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INTRODUCED BY 

A ~ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, TO DELETE THE LANGUAGE THAT PROHIBITS 

A RETIRED VOLUNTEER FIREMAN FROM RECEIVING BENEFITS FROM A 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM OTHER THAN THE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION 

FUND.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•11-2023. Qualification for compensation. (l) In order 

to qualify for the compensation provided under subparagraphs 

one (1), two (2), three (3) and four (4) of section 11-2022, 

the fireman must be an enrolled active member of a fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village, at the time of such 

injury or sickness for which compensation hereunder is 

claimed. 

(2) In order to qualify for participation in the 

volunteer firemen's pension plan under subparagraph five (5) 

of section 11-2022, a volunteer fireman must meet each of 

the following requirements: 

(A) Years of service. (I) To qualify for full 
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participation he must have completed a total of at least 

twenty (20) years' service as an active volunteer fireman 

and as an active member of a qualified volunteer fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village. (II) If prevented 

from completing at least twenty (20) years' service by 

dissolution or discontinuance of his volunteer fire company, 

or by personal relocation due to transfer or loss of 

employment, or by personal disability, or by other factor 

beyond his reasonable control, then he may qualify for 

partial participation if he has completed at least ten {10) 

years' serviceJ in that event, be shall be eligible for only 

a proportion of the benefits specified in subparagraph five 

(5) of section 11-2022, determined by multiplying such 

specified benefits by a fraction, the numerator of which 

shall be the number of years active service completed, and 

the denominator of which shall be twenty (20). (III) 

Provided, that from and after July 1, 1965, no volunteer 

fireman shall receive credit for any year of membership in 

any such volunteer fire company unless throughout such year 

such volunteer fire company shall , have maintained 

fire-fighting equipment in serviceable condition of a value 

of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or more, and 

unless throughout such year such volunteer fire company, or 

the fire district served thereby, shall have been rated in 
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class five (5), six (6), seven (7), eight (8), nine (9) or 

ten (10) by the board of fire underwriters for the purpose 

of fire insurance premium rates; provided, further, that 

such years of active service shall be cumulative and need 

not be continuous, and that such service need not be 

acquired with one (l) single fire company, but may be a 

total of separate periods of active service with different 

fire companies organized under the laws of the state of 

Montana in different fire districts in unincorporated areas, 

towns or villages. From and after passage of this act, the 

annual period of service for the purpose of this act shall 

be the fiscal year; no fractional part of any year shall 

count toward the service requirement, and to receive credit 

for any particular year a volunteer fireman must serve with 

one (l) particular volunteer fire company throughout that 

entire fiscal year; 

(B) He must have attained the age of fifty-five (55) 

years (but he need not be an active volunteer fireman or an 

active member of any volunteer fire company at the time of 

reaching such age); 

(C) During each of the years for which he claims 

credit under subparagraph {A) above, he must have completed 

a minimum of thirty (30) hours of instruction in matters 

pertaining to fire fighting, under a program formulated and 

supervised by the chief of his volunteer fire company, 
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(D) He must have ceased to be an active mellber of any 

volunteer fire company o~ganized under the laws of the state 

of Montana in an unincorporated area, town or village, and 

if he applies for and receives pension benefits hereunder, 

he shall not thereafter be eligible to become an active 

member of any such volunteer fire company~ 

tBt--He-mMe~-~-&e-e~~~e--~er--hefte~~B--~ftaer--aft~ 

~~re---a~~~eft~---re~ie~---assee~e~~Bft--er~~~~--ift--a~~ 

ifteerpere~ea-are~ 

fi'tJ!U_ Provided, however, that any volunteer fireman 

who is an active member of a volunteer fire company 

organized under the laws of the state of Montana in an 

unir.corporated area, town or village at the time of passage 

of this act shall receive credit against the said service 

requirement to the extent of one (1) year's credit for each 

two (2) years' service completed or to be completed by him 

prior to July 1, 1965, as such active member of any such 

volunteer fire company or companies~ for the purpose of this 

credit for prior service it shall not be necessary either 

that the volunteer fire company or companies with which such 

service has beer. rendered shall satisfy the requirements of 

subparagraph (A) above, or that the individual volunteer 

fireman shall during such prior service have satisfied the 

requirements of subparagraph (C) above; but in any event no 

more than ten (10) years' credit shall be allowed any such 
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l volunteer fireman by reason of such service prior to July l, 

2 1965. For the purpose of establishing such prior service 

3 credit, the chief of each volunteer fire company shall on or 

4 before September l, 1968, prepare and file with the public 

5 employees' retirement system of the state of Montana a 

6 certificate, subscribed and verified under oath, setting 

7 forth the names and residence addresses of each of the 

8 members of his volunteer fire company who shall have 

9 qualified for one (l) or more years' credit for prior 

10 service, and setting forth the number of years of credit to 

ll which each thereof shall be entitled.• 

-End-

-s- SB/33 



------------------------------------------------------------------------..: 

STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 65-75 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form RD-15 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------~------------------
·~.In compliance with a written request received January 21 , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

• for Senate Bill 133 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- ThirtY-Ninth Legislative Assembly . 

t-
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. . ~~~~--------~-------------------------------------------------------------------
.. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

t An act to allow a retired volunteer fireman to receive a volunteer fireman's pension even though he is receiving benefits 
~ from another retirement system. 

~< FISCAL IMPACT: 

Under the volunteer firemen's retirement system, no minimum benefit is statutorily established. Benefits each year are 
prorated to the eligible retired fireman based on 95% of the previous year's income subject to a maximum benefit of 
$50 per month. The income to the fund is currently sufficient to pay all retirees the maximum $50 per month. 
! creasing the number of persons eligible for benefits would not req·uire increased funding under current fund income 

• pr.1jections. In the event that 95% of the previous year's fund income would not be sufficient to pay the maximum 
benefit, all retirees under the system would receive a lesser prorated share. 

--

• 

t 

• 

.. 
Office of Budget and Program Phnning 

Date: January 23, 1975 
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INTRODUCED BY 

A diLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

NO, 

Approved by Comrn. 
on Local Government 

/:3 

nAN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, TO DELETE THE LANGUAGE THAT PROHIBITS 

A RETIRED VOLUNTEER FIREMAN FROM RECEIVING BENEFITS FROM A 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM OTHER THAN THE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION 

FUND." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"11-2023. Qualification for compensation. (1} In order 

to qualify for the compensation provided under subparagraphs 

one (1), two (2), three (3) and four (4) of section 11-2022, 

the fireman must be an enrolled active member of a fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village, at the time of such 

injury or sickness for which compensatiun hereunder is 

claimed. 

(2) In order to qualify for participation in the 

volunteer firemen's pension plan under subparagraph five (5) 

of section 11-2022, a volunteer fireman must meet each of 

the following requirements: 

(A) Years of service. (I) To qualify for full 

S E C 0 N D R E A D l N G 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0609 

participation he must have completed a total of at least 

twenty (20) years' service as an active volunteer fireman 

and as an active member of a qualified volunteer fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village. (II) If prevented 

from completing at least twenty (20) years' service ~ 

dissolution or discontinuance of his volunteer fire company, 

or by personal relocation due to transfer or loss of 

employment, or by personal disability, or by other factor 

beyond his reasonaole control, then he may qualify for 

partial participation if he has completed at least ten (10) 

years' service1 in that event, he shall be eligible for only 

a proportion of the benefits specified in subparagraph five 

{5) of section 11-2022, determined by multiplying such 

specified benefits by a fraction, the numerator of which 

shall be the number of years active service completed, and 

the denominator of which shall be twenty (20). (III) 

Provided, that from and after July 1, 1965, no volunteer 

fireman shall receive credit for any year of membership in 

any such volunteer fire company unless throughout such year 

such volunteer fire company shall have maintained 

fire-fighting equipment in serviceable condition of a value 

of two thousand five hundred dollars {$2,SOU) or more, and 

unless throughout such year such volunteer fire company, or 

the fire district served thereby, shall have been rated in 

-2- <· f,} 
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class five (5}, six (6), seven (7), eight (8), nine (9) or 

ten (10) by the board of fire underwriters for the purpose 

of fire insurance premium rates; provided, further, that 

such years of active service shall be cumulative and need 

not be continuous, and that such service need not be 

acquired with one (1) single fire company, but may be a 

total of separate periods of active service with different 

fire companies organized under the laws of the state of 

Montana in different fire districts in unincorporated areas, 

towns or villages. From and after passage of this act, the 

annual period of service for the purpose of this act shall 

be the fiscal year; no fractional part of any year shall 

count toward the service requirement, and to receive credit 

for any particular year a volunteer fireman must serve with 

one {1) particular volunteer fire company throughout that 

entire fiscal year; 

{B) He must have attained the age of fifty-five (55) 

years (but he need not be an active volunteer fireman or an 

active member of any volunteer fire company at the time of 

reaching such age); 

(C) During each of the years for which he claims 

credit under subparagraph {A) above, he must have completed 

a minimum of thirty {30) hours of instruction in matters 

pertaining to fire fighting, under a program formulated and 

supervised by the chief of his volunteer fire company; 
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(D) He must have ceased to be an active member of any 

volunteer fire company organized under the laws of the state 

of ~ontana in an unincorporated area, town or village, and 

if he applies for and receives pension benefits hereunder, 

he shall not thereafter be eligible to become an active 

member of any such volunteer fire company; 

tET--He-m~e~-fte~-ee-ei~~~&ie--ie~--eeftef~~s--~ftae~--~ftY 

f~re---a~ar~e~---rei~ei---~esee~e~ieft--er~~fti~ed--iH--eHy 

±fteerp&r~~ee-eree~ 

tFTffi Provided, however, that any volunteer fireman 

who is an active member of a volunteer fire company 

organized under the laws of the state of Montana in an 

unincorporated area, town or village at the time of passage 

of this act shall receive credit against the said service 

requirement to the extent of one (1) year's credit for e?ch 

two (2) ;{ears' service completed or to be completed by him 

prior to July 1, 1965, as such active member of any such 

volunteer fire company or co~panies; for the purpose of this 

credit for prior service it shall not be necessary eith~r 

that the volunteer fire company or coMpanies with which such 

service has been rendered shall satisfy the requirements uf 

subparagraph (A) above, or that the ind.i vidual volunteer 

fireman shall curing such prior service have satisfied tiK 

requireMents of subparagraph (C) above; but in any event no 

n.cz:e than ten (10) years' credit shall be allowed any such 

-4-
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1 volunteer fireman by reason of such service prior to July 1, 

2 1965. For the purpose of establishing such prior service 

3 credit, the chief of each volunteer fire company shall on or 

4 before September 1, 1968, prepare and file with the public 

5 employees' retirement system of the state of Montana a 

6 certificate, subscribed and verified under oath, setting 

7 forth the names and residence addresses of each of the 

8 members of his volunteer fire company who shall have 

9 qualified for one (1) or more years' credit for prior 

10 service, and setting forth the number of years of credit to 

11 which each thereof shall be entitled.• 

-End-

-5- 5 f\ ! -~ 
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~BILL NO. il3 

INTRODUCED BY ~ 
~--~---------------------------

A ~ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, TO DELETE THE LANGUAGE THAT PROHIBITS 

A RETIRED VOLUNTEER FIREMAN FROM RECEIVING BENEFITS FROM A 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM OTHER THAN THE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION 

FUND.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•11-2023. Qualification for compensation. (1) In order 

to qualify for the compensation provided under subparagraphs 

one [1), two (2), three [3) and four (4) of section 11-2022, 

the fireman must be an enrolled active member of a fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village, at the time of such 

injury or sickness for which compensation hereunder is 

claimed. 

(2) In order to qualify for participation in the 

volunteer firemen's pension plan under subparagraph five (5) 

of section 11-2022, a volunteer fireman must meet each of 

the following requirements: 

[A) Years of service. (I) To qualify for full 
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participation he must have completed a total of at least 

twenty (20) years' service as an active volunteer fireman 

and as an active member of a qualified volunteer fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village. (II) If prevented 

from completing at least twenty (20) years' service by 

dissolution or discontinuance of his volunteer fire company, 

or by personal relocation due to transfer or loss of 

employment, or by personal disability, or by other factor 

beyond his reasonable control, then he may qualify for 

partial participation if he has completed at least ten (10) 

years' service; in that event, he shall be eligible for only 

a proportion of the penefits specified in subparagraph five 

(5) of section 11-2022, determined by multiplying such 

specified benefits by a fraction, the numerator of which 

shall be the number of years active service completed, and 

the dencm1inator of which shall be twenty (20), (III) 

Provided, that from and after July 1, 1965, no volunteer 

fireman shall receive credit for any year of membership in 

any such volunteer fire company unless throughout such year 

such volunteer fire company shall have maintained 

fire-fighting equipment in serviceable condition of a value 

of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,50~) or more, and 

unless throughout such year such volunteer fire company, or 

the fire district served thereby, shall have been rated in 

-2- tJtJ/:J3 
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class five (5), six (6), seven (7), eight (B), nine (9) or 

ten (10) by the board of fire underwriters for the purpose 

of fire insurance premium rates! provided, further, that 

such years of active service shall be cumulative and need 

not be continuous, and that such service need not be 

acquired with one (l) single fire company, but may be a 

total of separa~e periods of active service with different 

fire companies organized under the laws of the state of 

Montana in different fire dis~icts in unincorporated areas, 

towns or villages. From and after passage of this act, the 

annual period of service for the purpose of this act shall 

be the fiscal year1 no fractional part of any year shall 

count toward the service requirement, and to receive credit 

for any particular year a volunteer fireman must serve with 

one (1) particular volunteer fire company throughout that 

entire fiscal yearr 

(B) He must have attained the age of fifty-five (55) 

years {but he need not be an active volunteer fireman or an 

active member of any volunteer fire company at the time of 

reach~ng such age)r 

{C) During each of the years for which he claims 

credit under subparagraph (A) above, he must have completed 

a minimum of thirty {30) hours of instruction in matters 

pertaining to fire fighting, under a program formulated and 

supervised by the chief of his volunteer fire company; 
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(D) He must have ceased to be an active member of any 

volunteer fire company organizea unaer the laws of the state 

c f ~:ontana ir. an unincorporatec area, town or village, ant: 

if he applies for and receives pension benefits hereunder, 

he shall not thereafter be eligible to become ar. active 

;oomter of any such volunteer fire corr.pany; 

fF.t--ne-~tie~-fte~-be-ei~~~e~e--~er--eefte~~~~--tiftaer--~ft~ 

~~re---e~~~~ft~---re~~ef---ee~ee~a~~eft--er~afti~ee--ift--aft~ 

~fteer~ere~ee-eree~ 

fFt~ Provided, however, that any volunteer fireman 

who is an active member of a volunteer fire cor,.;:an~· 

organize<'! unuer the laws of the state of tiontana in <en 

unincoq:oorated area, town or villa<;e at the tit''e of r>assago= 

of this act shall receive credit against the said service 

requirement to the extent of one (l) year's credit for each 

two (2) years' service completed or to l:e completed Ly l:ir 

prior to July 1, 1965, as such active merber of e.ny such 

volunteer fire company or con.panies; :':or the: purpose of tt.is 

credit for prior service it shall not be necessary either 

that the vclunteer fire company or coml'anies with wbich such 

service has been rende1:eci shall s<:~tisfy the requirements c:: 

subparagrapt. (I'.) above, or th<> t the indivi6ual voluntear 

fireman shall curing such prior service have satisfied tl'.e 

:r:equireHents of subparagra;o:t. (C) abcve1 but in any event no 

!<Ore than ten {10) years' credit shall be allo\>•ed any such 

-4-
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1 volunteer fireman by reason of such service prior to July 1, 

2 1965. For the purpose of establishing such prior service 

3 credit, the chief of each volunteer fire company shall on or 

4 before September 1, 1968, prepare and file with the public 

5 employees' retirement system of the state of Montana a 

6 certificate, subscribed and verified under oath, setting 

7 forth the names and residence addresses of each of the 

8 members of his volunteer fire company who shall have 

9 qualified for one {1)" or more years' credit for prior 

10 service, and setting forth the number of years of credit to 

11 which each thereof shall be entitled.-

-End-

8/J/48 
-5-
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SENATE lliLL NO. 133 

INTOODUCED BY ROBERTt> 

A BILL FOR AI' ACT EHTITLED: "&~ ACT AMENDING SECTION 

ll-2023, R.C.~!. 19 47, TO DELETE THE LAL'<GUAGE THAT PROHIBITS 

A RETIRED VOLUNTEER FIREMAN FOOM RECEIVING BENEFITS FROM A 

RETIREI':ENT SYSTEE OTHER THNJ THE \OLUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION 

FUND. n 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~IONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2023, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

reao as follows: 

Kll-2023. Qualification for compensation. (1) In order 

to qualify for the compensation provided under subpa.raqraphs 

one (1), two (2), three (3) and four (4) of section 11-2022, 

the fireman must be an enrolled active member of a fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of M;lntana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village, at the time of such 

injury or sickness for which compensation here\l!lder is 

claimeo. 

( 2) In order to qualify for participation in the 

volunteer firemen's r:ension plan under subparagraph five (5) 

of section 11-2022, a volunteer fireman must meet each of 

the following requirements: 

(A) Years of service. (I) 'l'o qualify for full 
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participation he must have completed a total of at least 

twenty (20) years' service as an active volunteer fireman 

artd as an active meniler of~ a qualified volunteer fire 

company organized under the laws of the state of Montana in 

an unincorporated area, town or village. (II) If prevented 

from completing at least twenty (20) years' service by 

dissolution or discontinuance of his volunteer fire company, 

or by personal relocation due to transfer or loss of 

employment, or by r:ersonal disability, or by other factor 

beyond his reasonable control, then he may qualify for 

partial participation if he has completed at least ten (10) 

years' service; in that event, he shall be eligible for only 

a proportion of the benefits specified in subparagraph five 

(5) of section 11-20 22, determined by multiplying such 

specified bEnefits by a fraction, the numerator of which 

shall be the number of years active service completed, and 

the denauinator of which shall be twenty (20~. (III) 

Provideci, ~1at from anu after July 1, 1965, no volunteer 

fireman shall receive credit for any year of membership in 

any sucn volunteer fire company unless throughout such year 

such volunteer fire company shall have maintained 

fire-fighting equipment in serviceable conGition of a value 

of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or more, and 

unless throughout such year such volunteer fire company, or 

the fire district served thereby, shall have been rated in 

-2- SB 133 
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class five (5), six (6), seven (7), eight (8), nine (9) or 

ten (1~) oy the board of fire underwriters for the purpose 

of fire insurance preroiu~- rates; proviaed, further, that 

such years of active service shall be cumulative and need 

not be continuous, and that such service need not be 

acquired with one (1) single fire company, but may be a 

total of separate periods of active service with different 

fire =mpanies organized under the laws of the state of 

Montana in different fire districts ·in unincorporated areas, 

towns or villages. From and after passage of this act, the 

annual period of service for the purpose of this act shall 

be the fiscal year; no fractional part of any year shall 

count toward the service requirement, and to receive credit 

for any particular year a volunteer fireman must serve with 

one ( 1) particular volunteer fire company throughout that 

entire fiscal year; 

(B) He must have attaineo the age of fifty-five (55) 

years (but he nee<i not be an active volunteer fireman or an 

active member of any volunteer fire company at the time of 

reaching such age); 

(C) During each of the years for which he claims 

credit unaer subparagraph (A) above, he must have completed 

a minimurc, of thirty (30) hours of instruction in matters 

rert aining to fire fighting, under a program formulated and 

superviseu by the chief of his volunteer fire company; 

-3- SB 133 
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(D} He must have cease<i to be an active mentler of any 

volunteer fire company organized under the laws of the state 

of ~ontana in an unincorporated area, town or village, ann 

if he applies for anrl receives pension benefits hereunder, 

nc shall not tnereafter be eligible to become an active 

rren<ber of any such volunteer fire company; 

iHt--H~mH~-~e~-~e-ei~~~~%e--~~--beftef~~5--~~ee~--ftftY 

~~~---eepa~~eft~---~ei~ef---e~5~e~~eft--~~efti~ee--~ft--e~y 

~ft~~ee-e~eay 

f~till Provided, however, that any volunteer fireman 

who is an active menber of a volunteer fire company 

organized under the laws of the state of M:mtana in an 

unincorporated area, town or village at the time of passage 

of this act shall receive credit against the said service 

requirement to the extent of one (1) year's credit for each 

two (2) years' service completed or to be coropletec by him 

prior to July 1, 19 65, as such active t.tember of any such 

volunteer fire co!'lpany or companies; for the purpose of this 

credit for prior service it shall not be necessary either 

blat tile voluP.tcer fire cor.>pany or com1-anies witb which sucn 

service h<os been rendered shall satisfy tne requirements of 

sui.J10aragrapn (A) above, or that the inci. vidual volunt ce r 

firen~n snall QUring such prior service have satisfieu the 

reGuir~aents of subparagraph (C) above; but in any event no 

n1ore than ten ( 10) years' credit shall be all CMed any such 
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1 volunteer fireman by reason of such service prior to July 1, 

2 1965. For the purpose of establishing such prior service 

3 credit, the chief of each volunteer fire canpany shall on or 

4 before September 1, 1968, prepare and file with the public 

5 en.ployees' retirement system of the state of l'bntana a 

6 certificate, subscribed and verifieCi under oath, setting 

7 forth the na100s and residence addresses of each of the 

8 members of his volunteer fire company who shall have 

9 qualified for one (1) or more years' credit for prior 

10 service, and setting forth the nunber of years of credit to 

11 which each thereof shall be entitled. • 

-End-
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