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INTRODUC!'D BY 

~ ~er~ . f ~ 42-r-'t r-• . ~ 
.1. BIJ.L FO~ l'.N 1\.CT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO A'-lE:lD SECTION 

31-12:1, " .• C.H. 1947, PROVIDING FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF 

CRIV'O:::ZS' LICENSES ACCOFDING TO THE SIZE OF 1lEHICLE DRIVEn BY 

RI:VISP~G THE DEFH!ITION OF OPERATOR AND CHACFFEL'R; l'.NC 

i?ROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT Ec'IACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S"::'ATE: OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-120, R.C,M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

n 31-12 0. Person--opera tor--chauffeur--mmer. (a) 

Person,· Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 

association, or corporation. 

(\:;) O;:oerator. Every person, other than a c~auffeur, 1·rho 

~rives or is in actual physical control of a--~e~e~--veh~e~e 

~~ft-a-~~~hwe~-e~-w"e-~~-e~e~e~~ift~-eeft~~e~-eve~-er-~~ee~~ft~ 

a--veh~e~e--be~ft~-~ewea-by-a-m6~e~-veh~e~e7 anv singl2 motor 

vehicle not in excess of tHenty-eight thousand (28,000) 

pounds gross vehicle weight, or any such vel:icle tov.,ing a 

22 vehicle not in excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds gross 

23 vehicle weight, except buses, or who is exercising control 

24 over or steering a motor vehicle being towed by anotr.er 

25 motor vehicle. 
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(c) Chauff~ur. Every person who ~~-e"'!'~eyel'l-ey-!!t!'!e~l'!!'!!!' 

~e~-~~e-!'!!'~!'!e~~a~-!'~~!'e~e-e~-l'l~iv~ft~--a--me~e~--vehie~e--a!'!e 

!'!Ve~y--~e~~eft--~~e--a!!'~Ve~--a-~ehee~-~~~-~~aft~~e~~i!'!~-eel'!ee~ 

eh~~areft--er--afty--me~e~--veh~e~e--wheft--i!'!--~~e---~e~---~h!'! 

~~afts~e~ea~~eft--e~-~e~se!'!~-er-~re~e~~y-~er-ee!ll~eft~a~ieftr-~~~ 

sha~~-fte~-~fte~~e!'!-!'e~seft~-a~~v~ft~--~a~"'--~r~e~e--er--ha~~~ft~ 

i!IU"l'!'.--~reelie~s--i!e~--!'~ea~ee~!!-e~-ea~a-~e~l'l'.-l"~ea~e~e.,- ~ 

any rr:otor vel'licle or combination of vehicles weighing over 

t'·'enty-eight trouc:and (28,000) nounds gross vehicle weiqht 

and/or any bus. 

(d) OI,'Tier. _,_, person vJho holds the legal title of a 

vehicle or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an 

agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with t:he 

right of purc'las"' UFOn performance of the conditions stated 

in t:.e agreement and ~od th t''e imnediate right of possession 

vested in t!1e conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event 

a mortgagor of a ve~icle is entitled to possession, then 

such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 

deer.ed tr;e o;..~mer for the purpose of this act. n 

Sectior: 2. 'C';,is act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-

-2- 5t3M?'' 
/ 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. _ _23.5.:75. 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form 1?1>·15 

In compliance with a written request received February 19. , 19 .][___ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ·- .. St:oa.~lll 254 ----pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to member··, 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Sena~ Bill 254 provides for the classification of drivers' licenses according to the size of vehicle driven by revising the 
definition of operator and chauffeur. The effective date is January 1, 1976. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The proposed legislation will create a need for an additional testing officer in each of the six traffic divisions. 

2. Although the effective date of the bill is January 1, 1976, training requirements necessitate hiring the new officers 

prior to January. 

3. Drivers' manuals and examinations will need to be revised. 

4. Federal government funding, through the Highway Safety Director's office will cover half the cost of revising 
drivers' manuals and e"aminations and all capital outlays. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Estimated increase in expenditures by category: 
FY 76 FY 77 

Personal Services (Highway ERA) $ 76,610 $ 71,070 

Operating Expenses (General Fund) 31,734 22,982 

Capital Outlay and Printing (Federal Funds) 63,000 18,590 

Total increase in expenditures $171,344 $112,642 

CONCLUSION: 

Enactment of Senate Bill 254 will require additional expenditures of $284,000 during the 1975-77 biennium. Approximately 
$54,000 of the additional expenditures will be funded from the General Fund; the remainder will be paid through the 
Highway ERA and federal government grants. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: February 24, 1975 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highw~ys & Transport~tion 

SENATE BILL NO. 254 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLE (BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

31-120, R.C.M. 1947, PROVIDING FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF 

DRIVERS' LICENSES ACCORDING TO THE SIZE OF VEHICLE DRIVEN BY 

REVISING THE DEFINITION OF OPERATOR AND CHAUFFEUR; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-120, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•31-120. Person -- operator chauffeur owner. 

(a) Person. Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 

association, or corporation. 

(bl Operator. Every person, other than a chauffeur, 

who drives or is in actual physical control of a-meeer 

vehie~e-~pea-~-hi~hway-er-whe-is-e~ePeisi"~-eeatre%-ever--er 

~teerift~--~--vehie%e--beia~--tewea--by--a-meter-vehie%e~ ~ 

single motor vehicle not in excess of twenty-eight thousand 

(28,000) pounds gross vehicle weight, or any such vehicle 

22 towing a vehicle not in excess of ten thousand (10,000) 

23 pounds gross vehicle weight, except buses, or who is 

24 exercising control over or steering a motor vehicle being 

25 towed by another motor vehicle. 
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(c) Chauffeur. Every person who is-emp%eyea-by-aaether 

fer-the-priaeipa~-p~pPeee-e~-aPi¥tft~--a~-meter--vehie%e--afte 

every--pereea--whe--~rives--~-eehee%-eae-tPaftepePtift~-sehee% 

ehi~ereft--er--aay--MOter--vehie%e--whea--ift--eee---~er---the 

traftepertatieft--~-pereefte-er-preperty-~er-eempeaeatiea7-bat 

shei%-ftet-ifteia~e-pepeefte-~rivift~--farm--traeke--er--haa~ia~ 

~arm--preaaete--~er--preaaeere-e~-eaie-~arm-pre~aeteT ~ 

any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles wei9hia9--ever 

IN EXCESS OF twenty-eight thousand (28,000) pounds gross 

vehicle weight and/or any bus. 

(d) Owner. A person who holds the legal title of a 

vehicle or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an 

agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with the 

right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated 

in the agreement and with the immediate right of possession 

vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event 

a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then 

such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 

deemed the owner for the purpose of this act.• 

Section 2. This act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-

-2- SB 254 



44th Leqislature S:9 0254/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

SENATE BILL NO. 254 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLE (BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

31-120, R.C.M. 1947, PROVIDING FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF 

DRIVERS' LICENSES ACCORDING TO THE SIZE OF VEHICLE DRIVEN BY 

REVISING THE DEFINITION OF OPERATOR AND CHAUFFEUR; AND 

PROVIDING AN ~FFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Secti~n 31-120, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•31-120. Person -- operator chauffeur owner. 

(a) Person. Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 

association, or corporation. 

(b) Operator. Every person, other than a chauffeur, 

who drives or is in actual physical control of a-me~er 

¥ehie~e-apeft-a-hi~hway-er-whe-*s-exereieift~-eeft~rei-e¥er--er 

~~eerift~--e--¥ehie~e--~eift~--~ewe~--~y--a-m~er-.ehieie~ ~ 

single motor vehicle not tn excess of twenty-eight thousand 

(28,000) pounds gross vehicle weight, or any such vehicle 

22 towing a vehicle not in excess of ten thousand (10,000) 

23 pounds ~rjfs vehicle weight, except buses, or who is 

24 exercisin~ control over or steering a motor vehicle being 

25 towed bf ~other motor vehicle. 
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(c) Chauffeur. Every person who ie-empieyed-~y-afte~er 

~er-~e-~riftei~ai-~arpeee-e~-dri~ft~--a~-me~er--¥ehieie--aftd 

e¥ery--~ereeft--whe--dri¥es--a-eeheei-~ae-~rafteper~ift~-eeheei 

ehi~~reft--er--aftr--ms~er--¥eftie~--wheft--ift--ase---ter---~he 

~raftsper~a~ieft--8£-persefts-er-preper~r-~er-eempeftea~ieftT-be~ 

eha~~-fte~-ifte~a~e-~ereefte-dri¥ift~--~a~-~raeke--er--haaiift~ 

~arm--~reeae~e--~er--predaeere-e~-eaid-~a~predae~eT ~ 

any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles wei,hiftg--e¥er 

IN EXCESS OF twenty-eight thousand (28,000) pounds gross 

vehicle weight and/or any bus. 

(d) Owner. A person who holds the legal title of a 

vehicle or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an 

agreement for the con~itional sale or lease thereof with the 

right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated 

in the agreement and with the immediate right of possession 

vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event 

a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then 

such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 

deemed the owner for the purpose of this act.• 

Section 2. This act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-

-2- SB 254 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 25, 1975 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL#254 

DATED MARCH 11, 1975. 

1. Amend page 1, section 1, subsection (b) , line 2 5. 

Followingi "vehicle ... 

Insert: "and, persons driving farm trucks or hauling farm 

Eroducts for producers of said farm products who 

drives any vehicle forty-eight thousand (48,000) 

fOUnds gross weight or less" 

1\S SO AMENDED 

BE CONCURRED IN 
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SENATE BILL ;m. 254 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLE (BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) 

A BILL FOR fu~ ACT ENTITLED: "&~ ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

31-120, R. C. t·l. 194 7, PROVIDING FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF 

DRIVERS' LICENSES ACCORDING TO THE SIZE OF VEHICLE DRIVEN BY 

REVISING THE DEFINITION OF OPERATOR AND CHAUFFEUR; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-120, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"31-120. Person -- operator chauffeur owner. 

(a) Person. Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 

association, or corporation. 

(b) Operator. Every person, other than a chauffeur., 

who drives or is in actual physical control of e-me~er 

veh~eie-~~eft-a-hi~hway-er-whe-ie-exereieift~-eeft~rei-ever--er 

e~eePift~--a--vefi~eie--aeiA~--~ewea--ey--a-me~er-vehie±e~ ~ 

single motor vehicle not in excess of twenty-eight thousand 

(28,000) pounds gross vehicle weioht, or any such vehicle 

tol'ling a vehicle not in excess of ten thousand (10,000) 

;?Ounds gross vehicle weight, except buses, or who is 

exercising control over or steering a motor vehicle being 

25 tmved by another motor vehicle AND, PERSONS DRIVING FAID·l 
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TRUCKS OR HAULING FARM PRODUCTS FOR PRODUCERS OF SAID FAR~ 

PRODUCTS ·,mo DRIVE ANY VEHICLE FORTY-EIGHT THOUSAND (48, 000) 

POUNDS GROSS WEIGHT OR LESS. 

(c) Chauffeur. Every person who ie-em~~eyee-by-afte~her 

£er--~he--pr~neipai--p~~pese--e£-er~via~-a-meeer-veh~e~e-aAe 

every-persen-whe-a~~vee-e--senee~--b~s--~~~spere~ft~--sehee~ 

ehiidren---er---aBy--me~e~--vehie~e--wheft--~n--~ee--£er--~he 

treftsper~et~en-e£-~~seHs-er-pro~erty-rer-ee~eftsat~eftT--b~t 

ehai~--not--~ee~~de--~ersees--dr~v~a~-£arm-t~~e*e-er-ha~i~H~ 

£arm-prea~ets-~e~-pree~eere-e£-sa±d--£arm--pred~ets~ ~ 

any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles wei,hifts-ever 

IN EXCESS OF twenty-eight thousand (28,000) pounds gross 

vehicle weight and/or any bus, 

(d) OWner. A person who holds the legal title of a 

vehicle or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an 

agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with the 

right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated 

in the agreement and with the immediate right of possession 

vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event 

a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then 

such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 

deemed the owner for the purpose of this act.• 

Section 2. This act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-

-2- SB 254 


