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L>ITRODUCED 

A RILL FOR &~ ACT ENTITLED: "ru~ ACT fu'll.cmE<G SECTIO:~s 

16-4506 AND 16-4507 RELATING TO TIJ:E AOMlc .. ATION AdD ELECTI01 .. 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF A COU.~TY WATER OR SEI'ih"-

DISTRICT.• 

J3B IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-4506, R. C.M. l9 4 7, is amende a to 

read as follows: 

"16-4506. Election of clirectors--t3rm of office. At an 

election to be held within sucn district under ~~e 

provisions of ti1is act and t.'le laws governing general 

elections not inconsistent :1erewiti1, the district tnus 

organize<.i snall proceed wi~<in ninety (90) days after its 

formation to the election of a board of directors 

consistins, if t:~1ere are no mW1icipalicies wi t11in Lle 

boundaries of said <.iistrict, of five (51 .. <en10ers, or tnrea 

(3) members if there are ten (10) or less qualified electors 

in tile district. In all cases where tne boundaries of S"..!Cn 

district include any milllicipality or municipalities, saic. 

board of directors, in addition to said five (~) or L1ree 

(3) directors to oe electet:. as aforesaid, s;1all consist of 

one (1) additional ~irector for each one of saia 
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municipalities within such district, each such additional 

director to be appointed by the mayor of the municipality 

for which said additional director is allowed; and if there 

be any unincorporated territory within said district, one 

additional director, to be appointed by the board of 

commissioners of each county containing such territory. Any 

director so e1ected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee 

of real property within said district or a resident therein. 

A11 directors, elected or appointed, shall hold office until 

the election and qualification or appointment and 

qualification of their successors. The term of office of 

directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be 

four (4) years from and after the date of their election; 

provided, that the directors first elected after the passage 

of this act shall hold office on1y until the election and 

qualification of their successors as hereinafter provided. 

The term of office of directors appointed by said mayor or 

mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be six (6) 

years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to 

be first appointed under the provisions of this act shall be 

appointed within ninety {90) days after the formation of the 

district. The election of directors of such district shall 

be in every fourth year after its organization, on the 

fourth Tuesday in Harch, and shall be known as the "general 

district election." All other elections which may be held by 
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authority of this act, or of the general laws, shall be 

known as special district election.• 

Section 2. Section 16-4507, R.C.i,i. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"15-4507. Nomination of officers. (1) The mode of 

nomination and election of all elective officers of such 

district to be voted for at any district election and the 

mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor 

or mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be as 

follows and not otherwise. 

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the 

ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed 

in his behalf in the manner and form and under the 

conditions hereinafter set forth. 

(3) The petition of nomination shall consist of not 

less than ~weft~y-~~ve-*2Sr five (5) individual certificates, 

which shall read substantially as follows: 

State of •••• 

County of •••• 

PETITION OF NOHINATION 

Individual Certificate 

Prect. No. 

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in a 

petition for the nomination of •••• , whose residence is at 

for the office of •••• of the •••• district to be voted 
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for at the district election to be held in the •••• district 

on the •••• day of •••• , 19 •. ; and I further certify that I 

am a qualified elector and an owner or lessee of real 

property within said district, or a resident therein, and am 

not at this time a signer of any other petition nominating 

any other candidate for the above named office; or, in the 

case there are several places to be filled in the above 

named office, that I have not signed more petitions than 

th~re are places to be filled in the above named office; 

that my residence is at No. •••• street, •••• , and that my 

occupation is •••• 

(Signed} •••••••••••••••••••• 

State of Montana 

County of •••• 

•••• , being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the 

person who signed the foregoing certificate and that the 

statements therein are true and correct. 

(Signed) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

19 ••• 

day of 

Notary Public 

The petition of nomination of which this certificate 

forms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned to 

. . . . , at •••• , Montana • 
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(4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the auty of 

the county clerk to furnish upon application a reasonable 

number of forms of individual certificates of the above 

character. If the district lies in more than one county, the 

county clerk whose county contains the largest percentage of 

the territory of said district shall fulfill this function. 

(5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate 

paper. All certificates must be of uniform size as 

determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must 

contain the name of one signer thereto and no more. Each 

certificate shall contain the name of one candidate and no 

more, Each signer must be a qualified elector owning or 

leasing or residing upon real property within said district, 

must not at the time of signing a certificate have his name 

signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for 

the same office, or, in case there are several places to be 

filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for 

candidates for that office than there are places to be 

filled in such office. In case an elector has signed two or 

more conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall 

be rejected. Each signer must verify his certificate and 

make oath that the same is true, before a notary public. 

Each certificate shall further contain the name and address 

of the person to whom the petition is to be returned in case 

said petition is found insufficient. 
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petition. A petition of 

less than ~weft~y-£~ve--~~5t 

five (5) individual certificates for any one candidate, may 

be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five 

(45) days nor later than thirty (30) days before the 

election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date 

upon which the petition was presented to him. If the 

district lies in more than one county, such petition for 

nomination shall be presented to the county clerk whose 

county contains the largest percentage of the territory of 

said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties 

assigned to county clerks in elections under this act. 

(7) Examination of petition. When a petition of 

nomination is presented for filing to the county clerk, he 

shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether or 

not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found 

not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing 

designate on said petition the defect or omission or reason 

why such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the 

petition to the person named as the person to wnom the same 

may be returned in accordance with this section. '~'i1e 

petition may then be amended and again presented to the 

clerk as in the first instance. The clerk shall forthwith 

proceed to examine the petition as hereinbefore provided. If 

necessary, the board of commissioners shall provide extra 
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help to enable the clerk to perform satisfactorily 

promptly the duties imposed by this section. 

and 

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition 

of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name frorrt the 

same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocation 

the of his signature before the filing of his petition by 

clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to 

sign a petition for another candidate for the same office. 

(9) Candidate may withdraw. Any person whose name has 

been presented under this section as a candidate may, not 

later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election, 

cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing 

with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, a~d no 

name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon 

such withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not 

exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may 

be made by filing petitions therefor not later than 

twenty-five (25) days prior to such election. 

(10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended 

petition of nomination be found sufficiently signed as 

hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file the same 

twenty-five (25} days before the date of the election. l'lhen 

a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the clerk 

it shall not be withdrawn or added to and no signatures 

shall be revoked thereafter. 
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(Ill Pe~itions preserved. The county clerk shall 

preserve in his office for a period of two years, all 

petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging 

thereto, filea under this section. 

(12) List of candidates. Immediately after such 

petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the nataes 

of the candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled, 

·and shall not later than twenty (20) days before the 

election certify such list as being the list·of candidates 

nominated as required by the provisions of this act, and the 

board of commissioners of each county in which the district 

lies shall cause said certified list of names and the 

offices to be filled, to be published in the proclamation 

calling the election at least ten (10) successive days 

before the election in at least one (1) but not more than 

three (3) newspapers of general circulation published in 

Such each county in which such district is located. 

proclamation shall conform in all respects to the general 

state law governing the conduct of general elections now or 

hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise 

herein provided. 

(13) Ballots. Form. The county clerk shall cause the 

ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided by 

said general state law, except as otherwise required in this 

act. The ballots shall contain the list of names and the 
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respective offices as published in the proclamation and 

shall be in substantially the following form: 

GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) DISTRICT ELECTION 

••••••••••••• District 

(Inserting date thereof.) 

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross 

(X) opposite the name of the candidate for whom you desire 

to vote. All marks otherwise made are forbidden. All 

distinguishing marks are forbidden and make the ballot void. 

If you wrongly mark, tear or deface this ballot, return it 

to the inspector of election, and obtain another. 

(14) How printed. All ballots printed shall be 

precisely on the same size, quality, tint of paper, kind of 

type,· and color of ink, so that without the n~~r it would 

be impossible to distinguish one ballot from another; and 

the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot shall be 

in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided 

on the right-hand side for questions to be voted upon at 

district election, as provided for under this act. The names 

of the candidates for each office shall be arranged in 

alphabetical order, and nothing on the ballot shall be 

indicative of the source of the candidacy or of the support 

of any candidate. 

(15) No candidate omitted. The name of no candidate 

who has been duly and regularly nominated, and who has not 
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his name as herein provided shall be omitted from 

Office. The offices to be filled shall be 

arranged in the following order: "For director vote for 

(giving number)." 

(17) Voting squares. Half-inch square shall ~e 

provided at the right of the name of each candidate wherein 

to mark the cross. 

(18) Spaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces 

shall be left below the printed names of candidates for each 

office, equal in number to the number to be voted for, 

wherein the voter may write the name of any person or 

persons for whom he may wish to vote. 

(19) Votes necessary to elect. In case there is but 

one person to be elected to an office, the candidate 

receiving a majority of the votes cast for all the 

candidates for that office, shall be declared elected; in 

case there are two or more persons to be elected to an 

office, as that of director, t1en those candidates equal in 

nu.'llber to the number to ~e elected, uho receive the highest 

number of votes for such office shall be declared elected. 

(20) Failure to qualify. If a person elected fails to 

qualify, the office shall be filled as if there were a 

vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided. 

(21) Node of appointment by mayor. The mode of 

-10-
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or directors by a mayor, or by a 

shall be by certificate of 

3 appoin~~ent signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by 

4 said board of commissioners, and transmitted to the boar~ of 

5 directors of said district. 

6 (22} Informality not to invalidate. No informality in 

7 conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if 

8 they have been conducted by directors to fill a vaqpncy, or 

9 appointed by a mayor or by this act.• 

-End-
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Approved by Comrn. 
on Local Government 
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A 3I:L.I.. FOR A.~ ACT r.:.ni'i'LJ:;D: "A.i ACT A!.fr.dDL1G S!::CTIOi'lS 

lo-4506 Ai:ID 16-450 7 RELATil>lG TO THE .o!OMidATION Ai'ID ELECTiu.-i 

OF Td:t; 30ARD OF DIR;:;CTORS OF A COU•'lTY i'ATER OR SJ::;ili:;.~ 

DISTRICT." 

.:n; IT ENAC'l'I:.D .aY THI: LEGISLATURE OF THE STNcB OF :'lOt'lTANA: 

Section l. Section 16-4506, R. C.i•l. 194 7, is amendea to 

read as follows: 

"16-4506. Election of directors--ter.n ~f .office. At an 

election to be .<eld wi t..'lin such district under t.'le 

;:>revisions of this act and the laws governing general 

elections not· inconsistent :1erewitn, tile district thus 

organizeu snall proceed wi tain nL<ety (9J) days after its 

iormation to tae election of a board of directors 

.:::onsisting, if there are no ntunicipalities within tne 

boundaries of said district, of five (5) members, or tnree 

(3) members if t.~ere are ten (10) or less qualified electors 

in the district. In all cases where t..'le boundaries of such 

district include any municipality or municipalities, said 

board of directors, in addition to said iive (5) or t.1rae 

ill directors to be elected as aforesaid, s.1.all consist of 

one (1) additional director for each one of saia 
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municipalities within such district, each such additional 

director to be appointed by the mayor of the municipality 

for which said additional director is allovred; and if there 

be any unincorporated territory within said district, one 

additional director, to be appointed by the board of 

commissioners of each county containing such territory. Any 

director so elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee 

of real property within said district or a resident therein. 

All directors, elected or appointed, shall hold office until 

the election and qualification or appointment and 

qualification of their successors. The term of office of 

directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be 

four (4) years from and after the date of their election; 

provided, that the directors first elected after the passage 

of this act shall hold office only until the election and 

qualification of their successors as hereinafter provided. 

The term of office of directors appointed by said mayor or 

mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be six (6) 

years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to 

be first appointed under the provisions of this act shall be 

appointed within ninety (90) days after the formation of the 

district. The election of directors of such district shall 

be in every fourth year after its organization, on the 

fourth Tuesday in March, and shall be known as the "general 

district election." All other elections which 

- 2 - s S 
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authority of this act, or of the general laws, shall be 

known as special district election,w 

Section 2. Section 16-4507, R.C,M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•16-4507. Nomination of officers. (1} The mode of 

nomination and election of all elective officers of such 

district to be voted for at any district election and the 

mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor 

or mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be as 

follows and not otherwise. 

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the 

ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed 

in his behalf in the manner and form ~nd under the 

conditions hereinafter set forth. 

(3) The petition of nomination shall consist of not 

less than ~wen~~-~~¥e-~2S~ five (5) individual certificates, 

which shall read substantially as follows: 

State of •••• 

County of •••• 

PETITION OF NOMINATION 

Individual Certificate 

Prect. ,;o. 

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in a 

petition for the nomination of •••• , whose residence is at 

•••• for L~e office of •••• of tile •••• district to 0e voted 
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for at the district election to be held in the •••• district 

on the •••• day of •••• , 19 •• : and I further certify that I 

am a qualified elector and an owner or lessee of real 

property within said district, or a resident therein, and am 

not at this time a signer of any other petition nominating 

any other candidate for the above named office: or, in the 

case there are several places to·be filled in the above 

named office, that I have not signed more petitions than 

there are places to be filled in the above named office; 

that my·residence is at No ••••• street, •••• , and that my 

occupation is •••• 

(Signed) •••••••••••••••••••• 

State of Montana 

County of •••• 

•••• ,being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the 

person who signed the foregoing certificate and that the 

statements therein are true and correct. 

{Signed) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

19 ••• 

day of 

Notary Public 

The ~ti~ion ef nomination of which this certificate 

forms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned to 

. . . .. , at •••• , I!ontana • 
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(4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the uuty of 

the county clerk to furnish upon application a reasonable 

number of forms of individual certificates of the above 

character. If the district lies in more than one county, the 

county clerk whose county contains the largest percentage of 

the territory of said district shall fulfill this function. 

{5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate 

paper. All certificates must be of uniform size as 

determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must 

contain the name of one signer thereto and no more. Each 

certificate shall contain the name of one candidate and no 

more. Each signer must be a qualified el~tor owning or 

leasing or residing upon real property within said district, 

must not at the time of signing a certificate have his name 

signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for 

the same office, or, in case there are several places to be 

filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for 

candidates for that office than there are places to be 

filled in such office. In case an elector has signed two or 

more conflicting certif~cates, all such certificates shall 

be rejected. Each signer must verify his certificate ·;nd 

make oath that the same is true, before a notary public. 

Each certificate shall further contain the name and address 

of the person to whom the petition is to oe returned in case 

said petition is found insufficient. 
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(6) Presentation of petition. A petition of 

nomination, consisting of not less than ~ft~y-~ive--~i5r 

five (5) individual certificates for any one candidate, may 

be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five 

(45) days nor later than thirty (30) days before the 

election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date 

upon which the petition was presented to him. If the 

district lies in more than one county, such petition for 

nomination shall be presented to the county clerk whose 

county contains the largest percentage of the territory of 

said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties 

assigned to county clerks in elections under this act. 

(7) Examination· of petition. When a petition of 

nomination is presented for filing to the county clerk, he 

shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether or 

not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found 

not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing 

designate on said petition the defect or omission or reason 

why such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the 

petition to the person named as the person to whom the same 

may be returned in accordance with this section. 'l'he 

petition may then be amended and again presented to the 

clerk as in the first instance. The clerk shall forthwith 

proceed to examine the petition as hereinbefore provided. If 

necessary, the board of commissioner~ shall provide extra 

-6- ( i ~ ' 
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help to enable the clerk to perform satisfactorily 

promptly the duties imposed by this section, 

and 

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition 

of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name from the 

same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocation 

of his signature before the filing of his petition by the 

clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to 

sign a petition for another candidate for the same office. 

(9) Candidate may withdraw. Any person whose name has 

been presented under this section as a candidate may, not 

later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election, 

cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing 

with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, and no 

name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon 

sucn withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not 

exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations 

be made by filing petitions therefor not later 

twenty-five (25) days prior to such election. 

may 

than 

(10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended 

petition of nomination be found sufficiently si9ned as 

hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file ti1e same 

t111enty-five (25) days before the date of the election. ~:hen 

a petition of nomination shall have been !iled by the clerk 

it shall not be withorawn or added to and no signatures 

s;1all be revoked thereafter. 
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(11) The county clerk shall 

preserve 

Petitions preserved. 

in his office for a period of two years, all 

petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging 

thereto, filed under this section. 

(12) List of candidates. Immediately after such 

petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the· names 

of the candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled, 

and shall not later than twenty (20) days before the 

election certify such list as being the list of candidates 

nominat~ as required by the provis~ons of this act, and the 

board of commissioners of eac~ county in which the district 

lies shall cause said certified list of names and the 

offices to be filled, to be published in the proclamation 

calling the election at least ten (10} successive days 

before the election in at least one (1) but not more than 

three ( 3) ne,.,.spapers 

county in which 

of general circulation publis;1ed in 

each such district is located. Such 

proclamation shall conform in all respects to ~,e general 

state law governing the conduct of general elections now or 

in force, applicable thereto, except as othendse hereafter 

herein provided. 

(13) Ballots. Form. The county clerk shall cause the 

ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided ~y 

said general state law, except as otherwise required in this 

act. The ballots shall contain the list of names and ~1e 
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respective offices as published in the procl~.ation and 

shall be in substantially the following for.m: 

GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) DISTRICT ELECTION 

••••••••••••• District 

(Inserting date thereof.) 

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross 

(X) opposite the name of the candidate for whom you desire 

to vote. All marks otherwise made are forbidden. ~11 

distinguiahing marks are forbidden and make the ballot void. 

If you wrongly mark, tear or deface this ballot, return it 

to the inspector of election, and obtain another. 

(14) How printed. All ballots printed shall be 

precisely on the same size, quality, tint of paper, kind of 

type, and color of ink, so that without the number it would 

be impossible to distinguish one ballot from another; and 

the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot s;1all be 

in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided 

on the right-hand side for questions to be voted upon at 

district election, as provided for under this act. The names ... 
of the candidates for each office shall be arranged in 

alphabetical order, and nothing on the ballot shall be 

indicative of the source of the candidacy or of the support 

of any candidate. 

(15) No candidate omitted. The name of no candidate 

who has been duly and regularly nominated, and who has not 
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withdrawn his name as herein provided shall be omitted from 

the ballot. 

(16) Office. The offices to be filled shall be 

arranged in the following order: "For director vote for 

(giving number).• 

(17) Voting squares. Half-inch square shall be 

provided at the right of the name of each candidate wherein 

to mark the cross. 

(18) Spaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces 

shall be left below the printed names of candidates for each 

office, equal in number to the number to be voted for, 

wherein the voter may write the name of any person or 

persons for whom he may wish to vote. 

(19) Votes necessary to elect. In case there is but 

one person to be elected to an office, the candidate 

receiving a majority of the votes cast for all the 

candidates for that office, shall be declared elected; in 

case there are two or more persons to be elected to an 

office, as that of director, then those candidates equal in 

number to the number to be elected, who receive the highest 

number of votes for such office shall be declared elected. 

(20) Failure to qualify. If a person elected fails to 

qualify, the office shall be filled as if there were a 

vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided. 

(21) Mode of appointment 

b3a6 

The mode of 

6t8 -10-



LC 1063 

1 appointment of director or directors by a mayor, or by a 

2 board of commissioners, shall be by certificate of 

3 appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued ~Y 

4 said board of commissioners, and transmitted to the board of 

5 directors of said district. 

6 (22) Informality not to invalidate. No informality in 

7 conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if 

a they have been conducted by directors to fill a vacancy, or 

9 appointed by a mayor or by this act.• 

-End-
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A 3I.u.L. FJR &'I ACT Eci'.i'l'l'LJ::D: "&.'i ACT A.MLLWL<G S!::C'J.'IWIS 

la-4:SD6 :~m 16-4507 RELA'l'L~..; TO 'l'HE .W!1li1ATION &1D ELECTiu.1 

OF Tiii: .JOARD OF >:JIRECT0RS OF A COU.'ITY WATER OR SL.:;JLrt 

DISTRICT." 

dB IT £::1AC'rLil aY rHE LI:GISLATURZ OF THi!: STA'.i'E OF :10HTk.'IA: 

Section 1. Section 16-4506, R. C.H. 194 7, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-4506. .::lection of ciirectors--tenn pf office. At an 

election to be ~"leld wit.'lin suc_i-1 district under tile 

,;:>rovisions of tt1is act and the laws governing gene~:al 

elections not inconsistent c1erewith, t;te cistrict thus 

or.,;:::.nize<l s;1all :;>rocee<i witain niaety (9J) aays after its 

£ormation to ti1e election of a ooard of directors 

,.::onsiatin~, if t~J.ere are no iW~.~.ticipali ties within t..~e 

boundaries of said uistrict, of five (5) members, or three 

(3) members if there are ten (lu) or less qualified electors 

in the district. In all cases where the boundaries of sucn 

district incl ucie any m=icipali ty or municipalities, said 

board of directors, in addition to said five {3) or t.~ree 

l2l directors to be elected as aforesaid, shall consist of 

one (l) additional director for each one of said 
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municipalities within sue;, (:.istrict, each such additional 

director to be appointed oy the mayor of the municipality 

for which said additional director is allowed~ and if there 

be any unincorporatec territory within said district, one 

additional director, to be appointed by the board of 

commissioners of each county containing such territory. Any 

director so elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee 

of real property within said district or a resident therein. 

All directors, elected or appointed, shall hold office until 

the election and qualification or appointment and 

qualification of ~~eir successors. The term of office of 

directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be 

four (4) years from and after the date of their election~ 

provided, that the directors first elected after the passage 

of this act shall hold office only until the election and 

qualification of their successors as hereinafter provided. 

The term of office of directors appointed by said mayor or 

mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be six (6) 

years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to 

be first appointed under the provisions of this act shall be 

appointed within ninety (90) days after the formation of the 

district. The election of directors of such district shall 

be in every fourth year after its organization, on the 

fourth Tuesday in March, and shall be known as the "general 

district election." All other elections which may be 

~~' ~ :~) --2: '; 

held by 

I '-
~";-
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authority of this act, or of the general laws, shall be 

known as special district election.• 

Section 2, Section 16-4507, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-4507, Nomination of officers. (l) The mode of 

nomination and election of all elective officers of such 

district to be voted for at any district election and the 

mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor 

or mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be as 

follows and not otherwise. 

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the 

ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed 

in his behalf in the manner and form jind under the 

conditions hereinafter set forth. 

(3) The petition of nomination shall consist of not 

less than ewea~y-ti¥e-iiST five (5) individual certificates, 

which shall read substantially as follows: 

s·tate of •••• 

County of •••• 

PETITION OF NOHINATION 

Individual Certificate 

Prect. do. 

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in a 

petition for the nomination of •••• , whose residence is at 

•••• for the office of •••• of the •••• district to be voted 
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for at the district election to be held in the •••• district 

on the •••• day of •••• , 19 •• ~ and I further certify that I 

am a qualified elector and an owner or lessee of real 

property within said district, or a resident t:1erein, and a.-u 

not at this time a signer of any other petition nominating 

any other candidate for the above named office~ or, in tile 

case there are several places to be filled in the above 

named office, that I have not signed more petitions than 

there are places to be filled in the above named office~ 

that my'residence is at No. 

occupation is •••• 

State of Montana 

County of •••• 

street, •••• , and that my 

(Signed) ••••••••••••••.••••• 

•••• ,being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the 

person who signed the foregoing certificate and thut tnc 

statements therein are true and correct. 

(Signed) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

19 ••• 

day of 

Notary Public 

The petition of nomination of which this certificate 

forms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned to 

at •••• , Nontana • 
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(4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the duty of 

the county clerk to furnish upon application a reasonable 

number of forms of individual certificates of the above 

character. If the district lies in more than one county, the 

county clerk whose county contains the largest percentage of 

the territory of said district shall fulfill this function. 

(5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate 

paper. All certificates must be of uniform size as 

determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must 

contain the name of one signer thereto and no more. Each 

certificate shall contain the name of one·candidate and no 

more. r:aci< signer must be a qualified elector owning or 

leasing or residing upon real property within said district, 

must not at the time of signing a certificate ~ave his name 

signed to any otL<er certificate for any other car.O.idate for 

the same office, or, in case there are several places to be 

filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for 

candidates for that office ~~an there are places to be 

filled in such office, In case an elector :<as signed two or 

more conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall 

be rejected, Each signer must verify his certificate and 

make oath that the same is true, before a notary public. 

Each certificate shall further contain the name and address 

of the person to whom the petition is to be returned in case 

said petition is found insufficient. 
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(6) Presentation of petition. A petition of 

nomination, consisting of not less than ~eft~r-five--i~5t 

five (5) individual certificates for any one candidate, may 

be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five 

(45) days nor later than thirty (30} days before the 

election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date 

upon which the petition was presented to him. If the 

district lies in more than one county, such petition for 

nomination shall be presented to the county clerk whose 

county contains the largest percentage of the territory of 

said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties 

assigned to county clerks in elections under this act. 

(7) Examination· of petition. When a petition of 

nomination is presented for filing to the county clerk, he 

shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether or 

not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found 

not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing 

designate on said petition the defect or omission or reason 

why such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the 

petition to the person named as the person to whom the same 

may be returned in accordance with this section. The 

petition may then be amended and again presented to the 

clerk as in the first instance. The clerk shall forthwith 

proceed to examine the petition as hereinbefore provided. If 

necessary, the board of c:~s~e~hall~o\id~xtra 
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help to enable the clerk to perform satisfactorily and 

promptly the duties imposed by this section. 

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition 

of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name from the 

same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocation 

of his signature before the filing of his petition by the 

clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to 

sign a petition for another candidate for the same office. 

(9) Candidate may withdraw. Any person whose name has 

been ~resented under this section as a candidate may, not 

later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election, 

cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing 

with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, ana no 

name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon 

such withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not 

exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may 

be made by filing petitions therefor not later than 

twenty-five (25) days prior to such election. 

(10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended 

petition of nomination be found sufficiently signed as 

hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file tile same 

twenty-five (25) days before the date of the election. 

a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the 

\"ihen 

clerk 

it snall not be withdrawn or added to and no signatures 

shall be revoked thereafter. 
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(11) Petitions preserved. The county clerk shall 

preserve in his office for a period of two years, all 

petitions of nomination and all certificates nelonging 

thereto, filea under this section. 

(12) List of candidates. Immediately after such 

petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the· ncu.1es 

of ~,e candidates in a list, with the offices to ~e filled, 

and shall not later than twenty (20) days before the 

election certify such list as being the list of candidates 

nominat~d as required by the provisions of this act, and tile 

board of coiJUilissioners of each county in which the ciistrict 

lies shall cause said certified list of ~ames and the 

offices to be filled, to be published in t11e proclamation 

calling the election at least ten (lO) successive days 

before the election in at least one (1} but not ~ore t!liln 

three ( 3) ne,..rspapers of general circulation ;>ublis;<ed in 

;3uch each county in which such district is located. 

proclamation shall conform in all respects to tiw general 

state law governing the conduct of general elections no•1 or 

hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise 

herein provided. 

(13) Ballots. Form. The county clerk shall cause the 

ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided ~~ 

said general state law, except as otherwise required in this 

act. The ballots shall contain the list of names and the 
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respective offices as publis~ed in G~e proclamation and 

shall be in substantially the following form: 

GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) DISTRICT LLECTION 

••••••••••••• District 

(Inserting date thereof.) 

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross 

(X) opposite the na:ne of the candidate for w;1om you desire 

to vote. All marks otherwise made are forbidden. ~11 

distinguishing marks are forbidder. and make the ballot void. 

If you wrongly mark, tear or deface t~is ballot, return it 

to the inspector of election, and obtain another. 

(14) How printed. All ballots printed shall ~e 

precisely on the same size, quality, tint of paper, kind of 

type, and color of ink, so that without the number it would 

be i~?ossiule to distinguish one ballot fran another; and 

the names of all candidates printed upon the ~allot shall be 

in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided 

on the right-hand side for questions to be voted upon at 

district election, as provided for under this act. The nai'Jes 

of the candidates for each office shall be arranged in 

alphabetical order, and nothing on the ballot shall oe 

indicative of the source of the candidacy or of G~e support 

of any candidate. 

(15) No candidate omitted. The name of no candidate 

who has been duly and regularly nominated, and vihO has not 
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withdrawn his name as herein provided shall be ord tted fror.-, 

the ballot. 

(16) Office. The offices to be filled shall be 

arranged in the following order: "For director vote for 

(giving number)." 

(17) voting squares. Half-inch square shall ;,e 

proviaed at the right of the name of each candidate wherein 

to mark the cross. 

(18) Spaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces 

shall be left below the printed names of candidates for each 

office, equal in number to the number to be voted for, 

wherein the voter may write the name of any person or 

persons for whom he may wish to vote. 

(19) Votes necessary to elect. In case there is but 

one person to be elected to an office, the candidate 

receiving a majority of the votes cast for all the 

candidates for that office, shall be declared elected; in 

case there are two or more persons to be elected to an 

office, as that of director, then those candidates esual in 

number to the number to be elected, who receive the highest 

number of votes for such office shall be declared elected. 

(20) Failure to qualify. If a person elected fails to 

qualify, the office shall be filled as iof there ~ere a 

vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided. 

(21) Hode of appointment 

-10-
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or directors by a mayor, or by a 

snail be by certificate of 

3 appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by 

4 said board of commissioners, and transmitted to the board of 

5 directors of said district. 

6 (22} Informality not to invalidate. No informality in 

7 conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if 

8 they nave been conducted by directors to fill a vacancy, or 

9 appointed by a mayor or by this act,w 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 318 

Ili'rRODDCED BY };CQt1BER, STORY 

A l.liLL FOR A.'l ACT ENTITLED: "l'N ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 

16-4506 Ai-ID 16-450 7 RELATING TO THE NOhiNAT ION AND ELECTION 

OF THL BOARD OF DIRECI'OPS OF A COt:NTY WATER OR SEWER 

DISTRICT. H 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 16-4506, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follcws: 

ftl6-4506. 

election to 

.-revisions of 

elections not 

Election of directors--term of office. At an 

be held within such district under the 

this act and the laws governing general 

inconsistent herewith, the district thus 

organizeti shall proceed ·.-~ithin ninety (90) days after its 

formation to the election of a board of directors 

consisting, if there are no municipalities within the 

boundaries of said district, of five (5) rrerrbers, or three 

(3) members if there are ten (10) or less qualified electors 

in the district. In all cases where the boundaries of such 

district include any municipality or municipalities, said 

board of directors, in addition to said five (5) or three 

i1l directors to be elected as aforesaid, shall consist of 

one (1) additional director for each one of said 
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municipalities within such district, each such additional 

director to be appointed by the mayor of the municipality 

for which said additional director is allowed; and if there 

be any unincorporated territory within said district, one 

additional director, to be appointed by the board of 

commissioners of each county containing such territory. Any 

director so elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee 

of real p=perty within said district or a resident therein. 

All directors, elected or appointed, shall hold office until 

the election and qualification or appointment and 

qualification of their successors. The term of office of 

directors elected under the pro vis ions of this act shall be 

four (4) years from and after the date of their election; 

Frovideci, that the directors first elected after the passage 

of this act shall hold office only until the election and 

qualification of their successors as hereinafter provided. 

The tenn of office of directors appointed by said mayor or 

mayors or by said board of comis sioners shall be six ( 6) 

years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to 

be first appointed unC::er the provisions of this act shall be 

appointeD. >qithin ninety (90) days after the formation of the 

aistrict. The election of directors of such district shall 

Le in every fourt.'l year after its organization, on the 

fourtl1 Tuesc.ay in Harch, ane shall be known as the "general 

district eleccion." All other elections •,;hich may be held by 

-2- SB 318 



I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

~ 

b 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lb 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0318/03 

authority of this act, or of the general laws, shall be 

known as special district election." 

Section 2. Section 16-4507, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follc:ws: 

"16-4507. Nomination of officers. (l) The mode of 

nomination and election of all elective officers of such 

district to be voted for at any district election and the 

mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor 

or mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be as 

follows and not otherwise. 

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the 

ballot tvhen a petition of nomination shall have been filed 

in his behalf in the manner and form and under the 

conditions hereinafter set forth. 

( 3) The petition of ncmination shall consist of not 

less than ~wea~~-~i¥e-f~~r five (5) individual certificates, 

which shall read substantially as fo !lows: 

State of •••. 

County cf •••• 

PETITION OF NO~~NATION 

Individual Certificate 

Prect. No •••.• 

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in a 

petition for the nomination of •••• , whose residence is at 

.••• for the office of •••• of the ••.• district to be voted 
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for at the district election to be held in the •••• district 

on the ..•. day of •••• , 19 .. ; and I further certify that I 

am a qualified elector and an owne·: or lessee of real 

rroperty within said district, or a resident therein, and am 

not at this time a signer of any ether petition naninatin<; 

any other candidate for the above named office; or, in the 

case there are several places to be filled in the above 

named office, that I have not s ignec more petitions than 

there are places to be filled in the above named office; 

that my residence is at No. • . • • street, •••• , and that my 

occupation is .... 

(Signed) 

State of l'fDntana 

County of •.•• 

being duly sworn, deposes and sccys that he is the 

ferson who signed the foregoing certificate and that the 

stat€:lllents t."f-terein are true and correct. 

(Signed) ••.••.••..••.•.••..• 

Subscribed and swo= to before me this ..•• day of .••• 

19 ••• 

terms 

3otary Public 

The f-eti tion of nomination of which this certificate 

a r,art shall, if fauna insufficient, be returned to 

at ...•• !>lantana. 
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(4) Clerk to furnish forrr.s. It shall be the duty cf 

the county clerk tc furnish upon application a reasonable 

number of fonns of indivicual certificates of the above 

character. If the district lies in more than one county, the 

county cl£rk whose county contains the largest percentage of 

the territory of said district shall fulfill this function. 

(5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate 

paper. Jill certificates must be of uniform size as 

determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must 

contain the name of one signer thereto and no more. Each 

certificate shall contain the name of one candidate and no 

more. Each signer must be a qualified elector owning or 

leasing or residing upon real property within said district, 

must not at the time of signing a certificate have his name 

signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for 

the same office, or, in case there are several places to be 

filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for 

caJtdi(.ates for that office than there are places to be 

fi llec in such office. In case an elector has signed two or 

more conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall 

be rE.j£cted. Each signer n.ust verify his certificate and 

make oath that the same is true, before a nctary Fublic. 

I::ach certificate shall further contain the name and address 

of the person to whom the petition is tc be returned in case 

said petition is founc insufficient. 
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(6) Presentation of petition. A petition of 

nomination, consisting of not less than 4:weft~y-~oio.,e-fi!.St

five (5) individual certificates for any one candidate, may 

be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five 

(45) days nor later than thirty ( 30) days before the 

election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date 

upon which the petition was presented to him. If the 

district lies in more than one county, such petition for 

nomination shall· be presented to the county clerk whose 

county contains the largest percentage of the territory of 

said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties 

assigned to county clerks in elections under this act. 

( 7) Examination of petition. When a petition of 

nomination is presenteci for filing to the county clerk, he 

shall forthwith exa~nine the same, and ascertain whether or 

not it conforrrs to the frovisions of this section. If found 

not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing 

designate on said Fetition the defect or omission or reason 

1-1hy such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the 

petition to the person named as the person to whom the same 

may be returned in accordaLce with this section. The 

petition may then be amended and again presented to the 

clerk as in the first instance. 'fhe clerk shall forthwith 

~roceed to exanine the petition as hereinbefore provided. If 

necessary, the board of ccrcr.tissioners shall Frovide extra 
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help to enable the clerk to perform satisfactorily and 

Fromptly ti1e duties i~posed by this section. 

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition 

of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name from the 

same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocation 

of his signature before the filing of his petition by the 

clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to 

sign a petition for another candidate for the same office. 

(9) candicate may withdraw. Any person whose name has 

been presented under this section as a candidate may, not 

later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election, 

cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing 

with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, and no 

name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon 

such withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not 

exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may 

be made by filing petitions therefor not later than 

twenty-five (25) days prior to such election. 

(10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended 

petition of nomination be found sufficiently signed as 

hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file the same 

twenty-five (25) days before the date of the election. When 

a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the clerk 

it shall not be withdrawn or added to and no signatures 

shall be revoked thereafter. 
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(11) Petitions preserved. The county clerk shall 

all preserve in his office for a period of two years, 

petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging 

thereto, filed under this section. 

(12) List of candidates. Imnediately after such 

petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the names 

of tne candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled, 

and shall not later than twenty (20) days before the 

election certify such list as being the list of candidates 

nominated as required by the provisions of this act, and the 

board of commissioners of each county in which the district 

lies shall cause said certified list of names and the 

offices to be filled, to be published in the proclamation 

calling the el~ction at least ten (10) successive days 

before the election in at least cne (l) but not more than 

three (3) newspapers of general circulation fUblished in 

each county in which such district is located. Such 

froclamation shall conform in all respects to the general 

state law governing the conduct of general elections now or 

hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise 

herein provided. 

(13) Ballots. Form. The county clerk shall cause the 

ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided by 

said general state law, except as otherwise required in this 

act. The ballots shall contain the list of names and the 
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respective offices as published in the proc lam at ion 

shall be in substantially the follcwing form: 

and 

(X) 

GENE PAL (OR SFECIJl.L) DISTRICT ELECT ION 

..••••••••..• District 

(Inserting date thereof.) 

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross 

opposite the name of t.'le candidate for whom you desire 

to vote. All marks otherwise maae are forbidden. All 

distinguishing marks are forbidden and make the ballot void. 

If you wrongly mark, tear or deface this ballot, return it 

to the inspector of election, and obtain another. 

(14) How printed. All ballots printed shall be 

precisely on the same size, quality, tint of paper, kind of 

type, and color of ink, so that without the number it would 

be impossible to distinguish one ballot from another; and 

the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot shall be 

in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided 

on the right-hand side for questions to be voted upon at 

district election, as provided for under this act. The names 

of the cancidates fer each office shall be arranged in 

alphabetical order, and nothing on the ballot shall be 

incicative of the source of the candidacy or of the support 

of any candiuate. 

(1~) No candidate on;itted. The name of no candidate 

whc bas been duly an& regularly nominated, and who has not 
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wit.'ldrawn his name as herein provided shall be omitted 

the ballot. 

from 

(16) Office. The offices to be filled shall be 

arrangeo in the following order: "For director vote for 

(giving number)." 

(17) Voting squares. Half-inch square 

proviaed at the right of the name of each candidate 

to mark the cross. 

shall be 

wherein 

(18) Spaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces 

shall be left below the printed names cf candidates for each 

office, equal in number to the number to be voted for, 

wherein the voter may write the name of any person or 

persons for whom he may \vish to vote. 

( 19) Votes necessary to elect. In case there is but 

one person to be elected to an office, the candidate 

receiving 

candidates 

a majority 

for that 

of the votes cast for all the 

office, shall be declared elected; in 

case there are two or more persons to be elected to an 

office, as that of director, then those candidates equal in 

number to the number to be elected, who receive the highest 

nurrber of votes for such office shall be O.eclared elected. 

(20) Failure to qualify. If a person elected fails to 

qualify, the office shall be filled as if there were a 

vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided. 

(21) 1-bde of appointment by mayor. The mode of 
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mayor, or by 

certificate 

a 

of 

appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by 

said board of carurissioners, and transmitted to the board of 

directors of said eistrict. 

( 22) Infonnali ty not to invalidate. No informality in 

conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if 

they have been conducted by directors to fill a vacancy, or 

appointed by a mayor or by this act.• 

-End-
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