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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

ELECTION OF TRUSTEES OF ALL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING 

A COUNTY diGH SCHOOL, PROVIDING THAT NO MORE THAN TNO OF THE 

TRUSTEE POSITIO!>IS ELECTED FROH THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS LOCATED OR iW NORE THAN O<IE OF THE 

TRUSTEE POSITIONS ELECTED FROM THE DISTRICT OR DISTRIC'I'S Iii 

WHICH THE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT LOCATED SHALL BE SUBJECT 

TO ELECTION AT THE SAME TIME, PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT 

OF TRUSTEES TO FILL VACANT TRUSTEE POSITIONS, PROVIDING FOR 

THE COMPOSITION, ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS OF BOARDS OF 

TRUSTE:t:S OF HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING COUNTY HIGH 

SCHOOLS AND REMOVING THE COUNTY SUPERINDENT AS SECRETARY TO 

A JOINT l:IOARD OF TRUSTEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-5906, 

75-59Q_7, 75-5918, 75-5924, 75-5927, 75-5928, R.C.M. 1947; 

AND REPEALING SECTIONS 75-5920, 75-5921, 75-5922, 75-5923, 

AND 75-5925, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAl.'IA: 

Section l. Section 75-5906, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5906. Election and term of office. Every trustee 

position prescribed by this Title,--e~-~fte--~~~~ee 
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pe~~fts--e£-a-fti~ft-~hee%-d~s~rie~-epere~~ft~a-e~~~ 

sehee%7 shall be subject to election and the term of office 

for each position shall be three (3) years unless it is 

otherwise specifically prescribed by this Title.• 

Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5907. Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislature 

that the terms of a majority of the trustee positions of any 

district with elected trustees shall not regularly expire 

and be subject to election on the same regular school 

election day. Therefore, in elementary districts, there 

shall not be more than three (3} trustee positions in first 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in second class 

districts, or one (l) trustee position in third class 

districts regularly subject to election at the same time. In 

high school districts there shall not be more tluun two (2) 

additional trustee positions in first or second class 

districts, or more than one (l) in third class districts 

regularly sui:>ject to election at the same time. In i>igh 

school districts operating a county nign school, there shall 

not be more than two (2} trustee K?Sitions to be filled oy 

members residing in the elementary district where the county 

high school building is located or more than one (l) trustee 

position to be filled by members residing outside of the 
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elementart district where ~•e county high school building is 

located subject to election at the same time. 

\ihile it is the intention of the legislature that the 

terms of a majority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and 

time, it is recognized 

De subject to election at the same 

that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positions or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee positions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(l) the creation of a new elementary district under the 

provisions of section 75-6518; 

(2) the consolidation of two (2) 

districts to form an elementary 

provisions of section 75-6506; 

(3) the establishment of additional 

of more 

district 

trustee 

elementary 

under the 

positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

(4) the change of a district's classification under the 

provisions of section 75-6503; 

(5) the filling of a trustee position whic;l nas become 

vacant under the provisions of section 75-5917 or any other 

provision of law; or 

{G) any other circumstance arising under the law 
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wherein a trustee position is filled by appointment subject 

to election at the next regular school election.• 

Section 3. Section 75-5918, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

• 75-5918. 

qualification 

Filling vacated trustee position, appointee 

and term of office. Whenever a trustee 

position becomes vacant ift-a-~PS~-e~-~eeefte-eia~~i~~e~ 

in any district except a third class district, the 

remaining merobers of the trustees shall declare such 

position vacant and they shall appoint, in writing, a 

competent person as a successor. The trustees shall notify 

the appointee and the county superintendent of such 

appointment. 

Whenever a trustee position becomes vacant in a third 

class district, the remaining members of the trustees shall 

declare such position vacant and notify the county 

superintendent of the vacancy. The county superintendent 

shall appoint, in writing, a competent person as a successor 

and notify such person of his appointment. 

Any person who has been appointed to a trustee position 

shall qualify by completing and filing an oath of office 

with the county superintendent in not less than fifteen (15) 

days after receiving notice of his appointment. Failure to 

file the oath of office shall constitute a continuation of 

the trustee position vacancy whic•• shall be filled under the 
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provisions of this section. 

Any person assuming a trustee position under the 

provisions of this section shall serve until the next 

regular school election and nis successor l1as qualified. • 

Section 4. Section 75-5924, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5924. Membership of elected trustees of high 

school district operating county high school and nomination 

of candidates. Wftefte.er-~he-eiee~ien-e~~e The trustees of 

a high school district operating a county high school ft«~ 

heeft--appre¥ea--ey--~he--~ee~~e~~--~he--~~~~eee shall be 

composed of the following: 

(1) four (4) trustee positions filled by members 

residing in the elementary district wnere the county high 

school building is located; and 

(2) three (3) trustee positions filled by members one 

of whom resides in eacl1 of the three (3) trustee nominating 

districts in U1e territory of ti1e hig~1 school district 

outside of the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located. The county superintendent ~ 

&eard-er-ee~~~-~ssieft~~ shall establish ti1e nominating 

districts and, unless it is impossible, such districts shall 

have coterminous boundaries with elementary district 

boundaries. 

The provisions of section 75-5913 shall govern b1e 
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nomination of candidates for the trustee election prescribed 

in this section.• 

Section 5. Section 75-5927, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5927. Organization and officers. The trustees of 

each district shall annually organize as a governing board 

of the district after the regular election day and after the 

issuance of tne election certificates to the newly elected 

trustees but not later than the third Saturday of Apri17~ 

~--i:M~~-ti!le-~--o.£---~tiie~~ 

e~~--rfi!HI:He--at~-~l\e ~~We!!'ft'i~--~a-~he rue~ 

reJ~IIIeHi~--o.f--<J!HI:~ In order to organize, the 

trustees of the district shall be given notice of the time 

and place where the organization meeting will be held and, 

at such meeting, they shall choose one of their number as 

the chairman. In addition, except for the trustees of a high 

school district operating a county i1igh school, the trustees 

shall employ and appoint a competent person, who is not a 

member of the trustees, as the clerk of the district. The 

trustees of a high school district operating a county high 

school shall appoint a secretary, who shall be a member of 

tile board. 

The chairman of the trustees of any district shall 

serve until the next 
organi:::ion se~ an'ah') 

preside 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0760 

at all the meetings of tb.e trustees in accordance with the 

customary rules of order. He shall perform the duties 

prescribed by this Title and any other duties that normally 

pertain to such officer.• 

Section 6. Section 75-5928, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5928. Joint board of trustees organization and 

voting membership. Whenever the trustees of a high school 

district operating a county high school and the trustees of 

the elementary district where the county high school 

building is located deem it to be within ~~e best interests 

of the two districts, they may form a joint board of 

trustees for the purpose of co-ordinating the educational 

program of both districts. When a joint board of trustees is 

formed, all of the members of both districts' trustees shall 

be members of the joint board of trustees, and each member 

shall have the right to participate in the meetings but 

voting on matters considered by the joint board shall be 

limited by the provisions of this seotion. 

At the first meeting of the joint board of trustees, 

there shall be a chairman of the joint board of trustees 

selected from among the membership. :'Ei-~--ey 

~~eMelle oie-a 111elllher M-~h#fl\ 5ehee1:-~~eeeT-i!e 

~1:--}!,e---t+te--eee~-r-~wi:se-, !! t1 secretary of the 

joint board shall be selected from the membership. The 
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chairman, when selected as a voting member, shall not be 

disqualified from voting because of his position of chairman 

of the board. The secretary shall not be a voting member 

except tnat he shall cast the deciding vote when three (3) 

successive ballots have resulted in a tie vote of the joint 

board of trustees. 

The voting membership of the joint board of trustees 

shall be equalized between the trustee membership of the two 

participating districts. After the selection of the chairman 

and the secretary, if necessary, the voting membershi? shall 

be: 

(l) all of the membership of the elementary district 

trustees unless one of its members is selected as secretary, 

in which case such member shall not be a voting member; and 

(2) the members of the high school district trustees 

who are selected by such trustees as voting members of the 

joint board in a number equal to the number of voting 

members of the elementary district trustees as established 

under subsection (1) above. The names of the voting 

membership selected by the high school trustees shall be 

submitted in writing to the secretary of the board and shall 

be the only members of such district's trustees eligible to 

vote on joint board matters unless such list is revised in 

writing by the high school trustees. 

Each voting member shall be entitled to cast one vote, 
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l individually, upon every matter submitted to the joint board 

2 

3 

4 

for a vote. • 

Section 7. Sections 75-5920, 75-5921, 

75-5923, and 75-5925, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

;:;/.. .t;: BILL NO. ,, 

INTRODjJCED BY ]»,.,, J./.,~ .("r4 ¥4-t..&..J,.,t~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

ELECTION OF TRUSTEES OF ALL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING 

A COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, PROVIDING THAT NO MORE THAN TWO OF THE 

TRUSTEE POSITIONS ELECTED FROM THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS LOCATED OR iiO MORE THAN ONE OF 'l'HE 

TRUSTEE POSITIONS ELECTED FROM THE DISTRICT OR DISTRICTS IN 

WHICH THE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT LOCATED SHALL BE SUBJECT 

TO ELECTIOiil AT THE SAME TIMB, PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT 

OF TRUSTEES TO FILr. VACA."fT TRUSTEE POSITIONS, PRO'IIDING FOR 

THE COMPOSITION, ORGAHIIATION AND OFFICERS OF BOARDS OF 

TRUSTEES OF HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING COUNTY EIIGH 

SCliOOLS AND REMOVING THE COUNTY SUPERINDENT AS SECRETARY TO 

A JOINT BOARD OF TRUSTEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-5906, 

75-5907, 75-5918, 75-5924, 75-5927, 75-5928, R.C.M. 1947; 

AND REPEALING SECTIONS 75-5920, 75-5921, 75-5922, 75-5923, 

AND 75-5925, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BB 1'1' BNACTED BY THE I.EGISI.ATURE OF 'l'H.E STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 75-5906, R.C.M. 1947,· is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5906. Election and texm of office. Every trustee 

position prescribed by this Title.,-e~~~ 
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perifteae-M-a-M!ft -ned~~~aH!'l<J-a~-~ 

s~ shall_l?e subject to election and the term of office 

for each position shall be three (3) years unless it is 

otherwise specifically prescribed by thia Title.N 

Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947, is aa.Dded to 

read as follows: 

•75-5907. Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislature 

that the terms of a aajority of the trustee poaitions of any 

district with elected trustees shall not regularly expire 

and be subject to election on the same reg1ll.ar school 

election day. Therefore, in el-.nta.ry districts. there 

shall not be more than three (31 trustee positions in first 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in second class 

districts, or one (1) trustee position in third class 

districts regularly subject to election at the same time. In 

high school districts there shall not be more than two {21 

additional trustee positions in first or second class 

districts, or more than one (1} in third class districts 

regularly subject to election at the same time. In high 

school districts operating a county high school, there shall 

not be more than two (21 trustee positions to be fi.lled by 

members residing in the elementary district wfLere the county 

high school building is located or more than one (1) trustee 

position to be filled by members residing outside of the 

-2-
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elementw disttict wyre ti.>e county high school building is 

loc&t!i !I:IPj!!ct to el.ectio.n at the same time. 

Whil-e it is the intention of the legislature that the 

terM of a majority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and be subject to election at tne same 

time, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positiona or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee positions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(l) the creation of a new elementart district under tne 

provisions of section 75-6518; 

[2) the consolidation of two (2) 

districts to form an elementary 

provisions of section 75-6506; 

of more elementary 

district under the 

[3) tne establishment of additional trustee ~ositions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

[4) the change of a district's classification under the 

provisions of section 75-6503; 

(5) the filling of a trustee position which has become 

vac~t under the provisions of section 75-5917 or any other 

provision of law; or 

[ 6) any other circumstance arising under the law 
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wherein a trustee position is filled by appointment subject 

to election at the next regular school election. • 

Section 3. Section 75-5918, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

• 75-5918. Filling vacated trustee position, appointee 

qualification and term of office. Whenever a trustee 

position becomes vacant H-a-<!UH-er-eeeeftd-~~-aH~ 

in any district except a third class district, the 

remaining members of tile trustees shall declare such 

poaition vacant and they shall appoint, in writing, a 

competent person as a successor. The trustees shall 

the appointee and the county superintendent 

appointment. 

notify 

of such 

Whenever a trustee position becomes vacant in a third 

class district, the remaining members of the trustees shall 

declare such position vacant and notify the county -superintendent of the vacancy. Til.e county superintendent 

shall appoint, in writing, a competent person as a successor 

and notify such person of his appointment. 

Any person who has been appointed to a trustee position 

shall qualify by completing and filing an oath of office 

with the county snperintendent in not less than fifteen (15) 

days after receiving notice of his appointment. Failure to 

file tne oat;o of office shall constitute a continuation of 

the trustee position vacancy whicn shall be filled under the 

-4-
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provisions of this section. 

Any ~on assuming a trustee position under the 

provisions of this section shall serve until the next 

regular school election and his successor has qualified. • 

Se~tion 4. Section 75-5924, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5924. Membership of elected trustees of high 

school district operating county high school and nomination 

of candidates. Wl'let~e- ~l'le-ei:eeUeft-ef-~ ~ trustees of 

a high school district operating a county high school l'lae 

beeft--appreorelli-~-1Be-~ee~re-ter---tl'le--ul!'!l'l:-~ shall be 

composed of the following: 

ll.l four (4) trustee positions fill.ed by members 

residing in the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located~ and 

{2) ~~ee (3} trustee positions filled by members one 

of wham resides in each of the three (3) trustee nominating 

districts in the territory of the high school district 

outside of the elementary district where the county high 

scbool building is located. '1'he county superintendent -a 

l!laHii e:l! __ _, ea..taei--. shall establish the nominating 

districts and, unless it is impossible, such districts shall 

have coterminous boundaries with elementary district 

boundaries. 

The provisions of section 75-5913 shall govern tue 
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nomination of candiC.atas for the trustee election prescribed 

in this section." 

Section 5. Saction 75-5927, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5927. Organization and officers. '!be trustees of 

each district shall. a:;r:.ually organize as a governing board 

of the district after ~~e regular election day and after the 

issuance of tile election certificates to the newly elected 

trustees but not la::.=r ::~ the third Saturday of April.7.!.. 

esceep~ -t:m-e--!i:£--~"'-~--.:~':!.s~ee--e£--M!'ft eel'leoi-e.H~ 

&I'OI!'Il'll!te• a eo\tftey-~~~-~e~~-~Mtii 

aBBaa1~ o~~an~e--dS--efte 'J~It~ --~~ !ttl. t=M itrll~ 

~-~~~ :rn order to orqanize, the 

trustees of the dis::rict shal.l be given notice of the time 

and place where tlle ::.rgar~ization meeting will be held and, 

at such meeting, -:::ey 3hall choose one of their nlllllber as 

the chairman. :rn adciitJ..on, except for the trustees of a high 

school. district opera~~ng a county high school, the trustees 

shall employ and a,PJ:?OL"lt a competent person, who is not a 

member of the trustees, as the clerk of the district. The 

trustees of a high school district operating a county high 

school shall appoin.: " sacretary, who shall. be a lllember of 

the board. 

The chairman of t:"le trustees of any district shall 

se~ve until the next crganization meeting and shall preside 

-6-
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at all tbe aeet.i:Dqa of the trustees in accordance witll the 

cuaeo-ry rules of order. He shall perform the duties 

prescribed by this Title and any other duties that no~lly 

pertain to such officer.• 

Section 6. Section 75-5928, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5928. Joint board of trustees organization and 

voting membership. Whenever the trustees of a l:Ligh school 

district operating a county high school and the trustees of 

the ele.entary district where the county high school 

building is located deem it to be within the best interests 

of the two districts, they may fonn a joint board of 

trustees for the purpose of co-ordinating the educa~ional 

program of both districts. When a joint board of trustees is 

fonued, all of the members of both districts' trustees shall 

be m.E!IIIbers of the joint board of trustees, and each member 

shall have the right to participate in the meetings but 

voting on matters considered by the joint board shall be 

limited by the provisions of this section. 

At the first m.eeting of the joint board of trustees, 

there shall be a chairman of the joint board of trustees 

selected from among the membership. ~-tile ee1m~ 

!11lper"ift~~a •eflher ef ot~M!Jtl aellee~~-­

~i--&e--ot+te-eee~eeary-r- e-uterwiee, !! e. secretary of the 

joint board shall be selected from the membership. The 
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chairman, when sel.ected as a voting member, shall not be 

disqualified from voting because of his position of chairman 

of the board. The secretary shall not be a voting member 

except that he shall cast the deciding vote when three {3) 

successive ballots have resulted in a tie vote of the joint 

board of trustees. 

The voting membership of the joint board of trustees 

shall be equalized between the trustee membership of the two 

participating districts. After the selection of the chairman 

aDd the secretary, if necessary, the voting membershi? shall 

be: 

{1) all of the membership of the elementary district 

trustees unless one of its members is selected as secretary, 

in which case such member shall not be a voting member; and 

(2) the members of the high school district trustees 

who are selected by such trustees as vot~g members of the 

joint board in a number equal to the number of voting 

members of the elementary district trustees as established 

under subsection (1) above. The names of the voting 

membership selected by the high sc~ool trustees shall be 

submitted in writing to the secretary of the board and shall 

be the only members of sucn district's trustees eligible to 

vote on joint board matters unless such list is revised in 

writing by the high school trustees. 

Each voting member shall be entitled to cast one vote, 

-B-
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1 individually, upon every matter submitted to the joint board 

2 for a vote.• 

3 

4 

Section 7. Sections 75-5920, 75-5921, 

75-5923, and 75-5925, R.C.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-

-9-
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INTRODUCED BY 
c:/. .t::. BnL NO. , {1\..r-''4 "'itif .... ,..) Jl1.,,,,.~ /~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ·A~-1 ACT PROVIDING FOR 'THE 

ELECTION OF TRUSTEES OF ALL HIGH SCHOOL DISTP~CTS OPERATING 

A COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, PROVIDING TrtAT NO MOP.E THAN TWO OF THE 

TRUSTEE POSITIONS ELECTED FROI'l THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS LOCATED OR dO ~!ORE THAN ONE OF THE 

TRUSTEE POSITIONS E~CTEu FROM THE DISTRICT OR DISTRICTS IN . 
WHICrt THE COU~TY HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT LOCATED SHALL BE SUBJECT 

TO :t::LECTIO.i AT THE SA...V.E TIME, PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT 

OF TRUSTEES TO FILL VACANT TRUSTEE POSITIONS, PROVIDING FOR 

THE COMPOSITION, ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS OF BOARDS OF 

TRUSTE£5 OF HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING COUNTY EliGH 

SCHOOLS A.'<D REMOVING THE COUNTY SUPERINDENT AS SECRETARY TO 

A JOINT .SOARD OF TRUSTEES; AloiENDWG SECTIONS 7 5-5906, 

75-5907, 75-5918, 75-5924, 75-5927,75-5928, R.C.!1. 1947: 

N'D REPEALING SECTIONS 75-5920, 75-5921, 75-5922, 75-5923, 

AND 75-5925, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED 9Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONT&~A: 

Section 1. Section 75-5906, R.C.M. 1947, is amen~ed to 

read as follows: 

•75-5906. Election and term of office. Every trustee 

position prescribed by this Title;--eKe~-~~e--~~~~e 
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pe~~e~ft~-~-a-fti~~-sehe&i~~~e~eper«~ft,-a~y-fti~ 

sehee~7 shall be subject to election and the term of office 

for each position shall be three (3) years unless it is 

otherwise specifically prescribed by this Title.• 

Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5907. Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislature 

that the terms of a majority of tne trustee positions of any 

district with elected trustees shall not regularly expire 

and be subject to election on the same regular school 

election day. Therefore, in elementary districts, b1ere 

shall not be more than three (3) trustee positions in first 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in second class 

districts, or one (1) trustee position in third class 

districts regularly subject to election at the same time. In 

high school districts there shall not be more than two (2) 

additional trustee positions in first or second class 

districts, or more than one (1) in third class districts 

regularly subject to election at the same time. In nigh 

school districts operating a county high school, there shall 

not oe more than two (2) trustee positions to be filled by 

members residing in the elementary district where the county 

high school building is located or more than one (1) trustee 

position to be filled by members residing outside of the 

-2- S l~ .~ --; 
-·-' 0' 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 ' 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 076C 

elementary district where the county higu school building is 

located subject to election at the Swue time. 

1'/"hile it is the intem:ion of the legislature that the 

terms of a majority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and oe subject to election at the same 

tL~e, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positions or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee ;>osi tions are subJect to 

election at the sw~e time: 

(1) the creation of a new elementary district under the 

provisions of section 75-6518; 

(2) the consolidation of two (2) 

districts to form an elementary 

provisions of section 75-6506; 

of more 

district 

elementar.{ 

under the 

(3) the establishment of additional trustee ~ositions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

(4) the change of a district's classification under ~~e 

provisions of section 75-6503; 

(5) the filling of a trustee position which has become 

vacant under the provisions of section 75-5917 or any other 

provision of law; or 

{G) any other circumstance arising under the law 
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wherein a trustee position is filled by appointment subject 

to election at the next regular school election." 

Section 3. Section 75-5918, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follO\vs: 

"75-5918. Filling vacated trustee position, appointee 

qualification and term of office. Whenever a trustee 

,:>osition becomes vacant :i::!'l-a-f.irs~-er-eeel'l1!i-eias~~s~rie-e-, 

in any 'district except a third class district, the 

r~~aining members of the trustees shall declare such 

position vacant and t!ley shall appoint, in writing, a 

co~etent person as a successor. T,,e trustees shall notify 

the appointee and the county superintendent of such 

appointment. 

1'/henever a trustee position becomes vacant in a third 

class district, the remaining members of the trustees shall 

declare such position vacant and notify the county 

superintendent of the vacancy. The county superintendent 

shall appoint, in writing, a competent person as a successor 

~nd notify such person of his appointment. 

Any person who has been appointed to a trustee position 

shall qualify by completing and filing an oath of office 

with the county superintendent in not less than fifteen (15) 

days after receiving notice of his appointment. Failure to 

file the oath of office shall constitute a continuation of 

the trustee position vacancy whic>• shall be filled under the 
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provisions of this section. 

Any person assuming a trustee position under the 

provisions of this section shall serve until the next 

regular school election and ;lis successor has qualified. • 

section 4. Section 75-5924, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5924. Membership of elected trustees of high 

school district operating county high school and nomination 

of candidates. 'liiietle.er-~l\e-e:J:eeueft-ei-~e The trustees of 

a high school district operating a county high school aae 

~een--appre¥ei--~--~fte--e~ee~~ll~eT--~fte--~~~eee shall ~e 

composed of the following: 

{l) four (4) trustee positions filled by members 

residing in the elementary district where the county high 

school building is locateu; and 

(2) three (3) trustee positions filled by members one 

of whom resides in each of the three (3) trustee nominating 

districts in the territory of the high school district 

outside of the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located. The county superintendent -e. 

~a-e£-~-eeta~eM&ftere shall establish the nominating 

districts and, unless it is impossible, such districts shall 

have coterminous boundaries with elementary district 

boundaries. 

The provisions of section 75-5913 shall govern the 
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nomination of candidates for the trustee election prescribed 

in this section.• 

Section 5. Section 75-5927, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5927. Organization and officers. The trustees of 

each district shall annually organize as a governing board 

of the district after the regular election day and after the 

issuance of the election certificates to the newly elected 

trustees but not later than the third Saturday. of April,.!.. 

e~--dm~-~£--Ue--u~e-~-~-tiuu~M. 

eper~-ee~r ~ft, s~~-~eM.elli-~--eftM.% 

a-~ -&li!'!Ml~ as- ~~ewer~-eee:re ae ~-itrft 

l"e!J~--e£--Jtlft~T In order to organize, the 

trustees of the district shall be given notice of the time 

and place where the organization meeting will be held and, 

at such meeting, they shall choose one of their number as 

the chairman. In addition, except for the trustees of a high 

school district operating a county high school, the trustees 

shall employ and appoint a competent person, who is not a 

member of the trustees, as the clerk of the district. The 

trustees of a high school district operating a county nigh 

school shall appoint a secretary, who shall be a member of 

the board. 

The chairman of the trustees of any district shall 

serve until the ~ext organization meeting and shall preside 
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at all the meetings of tne trustees in accordance with the 

customary rules of order. He shall perform the duties 

prescribed by this Title and any other duties that normally 

pertain to such officer." 

Section 6. Section 75-5928, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5928. Joint board of trustees organization and 

voting membership. Whenever the trustees of a high school 

district operating a county high school and the trustees of 

the elementary district where the county high school 

building is located deem it to be within the best interests 

of the two districts, they may form a joint board of 

trustees for the purpose of co-ordinating the educational 

program of both districts. When a joint board of trustees is 

formed, all of the members of both districts' trustees shall 

be members of the joint board of trustees, and each member 

shall have the right to participate in the meetings but 

voting on matters considered by the joint board shall be 

limited by the provisions of this section. 

At the first meeting of the joint board of trustees, 

there shall be a chairman of the joint board of trustees 
\ 

selected from among the membership. ~-~~ 

e~fteeMeM.-ifl-a-lft~-e.£-~!\e-~tteMel-Ut!~~T~ 

~1--be-~fte--eeeree~~--~wi~e; A ~ secretary of the 

joint board shall be selected from the membership. The 
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chairman, when selected as a voting member, shall not .De 

disqualified from voting because of his position of chairman 

of the .Doard. The secretary shall not be a voting member 

except that he shall cast the deciding vote when three {3} 

successive ballots have resulted in a tie vote of the joint 

board of trustees. 

The voting membership of the joint board of trustees 

shall be equalized between the trustee membership of the two 

participating districts. After the selection of t~•e chairman 

and the secretary, if necessary, the voting membershi,;> shall 

be: 

(1) all of the membership of the elementary district 

trustees unless one of its members is selected as secretary, 

in which case such member shall not be a voting member; and 

(2} the members of the high school district trustees 

who are selected by such trustees as voting members of the 

joint board in a number equal to the number of voting 

members of the elementary district trustees as established 

under subsection (l) above. The names of the voting 

membership selected by the high sc~ool trustees shall be 

submitted in writing to the secretary of t...'le board and shall 

be the only members of such district's trustees eligible to 

vote on joint board matters unless such list is revised in 

writing by the high school trustees. 

Each voting member shall be entitled to cast one vote, 
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1 ind'..vidually, upon every matter submitted to the joint ooard 

2 for a vote." 

3 Section 7. Sections 75-5920, 7:>-5921, 75-5922' 

4 75-5923, and 75-5925, R.C.A. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 89 

INTOODUCED BY MURPHY 1 HAZELBAKER 

(REQUESTED BY DEPARI'MENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

ELECTION OF TRl'STEES OF ALL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING 

A COULITY HIGH SCHOOL, PROVIDING THAT NO MJRE THAN TWO OF THE 

TRUSTEE POSITIONS ELECTED FIDM THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS LOCATED OR NO !".ORE THAL'l" ONE OF THE 

TF!JSTEE POSITIONS ELECTED FROM THE DISTRICT OR DISTRICTS IN 

WHICH THE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT LOCATED SHALL BE SUBJECT 

TO ELECTION AT THE SAME TH~ 1 PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINrMENT 

OF TRUSTEES TO FILL VACANT TRUSTEE POSITIONS, PRJVIDING FOR 

THE CO~~POSITION, ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS OF BOARDS OF 

TRUSTEES OF HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS OPERATING COUNTY HIGH 

SCHOOLS AND REI>KlVING THE COu'NTY SUPERINDENT AS SECRETARY TO 

A JOINT BOARD OF TRUSTEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-5906, 

75-5907, 75-5918, 75-5924, 75-5927, 75-5928, R.C.M. 1947; 

AND REPEALING SECTIONS 75-5920, 75-5921, 75-5922 1 75-5923, 

AND 75-5925, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT E::<ACTED BY THE LEGISLATUF.E OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 75-5906, R.C.~l. 1947, is arnencied to 

read as follows: 

"75-5906. Election and term of office. Every trustee 
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position prescribed by this Title7--~~-~fie--~~l:l.ftee 

~~~~~68~--~-~-ft~~fl-~eft~-ti~~~~~-~~~~~-e-eel:l.~~y-fl~~ft 

~~7 shall be subject to election and the term of office 

for each position shall be three ( 3) years unless it is 

otherwise specifically pres =ibed by this Title. • 

Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947 1 is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5907. Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislature 

that the terms of a majority of the trustee {X)sitions of any 

district with elected trustees shall not regularly expire 

and be subject to election on the same regular school 

election uay. Therefore, in elementary districts, there 

shall not be more than three ( 3) trustee positions in first 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in se=nd class 

districts, or one (1) trustee position in thira class 

districts regularly subject to election at the same time. In 

high school Ciistricts there shall not be more than two (2) 

additional trustee positions in first or second class 

districts, or more than one (1) in third class districts 

regularly subject to election at the same time. In high 

school districts operating a county high school, there shall 

not be more than two (2) trustee positions to be filled by 

members residing in the eleil'.entary district where the county 

high school building is located or rrore than one (1) trustee 

-2- SB B9 
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po':!litiOll to be filled by members residing outside of the 

elementary district where the county high school building is 

located subject to election at the same time. 

While it is the intention of the legislature that the 

teDllS of a rr,ajority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and be subject to election at the same 

time, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees apl;X)inted to newly created 

positions or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee p:>sitions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(1) the creation of a new elementary district under the 

provisions of section 75-6518; 

(2) the consolidation of two (2) of more elerrentary 

districts to form an elementary district under the 

provisions of section 75-6506; 

(3) the establishment of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

(4) the change of a district's classification uncer the 

f.rovisions of section 75-6503; 

(5) the filling of a trustee position which has become 

vacant under the provisions of section 75-5917 or any other 

Frovision of law; or 
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(6) any other circumstance arising under the law 

wherein a trustee position is filled by appointment subject 

to election at the next regular school election." 

Section 3. Section 75-5918, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5918. Filling vacated trustee position, appointee 

qualification anc tenn of office. Whenever a trustee 

position becomes vacant ~-e-~~~-~~eeene-~e~s-~is~~i~; 

in any district except a third class district, 

rell'.aining members of the trustees shall declare 

the 

such 

FOsition vacant and they shall appoint, in writing, a 

competent person as a successor. The trustees shall notify 

the appointee and the county superintendent of such 

appointment. 

Whenever a trustee position becomes vacant in a third 

class district, ~1e remaining members of the trustees shall 

declare such position vacant and notify the county 

superintendent of the vacancy. The county superintendent 

shall apf'Oint, in writing, a competent person as a successor 

and notify such person of his appointment. 

Any person who has been appointed to a trustee position 

shall qualify by completing and filing an oath of office 

with the county superintendent in not less than fifteen (15) 

days after receiving notice of his appointment. Failure to 

file the oath of office sha.ll constitute a continuation of 

-4- SB 89 
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the trustee p:lsition vacancy which shall be filled under the 

provisions of this section. 

Any person assuming a trustee position under the 

provisions of this section shall serve until the next 

regular school election and his successor has qualified. n 

Section 4. Section 75-5924, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows : 

n 75-59 24. Membership of elected trustees of high 

school district operating county high school and nomination 

of candidates. Wl\ette¥ei!"-'l!:he-~eel!-iet!.-ef-eft.e The trustees of 

a high school district operating a county high school Jot­

]l,-eet~-a{!l!tfll¥ee-~-~:he-e-ieft~e,-eM!-efl!e'l!~ shall be 

com:posed of the following: 

(1) four (4) trustee positions filled by ment.ers 

residing in the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located; and 

(2) three (3) trustee p:lsitions filled by members one 

of whom resides in each of the three (3) trustee nominating 

districts in the territo:ry of the high school district 

outside of the elementary district where the county high 

school building is located. The county superintendent e.ft<!l 

eea~e-ei-eetift'l!y-~~eeieR~ shall establish the nominating 

districts and, unless it is irnp:lssible, such districts shall 

have coterminous boundaries with elementary district 

boundaries. 
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The provisions of section 75-5913 shall govern the 

nomination of candidates for the trustee election prescribed 

in this section.n 

Section 5. Section 75-5927, R.C.Z.I. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5927. Organization and officers. The trustees of 

each district shall annually organize as a governing board 

of the district after the regular election day and after the 

issuance of the election certificates to the newly elected 

trustees but not later than the third Saturday of April7.!. 

eHee~-~e~--~~--~~-~f~e~eee-ef--e.-fti~Jot-ee~-~~~~ 

~e.ei~-e-~ey-1\i~ft-eefteei-e.~e-~--e~eeeee-e:hey-efte.~~ 

aftft~e.~~y--ef~«fti~e--ae--~:he--~efftift~-eee~-e~-t:he-~ift!~ 

f~ti'0!3!'-~ift~--ef-ife.ft~e.~yT In order to organize, the 

trustees of the district shall be given notice of the t irne 

an~ flace where the organization meeting will be held and, 

at such meeting, they shall choose one of their nunt.er as 

the ci1airman. In addition, except for the trustees of a high 

school district operating a county high school, the trustees 

shall employ and app:lint a competent person, who is not a 

member of the trustees, as the clerk of the district. The 

trustees of a high school district operating a county high 

school shall appoint a secretary, who shall be a me~ber of 

the board. 

The chairman of the trustees of any 

-6-
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serve until the next organization meeting and shall preside 

at all the meetings of the trustees in accordance with the 

custcmary rules of order. He shall perform the duties 

prescribed by this Title and any other duties that normally 

pertain to such officer." 

Section 6. Section 75-5928, R.C.1-'. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5928. Joint board of trustees organization and 

voting membership. Whenever the trustees of a high school 

district operating a county high school and the trustees of 

the elementary district where the county high school 

building is located deem it to be within the best interests 

of the two districts, they may form a joint board of 

trustees for the purpose of co-ordinating the educational 

program of both districts. When a joint board of trustees is 

forn-ed, all of the members of both districts' trustees shall 

be members of the joint board of trustees, and each member 

shall have the right to participate in the meetings but 

voting on matters considered by the joint 

limited by the provisions of this section. 

board shall be 

At the first meeting of the joint board of trustees, 

there shall be a chairman of the joint board of trustees 

selected from among the membership. :H--~lte--fl~Y' 

~~~~efteeft~-ie-e-m~-~-~fte-fti~!t-eeft&&i--~~e~ee~7--fte 

e~e-i-i--l&e-ti!i!!--~~et!~-eoehei!'wiee7 ~ a secretary of the 
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joint board shall be selected from the membership. The 

chairn:an, when selected as a voting member, shall not be 

disqualified from voting because of his position of chairman 

of the board. The secretary shall not be a voting member 

except that he shall cast the deciding vote when three (3) 

successive ballots have resulted in a tie vote of the joint 

board of trustees. 

The voting membership of the joint board of trustees 

shall be equalized between the trustee membership of the two 

participating districts. After the selection of the chairman 

and the secretary, if necessary, the voting me!Id:>ership shall 

be: 

( 1) all of the membership of the elementary district 

trustees unless one of its merrbers is selected as secretary, 

in which case such merr.ber shall not be a voting member~ and 

( 2) the members of the high school district trustees 

who are selected by such trustees as voting members of the 

joint board in a number equal to the number of voting 

members of the elementary district trustees as estab lishec 

under subsection (1) above. The names of the voting 

membership selected by the high school trustees shall be 

subrni tted in writing to the secretary of the boar C. and shall 

be the only members of such district's trustees eligible to 

vote on joint board n'atters unless such list is revised in 

writing by the high school trustees. 

-a- SB 89 
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1 Each voting member shall be entitled to cast one vote, 

2 individually, upon every matter submitted to the joint board 

3 for a vote. M 

4 

5 

Section 7. Sections 75-5920, 75-5921, 

75-5923, and 75-5925, R.C.N. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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