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~ BILL NO • ..t,/,3~ , . 

meoDUCEDBY ~~~~~~ 
A Bn<, EOR AN AC~AN ACT TO PROVm~TBE~ 
CREATIO!:-! OF URBAN TRANSPORTATION DISTRICTS: AND PROVIDING AN 

!}\MEDIATE EFFECTI\'E DATE." 

BE IT ffiiACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. This act authorizes the 

estarlishment of urban transportation districts to supply 

transportation services and facilities to district residents 

and other persons. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in this act: 

(1) "Commissioners" means the board of county commissioners 

or other governing body of a county; 

(2) "District" rnean3 an1 transporation district 

cr9ated under this act; 

(3) ~Board" means the board of transportation of any 

district created under this act. 

Section 3. Petition call for public 

hearing. {1) Proceedings for creation of a transportation 

district may be initiated by a petition, signed by not less 

than tv;enty percent (20%) of the qualified electors who 

reside vlithin tr.e prooosed transportation district. '1'h"= 

petition shall consist of one (l) sheet or S':!Veral s::eets 
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identical in form and fastened together after being 

circulated and signed so as to form a single, complete 

oetition before being delivered to the county clerk. The 

?etition shall give t~e address of each petitioner. The 

com::lete petition shall be filed with the county clerk, \~ho 

shall '-'ithin thirty {30) days t:!'lereafter, carefully examine 

the same and attach to it a certificate under his official 

signature and the seal of his office. The certificate shall 

set forth: The total number of persons ~1ho are registered 

electors within the proposed tra!1Sporation district. Which 

and ;101"" many of the persons whose nal"es are on the petitions 

are qualified to sign such petition. \lliet:-:er such qualified 

signers constitute more or less than t•,:enty percent {20%) of 

t:oe registered electors of t"e Froposed transportation 

district. 

(2) The county clerk shall present the petition and 

his certificat8 to the co~missioners at their first meeting 

': elcl after he has attached his certificate. 

(3) The cornrnissioners shall thereupon examine the 

petition and, if they find that the petition is in ?roper 

form and t-ears t:=-:e renu.:Lsite n\.h~;::c::r of sig:r!atures of 

aualif:'.ed petitioners, t]-,e commissioners s"all by re:o:olution 

call for a pu;"lic hearing on t'1e creation of such 

tr.:-:~:- ;crc:ttion district. If t~~2 petition is found to t.;:; 

lac:~i:1S:' in t:'e num:-_er of sic;n3.tarc-~- rGg:uir2d~c the 
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commissioners shall postpone or continue any hearing upon 

the petition until such time as the required number of 

petitioners have signed the petition. The commissioners may 

call for a public hearing on any proposed transportation 

district regardless of whether a petition for the creation 

of a transportation district has been presented to the 

C?mmissioners. 

Section 4. Notice and conduct of public 

hearing. (1) At the time fixed for the public hearing, the 

commissioners shall hear all testimoney offered in support 

of and in opposition to any petition and the creation of the 

district. The hearings may be adjourned from time to time 

for the determination of additional information, or hearing 

petitionars or objectors, without additional published or 

posted notice, but no adjournment may exceed two (2) weeks 

after the date originally noticed and published for the 

hearing. 

(2) A notice of the public hearing shall be published 

in a newspaper having general circulation within the 

proposed tranportation district once each week for at least 

two (2) weeks, the last publication to be at least two (2) 

weeks prior to the hearing. If there is no newspaper having 

general circulation within the proposed district, the notice 

of public hearing shall be posted in at least three (3) 

public places within the proposed district for two (2) weeks 
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notice shall state the time, 

hearing and describe the 

boundaries of the proposed transportation district. 

Section 5. Reject or create -- resolution 

election. (1) The commissioners, upon completion of the 

public hearing, shall proceed by resolution either to reject 

the creation of such a district, to exercise their power to 

create such a district, or to refer the creation of such 

district to the persons qualified to vote on such 

proposition~ however, if a proper petition for the creation 

of a district has been presented to the commissioners and a 

public hearing held on it, the commissioners shall proceed 

either to create such a district or to refer the creation of 

a district to the persons qualified to vote on such 

proposition. The commissioners may, in their resolution, 

designate whether a special election shall be held, or 

whether the matter shall be determined at the next general 

election. 

(2) If a special election is ordered, the 

commissioners shall, in their order, specify the date for 

the election, the voting places, and shall appoint and 

designate judges and clerks therefor. The election shall be 

held in all respects as nearly as practicable in conformity 

with the general election laws. 

(3) At the election, the ballots shall contain the 
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words: 

•L::( Transportation District -- Yes 

/~Transportation District-- No •. 

The judges of the election shall certify to the 

commissioners the results of the election. 

Section 6. Transportation board selection 

composition. (1) The district shall be governed and 

managed by a transportation board appointed by a selection 

board composed of the commissioners and an equal number of 

transportation representatives from the governing body of 

any incorporated city included or partially included in the 

district. The selection board shall also fill all vacancies 

occurring on the board. The selection board shall give 

public notice of its solicitation of applications for 

membersh~p on the board, or for any vacancies occuring on 

the board. The notice shall be published in a newspaper 

having general circulation in the territory within the 

transportation district, once each week for at least two (2) 

weeks, the last puhlication to be at least two (2) weeks 

before the appointment. If there is r.o ne"spaoer having 

general circulation within the proposed district, the notice 

of solicitation shall be posted in at least three (3) public 

?laces '.rithin the pro0>0sed district for t\-IO (2) weeks before 

the appointment. The notice shall state the time, date and 
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place of the appointment. 

(2) The transportation board shall consist of three 

(3) members serving staggered three (3) year terms. The 

first members appointed to the board shall serve one (1), 

b1o (2) and three (3) years respectively, the term of one 

member expiring on July 1 of each year. The members shall 

serve without pay, except for necessary mileage expenses. 

Section 7. Powers of transportation board. (1) The 

board shall have all powers necessary and proper to the 

establishment, operation, improvement, maintenance and 

administration of the transportation district. The district 

shall primarily serve the residents within the district 

boundaries, but may authorize service outside the district 

boundaries where deemed appropriate. 

(2) The board shall employ a qualified administrative 

officer for the district. The board shall give public 

notice of its solicitation of applications for a qualified 

administrative officer. 

Section B. Budget -- mill levy authorized. The board 

shall, annually, present its budget to the commissioners at 

the regular budget meetings as prescribed by law, and 

therewith certify the amount of money necessary and proper 

for the ensuing year. The commissioners shall, annually, at 

the time of levying county taxes, fix and levy a tax, in 

mills, u;_:>on all property \·lithin said transportation district 

-6- #BfC"• 
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clearly sufficient to raise the amount certified by the 

board. The tax so levied for all transportation district 

purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness shall not 

in any year exceed twelve (12) mills on each dollar of 

taxable valuation of property within said district. 

Section 9. Duties of county treasurer -- warrants 

issued by board. The procedure for the collection of the 

tax shall be in accordance with the existing laws of the 

state of Montana. The funds collected under the tax levy 

shall be held by the county treasurer who shall be, ex 

officio, the treasurer for the transportation district and 

who shall keep a detailed account of all tax moneys paid 

into the fund, of all other moneys from any source received 

by the district, and of all payments and disbursements trom 

the fund. Funds shall be paid out on warrants issued by 

direction of the board and signed by a majority of its 

membership. 

Section 10. Bond issues authorized. A transportation 

district may borrow money by the issuance of bonds to 

provide funds for the district, but the amount of bonds 

issued for such pur2ose and outstanding at any time shall 

not exceed five percent (5%) of taxable property therein, as 

ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes previous to the issuance of such bonds. 

Section 11. Enlargement of district 
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procedures. The boundaries of any transportation district 

may be enlarged by any of the methods provided for the 

establishment of the district; however, each addition must 

be approved ty a majority vote of the transportation board. 

Section 12. Procedure for dissolving district. 

(1) -~Y transportation district may be dissolved upon 

?resentation to the county commissioners of a petition 

signed by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the qualified 

voters of such district. Gpon the filing of such petition, 

the commissioners shall carefully examine the petition and, 

if it is found that the petition is in proper form, and 

bears the requisite number of signatures of qualified 

petitioners, the commissioners shall by resolution call for 

a puclic hearing on the dissolution of such transportation 

district. If such petition is found by the commissioners to 

be lacking in the number of signatures, the commissioners 

shall postpone any hearing on the petition until such time 

as the required number of petitioners have signed the 

petition. 

(2) A notice of such hearing shall be published in a 

ne,,spaper having general circulation in the transportation 

district, once each week for at least two (2) weeks, the 

last publication to be at least two (2) weeks before the 

hearing. If there is no newspaper having general 

circulation in the district, the notice of the hearing shall 

-8-
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1 be posted in at least three (3) public places in the 

2 

3 

district for 

shall state 

two (2) weeks before the hearing. The notice 

the time, date, place and purpose of the 

4 hearing. 

5 {3) If upon such hearing the commissioners find that 

G the district is not indebted beyond funds immediately 

7 available to extinguish all of its debts and obligations and 

8 that there is good reason for the dissolution of such 

9 district, the commissioners shall enter upon their minutes 

10 an order dissolving such district. Such order shall be 

11 filed, of record, and the dissolution shall be effective for 

12 all purposes six (G) months after the date of filing the 

13 order of dissolution, provided that at or before such time 

14 the board of said district certifies to the county 

15 commissioners that all debts and obligations of the district 

16 have been paid, discharged or irrevocably settled, together 

17 with proof thereof. Any assests of the district remaining 

18 after all debts and obligations of the district have been 

19 paid, discharged or irrevocably settled, shall be evenly 

20 divided between the county and any cities within or 

21 partially within the dissolved district. 

22 Section 13. Effective date. This bill shall become 

23 effective upon its passage and approval. 

-End-

-9- #4,-~'-



44tn Legislature HB 0436/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

a 

23 

24 

25 

Approved by Corum. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE SILL NO. 436 

I NTRODUCLi.J BY KEMMIS, JOHNSOll, FEDERICO, PAL!'iER, 

DUSSAULT, HARPER, LESTER, HUENNEKENS, LUEBECK, ;aMBLE 

A 3ILL FOR Ai-l ACT ENTITLED: "Ai> ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CREATION OF URBAc~ TRANSPORTATIO.i DISTRIC7S; NlD PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TilE LEGISLATURE OF l'llE STATE OF l10NTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. Tnis act authorizes the 

establishment of urban. transportation districts to supply 

transportation services and facilities to dtstrict residents 

and other persons. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in this act: 

(1) "Commissioners" mea.1s the board of county commissioners 

or other governing body of a county; 

(2) "District" means any transportation district 

created under tlus act; 

(3) Msoard" means the board of transportation of any 

district created under tilis act. 

Section 3. Petition call for public 

nearing. (l) Proceedings for creation of a trans2ortation 

district may be initiated uy a ;:>etition, signed by not less 

than twenty percent {20%) of t:1e qualified electors w''o 

reside within the proposed transportation district. The 

SECOND READING 
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petition shall consist of one (1) sheet or several sheets 

identical in form and fastened together after being 

circulated and signed so as to form a single, complete 

petition before being delivered to the county clerk. The 

petition shall give the address of each petitioner AND SHALL 

INCLUDE A MAP SHOWING THE LIMITS OF THE PROPOSED DISTRICT. 

The complete petition shall be filed with the county clerk, 

who shall within thirty (30) days thereafter, carefully 

examine the same and attach to it a certificate under his 

official signature and the seal of his office. The 

certificate sha~l set forth: ~fte THE total number of 

persons who are registered electors within the proposed 

transporation distric~r--Wft~el\, AND WHICH and how many of 

the persons whose names are on the petitions are qualified 

to sign such petition. Wfte~l\e~--s~eA-~~ar~r~ed--e~~ere 

eefts~~~~~e--me~e--er--reee--~l\aft-~Weft~y-peree~~-~~9%r-er-~~e 

re~~s~eree-ereeeers-er-~l\e-prepesee-~raftsper~a~~ft-e~s~r~e~r 

IF THE PETITION IS FOUND TO CONTAIN LESS THAN TWENTY PERCENT 

(20%) OF THE SIGNATURES OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 

TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT, THE PETITION SHALL BE DECLARED 

VOID. 

(2) '!'l\e-PROVIDED ThE PETITION CONTAHlS THE SIGNATURES 

OF T~~NTY PERC&~T {20%) OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 

PROPOSED TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT, THE county clerk shall 

present the petitio!1 and his certificate to tile 

-2- .d3 4 3f 
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commissioners at their first meeting held after he has 

attached his certificate. 

(3) The commissioners shall thereupon examine the 

petition andT-~£-~~ey-£~~~-~ha~-~fte-~~~~eft--i~--i~--~~~ 

£~--aft~--~ear~--~~e--~e~~~~~e--~er--e£--~~~ft~~~es--e£ 

~~~~£i~-~~i~iefter~T-~he-e~i~~iefter~ shall by resolution 

call for a public hearing on the creation of such 

transportation district. %£--~he--~~i~ieft--i~-£~~-~e-ee 

~fteki~--ift--~he--ft~&er---e~~--~i~ftft~~~e~---req~i~edT---~e 

eeMMi~~iefte~e--~~~--pee~~fte--er-eeft~i~e-afty-fteftrift~-~ 

~e-~i~ieft-~ft~i~-~~h--~ime--e~--~he--~e~~ree--ft~~--e£ 

~i~iefter~-ha¥e-~i~ftea-~~~i~~eft~--~e-eemmi~~iefter~-mey 

ee~~--~~--e--~ie--hearift~-efto-efty-prepes~-~ftft~~~~~~ieft 

~i~~i~-~~er~~es~-e£-wh~er-e-~i~ieft-~e~--~he--eree~ieft 

e£--e--~~aft~per~~ieft--eie~rie~--~e~--~--pr~~~-~~e 

e-is~ieft-~ 

Section 4. i'kltice and conduct of public 

hearing. (1) At the time fixed for the public hearing, the 

commissioners shall hear all. testimony offered in support of 

and in opposition to any petition and the creation of the 

district. ·rne ;,earings may Le adjourned from time to time 

for the determination of additional information, or hearing 

petitioners or objectors, wi~he~~--e~ei~iefta~~-~~~i~hed--~ 

~~--ftMieeT but no adjournment may exceed two (2) weeks 

after the date originally noticed and published for the 

-3- '{3 4 36 
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hearing. 

(2) A notice of the public hearing s;1all be published 

in a newspaper having general circulation within tne 

proposed transportation district once each week for at least 

two (2) weeks, the last publication to be at least .two (2) 

weeks prior to the hearing. If t.'lere is no newstoas>er having 

general circulation within the proposed district, tl1e notice 

of public hearing snall be posted in at least t;1ree (3) 

public places within the jJroposed uistrict for two (2) weeks 

.t>rior to the hearing. The not.i.ce shall state the time, 

date, place, and purJ?ose of the hearing an~i descrwe the 

boundaries of t;1e ;:>roposeu tran.sjJortation district. 

Section 5. Reject or create resolution 

election. (l) Tile commissioners, upon corn;?letion of t.1c: 

public hearing, shall proceed by resolution ei~fter-~e-~eje~ 

~fte--erea~ieft-e~~~eh-a-ais~~e~7-~e-e.erei~e-~fteir-pewe~-~e 

eree~e-e~eh-e-a~~~ie~7-er to refer tile creation of such 

district to the persons qualified to vote on sue!, 

proposition~-hewe¥e~-i~-a-pr~er-pe~i~~eft-~e~-~he--eree~ieft 

e~--e~i~~rie~-hes-eeeft-p~e~eft~~-~e-~he-eemmissiefters-eft~-e 

p~ie~~~-h~e-eft-i~T-~he-eeMM~~siefte~~--~~e~±--~eeeee 

ei~fter~e-e~ee~e-~~eh-e-ai~~ie~-er-~e-re£er-~fte-e~ee~ieft-e~ 

a--d~~ie~--~e-~he--per~eft~--~~±i~i~--~e--~e--eft--~~ 

prep&si~~eft. The commissioners may, in their resolution, 

designate whether a special election ~lall be held, or 

-4- H3 436 
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(2) If a special election is 
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next general 

ordered, the 

commissioners shall, in their order, specify the date for 

the election, the voting places, and shall appoint and 

designate judges and clerks therefor. The election shall be 

held in all respects as nearly as practicable in conformity 

lv i th the general election laws. 

(3) At the election, the ballots shall contain the 

words: 

PI I Transportation District-- Yes 

I~ Transportation District -- No " 

The judges of the election snall certify to the 

commissioners the results of the election. 

Section 6. Transportation board selection 

composition. (1) The district shall be governed and 

managed by a transportation ooard appointed by a selection 

board composed of the commissioners and an equal number of 

transportation representatives from tl1e governing body of 

any incorporated city included or partially included in the 

district. The selection board shall also fill all vacancies 

occurring on the board. The selection board shall give 

public notice of its solicitation of applications for 

membership on the board, or for any vacancies occurring on 

-5- HB 436 
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the board. The notice shall be published in a newspaper 

having general circulation in the territory within the 

transportation district, once each week for at least two (2] 

weeks, the last publication to be at least two (2) weeks 

before the appointment. If there is no newspaper having 

general circulation within the proposed district, the notice 

of solicitation shall be posted in at least three (3) public 

places within the proposed district for two (2) weeks before 

the appointment. The notice shall state the time, da~e and 

place of the appointment. 

(2) The transportation board shall consist of three 

(3) members serving staggered three (3) year terms. The 

first members appoint~d to the board shall serve one (1), 

two {2) and three (3) years respectively, the term of one 

member expiring on July 1 of each year. The members shall 

serve without pay, except for necessary mileage expenses. 

Section 7. Powers of transportation board. {1) The 

board shall have all powers necessary and proper to the 

establishment, operation, improvement, maintenance and 

administration of the transportation district. The district 

shall primarily serve the residents within the district 

boundaries, but may authorize service outside the district 

boundaries where deemed appropriate. 

(2) The board shall employ a qualified a~inistrative 

officer for the district. The board shall give public 

-6- HB 436 
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notice of its solicitation of applications for a qualifi .. 

administrative officer. 

Section 8. Budget -- mill levy authorized. The board 

shall, annually, present its budget tc the commissioners at 

the regular budget meetings as prescribed by law, ant 

therewith certify the amount of money necessary and prop~ 

for the ensuing year. The commissioners shall, annually, at 

the time of levying county taxes, fix and levy a tax, in 

mills, upon all property within said transportation district 

clearly sufficient to raise the amount certified by the 

board. The tax so levied for all transportation district 

purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness shall -~ 

*ft-aBY-yea~-eReeei-ewer¥e--tret--mirrs--eft--eaeft--aeiie~--e£ 

~a.aa~-¥a~~~ft--ef--preper~7--w*~hift--sa~--a*s~iet BE 

SUFFICIENT TO FUND THE PROPOSED BUDGET OF THE DISTRICT FOR 

THE FISCAL YEAR. 

Section 9. Duties of county treasurer warrants 

issued by board. The procedure for the collection of the 

tax shall be in accordance with the existing laws of the 

state of Montana. The funds collected under the tax levy 

shall be held by the county treasurer who shall be, ex 

officio, the treasurer for the transportation district and 

who shall keep a detailed account of all tax moneys paid 

into the fund, of all other moneys from any source received 

by the district, and of all payments and disbursements frcm 

-7- HB 436 
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the fund. Funds shall be paid out on warrants issued by 

direction of the board and signed by a majority of its 

membership. 

Section 10. Bond issues authorized. A transportation 

district may borrow money by the issuance of e~~ GENERAL 

OBLIGATION OR REVENUE BONDS, OR A COMBINATION THEREOF, to 

provide funds for the district, but the amount of bonds 

issued for such purpose and outstandL~g at any time shall 

not exceed five percent {5%) of taxable property therein, as 

' 
ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes previous to the issuance of suci1 bonus. 

Section 11. Enlargement of U.istrict 

procedures. The boundaries of any transportation district 

may be enlarged ~--aBy--e£--~he-meeheae-~e¥ieee-£er-~fte 

e~i~hmeft~-~-~he-eie~rie~ IF FIFTY-ONE PERCENT {51%) OF 

THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE AREA TO BE ADDED TO THE 

EXISTING DISTRICT SIGN A PETITION REQUESTING ADDITION TO 

SUCH DISTRICT: however, each addition must be a~proved by a 

majority vote of the transportation board. ALL PROPERTY 

NITHIN ANY ADDITION TO THE TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT SHALL BE 

SUBJECT TO ALL EXISTING INDEBTEDNESS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Section 12. Procedure for dissolving district. 

( 1} Any transportation district may be dissolved upon 

preuentation to the county conmissioners of a petition 

signed by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the qualified 

-8- as 436 
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voters of such district. Upon the filing of such petition, 

the commissioners shall carefully examine the petition and, 

if it is found that the petition is in proper form, and 

bears the requisite number of signatures of qualified 

petitioners, the commissioners shall by resolution call for 

a public hearing on the dissolution of such transportation 

district. If such petition is found by the commissioners to 

be lacking in the number of signatures, ~he commissioners 

shall pes~~fte-afty-aea~ift~-eft-~ae-~eeie~a-~~i~--s~e~--eime 

as--eae--~e~~~~e~--ft~er--e£--~e~e~ftere--aave--s~~ftee-eae 

~ee~~~ft DECLARE THE PETITION VOID. 

[2) A notice of such hearing shall be~ublished in a 

newspaper having general circulation in the transportation 

district, once each week for at least two (2) weeks, the 

last publication to be at least two (2) weeks before the 

hearing. If there is no newspaper having general 

17 circulation in the district, the notice of the hearing shall 

18 be posted in at least three (3) public places in the 

19 district for two (2) weeks before the hearing. The notice 

20 shall state the time, date, place and purpose of the 

21 hearing. 

22 [3) If upon such hearing the commissioners find that 

23 the district is not indebted beyond funds immediately 

24 available to extinguish all of its debts and obligations and 

25 that there is good reason for the dissolution of such 
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district, the co~~issioners shall enter upon their minutes 

an order dissolving such district. Such order shall be 

filed, of record, and the dissolution shall be effective for 

all purposes six (6) months after the date of filing the 

order of dissolution, provided that at or before such time 

the board of said district certifies to the county 

commissioners that all debts and obligations of the district 

have been p~id, discharged or irrevocably settled, together 

with proof thereof. Any assests of the district remaining 

after all debts and obligations of the district have been 

paid, discharged or 

divided between the 

irrevocably 

county and 

settled, shall be evenly 

any cities within or 

partially within the ~issolved district. 

Section 13. Effective date. This bill shall become 

effective upon its passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE diLL NO. 436 

INTRODUCED BY KEMMIS, JOHNSON, FEDERICO, PALMER, 

DUSSAUL'l', HARPER, LEST;;;R, HUENNEKENS, LUEBECK, KIMBLE 

A 3ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "Ai:'l ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

Cru:ATION OF URBAN TRANSPORTATIOi'l DISTRICTS 1 AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE I'l' El'<ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF T!IE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. This act authorizes the 

establishment of urban- transportation districts to supply 

transportation services and facilities to district residents 

and other persons. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in this act: 

(1) "Corrrnissioners" means the board of county conunissioners 

or other governing body of a county; 

(2) •oistrict" means any transportation district 

created under tiris act 1 

(3) MBoard" means tile l.Joard of transportation of an;,t 

district created under tilis act. 

Section 3. Petition call for public 

nearing. (l) Proceedings for creation of a trru1sgortation 

district may be initiated uy a petition, signed 0j not less 

than twenty percent {20%) of ti1e qualified electors who 

reside within the proposed transportation district. The 
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petition shall consist of one (1) sheet or several sheets 

identical in form and fastened together after being 

circulated and signed so as to form a single, complete 

petition before being delivered to the county clerk. The 

petition shall give the address of each petitioner AND SHALL 

INCLUDE A MAP SHOWING THE LIMITS OF THE PROPOSED DISTRICT. 

The complete petition shall be filed with the county clerk, 

who shall within thirty {30) days thereafter, carefully 

examine the same and attach to it a certificate under his 

official signature and the seal of his office. The 

certificate shall set forth: 'i'fte THE total number of 

persons who are registered electors within the proposed 

transporation districtr--Wft~ea, AND WHICH and how many of 

the persons whose names are on the petitions are qualified 

to sign such petition. Wfte~~--e~eh--~ar~~~ee--e~~~e~s 

ee~e~~~~~e--me~e--e~--rees--~ha~-~eft~-pepee~~-~~9%t-e£-~e 

~e~~e~e~ee-e~e~e~e-e£-~ae-prepeeee-eraftepe~~a~~ft-e~e~~~e~~ 

IF THE PETITION IS FOUND TO CONTAIN LESS THAN TWENTY PERCENT 

(20%) OF THE SIGNATURES OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 

TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT, THE PETITION SHALL BE DECLARED 

Y2.!£:.. 
(2) ~he-PROVIDED THE PETITION CONTAINS THE SIGNATURES 

OF TWENTY PERCENT (20%) OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 

PRO~OSED TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT, THE county clerk shall 

present the petition and 

-2-
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cornnissioners at their first meeting held after he has 

attached his certificate. 

{3) The commissioners shall thereu;.:>on examine the 

~etition and7-i£-~hey-£±ft~-~he~-~he-~±~ieft--i~--±ft--~~ 

£e~--eftd--eee~s--~he--~e~~i~i~e--ft~e~--e£--~i~fte~~~ee--e£ 

~~e±±£±ed-~~i~±eft~~7-~fte-e~±ssi~~s shall by resolution 

call for a public hearing on the creation of such 

transportation district. r£--~he--~i~ieft--is-£ettftd-~e-be 

±eek±ft~--ift--~he--ft~ee~---e£~--si~fte~~~e~---~e~~i~ed7---~he 

eemmi~siefte~s--she±±--~es~~efte--e~-eeft~ift~e-efty-fted~ift~-~~ft 

~fte-~~±~±eft-~~±±-~~eh--~±me--es--~he--~~~i~e~--ft~ee~--e£ 

~i~~fte~s-ha¥e-s±~ft~-~he-~i~±eft~--~e-eemmissi~~~-mey 

ee±±--£e~--e--~ie--he~±ft~-eft-efty-~~ed-~~efts~er~e~±eft 

d±s~i~-~~e~d±ees-e£-wh~er-e-~~i~±eft-£ef--~he--e~ee~i0ft 

e£--e--~~efte~~~~ieft--die~~ie~--hee--~--~eseft~ed-~e-~he 

~ise±eft~e~ 

Section 4. Notice and conduct of public 

hearing. (l) At the time fixed for the public hearing, the 

commissioners si1all hear all testimony offered in support of 

and in opposition to any petition and the creation of the 

district. The hearings may Le adjourned from ti1ne to time 

for the determination of additional information, or hearing 

petitioners or objectors, w±~h~~--ed~i~±~e±--~~hiisheri--er 

~~ed--ftMieeT but no adjourmaent r,tay exceed two ( 2) weeks 

after the elate originally noticed and publisned for the 
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hearing. 

(2) A notice of the public hearing ~<all be published 

in a newspaper having general circulation within the 

proposed transportation district once each week for at least 

two {2) weeks, the last publication to be at least two (2) 

weeks prior to the hearing. If tilere is no newspaper having 

general circulation within the proposed district, the notice 

of public hearing snall be posted in at least b1ree ( 3) 

public places within the proposed district for two (2) weeks 

prior to the nearing. The notice shall state the tiroe, 

date, ]Jlace, and purpose of the hearing and des cri.De ti1e 

boundaries of t;le proposed transportation distri.:t. 

Section 5. Reject or create resolution 

election. (l) The commissioners, upon corc1gletion of the 

public hearing, shall proceed by resolution e±~ft~-~e-~ejee~ 

~fte--~ee~ieft-e£-~~h-e-a±s~ie~7-~e-eKe~e±se-~he±~-~ewe~-~e 

e~ee~e-~~eh-e-a±s~ie~7-e~ to refer ti1e creation of such 

district to the persons qualified to vote on such 

proposition7-~ewe~e~T-±£-a-~~ep~-~e~i~±eft-£e~-~he--e~ee~±eft 

e£--a-~±s~~±e~-haa-eeeft-~~eeeft~ed-~e-~~e-eemm±e~±efte~~-afta-ft 

~~ie-ftee~ift~-he±a-eft-±~7-~he-eemmi~s±efte~s--sha±~--~reeeed 

eie~e~~e-e~ee~e-~~eh-a-a±e~±e~-e~-~e-~e£e~-~he-e~ee~±eft-e£ 

e--a±e~~ie~--~e--~he--~~eefte--~~e±i~±ee--~e--¥~e--Cft--~~eh 

~e~~±~ieft. The commissioners may, in their resolution, 

desismate ·ahether a special election snall be held, or 
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whether the matter si1all be determined at the next general 

election. 

{2) If a special election is ordered, the 

commissioners shall, in their order, specify the date for 

tne election, the voting places, and shall appoint and 

designate judges and clerks therefor. The election shall be 

held in all respects as nearly as practicable in conformity 

1~itl1 the general election laws. 

{3) At.. the election, the ballots shall contain the 

words: 

"I I 'l'ransportation District-- Yes 

I~ Transportation District -- ~0 n 

The judges of the election shall certify to the 

commissioners the results of the election. 

Section 6. Transportation board -- selection 

composition. (l) The district shall be governed and 

managed by a transportation ooard appointed by a selection 

J:,oard comc:>osed of the comr.lissioners and an equal number of 

transportation representatives from the governing body of 

any incor~orated city included or partially included in the 

district. ?he selection 0oard shall also fill all vacancies 

occurring on the board. The selection board shall give 

public notice of its solicitation of applications for 

membership on the board, or for any vacancies occurring on 
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the board, The notice shall be published in a newspaper 

having general circulation in the territory within the 

transportation district, once each week for at least two (2) 

weeks, the last publication to be at least two {2) weeks 

before the appointment, If there is no newspaper having 

general circulation within the proposed district, the notice 

of solicitation shall be posted in at least three (3) public 

places within the proposed district for two (2) weeks before 

the appointment. The notice shall state the time, date and 

place of the appointment. 

(2) The transportation board shall consist of three 

(3) members serving staggered three (3) year terms. The 

first members appointed to the board shall serve one (1), 

two (2) and three (3) years respectively, the term of one 

member expiring on July 1 of each year. The members shall 

serve without pay, except for necessary mileage expenses. 

Section 7. Powers of transportation board. (1) The 

board shall have all powers necessary and proper to the 

establishment, operation, improvement, maintenance and 

administration of the transportation district. The district 

shall primarily serve the residents within the district 

boundaries, but may authorize service outside the district 

boundaries where deemed appropriate. 

(2) The board shall employ a qualified administrative 

officer for the district. 

-6-
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notice of its solicitation of applications for a qualified 

administrative officer. 

Section 8, Budget --mill levy authorized. The board 

shall, annually, present its budget to the commissioners at 

the regular budget meetings as prescribed by law, and 

therewith certify the amount of money necessary and proper 

for the ensuing year. The commissioners shall, annually, at 

the time of levying county taxes, fix and levy a tax, in 

mills, upon all property withi~ said transportation district 

clearly sufficient to raise the amount certified by the 

board. The tax so levied for all transportation district 

purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness shall fte~ 

~ft-aftY-rea~-e~-~we~¥e--t~et--m~~~e--eft--eaeft--&e~~er--ef 

~axah~e--¥a~~e~~ft--ef--p~per~r--wi~ft~ft--se~--e~e~~e~ ~E 

SUFFICIENT TO FUND THE PROPOSED BUDGET OF THE DISTRICT FOR 

THE FISCAL YEAR. 

Section 9, Duties of county treasurer warrants 

issued by board. The procedure for the collection of the 

tax shall be in accordance with the existing laws of the 

state of Montana. The funds collected under the tax levy 

shall be held by the county treasurer who shall be, ex 

officio, the treasurer for the transportation district and 

WhO lha11 keep a dl!tailed account of all tax moneys paid 

into the fund, of all other moneys from any source received 

by ·the district, and of all payments and disbursements from 
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the fund. Funds shall be paid out on warrants issued by 

direction of the board and signed by a majority of its 

membership. 

Section 10. Bond issues authorized. A transportation 

district may borrow money by the issuance of eeftd~ GENERAL 

OBLIGATION OR REVENUE BONDS, OR A COMBINATION THEREOF, to 

provide funds for the district, but the amount of bonds 

issued for such purpose and outstanubg at any time si1all 

not exceed five percent (5%) of taxable property therein, as 

ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes previous to the issuanc'e of suc~1 oonds. 

Section 11. Enlargement of ciistrict 

procedures. The boundaries of any transportation district 

may be enlarged ~--eft~--e~--~fte-m~~s-~e.2dea-~~-~fte 

eMe!ri-is'hlllesrt-M-~fte-d2t!!~roi~ IF FIFTY-ONE PERCENT (51%) OF 

THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE AREA TO BE MDED TO TilE 

EXISTING DISTRICT SIGN A PETITION REQUESTING ADDITION TO 

SUCH DISTRICT; however, each addition must be a~proved by a 

majority vote of the trans2ortation' board. ALL PROPERTY 

\HTHIN ANY ADDITION TO THE TRl:.NSPORTATION DISTRICT SHALL BE 

SUBJECT TO ALL EXISTING INDEBTEDNESS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Section 12. Procedure for dissolving district. 

(1) Any transportati?n district may be dissolved U?On 

presentation to the county commissioners of a petition 

signed by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the qualified 

-s- liB 436 
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voters of such district. Upon the filing of such petition, 

the commissioners shall carefully examine the petition and, 

if it is found that the petition is in proper form, and 

bears the requisite number of signatures of qualified 

petitioners, the commissioners shall by resolution call for 

a public hearing on the dissolution of such transportation 

district. If such petition is found by the commissioners to 

be lacking in the number of signatures, the commissioners 

shall pes~pefte-afty-hearift~-eft-~he-pe~i~~~-~ft~i~--s~eh--~~e 

as--~he--re~~iree--ft~er--e~--pe~i~~ftere--ha¥e--si~ftee-~he 

pe~i~~ft DECLARE THE PETITION VOID. 

(2) A notice of such hearing shall be published in a 

newspaper having general circulation in the transportation 

district, once each week for at least two (2) weeks, the 

last publication to be at least two (2) weeks before the 

hearing. If there is no newspaper having general 

circulation in the district, the notice of the hearing shall 

be posted in at least three (3) public places in the 

district for two (2) weeks before the hearing. The notice 

shall state the time, date, place and purpose of the 

21 hearing. 

22 (3) If upon such hearing the commissioners find that 

23 the district is not indebted beyond funds immediately 

24 available to extinguish all of its debts and obligations and 

25 that there is good reason for the dissolution of such 
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district, the c~~issioners shall enter upon their minutes 

an order dissolving such district. ·such order shall be 

filed, of record, and the dissolution shall be effective for 

all purposes six (6) months after the date of filing the 

order of dissolution, provided that at or before such time 

the board of said district certifies to the county 

commissioners that all debts and obligations of the district 

have been paid, discharged or irrevocably settled, together 

with proof thereof. Any assests of the district rem~ining 

after all debts and obligations of the district have been 

paid, discharged or irrevocably settled, shall be evenly 

divided between the county and any cities within or 

partially within the dissolved district. 

Section 13. Effective date. This bill shall become 

effective upon its passage and approval. 

-End-
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March 14, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 436 

'l'hat House Bill No. 436, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. 1\J\\l~ncl p.:1gc 5, 
Fo 1 1 owing: 
Str·ikc: 
ln:=,~rt: 

section 6, lines 14 through line 1G on payc G. 
"Section 6." 
section 6 in its entirety 
"rrhe district shall be governed by <J l:ran:>porl~atinn 

board. The transportation board r:ha 1.1 con~; ist of 
three ( 3) members oppointcd by a ~;elect ion lJoanl 
composed of the conunissioners oild <nl c:qtl'l 1 numJH'r 
of representatives from the qovcrn i tHJ bodies o E ca ,:_·\1 
incorporated city included or pt~rt L-tll y included in 
the djstrict. The Jelection bo,:H<l :;1\,lll .lL';o fj 11 
all vacancies occurring on the board. 'l'he :-;clcctio:1 
boan1 sholl qive public notice of its :;olicitation 
of applications for membership 011 the buard. 'l'hc 
notice shall be published in a newspaper having 
general circulation in the district, once each week 
for at least two (2) weeks, the· lasL publication to 
be at least two (2) weeks before the appointment. 
If there is no newspaper having general circulation 
within the boundaries of the proposed district, the 
notice of solicitation shall be posted in ~t 
least three ( 3) public places within the boundari_es 
of the proposed district for two (2) weeks before 
the appointment. The appointed members shall serve 
until the first county general elcct·i on aft•.':: their 
appointment. 'fhereafter, the bozud m·:mbcr s sholl b0 
elected. Any qualified elector in the district may 
file a petition of candidacy with the county cJcrk 
and recorder of the county where the district is 
located. No filing fee shall be required. All 
candidates shall file a nonpartisan petition for 
candidacy. The names of the six (6) candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes in thr> prirn<1ry 
election shall be placed on the ballots i_n l he county 
general election. The candidate rcr:r~i vi nrJ Lllr: hi qrwr.;t 
number of votes in the county general clr:r·linn ~;l1dll 
receive a four (4) year term on thr: ],n.~r-d; il1r' twu 
(2) candidt~tes receiving the ncxL bi,lli<·:;l JllllldJ(:r ()I 
votes in the county qcncral cleclioTJ :;lldll Jr•r·r·i·rr· 
hvo (2) year terms on the board. 'l'llcrr',JILr:r, 1\<Jr) (:') 

sc:u.ts on the board shall be filled <ll. r''lr·ry ("(J\IJll y 
qcncral election. The candida u~ rc:cr, i vi II' J t l1c IIi q ll• ":I 
number of votes shall serve a four (~) yr·<~r· tr'Jin, lli'' 
cJndidate receiving the next 'highl~SL JJ\lntl,cr ol volr·:; 
shall serve a two ( 2) year t.erm. Tlw hr)il r.d IIJr•nd>c c; 
sholl serve without pay except for ncccs:.:c1ry tt-an~;
portation expenses." 



2. Amend page 7, section 8, lines 14 through 16. 
Following: "a:i:soe:r::i:et" 
Strike: "BE SUFFICIENT TO FUND THE PROPOSED 

DISTRICT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR" 
I3UlJGET OF 'l'IJE 

Insert: "not in any year exceed twelve (12) mills on (~aclt 

dollar of taxable valuation of properLy within said 
district" 
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HOUSE BILL dO. 436 

INTRODUCED BY KEMMIS, JOHNSON, FEDERICO, PALMER, 

DUSSAULT, HARPER, LESTER, HUENNEKENS, LUEBECK, KIMBLE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ·A..~ ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CREATION OF URBAN TRANSPORTATION DISTRICTS; A!'fD PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. This act authorizes the 

establishment of urban transportation districts to supply 

transportation services and facilities to district residents 

and other persons. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in this act: 

(1) •commissioners" means the board of county commissioners 

or other governing body of a county; 

(2) •District• means any transportation district 

created under this act; 

( 3) "Board" means the board of transportation of any 

district created under this act. 

Section 3. Petition call for public 

hearing. (1) Proceedings for creation of a transportation 

district may be initiated by a petition, signed by not less 

than twenty percent (20%) of tl1.e qualifieti electors who 

reside within the proposed transportation district. The 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

'!'3 J436/03 

petition shall consist of one (1) sheet or several sheets 

identical in form and fastened together after being 

circulateJ and signed so as to form a single, complete 

petition before being delivered to the county clerk. The 

petition shall give the ajdress of each petitioner MiD SHALL 

INCLUDE A MAP SllOWING THE LIMITS OF THE PROPOSED DISTRICT. 

The complete petition shall be filed with the county clerk, 

who shall within thirty (30) ~ays thereafter, carefully 

examine the sam~ and attach to it a certificate under his 

official signature and the seal 

certificate shall set forth: ~fte 

persons wi10 are registered electors 

of his office. The 

THE total number of 

within the proposed 

transporation district-..---li'l'l.i:eio\, A:m dHICH and how many of 

the persons whose names are on the petitions are qualified 

to sign such petition. Whe~fte~--~~eft--q~a:i~i:ea-ei~fte~e 

eefte~i:~~~e-me~e-e~-ieee-~haft-~Weft~y--~e~eeft~--~~~~t--e~--~l'l.e 

~e~i:e~e~ed-eiee~e~e-e~-~he-p~e~eeed-~~aftepe~~aei:eft-ais~~iee-.. 

IF THE PETITION IS FOUND 'i'O CONTAIN LESS THM'f TWENTY PERCE~T 

(20%) OF THE SIGNATURES OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 

TRAc,SPORTATION DISTRICT 1 THE PSTITION SHALL BE DECLARED 

VOID. 

(2) 'l'he PROVIDED TdE PETITIO;l CONTADIS THE SIG::lATURES 

OF 'i'<II:NTY PERC:O:NT (20%) OF Taz QUALIFIE!J ELECTORS OF THE 

PROPOSED TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT, THE cou~ty clerk shall 

presectt the petition and his certificate to the 

-2- as 436 
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commissioners at their first meeting held after he nas 

attached his certificate. 

(3) The commissioners shall thereupon examine the 

petition and7-~f-~ey-f~"d-~a~-~~e-~t~~eft--~s--~ft--~~e~e~ 

~e~-aftd--bea~--~e--~~~~s~~e--ft~e~--&f--s~~ftat~~es--e~ 

~~a~~~~ed-~et~~~efte~7-the-ee~ss~efte~ shall by resolution 

call for a public 11aaring on the creation of such 

transportation district. ~f--tfte--pet~~e!'l--!i:e-fe~ft~-~e-&e 

~aek~l'l~--~ft--the--!'l~e~---ef---e~~fta~~ree---re~~~~d7---~e 

ee~esie!'lers--e~a~~--~eetpe!'le--e~-eel'ltil'l~e-ftl'ly-hea~!i:ft~-~~eft 

~e-pe~!:~!i:eft-ftl'l~!i:~-e~eh--~~me--ae--~e--~e~~i~ed--ft~e~-e~ 

~e~tiefte~s-ha¥e-si~l'led-~e-~et!:~eft~--~~e-eemmiseiefte~-may 

ea~~--fe~--a--p~iie--hea~ft~-e!'l-ftl'ly-~~~eeed-~~e~e~~a~ieft 

diet~iet-~~a~d~eee-ef-wae~he~-a-pet!:t!:eft-fe~--the--e~ea~~el'l 

e~--a--t~al'lspe~~atieft--die~~ie~--hee--eeeft--p~sel'l~ed-~e-the 

ee~eeie!'le=~ 

Section 4. ,'iotice and conduct of public 

hearing. (l) At the time fixed for the public hearing, the 

commissioners shall hear all testimony offered in support of 

and in opposition to any petition and the creation of the 

district. The hearings may be adjourned from time to time 

for the determination of additional information, or hearing 

petitioners or objectors, w~the~~--additieftai--~~~!:shed--e~ 

pes~ed--!'le~!:ee7 but no adjournment may exceed two (2) weeks 

after the date. originally noticed and published for the 
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hearing. 

(2) A notice of the public hearing shall be published 

in a newspaper !:laving general circulation Iii thin the 

proposed transportation district once each week for at least 

two (2) weeks, the last publication to be at least two (2) 

weeks prior to ~~e hearing. If there is no newspaper having 

general circulation within the proposed district, the notice 

of public hearing shall be posted in at least three (3) 

public places witnin the proposed district for two (2) weeks 

prior to the hearing. The notice shall state the time, 

date, place, and purpose of the nearing and describe the 

boundaries of the proposed transportation district. 

Section 5. Reject or create resolution 

election. (l) The commissioners, upon completion of the 

public hearing, shall proceed by resolution e~t~er-te-~e;ee~ 

the--erea~ieft-ef-sl'l~~-a-d~s~rie~7-~e-eKereise-efteir-~ewer-te 

ereate-s!'leh-a-dis~r!:et7-er to refer the creation of such 

district to the persons qualified to vote on such 

proposition~-hewe¥er7-i£-e-~reper-peti~~eft-~er-~e--ereatie~ 

e£--e-dis~~~e~-hae-eee~-presel'lted-te-~he-eeMM!:eeie!'lers-dl'l6-a 

p~~~e-hea~il'l~-he~d-eft-!:~7-~~e-~esiel'le~--sha~~--preeee~ 

ei~er-~e-ereate-s~eft-e-dietrie~-er-te-refer-the-erea~ieft-e~ 

~--~ie~rie~--~e--tfte--persefts--~~e~i~ierl--te--vete--eft--e!'left 

prepesi~iel'l. The commissioners may, in their resolution, 

designate whether a special election shall be held, or 
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whether the matter shall be determined at the next general 

election. 

(2) If a special election is ordered, the 

commissioners shall, in their order, specify the date for 

the election, the voting places, and shall appoint and 

designate judges and clerks therefor. The election shall be 

held in all respects as nearly as practicable in conformity 

with the general election laws. 

(3) At the election, the ballots shall contain the 

words: 

•L::7 Transportation District -- Yes 

L::7 Transportation District -- No • 

The judges of the election shall certify 

commissioners the results of the election. 

to the 

Section 6. ~~aftspe~a~~eft---bee~e--------se~ee~~"----

eempes~~~eftT--~~t----~be--~se~~ee--s~e~~-be--~e¥erfted--afte 

m&fta~ee--br--e-e~ftftspe~ae~eft-bea~e-appe~ft~ee-by-a-se~ee~~eft 

bea~-eempesee-ef-~e-ee~s~~efte~-aftd-Sft-e~~e~--ft~e~-ef 

~~eftspe~~ee~eft--~ep~esefttee~yes--f~m--e"e-~e¥e~~ft~-beey-ef 

ftfty-~fte&rpe~~ee-~~y-~fte~~dee-e~pe~~e~~y-~fte~~dee-~ft--~e 

e~st~~T--~"e-se~ee~~eft-bee~-Sftft~~-e~~e-f~~~-e~~-Yaeafte~eS 

ee~~~~ft~--eft--~e--bee~eT---~e--~e~eee~eft-eee~e-~fte±±-~ive 

p~~~e--fte~~ee--ef--i~s--se~~e~~e~~eft--ef--epp±~ee~ieft~--fe~ 

memee~sftip--eft--~e-bee~e;-e~-fe~-efty-yeeene~es-eee~~~~"~-eft 
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~e-bee~e~--~fte-fte~~ee-sfte~~-be--p~~~sftee--~ft--a--ftewspepe~ 

ftS¥~ft~--~efte~e~--e~~~~e~~eft--~ft--~e--~e~~iee~--wi~ft-~e 

e~anepe~eeieft-d~ee~~ee;-eftee-ee~-week-fe~-ee-±eese-~e-*it 

weeka;-~e-~aa~-p~±~eee~eft-ee-be-ee--~eese--~e--~it--weeks 

hefe~e--efte--eppeift~efteT---if--~e~-~s-fte-ftewspepe~-fte¥~ft~ 

~efte~e~-e~~e~~ee~eft-wie"~ft-~e-p~pesed-d~se~~ee;-efte-ftee~ee 

ef-se~~ei~a~eft-Sfta~~-be-pee~ee-~ft-e~-±eese-tft~e-~~t-p~~~e 

p~aeee-w~tft~ft-efte-p~epeeed-d~ee~~ee-fe~-~e-~it-weeke-be§e~e 

efte-eppe~fteMeft~T--~fte-ftee~ee-efte~±-seeee-tfte-~~meT-dete--afte 

p~eee-ef-tfte-eppe~fttmefttT 

~it--~e--e~enspe~e~eft--bee~d--sfte±±-eefts~se-ef-~~e 

~~t-memee~e-se~V~ft~-e~a~~e~d-~~e--~~t--yea~--~e~T---~e 

f~~t--meMbe~--appe~ft~ed--ee-~e-bea~d-eha±~-se~e-efte-~~t; 

~e-iit-aftd-eh~e--i~t-yea~e-~speet~ve±yT-ehe-te~-ef--efte 

Mefthe~-e~~~ft~--eft-a~±y-±-ef-eaeft-yea~T--~e-meMbe~-ehe±± 

se~¥e-w~~~e-pay;-e~eepe-fer--fteeeeee~--mi±ee~e--e~efteesT 

THE DISTRICT SHALL BE GOVERNED BY A TRANSPORTATION BOARD. 

THE TRANSPORTATION BOARD SHALL CONSIST OF THREE (3) MEMBERS 

APPOINTED BY A SELECTION BOARD COMPOSED OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

A..."'D AN EQUAL ~UMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE GOVERNING 

BODIES OF EACH INCORPORATED CITY INCLUDED OR PARTIALLY 

INCLUDED IN THE DISTRICT. THE SELECTION BOARD SHALL ALSO 

FILL ALL VACAl~CIES OCCURRING ON THE BOARD. THE SELECTION 

BOARD SHALL GIVI: PUBLIC ~WTICE OF ITS SOLICITATION OF 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD, THE NOTICE SHALL 

-6- HB 436 



l. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0436/03 

BE PUBLISHED IN A NEWSPAPER HAVIUG GENERAL CIRCULATION IN 

THE DISTRICT, ONCE EACH WEEK FOR AT LEAST TWO (2) WEEKS, THE 

LAST PUBLICATION TO BE AT LEAST TWO ( 2) WEEKS BEFORE THE 

APPOINTMENT. IF THERE IS NO NEWSPAPER HAVING GENERAL 

CIRCULATION WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED DISTRICT, 

THE NOTICE OF SOLICITATION SHALL BE POSTED IN AT LEAST THREE 

(3) PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED 

DISTRICT FOR TWO (2) WEEKS BEFORE THE APPOINTMENT. THE 

APPOINTED MEMBERS SHALL SERVE UNTIL THE FIRST COUNTY GENERAL 

ELECTION AFTER THEIR APPOINTMENT. THEREAFTER, THE BOARD 

MEMBERS SHALL BE ELECTED. ANY QUALIFIED ELECTOR IN THE 

DISTRICT MAY FILE A PETITION OF CMlDIDACY WITH THE COUNTY 

CLERK AND RECORDER OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE DISTRICT IS 

LOCATED. NO FILING FEE SHALL BE REQUIRED. ALL CANDIDATES 

SHALL FILE A NONPARTISAN PETITION FOR CANDIDACY. THE NAMES 

OF THE SIX {6) CANDIDATES RECEIVING THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF 

VOTES IN THE PRIMARY ELECTION SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOTS 

IN THE COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION. THE CANDIDATE RECEIVING THE 

HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES IN THE COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION SHALL 

RECEIVE A FOUR (4) YEAR TER;~ ON THE BOARD1 THE TWO (2) 

CANDIDATES RECEIVING THE NEXT HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES IN THE 

COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION SHALL RECEIVE TWO (2) YEAR TER~ ON 

THE BOARD. THEREAFTER, 'I'o'JO ( 2) SEATS ON THE BOARD SHALL BE 

FILLED AT EVERY COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION. THE CANDIDATE 

RECEIVING THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES SHALL SERVE A FOUR (4) 
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YEAR TERM, THE CANDIDATE RECEIVING THE NEXT HIGHEST NUMBER 

OF VOTES SHALL SERVE A TWO (2) YEAR TERM. THE BOARD MEMBERS 

SHALL SERVE WITHOUT PAY EXCEPT FOR NECESSARY TRANSPORTATION 

EXPENSES. 

Section 7. Powers of transportation board. (1) The 

board shall have all powers necessary and proper to the 

establishment, operation, improvement, maintenance and 

administration of the transportation district. The district 

shall primarily serve the residents within the district 

boundaries, but may authorize service outside the district 

boundaries where deemed appropriate. 

(2) The board shall employ a qualified administrative 

officer for the district. The board shall give public 

notice of it~ solicitation of applications for a qualified 

administrative officer. 

Section 8. Budget -- mill levy authorized. The board 

shall, annually, present its budget to the commissioners at 

the regular budget meetings as prescribed by law, and 

therewith certify the amount of money necessary and proper 

for the ensuing year. The commissioners shall, annually, at 

the time of levying county taxes, fix and levy a tax, in 

mills, upon all property within said transportation district 

clearly sufficient to raise the amount certified by the 

board. The tax so levied for all transportation district 

purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness shall ~e~ 
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~ft--ftfty--yea~--eKeee~--~e~¥e--~~~+--~i~s-eft-eaeh-~e~~a~-&f 

~a~ab~e--¥a~~a~~eft--ef--~~~er~y--w~~~ft--sa~a--~~s~~e~ ~ 

SaPP~€~BN~--~9--P~B-~HB-PRSP8SBB-BS&SB~-9P-~HB-B£S~R~€~-PeR 

'I!HB-P~S€M>-¥Bi'<R ClOT IN A:;JY YEAR EXCEED T.'IELVE ( 12) ~HLLS ON 

EACH DOLLAR OF TAXABLE VALUATION OF PROPERTY WITHIN SAID 

DISTRICT. 

Section 9. Duties of county treasurer warrants 

issued by board. The procedure for the collection of the 

tax shall be in accordance with the existing laws of the 

state of Hontana. The funds collected under the tax levy 

shall be held by the county treasurer who shall be, ex 

officio, the treasurer for the transportation district and 

who shall keep a detailed account of all tax moneys paid 

into the fund, of all other moneys from any source received 

by the district, and of all ?ayments and disbursements from 

the fund. Funds shall be paid out on warrants issued by 

direction of the board and signed by a majority of its 

membership. 

Section 10. Bond issues authorized. A transportation 

district may borrow money by the issuance of eeftds GEaERAL 

OBLIGATION OR REVENUE BONDS, OR A CQt.ffiiNATION THEREOF, to 

provide funds for the district, but the amount of bonds 

issued for such purpose and outstanding at any time shall 

not exceed five percent (5%) of taxable property therein, as 

ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 
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taxes previous to the issuance of such bonds. 

Section 11. Enlargement of district 

procedures. The boundaries of any transportation district 

may be enlarged ey--afty--e~--~e-me~~e~-~~e¥~ded-£er-~Jole 

ee~ebH:el'lftleft~-e~-~e-~e~~!:e~ IF FIFTY-ONE PERCENT (51%) OF 

THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE AREA TO BE ADDED TO THE 

EXISTING DISTRICT SIGN A PETITION REQUESTING ADDITION TO 

SUCH DISTRICT; however, each addition must be approved by a 

majority vote of the transportation board. ALL PROPERTY 

WITHIN A..~Y ADDITION TO THE TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT SHALL BE 

SUBJECT TO ALL EXISTING INDEBTEDNESS OF THE DISTRICT. 

{1) 

Section 12. Procedure for 

Any transportation district 

dissolving district. 

may be dissolved upon 

presentation to the county commissioners of a petition 

signed by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the qualified 

voters of such district. Upon the filing of such petition, 

the commissioners shall carefully examine the petition and, 

if it is found that the petition is in proper form, and 

bears the requisite number of signatures of qualified 

petitioners, ~~e commissioners shall by resolution call for 

a public hearing on the dissolution of such transportation 

district. If such petition is found by the commissioners to 

be lacking in the number of signatures, the commissioners 

shall ~ee~~ene--afty-Jolea~!:n~-eft-~~e-~e~!:~!:eft-~~~~-~~e~-~~Me 

~~-~fte--~e~~~~ed--n~e~--ef--~e~~~!:efte~~--fta¥e--~!:~ftea--~fte 
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~ee~e~eft-DECLARE THE PETITION VOID. 

(2) A notice of such hearing shall be published in a 

newspaper having general circulation in the transportation 

district, once each week for at least two (2) weeks, the 

last publication to be at least two (2) weeks before the 

hearing. If there is no newspaper having general 

7 circulation in the district, the notice of the hearing shall 

8 be posted in at least three (3) public places in the 

9 district for two (2) weeks before the hearing. The notice 

10 shall state the time, date, place and purpose of the 

11 hearing. 

12 (3) If upon such hearing the commissioners find that 

13 the district is not indebted beyond funds immediately 

14 available to extinguish all of its debts and obligations and 

15 L~at there is good reason for the dissolution of such 

16 district, the commissioners shall enter upon their minutes 

17 an order dissolving such district. Such order shall be 

18 filed, of record, and the dissolution shall be effective for 

19 all purposes six (6) months after the date of filing the 

20 order of dissolution, provided that at or before such time 

21 the board of said district certifies to the county 

22 commissioners that all debts and obligations of the district 

23 have been paid, discharged or irrevocably settled, together 

24 with proof thereof. Any assests of the district remaining 

25 after all de?ts and obligations of the district have been 
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paid, discharged or irrevocably settled, shall be evenly 

divided between the county and any cities within or 

partially within the dissolved district. 

Section 13. Effective date. This bill shall become 

effective upon its passage and approval. 

-End-
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