fB•*is €&ads, 

it aas~ p~aviae fa~ fiseal aBalyeis ef sta•e ~ave£Ba@a• ~e 

aeeaaala~e, eeapile 1 aaalyae 1 aad fa~Bish sash iafeF•a•ieB 

eea£iB§ epee the iieaeeial aa~~epe ef the s~a~e ~ha~ is 

i4tpe£~aase. 

see*iea ;.. J;etini~ieas. lit ~Me ast.e (1) •f>w~e 

a~eaer• aeaBs all effieee 1 aepa£t.ea*& 1 ~ea£Qs 1 eeaaissieas 1 

ias•~atieas 1 aaiYeFsities, eelle§e& 1 aae aay ethe£ i~Fsea 
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SB 0333/04 

eE aBj s•aee a~aiais~Fa~ive a&i~ ef eta~ !eYeFBaee' ta.• 
speaie e£ eaeaaheES pahlie aeaeys hJ vi£•ae ef aa 

•eaeys f£ea aey aea~ee. 

(2) •£eaai~~ee• aeaes tee letislat4Ye iiaaaae 

ee••i~tee eFea•ea hy t~is aeto 

(4) •aaitet ii~eete£• .aaas 'ae •••tet ii£ee-.£ 

appeiatee paeeaaat ~ seetiea 79 10121 RwGwBw 19117u 

Seetiea 4w Le9iala•i•e fiaaaee eeaaittee aai ef~iee ef 

le!ielative fiaaaee eeaait~ee vhie& shall he a pe .. aaeat 

jeia• eeaai•tee ef the letielat&Eea ~hePe is e~eatei the 

effiee et le!islative fiseal aaalyet. ~a letisla•i•e 

fieeal &Balys• eaall aipeee •ae eftise iB &a2E7iB! BB. •he 

pFe•isieaa et •his ae~. 

appeiataeet aBd te£a at aeaheES effieeee. ihe 

le!i&la•ive tiaaaee eeaai*tee aeasis•s ef ta~F (~) aeahe~e 

ef the seaate iiaaaee aad elaias sea•i*tee aaa tea£ C'l 

aeahe£& ef t8e aevse ef FepE&aeatatives appFepFiat&eas 

sessiea ef *he lilieaai\U ey •ae Eeepeetive &hili~•ea et ~he 

Fespeetive ee•aitteeao tie aeFB tllae tve (io!, et the 

appeiatees at eaelt !lease aay he aeaheES ef tile saae 

-2- SB 333 
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Sll 0333/04 SB 0333/011 

1 pelit'ieal !'llP'tfo 1 ~eti&la~i•e tise~ aaalyst. shal*l t1) PPe•iie LeE tieeal 

2 1 •aeil&&J ee \.ke ee••i~-t.ae aaa•E"wia! ·~•• .W.e 2 ... lJ&ie at stoa.•e !J898P .. eato aaa aeeaaa._'l;e 1 eeafi~, 

3 3 aaai.yae 1 aai faPBielt sasB iel!e-at.iea lleaPiii!J apea t-ile 

II 4 

5 appPepeia'te seaai't'tee as ppeviee~ ia 'this eeeeiea ~f tee ~ peli&f aaoi !Be&tieas at stateviae iapeFta&se 1 iaeloaii&!Jo eat 

6 £e&Qia~a~ aeaee£& et 'tae eeaa~eee ee eeaple~e 'the Qaeapieei 6 aet. $iaitoeoi toe, ia•eet.itat.iea aai eeaiy ef t-he pesei&ilit.ies 

7 'te~. Appeia'taeaes a£e ie£ twe (~t yeaes aai a aea~e£ at 7 ef eftesti&!J eeeaeay aaoi etfieieBey ia state !J&vewaaeatoe 

a tee eeaaietee eha11 se£ve aaeil hie tepa at effiee as a 8 (2) ES'liaat.e reveaae fEBa esiet.ii'I!J aei ppapeeei taaee 1 

9 legisla-te~ eaie a£ QBtil eis saeeessep is appeiated, 9 [3) Aaalyae t-Ile eaeeat.i•e ~iget. aas lt&i!Jeto Pe!Yestoe 

10 10 

11 11 

12 aaasiieES aeeessaEy. flleaaeEs at elte eeaaittee shall lite 12 1•1 Sake t-ile PepePtos aaoi Peeeaaeaiatiaas ~e oieeas 

13 £et.sa~ei €ar eape&see aai pais eaapeaeatiea as peeviie& ey 13 oiesirasle t.e ~he letislataEe aas aake Pepepte aai 

14 lav fa£ iate£ia etaaiiag eaaaittee&o 14 £eaeaaeadatieas as Ee!Jeeeeea lly the le!Jielative tiaaaee 

15 seetiaa §. Pave£& aae ia~s a€ the eeaaittea. •he 15 eeaakt.ee aa6 t.lte let:i.e:latoB£et ••~ 

16 eeaa~eee aay1 (lJ B£~aaiee 1 aiepe £ales te geYe~ ita 16 (i) Assist esaaittees et the le!Ji&lat&Pe 1 aaoi 

17 17 iasi•iaa•l letiB:lata£s 1 ia eeapilia~ aaoi aaalyaia~ tiaaaeial 

18 a€ the ehais.aa, ee adviSe aas eBBsalt with the legislative lb ial'a~at.iea. 

19 tieea:L &&illoys'tt 19 Sea~iea 7. Piee•l aaa.lyeie iaie~tiaa i£ea s'aee 

20 (21 Bapley 'the le~iela'tive tisaal aa~yet vhe eh~l 20 a~easieeo •he letiela•i•e fieeal aaaloyee has the aa~he£it.y 

21 se£va at ~e pleasaPe ef aas se £aepeas~~le te .aa 21 £e iavee*i!Ja'te aai eaaaiae ia~e ••a seats at eea•e 

22 aaaaittee, ... ~he eeaat•••a shall ae~ hie ealD£fl 22 !J&YB£aaeat aetivi'ties aai aay eaaaiae $he £eeepis 1 seeks, 

23 {3t Bae•eise W..e ill•eet;i!IB:tee, peve:t'& ef a s~aasillg 23 

24 eeaait.toee aaie£ l'iA;le II~, ellapt.ee 11 1 llwGollo 19117. 24 ~ee&£is ef e•eea'tive hFaae~ a~eaeies. Eve£¥ eea•e ateaey 

25 &eet.iaa &o ~e~isla~i•e €iseal aaalye~"e oiatoiesw l'lle 2~ eAall faPaieh the lefislative tieeal aaalyst with espies ef 
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all ~-m~e~ Pe!&esee 1 at •&e •~e ef eailaissiea te tae saa~et 

iiPe~eP as pPe•iaei ~~ lav, aai if FS!&este~, all 

aaie~lYiaq aa& suppeFtia~ iee&aeatatiea. Ia tee yea£ 

eilall fapaiea tae le~islati•e fissal aaalyst ea a 

eeafilleatial ilaaieu (1) lly ileeeaile£ 1 1 iil eepy eif ~e 

eeeaaea•e vaieil ~efleet tae aatieipatei ~eeeipts aai atae£ 

aeaae ef iiaaasia~ ~e &&~~e~ Ia£ eaea fiseal yea£ et ~e 

easaia~ ilieaai&at aai, 

(i!) ily BeeealleE 11 a p£elilliaaPJ l:iei')et vltielto slta1l 

11 aeet ~e statataEY Pe~aieeaea\6 is£ eeilaissiea at tltoe ilai')et 

12 ta ~ae la<Jislat&Eet aad 

13 

111 il&ifj!etw 

1~ Sestiaa io &ppeiataeat et tiseal aaalys~ eaplayees 

16 aai eeae11ltaats • 'J! he le')islative fieea1 aaal.yst aay eapley, 

11 ti• tltoe sala£ies aa& lletiae the llaties a£ see& staff aBEl 

1~ 

lY &f'f'Nf'Eia.tieB o 

2:C seetie& 9. ¥eaas ~Ea&sfeEFe~. lBf aaespeaaell faais 

21 as&Pe&£ia~ea ~ ... Sease Bill 11i!8, Sessiea Laws ef 197q, aaa 

22 taaas a~~Ea~Eiatea te ~ae ·~iseal &aalyeis PEa~Eaa• i& He&se 

23 Bill Meo i!B~, SessiBB Laws ef 197§ ' aEe ke£ehJ t£aaste£Eea 

2q te the effieP %9e f£seal aaalyst t ei the le§islat' . e eaEFJ' eat 

2~ ~-p .. ~es at 'this --a-et-,.-
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See~*o~-~~~--Re~ee~e~~----see~*efte---•~-~~9~----~ftre~~ft 

•~-~~ee7-R~e~M~--~94T7-e~e-re~ee~ed~ 

See~ieft-±i~--Bi£ee~i¥e--de~e~--~ftie-ee~-ie-ef£ee~ive-eft 

i~e-peeea~e-aftd-ep~re¥ei~ 

SECTION 1. TITLE AND PURPOSE OF ACT. THIS ACT MAY 3E 

CITED l\5 "THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE ACT". oECAUSE THE 

LEGISLATURE IS RESPONSioLE FOR APPROPRIATING PUBLIC FUNDS, 

8 IT !1UST PROVIDE FOR FISCAL ANALYSIS OF STATE GOVERNMENT TO 

9 ACCUMULATE, CO~WILE, ANALYZE, AND FURNISH SUCH INFORMATION 

10 BEARING UPON THE FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE STATE THAT IS 

11 RELEVANT TO ISSUES OF POLICY AND QUESTIONS OF STATEWIDE 

12 IMPORTANCE. 

13 SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. IN THIS ACT: 

l4 (1) "STATE AGENCY" MEANS ALL OFFICES, DEPARTMENTS, 

15 BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, INSTITUTIONS, UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES, 

16 AND ANY OTHER PERSON OR ANY OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT OF 

17 STATE GOVEfu~MENT THAT SPENDS OR ENCUMBERS PUBLIC MONEYS BY 

98 VIRTUE OF AN P._FPROPRIATION FROM THE LEGISLATURE, OR THAT 

19 HANDLES MONEY·ON 3EHALF OF THE STATE, OR THAT HOLDS ANY 

20 TRUST OR AGENCY MONEYS FROM ANY SOURCE. 

21 (2) "COMIHTTEE" MEANS THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE 

22 COMMITTEE CREATED BY THIS ACT. 

23 (3) "3UDGET DIRECTOR" MEANS THE 3UDGET DIRECTOR 

24 APPOINTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 79-1012, R.C.M. 1947. 

25 SECTION 3. LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND OFFICE OF 
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LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST CREATED. THERE IS CREATED A 

LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE WHICH SHALL BE A PERMANENT 

JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATURE. THERE IS CREATED THE 

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST. THE LEGISLATIVE 

FISCAL ANALYST SHALL DIRECT THE OFFICE IN CARRYING OUT THE 

PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT. 

SECTION 4. LEGISLATIVE FINl'.NCE COMMITTEE 

APPOINTMENT AND TERM OF MEMBERS -- OFFICERS. THE 

LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF: (1) FOUR (4) 

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE FINANCE AND CLAIMS COM-'HTTEE, 

APPOINTED 3Y THE CHAIRMAN; (2) T110 (2) MEMBERS OF THE 

SENATE APPOINTED, AT LARGE, BY THE COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES; 

{3) FOUR (4) MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APPROPRIATION COMMITTEE, APPOINTED BY THE CHAIRMAN; AND 

(4) TWO (2) MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE APPOINTED, AT LARGE, BY 

THE SPEAKER. THESE MEMBERS SHALL SE APPOINTED BEFORE THE 

END OF THE FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF THE BIENNIUM. NO MORE 

THAN THREE ( 3) MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE, 'I"tlO (2) COM."l.ITTEE 

MEMBERS AND ONE (1) AT LARGE MEMBER, MAY BE FROM THE SAME 

POLITICAL PARTY. 

A VACANCY ON THE COMMITTEE OCCURRING WHEN THE 

LEGISLATURE IS NOT IN SESSION SHALL BE FILLED BY THE 

SELECTION OF A MEMBER OF THE APPROPRIATE POLITICAL PARTY AND 

APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION BY THE 

REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE TO COMPLETE THE UNEXPIRED 
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TEF.M. APPOINTMENTS ARE FOR TWO ( 2) YEARS AND A !1EM'3ER OF 

THE COMMITTEE SHALL SERVE UNTIL HIS TERM OF OFFICE AS A 

LEGISLATOR ENDS OR UNTIL HIS SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED, 

WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST. THE CO~~ITTEE SHALL ELECT ONE OF 

ITS 11EMBERS AS CHAIRMAN AND SUCH OTHER OFFICERS AS IT 

CONSIDERS NECESSARY. t~M3ERS OF THE COMMITTEE SHALL BE 

REI~URSED FOR EXPENSES &~D PAID COMPENSATION AS PROVIDED 3Y 

LAW FOR INTERIM STANDING COM."l.ITTEES. 

SECTION 5. PO\'I"ERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE. THE 

COMMITTEE MAY: (1) ORGANIZE, ADOPT RULES TO GOVERN ITS 

PROCEEDINGS, AND MEET AS OFTEN AS NECESSARY, UPON THE CALL 

OF THE CHAIRMAN, TO ADVISE AND CONSULT WITH THE LEGISLATIVE 

FISCAL ANALYST; 

{2) EMPLOY THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST WHO SHALL 

SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF AND BE RESPONSIBLE TO THE 

COm!ITTEE, AND THE COMMITTEE SHALL SET HIS SALARY; 

(3) EXERCISE THE INVESTIGATORY POWERS OF A STANDING 

COMMITTEE UNDER TITLE 43, CHAPTER 4, R.C.M. 1947. 

SECTION 6. LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST'S DUTIES. THE 

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST SHALL: (1) PROVIDE FOR FISCAL 

ANALYSIS OF STATE GOVERNMENT AND ACCUMULATE, COMPILE, 

ANALYZE, AND FURNISH SUCH INFORMATION BEARING UPON THE 

FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE STATE THAT IS RELEVANT TO ISSUES OF 

POLICY AND QUESTIONS OF STATEWIDE IMPORTANCE, INCLUDING, BUT 

NOT LIMITED TO, INVESTIGATION AND STUDY OF THE POSSIBILITIES 
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OF EFFECTING ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY IN STATE GOVERNMENT; 

(2) ESTIMATE REVENUE FROM EXISTING AND PROPOSED TAXES; 

(3) ANALYZE THE EXECUTIVE BUDGET AND BUDGET REQUESTS 

OF SELECTED STATE AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING 

PROPOSALS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF CAPITAL IMPRQVEMENTS; 

(4) MAKE THE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS HE DEEMS 

DESIRABLE TO THE LEGISLATURE AND MAKE REPORTS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS AS REQUESTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE 

COMMITTEE AND THE LEGISLATURE; AND 

(5) ASSIST COMMITTEES OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND 

INDIVIDUAL LEGISLATORS, IN COMPILING AND ANALYZING FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION. 

SECTION 7. FISCAL ANALYSIS INFORMATION FROM STATE 

AGENCIES. THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST HAS THE AUTHORITY 

TO INVESTIGATE AND EXAMINE INTO THE COSTS OF STATE 

GOVERNHENT ACTIVITIES AND MAY EXAMINE THE RECORDS, BOOKS, 

AND FILES OF ANY STATE AGENCY, INCLUDING CONFIDENTIAL 

RECORDS OF EXECUTIVE BruL~CH AGENCIES. EVERY STATE AGENCY 

SHALL FURNISH THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST :>i'ITH COPIES OF 

ALL BUDGET REQUESTS, AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION TO THE BUDGET 

DIRECTOR AS PROVIDED BY LAW, AND IF REQUESTED, ALL 

UNDERLYING AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION. IN THE YEAR 

PRECEDING EACH LEGISLATIVE SESSION, THE BUDGET DIRECTOR 

SP.ALL FURNISH THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST ON A 

CONFIDENTIAL 3ASIS: 
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(1) BY DECEMBER 1, A COPY OF THE DOCUMENTS WHICH 

REFLECT THE ANTICIPATED RECEIPTS AND OTHER MEANS OF 

FINANCING THE BUDGET FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR OF THE ENSUING 

BIENNIUM; 

(2) BY DECEMBER 1, A PRELIMINARY BUDGET WHICH SHALL 

MEET THE STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMISSION OF THE BUDGET 

TO THE LEGISLATURE; AND 

(3) BY DECEMBER 15, ALL AMENDMENTS TO THE PRELIMINARY 

BUDGET. 

SECTION B. APPOINTMENT OF FISCAL ANALYSIS EMPLOYEES 

AND CONSULTANTS. THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST MAY EMPLOY, 

FIX THE SALARIES AND DEFINE THE DUTIES OF SUCH STAFF AND 

CONSULTANTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF HIS 

APPROPRIATION. 

SECTION 9. FUNDS TRANSFERRED. ANY UNEXPENDED FUNDS 

APPROPRIATED BY HOUSE BILL NO. 1128, SESSION LAWS OF 1974, 

AND FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE "FISCAL ANALYSIS PROGRAM" IN 

HOUSE '3ILL NO. 286, SESSION LAI•lS OF 19 7 5, ARE HERE3Y 

TRANSFERRED TCJ Tl!E OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST 

TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF THIS ACT. 

SECTION 10. REPEALER. SECriONS 43-1101 THROUGH 

43-1108, R.C.M. 1947, ARE REPEALED. 

SECTION 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS EFFECTIVE ON 

ITS PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-
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