
44th Legislature LC 1176 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

~ BILL :m. ~s 
I:·!TRODUCED iJY ~~..?.-/ 

tf 
A BILL FOR A~~ A.CT E~lTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING FROM T\10 

DOLLARS TO THREZ DOLLARS THE M10UNT CHARGED FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF AN OxiGINAL CERTIFICATE OF O'li'NERSHIP OF TITLE AND FOR A 

TRANSFER-OF REGISTRATION; PROVIDING THli.T THE A."10UNT REMITTED 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF MOTOR VEHICLES iJY THE COUi'lTY TREASURER 

BE I,'fCREASEL> FR0;1 ONE DOLL.'\R TO TWO DOLLARS; AN:J A:·1ENDING 

10 S~CTION 53-112, R.C.M. 1947." 

11 

12 dE IT E:<ACTED BY THE LZGISLATiJRi: OF THE STA'fE OF :•!ONTANA: 

13 Section 1. Section 53-112, R.C.~1. 1947, is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 "53-112. Fee for original certificate of ownersi1ip and 

16 ~ransfer of title. A charge of ~we-~e~~a~~-~~~~eer ~ 

17 dollars {$3.00) shall be made for issuance of an original 

la certificate of o~nership of title and for a transfer of 

19 registration whicil shall i:le collectel by the county 

2J treasurer. The fees shall be distributed as follows: 

21 [a) o3fte-d:e~±a~-~$~-.eet T1m dollars (52. 0 OJ of e.J.c:1 fee 

22 shall be remitted to the registrar of motor vehicles by the 

23 county treasurer with eacl1 application for original 

24 certificate of ownership or transfer of registration. 

25 (b) Prior to ·,larch l, 1966 and <:ach Harch thereafter, 

I ~ T R 0 D U C E il B I L L 
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1 the county commissioners of each county shall divide the 

2 fees retained by the county to: 

3 (i) the city road fund of each city and town within the 

4 county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

5 inside the corporate limits of each city or town, and 

6 (ii) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

7 vehicles registered outside the co::::porate limits of cities 

8 and towns." 

-End-

-2-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highw~ys & Transport~tion 

~ BILL NO. ...th..s­
UTROOUCCU BY Nr ,£.,_,./-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ~AN ACT INCREASING FROM TWO 

DOLLARS TO THREE DOLLARS THE AMOUNT CHARGED FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF AN ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP OF TITLE AND FOR A 

TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION; PROVIDING THAT THE AMOUNT REMITTED 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF MOTOR VEHICLES BY THE COUNTY TREASURER 

BE INCREASED FROM. ONE DOLLAR TO TWO DOLLARS; AND AMENDING 

10 SECTION 53-112, R.C,J.l., 1947." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 Section 1. Section 53-112, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 M53-ll2. Fee for original certificate of ownership and 

16 transfer of title. A charge of ~we-~e~~are-~$~Tear ~ 

17 dollars ($3.00) shall be made for issuance of an original 

18 certificate of ownership of title and for a transfer of 

19 registration which shall be collected by the county 

20 treasurer. The fees shall be distributed as follows: 

21 (a) 9fte-ae~~ar-~$~Taar TWo dollars ($2.00) of each fee 

22 shall be remitted to the registrar of motor vehicles by the 

23 county treasurer with each application for original 

24 certificate of-ownership or transfer of registration. 

25 (b) Prior to toiarch 1, 1966 and each March thereafter, 

SECOND READING 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

LC 1176 

the county commissioners of each county shall divide the 

fees retained by the county to~ 

(i) the city road fund of each city and town within the 

county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town, and 

(ii) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns. • 

-End-

-2- J r::. . " ru3 "V'' -' 
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DlTRODUCED BY 

2iu. o.c) BILL NO. .t/66 
~-~"~L 
~- -

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT INCREASING FROM TWO 

DOLLARS TO THREE DOLLARS THE AMOUNT CHARGED FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF AN ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP OF TITLE AND FOR A 

TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION: PROVIDING THAT THE A..'10UNT REMITTED 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF MOTOR VEHICLES BY THE COUNTY TREASURER 

BE INCREASED FROM ONE DOLLAR TO TWO DOLLARS: AND AMENDING 

10 SECTION 53-112, R.C.l~. 1947.• 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 Section 1. Section 53-112, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 •s3-112. Fee for original certificate of ownership and 

16 transfer of title. A charge of ~we-~e~~ars-~$~~eet three 

17 dollars ($3.00) shall be made for issuance of an original 

18 certificate of ownership of title and for a transfer of 

19 registration which shall be collected by the county 

20 treasurer. The fees shall be distributed as follows: 

21 (a) 9fte-aei~ar-~$i~eet Two dollars ($2.00) of each fee 

22 shall be remitted to the registrar of motor vehicles by the 

23 

24 

25 

county treasurer with each application for original 

certificate of ownership or transfer of registration. 

(b) Prior to March 1, 19S6 and each March thereafter, 
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the county commissioners of each county shall divide the 

fees retained by the county tol 

(i) the city road fund of each city and town within the 

county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town, and 

(ii) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns. • 

-End-

~~~j '-1. /Ad •n .. ~ ' 
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February 20, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 465 

That House BilL No. 465, third roading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 9. 
Following: "DOLLARS;" 
Insert: "providing an additional fee for registration 

of fifty (50) cents per year; providing that monies 
appropriated from the general fund for registration 
purposes shall be reimbursed from the motor vehicle 
account;" 

2. Amend title, line 10. 
Strike: "SECTION" 
Insert: "sections 53-106 and" 

3. Amend page 1, line 12. 
Insert: "Section 1. Section 53-106, R.C.M. 1947, is 

amended to read as foJlows: 

"53-106. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle 
which shall be driven upon the streets or highways 
of this state shall display both front and rear a 
number plate, bearing the distinctive number assigned 
such vehicle. Such number plate shall be in eight 
series: one series for owners of motor cars, one 
for owners of motor vehicles of the motorcycle type, 
one for trailers, one for trucks, one for dealers 
in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 
the distinctive letters "MCD" or the letters "MC" 
and the word "DEALER," one for franchised dealers 
in new motor cars (including trucks and trailers) 
or new and used motor cars (including trucks and 
trailers) which shall bear the distinctive letter 
"D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers in used 
motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 
which shall bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the 
letter "U" and the word "DEALER," and one for dealers 
in trailers and/or semitrailers (new or used) which 
shall bear the distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters 
"TR" and the word "DEALER," and all such markings for 
the aforementioned kinds of dealers' plates shall be 
placed on the number plates assigned thereto in such 
position thereon as the registrar may designate. All 
number plates for motor vehicles shall be issued 
every other year, provided that number plates will 
next be issued in the year 1973 and in alternate years 
thereafter, shall bear a distinctive marking, and shall 
be furnished by the state. In alternate years the 
registrar shall provide nonremovable stickers bearinq 
appropriate registration numbers which shall be affixed 
to the license plates in use. 



-

(2) In the case of motor cars, number plates shall 
be of metal six inches wide and twelve inches in length, 
the outline of the state of Montana shall be used as 
a distinctive border on such license plates, and the 
word "Montana" with the year shall be placed across 
the bottom of the plate. Such registration plate shall 
be treated with a reflectorizcd background material 
according to specifications prescribed by the registrar. 
An additional fee of £i~~y-~59t-een~s one dollar ($1.00} 
per year for each registration of a vehicle shall be 
added to the reqistration fee. Revenue from this fee 
shall be forwarded by the respective county treasurers 
to the state treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle 
recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 
Disbursements from the motor vehicle recording account 
shall be made by warrant drawn by the registrar. The 
distinctive registration numbers shall begin with a 
number one {1} or with a letter-number combination 

·such as "A 1" or "AA 1," or any other similar combination 
of letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively 
for each series of plates. The distinctive registration 
number or letter-number combination assigned to the 
vehicle shall appear on the plate preceded by the 
number of the county and appearing in horizontal order 
on the same horizontal base line, and the county number 
shall be separated from the distinctive registration 
number by a dash or a dot unless a letter-number 
combination is used. The dimensions of such numerals 
and letters shall be determined by the registrar of 
motor vehicles, provided that all county and re.gistratiot1 
numbers shall be of equal height. 

{3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates 
shall have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of 
motor vehicles may designate the prefix number for the 
various state departments, and all numbered plates 
issued to state departments shall bear the words 
"State Owned" and no year number will be indicated 
thereon as these numbered plates will be of a 
permanent nature, and will be replaced by the registrar 
of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 
condition of numbered plates require same. For vehicles 
owned by the counties, municipalities and school 
districts and used and operated by officials and 
employees thereof in line of duty as such, and for 
vehicles on loan from the United States government or 
the state of Montana, to, or owned by, the civil air 
patrol and used and operated by officinls and employees 
thereof in the line of duty as such, there shilll be 
placed on the number plates assigned thereto, in such 
pos ilion thereon as the rcq .i ~; tr<l r moy des icJnd Lc, the 
letter 11 X11 or the word 11 EXEMP'l'." Distinctive 
registration numbers for plates assigned to motor 
vehicles of each of the counties in the state and 
those of the municipalities and school districts 
situated within each of said counties shall begin 
with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

-2-



(4) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles 
of the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt 
trucks and trailers, there shall appear the letter 
"T" or the word "TRUCK" for plates assigned to trucks 
and the letters "TR" or the word "TRAILER" for plates 
assigned to trailers, and housetrailers, and the letters 
"MC" or the word "CYCLE" for plates assigned to 
vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, 
trailer or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be 
transferred only to a replacement passenger car, 
truck, trailer or motorcycle type vehicle. 

(5) For the purpose of this act, the several 
counties of the state shall be assigned numbers as 
follows: Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; 
Missoula, 4; Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; 
Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; 
Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; 
Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 
Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big Horn, 22; 
Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; 
Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 
Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Trea~ure, 33; Sherid~n, 3~; 
Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Donicls, 37; Glacier, 38; 
Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 
Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Pruiric, 45; Granit~, 4G; 
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; 
Jefferson, 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 
54; Petroleum, 55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties 
shJll be assigned numbers by the n'gistrar of motor 
vehicles as they may be formed, beginning with the 
number 57." 11 

Renumber: subsequent section 

4. Amend page 2, line 8. 
Following: -line 8 
Insert: "Section 3. 'I'here lS a new R.C.M. section that 

reads as follows: 

Any monies appropriated from the general fund 
for_thE~ operation of the reCJistu1t· of motor vehiclt>s 
or I nJ- I ht• lll.trtllfil<'t nrt• of nlllllt,.•t pl.lt <'S sh.t 1 1 Ill· ,.,,_. 
llltlHtl·:;,·d (P ll1e• <fl'llt•t·oiJ !"IIIHI 11"<1111 lilt• llh)(<H. V<•ili<'l<• 

·.~<"<'<>unl, t'drJlldJ"k('U rcv0nuc lund, if there dn~ monies 
ln the account above the amount required for the 
normal operation of the registrar of motor vehicles." 

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 465 

INTRODUCED BY HAGER, BRAND 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING FROM TWO 

DOLLARS TO THREE DOLLARS THE ANOUNT CHARGED FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF AN ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF ~~ERSHIP OF TITLE AND FOR A 

TRAl'<SFER uF REGISTRATION; PROVIDING THAT THE AMOUNT REMITTED 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF HOTOR VEHICLES BY THE COUNTY TREASURER 

BE Ii~CREASED FRmi Oi-IE DOLLAR TO iWO DOLLARS; PROVIDING AN 

ADDITIONAL FBE FOR REGISTRATION OF FIFTY (Sv) CENTS PER 

YEAR; PROVIDING THAT }KllUES APPROPRIATED FROH THE GENERAL 

FUND FOR REGISTRATION PURPOSES SHALL BE REIHBURSED FROM THE 

tKlTOR ~HICLE ACCOUNT; AND AMENDING S!3€'l?;E9N SECTIONS 53-106 

AND 53-112, R.C.M. 1947.w 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF l~NTANA: 

SECTION l. SECTION 53-106, R.C.M. 1947, IS AMENDED TO 

READ AS FOLLOVIS: 

"53-106. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a number plate, bearing 

the distinctive number assigned such vehicle. Such number 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

K E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters "MCD" or the letters "HC" and the 

word "DEALER," one for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers 

in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distinctive letters •uD• or the letter 

•u• and the word "DEALER," and one for dealers in trailers 

and/or semitrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word 

"DEALER," and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

of dealers' plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned thereto in such position tnereon as the registrar 

may designate. All number plates for motor vehicles shall be 

issued every other year, provided that number plates will 

next be issued in the year 1973 and in alternate years 

thereafter, shall bear a distinctive marking, and shall be 

furnished by the state. In alternate years the registrar 

shall provide nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate 

registration n~~ers which shall be affixed to the license 

plates in use. 

(2) In the case of motor cars, number plates shall be 

of metal six inches wide and twelve inches in length, the 

outline of the state of Hontana shall be used as a 

-2- liB 465 
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distinctive border on such license plates, and the word 

•Montana• with the year shall be placed across the bottom of 

the plate. Such registration plate shall be treated with a 

reflectorized background material according to 

specifications prescribed by the registrar. An additional 

fee of r~r~y-~5et-eeft~s one dollar ($1.00) per year for each 

registration of a vehicle shall be added to the registration 

fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded by the 

respective county treasurers ~o the state treasurer for 

deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the 

earmarked revenue fund. Disbursements from the motor vehicle 

recording account shall be made by warrant drawn by the 

registrar. The distinctive registration numbers shall begin 

with a number one (1) or with a letter-number combination 

such as "A 1• or "AA 1,• or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle shall 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal base 

line, and the county number shall be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a dash or a dot unless a 

letter-number combination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters shall be determined by the registrar of 

motor vehicles, provided that all county and registration 

-3- HB 465 
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numbers shall be of equal height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provi~ed, nm,ilier plates 

shall have thereon the following dist.inctive markings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments, and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words "State OWned" and no year 

number will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be·of a permanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles·at such time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates require same. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of Hontana, to, or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in the line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the nwnber plates assigned thereto, 

in such position thereon as the registrar may designate, the 

letter "X" or the word "EXEi~T.• Distinctive registration 

nuniliers for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 

begin with number l and be numbered consecutively. 

-4- liB 465 
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(4) On all nunber plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck ana trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

trailers, there shall appear the letter "T" or the word 

"TRUCK" for plates assigned to trucks and the letters "TR" 

or the word "TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

housetrailers, and the letters ":·1C" or the word "CYCLE" for 

plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

a replacement passenger car, truck, trailer or motorcycle 

type vehicle. 

(5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

of the state shall be assigned nwiliers as follows: Silver 

Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; !·lissoula, 4; Lewis and 

Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, B; Powder River, 

9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

14; La~e, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

Chouteau, l9; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big Horn, 22; 

Lusselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Hadison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

Ri~hland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallen, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

Eroad\vater, 43; Hheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

i-i.eagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 
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51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Nineral, 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may De formed, 

beginning with the number 57." 

Section~· Section 53-112, R.C.N. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-112. Fee for original certificate of ownership and 

transfer of title. A charge of ~we--e~~~~~e--~$~T&&t ~ 

dollars ($3.00) shall be made for issuance of an original 

certificate of ownership of title and for a transfer of 

registration which shall be collected by the county 

treasurer. The fees shall be distributed as follows: 

(a) 8fte-e~~~aP-*$~r&&t Two dollars ($2.00) of each fee 

shall be remitted to the registrar of motor vehicles by the 

county treasurer with each application for original 

certificate of ownership or transfer of registration. 

(b) Prior to March 1, 1966 and each March thereafter, 

the county commissioners of each county shall divide the 

fees retained by the county to: 

(i) the city road fund of each city and town within 

the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town, and 

(ii) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns." 

-6- HB 465 
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1 SECTION 3. ThERE IS A NEW R.C.~1. SECTION THAT READS AS 

2 FOLLOWS: 

3 ANY MONIES APPROPRIATED FRO.Icl THE GENERAL FUND FOR THE 

4 OPERATION OF THE REGISTRAR OF i-!OTOR VEHICLES OR FOR THE 

5 HANUFACTURE OF NUMBER PLATES SHALL BE REIHEURSED TO THE 

6 GENERAL FUND FRO!>l. THE MOTOR VEHICLE ACCOUNT, EARHARKED 

7 REVENUE FUND, IF THERE ARE HONIES IN THE ACCOUNT ABOVE THE 

8 AHOUNT REQUIRED FOR THE NORMAL OPERATION OF THE REGISTRAR OF 

9 1•10TOR VEHICLES. 

-End-
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