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~ BILL NO. _jfi_ 

T~J~ INTRODUCED BY r ~~v-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: RAN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT AN 

INQUEST BE HELD IN SITUATIONS WHERE A DEATH OCCURS IN A 

JAIL OR PENAL INSTITUTION, OR WHERE DEATH RESULTS FROM THE 

USE OF A FIREARM~ AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 95-803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

11 read as follows: 

12 ft95-803. Coroner to hold inquest--when. An inquest is 

13 a formal inquiry into the causes of and circumstances 

14 surrounding the death of any person. The coroner shall hold 

15 an inquest only if requested to do so by the county attorney 

16 of the county in which death occurred or by the county 

17 attorney of the county in which the acts or events causing 

18 death occurred. However, in a situation in whicL1 a death 

19 occurs in a jail or penal institution operated by the state 

20 of Montana or its political subdivisions, or in a situation 

21 in which death results from the use of a firearm, except 

22 where criminal charges have been or will be filed, the 

23 county attorney shall direct tne coroner to hold an inquest. 

24 The coroner shall conduct the inquest with the aid and 

25 assistance of L~e county attorney. For holding such inquest, 
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the coroner must summon a jury of not more than nine {9) 

persons, qualified by law to serve as jurors. Such inquest 

·is to ·be ·held in accordance-with sections 95-804 through 

95-809 of this chapter.• 

Section 2. This act is effective upon passage and 

approval. 

-End-
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•Approved by CoDDilit.tee 
on Judiciary 

SEtiATE BILL NO. 103 

INTRODUCED BY REGAN, BLAYLOCK 

(BY REQUEST OF GOVERNOR) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN ACT '1'0 REQUIRE THAT AN 

INQUEST BE fiELD IN SITUATIONS WHERE A DEATH OCCURS IN A 

JAIL OR PENAL INSTITUTION, OR WHERE DEATH RESULTS FROH THE 

USE OF A FIREARMr BY A PEACE OFFICER ANB-PReV~%H6-AN 

BPPBe~%YB-BA~B.w 
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attorney shall direct the coroner to hold an inquest. Tne 

coroner shall conduct the inquest with the aid and 

assistance of the county attorney. For holding such inquest, 

the coroner must summon a jury of not more than nine (9) 

persons, qualified by law to serve as jurors. Such inquest 

is to be held in accordance with sections 95-804 through 

95-809 of this chapter.• 

Section 2. This act is effective upon passage and 

approval. 

10 -End-

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF llONTANA: 

12 Section l. Section 95-803, R.C.H. 194 7, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •95-803. Coroner to hold inquest -- when. An inquest 

15 is a formal inquiry into the causes of and circumstances 

16 surrounding the death of any person. The coroner shall hold 

17 an inquest only if requested to do so by the county attorney 

18 of the county in which death occurred or by the county 

19 attorney of the county in which the acts or events causing 

20 death occurred. However, ~ft-a-a~~~a~~ft-ift-wh~eh-a WHEN THE 

21 death OF ANY PERSON occurs in a jail or penal institution, 

22 epe~a~ee---ex---~he---e~a~e--ei--Meft~afta--e~--~~a--pe~t~~a~ 

23 s~~·~ateftez-e~-~ft-a-a~~~a~~eft tft-WA~h--eea~h--~e~~~a OR 

24 from the use of a firearm BY A PEACE OFFICER, except where 

25 criminal charges have been or will be filed, the county 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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SENATE BILL NO. 103 

INTRODUCED BY REGAN, BLAYLOCK 

(BY REQUEST OF GOVERNOR) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT AN 

INQUEST BE HELD IN SITUATIONS WHERE A DEATH OCCURS IN A 

JAIL OR PENAL INSTITUTION, OR WHERE DEATH RESULTS FROM THE 

USE OF A FIREARM BY A PEACE OFFICER?-AHB-PR9V%B%NS-BPP~%YB 

BA~B." 
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attorney shall direct the coroner to hold an inquest. The 

coroner shall conduct the inquest with the aid and 

assistance of the county attorney. For holding such inquest, 

the coroner must SUIIIIIOn a jury of not more than nine (9) 

persons, qualified by law to serve as jurors. Such inquest 

is to be held in accordance with sections 95-804 through 

95-809 of this chapter.• 

See~iee-i~--¥hie-aee--is--eff~ye--~eft--passa~e--ana 

appre¥ai .. 

10 -End-

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 95-803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •95-803. Coroner to hold inquest --when. An inquest 

15 is a formal inquiry into the causes of and circumstances 

16 surrounding the death of any person. The coroner shall hold 

17 an inquest only if requested to do so by the county attorney 

18 of the county in which death occurred or by the county 

19 attorney of the county in which the acts or events causing 

20 death occurred. However, ift-a-si~~a~ieft-ift-wftieft-a WHEN THE 

21 death OF ANY PERSON occurs in a jail or penal institution, 

22 epera~ea--er--~~e--s~a~e--ef--Meft~afta---er---i~s---pe~i~iea~ 

23 e~eai¥isieftsz--er--ift--a-si~~a~ieft ift-w~ie~-eea~ft-res~~~s ~ 

24 from the use of a firearm 3Y A PEACE OFFICER, except where 

25 criminal charges have been or will be filed, the county 
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SENATE BILL NO. 103 

INTRODUCED BY REGAN, BLAYLOCK 

(BY REQUEST OF GOVERNOR) 

A !JILL FOR AN ACT ENTITL.CD: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT AN 

I:iQUEST BE HELD IN SITVATIONS l'lHERE A DEATH OCCURS IN A 

JAIL OR PENAL HlSTITUTION 1 OR WHERE DEATH RESULTS FROM THE 

USE OF A FIREAru1 BY A PEACE OFFICER~-AH8-PR9Y£~N6-BPPB€~£VB 

BA'i'E." 
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attorney shall direct the coroner to hold an inquest. The 

coroner shall conduct the inquest with the aid and 

assistance of the county attorney. For holding such inquest, 

the coroner must summon a jury of not more than nine (9} 

persons, qualified by law to serve as jurors. Such inquest 

is to be held in accordance with sections 95-904 through 

95-809 of this chapter.• 

See~*eft-~T--~ft*s-ee~--ie--er~eee*¥e--~peft--~esse~e--efts 

ep~e¥e~T 

10 -End-

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 95-803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 "95-d03. Coroner to hold inquest -- when. An inquest 

15 is a fonaal inquiry into the causes of and circumstances 

16 surrounding the death of any person. The coroner shall hold 

17 an inquest only if requested to do so by the county attorney 

18 of the county in which Jeath occurred or toy the county 

lJ attorney of the county in ~·1hich the acts or events causing 

20 death occurreJ. l!o\vever, ift-a-sii!~te:i!ieft-ift-wl'lieh-e l·ffiEH THE 

21 death OF ANY PERSON occurs in a jail or penal institution, 

22 e~ePei!eH--bx--ehe--seeee--er--Hefti!afte---er---ii!s---reiieieei 

23 e~tb~i¥ieiefts7--er--ift--!l:-sii!~teeieft ift-wl'lieh-seeeh-Pes~ii!s ~ 

24 fro"' the use of a firearm BY i\ PEACE OFFICER, except where 

2S <'ri;.linal charges have been or will be filecl, the county 

-2- SB 103 
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