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LNTRODUCED BY ££/""""'V .L/'!f A"'S9e CN f 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTLTLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, TO AUTffORIZE HOSPITAL DLSTRICTS TO 

CHOOSE THE NUMBER OF TRUSTEES BY SETTING THE NUMBER OF 

TRUSTEES IN THE DISTRICTS BYLAWS. • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•16-4307. Government of district--appoinbnent, 

election and terms of trustees. Said hospital district shall 

be governed and managed by a board of three (3) or five (5) 

trustees, elected by the registered electors residing in the 

district. The number of trustees on the board shall be 

fixed by the bylaws of the district. The trustees must be 

elected from among the registered electors qualified to vote 

at general elections within said district. T.h.e first board 

of trustees shall be elected at the same election held upon 

the creation of the district, subject to the creation 

thereof, shall qualify upon the organization of the 

dist~ict, if created, and the trustees may be nominated and 

have their names appear upon the ballots upon the filing 

with the board of county commissioners of a petition signed 
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Of any five (S) qualified electors of the district. fu<y 

elector may sign as many nominating petitions as there are 

?ersons to be elected. The trustees elected for the first 

board snall serve for terms commencing upon tneir being 

elected and qualified and terminating one (l), two (2) and 

three (3) years respectively, from the first Monday in May 

following their election, and until their respective 

successors snall be elected and qualify. Annually thereafter 

there may oe elected a trustee to serve for a term of three 

(3) years and until his successor shall be qualified and 

sucn term of three (3) years snall commence on tile first 

Monday in Hay following the said trustee's election. All 

elections and nominations for election of trustees 

thereafter, shall be conducted by said qualified voters in 

the same manner as provided by tl<e laws of the state of 

Montana for the election of school trustees of a second or 

third class school district, provided that wherever in the 

said laws of the state of Montana it is provided that 

certain action snall be performed or filings made witn the 

clerk of tfie school board, the trustees or the board of 

trustees of the school district or ti<e county SUJ)erintendent 

of schools, the same shall, for tne purposes of this act, be 

taken to refer to the clerk of tne board of trustees of the 

pu.Olic hospital district, the trustees or t;<e board of 

trustees of tile public hospital . ' l ·. -2- .,... .• 
~ 

district or the county 
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1 clerk, respectively. If there is no nomination petition 

2 filed it shall not be necessary to hold an election but the 

l board of county commissioners shall appoint a trustee to 

4 fill ~e t~, tbe term to be the same as if tne trustee 

5 were elected. The trustees at their first meeting shall 

6 adopt bylaws for the government and management of the 

7 district, and shall appoint a qualified person to serve as 

8 clerk of the said board, who may or may not be one of their 

9 number. The trustees shall serve without pay. A vacancy upon 

10 the board of trustees, or in the office of clerk shall be 

11 filled by appointment by the remaining members and the 

12 appointee shall serve until the next ensuing election for 

13 trustees.• 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

I.NTRODUCED By ~ "'l """'!-,. ., .. I 

A BILL FOR Ar' ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-4 307, i~. C. M. 194 7, TO AUTHORIZE HOSPITAL DISTRICTS TO 

CHOOSE THE NUMBER OF TRUSTEES BY SETTING TdE NUMBER OF 

TRUSTEES IN TqE DISTRICTS BYLAWS.• 

BE IT ZNACTED RY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•16-4307. Government of district--appoin~~ent, 

election and terms of trustees. Said hospital district shall 

be governed and managed by a ooard of three (3) or five (5) 

trustees, elected by the registered electors residing in the 

district. The number of trustees on the board shall be 

fixed by the bylaws of the district. The trustees must be 

elected from among the registered electors qualified to vote 

at general elections within said district. T;1e first board 

of trustees shall ue elected at the same election held u~on 

the creation of the district, subject to the creation 

t~ereof, sha 11 qualifJ upon t.i1e organization of the 

distric~, if created, and the trustees may be poT.inated and 

llave their names a2pear upon the ballots upon the filing 

wit•1 the board of county commissioners of a ;>etition signed 
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DJ any f~ve {S) qualified electors of tne district. A1y 

elector may sign as r~an:t nDlninating t>e titions as tnere are 

~ersons to be elected. The trustees elected for the first 

board saall serve for terms commencing U!?On taeir being 

elected and qualified and terminating ant> (1), two (<!) and 

tnree (3) years respectively, from tae first Monday in Hay 

following tneir election, and until their respective 

successors snall be elected and qualify. Annually thereafter 

there may 0e elected a trustee to serve for a term of three 

(3) years and until his successor shall be qualified and 

such term of ~;:nree (3) years shall commence on tne first 

Monday in i~y following the said trustee's election. All 

elections and nominations for election of trustees 

thereafter, shall be conducted by sai~ qualified voters in 

the same manner as provided by the la><~S of the state of 

Fontana for tite election of school trustees of a second or 

third class school district, provided tnat wherever in tne 

said laws of t;1e state of !'lantana it is provided tnat 

certain action S•1all be J,lerformed or filings maae \,itrl tile 

clerk of tile school board, t•1e tr:.lstees or tne ooarc.i of 

trustees of t:-.e SCi100l district or ti1e countj su[Jerintendent 

of schools, tile same s;1all, for tne purposes of this act, be 

take;1 to refer to t;1.., clerk of t•le i.:>oarci of trustees of tne 

;.m0lic hos,.,ital district, the trust0es or t_le board of 

trustees of tne ,,u;;,lic ,lQSt->ital district or tile county 
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1 clerk, respectively. If there is no nomination petition 

2 filed it shall not be neceasary to hold an election out the 

3 ooard of county commissioners saall appoint a trustee to 

4 fill the term, the tenn to be tne same as if tne trustee 

5 were elected. The trustees at t,Jeir first meeting shall 

6 adopt by laws for the government and management of the 

7 district, and shall appoint a qualified person to serve as 

8 clerk of the said board, who may or may not be one of their 

9 number. The trustees shall seive without pay. A vacancy upon 

10 the board of trustees, or in the office of clerk shall be 

11 filled by appointment by the remaining members and the 

12 appointee snall serve until tne next ensuing election for 

13 trustees.~ 

-End-

-3-
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INTRODUCED BY /~ RJ ~e«tc/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:. •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, TO AUTHORIZE HOSPITAL DISTRICTS TO 

CHOOSE THE NUMBER OF TRUSTEES BY SETTING THE NUMBER OF 

TRUSTEES IN THE DISTRICTS BYLAWS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TSE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

Rl6-4307. Government of district--appointment, 

election and terms of trustees. Said hospital district shall 

be governed and managed by a board of three (3) or five (5} 

trustees, elected by the registered electors residing in the 

distri.:t. The number of trustees on the board shall be 

fixed by the bylaws of the district. The trustees must be 

elected from among the registered electors qualified to vote 

at general elections within said district. The first board 

of trustees shall be elected at the same election held upon 

the creation of the district, subject to the creation 

thereof, shall qualify upon the organization of the 

district, if created, and the trustees may be nominated and 

have their names appear upon the ballots upon the filing 

with the board of county commissioners of a petition siqned 
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by any five (S) qualified electors of the district. &1y 

elector may sign as many nominating ~etitions as there are 

?ersons to be elected. The trustees elected for the first 

board shall serve for terms commencing upon tneir being 

elected and qualified and terminating one (1), two (2) and 

three ( 3) years respectively, from t;1e first Monday in May 

following their election, and until their respective 

successors shall be elected and qualify. Annually thereafter 

there may be elected a trustee to serve for a term of three 

(3) years and until his successor shall be qualified and 

such term of three (3) years shall commence on the first 

Monday in May following the said trustee's election. All 

elections and noiqinations for election of trustees 

thereafter, shall be conducted by said qualified voters in 

the same manner as provided by the laws of the state of 

VDntana for the election of school trustees of a second or 

third class school district, provided that wherever in the 

said laws of the state of Montana it is provided that 

certain action shall be performed or filings made with the 

clerk of the school board, the trustees or the board of 

trustees of the school district or the county superintendent 

of schools, the same shall, for the purposes of this act, be 

taken to refer to the clerk of tile board of trustees of the 

public hospital district, the trustees or t:1e board of 

trustees of the public hospital district or the county 

-2- H !': ... ·- / ...:;,
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1 ~lerk, respectively, If there is no nomination petition 

2 filed it shall not be necessary to hold an election out the 

3 board of county commissioners snall appoint a trustee to 

4 fill the tertn, the term to be tne same as if the trustee 

5 were elected. The trustees at tneir first meeting shall 

6 adopt bylaws for the government and fflana1ement of the 

7 district, and shall appoint a qualified person to serve aS 

8 clerk of the saiQ board, who may or may not be one of their 

9 number. Tne trustees shall serve without pay. A vacancy upon 

la tbe board of trustees, or in the office of clerk shall be 

ll filled by appoin~ent 9y the remaining members and the 

12 appointee shall serve until tne next ensuing election for 

l j trustees • • 

•End-

-3-



March 15, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 565 

That House Bill No. 565, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 7. 
Following: "BYLAWS" 
Insert: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Amend page 1, section 1, line 16. 
Following: "board" 
Insert: "and, if the number is set at five (5), the 

initial terms of two (2) trustees," 

3. Amend page 3, section 1, line 13. 
Following: line 13 
Insert: "Section 2. Effective date. This act will become 

effective upon passage and approval." 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 565 

INTRODUCED BY MANUEL (BY REQUEST) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "l~N ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, TO AUTHORIZE HOSPITAL DISTRICTS TO 

CHOOSE THE NUMBER OF TRUSTEES BY SETTING THE NUMBER OF 

TRUSTEES IN THE DISTRICTS BYLAWS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOtiTANA: 

Section l. Section 16-4307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-4307. Government of district--appointment, 

election and terms of trustees. Said hospital district shall 

be governed and managed by a board of three (3) or five (5) 

trustees, elected by the registered electors residing in the 

district. The number of trustees on the board AND, IF THE 

NUMBER IS SET AT FIVE (5), THE INITIAL TERMS OF TWO (2) 

TRUSTEES, shall be fixed by the bylaws of the district. The 

trustees must be elected from among the registered electors 

qualified to vote at general elections within said district. 

The first board of trustees shall be elected at the same 

election held upon the creation of the district, subject to 

the creation thereof, shall qualify upon the organization of 

the district, if created, and the trustees may be nominated 
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and have their names appear upon the ballots upon the filing 

with the board of county commissioners of a petition signed 

by any five (5) qualified electors of the district. Any 

elector may sign as many nominating petitions as there are 

persons to be elected. The trustees elected for the first 

beard shall serve for terms commencing upon their being 

elected and qualified and terminating one (1), two (2) and 

three (3) years respectively, from the first Monday in May 

following their election, and until their respective 

successors shall be elected and qualify. Annually thereafter 

there may be elected a trustee to serve for a term of three 

(3) years and until his successor shall be qualified and 

such term of three (3) years shall commence on the first 

Monday in May following the said trustee's election. All 

elections and nominations for election of trustees 

thereafter, shall be conducted by said qualified voters in 

the same manner as provided by the laws of the state of 

Montana for the election of school trustees of a second or 

third class school district, provided that wherever in the 

said laws of the state of Montana it is provided that 

certain action shall be performed or filings made with the 

clerk of the school board, the trustees or the board of 

trustees of the school district or the county superintendent 

of schools, the same shall, for the purposes of this act, be 

taken to refer to the clerk of the board of trustees of 
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the trustees or the board of 

hospital district or the county 

el&rk, respectively. If there is no nomination petition 

filed it $hall not be necessary to hold an election but the 

board of county commissioners shall appoint a trustee to 

fill the term, the term to be the same as if the trustee 

were elected. The trustees at their first meeting shall 

adopt bylaws for the government and management of the 

district, and shall appoint a qualified person to serve as 

clerk of the said board, who may or may not be one of their 

number. The trustees shall serve without pay. A vacancy upon 

the board of trustees, or in the office of clerk shall be 

filled by appointment by the remaining members and the 

appointee shall serve until the next ensuing election for 

trustees.• 

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT WILL BECOME 

17 EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-3- HB 565 


