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A 3ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMLADIRG SECTIONS
16-4506 AND 16-4507 RELATING TO THE ~OMINATION AND ELECTION
OF THE BOARD OF DIRZCTORS OF A COUATY WATER OR SEWER

DISTRICT."”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 16-4506, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16=4506. £lection of dairsctors--tarm of office. At an
election to be held within such district under &he
provigions of this act and the laws governing _general
elections not inconsisktent J1erewitn, the district thus
organized snall proceed witain ninety (90) days after its
formation to the election of a board of directors
consisting, if there are no municipalities witinia tae

soundarizs of said district, of five (5} .emoers, or turea

{3) members if there are ten (10) or less gualified electors

in the district. In all cases where tae boundaries of suecn

district include any municipality or municipalities, saic

board of directors, in addition to said five (3} ox threse

{3) directors to be elected as aforesaid, shall consist of

one (1) additional dJiractor for each one of saic
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municipalities within such district, each such additional
director to be appointed by the mayor of the municipality
foriwhich said additicnal director is allowed; and if there
be any unincorporated territory within said district, one
additional director, to be appointed by the board of
commissioners of each county containing such territory. Any
director so elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee
of real property within said district or a resident therein.
All directors, elected or appcinted, shall hold office until
the election and gualification or appointment and
qualification of their successors. The term of office of
directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be
féur {4) years from and after the date of their election;
provided, that the directors first elected after the passage
of this act shall heold office only until the election and
qualification of their successors as hereinafter provided.
The term of office of directors appointed by said mayor or
mayers or by said board of commissioners shall be six (6)
years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to
be first appointed under the provisiocns of this act shall be
appointed within ninety (90) days after the formation of the
district. The election of directors of such district shall
be in every fourth vyear after its organization, on the
fourth Tuesday in March, and shall be known as the "general

district election." All other elections which may be held by
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authority of this act, or of the general laws, shall be
known as special district election.”

Section 2. Section 16-4507, R.C.k. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"156-4507. Nomination of officers. (1) The mode of
nomination and election of all elective officers of such
district to be wvoted for at any district election and the
mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor
or mayors or by said board@ of commissioners shall be as
follows and not otherwise.

{2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the
ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed
in his behalf in the manner and form and under the
conditions hereinafter set forth.

(3) The petition of nomination shall consist of not
less than ewenty-five-£{25% five (5) individual certificates,
which shall read substantially as follows:

PETITION OF NOMINATION )
Individual Certificate
State of ....
County of ....
Prect. No. ....

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in é
petition for the nomination of ...., whose residence is at
.ees for the office of .... of the .... district to be voted
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for at the district election to be held in the .... district
on the .... day of ...., 19..; and I further certify that I
am a gqualified elector and an owner or lessee of real
property within said district, or a resident therein, and am
not at this time a signer of any other petition nominating
any other candidate for the above named office; or, in the

case there are several places to be filled in the above

named coffice, that I have not signed more petitions than

thgre are places to be filled in the above named office;
that my residence is at No. .... street, ...., and that my
occupation is ....

{(Signed) ..c.ceeeencercarnace
State of Montana
County of ....

«es+s being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the
person who signed the foregoing certificate and that the
statements therein are true and correct.

(Signed) .cevevsosncvesnscnne

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of ....
19...

Notary Public

The petition of nomination of which this certificate
forms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned to

«cessy at ...., Montana.
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(4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the dQuty of
the county clerk to furnish upon application a reasonable
number of forms of individual ecertificates of the above
character. If the district lies in more than one county, the
county clerk whose county contains the largest percentage of
the territory of said district shall fulfill this function.

{5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate
paper. All certificates must be of uniform size as
determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must
contain the name of one signer thereto and no more. Each
certificate shall contain the name of one candidate and no
more. Each signer must be a gualifjed elector owning or
leasing or residing upon real property within said district,
must Vnot at the time of signing a certificate have his name
signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for
the same office, or, in case there are several places to be
filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for
candidates for that office han there are places to be
filled in such office. In case an elector has signed two or
more conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall
be rejected. Each signer must verify his certificate and
make oath that the same is true, before a notary public.
Each certificate shall further contain the name and address
of the person to whom the petition is to be returned in case
said petition is found insufficient.
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{6) Presentation of petition. A petition of
nomination, consisting of notj less than ¢wenky-five-—-{25)
five (5) individual certificates for any one candidate, may
be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five
(45) days nor later +than thirty (30) days before the
election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date
upon which the petition was presented to him. If the
district 1lies in more than one county, such petition for
nomination shall be presented to the county  clerk whose
county contains the largest percentage of the territory of
said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties
assigned to county clerks in elections under this act.

(7} Examination of petition., When a petition of
nomination 1is presented for filing to the county clerk, he
shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether or
not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found
not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing
designate on said petition the defect or omission or reason
why such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the
petition to the person named as the person tc wnom the same
may be returned in accordance with this section. Uuae
petition may then be amended and again presented tc the
clerk as in the first instance. The clerk shall forthwith
proceed to examine the petition as nereinbefore provided. If
necessary, the board of commissioners shall provide extra
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help to enabie the c¢lerk to perform satisfactorily and
promptly the duties imposed by this section.

(8} Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition
of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name fronm the
same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocation
of his signature before the filing of his petition by the
clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to
sign a petition for another candidate for the same office.

(9) Candidate may wifhdraw. Any person whose name has
been presented under this section as a candidate may, not
later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election,
cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing
with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, and no
name 50 withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon
such withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not
exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may
be made by filing petitions therefor not 1later than
twenty-£five (25} days prior to such election.

{10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended
petition of nomination be found sufficiently signed as
hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file the same
twenty-five (25} days before the date of the election. When
a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the clefk
it shall not be withdrawn or added to and no signatures
shall be revoked thereafter.
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{11) Petitions preserved. The county clerk shall
preserve in his office for a period of two years, all
petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging
thereto, filed under this section.

(12) List of candidates. Immediately after such
petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the names

of the candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled,

-and shall not later than twenty (20) days before the

election certify such list as being the list of candidates
nominated as required by the provisions of this act, and the
board of commissioners of each county in which the district
lies shall cause said certified 1list of names and the
offices to be filled, to be published in the proclamation
calling the election at 1least ten (10) successive days
before the election in at least one (1) but not more than
three (3} newspapers of general circulation published in
each county in which such district is located. Such
proclamation shall conform in all respects to the general
state law governing the conduct of general elections now or
hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise
herein provided.

(13) Ballots., Form. The county clerk shall cause the

ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided by

said general state law, except as otherwise required in this
act, The ballots shall contain the list of names and the

-8-
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respective offices as published in the proclamation and
shall be in substantially the following form:
GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) DISTRICT ELECTICHN
eesssacsnsssDistrict
(Inserting date thereof.)

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross
{X) opposite the name of the candidate for whom you desire
to vote., All marks otherwise made are forbidden. All
distinguishing marks are forbidden and make the ballot veoid.
If you wrongly mark, tear or deface this ballot, return it
to the inspector of election, and obtain ancther.

{14) How printed. All ballots printed shall be
precisely on the same size, quality, tint of paper, kind of
type,  and color of ink, so that without the number it would
be impossible to distinguish one ballot from anothex; and
the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot shall be
in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided
on the right-hand side for questions to be voted upon at
district election, as provided for under this act. The names
of the candidates for each office shall be arranged in
alphabetical order, and nothing on the ballot shall be
indicative of the source of the candidacy or of the support
of any candidate.

{15) No candidate omitted. The name of no candidate
who has been duly and regularly nominated, and who has not
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withdrawn his name as herein provided shall be omitted from
the ballot.

(16) oOffice. The offices to be £filled shall be
arranged in the following order: "“For director vote for
(giving number)."

(17) vVoting squares. Half-inch square shall be
provided at the right of the name of each candidate wherein
to mark the cross.

{18) Spaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces
shall be left below the printed names of candidates for each
office, egual in number to the number to be wvoted for,
wherein the voter may write the name of any person or
persons for whom he may wish to vote.

(19) vVotes necessary to elect. In case there is but
one person to be elected to an office, the candidate
re;eiving a majority of the wvotes cast for all the
candidates for that cffice, shall be declared elected; in
case there are two or more persons to be elected to an
office, as that of director, then those candidates equal in
number to the number to be elected, who receive the highest
number of votes for such office shall be declared elected.

{20} Failure to qualify. If a person elected fails to
qualify, the office shall e filled as if there were a
vacancy in such office, as hereinafter prowvided.

(21) Mode of appointment by mayor. The mode of

-10-
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appointment of director or directors by a mayor, or by a
board of commiséioners, shall be by certificate of
appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by
said board of commissioners, and transmitted to the board of
directors of said district.

(22) Informality not to invalidate. No informality in
conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if
they have been conducted by directors to fill a vacancy, or
appointed by a mayor or by this act,”

~End-
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AY
A 3ILL FOR AN ACT EJATITLED: "As ACT AMEWDIWNG SECTIONS
16-4306 AND 16-4507 RELATING TO THE JOMIWJATION AWD ELECTIUM
OF THE 30ARD OF DIRSCTORS OF A COUJATY WATER OR Sidbi

DISTRICT."

3E IT ENACTED 3Y THLD LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOWTAHA:

Section 1. Section 16-4506, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16-4506. Llection of directors--tera of office. At an
election to be aeld within such district under tae
provisions of ﬁhis act and the laws governing general
elections not inconsistent herewitn, tue district thus
organized saall proceed witain niaety (99} days after its
formation to the election of a board of directors
consisting, if there ara nc nunicipalities within tne
boundaries of said district, of five (5} members, or tnree

{3) members if there are ten {10} or less qualified electors

in the district. In all cases where tae boundaries of such

district include any municipality or municipalities, said
board of directors, in addition to said five (5) or tarse
3) directors to be elected as aforesaid, saall consist of

one (1) additionmal director for each one of saia

SECOND READING
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municipalities within such district, each such additional
director to be appointed by the mayor of the municipality
for which said additional director is allowed; and if there
be any unincorporated territory within said district, one
additional director, to be appointed by the board of
commissioners of each county containing such territory. any
director so elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee
of real property within said district or a resident therein.
all difectors, elected or appointed, shall hold office until
the election and qualification or appointment and
qualification of their successors. The term of office of
directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be
four (4) years from and after the date of their election;
provided, that the directors first elected after the passage
of this act shall hold office only until the election and
gualification of their successors as hereinafter provided.
The term of office of directors appointed by said mayor or
mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be six (6)
years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to
be first appointed under the provisions of this act shall be
appointed within ninety (90} days after the formation of the
district. The election of directors of such district shall
be in ewvery fourth year after its organizafion, on the
fourth Tuesday in March, and shall be known as the "general

district eleotion." All other elections which may be held by

2= S {D) ISR
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authority of this act, or of the general 1laws, shall be
known as special district election,”

Section 2. Section 16-4507, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16-4507. Nomination of officers. {1} The mode of
nomination and election of all elective officers of such
district to be voted for at any district election and the
mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor
or mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be as
follows and not otherwise.

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the
ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed
in his behalf in the manner and form and under the
conditions hereinafter set forth.

(3} The petition of nomination shall consist of not
less than eweney-five-425+¢ five {5) individual certificates,
which shall read substantially as follows:

PETITION OF NOMINATION _
Individual Certificate
State of ....
County of ....
Prect, Ho. ....

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in a
petition for the nomination of ,..., whose residence is at
«ss« for the office of .... of the .... district to be voted
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for at the district election to be held in the .... district
on the .... day of ...., 19..; and I further certify that I
am a qualified elector and an owner or lessee of real
property within said district, or a resident therein, and am
not at this time a signer of any other petition nom%nating
any other candidate for the above named office; or, in the
case there are several places to-be filled in the above
named office, that I have not signed more petitions than
there are places to be filled in the above named office;
that my'residence is at Ro. .... street, ...., and that my
occupation is ....

{Signed} .....cevevsesnsssans
State of Montana
County of ....

..e., being duly sworn, depcses and says that he is the
person who signed the foregoing certificate and that the
statements therein are true and correct.

{Signed} ...ccevrancnsesncees

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of ....
19...

Notary Public

The petition ef nomination of which this certificate
forms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned +to

eeeey At ..., lMontana.
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{(4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the duty of
the countv clerk to furnish upon application a reasonable
number of forms of individual certificates of the above
character. If the district lies in more than one county, the
county clerk whose county contains the largest percentage of
the territory of said district shall fulfill this function.

" {5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate
paper. All certificates must be of uniform size as
determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must
contain the name of one signer thereto and no mere. Each
certificate shall contain the name of one candidate and no
more. Each signer must be a gqualified elegtor owning or
leasing or residing upon real property within said district,
must not at thé time of signing a certificate have his name
signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for
the same office, or, in case there are several places to be
filled in the same office, signed to more ‘certificates for
candidates £for that office than there are places to be
filled in such office. In case an elector has signed two or
morxe conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall
be rejected. Each signer must verify his certificate ~»nd
make oath that the same is true, before a notary public.
Bach certificate shall further contain the name and address
of the person to whom the petition is to be returned in case
said petition is found insufficient.

-5-
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(6) Presentation of petition. A petition of
nomination, consisting of not 1less than twenty-five--{25}
five (5) individual certificates for any one candidate, may
be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five
(45} days nor later than thirty (30) days before the
election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date
upon which the petition was presented to him, If the
district 1lies in more than one county, such petition for
nominaéion shall be presented to +the county clerk whose
county contains the largest percentage of the territory of
said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties
assigned to county clerks in elections under this act.

(7) Examination- of petition. When “a petition of
nomination is presented for filing to the county clerk, he
shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether or
not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found
not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing
designate on said petition the defect or omission or reason
why such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the
petition to the person named as the person to whom the same
may be returned in accordance with this section. 7The
petition may then be amended and again presented to the
clerX as in the first instance. The clerk sﬁall forthwith
proceed to examine the petition as hereinbefore provided., If

necessary, the board of commissioners shall provide extra

oA < ? .




PR T I S R SR ™

v

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
is
19
20
21
22
23

25

LC 1063

help to enable the clerk to perform satisfactorily and
promptly the duties imposed by this section,

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition
of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name from the
same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocation
of his signature before the filing of his petition by the
clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to
sign a petition for another candidate for the same office.

(9) Candidate may withdraw. Any person whose name has
been presented under this section as a candidate may, not
later than twenty~-five (25) days before the day of election,
cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by <£filing
with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, and no
name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon
such withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not
exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may
be made by filing petitions therefor not later than
twenty-five (25) days prior to such election.

{10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended
petition of nomination be £found sufficiently signed as
hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file the same
twenty~-five (25) days before the date of the election. ¥hen
a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the clerk
it shall not be withdrawn or added to and ne signatures
snall be revoked thereafter.
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{11) Petitions preserved. The county cierk shall
preserve in his office for a period of two years, all
petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging
thereto, filed under this section.

(12) List of candidates. Inmediately after such
petitions'are filed, the county clerk shall enter the names
of the candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled,
and shall not later than twenty iZO) days before the
election certify such list as being the list of candidates
nominated as required by the provisions of this act, and the
board of commissioners of each county in which the district
lies shall cause said certified 1list of names and the
offices to be filled, to be published in the proclamation
calling the election at 1least ten (1l0) successive days
before the election in at least one (1) but not more than
three (3} newspapers of general circulation publisied in
each county in which such district is located. Such
proclamation shall conform in all respects to the general
state law governing the conduct of general elections now or
hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise
herein provided.

{13) Balloteg. Form. The county clerk shall cause the

kallots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided by

said general state law, except as otherwise required in this
act. The balleots shall contain the list of names and the

-g-



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
124
25

LC 1053

respective offices as published in the proclamation and
shall be in substantially the following form:
GENERAL (OR SPECIAL) DISTRICT ELECTICHN
eeecssssesss.District
(Inserting date thereof.)

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross
(X) opposite the name of the candidate for whom you desire
to vote. All marks otherwise made are forbidden. &1l
distinguishing marks are forbidden and make the ballot void.
If you wrongly mark, tear or deface this ballot, return it
to the inspector of election, and obtain another.

(14} How printéd. All ballots printed shall be
precisely on the same size, gquality, tint of paper, kind of
type, and color of ink, so that without the number it would
be impossible to distinguish one ballot from another; and
the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot shall be
in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided
on the right-hand side for guestions tc be voted upon at
district election, as provided for under this act. The names
of the candidates for each office ;hall be arranged in
alphabetical order, and nothing on the ballot shall be
in@icative of the scource of the candidacy or of the support
of any candidate.

(15} Mo candidate omitted. The name of no candidate
whe has been duly and regularly nominated, and who has not

-9~
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withdrawn his name as herein provided shall be omitted from
the ballot.

(16} Office. The offices to be £filled shall be
arranged in the following order: "For director vote for
(giving number).”

(17} vVoting sgquares. Half-inch square shall be
provided at the right of the name of each candidate wherein
to mark the cross.

(18) sSpaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces
shall be left below the printed names of candidates for each
office, equal in number to the number tc be voted for,
wherein the voter may write the name of any person or
persons for whom he may wish to vote.

(19) Votes necéssary to elect. In case there is but
one person to be elected to an office, the candidate
receiving a majority of the wvotes cast for all the
candidates for that office, shall be declared elected; in
case there are two or more persons to be elected to an
office, as that of director, then those candidates equal in
number to the number tco be elected, who receive the highest
number of votes for such office shall be declared elected.

{20} Failure to qualify. If a person elected fails to
qualify, the office shall be filled as if there were a
vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided.

{21) Mode of appointment by mayor. The mode of

-10- 5 338
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appointment of director or directors by a mayor, or by a
boar@ of commissioners, shall be by certificate of
appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by
said board of commissioners, and transmitted to the board of
directors of said district.

{22) Informality not to invalidate, No informality in
conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if
they have been conducted by directors to £ill a vacancy, or
appointed by a mayor or by this act.”

=-End-
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A 3I.L FOR AY  ACT ENTITLLD: "AN ACT AMEWDIJG SECTIONS
18=4506 5D 16=4307 PELATING TO THE JCMINATION AND ELECTIUN
OF THS 30ARS OF DIRSCTORS OF A COUJTY WATER OR SodiR

DISTRICT. "

8E IT ENACTLD 3Y THLD LUGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section L. Section 16-4306, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16-4306. £lection of directors--term of office. At an
election to be neld within such district under tane
provisions of tais act and the laws governing general
alactions not inconsistent herewith, tae cistrict thus
oryanized saall proceed witaia niaety (33} days after its
rormation to tae election of a bpoard of directors

consistiny, 4if there are no aunicipalities within the

boundaries of said aistrict, of five (%) memodexrs, Or three

(3) members if there are ten {(1lJ) or less gualified electors

in tne district. In all cases where tiae boundaries of sucn

district include any municipality or municipalities, said

poard of directors, in addition to said five (3} or three

3) directors to be elected as aforesaid, shall consist of

one (1) additional director for eachn one of said
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municipalities within such Jdistrict, each such additional
director to be appointed 5v the mayer of the municipality
for whicn said additicnal director is allowed; and if there
be any unincorporated territory within said district, one
additional director, to be appointed by the Dboard of
commissioners of each coﬁnty containing such territory. Any
director so. elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee
of real property within said district or a resident therein.
All difectors, elected or appointed, shall hold office until
the election and gualification or appointment and
qualification of their successors. The term of office of
directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be
four (4} years from and after the date of their election;
provided, that the directors first elected after the passage
of this act shall hold ocffice only until the election and
gualification of their successors as hereinafter provided.
The term of office of directors appointed by said mayor or
mayors or by said boérd of commissioners shall be six (6)
years from and aftér the date of appointment. Directors to
be first appointed under the provisions of this act shall be
appointed within ninety (50) days after the formation of the
district. The electicn of directers of such district shall
be in every fourth year after its organiz;tion, on  the
fourth Tuesday in March, and shall be known as the "general

district election." All other elections which may be held by
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authority of this act, or of the general 1laws, shall bhe
known as special district election.”"

Section 2, Section 16-4507, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16-4507. Nomination of officers. (1) The mode of
nomination and election of all elective officers of such
district to be voted for at any district election and the
mode of appointment of a director or directors by said mayor
or mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be as
follows and not otherwise.

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the
ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed
in his behalf in the manner and form and under the
conditions nereinafter set forth.

{3) The petition of nomination shall consist of not
less than eweniy-fsve-425+ five (5) individual certificates,
which shall read substantially as follows:

PETITION OF NOMINATION )
Individual Certificate
State of ....
County of ....
Prect, HO. «uao

I, the undersigned, certify that I do hereby join in a
petition for the nomination of ...., whose residence is at
«es. for the office of .... of the .... district to be voted

-3-
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for at the district election to be held in the .... district
on the .... day of ...., 19..; and I further certify that 1
am a qualified elector and an owner or lessee of real
property within said district, or a resident therein, and am
not at this time a signer of any other petition nominating
any other candidate for the above named office; or, in tie
case there are several places to be filled in the above
named office, that I have not signed more petitions than
there are places to be filled in the above named office;
that my ‘residence is at No. .... street, ...., and that my
occupation is ....
(Signed) seieececrcecrssncecas
State of Montana
County of ....
+s4s, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the
person who signed the foregoing certificate and thut the
statements therein are true and correct.
(Signed} ...eeerecscanncsesne
Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of ....
19...
Notary Public
The petition of nomination of which this certificate
forms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned to
sesey 8t ..., Montana.
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(4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the duty of
the county clerk toc furnish upon application a reasonable
number of forms of individual certificates of the above
character., If the district lies in more than one county, the
county clerk whose county contains the largest percentage of
the territorv of said district shall fulfill this function.

- {5} Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate
paper. 2ll certificates must be of unifornm size as
determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must
contain the name of one signer thereto and no more. Each
certificate shall contain the name of one-candidate and no
more. Cach signer must be a qualified elector owning or
leasing or residing upon real property within said district,
must not at the time of signing a certificate have his name
signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for
the same office, or, in case there are several places to be
filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for
candidates for that office than there are places to be
filled in such office. In case an elector has signed twoe or
more conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall
be rejected. Each signer must verify his certificate and
make oath that the same is true, before a notary public.
Each certificate shall further contain the name and address
of the person to whom the petition is to be returned in case
said petition is found insufficient.
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(6) Presentation of petition. A petition of
nomination, consisting of not 1less than tweney-five--{25}
five (5) individual certificates for any cne candidate, may
be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five
(45} days nor later than thirty (30} days before the
election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date
upon which the petition was presented to aim. If the
district lies in more than one county, such petition for
nominaéion shall be presented to the county clerk whose
county contains the largest perxrcentage of the territory of
said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties
assigned to county clerks in electiops under this act.

{(7) Examination® of petition. When a petition of
norination is presented for filing to the county clerk, he
shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether orxr
not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found
not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing
designate on said petition the defect or omission or reason
why such petition cannot be £iled, and shall return the
petition to the person named as the person to whom the same
may be returned in accordance with this section. The
petition may then be amended and again presented tc the
clerk as in the first instance. The <clerk sﬂall forthwith
proceed to examine the petition as hereinbefore provided, If

necessary, the beoard of commisgjoners shall provide extra
- E)
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help to enable the clerk to perform satisfactorily and
promptly the duties imposed by this section.

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition
of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name from the
same by £filing with the county clerk a verified revocation
of his signature before the filing of his petition by the
clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to
sign a petition for another candidate for the same office.

(9) cCandidate may withdraw. Any person whose name has
been -presented under this section as a candidate may, not
later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election,
cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing
with the county clerk a request therefor in writing, and no
name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. If, upon
such withdrawal, the number of candidates remaining does not
exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may
be made by filing petitions therefor not later than
twenty-five (25} days prior to such election.

{10) Petition filed. If either the original or amended
petition of nomination be found sufficiently signed as
hereinbefore provided, the clerk shall file the same
twenty-five (25) days before the date of the election. ‘hen

a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the clerk

it shall not be withdrawn or added to and no signatures

shall be revoked thereafter,

-7

n e w N

LR

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
i9
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1063

(11) Petitions preserved. The county cierk shall
preserve in his office for a period of two years, all
petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging
thereto, filea under this section.

(12) List of candidates. Immediately after such
petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the naues
of the candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled,
and shall not later than twenty (20} days Dbefore tae
election certify such list as being the list of candidates
nominatqd as required by the provisions of this act, and the
board of commissioners of each county in which the district
lies shall cause said certified 1list of names and the
offices to be filled, to be published in tihe proclamation
calling the election at least ten (10} successive days
before the electicon in at least one (1} but not more than
three (3] newspapers of general circulation published in
each county in which such district is Iocated. Such
proclamation shall conform in all respects to the general
state law governing the conduct of general elections now or
hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise
herein provided.

{13) Ballots. Form. The county clerk shall cause the

ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided by

said general state law, except as otherwise reguired in this
act. The ballots shall contain the list of names and the

-
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respective offices as published in the proclamation and
shall be in substantially the following form:
GENERAL (OR SPECIAL)} DISTRICT ELECTICH
sesssssesssesDistrict
{Inserting date thereof.)

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross
(X) opposite the name of the candidate for wiiom you desire
to vote. All marks otherwise made are forbidden. Z£11
distinguishing marks are forbidder and make the ballot void.
If you wrongly mark, tear or deface tais ballot, return it
£o the inspector of election, and obtain another.

(14} How printéd. All ballots printed shall oe
precisely on the same size, quality, tint of paper, kind of
type, and color of ink, so that without the number it would
be impossible to distinguish one ballot from anotner; and
the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot shall be
in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided
on the right-hand side for questions to be wvoted upon at
district electicn, as provided for under this act. The names
of the candidates for each office shall be arranged in
alphabetical order, and nothing on the Dballot shall be
indicative of the source of the candidacy or cof the support
of any candidate.

(15} No candidate omitted. The name of no candidate
who has been duly and regularly nominated, and who has not
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withdrawn his name as herein provided shall bz omitted from
the ballot.

{16) Office. The offices to be filled shall be
arranged in the following order: "Por director vote for
{giving number}."

{(17) Voting sguares. Half-inch square shall be
provided at the right of the name of each candidate wherein
to mark the cross.

{18) Spaces below printed names, Half-inch spaces
shall be left below the printed names of candidates for each
office, equal in number to the number to be voted for,
wherein the voter may write the name of any person or
persons for whom he may wish to vote.

(19) Votes necessary to elect. In case there is but
one person to be elected to an office, the candidate
receiving a majority of the votes cast for all the
candidates for that office, shall be declared elected; in
case there are two or more Dpersons to be elected o an
office, as that of director, then those candidates ecual in
number to the number to be elected, who receive the highest
number of votes for such office shall be declared elected.

{20) Failure to gualify. If a person elected fails to
gqualify, the office shall be filled as if there were a
vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided.

(21) Mode of appointment by mayor. The mnode of
e - e

D’ 4z >

we

i



W N

W - N

LC 1063

appointment of director or directors by a mayor, or by a
board of commissioners, snall be by certificate of
appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by
said board of commissiconers, and transmitted to the board of
directors of said district.

(22) Informality not to invalidate. No informality in
conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if
they nave been conducted by directors to fill a vacancy, or
appointed by a mayor or by thiq act.,"

-End-
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SENATE BILL NG. 318

INTRODUCED BY MCOMEER, STORY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "N ACT AMENDING SECTICONS
16~4506 AND 16-4507 RELATING TO THE NCMINATION AND ELECTION
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTOES OF A COUNTY WATER CR SEWER

DISTRICT."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISIATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 16-4506, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16-4506. Election of directors--term of office. At an
election to be held within such district under the
vrovisions of this act and the laws governing general
elections not inconsistent herewith, the district thus
organized shall proceed within ninety (90) days after its
formation to the election of a board of directors
consisting, if there are no municipalities within the
boundaries of said district, of five (5} members, or three

(3) members if there are ten (10} or less gualified electors

in the district. In all cases where the boundaries of such

district include any municipality or municipalities, said

pboard of directors, in addition to said five (5) or_ three

(3) directors to be elected as aforesaid, shall consist of

one (1) acdéitional director for each cne of said
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municipalities within such district, each such additiconal
director to be appointed by the mayor of the municipality
for which said additicnal director is allowed; and if there
be any unincorporated territory within said district, one
additional directer, to be appointed by the becard of
commissioners of each county containing such territery. Any
director so elected or appointed shall be an owner or lessee
of real property within said district or a resident therein.
All directors, elected or appointed, shall hold cffice until
the election and qualification or appointment and
qualification of their successors. The term of office of
directors elected under the provisions of this act shall be
four (4) years from and after the date of their election:
provided, that the directors first elected after the passage
of this act shall held office only until the election and
qualification of their successors as hereinafter provided.
The term of cffice of directors appointed by said mayor or
mayors or by said board of commissioners shall be six (6)
years from and after the date of appointment. Directors to
be first appointed uncer the provisions of this act shall be
appointed within ninety (90) days after the formation of the
Gistrict. The election of directors of such district shall
be in ewvery fourth year after its organization, on the
fourth Tuescay in March, anc shall be known as the "general
district election.”™ All other elections which may be held by

-2- SB 318
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authority of this act, or of the general laws, shall be
known as special district election.”

Section 2, Section 16-4507, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"16-4507, Nomination of officers. (1) The mocde of
nomination and election c¢f all elective officers cf such
district to be voted for at any district election and the
mode of appointment of a édirector or directors by said mayor
or mayecrs or by said board of commissioners shall be as
follows and not otherwise.

(2) The name of a candidate shall be printed upon the
ballot when a petition of nomination shall have been filed
in his behalf in the manner and form and under the
conditions hereinafter set forth.

(3} The petition of namination shall consist of not
less than ewentey-five-+42583 five (5) individual certificates,
which shall read substantially as follows:

PETITION OF NOMINATION
Incéividual Certificate
State of ....
County cf ....
Prect. NO. ....

I, the undersigned, certify that 1 do hereby join in a
petition for the nomination of ...., whose residence is at
.+ss for the office of .... of the .... district to be voted
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for at the district election to be held in the .... aistrict
on the .... day of ...., 1%2..; and I further certify that I
am a qualified elector and an oOwne:r or lessee of real
rroperty within said district, or a resident therein, and am
not at this time a signer of any cther petition nauinating
any other candidate for the above named office; or, in the
case there are several places to be filled in the above
named office, that I have nct signed more petitions than
there are places to be filled in the above named office;
that my residence is at No., .... street, ...., and that my
cccupation is ....
{Signed) ...iiierieenianirannaas
State of Montana
County of ....
+++.; being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the
person who signed the foregoing certificate and that the
statements therein are true and correct.
{Signed) .seciesveresanascanes
Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of ....
19...
Yotary Public
The petition of nomination of which this certificate
ferms a part shall, if found insufficient, be returned to

sessy @t ...., Montana.
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{4) Clerk to furnish forms. It shall be the duty cf
the county <¢lerk tc furnish upcon application a reascnable
nurber of forms of indivicual certificates of the above
character. If the distxict lies in more than one county, the
county clerk whose county contains the largest percentace of
the territory of said district shall fulfill this function.

(5) Certificates. Each certificate must be a separate
paper. A1l certificates must be of uiform size as
determined by the county clerk. Each certificate must
contain the name of one signer thereto and no more, Each
certificate shall contain the name of one candidate and no
more. FEach signer wmwust be a gualified electer owning or
leasing or residing upon real property within said district,
must not at the time of signing a certificate have his name
signed to any other certificate for any other candidate for
the same office, or, in case there are several places to be
filled in the same office, signed to more certificates for
candicates for that office than there are places to be
fillea in such office. In case an elector has signed two or
more conflicting certificates, all such certificates shall
e rejected. Each signer nust verify his certificate and
make oath that the same is true, before a nctary rpublic.
Facn certificate shall further contain the name and address
of the person to whom the petition is to be returned in case
said petition is found¢ insufficient.
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{6} Presentation of petition. A retition of
nomination, consisting o©f not 1less than eweney—five-+{25)
five (5} individual certificates for any one candidate, may
be presented to the county clerk not earlier than forty-five
{45) days nor later than thirty (30) days before the
election. The county clerk shall endorse thereon the date
upon which the petition was presented to him, If the
district lies in more than one county, such petition for
nomination shall be presented to the county clerk whose
county contains the largest percentage cf the territory of
said district and said county clerk shall fulfill all duties
assigned to county clerks in elections under this act.

{(7) Examination of petition. When a petition of
nomination is presented for filing to the county clerk, he
shall forthwith examine the same, and ascertain whether or
not it conforms to the provisions of this section. If found
not to conform thereto, he shall then and there in writing
designate on said gpetition the defect or omission or reason
why such petition cannot be filed, and shall return the
petition to the person named as the person to whom the same
may be returned in accordarce with this section. The
petition may then be amended and again presented to the
clerk as in the first instance. The clexk shall forthwith
rroceed to examine the petition as hereinbefore provided. If
necessary, the board of cormissioners shall provide extra
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help to enable the <clerk to perform satisfactorily and
rromptly the duties imposed by this section.

(8) Signer may withdraw name. Any signer to a petition
of nomination and certificate may withdraw his name from the
same by filing with the county clerk a verified revocaticn
of his signature before the filing of his petition by the
clerk, and not otherwise. He shall then be at liberty to
sign a petition for another candidate for the same office.

{9) Candicdate may withdéraw. Any person whose name has
been presented under this section as a candidate may, not
later than twenty-five (25) days before the day of election,
cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by filing
whhﬁemchmmarﬂmﬂt@mmrmwﬁﬁm,ndno
name so withdrawn shall be printed upcn the ballot, If, upon
such withdrawal, the number of candidates remazining does not
exceed the number to be elected, then other nominations may
be made by filing petitions therefor not later than
twenty~five (25) days prior to such election.

(10} Petition filed. If either the original or amended
petition of nomination be found sufficiently signed as
hereinbefore rprovided, the clerk shall file the s ame
twenty-five {25) days before the date of the election. When
a petition of nomination shall have been filed by the clerk
it shall not be withdrawn or added to and no signatures

shall be revoked thereafter,
- SB 318

10
11
12
13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21

23
24
25

SB 0318/03

{11} Petitions preserved. The county clerk shall
preserve in his office for a period of two years, all
petitions of nomination and all certificates belonging
thereto, filed under this section.

{12) List of candidates. Immediately after such
petitions are filed, the county clerk shall enter the names
of the candidates in a list, with the offices to be filled,
and shall not later than twenty (20} days before the
election certify such list as being the list of candidates
naminated as required by the provisions of this act, and the
board of commissioners of each county in which the district
lies shall cause said certified list of names and the
cffices to be filled, to be published in the proclamation
calling the election at least ten (10} successive days
before the election 1in at least one (1) but not more than
three {3) newspapers of general circulaticn published in
each county 1in which such district is located. Such
rroclamation shall conform in all respects to the general
state law governing the conduct of general elections now or
hereafter in force, applicable thereto, except as otherwise
herein provided.

(13) Ballots. Form, The county clerk shall cause the
ballots to be printed and bound and numbered as provided by
said general state law, except as othexrwise reguired in this

act. The ballots shall contain the list of names and the
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respective offices as published in the proclamation and
shall be in substantially the following form:
GENEPAL {OR SFECIAL) DISTRICT ELECTION
cesessssssas.District
{Inserting date thereof.)

Instructions to Voters: To vote, stamp or write a cross
{X} opposite the name of the candidate for whom you desire
to vote. BAll marks otherwise mace are forbidden. All
distinguishing marks are forbidden and make the ballot wvoid.
If you wrongly mark, tear or deface this ballot, return it
to the inspector of election, and obtain another,

(14) How printed. All ballcts printed shall be
precisely on the same size, guality, tint of paper, kind of
type, and color of ink, sc that without the number it would
be impossible to distinguish one ballect from another; and
the names of all candidates printed upon the ballot shall be
in type of the same size and style. A column may be provided
cn the right-hand side for questions to be voted upon at
district election, as provided for under this act. The names
of the candidates for each office shall be arranged in
alphabetical order, and nothiing on the ballot shall be
indicative o©f the source of the canadidacy or cof the support
of any candidate.

{15) ©No candidate omitted. The name of no candidate
whc has been duly and regularly nominated, and who has not
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withdrawn his name as herein provided shall be cmitted from
the ballot.

{16) o©Office. The offices to be filled@ shall be
arrangea in the fcllowing order: "For director vote for
{giving number}."

{17) Voting squares. Hal f-inch square shall be
provided at the right of the name of each candidate wherein
to mark the cross.

(18) Spaces below printed names. Half-inch spaces
shall be left below the printed names cf candidates for each
office, egqual in number to the number to be voted £for,
wherein the voter may write the name of any person or
persons for whom he may wish to vote.

(13) Votes necessary to elect. In case there is but
cne person to be elected to an office, the candidate
receiving a majority of the votes cast for all the
candidates for that office, shall be declared elected; in
case there are two or more persons to be elected to an
office, as that of director, then those candidates equal in
number to the number to be elected, who receive the highest
nurber of votes for such office shall be declared elected.

(20) Failure to qualify. If a perscon elected fails to
cualify, the office shall be filled as if there were a
vacancy in such office, as hereinafter provided.

(21} Mode of appointment by mayor. The mode of
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appointment of director or directors by a mayor, or by a
board of commissioners, shall be by certificate of
appointment signed by said mayor or mayors, or issued by
said board of camrissioners, and transmitted to the board of
directors of said @istrict,

{22) Informality not to invalidate. No informality in
conducting district elections shall invalidate the same, if
they have béen conducted by directors to fill a vacancy, or
appointed by a mayor or by this act.”

-End-
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