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SENATE BILL flO • ...lf.._ 

INTRODUCED BY GREELY (By request of the Governor) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

POLITIC1.L CRIMINAL LIBEL AND DISCLAIMER REQUIREMENTS OF 

MONTANA'S ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTION 23-4754; REPEALING 

SECTION 23-4774, R.C.M. 1947; h~D PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAl.A: 

Section 1. Section 23-4754, R.C.!4. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

.23-4754. Political criminal libel. It shall be 

unlawful to write, print, 

otherwise produce or 

publish, mimeograph, type, or 

circulate through the mails or 

otherwise any letter, circular, bill, dodger, pamphlet, 

placard, er posterL or other· document relating to any 

election or to any candidate, political party, political 

committee, or issue at any election, unless the same shall 

bear on its face the name and address of the e~~ftePT-efte-e~ 

person paying for the printing or publishing, and the name 

of the printer and publisher thereof; and any person 

writing, printing, publishing, circulating, posting, 

mimeographing, typing, or causing to be written, printed, 

circulated, posted, mimeographed, typed, or published any 

I N T R 0 D U C ~ n B I l l 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0232 

such letter, bill, placard, dodger, pamphlet, circular, er 

poster, or other document as aforesaid, which fails to bear 

on its face the name and address of the a't!~fter-efte-ei person 

paying for the printing or publishing, and the name of the 

printer or publisher, shall be guilty of an illegal 

practice, and shall on conviction thereof be punished by a 

fine of not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one 

thousand dollars ($1,000). If any letter, circular, poster, 

bill, dodger, pamphlet, publication, er placard, or Other 

document shall contain any false statement or charges 

reflecting on any candidate's character, morality, or 

integrity, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

a't!~fter-~ereet!T and every person printing or knowingly 

assisting in the circulation, shall be guilty of political 

criminal libel, and upon conviction ~fteree~ shall be 

;::,-1nished by irr.prisonment ~ft-~fte pePl~ft~:i:ePy for not ~eee 

~ftaft-efte-fteP more than three ilL years. If the person 

charged with such crime shall prove on his trial that he had 

reasonable ground to believe such charge was true, ana did 

believe it was true, and that he was not actuated by malice 

in naking such publication, it shall be a sufficient aefense 

to such charge. But in that event, and as a part of such 

defense, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

or a't!~fter--&fte the printer or publisher or other person 

charged with such crime shall also prove that, at least 
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l fift~ days before such letter, circular, poster, bill, 

2 

3 such false statement 

or other document containing 

or statements was printec or 

4 circulat.ect., he or they caused to be served personally and in 

5 person upOn the candidate to whorr. it relates a copy thereof 

6 

7 

in W'rit ing, and 

charges contained 

calling his attention particularl1· to the 

therein, and that, before printing, 

8 publishing, or circulating such charges, he received and 

9 read any denial, defense, or explanation, if any, made or 

10 offeree. to him in writing by the accused candidate within 

ll ten days after the service of such charge upon the accused 

12 person." 

13 

14 

Section 2. Section 23-4774, R.C.~:. 1947, is repealed. 

Section 3. Effective ~ate. This act is effective upon 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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Approved by Coamittee 
on State Administration 

SENATE BILL NO. ~ 

INTRODUCED BY GREELY (By request of the Governor) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: • AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE. THE 

POLITICI.L CRIMINAL LIBEL AND DISCLAIMER REQUIREMENTS OF 

MONTANA'S ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTION 23-4754; REPEALING 

SECTION 23-4774, R.C.M. 1947; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTM~A: 

Section 1. Section 23-4754, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-4754. Pol.itical criminal libel. It shall. be 

unlawful to write, print, publish, mimeograph, type, or 

otherwise produce or circulate through the mails or 

otherwise any letter, circular, bill, dodger, pamphlet, 

placard, e~ posterL or other document relating to any 

election or to any candidate, political party, political 

committee, or issue at any election, unless the same shall 

bear on its face the name and address of the a~~ftC~7-afte-e£ 

person paying for the printing or publishing, and the name 

of the printer and publisher thereof; and any person 

writing, printing, publishing, circulating, posting, 

mimeographing, typing, or causing to be written, printed, 

circulated, posted, mimeographed, typed, or published any 
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such letter, bill, placard, dodger, pamphlet, circular, e~ 

poster, or other document as aforesaid, which fails to bear 

on its face the name and address of the !!t't!~fter-efte-ef person 

paying for the printing or publishing, and the name of the 

printer or publ.isher, shall be guilty of an ill.egal 

practice, and shall on conviction thereof be punished by a 

fine of not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one 

thousand dollars ($1,000}. If any letter, circul.ar, poster, 

bill, dodger, pamphlet, publication, e~ placard, or other 

document shall contain any false statement or charges 

reflecting on any candidate's character, morality, or 

integrity, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

a't!efter-~eree£r and every person printing or knowingly 

assisting in the circulation, shall be guilty of political 

criminal libel, and upon conviction efte~ee£ shall be 

punished by i~prisonment ~P.-efte peft~~eft~iery for not ~e~~ 

eft&ft-efte-fter more than three ill years. If the person 

charged with such crime shall prove on his trial that he had 

reasonable ground to believe such charge was true, and did 

believe it was true, and that he was not actuated by malice 

in naking such publication, it shall be a sufficient aefense 

to such charge. But in that event, and as a part of such 

defense, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

or a't!~er--a~e the printer or publisher or other person 

charged with such crimE shall also pr~ve that, at least 
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l fifteen days before such letter, circular, poster, bill, 

2 dodger, pamphlet, eP placard, or other document containing 

3 such false statement or statements was printed or 

4 circulated, he or they caused to be served personally and in 

5 person upon the candidate to whom it relates a copy thereof 

6 in writing, and calling his attention particularly to the 

7 charges contained therein, and that, before printing, 

8 publishing, or circulating such charges, he received and 

9 read any denial, defense, or explanation, if any, made or 

10 offereri to him in writing by the accused candidate within 

11 ten days after the service of such charge upon the accused 

12 person." 

13 Section 2. Section 23-4774, R.C.M. 1947, is repealed. 

14 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

15 passage and approval. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO • ..M..._ 

INTRODUCED BY GREELY (By request of the Governor) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ~AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

POLITICAL CRIMINAL LIBEL AND DISCLAIMER REQUIREMENTS OF 

MONTANA'S ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTION 23-4754; REPEALING 

SECTION 23-4774, R.C.M. 1947; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-4754, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

.23-4754. Political criminal libel. It shall be 

unlawful to write, print, publish, mimeograph, type, or 

otherwise produce or circulate through the mails or 

otherwise any letter, circular, bill, dodger, pamphlet, 

placard, e~ posterL or other document relating to any 

election or to any candidate, political party, political 

committee, or issue at any election, unless the same shall 

bear on its face the name and address of the 8~efter,-ans-e£ 

person paying for the printing or publishing, and the name 

£i the printer and publisher thereof; and any person 

writing, printing, publishing, circulating, posting, 

mimeographing, typing, or causing to be written, printed, 

circulated, posted, mimeographed, typed, or published any 
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such letter, bill, placard, dodger, pamphlet, circular, er 

poster, or other document as af~resaid, which fails to bear 

on its face the name and address of the !!tti~fter-eftt!l-M person 

paying for the printino or publishing, and the name of the 

printer or publisher, shall be guilty of an illegal 

practice, and shall on conviction thereof be punished by a 

fine of not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one 

thousand dollars ($1,000). If any letter, circular, poster, 

bill, dodger, pamphlet, publication, er placard, or other 

document shall contain any false statement or charges 

reflecting on any candidate's character, morality, or 

integrity, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

a~~fter-efte~ee£T and every person printing or knowingly 

assisting in the circulation, shall be guilty of political 

criminal libel, and upon conviction eheree£ shall be 

punished by imprisonment ~ft-t:i\e pt!ft~el'l~i-,. for not ~eefl 

~i\aft-efte-fte~ more th~~ three ill years. If the person 

charged with such crime shall prove on his trial that he had 

reasonable ground to believe such charge was true, and did 

believe it was true, and that he was not actuated by malice 

in making such publication, it shall be a sufficient defense 

to such charge. But in that event, and as a part of such 

defense, the person paving for the printing or publishing, 

or a~~er--afte the printer or publisher or other person 

chargea with such crime shall also prove that, at least 
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1 fifteen days before such letter, circular, poster, bill, 

2 dodger, pamphlet, er placard, or other document containing 

3 such false statement or statements was printed or 

4 circulated, h.e or they caused to be served personally and in 

5 person upon the candidate to whom: it relates a copy thereof 

6 in writing, and calling his aottention particularly to the 

7 charges contained therein, and that, before printing, 

8 p.~blishing, or circulating such charges, he received and 

9 read any denial, defense, or explanation, if any, made or 

10 offered to him in writing by the accused candidate within 

11 ten days after the service of such charge upon the accused 

12 person. • 

13 Section 2. Section 23-4774, R. C.?.:. 194 7, is repealed. 

14 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

15 passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Date: March 10, 1975 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 26. 

~e amended in the third reading bill as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, section 1, line 16. 
Following: "imprisonment" 
Insert: "in a county jail not exceeding six (6) months, or 
by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both" 

2. Amend page 2, section 1, line 16. 
Following: "pefti~eft~iary" 
Strike: "for not" 

3. Amend page 2, section 1, line 17. 
Following: "fter" 
Strike: "more than three ill years" 

AS SO AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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SENATE BILL NO. 26 

HlTRODUCED BY GREELY 

(BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR) 

J, biLL FOR k'l ACT l:NTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

POLITICAL CRIMINAL LIBEL AND DISCLAH~ER REQUIREz.'.ENTS OF 

;10NT A;-/ A'S ELECTION LAWS; l'.}'!ENDING SECTION 2 3-4 7 54; P.EPEALI:lG 

SECTION 23-4774, R.C.M. 1947; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-4754, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-4754. Political criminal libel. It shall be 

unlawful to write, print, 

otherwise produce or 

publish, mimeograph, type, or 

circulate through the mails or 

otherwise any letter, circular, bill, dodger, pamphlet, 

placard, er poster~ or other document relating to any 

election or to any candidate, political party, political 

committee, or issue at any election, unless the same shall 

bear on its face the name and address of the a~~her7-efte-e~ 

p_e_r:se>n p_aying for the printinsr_or_publishing, and the nane 

of the printer and publisher thereof; and any person 

writing, printing, publishing, circulating, posting, 

mimeograph ina, typing, or causing to be v1ri tten, printed, 
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circulated, posted, mimeographed, typed, or published any 

such letter, bill, placard, dodaer, pamphlet, circular, er 

poster 1 or other doc=ent as aforesaid, 'tlhich fails to bear 

on its face the name and address of the e~eher-afta-er person 

paying for the printing or publishing, and the name of the 

printer or publisher, shall be guilty of an illegal 

practice, and shall on conviction thereof be punished by a 

fine of not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one 

thousand dollars ($1,000). If any letter, circular, poster, 

bill, dodger, pamphlet, publication, er placard, or other 

document shall contain any false statement or charges 

reflecting on any candidate's character, morality, or 

integrity, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

and the name of aH~er-~eree~7-afta every person printing or 

knowingly assisting in the circulation, shall be guilty of 

political criminal libel, and upon conviction ~heree~ shall 

be punished by imprisonment ~ft-~e-peft~~eft~~ary-~er-ftee-iess 

~ftM-efte-fter-!ll.ere-efteft-~hree-*3~-yeare IN A COUNTY JAIL NOT 

EXCEEDING SIX (6) MONTHS, OR BY A FINE NOT EXCEEDING ONE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000), OR BOTH. If the person charged 

with such crime shall prove on his trial that he had 

reasonable ground to believe such charge was true, and did 

believe it was true, and that he was not actuated by malice 

in making such publication, it shall be a sufficient defense 

to such charge. But in that event, and as a part of such 
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1 defense, the person paying for the printing or publishing, 

2 2E ~~~er-afte the printer or publisher or other person 

3 charged with such crime shall also prove that, at least 

4 fifteen days before such letter, circular, poster, bill, 

5 dodger, paMphlet, er placard, or other document containing 

6 such false statement or statements was printed or 

7 circulated, he or they caused to be served personally and in 

8 person upon the candidate to whom it relates a copy thereof 

9 in writing, and calling his attention particularly to the 

10 charges contained therein, and- that, before printing, 

11 publishing, or circulating such charges, he received and 

12 read any denial, defense, or explanation, if any, made or 

13 offered to him in writing by the accused candidate within 

14 ten days after the service of such charge upon the accused 

15 person." 

16 Section 2. Section 23-4774, R.C.M. 1947, is repealed. 

17 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

18 passage and approval. 

-End-
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