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~BILLNO,~ 
INTRODUCED BY , j/;:;__,cL, .tJ.f'/ =-'1. ~F 
~-wf 7~. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ~IT~:'. •AN- ~r:r- TO AMEND SECTIONS 

32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 AND 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, 

REDEFINING AND BROADENING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGENCY 

VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF POLICE AND AOTIIORIZED 

EMERGENCY VEHICLES 1 GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES ON 

APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHicLES 

AND PROVIDING FUR'rHER ADDITIONAL LIGB'riNG EQUIPMENT AND 

RESTRICTIONS, • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA'l'E OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is ~ded to 

read as follows: 

•32-2102. uefinitions -- vehicle -- motor vehicle 

motorcycle motor-driven cycle -- police vehicle 

authorized emergency vehicle -- emergency service vehicle 

school bus bicycle sp~cial mobile equipment. (a) 

Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by which any person or 

property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, 

except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 

stationary rails or tracks, 

(b) Motor Vehicle. Every vehicle wMch is 

self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by 
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electric power obtained fro. overhead trolley wires • but not 

operated upon rails. 

(c) Motorcycle. Every .ator vehicle having a seat or 

saddle for the use of the rider aud designed to travel on 

not .c»re than three (3) wheels iD CODtact with tbe ground. 

but excluding a tractor. 

(d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Evezy .atorcycle, illcladi.ng 

every .c»tor scooter • with a .c»tor which produces not to 

exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle_ with .c»tor 

attached. 

iet--M~i:Hd BIIU'!IeHY-IleltHI:e ... ~el:ee-ef tlhe·fi!Pe 

~----"---fi::re -pa~ .,.;uee Yehiei:ee,.-....,._ _ _._ 

-a.i-e-aaa-eae~-Yelli.ele-f- ... hipal-.... ~-----· 

er---puit:e--eerrt:ee-~ttt:ea--..--•--.., ... ----~ 
aeei9aattee-er-ae~HM~ aeaM... 

(e} Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of 

any law enforcement aqency. 

fire 

(f) Authorized EmergenCY Vehicles. Vehicles of the 

department, fire p&trol ud such ambuluces eel 

emergency vehicles as are designated or authOrised. by the 

~ 

(g) Emergency Service Vehicles. S..rp!!Cl service 

vehicles of state, county, or aunioipal depart.enta or 

public service vehicles, which, bY the nature of their 

operation, causa a vehicular traffic haaar4r or authoriaea 
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tow cars. 

t~ ill School Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a 

public or governmental agency and operated for the 

transportation of children to or from school or privately 

owned and operated for compensation· for the transportation 

of children to or from school. 

t~*i!l Bicycle. Every device propelled by human power 

upon which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels 

either of which is more than twenty (20) inches in diameter. 

thrliL Special Mobile Equipment. Every vehicle not 

designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons 

or property and incidentally operated or moved over the 

highways, including farm tractors, road constructi~n or 

maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well~boring 

apparatus and concrete mixers. 

shall be deemed partial and shall 

The foregoing enumeration 

not operate to exclude 

other such vehicles which are within the general terms of 

this section. • 

Section 2. Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•32-2128. A~efte~~~ea Police vehicles and au~~orized 

emergency vehicles. (a) The driver of 8ft .a police vehicle or 

authorized emergency vehicle, When ~esponding uo an 

emergency call or 'when in the pursuit of an actual or 

suspected vio-lator of the law or when responding to b\lt not 
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upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the 

privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the 

conditions herein stated. 

(b) The driver of an a police vehicle or authorized 

emergency vehicle may: 

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of 

this act; 

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 

only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 

operation; 

3. Exceed the speed limits so long as he does not 

endanger life or property; 

4. Disregard regulations governing direction of 

movement or turning in specified directions. 

(c) The exemptions herein granted to 

vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall 

lUI a police 

apply only 

when such ¥ehieie vehicles •e ~ making use of audible and 

visual signals meeting the requirements of section 

32-21-132, except that an authorized emergency vehicle 

operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or 

display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle. 

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 

driver of eft a police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the 

safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the 
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driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for 

the safety of others.• 

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police 

vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a) Upon the 

immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making 

use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements 

of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and 

lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of 

every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall 

immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as 

possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway 

clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in such 

position until the police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a 

police officer or highway patrolman. 

(b) This section shall not operate to relieve the 

driver of aft a police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the 

safety of all persons using the highway.• 

Section 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"32-21-132. Audible and visual signals on vehicles. 

{a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren 
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capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not, 

be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or 

blue lights as specified herein. The use of signal 

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of 

other vehicle, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 

to stop and to proceed past such signal or ligllt only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, 

~6T~ Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markinge 

required by this act, be equipped with a siren, eKhee• 

whis~~e--er-~~~-ee~e-ei-~i¥ift~-eft-etteieie-ei~fte~T and ae 

alternately flashing or rotating red light as specifiej 

herein. 

~erl£1 Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with signal lamps mounted 

as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which 

shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2) 

alternately flashing red lights located at the same level 

and to the rear two (2) alternately flashing red lights 

located at the same level, and these lights shall have 

sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred (500) 

feet in normal sunlight. 

-6-
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-fer ill Every bus used for the transportation of sehool 

children shall, in addition to any other equipnent and 

distinctive markings required by this act, be equipped with 

signa~ lamps rclounted as high and as widely spaced laterally 

as practicable, displaying to the front two (2) red and two 

(2) amber alternating flashing lights and to th~ rear two 

(2) red and two (2) amber alternating flashing lights. These 

lights shall have sufficient intensity to be visible at five 

hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights 

shall be 

by the 

of a type, and located en each bus, as prescribed 

state board of education and approved by the 

supervisor of the highway patrol. 

+er--A--~~iee--ve~ieie--Whe~--~ee~--~5--dft--~~~eri~ee 

emer~efley--¥efiieie--May--~~~--ftee~--fte~--ee--~i~s---wi~h 

-~~er~a~e~y-f~aehift~-ree-~~~~~e-epeeifiee-hereiftT-~~e-~ee-ef 

~he--ei~fta~--e~i~m~~--~eeer~eee--hereift--e~a~~-iffi~eee-~~ 

6rivers-e~-e~her-v~~e~ee-~he-e~~~a~ieft-~e-yie~~--r~~h~--ef 

way--afta-e~ep-as-~eeeriee~-ift-ee~iefte-~~~~~§-ftfts-3~-~~9~~ 

(e) Police vehicles and authorized emergency vehicles 

20 may, and emergency service vehicles shall, in addition to 

21 any other eguipnent and distinctive markings required by 

22 this act be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating 

23 amber lights as specified herein. The use of signai 

24 

25 

equipment described.herein shall impose upon the drivers of 

other vehicles, the obligation to yiel.d rifiht of way and/or 
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to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation. 

(f) Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections 

(a), (b) and (c) of this act shall be mounted as high as as 

widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of 

displaying to the front two (2) alternately flashing lights 

of the specified color located at the same level and to the 

rear two (2) alternately flashing lights of the specified 

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one 

(1) rotating light of the specified color, mounted as high 

as is practicable which shall be both visible front and 

rear. These lights shall have sufficient intensi~y to be 

visible at five hundred (500) feet in nonnal sunlight. The 

use of blue lights as required in subsection (a) of this act 

shall be restricted to police vehicles as defined in section 

32-2102, R.C.M. 1947." 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highw•ys & Transportation 

~ BILLNO.~ 
INTRODUCED BY , i/;;::a~ ;:_£/ =-'7 ~~ 
~~J ?~. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ~ITL~D: ftAN. leT- TO &VXND SECTIONS 

32-2102, 32-2128 I 32-2175 AND 32-21-132, R.C.~I. 1947 I 

REDEFINING AND BROADENING TBE DEFINITION OF EMERGENCY 

VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED 

EMERGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES ON 

APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED E~XRGENCY VEHICLES 

AND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIONAL LIGHTING EQUIPi'IENT AND 

RESTRICTIONS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2102. Definitions -- vehicle -- motor vehicle 

motorcycle motor-driven cycle police vehicle 

authorized emergency vehicle -- emeraency service vehicle 

schocl bus bicycle special mobile equipment. (a) 

Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by vlhich any person or 

property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, 

except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 

stationary rails or tracks. 

(b) Motor Vehicle. Every vehicle which is 

self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by 
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electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not 

operated upon rails. 

{c) Motorcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or 

saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on 

not more than three {3) wheels in contact with the ground, 

but excluding a tractor. 

(d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Every motorcycle, including 

every motor scooter, with a motor which produces not to 

exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle with motor 

attached. 

~et--~~~her~eem-Hmergeaey-~h~e~T-Yeh~e:es-e~-~he-r~re 

aep~r~ft~T---f~re---p~~re:T---pe:iee---¥eh~e:eeT--~fte--s~eft 

~~:~fteee-~&a-emer~eftey-veh~e:es-er--m~ft~eipa:--eepar~eft~e 

er---p~~:~e--eerv~ee--eerpera~iefte--er--er--pereefte--ae--are 

eee~~fta~ee-er-a~~her~eee-by-~he-bearaT 

(e) Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of 

any law enforcement agency. 

(f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles. Vehicles of the 

fire department, fire patrol and such ambulances and 

emergency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the 

board. 

(g) Emergency Service Vehicles. Emergency service 

vehicles of state, county, or municipal departments or 

public service vehicles, which, by the nature of their 

operation, cause a vehicular traffic hazard1 or authorized 

-2- tte~ae 
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tow cars. 

f~rlhl School Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a 

pub~c or governmental agency and operated for the 

transportation of children to or from school or privately 

owned and operated for compensation for the transportation 

of children to or from school. 

f~ri!l Bicycle. Every device propelled by human power 

upon which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels 

either of which is more than twenty (20) inches in diameter. 

fftrlil Special Mobile Equipment. Every vehicle not 

designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons 

or property and incidentally operated or moved over the 

highways, including farm tractors, road ~onstruction or 

maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring 

apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration 

shall be deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude 

other such vehicles which are within the general terms of 

this section." 

Section 2, Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

a32-2128. A~~er~~ea Police vehicles and authorized 

emergency vehicles. {a) The driver of aft a police vehicle or. 

authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an 

emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or 

suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not 
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upon returnin~ from a fire alarm, may exercise the 

privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the 

conditions herein stated. 

(b) The driver of aft a police vehicle or authorized 

emergency vehicle may: 

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of 

this actr. 

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 

only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 

operation: 

3. Exceed the speed limits so long as he does not 

endanger life or propertyr 

4. Disregard regulations governing direction of 

movement or turning in specified directions. 

(c) The exemptions herein granted to 

vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall 

ll:ft a police 

apply only 

when such ¥eft~e~e vehicles *e ~ making use of audible and 

visual signals meeting the requirements of section 

32-21-132, except that an authorized emergency vehicle 

operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or 

display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle. 

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 

driver of art a police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the 

safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the 

-4-
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driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for 

the safety of others." 

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police 

vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a} Upon the 

immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making 

use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements 

of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and 

lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of 

every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall 

immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as 

possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway 

clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in such 

position until the police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a 

police officer or highway patrolman. 

(b) This section shall not operate to relieve the 

driver of aft a police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the 

safety of all persons using the highway.• 

Section 4. Section 32~21-132, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"32-21-132. Audible and visual signals on vehicles. 

(a} A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren 
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capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not, . . 
be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or 

blue lights as specified herein. The use of signal 

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of 

other vehicle, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation. 

i&~l£L Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with a siren, eKfte.l:!e-1! 

wl\~e~2e--er-ee2~~epe.~e-~-~~¥~ft!-ea-el:!s~~-e~~fte.~T ~ 

alternately flashing or rotating red light as specified 

herein. 

ier1£L Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with signal lamps rrounted 

as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which 

shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2) 

alternately flashing red lights located at the same level 

and to the rear two (2) alternately flashing red lights 

located at the same level, and these lights shall have 

sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred (500) 

feet in normal sunlight. 

-6- H/3 SO$ 
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te~l£1 Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall, in addition to any other equipnent and 

distinctive markings required by this act, be equipped with 

signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally 

as practicable, displaying to the front two (2) red and two 

(2) antler alternating flashing lights and to the rear two 

(2) red and two (2} amber alternating flashing lights. These 

lights shall have sufficient intensity to be visible at five 

hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights 

shall be of a type, and located en each bus, as prescribed 

by the state board of education and approved by the 

supervisor of the highway patrol. 

t~r--A--Je~iee--¥ehie~e--w.fteft--~~e~--e~-~«ft--e~theri~ea 

elller'!!'eftey--¥ehiMe--l!le.y--IM*--fteee"'-rtet--'be--ef!l!i~---wi-th 

e.~terfte*e~~-r~e.ehift'!!'-ree-~i'!!'~e-epeeiriee-hereiftT-~he-~~e-ef 

the--ei'!!'fta~--e~ipmeft~--eeeerieee--hereift--ehe.~~-~peee-~peft 

eri¥ere-e~-e~her-¥eftie~ee-tfte-eeii'!!'e*ieft-~e-yie~a--ri'!!'h*--ef 

way--e.fte-e~ep-ee-~eeeri&ee-ift-ee~iefte-3~-~ii5-ene-3~-~~9~T 

{e) Police vehicles and authorized emergency vehicles 

20 may, and emergency service vehicles shall, in addition to 

21 any other equipment and distinctive markings required by 

22 this act be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating 

23 arr~er lights as specified herein. The use of signal 

24 equipment described herein shall impose Upon the drivers Of 

25 other vehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 
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to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation. 

(f) Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections 

(a), (b) and (c) of this act shall be mounted as high as as 

widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of 

displaying to the front two (2) alternately flash.ing lights 

of the specified color located at the same level and to the 

rear two (2) alternately flashing lights of the specified 

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one 

(1) rotating light of the specified color, mounted as high 

as is practicable which shall be both visible front and 

rear. These lights shall.have sufficient intensity to be 

visible at five hundred (500) feet in nonnal sunlight. The 

use of blue lights as required in subsection (a) of this act 

shall be restricted to police vehicles as defined in section 

32-2102, R.C.M. 1947.• 

-End-
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~BILLNO.~ 
INTRODUCED BY,~~ W 4 ~ 
~4;:uJ ?~A. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ~ITL~D {"'. "AN -,CT- TO AMEND SECTIONS 

32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 AND 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, 

REDEFINING AND BROADENING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGENCY 

VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF POLICE AND AUTHORIZED 

EMERGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES ON 

APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES 

AND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIONAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND 

RESTRICTIONS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•· 32-2102. Definitions -- vehicle -- motor vehicle 

motorcycle motor-driven cycle police vehicle 

authorized emergency vehicle -- emeroency service vehicle 

school bus bicycle special mobile equipment. (a) 

Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by which any person or 

Property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, 

except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 

stationary rails or tracks. 

(b) Motor 

self-propelled and 

Vehicle. 

every 

Every vehicle which is 

vehicle which is propelled by 
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electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not 

operated upon rails. 

(c) Motorcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or 

saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on 

not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground, 

but excluding a tractor. 

(d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Every motorcycle, including 

every motor scooter, with a motor which produces not to 

exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle with motor 

attached. 

~et--ft~~aeri~ee-smer~eftey-Yeaie~e~-Yeaie~es-e£-~ae-iire 

aepar~meft~T-~-£ire---pa~re~T---pe~iee---¥eftie~eeT--afta--e~ft 

amb~~afteee-afta-emer~eftey-vea~~ee-ei--m~ieipa~--eepar~eft~e 

er---pa8~ie--eerviee--eerpera~iefte--er--ei--pereefte--ae--are 

aeei~fta~ea-er-a~~aerieee-by-~ae-beara~ 

(e) Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of 

any law enforcement agency. 

(f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles. Vehicles of the 

fire department, fire patrol and such ambulances and 

emergency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the 

board. 

(g) Emergency Service Vehicles. Emergency service 

vehicles of state, county, or municipal departments or 

public service vehicles, which, by the nature of their 

operation, cause a vehicular traffic hazard; or 
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t0111 cars. 

+#..Q:!. School Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a 

public or goYermDental agency and op!rated for the 

traasportation of children to or frcm school or privately 

Olimllli aad operated for compens.atioa for the tr~oa 

oJ: ~clnm to or frQIII school. 

~(i) liicycle. :a:very device prOpelled i:ry hUID.all pcr...er 

upoll whic!l any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wneel.s 

either of which is more than tWenty {20) inches in diameter. 

~ill Special Mobile Equipment. t:very vehicle not 

aesigned or used primarily for the transportation of peraon111 

or property and incidenta.lly operated or moved over the 

lti.ghways, including farm tractors, road construction or 

maintenance macl:linery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring 

apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration 

shaJ.l be deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude 

other such vehicles which axe within the general terms of 

this section." 

Section 2. Section 32-21.28, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"'32-2128. ~ieee Police veb.icles and authorized 

emergency vehicles. (a) The driver of aa a police v~~icle or 

authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an 

emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or 

suspected violator of t.."le law or v1hen responding to but not 
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from a fire alarm, may exerci.se the upon returning 

privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the 

conditions herein stated. 

{b) The driver of an a police vehicle or authorized 

elll'er!Jeftii:Y vehicle may: 

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of 

tllis act1 

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 

only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 

operation; 

3, Exceed the speed limits so long as he does not 

endanger life or property; 

4. Disregard regulations governing direction of 

movement or tarning i.n specifi.ed directions. 

(c} The exemptions herein granted to aa a pol~ce 

vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only 

When suefi .e~~e vehi~l§§ ~~ ~ making use of audible and 

visual signa~s meeting the requirements of section 

32.-21-132, except that an authorized emergency vehicle 

operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or 

display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle. 

(d) The foregoi.ng provisions shall not relieve the 

driver of aft a pol~ce vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to dri.ve with due regard for the 

safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the 
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driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard, for 

the safety of others.• 

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police 

vehicles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a) Upon the 

immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making 

use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements 

of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and 

lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of 

every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall 

immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as 

possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway 

clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in such 

position until the police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicl~ has passed, except when otherwise directed by a 

police officer or highway patrolman. 

{b) This section shall not operate to relieve the 

driver of aft a police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the 

safety of all persons using the highway.• 

Section 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"32-.21-132. Audible and visual signals on vehicles • 

(a) A police vehicle snall be_ equipped with a siren 

-5-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1112 

capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not, 

be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or 

blue lights as specified herein. The use of signal 

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of 

other vehicle, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation. 

~arj£L Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with a siren, et!M~tt!!e 

Wft~ee~e--e~-ee~~-eapa~e-ei-~~v~~~-t!!ft-e~t8~eie-e~~ftt!!~T and an 

alternately flashing or rotating red light as specified 

herein. 

~erl£L Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with signal lamps 100unted 

as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which 

shall be capable of displaying to the front two {2) 

alternately flashing red lights located at the same level 

and to the rear two (2) alternately flashing red lights 

located at the same level, and these lights shall have 

sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred (500) 

feet in normal sunlight. 
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tetl.!!l Every bus used for the tram;portation of school 

children shall, in addition to any othe!r equipnent and 

distinctive markings required by .this act., l>e equipped with 

s-ignal lamps mounted as h;igh .and as w1:dely o;pa·ced laterally 

as pract-icable, displaying to the f-ront two ((~) xed 'im'd twQ 

{2} antler alternating £lash±nq Ti-qhts ana tD tbe .1:'eM" 1:aQ 

(2) ·red and two '{2) amber alternating -flashing lights. These 

lights shan have sufficient: intensity to b-e visible at five 

hundred {50 OJ feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights 

shall be of a type, and located en each bus, as prescribed 

by the state board of education and approved by the 

supervisor of the highway patrol. 

+et--A--pe~iee--¥e~eie--wheft--~ee~--ee--~--e~~hePi~e~ 

emeP~--•ehie~--me~--~~--ftee~--fte~--ee--~i~---wi~h 

-~~ely-f~eeh'"9-•ee-~i9h~e-epeeifiea-hePeiftr-~he-aee-ef 

~iie--e~flai--e~S:pm-~-e.eee~~--hePeift--MIIIH~-impeee-l!fltll'l 

4r~ef-Ml\- •etaieie~ ett3:i-,e'll~~~eila !'!i.o!Jil't ei 

_,. e.a~ee ,_.el!lePieee-ift-ee~ie!'l_,~--a~>!-iH~ 

(-e) !'cili.ce 9ehi:c!les aud authorized emergem:y vehicles 

2.0 lllfly, and emergency servia! vehicles sha..U.., .in addition to 

21 l!lliY other equipnent and distinctive markings required by 

22 this act be equipped wi:t:h alternately flashing or rotating 

23 sdler ..lights - speci;:fi~ b:eTein. 'l!le use of signal 

24 eqaipment described he~in shall impose seon the drivers of 

Z5 other vehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 
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-to stop and to proceed past such signal or lj.ght only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

,~nt of operation. 

·:('f) Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections 

(<~,-)., {b) and {c) of this act shall be l!lPunted as high as as 

widely ~paced laterally as practicabl€ and capable of 

displaying to the front two (2) alternately flashing lights 

o~ the Specified color located at the same level and to the 

rear two l2) alternately flashing lights of the specified 

color located at the saJae level or as an alternative, one 

(1) rotating light of the spe-cified color, mounted as high 

as is practicable which shall be both visible front an~ 

rear. These lights shall have sufficient intensity to be 

visible at five hundred (500) feet in nonnal sunlight. The 

use of blue lights as required in subsection {a) of this act 

shell be restricted to J!'Olice vehicle:s as 'defined in section 

32-2102y R. C.M. 194 7. • 

-End-
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INTRODUCJ:;J BY KENDALL 

(BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMI::liT OF HIGI:!HAYS) 

A BILL FOR Ac·l ACT EL~TITLl::D: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

32-2102, 32-2128, 32-2175 AND 32-21-132, R.C.M. 1947, 

RBDEFINING AND BROADENING THE DEFINITION OF EMERGI.:N<..'Y 

VJ::IIICLJ::.S, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF. POLICE A..'lD AUT1DRIZ£0 

EMLRGENCY VEHICLES, GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES Ol'l 

APPROACH OF POLICE VEHICLES OR AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES 

AND PROVIDING FURTHER ADDITIONAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND 

RESTRIC'.CIONS." 

DE IT L.liACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 'l'ilE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 32-2102, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2102. 

motorcycle 

Definitions -- vehicle -- motor 

motor-driven cycle police 

vehicle 

vehicle 

authorized emergency vehicle -- emergency service vehicle 

school bus bicycle special mobile equipment. (a) 

Vehicle. Every device, in, upon, or by which any person or 

pro~erty is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, 

~xce~t devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 

stationary rails or trac~s. 

(b) Motor Vehicle. Every vehicle which is 
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self-propelled and every vehicle w~ich is propelled by 

electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not 

operated upon rails. 

(c) ~10torcycle. Every motor vehicle having a seat or 

saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on 

not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground, 

but excluding a tractor. 

(d) Motor-Driven Cycle. Every motorcycle, including 

every motor scooter, with a motor which produces not to 

exceed five (5) horsepower, and every bicycle with motor 

attached. 

~et--A~~k~i~ea-Bme~!eBey-¥ehieieT-Yekieies-o£-~he-£i~e 

de~~eft~7---£i~e---pa~~Oi7---peiiee---vekieies7--~ftd--s~eh 

~iaaees-sfta-eme~~eney-ve~eies-e£--m~ieipai--ae~a~emeft~s 

er---~iie--s~iee--ee~pe~a~iefts--er--ef--~ersefts--as--are 

aesi~fta~~-e~-a~eheri~ea-ey-~he-eeardT 

(e} Police Vehicle. Any vehicle used in the service of 

any law enforcement agency. 

(f) Authorized Emergency Vehicles. Vehicles of the 

fire depar1:ment, fire patrol and such ambulances and 

emergency vehicles as are designated or authorized by the 

board. 

(g) Emergency Service Vehicles. Emergency service 

vehicles of state, county, or municipal departments or 

public service vehicles, which, by the nature of their 
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operation, cause a vehicular traffic hazard; or authorized 

tow cars. 

~~tlht School Bus. Every motor vehicle owned by a 

public or governmental agency and operated for the 

transportation of children to or from school or privately 

owned and operated for compensation for the transportation 

of children to or from school. 

i~tJ!l Bicycle. Every device propelled by human power 

upon which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels 

either of which is more than twenty (20) inches in diameter. 

~atJil Special Mobile Equipment. Every vehicle not 

designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons 

or property and incidentally operated or moved over the 

highways, including farm tractors, road construction or 

maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring 

apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration 

shall be deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude 

other such vehicles which are within the general terms of 

this section. • 

Section 2. Section 32-2128, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2128. ~~~ker~zee Police vehicles and authorized 

emergency vehicles. (a) The driver of aa a police vehicle or 

authocized emergency vehicle, when respondin<J to an 

emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or 
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suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not 

upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the 

privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the 

conditions herein stated. 

(b) T.le driver of Ml a police vehicle or authorized 

emergency vehicle may: 

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of 

this act; 

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 

only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 

operation; 

3. Exceed the speed limits so long as he does not 

endanger life or property; 

4. Disregard regulations governing direction of 

movement or turning in specified directions. 

(c) The exemptions herein granted to aft a ~alice 

vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle sild.ll apply only 

when such yeftie%e vehicles ~:!1 ~ making use of audible and 

visual signals meeting the requirements of section 

32-21-132, except tnat an authorized emergency ve:1icle 

operated as a police vehicle need not Le equipped with or 

display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle. 

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve ~le 

driver of e.ft a police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vei1icle from the duty to drive with due regard for tne 
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safety of all persons, nor shall such 2rovisions protect the 

driv~r from the consequences of his reckless disregard for 

the safety of others." 

Section 3. Section 32-2175, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"32-2175. Operation of vehicles on approach of police 

ve,1icles or authorized emergency vehicles. (a) U,:>on the 

immediate approach of an authorized emergenc] vehicle making 

use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements 

of section 32-21-132, or of a police vehicle properly and 

lawfully making use of an audible signal only, tile driver of 

every other vehicle shall yield tne rigt1t of way and shall 

immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as 

possible to, tne right-hand edge or curb of the roadway 

clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in such 

JOSition until t11e police vehicle or authorized emergency 

vehicle has passed, except when otl1erwise directed by a 

20lice officer or highway patrolman. 

(b) This section shall not operate to relieve the 

driver of ~ft a police vehicle or autr~rized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the 

safety of all persons using t;1c ilighway." 

Section 4. Section 32-21-132, R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"32-21-132. Audible and visual signals on vehicles. 
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(a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with a siren 

capable of giving an audible signal and may, but need not, 

be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or 

blue li~~__§;lecified herein__.______'!'he __ lJ.S~ _QJ' _signal 

equipment described herein shall impose upon the drivers of 

other vehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with 

caution and at a speed which is no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation. 

tat(b) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with a siren, eKfta~~ 

~~r-bei~-ea~e-e£-!~~ft~-eft-e~e-~~~ftai~ and an 

alternately flashing or rotating red light as specified 

herein. 

~~ Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in 

addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 

required by this act, be equipped with signal lamps mounted 

as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which 

shall be capable of displaying to the front two (2) 

alternately flashing red lights located at the same level 

and to the rear two {2) alternately flashing red lights 

located at the same level, and these lights shall have 

sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred (500) 
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feet in normal sunlight. 

~et~ Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall, in addition to any other equipment and 

distinctive markings required by this act, be equipped with 

signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally 

as practicable, dis,Playing to tile front two (2) red and two 

(2) amber alternating flashing lights and to the rear two 

(2) red and two (2) amber alternating flashing lights. These 

lights shall have sufficient intensity to be visible at five 

hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight. The warning lights 

shall be of a type, and located on each bus, as prescribed 

by the state board of education and approved by the 

supervisor of the highway patrol. 

fat--A--pe±~ee--¥ek~e%e--wfteft--~sea--se--~--~~~ft&r~~ 

emer~e~--~~ie~e--may--~~--fteea--fte~--ee--e~~~---wi~~ 

a~~erfta~~~-~±a~ft~ft~-~ea-±i~~~-s~~~ea-ft~e~ft~-~fte-~ee-~ 

~ne--~~~fta±--e~~~~eft~--~eeer~he~--n~e~--ena±~-~se-~~&ft 

ari¥er~-~-~fter-~eft~e±e5-ehe-ee:~~e~ieft-~e-yie±d--~~h~--&f 

we~--eftd.-!l~ett-as-~-f!erieed.-ift-5ee~i&fte--3il-.Z±~-5-~tft~:..~i!-.Z~9'h 

(e) Police vehicles and authorized emergency venicles 

21 1nay, and emergency service vehicles shall, in addition to 

22 any ot11er equipment and distinctive markings required b"f 

23 tnis act be equipped with alternately flasning or rotating 

24 amber lights as specified herein. ~'he use of signal 

25 equipment described herein shall impose Uf?n the drivers of 
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other vehicles, the obligation to yield right of way and/or 

to stop and to proceed past such signal or light only with 

caution and at a speed which is r.o greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation. 

(f) Blue, red and amber lights required in subsections 

(a), (b) and (c) of this act shall be mounted as high as and 

as widely spaced laterally as practicable and capable of 

displaying to the front two (2) alternately flashing lights 

of the specified color located at the same level and to the 

rear two (2) alternately flashing lig,lts of the Sf>ecified 

color located at the same level or as an alternative, one 

(1} rotating light of the specified color, mounted as high 

as is practicable which shall be both visible front and 

rear. These lights shall i1ave sufficient intensity to be 

visible at five hundred (500} feet in normal sunlight. Tne 

use of blue lights as required in subsection (a} of this act 

si~ll be restricted to oolice vehicles as defined in section 

32-2102, R.C.M. 1947." 

-End-
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