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4 ?~ BILl. FOR nAN ACT TO PFOVI )£ F'OR 

5 riEl~ISTFJ'c'l'IOi: TO VOTE BY MAIL; A_MEWING SECTION 23-3006, 

6 P..C.H. 19~7." 

7 

2 BE IT ER'\CTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAN.I': 

~ Section l. Section 23-3006, h.C.N. 1947, is amended to 

10 read as follows: 

11 "23-3006. Method of registering--absent electors in 

12 tr.2 l!ni ted States service--felony provisions. (1) l1n elector 

13 ulay register by appearing before the registrar or deputy 

14 rec;istrar in the county in which C.e resides and by: 

15 (a) Answering any questions asked by tre registrar 

16 concerning ite!'l:o of information called for by registry 

17 cards; 

18 (b) Signing and verifying or affirming the affinavit or 

19 affidavits on the back of the card. 

20 (2) An elector may register by mailing, postage paid, 

21 a properly completed registration card to the registrar or 

22 deputy registrar in the county in which he resides any time 

23 prior to the close of registration for any election. A 

24 registration card that is postmarked no later than 11:59 

25 p.m. on the day of the (1lose of registration or received on 
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the next working day shall be considered timely. 

~~tilL Any elector in the United States service who is 

abaent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register Dy: 

(a) Mailing the registry card filled out and signed 

under oath to the registrar, or 

(b) Mailing the federal post card application filled 

out and signed under oath to the registrar. 

~3tl!l A person is guilty of a felony and upon 

conviction shall be imprisoned in the state prison for not 

less than one (l) nor more than three (3) years, if: 

(a) He falsely personates another and causes the person 

so personated to be registered; or, 

(b) Falsely represents his name or other information 

required by registration to any registrar or deputy 

registrar and causes his name to be registered; or, 

(c) Causes any name to be placed upon the registry 

lists other than in the manner provided by this act." 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE BILL NO, 647 

INTRODUCED BY JAMES MOORE, MULAR, JOHNSON 1 LESTER, 

DUSSAULT, KELLY, FINLEY, VINCENT, SCULLY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PRO VI DE FOR 

REGISTRATION TO VOTE BY MAIL; AMENDING SECTION 23-3006, 

R.C.M. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 23-3722 AND 23-3723, 

R. C.M. 194 7. • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF 'DIE STATE OF MJNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3006, R. C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-3006. Method of registering absent 'electors in 

the United States service felony provisions. (1) An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar or 

deputy registrar in the county in which he resides and by: 

(a) Answering any questions asked by the registrar 

conceming items of information called for by registry 

cards; 

(b) Signing and verifying or affirming the affidavit 

or affidavits on the back of the card. 
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(2} AN ELECTOR MAY REGISTER BY MAILING, POSTAGE PAID, 

A PROPERLY COO:PLETED REGISTRY CARD TO THE REGISTRAR IN THE 

COUNTY IN WHICH HE RESIDES. 

(A} THE REGISTRAR SEALL SEND REGISTRY CARDS FOrt MAIL 

REGISTRATICNS TO ALL PERSONS REQUESTING THEM, WHETHER THE 

APPLICATION IS MADE IN WRITING OR BY TELEPHONE, AND SHALL, 

IN ADDITION, ARRANGE FOR THE CARDS TO BE AVAILABLE FROM CITY 

AND TOWN CLERKS WITHIN THE COONTY AND ~'lAY ARRANGE FOR THEM 

TO BE AVAILABLE AT OTHER LOCATIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY. THE 

MAIL REGISTRY CARD ·sHALL BE IN THE FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 

(B) THE ELECTOR SHALL COMPLETE, SIGN, AND EITHER 

VERIFY OR AFFIRM THE REGISTRY CARD BEFORE A NOI'ARY PUBLIC OR 

Ol'HER OFFICER EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS, OR, COMPLETE 

AND SIGN THE CARD AND OBTAIN THE SIGNJ\TURE, ADDRESS AND 

VOI'ING PRECINCT OF AT LEAST ONE REGISTERED VOI'ER IN THE 

COUNTY, WHO SHALL WITNESS FOR THE FACTS STATED ON THE 

REGISTRY CARD. 

{C} THE REGISTRATION CARD MUST BE "RFSETVED ON OR 

BEFORE THE DAY OF THE CLOSE OF REGISTRJ>..TION. 

(D) UPON RECEIPT OF 1', PROPERLY EXECPTED ?_"SGTS'l'Rv CARD 

THE COUNTY REGISTR,l'._R SHALL CAUSE TO BE SENT TO Tl"'- "Sil VOTER 
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A POSTCAl!l} 1!FI"'lmmG REGXS'l"DnOf MD GIVDIG 'ftm' ~l'Oif Of' 

TUB '\'lUtER" S P(ll£Ll])1G PLACE. Ollf '!"81! l'ACB Oil' '!B tr~:rar 

S'liALL BE PRDJ'J'ED TB1" 110J!DS, "DO IDJ!!' I"'illilm, ~ POB.rJlGE 

.. Gt1~. 

5 i* ill Any elector in tile united Stat:es service wbcf 

6 is absent from the stat:e and the eounty of wbidJ he is a 

7 res ide!tt: may reqist:er by= 

B ( aJ Jfailin<J the reqi.atl'y card filled oat md s i~ 

9' \lnl»r aat:!t to the I:e<Ji~Jt:rar, or 

10 (b) Prailing ~e :fed'eral post card appllcati.cn filled 

11 out cmd siqned under oath to t:be r~strar:. 

12 T.fio ill A penna is guilty of a felony ana upaa 

ll cccrviction sftall be illlprlscmed iD t:be state p;isCID for ~ 

14 iefto t!tt- -e flJ - liiOXe t:h- three fl) yeal!S, if: 

15 {a} He falaely persOIUit::.e!J alllOt:her aacJ ca.,_ the 

16 person so ,_xscaatt.ali tc be re<;iRe:nld~ or. 

17 (bt !1'alsel.y :ftp:l'eS'4!nt:S hi.s name or other infcmRatiCD 

lll required' ~ m!jlisuei'He !:e 1!1117" ftl!l'ilfb'esr - ......,. 

19 ~- 111111 -e• l!ie ~~- ~ J8e- Zld!li.eeft!li UJ!ICII! HIS 

2-0 REGXSTR!' CUID, AND CAII'SES 01't ~ '1'0 CMlR J!mC:lS'I'RmiCR 

21 Wl'l'llf 1!IIE Cltli!IJ'f or. 

22 {cJ CaE!:S'es any name to be placed upon the reqist%7 

23 lists Cl't:h·er than irt the manner provided by this act:r; OR, 

24 ~Dl S:!GSS A lillGIS'lrlft CARD ~y ii'I'l'liiESSING 1lltY 

2'5 FALSE' -- ···~-~~~ -~~ --~~ • 
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S~Ial 2. SEC'l'ICIIS 23-3722 8!1 23-3723, lt.C.M. l!t47, 

ARB RE'RAIED. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 647 

INTRODUCED BY JAMES MOORE 1 MOLAR, JOHNSON, LESTER, 

DUSSAlJLT, KELLY, FINLEY, VINCENT, SCULLY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN Acr TO PROVIDE FOR 

REGISTRATION TO VOTE BY MJIIL; Jl.l'ENDING SEc:fiON 23-3006, 

R.C.M. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 23-3722 AND 23-3723, 

R. C.M. 194 7. • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3006, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-3006. ~ethod of registering -- absent electors in 

the United States service felony pro vis ions. ( l) An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar or 

deputy registrar in the county in which he resides and by: 

(a) Answering any questions asked by the registrar 

concerning items of information called for by registry 

~r~; 

(b} Signing and verifying or affirrr~ng the affidavit 

or affidavits on the back of the card. 
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p:M~--eft-~fie-eey-~-~fie-e~eee-e~-~,iee~e~±eA-&r-~eee±¥e«-eft 

the-fte~~-~kift,-ear:eha~~-ee-eefteiee~ee-~±me~y~ 

(2) AN ELECTOR !lAY REGISTER BY ~AILING, POSTAGE PAID, 

A PROPERLY COMPLETED REGISTRY CARD TO THE REGISTRAR IN THE 

COUNTY IN WHIOI HE RESIDES. 

(A) THE REGISTRAR SHALL SEND REGISTRY CARDS FOR MAIL 

REGISTRATICNS TO ALL PERSONS REQUESTING THEM, WHETHER THE 

APPLICATION IS MADE IN WRITING OR BY TELEPHONE, AND SHALL, 

IN ADDITION, ARRANGE FOR THE CARDS TO BE AVAILABLE FROM CITY 

AND TOWN CLERKS WITHIN THE COUNTY AND llAY ARRANGE FOR THEM 

TO BE AVAILABLE AT OTHER LOCATIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY. THE 

MAIL REGISTRY CARD SFALL BE IN THE FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE 

SECP.ETARY OF STATE. 

(B} THE ELECTOR SHALL COMPLETE, SIGN, AND EITHER 

VERIFY OR AFFIRM THE REGISTRY CARD BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC OR 

OTHER OFFICER EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS, OR, COHPLETE 

AND SIGN THE CARD AND OBT1UN THE SIGNATURE, ADDRESS AND 

VOTING PRECINCT OF Nr LEAST ONE REGISTERED VOTER IN THE 

COUNTY, WHO SHALL WITNESS FOR THE FACTS STATED ON THE 

REGISTRY CARD. 

(C) THE REGISTRATION CARD MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR 

BEFORE THE DAY OF THE CL08E OF REGISTRJITION. 

(D) UPON RECEIPT OF A PROPERLY EXECUTED REGISTRY CARD 

THE COUNTY REGISTRAR SHJ>..LL CAUSE TO BE SEtlT TO THE NEW VOTER 
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A POS'l'CMID Af'FIRMING RF&::tSTMTIQN AND _.GlV':IN!LTtfE; LOOM'IO!L.~ 

THE VCN:R'S POLLING' PLACE. ~ T!it FJ\C,E .Of M.!im'IFlCMICii' 

SHALL BE PRI.N'l'ED 'l'HE WORDS,. __ •oo N~ f:OJMM!D"l'!BTOR!-J. ~AGE 

4 GU AMNTlliED" • 

5 '"* QL Any eleetor in the United States service who 

6 is absent from th'e &tate· and the oourrt:y of which IN!f is- a 

7 resident m~ register by: 

8 ( ~- Mailing- the· ze<fi&tlY ca:rd· filletf out and· signed 

9 under oath to the· re']ist:rar, or 

10 (b) Mailing the' fede.ral pest ear<! ap!l':lieation filled· 

11 out and· signed un('!er oath to the- reqistrar. 

12 ~ ill A· pedon is gui 1t:y of a felony cmd up6n 

13 0011viction shal.l be· iJhprisarred in the- state prisat for not 

U -ieBe .. "*-""--+4+'-t¥eP more th<m thZ'ee' ( 3} years, if: 

15 (a} He falsely personates another arid causes the 

16 person s-o personated. to be registered; or, 

17 

18 

(b) Falsely represents hiS· nallle or other inforlilation 

required i!ly---ft!~ft'<&+;'ieil"'-~--tlf~Y'"-!!'~;i~-e!.'•-~~'Y-

19 !'l!!'-ill't!t!,...._li ... ---.~ftoie-!!'llllle"'""~--l!le--•'l!~oi~ UP.ON . ats 

20 RI!IGIS'l'RY CARt>, ~D CAUSU QRA'!lgm.R .. :I:O.q.t®f mGISTli;M'l~ 

21 WITH THE CAR£>; or, 

22 (c) CitUS-&S any nallle to be placed upon the registzy 

23 lists. other thi!B in the- manner· provided by this • actT; . OJ<, 

24- (D) SIGNS: .A REC!STn. CAFl) Jtt*OW!Jl'Gf.:Y. WI'l'NESS:ufG _Alfy 

25 FALSE OR MISLEl\QING STJI.TD$NT, • 
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SECrYON 2. SECTIONS 23-3722 AND 23-3721, R.C.~. 1947, 

Al!:R REPEALEn. 

-End-
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March 17, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 647 

That House Bill No. 647, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, section 1, line 23. 
Following: "REGISTRATION" 
Insert: "but in no event less than ten (10) days before 

the election" 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 647 

INTRODUCED BY JAMES MOORE, MULAR, JOHNSON, LESTER, 

DUSSAULT, KELLY, FINLEY, VINCENT, SCULLY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR 

REGISTRATION TO VOTE BY MAIL; AMENDING SECTION 23-3006, 

R.C.H. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 23-3722 AND 23-3723, 

R.C.M. 194 7." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-3006, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-3006. Method of registering -- absent electors in 

the United States service -- felony provisions. (1) An 

elector may register by appearing before the registrar or 

deputy registrar in the county in which he resides and by: 

(a) Answering any questions asked by the registrar 

concerning items of information called for by registry 

cards; 

(b) Signing and verifying or affirming the affidavit 

or affi0avits on the back of the card. 
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re,ieeraeie~-eara-e~e-ie-ree~ar~ea--fte--!aeer--ehaft--ll~S9 
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(2) AN ELECTOR HAY REGISTER BY !<!AILING, POSTAGE PAID, 

A PROPERLY COMPLETED REGISTRY CARD TO THE REGISTRAR IN THE 

COUNTY IN WHICH HE RESIDES. 

(A) THE REGISTRAR SHALL SEND REGISTRY CARDS FOR t1J',IL 

REGISTRATIONS TO ALL PERSONS REQUESTING THEM, WHETHER THE 

APPLICATION IS MADE IN WRITING OR BY TELEPHONE, AND SHALL, 

IN ADDITION, ARRANGE FOR THE CARDS TO BE AVAILABLE FROM CITY 

AND TOWN CLERKS WITHIN THE COUNTY AND MAY ARRANGE FOR THEM 

TO BE AVAILABLE AT OTHER LOCATIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY. THE 

MAIL REGISTRY CARD SHALL BE IN THE FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 

(B) TilE ELECTOR SHALL COHPLETE, SIGN, AND EITHER 

VERIFY OR AFFIRM THE REGISTRY CARD BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC OR 

OTHER OFFICER EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS, OR, COMPLETE 

AND SIGN THE CARD AND OBTAIN THE SIGNATURE, ADDRESS AND 

VOTING PRECINCT OF AT LEAST ONE REGISTERED VOTER IN THE 

COUNTY, WHO SHALL WITNESS FOR THE FACTS STATED ON THE 

REGISTRY CARD. 

(C) THE REGISTRATION CJ',RD HUST BE RECEIVED ON OR 

BEFORE THE DAY OF THE CLOSE OF REGISTRATION BUT IN NO EVENT 

LESS THAN TEN (10) DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION. 

(D) UPON RECEIPT OF A PROPERLY EXECUTED REGISTRY CARD 
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THE COUNTY REGISTRAR SHALL CAUSE TO BE SENT TO THE NEW VOTER 

A POSTCARD AFFIRMING REGISTRATION AND GIVING THE LOCATION OF 

THE VOTER'S POLLING PLACE. ON THE FACE OF THE NOTIFICATION 

SHALL BE PRINTED THE WORDS, •Do NOT FORWARD, RETURN POSTAGE 

5 GUARANTEED•. 

6 ~i*--i!l Any elector in the United States service who 

7 is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

8 resident may register by: 

9 (a) Mailing the registry card filled out and signed 

10 under oath to the registrar, or 

11 (b) Mailing the federal post card application filled 

12 out and signed under oath to the registrar. 

13 ~~~--l!L A person is guilty of a felony and upon 

14 conviction shall be imprisoned in the state prison for not 

15 ~eee-eftaft-efte-~±t-ner more than three (3) years, if: 

16 (a) He falsely personates another and causes the 

17 person so personated to be registered; or, 

18 (b) Falsely represents his name or other information 

19 required ay--r~~eerae~ft--~--afty--r~~e~ar---er---ee~aey 

20 re~~eerar--~--ea•eee--ft~e--ftaMe--ee-ee-r~*eeeree UPON HIS 

21 REGISTRY CARD, AND CAUSES OR ATTEMPTS TO CAUSE REGISTRATION 

22 WITH THE CARD; or, 

23 (c) cau••• any name to be plaoed upon the regist~y 

24 lists other than in the manner provided by this actr~ 

25 (D) SIGNS A REGISTRY CARD KNOWINGLY WITNESSING ANY 
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FALSE OR MISLEADING STATEMENT.• 

SECTION 2. SECTIONS 23-3722 AND 23-3723, R.C.M. 1947, 

ARE REPEALED. 

-End-

-4- HB 647 


