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ACT 'IO THE 

QUALIFIL:t; Ei.i:C'lORS Or M0.1T&;A AI~ AHEtW;·'K,JT TO ,"\RTICL2 V, 

3t.CTIOJ 6 OF THE ~10l-;TAi;A COi,STITUTION TO PROVIDE TrlAT THE 

LEGISL.'I.TURE SrlALL ~;EET Ii< ANNUAL SESSIONS." 

BE I'l' ENACThD l:IY 'l.'HE LEGISLATLRE OF THE ST,",':LE OF MOiiTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, sect.ion 6 of the ·.;o,<ta.<a 

Constitutioa is amended to reaa as follows: 

•section 6. Sessions. T,le legislat<.~re si1all 111ee~-eae" 

edd-~~Oe~d-yea~-~~-~e~~~a~-eess~e~-e£--~e~--~~~e~e--~h!!ft--99 

~e~~s~a~~ve-days~ be a continuous body for two-year periods 

beginning when newly elected ;nembers take office. Any 

b·u.siness, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a 

session snall carry over with the Salile status to ai:ly othar 

session of the legislature during the bienniwn. 'i'ne 

legislature shall meet at le3st once a year in regular 

session of not ~ore taan 60 legisl3tive .:iays. Any 

legislature ma1 increase tne limit on the lengt;, of any 

Sc.IJSec1ueat session. Tne legi3latu~e may be convenz·i i11 

Sf><:cial sessions r.,y tne governvr or at tne written r2·£Uest 

of ..1. majority of c:-1e li""Let--a~..=rs." 

Section 2. ;}he:l t'lis amenc!meat is suJ:nitteC1 to the 

I N T R 0 D U C l D B I L L 

1.,;: 0160 

1 c;ualifieJ. electors of 1-'lontana, taere snall be 1>rL<tdd oa b1e 

2 ballot tne full title aaci seccion 1 of this act anJ. the 

3 followiug words: 

"It For annual sessions. 

4 I I Against annual sessions.• 

-End-

-2-

, ....... ---.d 
1-< ' ..... _; 3/ 



------- -·---- -·--·- --------------- ---- --------~------------------ .. 

STATE OF MONTI\NA (Correct cd) 

REQUEST NO. ___ 17:__-7:...c:5:____ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Fm111 IW-1 5 

-------------
In c:on~pl·anre ~·,ith a writ ten rrquest received ________ J~n~~-r_y_9 ____ , 19 _2~- , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

it" _ ... ~en_a_te ~~ill _3_~--. ---· _. _ .. ___ •. pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - ThirtY -Ninth Le~Jislativc A~sembly. 

13.ck11 r11'",d mfo,mJtil)!1u~ed in ckvclopino this Fi<cal Note is avnilable from the Offici.' of Budot~t and Pro\jr<lm Planning, to members 

ol tht' lrtli~latur e upnn request. ------------·-----------------------------------
CORRECTED FISCAL 1\!0TE 

Note: The wording of the fiscal note originally issued on Senate Bill 31 is misleading; thus, a revised fiscal note is being issued 
to clcrify the fiscal impact. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to submit to the qualified voters of Montana an amendment to Artir,le V, Section 6, of the Montana Constitution to provide 
that the Legislature shall meet in annual sessions. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. This amendment will be submitted to the qualified electors in the next General Election in 1976, and if ratified, would become 
effective for the 1977 Lertislative Session. The Legislature will not meet in 1978 under current law. 

2. Estimated costs for the Legislative Assembly will be $20,000 per day in FY 77 and FY 78 plus $180,000 research costs. 

3. Com for printing, mailing, and other services will not be significantly affected by length of session. 

4. Cost of updating Montana Codes following each session will not be affected by length of session. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FV 76 

Expenditures •or Legislative Assembly No effect 

CONCLUSION: 

---- Fiscal Year 1977 ___ _ 

Current Law Proposed Law Decrease 

$1,980,000 $1,380,000 $ 600,000 

---- Fiscal Year 1978---
Current Law 

$ 0 

Proposed Law Increase 

$1,380,000 $1,380,000 

Since the Lc'Jisbture will meet in FY 77 regardless of voter approval of Senate Bill 31, there \/Oltld actually be a decrease in expenditures 
in tbis IJir11nium due to length of sessions. However, since the Legislature would meet in 1978 if the proposed bill were ratified, the 
effect over a two-year period would be an increase in expenditures of $780,000. In addition to the increase in assembly costs, increase 
in expenses due to annual sessions, such as printing House and Senate Journals and session laws, are estimated at $80,000 over a 
two-year period. 

/h.J.djiB~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date:~ 
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Without reco~nd~tion 
of Com. on tj / r9<'2 • 

MONTA..~A AN AMENDNENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6 of the Montana 

Constitution is ~mended to read as follows: 

•section 6. Sessions. The legislatur~ shall meee-eaeft 

e~-ft~red-~ea~-~ft-~e~~~e~-eeee~eft-e£--ftOe--me~e--~--9& 

~e~~e~ae~ve-~~eT be a continuous body for two-year periods 

beginning when newly elected members take office. Any 

business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a 

session snall carry over with the same status to any other 

session of the legislature during the biennium. The 

legislature shall meet at least once a year in regular 

session of not more than 60 legislative days. Any 

legislature may increase the limit on the length of any 

subse~uent session. The legislature may be convened in 

special sessions by the governor or at the written request 

of a majority of the members.• 

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 

LC 0160 

1 qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printad on tile 

2 ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and t~e 

3 following words: 

4 

•;--? For annual sessions. 

/~Against annual sessions.• 

-End-

-2-
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MONT&-.A AN AMENDi'lENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGisLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS. • 

BE· IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6 of the Montana 

Constitution is amende!i to read as follows: 

•section 6. sessions. The legislature. shall mee~-eaeh 

eae-a--~-y~ift-~3:--aeasiel!t-ei-~~-~& 

%e~ia%a~¥e-eays~ be a continuous body for two-year periods 

beginning when newly elected members take office. Any 

business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a 

session shall carry over with the same status to any other 

session of the legislature during the biennium. The 

legislature shall meet at least once a year in regular 

session of not more than 60 legislative days. Any 

legislature may increase the limit on the length of any 

subsequent session. The legislature may be convened in 

special sessions by the governor or at the written request 

of a majority of the members.• 

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the 

T H I R D R E A D 1 N G 

LC 0160 

1 qualified. electors of Montana, there shall be printed on tile 

2 ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the 

3 following words: 

4 

•j~ For annual sessions. 

/~Against annual sessions.• 

-End-

-2- ,_,5[5 ~3/ 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES March 14, 1975 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 31 

Be amended in the third reading bill as follows: 

1. Amend page 1, section 1, line 20. 

Following: "than" 

Strike: "60" 

Insert: "sixty (~0)" 

2. Amend page 1, section 1, line 20. 

Following: "days" 
I 

Insert: "in odd numbered years and of not more than forty {40) 

legislative days in even numbered years" · 

AS SO AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 



.. 

April 9, 1975 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Committee of the Whole Amendments to SENATE BILL NO. 31, third 

reading copy, as follows: 

1. Amend page 1, section 1, lines 15 through 22. 

Following: "office." 

Strike: "Any business, bill, or resolution pending at 

adjournment of a session shall carry over with the same 

status to any other session of the legislature d~ring 

the biennium. The legislature shall meet at least once 

a year in regular session of not more than 60 legislative 

days. Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session." 

Insert: '''l'he legislature shall meet a maximum of sixty 

(60) legislative days in odd number years and a maximum 

of sixty (60) legislative da3s in even number years. 

Any business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment 

of the odd number year session shalL.C~f~Y over 

with the same status to any other session of the 

legislature during the biennium. Only appropriations, 

revenue and committee bills may be introduced during an 

. even number year session." 

2. Amend page 2, following line 4. 

Insert: "Section 3. This amendment is effective on January 1st 

immediately following ratification by the electors." 

AS SO AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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SENATE BILL NO. 31 

INTRODUCED BY FASBENDER, HIMSL, GREELY, DRAKE, LEE, 

R. SMITH, MURPHY, BROWN, ROMNEY, DUNKLE, NORMAN, WARDEN, 

REGAN, COL3ERG, WATT, SEIBEL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6 of the Montana 

Constitution is amended to read as fo!.lows: 

•section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall mee~-eaeh 

eed-ft~~e~ee-yee~-ift-~e~~~e~-sess~eft-e£--fte~--me~e--eheft--9& 

~e~is~eei¥e--deys be a continuous body for two-year periods 

beginning when newly elected members take office. ~ 

~~Siftesey--~i~~I--e~--rese~~~ieft-peftdift5-ee-ed;e~~ftMeft~-ef-e 

eessieft-she~~-ee~;T-e•e~-wieh-the-seme-ste~Hs-ee--efty~-ether 

sessieft---e£--the--~egis~et~re--d~~iftg--~he--~ieftfti~~---~he 

~e5is~e~~re-she~~-meee-et--~eest--eftee--e--yee~--ift--reg~~e~ 

sessieft--e£--fte~--mere-theft-69-S~K~¥-*6St-~egis~etive-deys~H 

23 9BB--H~MBBRE-B--¥BAR6--~B--9~--N9~--M9RB--~HAH--~9R~¥---*4St 

24 ~B6~6~~~VB-BA¥6-~H-BYBN-NHMBBRBB-¥BAR6T-Afty-~e~is~et~re-mey 

25 iftereese--~he-~imit-eft-the-~eft~th-o£-efty-sHbseqHeftt-sessieft~ 
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SB 0031/02 

THE LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET A MAXIMUM OF SIXTY (60) 

LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN ODD NUMBER YEARS AND A MAXIMUM OF SIXTY 

(60) LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN EVEN NUMBER YEARS. ANY BUSINESS, 

BILL, OR RESOLUTION PENDING AT ADJOURNMENT OF THE ODD NUMBER 

YEAR SESSION SHALL CARRY OVER WITH THE SAME STATUS TO ANY 

OTHER SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE DURING THE BIENNIUM. ONLY 

APPROPRIATIONS, REVENUE AND COMMITTEE BILLS MAY BE 

INTRODUCED DURING AN EVEN NUMBER YEAR SESSION. The 

legislature may be convened in special sessions by the 

governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

members.• 

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the 

qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on the 

ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the 

following words: 

•;~ For annual sessions. 

/~Against annual sessions." 

SECTION 3. THIS AMENDMENT IS EFFECTIVE ON JANUARY 1ST 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING RATIFICATION BY THE ELECTORS. 

-End-

-2- s:a 31 


