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INTRODUCED BY A<+<«<'.........-< 

A i3ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

31-135, R.C.M. 1947, PROVIDING THAT OPERATOR JU'D CHAUFFEUR 

LICENSES SHALL NOT BE VALID FOR OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES 

UNLESS Ei'IDORSED Al"D PROVIDI:~G THE FEE FOR SUCH ENDORSEMENT 

AND PROVIDING FOR&~ EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-135, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"31-135. Licenses issued to operators and 

chauffeurs--renewals and expiration thereof. (a) The highway 

patrol board shall have authority to appoint county 

treasurers and other qualified officers to act as its agent 

or agents for the sale of drivers' licenses, and shall make 

necessary rules and regulations governing such sales. The 

board, upon payment of the fees specified in this act, (of 

which sum five per cent (5%) shall be retained by the county 

treasurers for use of the county general fund) shall issue 

to every applicant qualifying therefor, an operator's or 

chauffeur's license as applied for, and such licenses shall 

contain a photograph of such licensee in such size and form 

as may be prescribed by the highway patrol board, a 
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distinguishing number issued to the licensee, the full name, 

date of birth, resident address, and a brief description of 

the licensee and either a facsimile of the signature of the 

licensee or a space upon which he shall write his signature 

in pen and ink, immediately upon receipt of the license. No 

license shall be valid until it has been so signed by the 

licensee. 

(b) The board shall, when any person applies for 

renewal of an operator's or chauffeur's license, test the 

applicant's eyesight, and may also, in the board's 

discretion, have such applicant demonstrate his physical 

ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable 

care in the operation of a motor vehicle. A person shall be 

deemed to have applied for renewal of a Montana operator's 

or chauffeur's license if such application is made within 

three (3) months of the expiration of such license. 

(c) Licenses issued shall expire on the anniversary of 

the date of birth of the licensee four (4) years or less 

after the date of issue. Notwithstanding the foregoing 

provisions, the highway patrol board shall stagger initial 

license terms for the purpose of equalizing annual issuance 

of licenses and shall collect license fees proportionate to 

the term of such licenses. 

(u) Whenever the board issues an original license to a 

person under the age of eighteen (lB) years, such license 
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shall be designated and clearly marked as a •provisional 

license." Any license so designated and marked may be 

suspended by the 0oard for a period of not more than twelve 

{12) months, when its record discloses that the licensee, 

subsequent to the issuance of such license, has been guilty 

6 of careless or negligent driving. Upon renewal as applicable 

7 to operator's licenses, the board may for any reasonable 

8 cause, as shown by its records, designate the renewal of the 

9 license as provisional, otherwise, a license in usual form 

10 shall be issued subject to other provisions of the laws of 

11 Montana. 

12 (e) It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his 

13 possession or under his control, more than one (1) t1ontana 

14 operator's or chauffeur's license at any one tL~. Licenses 

15 issued after passage of this act shall not be valid for the 

16 operation of a motorcycle until the holder thereof has 

17 completed the requirements of section 31-134 and L~e license 

18 has been clearly marked with the words •motorcycle 

19 endorsement•. 

20 (f) Driver license fees. Fees for driver license shall 

21 be as follows: 

22 1. Driver's license--two dollars ($2) per year or 

23 fraction ti<ereof. 

24 2. Motorcycle endorsement--fifty cents (50¢) per year 

25 or fraction thereof.• 
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Section 2. This act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-
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STATE Of MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 233-75 

FISCAL NOTE 

/(I !!Ill f){) I~-

In compliance with a written request rec.:eived _ ____£ebruar'l.1!~ 1975 ._ , 19 ---··-- , there is hereby submitted ,, hscal Nc• .'' 

tor ... &e!l~~~ §!IL2.!5_3_ -------·------pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislativ~ Assembly. 

Hackground information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to memi;N<, 

,,t the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 253 provides that operator and chauffeur licenses shall not be valid for operation of motorcycles unless endorsed, 
provides the fee for such endorsement, and provides a January 1, 1976 effective date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. There will be 39,951 motorcycles registered. It is assumed that there will be 15% more operators than motorcycles and 

that there will be a 4% increase in FY 77. 

2. The proposed legislation will require development of new driver's manuals and written examinations will generate the need for 

increased highway safety funding grants. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Estimated fees collected from motorcycle endorsement 

Estimated increase in expenditures by category~ 

Operating Expenses 

Local grants 

Net increase in revenue (Revenue- Expenditures) 

CONCLUSION: 

$ 5,000 

5,000 

FY 76 

$ 22,972 

$ 

10,000 

$ 12,972 

2,000 

0 

FY 77 

$ 23,891 

2,000 

$ 21,891 

Enactment of Senate Bill 253 will res·ult in increased driver license fee (motorcycle endorsement) collections of $46,863, 
increased expenditures of $12,000, for a!.!!:! increase in revenue of $34,863 during the 1975-77 biennium. 

Office of Budget and Program Plannmq 

Date. --~LJ~l5 __ 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highw•ys & Tr•nsport•tion 

INTRODUCED BY 

H. 'lLL NO • .lE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "Ai~ Acr TO AMEND SECTION 

31-135, R.C.M. 1947, PROVIDING THAT OPERATOR AND CHAUFFEUR 

LICENSES SHALL NOT BE VALID FOR OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES 

UNLESS ENOORSED At"D PROVIDING THE FEE FOR SUCH ENDORSEMENT 

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-135, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

• 31-135. Licenses issued to operators and 

chauffeurs--renewals and expiration thereof. (a) The highway 

patrol board shall have authority to appoint county 

treasurers and other qualified officers to act as its agent 

or agents for the sale of drivers' licenses, and shall make 

necessary rules and regulations governing such sales. The 

board, upon payment of the fees specified in this act, (of 

which sum five per cent (5%) shall be retained by the county 

treasurers for use of the county general fund) shall issue 

to every applicant qualifying therefor, an 3Perator's or 

chauffeur's license as applied for, and such licenses shall 

contain a photograph of such licensee in such size and form 

as may be prescribed by the highway patrol board, a 
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distinguishing number issued to the licensee, the full name, 

date of birth, resident address, and a brief description of 

the licensee and either a facsimile of the signature of the 

licensee or a space upon which he shall write his signature 

in pen and ink, immediately upon receipt of the license. No 

license shall be valid until it has been so signed by the 

licensee. 

(b) The board shall, when any person applies for 

renewal of an operator's or chauffeur's license, test the 

applicant's eyesight, and may also, in the board's 

discretion, have such applicant demonstrate his physical 

ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable 

care in the operation of a motor vehicle. A person shall be 

deemed to have applied for renewal of a Montana operator's 

or chauffeur's license if such application is made within 

three (3) months of the expiration of such license. 

(c) Licenses issued shall expire on the anniversary of 

the date of birth of the licensee four (4) years or less 

after the date of issue. Notwithstanding the foregoing 

provisions, the highway patrol board shall stagger initial 

license terms for the purpose of equalizing annual issuance 

of licenses and shall collect license fees proportionate to 

the term of such licenses. 

(d) Whenever the board issues an original license to a 

person under the age of eighteen 

-2-
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&btil 1M cllesi:g-M.t:ed .atrd eleer!.Y 111ar!ced as a •prMi.Sional 

l:i..,...,... Ant H~e so d~i~ted aft~! lftarked iiay be 

a~a by the lei'Oerll f-et- a p~iOd of not Jlro~ than twelve 

(U.} III'Gii\taa, '!then ita rf!lt'l!lr~ disctos&s that the lieensee~ 

lniiD•q111Ult; to 'the Uslla!ft'ee of aueh license. has lieen quiit.y 

ot eat-el·eas or negii.<jeftt: Clri:V'inq, Upb'n renewal as 4pplicable 

to apetat:ot • • Hcel\S'ea, tM bOar-d !U1 f~r att::t reasonable 

Q&Be., as ~ ey 11115 r~ra.. eb!sicjiftab! the tenewal l!lf t!\'1! 

9 Htreaee &!i prfffl.*l-eiullt etftefti-Bet a liceitse in usual form 

10 shall be iBlR111!tl iulbjee1t b) e~r provbions of th~ lan 6f 

11 MGtttua. 

12 (e) It sl:ulll be l!niawful for any pli!!:son to have in his 

13 possession or 11nd~ his control, more than ·one (1) Montana 

14 operator's or chauffeur's license at any one time. Licens-es 

15 issued after pasa:aqe of t.bis .. act. shall not be. valid for t:De 

16 OJ!!raUon. of o 1110torcrC!e until the holder thereof haS 

17 co!f1etea. the requuements Of section 31-llt and the license 

18 has . been cleul:X . •rked wi tb the words umotorcy.cle 

19 endoraeratllftt •. 

20 (f) Dri¥er license fees. Fees for driver license shall 

21 oe as follows: 

22 1. Dri.ver•s license--two dollars ($2) per year or 

23 fractiOn thereOf. 

24 2. M:>tor$iXC'-e . endorsement--fifty cents (50¢) per year 

25 or fr!!C:Uon thereof." 
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Section 2. This act is ~ffective January 1, 1976. 

~End-

-4-



44th Legislature LC 09J3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

2·2 

23 

24 

25 

.Y'--..J~-1 BILL NO. i?S"~ 
~ INTRODUCED BY 

~·~·~ ... -1 ~ d2.._11 ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

31-135, R.C.H. 1947, PROVIDING THAT OPERATOR AND CHAUFFEUR 

LICENSES SHALL NOT BE VALID FOR OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES 

UNLESS ENDORSEr: AND PROVIDING THE FEE FOR SUCH ENDORSEMENT 

AND PROVIDING BOR ru' EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF rrlE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-135, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"31-135. Licenses issued to operators and 

chauffeurs--renewals and expiration thereof. (a) The highway 

patrol board shall have authority to appoint county 

treasur~rs and other qualified officers to act as its agent 

or agents for the sale of drivers' licenses, and shall make 

necessary rules and regulations governing such sales. The 

board, upon payment of the fees specified in this act, (of 

which sum five per cent (5%) shall be retained by the county 

treasurers for use of the county general fund) shall issue 

to every applicant qualifying therefor, an operator's or 

cnauffeur's license as applied for, and such licenses shall 

contain a photograph of suca licensee in such size and form 

as may ne prescribed by the highway patrol board, a 
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distinguishing number issued to the licensee, the full name, 

date of birth, resident address, and a brief description of 

the licensee and either a facsimile of the signature of the 

licensee or a space upon which he shall write his signature 

in pen and ink, immediately upon receipt of the license. No 

license shall be valid until it has been so signed by the 

licensee. 

(b) The board shall, when any person applies for 

renewal of an operator's or chauffeur's license, test .the 

applicant's eyesight, and may also, in the board's 

discretion, have such applicant demonstrate his physical 

ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable 

care in the operatic~ of a motor vehicle. A person shall be 

deemed to have applied for renewal of a Montana operator's 

or chauffeur's license if such application is made within 

three (3) months of the expiration of such license. 

(c) Licenses issued shall expire on the anniversary of 

the date of birth of the licensee four (4) years or less 

after the date of issue. Notwithstanding the foregoing 

provisions, the highway patrol board shall stagger initial 

license terms for the purpose of equalizing annual issuance 

of licenses and shall collect license fees proportionate to 

ti"le term of such licenses. 

(d) Wnenever the board issues an original license to a 

person under the age of eighteen (18) years, such license 
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$hall be designated and clearly marked as a •provisional 

license.• Any license so designated and marked may be 

$USpended by the ooard for a period of not more than twelve 

4 (12) months, when its record discloses that the licensee, 

5 subsequent to the issuance of such license, has been guilty 

6 of careless or negligent driving. Upon renewal as applicable 

7 to operator's licenses, the board may for any reasonable 

8 cause, as shown by its records, designate the renewal of the 

9 license as provisional, otherwise, a license in usual form 

10 shall be issued subject to other provisions of the laws of 

11 Montana. 

12 (e) It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his 

13 possession or under his control, more than·one (1} Montana 

14 operator's or chauffeur's license at any one time. Licenses 

15 issued after passaqe of this act shall not be valid for the 

16 operation of a motorcycle until the holder thereof has 

17 completed the re!p!ireme.nts of section 31-134 and th.e license 

18 has been clearl;t marked with the words Dmotorcycle 

19- endorsement•. 

20 (f) Driver license fees. Fees for driver license shall 

21 o• as follows: 

2.2 1. llrive.r 's. l.j,cenae--twa dollars ($2} per year or 

lJ fraction thereof. 

24 2. Motorcycle endorsement--fifty cents (50¢) per year 

25 or fraction thereof.• 

-3-
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Section 2. This act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 253 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLE 

{BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

31-13 5, R.C.M. 1947, PROVIDING THAT OPERATOR AND CHAUFFEUR 

LICENSES SHALL NOT BE VALID FOR OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES 

UNL~SS ENDORSED AND PROVIDING THE FEE FOR SUCH ENDORSEMENT 

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 31-135, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

nll-135. Licenses issued to operators and 

chauffeurs--renewals and expiration thereof. (a) The highway 

patrol board shall have authority to appoint county 

treasurers and other qualified officers to act as its agent 

or agents for the sale of drivers' licenses, and shall make 

necessary rules and regulations governing such sales. The 

board, upon payment of the fees specified in this act, (of 

which sum five per cent (5%) shall be retained by the county 

treasurers for use of the county general fund) shall issue 

to every applicant qualifying therefor, an operator's or 

chauffeur's license as applied for, and such licenses s!1all 

contain a photograph of such licensee in such size and form 
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as may be prescribed by the highway patrol board, a 

distinguishing number issued to the licensee, the full name, 

date of birth, resident address, and a brief description of 

the licensee and either a facsimile of the signature of the 

licensee or a space upon which he shall write his signature 

in pen and ink, immediately upon receipt of the license. No 

license shall be valid until it has been so signed by the 

licensee. 

{h} The board shall, when any person applies for 

renewal of an operator's or chauffeur's license, test the 

applicant's eyesight, and may also, in the board's 

discretion, have such applicant demonstrate his physical 

ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable 

care in the operation of a motor vehicle. A person shall be 

deemed to have applied for renewal of a Montana operator's 

or chauffeur's license if such application is made within 

three (3) months of the expiration of such license. 

(c) Licenses issued shall expire on the anniversary of 

the date of birth of the licensee four (4) years or less 

after the date of issue. Nobiithstanding the foregoing 

provisions, the highway patrol board shall stagger initial 

license terms for the purpose of equalizing annual issuance 

of licenses and shall collect license fees proportionate to 

the term of such licenses. 

(d) Whenever the board issues an original license to a 

-2- SB 253 
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person under the a~e of eighteen (18} years, such license 

shall be designated and clearly marked as a "provisional 

license.• Any license so designated and marked may be 

suspended by the board for a period of not more than twelve 

(12) months, when its record discloses that the licensee, 

subsequent to the issuance of such license, has been guilty 

of careless or negligent driving. Upon renewal as applicable 

8 to operator's licenses, the board may for any reasonable 

9 cause, as shown by its records, designate the renewal of the 

10 license as provisional, otherwise, a license in usual form 

11 shall be issued subject to other provisions of the laws of 

12 Montana. 

13 (e) It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his 

14 possession or under his control, more than one (1} Montana 

15 operator's or chauffeur's license at any one time. Licenses 

16 issued after passage of this act shall not be valid for the 

17 operation of a motorcycle until the holder thereof has 

18 completed the requirements of section 31-134 and the license 

19 has been clearly marked with the words •motorcycle 

20 endorsement•. 

21 (f) Driver license fees. Fees for driver license shall 

22 be as follows: 

23 1. Driver's license--two dollars ($2) per year or 

24 fraction thereof. 

25 2. Motorcycle endorsement--fifty cents (50¢) per year 
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or fraction thereof.• 

Section 2. This act is effective January 1, 1976. 

-End-
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