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INTRODUCED BY '4&;, ot g£_4 =% &f“_‘z %
A BILL FPOR AN ACT Z'rrrmzn: AN Zé; TO AMEND SECTIONS

32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 BAND 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947,

REDEFINING AND BROADENING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGENCY
VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATICN OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED
EMERGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES ON
APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES
BAND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIORAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND

RESTRICTIONS, "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1, section 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:
*32-2102, bvefinitions -- vehicle =-- motor vehicle -=-

motorcycle =-- motor-driven cycle == police vehicle ==

authorized emergency vehicle -- emergency service vehicle --

school bus -~ bicycle == special mobile equipment. ({a)
Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by which any person or
Droperty is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway,
except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon
staticnary rails or tracks.

(b) Motor vehicle. which is

Every vehicle

self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by
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electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not
operated upon rails. ’

" Ae) Motorcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or
saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on
not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground,
but excluding a tractor.

{d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Ewvery motorcycle, including
every mOtor scooter, with a wmotor which produces not to
exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle. with motor
attached.

{e--Anthorized-Buergency-Vehioker-Vehisies—-of-che-fire
deparementy-——-fire~--patroty-—-poiice-—--vehioicayr--and-~-such
ambatanees-and-energ y-vehiotes-of--nunieipai--deparments
er—--publie--service~-sorporations--or--gf--parsons--as--are

designated-or-anthorissd-by-the-poardr

(e} Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of

any law enforcement agency.

{f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles. Vehicles of the

fire department, fire patrol and such ambulances and
emergency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the

poard.
Emergenc Service Vshicles. Eme service
vehicles of state, count or municipal de tments or

public service vehicles, which, by the nature of their

operation, cause a vehioular traffic hazard; or authorised
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tow cars.

+£>(h) School Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a
public or governmental agency and operated for the
transportation of children to or from schocl or privately
owned and operated for compensation for the transportation
of children to or from school.

493 (i) Bicycle. Every device propelled by human power
upon which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels
either of which is more than twenty (20) inches in diameter.

+h¥(j) Special Mobile Egquipment. Every wvehicle not
designed or used primarily for the transportation of persans
or property and incidentally operated or moved over the
highways, including farm tractors, road construction or
maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring
apparatus and concrete mixers. T?e foregoing enumeration
shall be deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude
other such vehicles which are within the general terms of
this section.”

Section 2. Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"32-2128. Aueherieed Police vehicles and authorized

emergency vehicles. (a) The driver of em a police vehicle or

authorized emergency vehicle, when esponding to an
emergency call or:when in the pursuit of -an actuaal or
suspected viclator of the law -or when responding to but not
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upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the
conditions herein stated.

(b} The driver of am a police wvehicle or authorized

emergency vehicle may:

l. Park or stand, Iirrespective of the provisions of
this act:

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but
only after slowing down as may be necessafy for safe
operation;

3. Exceed the speed limits so lcng as he does not

-endangex life or property:

4., Disregard regulations governing direction of
movement or turning in specified directions.

(c) The exemptions herein granted to am a police
vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only
when such vehieie vehicles s are making use of audible and
visual signals meeting the regquirements of section
32-231-132, except that an authorized emergency vehicle
operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or
display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.

(d} The foregocing provisions shall not relieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the

-
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driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for
the safety of others.”

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

*32-~2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police
vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a) Upon the
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making
use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements
of section 32-21-132, or of a police wvehicle properly and
lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of
every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall
immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as
possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway
clear iof any intersection and shall stop and remain in such

position until the police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a
police cfficer or highway patrolman.
{b) This section shall not operate to xrelieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard £or the
safety of all persons using the highway.®

Secticn 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

"32-21~132. Audible and wvisual signals on vehicles.

{a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren
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capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not,

be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or

blue lights as specified herein, The use of signal

eguipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other vehicle, the obligation to yield right of way and/or

to  stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is

reascnable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

tay (b} Every authori?ed emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be equipped with a siren, exhauey
whistie--or-peli-capable~of-giving-an-audibie-ssgnaiy and ap

alternately flashing or rotating red light as specifigg

herein.

tb*(c) Ewvery authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be equipped with signal lamps mounted
as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which
shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2)
alternately flashing red lights located at the same level
and to the rear two (2) alternately flashing red 1lights
located at the same level, and these lights shall have

sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred (500}

sl

feet in normal sunlight.
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te+(d) Ewvery bus used for the transpertation of school
children shall, in addition to any other eguipment and
distinctive markings reguired by this act, be equipped with
signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally
as practicable, displaying to the front twe (2) red and two
(2) amber alternating flashing lights and to the rear two
(2} red and two (2) amber alternating flashing lights. These
lights shall have sufficient intensity to be visible at five
hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight. The warning 1lights
shall be of a type, and located an each bus, as prescribed
by the state board of education and approved by the
supervisor of the highway patrol.

{t4}—~A-—police--vehicie-~when-~used—as-——an~—authorised
emergeney—-vehiele——-may--but--need—not--be —~ecquipped-—~with
altexnatedy-£lashing-red-dighta-specified-herein-Fhe-use-of
the--signal--eguipment——deseribed-——hexein--shall-impose-upeon
driverg-gf-other-vehielas-the-obiigation-+te-yield--right-~-of

way-—and-step-as-preseriped-in-sections-32-23135-and-32-2469<

{e} Police vehicles and authorized emergency vehicles

may, and emergency service vehicles shall, in addition to

any cther equipment and distinctive markings required by

this act be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating

amber licghts as specified herein. The use of signal

eguipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other wehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or
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to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is nc greater than is

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

(f} Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections

(a}), (b) and (c) of this act shall be mounted as high as as

widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of

displaying to the front two (2} alternately flashing lights

of the specified color located at the same level and to the

rear two (2) alternately flashing lights of the specified

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one

{1) rotating light of the specified color, mounted as high

as is practicable which shall be both wvisible front and

rear. These lights shall have sufficient intensity to be

vigsible at five hundred (500) feet in nommal sunlight. The

use of blue lights as required in subsection (a) of this act

shall be restricted to police vehicles as defined in section

32-2102, R.C.M. 1947."

~End-
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Approved by Committee

on Highways & Transportation

INTRCDUCED BY . }'iM/,L// b Ntpppd i

aéé%chaﬂlg;Eavpjc 2 ‘i ﬂ: / 4
A BILL FOR AN ACT gTITLm TO AMEND SECTICNS

32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 AND 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947,

REDEFINING AND BROADENING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGENCY
VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE CPERATION OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED
EMERGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES ON
APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES
AND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIONAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND

RESTRICTIONS."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1, Ssection 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:
"32-2102, Definitions -- vehicle -- motor vehicle --

motorcycle -- motor-driven cycle -- police wvehicle -~

authorized emergency vehicle -~ emergency service vehicle --

school bus -- bicycle =-- special mcobile equipment. (a)
Vehicle. Every devjice, in, upon, or by which any person or
Property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway,
except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon
stationary rails or tracks.

(b) Motof vehicle. Every vehicle which is

self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by
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electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not
operated upon rails.

{c) Motorcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or
saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on
not more than three (3} wheels in contact with the ground,
but excluding a tractor.

{d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Every motorcycle, including
every motor scooter, with a motor which preduces not to
exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle with motor
attached.

te}--Antchorized-Emergeney-Vehieter-Yehiotes-of-the-£fire
deparementy—~-five-——-patrely---potice-~~vehicteny-~and--sueh
ambulances—-and-emergeney-vehicles-of--nuntetpat--deparements
or~—-~puptie~-service--corporations--er--ef--persens--as--are
designated-or-anthorized-py-the-poardr

(e) Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of

any law enforcement agency.

(f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles. Vehicles of the

fire department, fire patrol and such ambulances and

emergency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the

board.

(g) Emergency Service Vehicles. Emergency service

vehicles of state, county, or municipal departments or

public service wvehicles, which, by the nature of their

operation, cause a vehicular traffic hazard; or authorized

-2- ﬁa:as
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tow cars.

4£€+(h) school Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a
pub®ic or governmental agency and operated for the
transportation of children to or from school or privately
owned and operated for compensation for the transportation
of children to or from school.

+g¥+{i) Bicycle. Every device propelled by human power
upon which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels
either of which is more than tﬁenty (20) inches in diameter.

+h#+ (3} Special Mobile Equipment. Every vehicle not
designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons
or property and incidentally operated or moved over the
highways, including farm tractors, road constructicn or
maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring
apparatus and concrete mixers, The foregoing enumeration
shall be deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude
other such vehicles which are within the general terms of
this section,"

Section 2. Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"32-2128, Autherized Police vehicles and authorized

emergency vehicles. {a} The driver of am a police vehicle or.

authorized  emergency vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actwal or
suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not
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upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, but subject tc the
conditions herein stated.

{b} The driver of am a police vehicle or authorized

emergency vehicle may: :

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of
this act;.

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stcop sign, but
only after slowing down as may Se necessary for safe
operation;

3. Exceed the speed 1limits so 1long as he does not
endanger life or property;

4. Disregard regulations governing direction of
movement or turning in specified directions.

(c) The exemptions herein granted to am a police
vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only
when such vehieie vehicles #® are making use of audible and
visual signals meeting the requirements of section
32-21-132, except that an authorized emergency vwehicle
operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or
display a red light visible from in front of the wvehicle.

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the

-4
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driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for
the safety of others."

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.M, 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"32-2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police
vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a} Upon the
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making
use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements
of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and
lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of
every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall
immediately dxive to a position parallel to, and as close as
possible to, the right~hand edge or curb of the roadway
clear of any intersection 2nd shall stop and remain in such

position until the police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a

" police officer or highway patrolman.

{b) This section shall not operate to relieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons using the highway."

Section 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

"32-21-132. Audible and visual signals on vehicles.

{a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren

-5

[, S A L

LU -J- - BN -

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Ic 1112

capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not,

- .
be equipped with altemately flashing or rotating red or

blue lights as specified herein. The use of signal

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other vehicle, the obligation to vield right of way and/or

to0 stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is

reascnable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

4ay(b) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be equipped with a siren, esxhaust
whistie--or-beli-capablie-efi-giving-an-aundipie-si¢gnair and an

altermnately flashing or rotating red 1light as specified

herein.

{b}igl Every authorized emergency wvehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be eguipped with signal lamps mounted
as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which
shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2)
alternately flashing red lights located at the same level
and to the rear two (2} alternately flashing red 1lights
located at the same level, and these lights shall have

sufficient irtensity to be visible at five hundred {500)

- HB So8

feet in normal sunlight.
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te+{d) Every bus used for the transportation of school
children shall, in addition toc any other equipment and
distinctive markings reguired by this act, be eguipped with
signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally
as practicable, displaying to the front two {2) red and two
{2) amber alternating flashing lights and to the rear twoc
(2) red and two (2) amber alternating flashing lights. These
lights shall have sufficient intensity to be visible at five
hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights
shall be of a type, and located on each bus, as prescribed
by the state board of education and approved by the
supervisor of the highway patrol,

+dr--A--pelice--vehiele—when--used—as--an--autherized
emergeney-—vehéeie--mey——but;-needé-net-he—-equipped-—-with
alternately-fisshing-red-iights-specifisd-hereiny-Fhe-use-of
the--signal-—~equipment——deneribed—herein--shaii-impose-npeon
driverg-eof-other-rvehieles-the-obligation-+to-yield--right-~of
way-—gnd-stop-as-preseribed-in-sections-32-2335-and-32-2387

{e) Police vehicles and authorized emergency vehicles

may, and emergency service vehicles shall, in addition to

any other equipment and distinctive markings required by

this act be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating

arber lights as specified herein. The use o©of signal

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other vehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or

-
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to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

{f) Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections

{a), {(b) and (c) of this act shall be mounted as high as as

widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of

displaying to the front two {2) alternately flashing lights

of the specified color located at the same level and to the

rear two (2) alternately flashing lights of the specified

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one

{1) rotating light of the specified color, mounted as high

.as is practicable which shall be both wvisible front and

rear. These lights shall have sufficient intensity to be

visible at five hundred (500) feet im normal sunlight. The

use of blue lights as required in subsection {a) of this act

shall be restricted to police vehicles as defined in section

32-2102, R.C.M. 1947."

=-End-

-8~
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INTRODUCED BY , '521 GZ, g£4 % 4_,?4“Z 54
7 Z 7 “’42;241¢3L :a4:%7754¢A1vék<3
A BILL FOR AN ACT £NTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS

32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 BAND 32-2i-132, R.C.M. 1947,
REDEFINING AND BROADENING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGENCY
VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATICN OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED
EMERGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION CF VEHICLES ON
APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES
AND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIONAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND

RESTRICTIONS."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1, Section 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

32-2102, Definitions -- vehicle -- motor vehicle --
motorcycle -- motor-driven c¢ycle -~ police vehicle --

authorized emergency vehicle -- emergency service vehicle --

school bus -- bicycle =~- special mobile equipment. (a)
Vehicle. Everv device, in, upon, or by which any person or
Property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway,
exéept devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon
stationary rails or tracks.

{b) Motor Vehicle. Every vehicle which is

self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by
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electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not
operated upon rails.

(¢} Motorcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or
saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on
not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground,
but excluding a tractor.

(d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Every motorcycle, including
every motor scooter, with a motor which produces not to
exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle with motor
attached.

fe}--Autherized-Emergency-Vehieter-Vehieites-af-the-fire

deparementy-—-fire---patroiy---pois vehteiesy--and--sueh
ambuiances-and-emergensy-vehictes—of--punietpat-~deparements
or~=--pubiie--service~—-corporations--or--of--persens--as--are
designated-or-anthorizsed-by-the-poardsr

(e} Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of

any law enforcement agency.

(f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles, Vehicles of the

fire department, fire patrol and such ambulances and

energency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the

board.

{g) Emergency Service Vehicles. Emergency service

vehicles of state, county, or municipal departments or

public service vehicles, which, by the nature of their

operation, cause a vehicular traffic hazard; or authorized
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tow cars.

+£+(h} sSchool Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a
public or governmental agency and operated for the
tramsportation of children to or from school or privately
cﬁaed  and operated for compensation for the transportation
of children to oxr fram school.

<e31{i) Bicycle. Every device prdbelle§rby human power
upon which any perscn may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels
eithér of which is more than twenty (20) inches in diameter.

4h)(j) Special Mebile Equipment. «very vehicle not
designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons
or property and incidentally operated or moved over the
highways, including farm tractors, road construction or
maintenance machinery, ditch~-digging apparatus, well-boring
apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration
shall be deemed partial and shall net operate to exclude
other such wvehicles which are within the general terms of
this section.”

Section 2. Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

#32-2128, Aukherised Police vehicles and authorized

emergency vehicles. (a) The driver of am a police vehicle or

authorized emergency  vehicle, when responding to an

-emergency call or when 1in the pursuit of an actual or

suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not

-3
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upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the
conditions herein stated.

{0} The driver of am a police vehicle or authorized

emergency vehicle may: )

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of
this aet;

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but
only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe
operation;

3. Exceed the speed 1limits so long as he does not
endanger life or property;

4, Dbisregard regulations governing direction of
movement Or turning in specified directions.

{c} The exemptions herein granted to aem a police
vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only
when such wehésie vehicles #e are making use of audible and
visual signals‘ meeting the requirements of section
32~21~132, except that an authorized emergency vehicle
operated as a police vehicle need not be eguipped with or
display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the

-4
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driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for
the safety of others.”

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

®32~2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police
vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a) Upon the
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making
use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements
of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and
lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of
every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall
immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as
possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway
clear of any inﬁersection and shall stop and remain in such

position until the police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle: has passed, except when otherwise directed by a
police officer or highway patrolman.
{b) This section shall not operate %o relieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons using the highway.”

Section 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.M, 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

"32-21-132, Audible and wvisual signals on vehicles.

{a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren
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capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not,

be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or

blue lights as specified herein. The use of signal

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other vehicle, the obligation to yield right of way and/or

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

4a¥(b) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other eguipment and distinctive markings
required bf this act, be equipped with a siren, exhause
whistie-—e!-beii—eapah&e-ei-giving-an-au&ih&e—eignaif and an

alternately flashing or rotating red licght as specified

herein.

{ky(c) Ewvery authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be equipped with signal lamps mounted
as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which
shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2)
alternately flashing red 1lights located at the same level
and to the rear two (2) alternately f£lashing red 1lights
located at the same level, and these lights shall have
sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred (500)

feet in normal sunlight. 7 e~ (G

s
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$e}{d) Ewvery bus used for the transportation of school
children shall, in addition to any other ecuipment and
distinctive markings required by this act, be eguipped with
signal lamps mounted as high .and as waidely sspeced laterally
-as practicable, displaying to the front two (%) red and two
{2) amber alternating <flasghing lidhts and +o the rear two
(2) red and two {2) amber alternating flashimg lights. These
lights ®hall have sufficient intensity to be visible at five
hundred {500} feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights
shall be of a type, and located on each bus, as prescribed
by the state board of education and approved by the
supervisor of the highway patrol.

4d}——d—police--vehieie~—ywhen—used-—as~——an--eutherised
energeney ——vehieke--may-—-but--need—not——pe ——oouipped - ——with

alternateiy-flashing-red-iightas-apecified-h dnr-Fhe-une-of

the——signai-—ecquignent ——deseriped—herein-—shnll-impese-upen
deivers-of-sther-wehteies—the-ohligebion—to-yieid—~right——of
way-—ani-shop-as—preseribed-in-sect ions-32—2375 ~and~32~238%y

fe) Pglice wehidles and authorized emergemcy wehicles

may, and emergency service wehicles shall, in addition %o

any other equipment and distinctive markings reguired by

‘this act be eguipped with alternately flashing or rotating

amhar lights as specified herein. The use of sgignal

sgmipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other wehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or

-7-

[ S = S

o

LC 1112

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is

reasondble and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

‘{€£) Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections

{a)., 4b) and {c} of this act shall be mounted as high as as

widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of

displaying to the front two {(2) alternately flashing lights

of the specified color loccated at the same level and to the

rear two (2) alternately flashing lights of the specified

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one

(1) rotating light of the specified color, mounted as hich

as is practicable which shall be both visible front and

rear. These lights shall have sufficient intensity to be

visible at five hundred (500) feet in nommal sunlight. The

uge of blue lights as reguired in subsection (a) of this act

shall be reetricted to police vehicles as defined in section

32-2102, R.C.M. 1947."

-End-
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JOUSE BILL &O. 508
INTRODUCLY BY KENOALL

{BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMEWT OF HIGHWAYS)
A BILL FCR AW ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS
32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 AND 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947,
REDEFINING AND BROADEWING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGLNCY
VEUICLES, GOVERNING THE GPERATION OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED
EMERGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATICN OF VEHICLES OH
APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES
AND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIONAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND

RESTRICTIONS."

DE IT LNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TUE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 32~-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

"32-2102. Definitions -- vehicle -- motor vehicle .=--
motorcycle -- motor-driven c¢ycie -- police vehicle -~
authorized emergency vehicle -- emergency service vehicle —--
school bus -- bicycle -- special mobile eguipment. (a)

Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by which any person or
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway,
except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon

stationary rails or tracks.

{b) Motor Vehicle. Every vehicle which is
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self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by
electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not
operated upon rails.

(c}) Motorcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or
saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on
not more than three {(3) wheels in contact with the ground,
but excluding a tractor.

(d} Motor=-Driven Cycle. Every motorcycle, including
every motor scooter, with a motor which produces not to
exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle with motor
attached.

ter--Auvthoriged-Emergency-¥ehielter-Vehickes-of-the-£ire
deparementy-——fire—-——pagroty---petice-—~vehictesy~—-and--sush
ambuiances-and-emergency-vehictes-of-—muntcipal-—departments
or--~-publie--gervice-—-corporations--or-—-of--persons--as--are
destgnated-or-anthorized-by-the-poardsr

(e} Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of

any law enforcement agency.

{f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles, Vehicles of the

fire department, fire patrol and such ambulances and

emergency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the

board.

(g} Emergency Service Vehicles. Emergency service

vehicles of state, county, or municipal dJepartments or

public serwvice vehicles, which, by the nature of their

-2= HB 508
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operation, cause a vehicular traffic hazard; or authorized

tow cars.

4£¥(h) School Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a
public or governmental agency and operated for the
transportation of children to or from school or privately
owned and operated for compensation for the transporfation
of children to or from school.

{93 (i) Bicycle. Every device propelled by human power
upon which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels
either of which is more than twenty (20) inches in diameter.

4h¥(j) Special Mobile Equipment. Every vehicle not
designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons
or property and incidentally operated or moved over the
highways, including farm tractors, road construction or
maintenance machinery, ditch~digging apparatus, well-boring
apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration
shall be deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude
other such vehicles which are within the general terms of
this section.”

Section 2. Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"32=-2128, Authewized Police vehicles and anthorized

emergency vehicles. (a) The driver of am a police vehicle or

authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or

-3 HB 508
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suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not
upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, bhut subject to the
conditions herein stated.

(b) Tae driver of am a police vehicle or authorized

emergency vehicle may:

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of
this act;

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but
only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe
operation;

3. Exceed the speed limits so long as he does not
endanger life or property;

4. Disrégard regulations governing direction of
movement or turning in specified directions.

{c) The exemptions herein granted to aam a police
vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only
when such wentete vehicles s are making use of audible and
visual signals meeting the regquirements of section
32-21-132, except tnat an authorized emergency wehicle
operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or
display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the

driver of em a_police veirticle or authorized emergency

venicle from the duty to drive wita due regard for tne

-4~ iB 508
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safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the
ariver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for
the safety of others."

section 3. Section 32-2175%, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

“32-2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police
vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. ({a) Upon the
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making
use of audible and visual signals meeting the reguirements
of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and
lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of
every other vehicle shall yield thne right of way and shall
immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as
possible to, tne right-hand edge or curb of the roadway
clear of any intersection and snall stop and remain in such

Josition wuntil tae police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a
police officer or highway patrolman.

(b} This section shall not operate to relieve the

driver of am a police vehicle or authorized emergency

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons using the highway."

Section 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.HM. 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

"32-21-132. Audible and visual signals on vehicles.

-5 B 508

-

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
1%
20
21
22
23
24

25

B 0508/02

fa) A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren

capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not,

be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or

blue lights as specified herein. The use of signal

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of

other wvehicles, the cbligation to yield right of way and/or

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

far(b) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be equipped with a siren, esxheuse
whistie-or-peli-capablie-of-giving-an-aukiblte-signais and an

alternately flashing or rotating red 1light as specified

herein.

€&+ (c} Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings
required by this act, be eguipped with signal lamps mounted
as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which
shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2)
alternately flashing red lights located at the same level
and to the rear two (2} alternately flashing red lights
located at the same level, and these 1lights shall have
sufficient intensity to be wvisible at five hundred (500)
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feet in normal sunlight.

fe3(d} Every bus used for the transportation of school
children shall, in addition to any other equipment and
distinctive markings required by this act, be equipped with
signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally
as practicable, displaying to the front two (2} red and two
{2) amber alternating flashing lights and to the rear two
{2) red and two {2) amber alternating flashing lights. These
lights shall have sufficient intensity to be wvisible at five
hundred (500} feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights
shall be of a type, and located on each bus, as prescribed
by the state board of education and approved by the
supervisor of the highway patrol.

44y -——A-—potice--vehicte-—when——used--as—-an-—auvthorized
energency-~vehtete—-may--but-—need--not--pe--eguipped-—-with
atternately-fiashing-red-liights-specificd-nereinz-Fre-use-of
the——signai--equipment--deseribed--herein--sheti-impese-upen
drivers-ef-ather-venicies-the-obligation-te-yietd--~rigne——of
way-—and-step-~as-preseribed-in~sections-32-23175-and-32-2397¢

(e} Police vehicles and authorized emergency vehnicles

may, and emergency service venicles shall, in addition to

any otiner equipment and distinctive markings required by

tnis act e equipped witin alternately flasning or rotating

amber lights as specified herein. The use of signal

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of
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other vehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or

fo stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with

caution and at a speed which is ro greater than is

reascnable and proper under the conditions existing at the

point of operation.

{f} Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections

(a}, (b) and (c} of this act shall be mounted as high as and

as widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of

displaying to the front two (2) alternately flashing lights

of the specified color located at the same level and to the

rear two (2} alternately flashing ligats of the specified

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one

{1) rotating light of the specified color, mounted as high

as is practicable which shall be both visible front and

rear. These lights shall have sufficient intensity to be

visible at five hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight. Tiae

use of blue lights as required in subsection ({a) of this act

shall be restricted to police vehicles as defined in section

32-2102, R.C.M, 1947."

-End-



