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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE SCHOOL BUS 

TRANSPORTATION OR REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF 

PUPILS LIVING MORE THAN ONE &~D ONE-HALF (1 1/2) MILES FROM 

THEIR ASSIGNED SCHOOLS; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-7001 iU'D 

75-7019, R.C.M. l947.w 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7001, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-7001. Definitions. As used·in this Title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

"Transportation" shall mean: 

(1) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus 

between his legal residence and the school designated by the 

trustees for his attendance; or-

(2) "individual transportation" whereby a district is 

relieved of actually conveying a pupil. Such individual 

transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for 

conveying the pupil, reimbursing the parent or guardian for 

the pupil's board and room, or providing supervised 

correspondence study or supervised home study. 

An "eligible transportee• shall mean a puolic school 

INTRODUCED B I L L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0169 

pupil who: 

(1) is not less than five (5) years of age nor has 

attained his twenty-first (21st) birthday; 

(2) is a resident of the state of Montana; 

(3) regardless of district and county boundaries, 

resides at least -eft!!ee-~3t one and one-half (1 1/2) mil.es, 

over the shortest practical route, from the nearest 

operating public elementary scnool or public high school, 

whichever the case may be; and 

(4) is deemed by law to reside with his parent or 

guardian who maintains legal residence within ~1e boundaries 

of the district furnishing the transportation regardless of 

where the eligible transportee actually lives when atte~ding 

school." 

Section 2. Section 75-7019, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7019. Schedule of 

individual transportation 

maximum 

including 

reimbursement 

provisions 

for 

for 

isolation, room and board, and supervised study programs. 

The following rates for individual transportation constitute 

the maximum reimbursement to districts for individual 

transportation from state and county sources of 

transportation revenue under ~~e provisions of sections 

75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates also shall constitute the 

limitation of the budgeted 
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amounts for individual 
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transportation for the ensuing school fiscal year. \··ihen t:1e 

trustees contract with the parent or guardian of any 

eligible transportee to provide individual transportation 

for each day of school attendance, they shall reimburse the 

parent or guardian on the basis of ~~e following schedule: 

(1) When the parent or guardian provides the 

transportation conveyance, the following per diem rates 

shall be used to determine the total reimbursable amount for 

all eligible transportees residing in one household, 

including both elementary and high school pupils; except 

that eligible transportees shall be considered as coming 

from separate households when such eligible transportees are 

required by the trustees to attend schools in entirely 

separate communities and cannot be transported by the same 

conveyance or cared for in the same community. When the 

distance from the eligible transportee's residence to his 

assigned school is: 

(a) not less than ~ree-~~* one and one-half (1 l/2) 

miles but less than five (5) miles, the rate shall be thirty 

cents ($.30) for one (1) eligible transportee and twelve 

cents ($.12) for each additional eligible transportee but 

shall not exceed sixty-six cents ($.66) for all the eligible 

transportees of one household; 

(b) not less than five (5) miles but less than seven 

(7) miles, the rate shall be thirty-six cents ($.36) for one 
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(1) eligible transportee and twelve cents ($.12) for each 

additional eligible transportee but shall not exceed 

eighty-four cents ($.84) for all the eligible transportees 

of one household. 

(c) not less than seven (7) miles but less than twelve 

(12) miles, the rate shall be forty-eight cents ($.48) for 

one (1) eligible transportee and twelve cents ($.12) for 

each additional eligible transportee but shall not exceed 

one dollar and eight cents ($1.08) for all the eligible 

transportees of one household; or 

(d) twelve (12) or more miles, the rate shall be sixty 

cents ($.60) for one (1) eligible transportee and twelve 

cents ($.12) for each additional eligible transportee but 

shall not exceed one dollar and twenty cents ($1.20) for all 

the eligible transportees of one household. 

(2) When the parent or guardian provides the 

transportation conveyance from the eligible transportee's 

residence to an approved route of the school bus designate6 

by the trustees for the transportation of such eligible 

transportee, the per diem rates prescribed in subsection (1) 

shall be used to determine the reimbursable amount for such 

transportation on the basis of the distance from the child's 

residence to an established bus route stop. ~ihen the 

distance from the eligible transportee's residence to the 

approved bus route stop is not less than one and one-half (1 
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1/2) miles but less than three {3) miles, the rcimburseree~t 

rate shall be one-half {1/2) the rate prescribed in 

subsection ( 1} (a) above. ~lo transportation reimbursement 

shall be paid to a parent or guardian when the distance from 

the child's residence is less than one and one-half Ci. 11 2l 

miles from an established bus rout..e stop. 

(3) Wnere, due to excessive distances, impassable roads 

or other special circuw$tances of isolation, the rates 

prescribed in subsections (l) ox (2) would be ar. inadequate 

reimbursement for the transportation costs or. would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible tranr!portee, i1is 

parent or guardian may request an increase in. ti1.e 

reimbursement rate. Su~~ a request for increased rates due 

t.o isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation fer the ensuing 

school fiscal year by 

circumstances which 

any increase rate due 

indicating the special facts and 

exist to justify the incr<=ase. Bef:cr.e 

to isolation can be paid to che 

requesting 9arent or guardian, such rate rr.ust be approveti 0-..z 

tile county transportation commit+_ee and ti1e sut>eri.ntenue.nt 

of roublic instruction after t.'le trustees ha'.'C incticate,i 

t-1cir approval or disapproval. i<.egardless of the ;oction c:f 

the trustees and v:hen approval is g~ven uy tne county 

transportation committee and the su~er~ntendent of fUDlic 

~nstruction, the trustees shall pay suc;1 inc-reased rate <lue 
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to isolation. 1'he ?ercentage l.L:creases of the per-day 

individual transportation rates prescribed in su~secticns 

(l) and {2) in relation to tl1e <k.,:~ree o.f isolation, e:-ccel-'t 

t.hat such incre-ases st"a.Ci.J. i r:.ot exceed u~1~ . .~.undred. :t;~r cent 

(l(Flt). 

{ 4} ~rhefi t:ne isola teO conditic-l.~~ ;->f !:~l.e househclC. :..Jher-e 

an eligible trans;Jortee resides require such eligible 

transportee tv live a~·ay from the househt;ld. in order to 

attend school, he shall be elic;iLle fer the room and board 

reimbursement. Approval to re~eive t.~e room and board 

reimbursement shall be obtained i.n the same manner 

prescrii:>ed in suLsect!..on ()) above. 7rk per (hem rate for 

~:oorr. and board sh<~ll be onA •kllar ;md fifty cents ($1. 50} 

for one eligible tra~sportee, s~xty c0nts t$.60) foL a 

second eliq ible transpcrtee of thF ,;am.= i10uso::hold and t.'J.irty 

cm'!ts ($.30} tor each additional eli.,;1.ble trai:sjjor.tee ot t1lc 

sa.-ne hot:.senol<l. 

(5) When the in<Hvidual transporvl.tlon provisic;n is to 

be satisfied by supervised ~orne stUQf or supervis~d 

correspondenc~ study, the reiHtburs<e!"lent rate shall De the 

cost of such stud:,•; provi.d<=d that th<- course of inst-ruction 

is approved L>y ti"e trustees and ,iJt>er,·ised by tho district. 

(E) The schedules provided in this section si.all not. l:;e 

alt:ered by any aut~writy other than the lec;~slative assemtly 

of t.'1e state of '·lantana, except as provided ln subsectiun 
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STATE Of MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 85·75 

FISCAL NOTE 

Fo r111 IW I 1 

In compliance with a written request received -~·-1_:~1._ _________ , 19 ~-- , there is hereby submitted a F- isc;;l Note 

for - ... _Scn_ate .~il_l_!_!i~-~-~--~- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly 

Gackground irlformation used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget <>nd Program Planning, to members 

of the L.egi~lature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act providing school bus transportation or transportation reimbursement for pupils living more than 1 Y2 miles from their 
assigned school. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. All children oot now receiving transportation live within the three-mile zone. 
2. The density of population within the three mile-zone is not evenly dispersed. The density within the one and one-half 

mile zone is twice that of the area between one and one·half miles and three miles. 
3. The school buses now operating are doing so at 75 percent capacity. Therefore, buses could carry another 25 

percent at no extra cost. 
4. The proportion of bus riders to individual transportees will remain the same. 
5. An estimated 51,878 more bus riders and 4,738 individual transportees will be included und .r proposed law. 
6. The cost per pupil will remain the same for bus transportees. 
7. The present transportation schedules will remain in effect. 
8. Of those children receiving individual transportation, three will be in each family. 
9. State reimbursement for high school on schedule transportation costs is one-third of the on schedule amounts as established 

under Section 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947. The county reimbursement is 2/3 of the on schedule amount; a county-wide levy 

for transportation reimbursement is authorized for such purpose. Over schedule costs are borne by the district. 
10. Reimbursement for elementary school on schedule costs is borne 1/3 by the state and 1/3 by the county. The remaining 

1/3 plus any over schedule costs are borne by the district. 
11. The county's obligation to districts for reimbursement for elementary transportation is paid from the revenue derived from 

the 25 mill basic county levy for elementary schools before county equalization funds are apportioned for the Foundation 
Program. 

12. The estimate does not include cost of new school buses which would be an added cost to school districts. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Increased transportation cost 
for high school students 

Increased transportation cost 
for elementary school students 

Increased state equalization aid 
payments to fully fund 
Foundation Program 

Total Increase 

State 

$ 269,157 

561,450 

561.450* 

$1,392,057 

FY76 

County 

$ 538,313 

$ 538,313 

FY77 

District State County 

$ 783,802 $ 269,157 $ 538,313 

* 2,192.486 561.450 

561,450 * 

$2,976,288 $1,392,057 $ 538,313 

District 

$ 783,802 

* 2,192,486 

$2,976,288 

" See assumption no. 11; although the increased county cost for elementary students of $561.450 js;~·niti I ~r.ne by the 
county, the cost is passed on to the State through reduction in county equalization -~ · ~~--
funds which necessitates an increase in state equalization aid payments to fully fund BUDGET D ECTOR - ( 

the Foundation Program. The amount is not included in county costs in order Office of Budget and Program Planning 

not to overstate total cost. J-3/-7!i' 
Date: ----L-~~---------


