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:\ BILL FOR AiJ .\CT Et;TITLED: • AN ACT TO ALLOW SCHOOL 

iJISTRICTS TO OPEP~:..':i':: LESS Th"''l om:; nUi'lD'U':D EIGHTY (lSO) DAYS 

U:-!DER CERTAI" IW.ERGENCY CO'IDI'i'I0NS ;;!ITH TI!i:: .'l.PPROVAL OF TH:e: 

SUPERElTE;mENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOK; PROVIDING FOR 

FORFEITURE OF A DISTRICT'S SHARE OF STATE EQUALIZATION FUNDS 

:1HEC'l ;>.. LESSER SCHOOL TERI1 IS :JOT APPROVED; AME"'DING SECTIONS 

75-7402, rum 75-6902, R.C.M. 1947." 

3E IT ..:NACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF i·l.ONTAl.'tA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7402, R.C.t•l. 1947, is amended to 

read as follm'is: 

"75-7402. School fiscal year. The school fiscal year 

shall begin on the first day of July and end on the last day 

of June. At least one hundred eighty (180) school days of 

pupil instruction shall be conducted during each school 

fiscal year, unless a variance for kindergarten has been 

granted under section 75-7403. llo<vever, in the event the 

trustees decide tl<at due to severe weather conditions it is 

advisable to temporarily close school to protect the health 

and safety of the pupils, a school district may conduct 

fewer than one hnndred. eighty (180) school davs of oupil 

instruction with the aoproval of the superintendent of 
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public instruction in accordance with policies of the board 

of public education. Application for approval must be made 

no more than ten (10) days following the occurrence of the 

emergency and approval shall be limited to a total of not 

more than three (3) such emergency days in any school fiscal 

year. Unless a lesser number of days has been approved by 

the superintendent of public instruction as provided above, 

Afty ~ district that fails to provide for at least one 

hundred eighty (180) school days of pupil instruction shall 

not be entitled to receive any apportionment of the state 

i~~e~ee~--afta--ifteeme equalization funds. Afty-e~eh-forfei~ea 

mefteye-efia±±-he-appereieftea-~y-~e-ee~ey-e~erifteeftaeft~--ee 

~e-e~er-e±emeft~ary-diG~rieee-ef-hie-ee~eyT• 

Section 2. Section 75-6902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-6902. Definition and calculation of average number 

belonging (ANB). The term •average number belongingn or 

"ANBn shall mean the average number of regularly enrolled, 

full-time pupils attending the public schools of a district. 

Average number belonging shall be computed by determining 

the total of the aggregate days of attendance by regularly 

enrolled, full-time pupils during the current school fiscal 

year plus the aggregate days of absence by regularly 

enrolled, full-time pupils during the current school fiscal 

year, and by dividing HUCh total by one hundred eighty 
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{180). However, when a school district has approval to 

operate less than one hundred eighty {180) school days under 

section 75-7402, such total shall be divided by the actual 

number of approved pupil instruction days. Attendance for a 

part of a morning session or a ?art of an afternoon session 

by a pupil sfiall be counted as attendance for one-half (1/2) 

day. In calculating the ANB for pupils enrolled in a 

program established under section 75-7507 prior to January 

1, 1974, or pursuant to section 75-7507 (1), attendance at, 

or absence from, a regular session of the program for at 

least two hours of either a morning or an afternoon session 

will be counted as one-half (l/2) of a day attended or 

ansent as the case may be. If a variance has been granted 

as provided in section 75-7403, ANB will be computed in a 

manner prescribed by the superintendent of public 

instruction but in no case shall the ~•B exceed one-half 

(1/2) for each kindergarten pupil. When any pupil has been 

absent, with or without excuse, for more than ten (10) 

consecutiYe school days, including pupil instruction related 

days, his absence after the tenth (lOth) day of absence 

shall not oe included in the aggregate days of absence and 

his enrollment in the school shall not be considerer] in the 

calculation of the average number belonging until he resumes 

attendance at school. 

If a student spends less than half rds time in the 
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regular program and the balance of his ti~e in school in the 

special education program, he shall be considered a 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a student spends 

half or more of his time in school in the regular program 

and the balance of his time in the special education program 

he shall be considered regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. 

The average number belonging of the regularly enrolled, 

full-time pupils for the public schools of a district shall 

be calculated, individually, for each school except that 

when: 

{1) more than one school of a district, other than a 

jur.ior high school in an elementary district which has been 

approved and accredited as a junior high school, is lo~ated 

within the incorporated limits of a city or town, the 

average nlli~er belonging of such schools shall be based on 

the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time 

pupils attending such schools located within the 

incorporated limits of a city or to~~ 

(2) a junior high school which has been approved and 

accredited as a junior high school is located within the 

incorporated limits of a city or town in which a high school 

is located, all of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be conRidered as high school 

district pupils for the purposes of calculating the average 
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l :1wnber i:Jelonging of til.; nig:1 s~hools located 'tlit!lia t."le 

2 in:::orpora".:.ed limits of such city or town; 
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4 

{3) a 

in which case 

lniadle school ~as been approved and accredited, 

pupils below the seventh grade shall be 

5 considered elementary school pupils for AN3 purposes, and 

6 the seventh and eighth grade pupils shall be considered high 

7 school pupils for ANB purposes; or 

8 (4) a school has not been accredited by the board of 

~ public education, the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

10 attending the nonaccredited school shall not be ~ligible for 

ll average number belonging calculation purposes, nor will an 

12 average number belonging for the nonaccredited school be 

13 used in determining the foundation progrrun for such 

14 district." 

-End-
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L'i'.l'RODUCED BY 

A 3ILL FOR ,\l'i ACT .:::NTITLED: R Al1• ACT TO ALLOW SCHOOL 

;:JISTRICTS TJ OPER.'\TE LESS THfu'{ Oi1E HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) DAYS 

U'-IDER CERTAFI EMERGE:1CY CO:~DITIONS WITH TH£: APPROVAL OF TH£: 

SUPZ!liiJ'IE~~DG~J':? OF PUBLIC L'iSTRUCTION; PROVIDING FOR 

FJRFEITURE JF A DISTP~CT'S SHARE OF STATE EQUALIZATION Fffi~DS 

_;,m·l .'\. L3SSER SCHOOL TER.c"1 IS ~10T '\.PPROVED 1 AMENDING SECTIONS 

75-7402, Ai~D 75-6902, R.C.-"1. 1947." 

i3E IT i::NACTi;;D EY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE SJ:AT):: OF 1-K>NTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7402, R.C.l'l. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7402. School fiscal year. The school fiscal year 

shall 0egin on the first day of July and end on the last day 

of June. At least one hundred eighty (180) school nays of 

?Upil instruction shall be conducted during each school 

fiscal year, unless a variance for kindergarten has been 

granted under section 75-7403. However, in the event the 

trustees decide tl<at due to severe weather conditions it is 

advisable to temporarily close school to protect the health 

and safety of the pupils, a school district may conduct 

fewer than one hundred eighty (180) school days of pupil 

instruction with the aoproval of the superintendent of 
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public instruction in accordance with policies of the board 

of public education. Application for approval must be wade 

no more than ten (10) days following the occurrence of the 

emergency and approval shall be limited to a total of not 

more than three (3) such emergency days in any school fiscal 

year. Unless a lesser number of days has been approved by 

the superintendent of public instruction as provided above, 

Afty ~ district that fails to provide for at least one 

hundred eighty (180) school days of pupil instruction shall 

not be entitled to receive any apportionment of the state 

~ft~eree~--afta--~fteeme equalization funds. Afty-e~ea-~er~e~~ea 

mefteye-eaaii-ae-apper~~eftes-By-~e-ee~~y-e~er~ft~eftaeft~--~e 

~e-e~er-eiemeft~arr-s~e~r~e~e-e~-a~e-eeeft~Y~w 

Section 2. Section 75-6902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-6902. Definition and calculation of average number 

belonging (ANB). The term ~average number belonging• or 

"ANB" shall mean the average number of regularly enrolled, 

full-time pupils attending the public schools of a district. 

Average number belonging shall be computed by determining 

the total of the aggregate days of attendance by regularly 

enrolled, full-time pupils during the current school fiscal 

year plus the aggregate days of absence by regularly 

enrolled, full-time pupils during the current school fiscal 

year, and by "dividing such total by one hundred eighty 
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(180). However, when a school district has approval to 

operate less than one hundred eighty {180) school days under 

section 75-7402, such total shall be divided by the actual 

number of approved pupil instruction days. Attendance for a 

part of a morning session or a part of an afternoon session 

by a pupil shall be counted as attendance for one-half {1/2) 

day. In calculating the ANB for pupils enrolled in a 

program established under section 75-7507 prior to January 

1, 1974, or pursuant to section_ 75-7507 (1), attendance at, 

or absence from, a regular session of the program for at 

least two hours of either a ~orning or an afternoon session 

will be counted as one-half (1/2) of a day attended or 

aosent as the case may be. If a variance has been granted 

as provided in section 75-7403, ANB will be computed in a 

manner prescribed by the superintendent of public 

instruction but in no case shall the ANB exceed one-half 

(1/2) for each kindergarten pupil. When any pupil has been 

absent, with or without excuse, .or more than ten (10) 

consecutive school uays, including pupil instruction related 

days, his absence after the tenth (lOth) day of absence 

shall not be included in ti1e aggregate days of absence and 

his enrollment in the school shall not be considered in the 

calculation of the average number belonging until he resumes 

attendance at school. 

If a student spenJ.s less than half i1is time in the 
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regular program and the balance of his time in school in the 

special education program, he shall be considered a 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a student spends 

half or more of his time in school in the regular program 

and the balance of his time in the special education program 

he shall be considered regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. 

The average number belonging of the regularly enrolled, 

full-time pupils for the public schools of a district shall 

be calcu~ated, individually, for each school except that 

when: 

{1) more than one school of a district, other than a 

junior high school in an elementary district which has been 

approved and accredited as a junior high school, is located 

within the incorporated limits of a city or town, the 

average number belonging of such schools shall be based on 

the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time 

pupils attending such schools located within the 

incorporated limits of a city or town; 

(2) a junior high school which has been approved and 

accredited as ·a junior high school is located within the 

incorporated limits of a city or town in which a high school 

is ~ocated, al~ of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered as high school 

district pupils for the purposes of calculating the average 
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l nwuber belonging of the .'1ig.1 schools located within ti1e 

2 incorporated limits of such city or town; 

3 (3) a middle school has been approved and accredited, 

4 in wnici1 case pLlpils below the seventh grade shall be 

5 considered elementary school f>Upils for A.'IB purposes, and 

6 the seventh and ·zighth grade pupils shall be considered high 

7 school ?Upils for ANB purposes; or 

3 (4) a school has not been accredited by the board of 

9 public education, the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

l:J attending the nonaccredited school shall not be eligible for 

11 average number belonging calculation purposes, nor will an 

12 average number belonging £or the nonaccr~dited school be 

13 used in determining the foundation program for such 

14 district." 

-End-
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