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~iHLL NO. 63S 

I;1TRODUCED BY ____.~.-a,<~~ ~ v 'a 
A BIW:. FOR AN ACT EtlTI'I'LED: "A!I ACT PROVIDDlG F()R Ttli..: 

RECALL OF I:LECr'::D COUNTY OFFICERS." 

:3E IT Ei'IACTI:D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S~ATE OF no;'!TANA: 

Section 1. Recall of elective officers. (1) The 

itolder of any elective county office may be removed at any 

time by the electors qualified to vote. The procedure to 

effe~t the removal of an incumbent of an elective office 

shall be as follows: A petition signed by twenty-five 

percent (25%) of all qualified electors registered in the 

county for the last preceding general election, de~anding an 

election for recall of the person sougnt to be recalled, 

shall br, filed with the county clerk, which petition shall 

contain a general statement of the g~ounds for wnich the 

removal is sought. The signatures to the petition need not 

be appended to one paper, but each signer shall add to his 

signature his place of residence. One of the signers of 

such paper snall make oath before an officer competent to 

ad~inister oaths that the statements tnerein are true as he 

believes, and that each signature to tile paper 2.ppendec. is 

the genuine signature of the person whose na:ne it purports 

to be. 
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( 2) Within ten ( 10) days from the date of filing such 

petition the county clerk shall ex~~ine, and from the 

voters' register ascertain whether or not the petition is 

signed by the requisite number of qualified electors, and, 

if necessary, the governing body of the county shall allow 

him extra help for t.'lat purpose: and he shall attac!1. to the 

petition his certificate, showing the result of the 

examination. If, by tiJ.e clerk's certificate, the petition 

is shown to be insufficient, it may be amended within ten 

{10) days from the date of tile certificate. The clerk 

shall, within ten (10) days after the amendr,lent, make like 

examination of the amended petition, and if his certificate 

shall show it to be insufficient, it shall be returneu to 

the person filing it; without prejudice, however, to the 

filing of a new petition to the same effect. If the 

petition is sufficient, the clerk shall submit it to the 

governing body of the county without delay. If the petition 

is found to bP. sufficient, the governing body of the county 

shall order and fix a date for holding the election, not 

less than seventy (70) days nor more than eighty (BO) days 

from the date of the clerk's certificate to the governing 

body of the county that a sufficient petition is filed. 

(3) Tile governing oody of tne county shall make, or 

cause to be made, publication of notice and all arrangements 

for holding the election, and it shall be conducted, 
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1 returned, and the result thereof declared, in all respects 

2 as are other elections. 

3 (4) Any vacancy created as a result of such recall 

4 election shall be filled as prescribed in section 16-2412. 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE BILL NO. 635 

INTRODUCED BY HUBING, SOUTH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

RECALL OF ELECTED COUNTY OFFICERS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Recall of elective officers. (l) The 

holder of any elective county office may be removed at any 

time by the electors qualified to vote. The procedure to 

effect the removal of an incumbent of an elective office 

shall be as follows: A petition signed by twenty-five 

percent (25%) of all qualified electors registered in the 

county for the last preceding general election, demanding an 

election for recall of the person sought to be recalled, 

shall be filed with the county clerk, which petition shall 

contain a general statement of the grounds for which the 

removal is sought. THE GENERAL STATE!·lENT OF GROUNDS IS 

SOLELY FOR THE INFORNATION OF THE VOTERS. NO INSUFFICIENCY 

IN THE GENERAL STATE~lENT SHALL AFFECT THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE 

PETIT!otl, BUT THE GROUHDS SHALL REFER TO THE OFFICIAL 

CONDuCT OF THE OFFICI::R t-IHOSE RI::CALL IS SOUGHT. The 

signatures to the petition need not be appenoed to one 

paper, but each signer shall add to his signature his place 

of residence. One of the signers of such paper shall make 
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oath before an officer competent to administer oaths that 

tile statements therein are true as he believes, and that 

each signature to the paper appended is the genuine 

signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

(2) \hthin ten (10) days from the date of filing such 

petition the county clerk shall examine, and from the 

voters' register ascertain whether or not the petition is 

signed by the requisite number of qualified electors, and, 

if necessary, the governing body of the county shall allow 

him extra help for that purpose; and he shall attach to the 

petition his certificate, showing the result of the 

examination, If, by the clerk's certificate, the petition 

is shown to be insufficient, it may be amended within ten 

(10) days from the date of the certificate. The clerk 

shall, within ten (10) days after the amendment, make like 

examination of the amended petition, and if his certificate 

shall show it to be insufficient, it shall be returned to 

the person filing it; witnout prejudice, however, to tlle 

filing of a new petition to tne same effect. If the 

petition is sufficient, the clerk shall submit it to the 

governing body of the county without delay. If the petition 

is found to be sufficient, the governing body of the county 

shall order and fix a date for holding the election, not 

less than seventy (70) days nor more than eighty (80) days 

from the date of the clerk's certificate to the governing 
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1 body of the county that a sufficient petition is filed. 

2 (3) The governing body of the county shall make, or 

3 cause to be made, publication of notice and all arrangements 

4 for holding the election, and it shall be conducted, 

S returned, and the result thereof declared, in all respects 

6 as are other elections. THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPEAR ON 

7 RECALL BALLOTS FOR EACH RECALL PETITIONED: 

8 SHALL (NAME OF PERSON WHOSE RECALL IS BEING VOTED ON) 

9 BE RECALLED FROM THE OFFICE OR (TITLE OF OFFICE)? 

L:J YES 

CJNO 10 

11 (HARK AN •x• BEFORE THE hURD •yEs• IF YOU WISll THE 

12 OFFICER TO BE RECALLED FROM OFFICE. UARK AN •x• BEFORE THE 

13 ~«::RD •No" IF YOU DO NOT WISH THE OFFICER TO BE RECALLED FROU 

14 OFFICE.) 

15 { 4) IF ONE-HALF OR MORE OF THE VOTES CAST ON A RECALL 

16 PROPOSAL ARE •oo• 1 THE INCUMBENT SHALL CONTINUE IN OFFICE. 

17 IF A t-IAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST ON A RECALL PROPOSAL ARE 

18 "YES•, THE INCUt-!BENT SHALL IMMEDIATELY llE REMOVED FROH 

19 OFFICE. 

20 t+t ~ Any vacancy created as a result of such recall 

21 election shall be filled as prescribed in section l6-2412L 

22 OR IN THE CASE OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SECT:tON 16-903 SHALL 

23 APPLY. 
-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 635 

INTRODUCED BY HUBING 1 SOUTH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: MAN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE 

RECALL OF ELECTED COUNTY OFFICERS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Recall of elective officers. {1) The 

holder of any elective county office may be removed at any 

time by the electors qualified to vote. The procedure to 

effect the removal of an incumbent of an elective office 

shall be as follows: A petition signed by twenty-five 

percent {25%) of all qualified electors registered in the 

county for the last preceding general election, demanding an 

election for recall of the person sought to be recalled, 

shall ~e filed with the county clerk, which petition shall 

contain a general statement of the grounds for which the 

removal is sought. THE GENERAL STATE~illNT OF GROUNDS IS 

SOLELY FOR THE INFORHATION OF TilE VOTERS. NO INSUFFICIENCY 

IN THE GENERAL STATEHENT SHALL AFFECT TilE SUFFICIENCY OF THE 

PETITION, BUT THE GROUNDS SHALL REFER TO THE OFFICIAL 

CONDUCT OF TilE OFFICER WHOSE RECALL IS SOUGHT. The 

signatures to the petition need not be appended to one 

paper, but each signer shall add to his signature his place 

of residence. one of the signers of such paper shall make 
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oath before an officer competent to administer oaths that 

tile statements therein are true as he believes, and that 

each signature to the paper appended is the genuine 

signature of the person whose name it purports to be. 

(2) Within ten (10) days from the date of filing such 

petition the county clerk shall examine, and from the 

voters' register ascertain whether or not the petition is 

signed by the requisite number of qualified electors, and, 

if necessary, the governing body of the county shall allow 

him extra help for that purpose1 and he shall attach to the 

petition his certificate, showing the result of the 

examination. If, by the clerk's certificate, the petition 

is shown to be insuff~cient, it may be amended within ten 

(10) days from the date of the certificate. The clerk 

shall, within ten (10) days after the amendment, make like 

examination of the amended petition, and if his certificate 

shall show it to be insufficient, it shall be returned to 

the person filing it1 without prejudice, however, to the 

filing of a new petition to 

petition is sufficient, the 

the same effect. If the 

clerk shall submit it to the 

governing body of the county without delay. If the petition 

is found to be sufficient, the governing body of the county 

shall order and fix a date for holding the election, not 

less than seventy (70) days nor more than eighty (BO) days 

from the date of the clerk's certificate to the governing 
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l body of the cownty that a sufficient petition is filed. 

2 (31 'i'he qOVernil\9 body of the GOunty shall lllllke, or 

3 oauM to be made, P\lblieation of notice and all arranqet\el'lts 

4 for bol-ciing the elec:tion, and it shall be oondUdted, 

5 returned, and the rea>alt thereof de<:lal'ed, in all respe.::ts 

6 as are other elections. Tlil?: FOLLOWIN.G SHAI.i. APPEAR ON 

7 RECAJ.+,. @MrM?'l'S FOR &l\CH RECALl. PETITIONI:D: 

B Slw.L (NAME OF. PJiRSON WHOSE ~L IS BEING W'l'ED QN) 

9 BE RECAU.~D FRQM '!'HE .OFFICE OF· {TITLE OF OFFICE)? 

10 

ll 

/--,YES 

CJNO 
{l.fl\.RK AN "X" IiEFQRE T.BE WORD "YES" I.F YOU WISH TllE 

12 OFFICER TO lli: RECAL~D PROM OFFICE. l1ARK AN •x• BEFORE. Til! 

13 \~ "N9" IF. YOU DO NOT WIS.ll THE OFFt.CER TO .BE RECALLED FROH 

l4 OFFICE.) 

15 (4) .IF ONE-HALF OR MORE OF THE VOTES CAST ON A. RECALL 

16 PROPOSAl. ARE "NO", THE INCUl1BENT SHALL CONTINU.E IN OFFICE. 

17 IF A l·IAJORITY OF THE VQTES CAST ON A RECAJ,.L PROPOSAL ARE 

18 "YES", THI: INCm!BIDIT SHALL INMEDIATEI,.Y . BE REMOVED FROH 

19 OFFICE. 

20 +t+ J2l Any vacancy created as a result of such recall 

21 election shall be fiU.oo as prescribed in section l.6-2412L 

22 uR IN THE CASE OF. COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SECTION 16-903 SHALL 

23 ~- -End·-

-3- HB 635 



March 20, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVER~MENT 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 635 

'I'lL1t House Bill No. 635, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, section 1, line 23. 
Following: "shall" 
Strike: lines 23 through line 1, on page 3 
Insert: "set a date for holding the election at the next regular 

primary or general election." 

2. Amend page 3, section 1, line 23. 
Following: line 23 
Insert: "(6} No elected official shall be subjected to 

procedures of this act more than once per term." 


