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~~~~?;~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ttAN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

53-106, R.C.H. 1947, TO REQUIRE NlJ"Ml3ER PLATES EVERY FIVE 

YEARS INSTEAD OF EVERY OTHER YEAR." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBI: LEGISLATURE OF TH[ S7ATE OF HONTANA: 

Section l. Section 53-106, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-106. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle which 

shall be criven u9on the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a number plate, bearing 

the distinctive number assigned such vehicle. Such number 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type ~'hich shall bear 

the distinctive letters "MCD" or the lEotters "BC" anC' tl1e 

word "DEALER, • one for franchised dealers in ne>< motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear L;e 

distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers 

in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter 
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•u• and the word "DEALER," and one for dealers in trailers 

and/or semitrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER," and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

of dealers' plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

may designate. All number plates for motor vehicles shalll 

be-*~e~ee-every-e~fter-ye~r7-~rev*eea-~ft~~-~~mber-~~~eee-w*~~ 

~eK~-ee-*ee~ee-*ft-~fte--year--~9~~--~fte--~ft--~~~erftaee--ye~r~ 

~erea~~er7--~h~~~--ee~r-a-e~e~*fte~~ve-Mark*ft~T-efte-~fta~~-ee 

~~rftisfte&-ey-~fte-e~a~eT-~ft-~~eerfta~e-yeare 

(a) be issued in years divisible by the number five 

.!.&. 
(b) bear a distinctive marking, and 

(c) be funished by the state. 

In intervening years the registrar shall provide 

nonrernovable stickers bearing appropriate registration 

numbers which shall be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(2) In the case of motor cars, number plates shall be 

of metal six inches wide and twelve inches in length, the 

outline of the state of Montana shall be used as a 

distinctive border on such license plates, and the word 

"Montana• with the year shall be placed across the bottom of 

the plate. Such registration plate shall be treated with a 

reflectorized background material according to 
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specifications prescribed by the registrar. An additional 

fee of fifty (SO) cents per year for each registration of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue from 

this fee shall be forwarded by the respective county 

treasurers to the state treasurer for deposit in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 

Disbursements from the motor vehicle recording account shall 

be made by warrant drawn by the registrar. The distinctive 

registration numbers shall begin with a number one (1) or 

with a letter-number combination such as •A 1• or •AA 1,• or 

any other similar combination of letters and numbers and be 

numbered consecutively for each series of plates. The 

distinctive registration number or letter-number combination 

assigned to the vehicle shall appear on the plate preceded 

by the number of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and the county 

number shall be separated from the distinctive registration 

number by a dash or a dot unless a letter-number combination 

is used. The dimensions of such numerals and letters shall 

be determined by the registrar of motor vehicles, provided 

that all county and registration numbers shall be of equal 

height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive markings: 
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For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments, and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •state owned• and no year 

number will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be of a permanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates require same. For Vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of Montana, to, or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in the line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in such position thereon as the registrar may designate, the 

letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT.• Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 

begin with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(41 On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

trailers, there shall appear the letter wTw or the word 

wTRUCKn for plates assigned to trucks and the letters •TR• 

-4-
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1 or the word "TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

2 housetrailers, and the letters "MC" or the word "CYCLE" for 

3 plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

4 Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

5 or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

6 a replacement passenger car, truck, trailer or motorcycle 

7 type vehicle. 

8 (5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

9 of the state shall be assigned numbers as follows: Silver 

10 Bow, 1; cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; ~1issoula, 4; Lewis and 

11 Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 

12 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 

Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; 

Musselsr.ell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 

Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; NcCone, 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 

17; Beaverhead, 18; 

Big Horn, 22; 

25; Ponder a, 26; 

Deer Lodge, 30; 

33; Sheridan, 34; 

37; Glacier, 38; 

41; Carter, 42; 

45; Granite, 46; 

21 Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

22 51; \'libaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Hineral, 54; Petroleum, 

23 55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

24 by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may be formed, 

25 beginning with the number 57." 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highw~ys & Tr~nsport~tion 

HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

INTRODUCED BY GOULD, FEDERICO, DAY, LORY, BRADLEY, 

KEI-IMIS, FABREGA, ELLIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT EN1'ITLED: "AN ACT TO A~ND SECTION 

53-106, R.C.M. 1947, TO REQUIRE NUM3ER PLATES EVER¥-F~VE 

¥EARS TO 3E ISSUED FOR A MINIMUM OF FIVE YEARS INSTEAD OF 

EVERY OTHER YEAR." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-106, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-106. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a number plate, bearing 

the distinctive number assigned such vehicle. Such number 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters "MCD" or the letters "MC" and the 

word "DEALER," one for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers 
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in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers} 

which shall bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter 

"U" and the word "DEALER," and one for dealers in trailers 

and/or semitrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER," and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

of dealers' plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

may designate. All number plates for motor vehicles shall! 

be-~~~~ee-e¥ery-e~he~-yeftr7-~~e•~eee-~ae-ft~e~-~iaee~-wii~ 

fte~~--~e--iss~ed--ift--~he--yea~--~9~~-aftd-~ft-a~ee~fta~e-yea~s 

~he~ea~~e~T-sha~~-bear-a-d~s~ifteei¥e-ma~~ift~T-aftd--sha~~--be 

£~~ishee-by-~he-s~aee~-ift-a~ee~aee-rea~s 

(a) be issued in years ei¥isi~~e-ay-eBe-fttimber-~i¥e 

t5t FOR A MINIMUM OF FIVE (5) YEARS, 

In 

(b) bear a distinctive marking, and 

(c) be furnished by the state. 

intervening years the registrar shall provide 

nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate registration 

numbers which shall be affixed to the license plates in use. 

(2) In the case of motor cars, number plates shall be 

of metal six inches wide and twelve inches in length, the 

outline of the state of Montana shall be used as a 

distinctive border on such license plates, and the word 

"Montana" with the year shall be placed across the bottom of 

-2- HS 541 
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the plate. Such registration plate shall be treated with a 

reflectorized background material according to 

specifications prescribed by the registrar. An additional 

fee of fifty (50) cents per year for each registration of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue from 

this fee shall be forwarded by the respective county 

treasurers to the state treasurer for deposit in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 

Disbursements from the motor vehicle recording account shall 

be made by warrant drawn by the registrar. The distinctive 

registration numbers shall begin with a number one (1) or 

with a letter-number combination such as • A 1 • or • AA 1, • or 

any other similar combination of letters and numbers and be 

numbered consecutively for each series of plates. The 

distinctive registration number or letter-number combination 

assigned to the vehicle shall appear on the plate preceded 

by the number of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and the county 

number shall be separated from the distinctive registration 

number by a dash or a dot unless a letter-number combination 

is used. The dimensions of such numerals and letters shall 

be determined by the registrar of motor vehicles, provided 

that all county and registration numbers shall be of equal 

height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 
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addition to the markings herein provided, number plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments, and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •state Owned • and no year 

number will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be of a permanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates require same. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of Montana, to, or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in the line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in such position thereon as the registrar may designate, the 

letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT.• Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 

begin with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(4) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

-4- HB 541 
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trailers, there shall appear the letter "T" or the word 

"TRUCK" for plates assigned to trucks ·and the letters "TR" 

or the •qord "TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

housetrailers, and the letters 8 MC" or the word "CYCLE" for 

5 plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

6 Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

7 or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

8 a replacement passenger car, truck, trailer or motorcycle 

9 type vehicle. 

10 (5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

11 of the state shall be assigned numbers as follows: Silver 

12 Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; Lewis and 

13 Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 

14 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

15 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

16 Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big Horn, 22; 

17 MusselE~ell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

18 Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

19 Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

20 Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

21 Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

22 Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

23 Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

24 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

25 55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

-5- HB 541 
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by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may be formed, 

beginning with the number 57." 

-End-

-6- HB 541 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

INTRODUCED uY GOULD, FEDERICO, DAY, LORY, BRADLEY, 

KEI-!MIS, FA.aREGA, ELLIS 

A BILL FOR Ail ACT ENTITLED: "A~ ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

53-106, R.C.~. 1947, TO REQUIRE NUM3ER PLATES HVBR¥-P~B 

¥BARS TO BE ISSUED FOR A MINIMUM OF FIVE YEARS INSTEAD OF 

EVERY OTHER YLAR." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-106, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-106. Number plates. {1) Every motor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a n~er plate, bearing 

the distinctive number assigned such vehicle. Such number 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of motor vehicles 

motorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, 

of 

one 

the 

for 

dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters "MCD• or the letters •MC" and the 

word •oEALER,• one for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

{including trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

{including trucks and trailers) which shall bear tne 

distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers 
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in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

which shall ~ear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter 

"U" and the word •oEALER," and one for dealers in trailers 

and/or semitrailers {new or used) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR• and the word 

"DEALER," and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

of dealers' plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

may designate. All number plates for motor vehicles shall: 

~e-i~s~es-e¥ery-e~her-re~~T-pr~aee-ehae-ft~er-~ia~es-w*~ 

fteK~--~e--iss~ea--ift--~he--year--i9T~-afte-ift-ai~eraa~e-years 

~he~a~eerT-sha~i-~ear-a-ftis~~fteei¥e-ma~ftift~7-afte--shaii--~e 

~~rft~Shed-~y-~he-s~a~T-~ft-ai~erftaee-years 

{a) be issued in years einsi~ie-l!tr-el\e-ft~e~-oii¥e 

iSt FOR A MINIMUM OF FIVE {5) YEARS, 

{b)· bear a distinctive marking, and 

(c) be furnished by the state. 

In intervening years the registrar shall provide 

nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate registration 

numbers which shall be affixed to the license plates in use. 

{2} In the case of motor cars, number plates shall be 

of metal six inches wide and twelve inches in length, the 

outline of the state of Montana shall be used as a 

distinctive border on such license plates, and the word 

"Montana" with the year shall be placed across the bottom of 

-2- H'3 541 
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the plate. Such registration plate shall be treated with a 

reflectorized background material according to 

specifications prescribed by the registrar. An additional 

fee of fifty (50) cents per year for each registration of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue from 

this fee shall be forwarded by the respective county 

treasurers to the state treasurer for deposit in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 

Disbursements from the motor vehicle recording account shall 

be made by warrant drawn b¥ the registrar. The distinctive 

registration numbers shall begin with a number one (1) or 

with a letter-number combination such as •A 1• or •AA 1,• or 

any other similar combination of letters and numbers and be 

numbered consecutively for each series of plates. The 

distinctive registration n~~er or letter-number combination 

assigned to the vehicle shall appear on the plate preceded 

by the number of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and the county 

number shall be separated from the distinctive registration 

number by a dash or a dot unless a letter-number combination 

is used. The dimensions of such numerals and letters shall 

be determined by the registrar of motor vehicles, provided 

that all county and registration numbers shall be of equal 

height. 

{3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

-3- HB 541 
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addition to the markings herein provided, nwaber platss 

shall have thereon the following distinctive m~rkings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrcU: of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments, and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •state OTNned• and no year 

nUmber will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be of a permanent natnre, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 

condition oE numl•ered plates require same. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, ~uni~ipalities and s~hool districts 

and used and operated by officials a.~ amploye~3 thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or tha state of ~~ntana, to, or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in the line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in such position thereon as the registrar may designate, the 

letter •x• or the word "EXEMPT." Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of b,e 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties &hall 

begin with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

{4) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

-4- HB 541 
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trailers, there shall appear the letter •T• or the word 

•TRucK• for plates assigned to trucks .and the letters •TRM 

or the word •TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

4 housetrailers, and the letters wMC" or the word •cYcLE• for 

5 plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

6 Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

7 or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

8 a replacement passenger car, truck, trailer or motorcycle 

9 type vehicle. 

10 (5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

11 of the state shall be assigned numbers as follows: Silver 

12 Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; Lewis and 

13 Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 

14 9; carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l9 

14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; 

Chouteau, 19; Valley, 

Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 

Richland, 27; Powell, 

Teton, 31; Stillwater. 

Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

20; Toole, 2h Big Horn, 22; 

24; Madison, 25; Ponder a, 26; 

28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

20 Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

21 Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

22 Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

23 Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48;· Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

24 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleum, 

25 55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

-5- HB 541 
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by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may be formed, 

beginning with the number 57.• 

-End-

-6- HB 541 



March 27, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

That House Bill No. 541, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, section 1, line 9. 
Following: "designate." 
Strike: "All" 
Insert: "Beginning in 1977," 

2. Amend page 2, section 1, line 14. 
Following: "issued" 
Strike: "in years" 

AND AS SO AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN 



April 3, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

AMENDMEN'l'S TO HOUSE BILL NO. 541 

That House Bill No. 541, be amended as follows: 

Amend Senate Committee on Highways and Transportation Amendments, 
dated March 27, 1975, as follows: 

1. Amend amendment No. 1, insertion paragraph, line 1. 
Following: "in" 
Strike: "1977" 
Insert: "1976" 
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HOUSO:: BILL l>iO. 541 

INT ROJUCED :aY GOULD, FE:.JERICO, DAY, LORY, BRADLEY, 

KEMMIS, FABREGA, ELLIS 

A tiiLL FOR A:·l ACT EHTITLLD: "AJ.l ACT TO A. "lEND SECTION 

53-106, R.C.M. 1947, TO REQUIRE NUMBER PLATES SVSR¥-P~VB 

¥EARS TO l3E ISSUED FOR A tUNIMUH OF FIVE YEARS INSTEAD OF 

EVERY O'l'lli:R YEAR." 

BE IT El;ACTED 3Y 'l'hB LI:GISLATURE OF 'l'HE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-106, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-106. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a number plate, bearing 

the Jistinctive number assigned such vehicle. Such nwnber 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

<lealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters "HCD" or the letters ";,IC" and the 

word "0f2!.L~,R," o:oe for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(inclujing trucks and trailers) or new anJ. useu motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers 
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in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers] 

whicn shall bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter 

"U" and the word "OLALER," and one for dealers in trailers 

and/or semitrailers (new or use6) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters ":JTP." or the letters "TR• and the word 

"DEALER," and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

of dealers' plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned thereto in sucn position thereon as the registrar 

may designate. A%% BEGINNI~m It> %9'i''i' 1976, number plates for 

motor vehicles shall~ be-iss~ed-e¥ery-~~her--yearT--pr~¥~ed 

ehae--ft~er-p%a~es-wi%%-ftex~-he-~ss~ed-ift-ehe-year-r9T3-aftd 

ift-ar~erfta~e-years--eherea£eerT--sharr--bear--a--d~ee~fteei¥e 

markift~T--ftftd--shar%-be-£~rftished-hy-ehe-s~aeeT-~ft-ar~erfta~e 

yearf! 

(a) be issued ift-years-d~Yisih%e-by--~he--ft~er--£iye 

t5t FOR A MINIMUM OF FIVE (5) YEARS, 

(b) bear a distinctive :narking, and 

(c) be furnished by tite state. 

In intervening years the registrar 

nonrernovable stickers beariag apt)ropriate 

shall provide 

regis=ation 

numbers which shall be affixed co u1e license plates in use. 

(2) In the case of motor cars, number plates shall be 

of metal six inches wide and twelve inches in length, the 

outline of the state of Montana shall be used as a 

distinctive border on such lice~se plates, and the word 
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"Montana• with the year shall be placeu across the bottom of 

the plate. Such registration plate shall be treated with a 

reflectorized background material according to 

specifications prescribed by the registrar, An additional 

fee of fifty (50) cents per year for each registration of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue from 

this fee shall be forwarded by the respective county 

treasurers to the state treasurer for deposit in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 

Disbursements from the motor vehicle recording account shall 

be made by warrant drawn by the registrar. The distinctive 

registration n:.unbers shall begin with a number one (l) or 

with a letter-number combination such as "A l" or "AA 1," or 

any other similar combination of letters and numbers and be 

numbered consecutively for each seri0s of plates. 'l.';1e 

Jistinctive registration number or letter-number combination 

assigned to the vehicle S•lall appear on the plate preceded 

by the number of the county anu appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and ~he county 

number shall be separated from the distinctive registration 

number oy a dash or a dot unless a letter-number combination 

is used, The dimensions of such numerals and letters shall 

be determined by the registrar of motor vehicles, provided 

that all county and reqistration numbers shall be of equal 

height. 
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(3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates 

shall have thereon the following distinct1ve markings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments, and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words "State Owned" and no year 

nmuber will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be of a permanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates require same. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of Montana, to, or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in tne line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the number plates assigned thereto, 

in such position t~ereon as the registrar may designate, the 

letter "X" or the wore: "l:XEMP'l'. • Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 

begin with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(4) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 
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the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

trailers, there shall appear the letter ~T" or the word 

"TRUCK" for plates assigned to trucks and the letters "TR" 

or the word "TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

5 housetrailers, and the letters ":lC" or the word "CYCLE" for 

6 plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

7 Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

S or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

9 a replacement passenger car, truck, trailer or motorcycle 

10 type vehicle. 

11 (5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

12 of the state shall be assigned numbers as follows: Silver' 

13 Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Mi~soula, 4; Lewis and 

14 Clark, 5; Gallatin, ~; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 

15 9; carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; custer, 

16 14; Lake, 15; uawson, 16; Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

17 Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big darn, 22; 

lo Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

19 Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lod1e, 30; 

20 Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; 'l'reasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

21 Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 3<l; 

22 Fallun, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; i'!c<..:one, 41; carter, 42; 

23 Lroadwater, ,13; 1'/heatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

24 oeagher, 17; Liberty, 4q; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

25 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 51; ~1ineral, 54; Petroleum, 
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55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may be formed, 

beginning with the number 57." 

-End-
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