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INTRODUCED BY 
lJ. ~ BILL 00. M£ :::=. (,~~ f 7 

g; c. '--1 ~: · -r / 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY UPDATE AND 

REVISE LAWS RELATING TO LICENSURE OF PLUMBERS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 66-2401, 66-2401.1, 66-2402, 66-2403, 66-2404, 

66-2406, 66-2411, 66-2415, 66-2416, 66-2419, 66-2420, AND 

66-2426, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATl' .E OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 66-2401, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2401. Plumbers--license required--ex~eption. 

ill Any person working at the hl!e!:ftuls field of p:.umbing, 

in any incorporated city~ er town, or in any other area 

served by a public water supply or a public sewer system in 

this state, either as a master plumber or as a journeyman 

plumber, or who, while working at the hl!e~fteee field of 

plumbing, shall connect plumbing to OL disconnect plumbing 

from a wa~e~-e~-eewe~-eye~em-e~-el!e~-a-e~~y-er--eeWft7--w~~e~ 

eer¥ee--e~e--~~~e public water supply or public sewer 

system, shall first secure a state license a~ hereinafter 

provided. Provided that the council or ccr..,<ission of any 

city or town or board of directors or managers of a water or 

sewer district or water utility, in case~ where a dul} 
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licensed person or persons !:e ~ not reasonably available, 

may, by ordinance, rule or resolution duly adopted, and upon 

reasonable notice to the board of ~~l!~~ft~---eMaM±~tere 

plumbers and upon their approval, authorize the practice ef 

~~e-hl!e!:fteee in the field of plumbing by a person or persons 

who have not obtained the state licenses as hereinafter 

provided until such time as a duly licensed person or 

persons !:e ~ reasonably available. 

(2) Licensure is not required in the following 

instances of plumbing installation: 

(a) Where an owner of a single family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use, makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

giping; 

(b) In any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, or railroad 

not connected to a private or gublic utility system; 

(c) In farms or ranches having their own grivate water 

supgly and sewage disposal systems; 

(d) In cities and towns extending their own city water 

and sewer mains; 

{e) Installation of water conditioner services in 

private dwellings.• 

Section 2. Section 66-2401.1, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2401.1. Definitions. Unless the context requires 
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otherwise, in this act: 

(1) •aoard" means the board of plumbers, provided for 

in section 92A-1602.22r afts 

(2) •oepartment• means the department of professional 

and occupational licensing, provided for in Title 82A, 

chapter l6~L 

{3) "Public water supply• means any community well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supply that serves ten (10) or 

more families, or twenty-five (25) or more persons on a 

regular and continuous basis, 

(4) •Public sewer system• means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings, or any 

other facility that serves the public: 

(5) "Journeyman plumber" means a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto: 

(6) "Master plumber• means a person who is authorized 

by this act to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work: and 

(7) "Field of plumbing• means the business, trade or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, alteration 

or repair of plumbing and drainage systems or parts 

thereof.• 
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Section 3. Section 66-2402, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2402. Application for state license--

qualifications of licensees. (1} A person desiring to work 

at the business of plumbing in a-e~~y-er-~eWft the state of 

Montana shall file his application for a license with the 

department, and shall at the time and place designated by 

the board, be examined as to his qualifications for working 

in this business. 

(2) The following requirements shall be met by 

applicants for a license: 

(a) For journeyman plumbers: 

(i) A specific record of ~~ve--~St 

experience in the field of plumbing, 

four (4) years 

of a character 

satisfactory to the board. This experience requirement may 

be fulfilled by working r~ve-~5t four (4) years in a major 

phase of the plumbing business, or by completing an 

apprenticeship program meeting the standards set by the 

department of labor and industry or the United States 

department of labor, bureau of apprenti~eship, or credit 

towards this experience requirement may be given for time 

spent attending an accredited trade or other schools 

specializing in training of value in th'" ~~~~~~~--e~~~fte~~ 

field of plumbing and approved by the ooard. 

(ii) Satisfactory completion of an examination 
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conducted by the department, subject to section 82A-l603 

(4), testing the applicant's geftera~ knowledge ef-~~e;eee~ 

fteee~~ary-ee-~~~b~ftg7-ee~e~ftg-~~~-~ftew~eage of techniques 

and methods employed in the ~~~mh~ftg--b~~~ne~~ field of 

plumbing, and establishing by practical demonstration his 

competence in the special skills required in the field of 

plumbing. 

(iii) A licensed journey man plumber may perform work 

only in the employment of a licensed master plumber unless 

otherwise permitted by rule of the board. 

(b) For master plumbers: 

(i) Evidence of £*¥e-i5t four (4) years experirnce as a 

journeyman plumber in the field of plumbing of a character 

satisfactory to the board. 

(ii) Evidence of three (3) years experience in 

supervisory capacities in the ~~~Mb~ftg--b~~~ftee~ field of 

plumbing, which may run concurrently with the requirement in 

{i) above. 

(iii) Satisfactory completion of an examination for 

master plumbers testing his knowledge of the ~~~b~ftg 

b~~~ftes~ field of plumbing and demonstrating his faM~~~ariey 

skill and ability w*eft---~~~fte~e--~raee~e~~--RorMa~~y 

eftee~eeree--ift--efte--~~~iftg--b~~ifteae in the field of 

plumbing. 

(iv) A master plumber is not authorized to perform L~e 
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work of a journeyman plumber unless he is also licensed as a 

journeyman plumber. A licensed master plumber may employ 

apprentice and only journeyman plumbers who are licensed by 

the state of Montana, in the conduct of his business and 

shall be responsible for assuring that all work performed by 

such employees shall be in compliance with the state 

plumbing code. • 

Section 4. Section 66-2403, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as fo1lm~s: 

•66-2403. Compensation--examination of applicants. (1} 

A member of the board is entitled to a compensation in the 

~ of twenty dollars ($20) plus per diem for each day 

while actually engaged in the work of the board. 

(2) An applicant for a license to work ae-efte--b~s~ftes~ 

in the field of plumbing shall be examined as to his 

qualifications by the department, subject to section 

82A-l603 (4). The department shall examine each applicant 

for a license, to determine his skill and qualifications afta 

~~efte~~-£er-ea~Py~~g-e8-ehe-e~s~ftes~-e£ as a master plumber 

or journeyman plumber7~ afta--i£--efte The applicant ~ 

successfully ~aBeee passing the examination prescribed by 

the board, then shall b~ issued a license eheii-be-~ee~ea-ee 

~fte--a~~~ieaft~ authorizing him to engage in the b~ei~e~~-afte 

eee~~aeieft-e£ field of plumbing ~ a master plumber or 

journeyman plumber7--ae-ehe-eaee-May-be~--~fte-t~eenee7-wheft 
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2'etllleil7-&i!oe~oe't'·ii!lel!l-e!ole-'h~~er-~e-e!l~~y-el'l-'l!~e-l!!ee!:!'leei!J-e~--a 

!Mte~e~--p'li~e!!-i'>P-'a-;eel!fteytllai'I-J!!>il:e1Mei"-r-ai!J-~he-eeee-lllay-ee7 

il'l-lil'ly-e!:'liy-e·r-'liewl't in '1!1\oi:i!J the state of Montana. • 

Section 5. Section 66-2404, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2404. Application for license information 

required individual -- firms or corporations. A person, 

firm, or corporation desiring to engage in or work in the 

l!!esil'teee field of plumbing, either as a master plumber or as 

a journeyman plumber, in this state, shall fl~J!!>ii:Y make 

application to the department by filing a written 

application stating his place of residence, age, experience, 

and the place where he has acquired his experience, and 

shall at a time and place designated by the board be 

examined as to his qualifications for oel\e ~ license. In the 

case of a firm or corporation, the examination and !:eel!otft~ 

issuance of a license to efte-~il:t-Meabe~ an individual of the 

firm, or to oefte--Mal'la~er a principal of the firm or 

corporation, satisfies the requirements of this act as to 

master plumbers, but not as to journeymen plumbers. A-~ereeft 

Mey--ftee No individual, firm or corparation may do the work 

of a master pl~mber unless licensed under this act. 

A master plumber shall not allow his license to be used 

by any person, or firm, corporation, or business other than 

his own, for the purpose of obtaining permits, or for doing 
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plumbing work under his license.• 

Section 6. Section 66-2406, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2406. Apprentices--rules--record. This act does 

not prohibit a person from working as an apprentice in the 

trade of plumbing with a plumber licensed by the department 

under the supervision of a licensed journeyman plumber, and 

under the rules made by tha board. The name and residence of 

each apprentice, and the names and residences of their 

employers, shall be filed with the department, and a record 

shall be kept by the department7--~hewil'l~--eke--fte~ee--ena 

rE~ieefteee-e~-'l!hese-apJ!!>re!'l~ieee.• 

Section 7. Section 66-2411, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2411. Penalty for violations--exceptions from act. 

Any person working at the ~eei!'lese field of plumbing or 

maintaining or conducting a plumbing ~he~ business otft--flft7 

ifteer~era~ee--ei~y--er-eeWft-ift-~ft!:s-~~~~e, or any individual 

er wtto7-whi~e-werkift~-e'l!-~fte--e~eineee--e~--~~~ift~7--~l\~i} 

eeftfteee--J!!>il:~in~--~e--er-ftieeel'tftee~ connects or disconnects 

plumbing from7 a public water or sewer syBtem e~-e~eft-a-e!:ey 

er-eewfty-whieh--~ervee--~he--p~l!!il:!:e7 in violation of any 

provisions of this act, or at a time when he is not exempt 

from the provisions of this act pursuant to the provisions 

of a duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of such city or 
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town shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon 

conviction thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction, 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars and 

not more than one hundred dollars o~ imprisonment in a 

county jail for a term not exceeding six (6) months, or 

both, for each separate offense: provided, however, that 

this act shall not be construed to apply to, or affect, 

plumbing or pipefitting ~ft-afty-sme~~ery--m~ftey--re~~rea~--er 

Maft~fae~~r~ft~---~ft~~e~ryT as indicated in the section 

66-2401(2) and section 65-2426 exceptions. aft~-~ae~--fte~k~ft~ 

aere~ft--e~a22-ee-eefte~r~~-~e-affee~-ar~~e~e-v~-ef-~~e-e~e~e 

ef-Meft~afta-~~mb~ft~-eedeT-r~~ee-aft~-re~~~a~~efteT• 

Section B. Section 66-2415, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2415. Act not to require employment of licensed 

plumbers. Ne~h~ft~--~ft--~a~s--ae~--ehe~~--he--eefte~r~e~--ae 

r~~~r~ft~--e~a~--2ieefteed--p~~ere--he--emp~eye~--·ift---~~e 

perfermaftee--ef--afty--~~~~ft~--wer~T This act shall not be 

construed as imposing any penalty on any person for hiring 

or contracting with an unlicensed person to do work in the 

field of plumbing. However, any person who shall himself 

engage in the field of plumbing at a time when he is not 

duly licensed shall be subject to the penalties imposed by 

this act.• 

Section 9. Section 66-2416, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 
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read as follows: 

•66-2416. Minimum standards--state plumbing code--fee 

for copy of code. (1) The board shall by rule prescribe 

minimum standards which are uniform and which are thereafter 

effective for all ftew plumbing installations or maintenance, 

except where exempt by section 66-2426. ~~e-r~~es-eaa~~ 

eeft~S~ft-~ae-m~ftim~-req~iremeftee-fer-p2~h~ft~-ee~--ferea--~ft 

ehe--Amerieeft--e~aftdara-ftae~efta~-p~~me~ft~-eeae7-ft~ered-ASA 

A46T6-2955T--Bfta--p~~~ehed--hy--eae--Amer~eaft--seeie~y---e£ 

meeftaft~ea2--eft~~fteereT--BMeepe-ae-prev~dea-ift-e~eeeeieft-~~t 

e£-ea~e-eeee~efty-eft Upon approval of the department of 

administration, department of health and environmental 

sciences and the attorney general, and ~ publication, the 

rules become the state plumbing code and have the force of 

law. A copy of the code shall be supplied to each person 

licensed under sections 66-2401 through 66-2411, or any 

other interested person, for a--£ee-ef-fte-mere-ekaft-£~ve 

de~~are-~~5t an amount equal to the actual current cost of 

the code plus postage. 

(2) Rules relating to building and equipment standards 

covered by the state or a municipal building code are 

effective after approval by the department of administration 

and filing with the secretary of state.w 

Section 10. Section 66-2419, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

-10-
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•s6-2419. Revocation or suspension of license for work 

below minimum standards. Any person, firm, or corporation 

licensed under the provisions of Title 66, chapter 24 of 

the laws of the state of Montana who performs plumbing work 

in afty-~i4*~~-wha~eee¥e~ the field of plumbing, below the 

minimum basic standards for plumbing as set forth in said 

state plumbing code ~ha±i-ha¥e is subject to having their 

license revoked or suspended by the state pi~Meift~--eea~a 

bof!A4 Gf elpm.b!!a. • 

10 Section 11. Section 66-2420, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

11 to read as follGws: 

12 •66-2420. Revocation or suspension--initiation of 

13 proceedings--prGcedure. Proceedings for the revocation or 

14 suspension of a jo~ne~ or ~ster plumber's license may 

15 be taken by the board on its motion, for matters in its 

16 knowledge, or may be taken on the information of another. 

17 Accusations must be in writing, and verified by a party 

18 familiar with the facts charged. On receiving the accusation 

19 the bOard shall, if it considers tl'ie a:ccusatiO'It sufficient, 

20 make an order setting it for hearing, and requiring the 

21 accused to appear and answer the charge or accusation at the 

22 hearing7~ ift-~he--ee~~y--ift--Wft~h--ehe--ai±e~ee--vieia~ieft 

23 ee~~eeT• 

24 Section 12. Section 66-2426, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

25 to read as follows: 

-11-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

LC 1108 

•66-2426. Exceptions from act. This act shall not be 

construed to apply to, or to affect7-ifte~iia~ieB-ei-we~e~ 

eeftsi~iefte~--ee~¥ieee--iB--p~i¥e~e--aweiiift~e--e~ plumbing 

installations in any mines, mills, smelters, refineries, 

~eeee~ieft-we~ke7 public utilities, meft~iae~a~*ft~--ifteaeeriee 

railroads, or plumbing installations on farms having their 

own individual water supply or sewage disposal system.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
& Safety 

HOUSE BILL NO. 648 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH (BY REQUEST) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY UPDATE AND 

REVISE LAWS RELATING TO LICENSURE OF PLUMBERS; MIENDING 

SECTIONS 66-2401, 66-2401.1, 66-2402, 66-2403, 66-2404, 

66-2406, 66-2411, 66-2415, 66-2416, 66-2419, 66-2420, AND 

66-2426, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 66-2401, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2401. Plumbers license required exception. 

J!L Any person working at the a~e~Reee ~ of plumbing, 

in any incorporated cityL er town, or in any other area 

served by a public water supply or a public sewer system in 

this state, either as a master plumber or as a journeyman 

plumber, or who, while working at the e~~fteee field of 

plumbing, shall connect plumbing to or disconnect plumbing 

fram·a we~er-er-eewer-e~e~em-ei-e~ek-a-e~~y-er--~ewft7--wk~ek 

eer¥ee--~e--~~~e public water supply or public sewer 

system, shall first secure a state license as hereinafter 

provided. Provided that the council or commission of any 

city or town or board of directors or managers of a water or 

sewer district or water utility, in cases where a duly 
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licensed person or persons i.e ~ not reasonably available, 

may, by ordinance, rule or resolution duly adopted, and upon 

reasonable notice to the board of p~amhift~---eK«mi:ftere 

plumbers and upon their approval, authorize the practice et' 

~ke-5111!1-ifteee in the field of plumbing by a person or persons 

who have not obtained the state licenses as hereinafter 

provided until such time as a duly licensed person or 

persons i.e ~ reasonably avail<'.ble. 

(2J Licensure is not required in the following 

instances of plumbing installation: 

{a} Where an owner of a single family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use, makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

piping; 

{b) In any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, or railroad; 

ftee-eeftfte~ee-~e-e-P!i¥e~e-er-pa~ie-ll~i~~~%-ere~ 

(c) In farms or ranches having their own private water 

supply and sewage disposal systems; 

(d) In cities and towns extending their own city water 

and sewer mains; 

(e) Installation of water conditioner services in 

private dwellings." 

Section 2. Section 66-2401.1, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2401.1. J:efinitions. Unless the context requires 

-2- HB 648 
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othezwise, in this act: 

{1) "Board" means the board of plumbers, provided for 

in section 82A-1602.22; e:ne 

and 

{2) "Department • means the department of 

occupational licensing, provided for 

chapter 16"Tl. 

professional 

in Title 82A, 

{3) "Public water supply" means any community well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supply that serves ten (10) or 

more families, or twenty-five (25) or more persons on a 

regular and continuous basisi 

(4) "Public sewer system• means any cOIIUIDn sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellinqa, or any 

other facility that serves the public; 

(5) "Journeyman plumber" means a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto; 

(6) "Master plunber" means a person who is authorized 

by this act to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work; and 

{7) "Field of plumbing• means the business, trade or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, alteration 

or repair of plumbing and drainage systems or parts 

thereof. n 
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Section 3. Section 66-2402, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2402. Application for state license 

qualifications of licensees. (1) A person desiring to work 

at the business of plumbing in e-ei~y-~ewft the state of 

Montana shall file his application for a license with the 

department, and shall at the time and place designated by 

the board, be examined as to his qualifications for working 

in this business. 

(2) The following requirements shall be 

applicants for a license: 

(a) For journeyman plumbers: 

met by 

(i) A specific record of ii.e--f§+ 

experience in the field of plumbing, of 

four (4) years 

a character 

satisfactory to the board. This experience re~uirement may 

be fulfilled by working ii.e-fi~ four (4) years in a major 

phase of the plumbing business, or by completing an 

apprenticeship program meeting the standards set by the 

department of labor and industry or the United States 

department of labor, bureau of apprenticeship, or credit 

towards this experience requirement may be given for tine 

spent attending an accredited trade or other schools 

specializing in training of value in the ~~ift~-~~s~fte~~ 

field of plumbing and approved by the boarp. 

{ii) Satisfactory completion of an examination 

-4- HB 648 
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conducted by the department, subject to section 82A-l603 

( 4) , testing the applicant's ~efte'l!'e.i knc:Mledge e.f--tns~ee~l!! 

fteeel!!se.'l!'y--~e--~~~ft!7-~~~~ft~-h~e-kl'lewie5!e of techniques 

and methods employed in the ~iHMb~!--~e~ftees field of 

plumbing, and establishing by practical demonstration his 

competence in the special skills required in the field of 

plumbing. 

(iii) A licensed journeyman plumber may perform work 

only in the employment of a licensed master plumber unless 

othe~ise permitted by rule of the board. 

(b) For master plumbers: 

(i) Evidence of .f~¥e-·Hi~ four (4) years ,experience as a 

journeyman plumber in the field of pluming of a character 

satisfactory to the board. 

(ii) Evidence of three (3) years experience in 

su~ervisory capacities in the f'olttlllb-ift!-MS~ess field of 

plumbing, which may run concurrently with the requirement in 

{i) above. 

(iii) Satisfactory completion of a~ examination for 

master plumbers testing his knowledge of the ~~e~! 

~e~~s field of plumbing and demonstrating his .fem~i~e'l!'~~y 

skill and ability w~~~---bttei!'leee---p'l!'e~~eee---fte'l!'me.iiy 

e!'le~ft~e~ea--~ft--~he--~ttmb~~--bt!l!!~eee in the field of 

plumbing. 

(iv) A master pluil'ber is not authorized to perform the 
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work of a journeyman plumber unless he is also licensed as a 

journeyman plumber. A licensed master plUU'.ber may employ 

apprentice and only journeyman plumbers who are licensed by 

the state of Montana, in the conduct of his business and 

shall be responsible for assuring that all work performed by 

such employees shall be in compliance with the state 

plumbing code. • 

Section 4. Section 66-2403, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•66-2403. Compensation--examination of applicants. (1) 

A mel!ber of the board is entitled to a compensation ~ 

~ of twenty dollars ($20) plus per diem for each day 

while actually engaged-in the work of the board. 

(2) An applicant for a license to work e'I!-~-Ms~ees 

in the field of plumbing shall be examined as to his 

qualifications by the department, subject to section 

82A-1603 (4). The department shall examine each applicant 

for a license, to determine his skill and qualifications e.fte 

.f~'l!!'lese--.fe'l!'-ee.'l!'~y~ft!-eft-~fte-btts~!'leel!!-e.f as6a master plumber 

or journeyman plumber7~ e.fta--~.f--~he The applicant ~ 

successfully passee passing the examination prescribed by 

the board, then shall be issued a license sft«ii-ee-~e.~ea-~e 

~he-e.~iee.ft~ au~~orizing him to engage in the bttS~ftess--e.fta 

eeett~e.~~eft--e.f field of plumbing ~ a master plumber or 

journeyman plumber7-e.s-~fte-ee.t!!e-me.y-~~--~~e--iieeftee7--whe!'l 
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i~s~e«~--~~~h~!i:see--~-h~~er-~e-~~-eft-~e-~~fte~e-ei-~ 

Mee~~-p~~r-er-a-;eerfteymeft-p~~eer.,-es-~he-e~ee-m~y--~ 

ift-«fty-ei~y-~-~ewft in ~hie the state of Montana.~ 

Section 5. Section 66-2404, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

R66-2404. Application for license infonnation 

required-- individual -- firms or corporations. A person, 

firm, or corporation des iring to engage in or work in the 

e.tsiftet~e field of plumbing, either as a master plunber or as 

a journeyman plumber, in this state, shall eppiy make 

application to the department by filing a written 

application stating his place of residence, age, experience, 

and the place whe~ he has acquired his e~perience, and 

shall at a time and place designated by the board be 

examined as to his qualifications for ~e ~ license. In the 

case of a finn or corporation, the examination and !i:ee111.~ 

issuance of a license to efte-t~r-111~ an individual of the 

firm, or to ~l'l.e--IMI!Hl<Je~ a principal of the finn or 

corporation, satisfies the requirements of this act as to 

master plumbers, but not as to journeymen plumbers. 1!.-pei!'fJeft 

a.y-fte~ No individual, firm or corporation may do the work 

of a master plumber unless licensed under this act. 

A master plumber shall not allow his license to be used 

by any person, or firm, corporation, or business other than 

his CMn, for the purpose of obtaining permits, or for doing 
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plumbing work under his license.~ 

Section 6. 

~ad as follows: 

Section 66-2406, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

• 
~66-2406. Apprentices--rules--record. This act does 

not prohibit a person from working as an apprentice in the 

trade of plumbing with a plumber licensed by the department 

under the supervision of a licensed journeyman plwnber~--eftli 

'l!.ftlier--~he--ra~es--.. ce--ey-~----sli ONLY THOSE APPRENTICES 

REGISTERED WITH THE STATE APPRENTICESHIP BUREAU, LABOR 

STANDARDS DIVISION, WILL BE RECOGNIZED BY THE DEPARTMENT. 

The name and residence of each' apprentice, and the names and 

residences of their employers, shall be filed with the 

department, and a reoord shall be kept by the department-, 

ahewift!-~e-ft.aee-eftli-resiaeaeee-ef-~eae-eppeea-iees.• 

Section 7. Section 66-2411, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read .as follows: 

•66-2411. Penalty for violations--exceptions frum act. 

Imy person working at the e'l!.e!i:ftesa ~ of plumbing or 

maintaining· or conducting a plumbing shep business ift-SRy 

il\eerpeil'ftea-ri1<y---~e.m- !i::ft-~Ait1-e~e~e, or any individual 

er who.,--whi~--werkift~-~s~-~-~eiftee~er-pi~B~7-ehe~~ 

eeftfteri-pillmeu~-~e-er-aise-en connects or disconnects 

plumbing from7 a ;eublic water or sewer system e~--a-e-ei~y 

e~--~ewft~--wa~eh--serYee--~ae--peei!i:e-, in violation of any 

provisions of this act, or at a time when he is not exempt 
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from the provisions of this act pursuant to the provisions 

of a duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of such city or 

town shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon 

conviction thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction, 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars and 

not more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment in a 

county jail for a term not exceeding six (6) months, or 

both, for each separate offense1 provided, however, that 

this act shall not be construed to apply to, or affect, 

plumbing or pipefitting ift-efty-eme~~er7-mifte7-re~~eee-er 

mea~~ee~~~~~--~fte~s~~T as indicated in the section 

€6-2401(2) and section 65-2426 exceptions. ane-~ha~-fteeftift~ 

~ereift-ska~~-ee-eefte~~ee-~e-ef~e~-er~~eie-~-ef-~e--e~e~e 

e~-M~~afta-~~~~-eee~-r~ee-aftS-re!~~e~~efts~~ 

Section 8. Section 66-2415, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

D66-2415. Act not to ~~i~e-empieymeft~-ef-~~eefteee 

IMPOSE PENALTIES ON HIRING OF UNLICENSED plumbers. Nee~~ft! 

~ft--~~s--a~--s~a~~-ee-eefte~~ee-ee-~e~irift!-~~e~-~~eeftee~ 

pi~bers-be-empiey~-ift--~ke--pe~~~ftftee--e£--eftr--~~ift! 

w~kT This act shall not be construed as imposing any 

penalty on any person for hiring or contracting with an 

unlicensed person to do work in the field of plumbing. 

However, any person who shall himself engage in the field of 

plumbing at a time when he is not duly licensed shall be 
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subject to the penal ties imposed by this act." 

Section 9. Section 66-2416, R.C.}l. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

n66-2416. Minimum standards--state plumbing code--fee 

for copy of code. (1) The board shall by rule prescribe 

minimum standards which are uniform and which are thereafter 

effective for all ftew plumbing installations or maintenance, 

except where exempt by section 66-2426. ~e-~~ee-ehe~~ 

eeft~aift-~fte-m~ftim~-~e~i~meft~e-f~~~ift~-~--fer~k--in 

~e--Amer~eeft--e~anear~-na~iena~-pi~ein!-eeSeT-n~beree-~6A 

~•6T~-~9~7--en~--pah~ieftee--e~--~he--Amer~ean--eeeie~~---e£ 

meekan~ea~--eft!ift~a~--B~ee~-ee-pre¥~eee-in-e~eeee~~eft-~~t 

e~-~h~e-s~ien7-en ~ approval of the department of 

administration, department of health and environmental 

sciences and the attorney general, and ~ publication, the 

rules become the state plUFbing code and have the force of 

law. A copy of the code shall be supplied to each person 

licensed under sections 66-2401 through 66-2411, or any 

other interested person, for e--fee-ef-fte-m~e-~n-~i¥e 

~ia~e-~$~t an amount equal to the actual current cost of 

the code plus postage. 

(2) Rules relating to building and equipment standards 

covered by the state or a municipal building code are 

effective after approval by the departrrent of administration 

and filing with the secretary of state. • 
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Section 10. Section 66-2419, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2419. Revocation or suspension of license for work 

below minimum standards. Any ferson, tirm, or corporation 

licensed under the provisions of Title 66, chapter 24 of 

the laws of the state of Montana who ferforms plunbing work 

in efty-~~~~8~ft~-w~e~e~ the field of plumbing, below the 

minimum basic standards for plumbing as set forth in said 

state plumbing code Bfta~~-fte¥e is subject to having their 

license revoked or suspended by the state p~~ift~--eee~~ 

board of plumbers." 

Sectiqn 11. Section 66-2420, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

13 to read as follCMs: 

14 "66-2420. Revocation or suspension--initiation of 

15 proceedings--procedure. Proceedings for the revocation or 

16 suspension of a journeyman or master plumber's license may 

17 be taken by the board on its motion, for matters in its 

18 knowledge, or may be taken on the information of another. 

19 Accusations must be in writing, and verified by a party 

20 familiar with the facts chargee. On receiving the accusation 

21 the board shall, if it considers the accusation sufficient, 

22 tr.ake an order setting it for hearing, and requiring the 

23 accused to appear and answer the charge or accusation at the 

24 hearing7~ ift-~fte--~ft~y--ift--w~iek--~ke--e~~~ee--¥ieie~ieft 

25 e-i!'i!'e~T" 
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Section 12. Section 66-2426, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2426. Exceptions from act. This act shall not be 

construed to apply to, or to affect7-ift~-~~-~i&ft-ef-we~ei!' 

eeftai~~~--eer¥ieee--ift--~¥e~e--~eiiift~s--er plumbing 

installations in any mines, mills, smelters, refineries, 

i!'ea~~i&ft-werke7 public utilities, M«ft~fe~~i!'i~--ift~B~i!'iee 

railroads, or plumbing installations on farms having their 

own individual water supply or sewage disposal system." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 648 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH (BY REQUEST) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY UPDATE AND 

REVISE LA<>IS RELATING TO LICENSURE OF PLUMBERS; M!ENDING 

SECTIONS 66-2401, 66-2401.1, 66-2402, 66-2403, 66-2404, 

66-2406, 66-2411, 66-2415, 66-2416, 66-2419, 66-2420, AND 

66-2426, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT E.~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. 

read as follows: 

"66-2401. 

Section 66-2401, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

Plwnbers license required exception. 

J!l Any person working at the BHB~ReBe ~ of plumbing, 

in any incorporated cityL er town, or in any other•area 

served by a public water supply or a public sewer system in 

this state, either as a master plumber or as a journeyman 

plumber, or who, while working at the eae~Rees ~ of 

plumbing, shall connect pl~~ing to or disconnect plumbing 

from a wa~er-er-sewer-eye~eM-ef-e~eft-a-ei~y-er--~ewft7--Wft~eft 

ser¥ee--~e--~~i~e public water supply or public sewer 

system, shall first secure a state license as hereinafter 

provided. Provided that the council or commission of any 

city or town or board of directors or managers of a water or 

sewer district or water utility, in cases where a duly 
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licensed person or persons is ~ not reasonably available, 

may, by ordinance, rule or resolution duly adopted, and upon 

reasonable notice to the board of ~tiii\M!'I'!J--eK-it'le!!'e 

plumbers and upon their approval, authorize the practice e!l!. 

~fte-b~ei!'lese in the field of plumbing by a person or persons 

who have not obtained the state licenses as hereinafter 

provided until such time as a duly licensed person £! 

persons is !!..!!!. reasonably available. 

(2) Licensure is not requi:::ed in the following 

instances of plumbing installation: 

(a) Where an owner of a single family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use, makes the installation 

himself for all saniury plumbing and potable water supply 

piping; 

(b) In any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, or railroad; 

!'lee-e5t'lt'le~e~-~e-~-P!!¥e~e-er-!!~:ie-~~i:i~y-sye~m 

(c) In farms or ranches having their own private water 

supply and sewage disposal systems; 

{d) In cities and towns extending their own city water 

and sewer mains; 

(e) Installation of water conditioner services in 

~rivate dwellings.w 

Section 2. Section 66-2401.1, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2401.1. l:efinitions. Unless the context requires 
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otherwise, in this act: 

(1) "Board" means the board of plunbers, provided for 

in section 82A-l602.22; tmi!! 

(2) "Department" means the department of professional 

and occupational licensing, provided for in Title 82A, 

chapter 16'7L 

(3) "Public water supply" means any community well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

dispenser, or other water supplY that serves ten {10) or 

more families, or twenty-five (25) or more persons on a 

regular and continuous ba~is; 

(4) "Public sewer system" means any cmruron sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings, or any 

oti1er facility that serves the public; 

(5) "Journeyman plumber• means a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary pluming and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto; 

(6) "Master plunber• means a person who is authorized 

by this act to plan, estimate, bid, contract for, and 

supervise plumbing work; and 

(7) "Field of plumbing" means the business, trade or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, alteration 

or repair of pluntling and drainage systems or parts 

thereof. n 
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Section 3. Section 66-2402, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2402. Application for state license 

qualifications of licensees. (1) A person desiring to work 

at the business of plumbing in a-e~~y-er-~ewft the state of 

Montana shall file his application for a license with the 

department, and shall at the time and place designated by 

the board, be examined as to his qualifications for working 

in this business. 

(2f The following requirements shall 

applicants for a license: 

(a) For journeyman plumbers: 

(i) A specific record of f~.e--+i~ 

experience in the field of plumbing, of 

be met by 

four {4) years 

a character 

satisfactory to the board. This experience requirement may 

be fulfilled by working ~~ye-~5~ four (4) years in a major 

phase of the plumbing business, or by completing an 

apprenticeship program meeting the standards set by the 

department of labor and industry or the United States 

department of labor, bureau of apprenticeship, or credit 

towards this experience requirement may be given for tine 

spent attending an accredited trade or other schools 

specializing in training of value in the ~i~~ft~-~~Sifteee 

field of plumbing and approved by the board. 

(ii) Satisfactory completion of an examination 
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conducted by the department, subject to section B2A-l603 

(4), testing the applicant's ~efte~~~ knowledge ef--s~~ee~s 

~eeess~~--~~--~~ift~7-~~~~ft~-ft~s-~ew~ee~e of techniques 

and methods employed in the ~~~~--~s~ftess field of 

plumbing, and establishing by practical demonstration his 

competence in the special skills required in the field of 

plurrb ing. 

(iii) A licensed journeyman plumber may perform work 

only in the employment of a licensed master plumber unless 

otherwise permitted by rule of the board. 

(b) For master plumbers: 

(i) Evidence of f~ve-*6T four (4) years,experience as a 

journeyman plumber in the field of plull'bing of a character 

satisfactory to the board. 

(ii) Evidence of three (3) years experience in 

supervisory capacities in the ~~~~~-e~s~ess field of 

plumbing, which may run concurrently with the requirement in 

(i) above. 

(iii) Satisfactory completion of ~~ examination for 

master plumbers testing his knowledge of the ~~me~ft~ 

letteiftess field of plumbing and demonstrating his <fe~~~~-i~e~-i~,-

skill and ability wi~ft---etttliftess---~~~-iees---ft~e~~,. 

eft~ft~e~e~--ift--~fte--~~~~~~--~s~ess in the field of 

plumbing. 

(iv) A master plumber is not authorized to perform the 
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work of a journeyman plumber unless he is also licensed as a 

journeyman plumber. A licensed master plumber may employ 

apprentice and only journeyman plumbers who are licensed by 

the state of Montana, in the conduct of his business and 

shall be responsible for assuring that all work performed by 

such emploxees shall be in compliance with the state 

plumbing code. • 

Section 4. Section 66-2403, R.C.M. 19~7, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2403. COmpensation--examination of applicants. (1) 

A membP.r of the board is entitled to r. compensation ~ 

~ of twenty dollars ($20) plus per diem for each day 

while actually engaged· in the work of the board. 

(2) An applicant for a license to work e~-~e-l!ltls!:fteee 

in the field of plumbing shall be examined as to his 

qualifications by the department, subject to section 

B2A-1603 (4). The department shall examine each applicant 

for a license, to determine his skill and qualifications ~ft~ 

fi~fteee--fer-ee~~,.ift~-eft-~ft~e~s-iftese-ef ~ a master plumber 

or journeyman plumber.,.:. !!lft~--if--~fte The applicant ~ 

successfully ~e&ee passing the examination prescribed by 

the board, then shall be issued a license sftfi~-i-ee--i-et!ft!ee-~e 

~fte-e~ieeft~ authorizing him to engage in the ~~-eifteee--efta 

eee~~~ieft--ef field of plumbing ~ a master plumber or 

journeyman plurnber.,-e-e-~fle-eese-me,--~--~~--~ieeftee7 --Wkeft 
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i~~~ee..,--~~~he~i~ee-~fte-fteieer-~e-ea~~-en-~he-~~ifte~e-ef-~ 

mae~~pi~r-~-e-~~~fteymeft-pi~~~..,-~e-~he-eeee-m~y--ee7 

-u.--:r-ri~y-~-~-ft in ~fti~ ~ state of Montana." 

Section s. Section 66-2404, R,C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows : 

"66-2404. A~plication for license information 

required -- individual -- firms or corporations. A person, 

firm, or corporation desiring to engage in or work in the 

~eiftese ~ of plumbing, either as a master plurrber or as 

a journeyman plulltler, in this state, shall ~ppiy ~ 

application to the · department by filing a written 

application stating his place of residence, age, experience, 

and the place where he has acquired his e~perience, and 

shall at a time and place designated by the board be 

examined as to his qualifications for ~e ~ license. In the 

case of a firm or corporation, the examination and ieeeift~ 

issuance of a license to ene-f~r-member an individual of the 

firm, or to ~he--meft~~ei! a principal of the firm or 

corporation, satisfies the requirements of this act as to 

master plumbers, but not as to journeymen plumbers. ll-~een 

m~:r-fte~ No individual, firm or corporation may do the work 

of a master plumber unless licensed under this act. 

A master plumber shall not allow his license to be used 

by any person, or firm, corporation, or business other than 

his own, for the purpose of obtaining pennits, or for doing 
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plumbing work under his license. • 

Section 6. Section 66-2406, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2406. Apprentices--rules--record. This act does 

not prohibit a person from working as an apprentice in the 

trade of plumbing with a plumber licensed by the department 

under the supervision of a licensed journeyrran plumber..,--efte 

~aer--~fte--~~ee--meee--ey-~fte-eee~ ONLY THOSE APPRENTICES 

REGISTERED WITH THE STATE APPRENTICESHIP BUREAU, LABOR 

STANDARDS DIVISION, WILL BE RECCGNIZED BY THE DEPARI'MENT. 

The name and residence of each' apprentice, and the names and 

residences of their employers, shall be filed with the 

department, and a record shall be kept by the department., 

shewil\9-~e-ftemee-efte-reeiaefteee-er-~eee-eppreft~i~.· 

Section 7. Section 66-2411, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2411. Penalty for violations--exceptions from act. 

Any person working at the heeiftees ~ of plumbing or 

maintaining or conducting a plumbing eftep business ift-&ft!' 

tfte~~e~ee-ei~y-er-~ewft-ift-~ftis-e~e~e, or any individual 

~ whOT--whi~e--we~~ift~--~~-~e-~eiftess-er-pi~&ift97-sl!.e~~ 

eeftfte~-piameift~-~e-~-eieeenft~ QOnnects or disconnects 

plumbing from., a public water or sewer system e.f-sttel!.-s-ei~:r 

e~--~-..,--w!oliel!.--eervee--~e--~Mie.., in violation of any 

provisions of this act, or at a time when he is not exempt 
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from the provisions of this act pursua~t to the provisions 

of a duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of such city or 

town shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon 

conviction thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction, 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars and 

not more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment in a 

county jail for a term not exceeding six (6) months, or 

~ tor each separate offense1 provided, however, that 

this act shall not be construed to apply to, or affect, 

p1urrbing or pipefitting ift-efty-eme~~~7-m~e7-~e~~read-er 

111168 ti-t'eet·t!:!!~~ -- ~ftd ti5~ry.T as indicated in the section 

E6-2401(2) and section 65-2426 exceptions. 4ftd-~fie~-ft~ft~~ 

fiere~ft-efia~~-ee-eefte~aed-~e-a~~ee~-er~~e~e-~-e~-~e--e~e~e 

e~-Meft~efte-~~aM~ft~-eeee,-raiee-aftd-r~ti~a~~efte~" 

Section 8. Section C6-2415, R.C.J.!. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2415. Act not to r~ai~e-em~eymeft~-er-~ieefteed 

I;v;POSE PENALTIES ON HIRING OF UNLICENSED plumbers. NMfiift~ 

~ft--~fi~e--aee--efie~~-ee-eefte~~ed-ee-~~irift~-~fie~-~ieefteed 

~~~s-ee-empieyed-ift--~fie--~er~~ftftee--e~--efty--~amhift~ 

Wei!'li:T This act shall not be construed as imposing any 

penalty on any person for hiring or contracting with an 

unlicensed person to do work in the field of plumbing. 

However, any person who shall himself engage in the field of 

plumbing at a time when he is not duly licensed shall be 
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subject to the penal ties imposed by this act." 

Section 9. Section 66-2416, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2416. Minimum standards--state plumbing code--fee 

for copy of code. (1) The board shall by rule prescribe 

minimum standards which are uniform and which are thereafter 

effective for all ftew plumbing installations or maintenance, 

except where exemp~ by section 66-2426. ~he-ra~ee-ehe~~ 

eea~aift-~he-miftimem-~e~i~emeft~e-~&r-pi~ift~-e~--~er~--ift 

~e--~erieaft--s~eftd&rd-fte~iefte~-~i~ift~-ee&e,-ft~~ered-ASA 

A~~~~-~9~5,--eftd--~aa~isfied--By--~fie--Amerieeft--eeei~y---er 

meefiaftiee~--eft~ifteereT--B~ee~~-ee-~re¥ided-ift-stieseeeieft-t~t 

e£-~fi~e-s~ieft,-e~ ~ approval of the department of 

aaministration, department of health and environmental 

sciences and the attorney general, and ~ publication, the 

rules become the state plUirbing code and have the force of 

law. A copy of the code shall be supplied to each person 

licensed under sections 66-2401 through 66-2411, or any 

other interested person, for e--fee-ef-~e-mere-~eft-~i¥e 

~&i~e~e-t$~+ an amount equal to the actual current cost of 

the code plus postage. 

(2) Rules relating to building and equipment standards 

covered by the state or a municipal building code are 

effective after approval by the departrrent of administration 

and filing with the secretary of state.• 

-10- HB 648 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

HB 0648/02 

Section 10. Section 66-2419, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

~66-2419. Revocation or sus pens ion of license for work 

below minimum standards. Any person, firm, or corporation 

licensed under the provisions of Title 66, chapter 24 of 

the laws of the state of Montana who performs plunbing work 

in tfty-~~~~~ift~-w~a~eee¥~ the field of plumbing, below the 

minimum basic standards for plumbing as set forth in said 

state plumbing code eha~~-~e is subject to having their 

license revoked or suspended by the state p~~ift~--eee~~ 

11 board of plumbers.~ 
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Sectiqn 11. Section 66-2420, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

~6 6-2420. Revocation or suspension--initiation of 

proceedings--procedure. Proceedings for the revocation or 

suspension of a journeyman or master plumber's license may 

be taken by the board on its mot ion, for matters in its 

knowledge, or may be taken on the infonnation of another. 

Accusations must be in writing, and verified by a party 

familiar with the facts charged. On receiving the accusation 

the board shall, if it considers the accusation sufficient, 

make an order setting it for hearing, and requiring the 

accused to appear and answer the charge or accusation at the 

hearing7~ ~ft-~fte--eeeft~Y--~ft--~ieft--~fte--aii~~--¥ieia~ieft 

-~~e~~~ 
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Section 12. Section 66-2426, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

w66-2426. Exceptions from act. This act shall not be 

construed to apply to, or to affectT-~fte~eiia~ieft-~-we~e~ 

eeft~i~~oner--eer.~eee--~ft--pri¥a~e--~ei~ift~e--~ plumbing 

installations in any mines, mills, smelters, refineries, 

~e~~~~eft-w~~e~ public utilities, Meft~~ee~~rift~--ift~~e~~~ee 

railroads, or plumbing installations on farms having their 

own individual water supply or sewage disposal system.~ 

-End-
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March 22, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ~LATIONS 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 648 

That House Bill No. 648, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend puge 2, section 1, line 14. 
Following: "piping;" 
Insert: "or, where a mobile home dealer makes such installation 

to existing facilities as part of delivering and 
setting up a mobile home for a purchaser:" 

2. Amend page 2, section 1, line 22. 
Following: "dwellings" 
Strike: " " 
Insert: U • II 

I 

3. Amend page 2, section 1, line 22. 
Following: line 22 
Insert: 11 (f) Minor work by employees or agents of an appliance 

dealer, incidental to the installation of an appliance 
purchased from the dealer." 



March 26, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 648 

That House Bill No. 648, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 9, section 7, lines 6 through 7 and 8. 
Following: "dollars" 
Strike: "or imprisonment in a county jail for a term not 

exceeding six (6) months, or both," 
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HOUSE BILL ~l:J. 648 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH (BY REQUEST) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •A.'i Ar:r TO GENERALLY UPDATE AND 

REVISE LAWS RELATING TO LICENStrnE OF PLUMBERS: AMENDING 

SECTIONS 66-2401, 66~2401.1, 66-2402, 66-2403, 66-2404 1 

66-2406, 66-2411, 66-2415, 66-2416, 66-2419, 66-2420, AND 

66-2426, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST~ OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 66-2401, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•66-2401. Plumbers license required exception. 

ill Any person working at the h11s!i:fte!tl!t ~ of pltaabi.Ag, 

in any incorporated cityL e~ town,.or in any other area 

served by a public water supply or a public sewer system in 

this state, either as a master plumber or as a journeyman 

plumber, or who, while working at the e11s!:~tese ~ of 

plumbing, shall connect plumbing to or disconnect plumbing 

from a va~~-e~-sewe~-sys~-e§-seeh-a-e!:~y-e~--~y--whiek 

se~es--~he--pebi!:e oublic water SupPlY or public sewer 

system, shall first secure a state license as hereinafter 

?rovided. Provided that the council or commission of any 

city or town or board of directors or managers of a water or 

sewer district or water utility, in 
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licensed person or persons !:s ~not reasonably available, 

may, by ordinance, rule or resolution duly adopted, and upon 

reasonable notice to the board of p*ll:m&*ft~---eK~fte~s 

plumbers and upon their apgroval, authorize the practice ef 

w.e-aweiftess in the field of plumbing by a person or pe·rsons 

who have not obtained ~~e state licenses as hereinafter 

provided until such tL~e as a duly licensed person ~ 

oersons !:s ~ reasonably available. 

(2) Licensure is not required in the following 

instances of plu~bing installation: 

(a) Where an owner of a single family residence used 

exclusively for his personal use, makes the installation 

himself for all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply 

pipingr_ QR, · \~HERE A !-laBILE HOME DEALER ~1A..IU:S SUCH 

INSTALLATiON TO EXISTING FACILITIES AS PART OF DELIVERING 

AND SETTING UP A !-iOBILE HOME FOR A PURCHASERJ 

(b) In any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, or railroadJ 

llM-e&ftlle~s-~e-a-e~!:¥eot:e-e~-.r1lhHe-•~H·~%-!t}'l!t~e!ll 

(c) In farms or ranches having their own private water 

supply and sewage disposal systemsJ 

(d) In cities and towns extending their own city water 

and sewer mainsJ 

(e) Installation of water conditioner services in 

orivate dwellings~L 

(F) MINOR WORK BY EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS OF AN APPLIANCE 

-2- HB 648 
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DEALER, INCIDENTAL TO THE INSTALLATION OF AN APPLIANCE 

PURCHASED F~0!-1. THE DEALER. • 

Section 2. Section 66-2401. 1, R. c .~-t. 1947, is amended 

to read as· follows: 

•66-2401.1. Definitions. Unless t3e context requires 

otherwise, in this act: 

(1) "Board" means the board of plumbers, provided for 

in section 82A-1602.22; afte 

(2) "Department• means the department of professional 

and occupational licensing, provided for in Title 82A, 

chapter 16~L 

(3) •Public water supply• means any community well, 

water hauler for cisterns, water bottling plant, water 

disoenser, or other water supoly that serves ten (10) or 

more families, or twenty-five (25} or more persons on a 

regular and continuous basis; 

(4) "Public sewer system• means any common sewer 

carrying liquid wastes from two or more dwellings, or any 

other facility that serves the public; 

(5) ".Journeyman _plumber" mea:1s a person who is 

authorized to make installation of all sanitary plumbing and 

potable water supply piping and appliances connected 

thereto; 

(6) "'1aster plumber• means a person who is authorized 

by this act to ~Ian, estimate, bid, contract for, and 
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superliS$ pllllllbing work; and 

(7) •P'ield of olumbing• means the business, trade or 

work having to do with the installation, removal, alteration 

or repair of plumbing _and --~rainage systems or parts 

thereof,• 

Section 3. Section 66-2402, R.c.r~. 1947, is aJrended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2402, Application ~or state license 

qualifications of licensees. {1) A person desiring to work 

at the business of plumbing in a-e~~y-er-~ew" the state of 

·~ntana shall file his application for a license with the 

department, and ~hall at the time and place designated by 

the board, be examined as to his qualifications for working 

in this business, 

(2) The following requirements shall be met by 

applicants far a license: 

(a) For journeyman plumbers: 

(i} A specific record of f~ve--~5~ four (4} years 

experience in the field of plumbing, of a character 

satisfactory to the board. This experience requirement may 

be fulfilled by working f*¥e-~5~ four (4} years in a major 

~~ase of the rylumbing business, or by completing an 

_a~prenticeship ryrogra~ meeting the standards set by ~~e 

de?artment of labor and industry or ti1e United States 

department of labor, bureau of apprenticeship, or credit 
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towards this ex~erience requirement may be given for time 

spent attending an accredited trade or other schools 

specializing in training of value in the ~i~~~~-e~~~~ess 

field of plumbing and ap~roved by the board. 

{ii) Satisfactory completion of an examination 

conducted by the department, subject to section 82A-l603 

(4), testing the a?plicant's ~e~e~ei knowledge e~--s~;ee~ 

~eees~ary--~e--~ia~i~~7-eese~~~-a~~-~ftewiea~e of techniques 

and methods employed in the ~iambi~~--e~~~es~ field of 

~lumbing, and establishing by practical demonstration his 

competence in the special skills required in the field of 

pl~~ing. 

(iii) A licensed journeyman plumber may perform work 

only in the emolovment of a licensed master plumber unless 

otherwise permitted by rule of the board. 

(b) For master ?lumbers: 

(i) ~vidence of 4~¥e-fS~ four (4) years experience as a 

journevman plumber in the field of plumbing of a character 

satisfactory to the board. 

{iil Svidence of three (3) years experience in 

supervisory capacities in the ~i~~~~-eas~fte~S field of 

?lumbing, which may run concurrently with the requirement in 

(i) above. 

(iii) Satisfactory completion of an examination for 

master plumbers testing his knowledge of the ~iamb~~~ 
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~ss~ftes~ field of plumbing and demonstrating his ~amiiia~~~1 

skill and ability w~~---b~s~ftess---~rae~ees---fte~aiiy 

eftee~ft~erea--ift--e8e--~iaM&~ft~--8~~~~e~~ in the field of 

olumbing. 

(iv) A master plumber is not authorized to perform the 

work of a journeyman plumber unless he is also licensed as a 

journevman plumber. A licensed master plumber may employ 

apprentice and only journeyman plumbers who are licensed by 

the state of ~ontana, in the conduct of his business and 

shall be responsible for assuring that all work performed by 

such employees shall be in compliance with the state 

olumbing code.• 

Section 4. Section 66-2403, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2403. Compensation examination of applicants. 

(1) A member of the board is entitled to a compensation in 

the amount of twenty dollars ($20) plus per diem for each 

day while actually engaged in t~e work of the board. 

(2) An applicant for a license to work a~-~e--e~s*ftess 

in the field of ?lambing shall be examined as to his 

qualifications by the department, subject to section 

32~-1503 (4). The department shall examine each applicant 

for a license, to deternine his skill and qualifications afte 

~iefte~s-~e~-ear~*ft~-e~-~he-e~~~fte~~-e~ ~ a master plumber 

or journeyman plumbery~ ~e--i~--~e ~ applicant upon 
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successfullY ~a55e~ passing the examination prescribed by 

t':le ':Jo.'lrd, t:~e:'1 shall be issued a license 5!ta3:3:-ee-i55>:ted-~e 

oehe--a!'l!>'<±e"lft~ authorizing hin t.o s-ngage in the bHaifteaa--e 

~eel:!~~~±a!l-a~ field of nlumbing ~ a master ?lumber or 

journe'~an ~lumber7--aa-~~e-eaae-~ay-~e~--~~e-'<±eeft!te7-wl\eft 

±aaHed7-aH~ha~±~ea-~he-he'<~e~-~e-ea~ry-eft-~he-bHa~ftea!t-e~--a 

~a!t~e~--~3:H~e~-a~-a-~e>:t~fteyMaft-~3:H~e~7-aa-~~e-eaae-~ay-ee7 

±ft--y-e±~y-e~-~ew!l in -eh±!t the state of :1ontana. • 

Section 5. Section 66-2404, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"66-2404. Application for license information 

required -- individual -- firms or corporations. A person, 

firm, or corporation desiring to engage in or work in the 

b>:tainea!t field of ~lumbing, either as a master plumber or as 

a journeyman olumber, in this state, shall a~~3:y make 

ao~lication to ~~e department by filing a written 

ap~lication stating his place of residence, age, experience, 

and the Dlace where he has acquired his experience, and 

shall at a ti~e and place designated by the board be 

examined as to his ~ualifications for -ehe ~ license. In the 

case of a firm or corporation, the examination and iaaH±ft~ 

issuance of a license to efte-~3:r-me~e~ an individual of the 

firn, or to ~he--!11-e~e~ a principal of the firm or 

corporation, satisfies the requirements of this act as to 

master plumbers, but not as to journeymen plumbers. A-~e~a~ 
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me~-fte~ No individual, firm or corporation may do the work 

of a master plumber unless licensed under this act. 

A master plumber snall not allow nis license to be used 

by any person, or firm, corporation, or business ocner tnan 

his own, for the purpose of obtaining permits, or for Qoing 

plumbing work under nis license.• 

Section 6. Section 66-2406, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•66-2406. Apprentices rules record. rnis act 

does not pronibit a person from working as an apprentice in 

the trade of plumbing with a plumber licensed by the 

department under the supervision of a licensed journeyman 

plumoer7--~~--~ae~--~e-~~~es-meae-ey--efte-eeare ~Y ~rlOS~ 

APPRENTICES REGISTERED WITH TH.E STATE M'Pflij*'fi€li6!UP ill:iibiM!z 

DN~eR-S'FAri~JitRBS-Bii!YitS£9dz DBPARTMEHT OF LABOR A••u Li:XS.lRY 

WILL il.i:: RECOG.UZED BY THE DE.PARTME<'IT. The name and residence 

of each apprentice, and the names and residences of tneir 

employers, shall be filed with the department, and a record 

shall be kept by the departmentT--s~ew~ft~-efte-~-aa~ 

~es~deftees-e£-e~ese-app~eftoe~ees." 

Section 7. Section 66-2411, R.C.M. 1947, is amenried to 

read as follows: 

"66-2411. Penalty for violations exceptio~ from 

act. Any person working at the b~iftess ~ of pl~iz~ or 

maintaining or conducting a plumbing s~ep business ~ 

-a- ~ 646 
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inee~era~ee--ei~y--er-~ewn-~n-~~~-~~aee, or any individual 

e~ who7-w~i~e-we~k~n~-ae-~~e--e~~~ne~,--e!--~~~~ft~7--efta~* 

eennee~--~~~in~--~e--e~-e~eeenneee connects or disconnects 

rylurnbing from7 a public water or sewer system e~-e~ea-a-ei~y 

er-~ewn7-w~ieh--ee~es--ehe--~~iie7 in violation of any 

provisions of this act, or at a time when he is not exempt 

from the provisions of this act pursuant to the provisions 

of a duly enacted and subsisting ordinance of such city or 

town shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon 

conviction thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction, 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars and 

not more than one hundred dollars er--~mpr~eeftBeft~--in--a 

eettn~y--;a~~--~er--a--eerm--ne~-eKeeeeift!-e~K-i6+-me~T-e~ 

be~ft7 for each separate offense; provided, however, that 

this act shall not be construed to apply to, or affect, 

olurnbing or pipefitting in-any-eme~eer,--~ne7--rai*reaa--er 

man~faee~Pin~---~nefte~ryT as indicated in the section 

66-2401(2) and section 65-2426 exceptions. ane-~a~-ne~~ft~ 

~e~ein--eha~*-he-eene~Pftee-ee-a!!eee-areie~e-VE-e!-ehe-e~aee 

e!-~eneana-p~~in~-eeae7-r~~ee-ane-re~~a~~e~e~ 8 

Section 8. Section 66-2415, R.C.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follmvs: 

"66-2415. Act not to req~i~e--e~~~n~--e~-*ieeneee 

I~OSE PENALTIES ON HI~G OF UNLICENSED plumbers. Ne~in~ 

in-eh~e-aee-e~a~~-he-eene~Pftee-ae--req~rin~--~a~--~ieeneea 
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ei~ere--ee--e~ieyee--~n--~-~er~ermanee-ef-any-p~~in~ 

werk~ This act shall not be construed as imposing any 

penalty on any person for hiring or contracting with an 

unlicensed person to do work in the field of plumbing. 

However, any person who shall himself engage in the field of 

plumbing at a time when he is not duly licensed shall be 

subject to the penalties imposed by this act.~ 

Section 9. Section 66-2416, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

~66-2416. Minimum standards -- state plumbing code 

fee for copy of code. (1) The board shall by rule prescribe 

minimum standards which are uniform and which are thereafter 

effective for all new plumbing installations or maintenance, 

except where exempt by section 66-2426. ~e--r~ies--sha~~ 

eeaeaia--~fte--~nim~-P~~i~emeft~e-ier-~~~~a~-se~-fereft-ift 

~-Ameriean-seaneard-naeienai-~~~~a~-eeeeT--n~eree--~A 

A4&T8-i9557---ane--p~~~ehed--ey--~e--Amer~eea--eeeie~y--e~ 

meehanieai-ea~~ne~re~-6xeep~-as-pre¥ieee-in--e~eee~~en--fit 

e£--~hie--ee~~*en7--en Upon approval of the department of 

administration, department of health and environmental 

sciences and the attorney general, and upon publication, the 

rules become the state plumbing code and have the force of 

law. A copy of the code shall be supplied to each person 

licensed under sections 66-2401 through 66-2411, or any 

other interested ?erson, for a-~-e~--ne--mere--~aa--~~¥e 
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ee~~ar~--~$5~ ~n amo•mt equal t0 the actual ~~rren~ cost of 

the code plus oostage. 

(2) Rules relating to building and equipment standards 

covered by the state or a municipal building code are 

effective after approval by the department of administration 

and filing with t~e secretary of state.• 

Section 10. Section 56-2419, R.C.~. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2419. Revocation or suspension of license for work 

below minimum standards. .~y person, firm, or corporation 

licensed under the provisions of Title 66, chapter 24 of 

the laws of the state of Montana who performs plumbing work 

in ~y-b~~~a~ft~-wfta~~eever the field of plumbing, below the 

minimum basic standards for plumbing as set forth in said 

state plumbing code ~ftft~r-have is subject to having their 

license revoked or suspended by t~e state ~i~~ft~-beara 

17 board of plumbers.• 

18 Section 11. Section 66-2420, R.C.~. 1947, is amended 

19 to read as follows: 

20 "66-2420. Revocation or suspension -- initiation of 

21 proceedings -- procedure. Proceedings for the revocation or 

22 suspension of a journeyman or master plumber's license may 

23 be taken by the bo~rd on its motion, for matters in its 

24 knowledge, or may be taken on the information of another. 

25 Accusations must be in writing, and verified by a party 
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familiar with the facts charged. On receiving the accusation 

L~e board shall, if it considers the accusation sufficie~t, 

make an order setting it for hearing, and requiring ~ 

accused to appear and answer the charge or accusation at tae 

hearing7~ ~ft--~fte--ee~~y--~-w~~eh--~e-a~~e~ea-•ie~a~eft 

eee~rrea~· 

Section 12. Section 66-2426, R.C.~. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"66-2426. Exceptions from act. This act shall not ~ 

construed to apply to, or to affecty-~ft~~a~ra~~e~-&f-~ 

eeftai~~efteP---~erviee~--~ft--~r~va~--awei~~ft~~-eP plumb1ag 

installations in any mines, mills, smelters, refine~, 

pea~e~ieft--weP~~7 public utilities, Maft~~ae~~Pift~-~ 

railroads, or pllli~bing installations on farms having ~Lr 

own individual water supply or sewage disposal system.• 

-End-
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