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INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES
FOR THE COMPOSITION, SUBMISSION, AND PRINTING OF ARGUMENTS
ADVOCATING APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF INITIATIVE AND
REFERENDUM MEASURES, AND AMENDING SECTION 37-107, R.C.M.

1547.*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1., Committee advocating approval of a measure
referred by the legislature =-- submission of argument. An
argument advocating approval of a proposed constitutional
amendment of an act referred to the people by the
legislature or by a petition for referenrdum shall be
composed and subnitted for printing by a committee created
as follows: The president of the senate shall appoint one
(1) senator known te favor the measure and the speaker of
the house of representatives shall appoint one (1)
representative known to favor the measure. The two (2}
members shall appoint a third member who need not be a
member of the legislature.

Section 2. Committee advocating rejection of a measure
referred by the legislature -- submission of argument. An

argument advocating rejection of a proposed constituticnal
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amendment or of an act referred to the people by the
legislature shall be composed and submitted for printing by
a committee created as follows: The president of the senate
shall appoint one (1) senator and the speaker of the house
shall appoint one (1} representative. Whenever possible,
the members appointed shall be known to have opposed the
measure. The two (2) members shall appoint a third member
who need not be a member of the legislature.

Section 3. Submission of arguments advocating
rejection of an act of the legislature referred by petition.
An argument advocating rejection of an act of the
legislature referred toc the people by a petition for
referendum shall be composed and submitted for printing by
the proponents of the petition.

Section 4. Submission of arguments advocating approval
of a measure proposed by a petiticn for initiative. An
argument advocating approval of an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention by a
petition for initiative shalil be composed and submitted for
printing by the proponents of the petition.

Section 5. Submission of argument advocating rejection
of a measure proposed by an initiative petition. An
argument advocating rejection of an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention proposed

by a petition for initiative shall be composed and submitted
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for printing by a committee created as follows: The
governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house shall each appoint a person known to
favor rejection of the measure. The four (4) persons
appointed shall appeoint a fifth member known to favor
rejection of the measure.

Section 6. Arguments limited to five hundred (500)
words =-- must be signed. Arguments submitted under this act
are limited to five hundred (500} words. An argument must
be signed by a majority of the committee responsible for its
composition.

Section 7. Time for submitting arguments. Arguments
submitted under this act shall be filed in typewritten form
with the secretary of state not less than seven (7) weeks
before the election at which the measure is to be submitted
to the people.

Section 8. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state
shall provide copies of the arguments advocating approval or
rejection of a measure to the adversary in argument on the
day following the deadline for filing arguments under this
act. The committees may prepare rebuttal arguments not
longer than two hundred fifty (250) words in length that
shall! be filed in typewritten form with the secretary of
state not less than six (6) weeks before the election at
which the measure is to be submitted to the people.
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Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the
subject matter raised in the argument being rebutted. The
rebuttal argument shall be signed by a majority of the
committee responsible for its preparation.

Section 9. Type of arguments +to be excluded from
pamphlet —— liability for libel. (1} The secretary of state
shall reject an argument or other matter held by the
attorney general to contain obscene, vulgar, profane,
scandalous, libelous, or defamatory matter; or any language
that in any way incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates
hatred, abuse, violence, or hostility toward, or that tends
to cast ridicule or shame upon, a group of persons by reason
of race, color, religion, or sex, or any matter not allowed
to be sent through the mail. Such arguments may not be
filed or printed in the voters' pamphlet.

{2) MNothing in this act relieves either an argument
nor an author of an argument from civil or criminal
responsibility for statements contained in an argument
printed in the voters' pamphlet.

Section 10. Section 37-107, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"37-107. Printing and distribution of measures. {1}
The secretary of state shall furnish a copy of each of the
proposed measures to be submitted to the people, and make
regquisition on the department of administration, for the

.
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printing and delivery to him of all proposed constitutional
amendments, initiative, and referendum measures to be
submitted to a vote of the people.

({2) The department of administration, shall, no later
than five (5) weeks before any general or special election,
at which any proposed law is to be submitted to the people,
have printed a true copy of the title and text of each
measure to be submitted, with the number and form in which
the question will be printed on the official ballot. The
department of administration shall cali for bids and
contract with the lowest responsible bidder for the printing
of the proposed law to be submitted to the people.

{3) The proposed law to be submitted shall be printed
in news type, each page to be six inches wide by nine inches
iong, and when the proposed measure constitutes less than
six pages, it shall be printed flat and forwarded to the
county clerk and recorder of each county in that form.

(4) When the proposed measure ccnstitutes more than six
pages, the measure shall be printed in pamphlet form,
securely stapled, without cover. No proposed measure shall
be bound. The gquality of the paper to be used for the
proposed measure shall be left to the discretion of the
department of administration. The number of proposed
measures to be printed shall be at least five per cent (5%)
more than the number of qualified electors, as shown by the
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registration lists of the several counties of the state at

the last preceding general election.

' (5) The information to be printed shall be printed in

the following order as applicable:

{a) the statement of the secretary of state;

{b) the statement cof the attorney general;

{c) the title and body of the proposed measure;

{d) the argument advocating approval of the measure;

(e} the argument advocating rejection of the measure:

(f) the argument rebutting the argument advocating

approval; and

{g) the argument rebutting the argument advocating

rejection.

45% (6) The secretary of state shall distribute to each
county clerk, no later than four (4} weeks before the
election at which the proposed measure(s} will he voted
upon, a sufficient number of pamphlets to furnish one copy
to every voter in his county. Each county clerk shall mnail
to +each registered voter int the county at least one copy
of the pamphlet within two (2) weeks from the date of his
receipt of the pamphlets from the secretary of state.”

-End-
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Approved by Committee
on Judiciary
HOUSE BILL NO. 420

INTRODUCED 3Y RICHARDS, BARDANOUVE, RASMUSSEN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES
FOR THL COMPOSITIONM, SU3MISSION, AND PRINTING OF ARGUMENTS
ADVOCATING APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF INITIATIVE AND
REFERENDUM MLCASURES, AKND AMENDING SECTION 37-107, R.C.M.

1947."

3FE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOHTANA:

Section 1. Commi;tee advocating approval of a measure
referred by the legislature -- submission of argument. An
argument advocating approval of a proposed constitutional
amendment QR of an act referred to the people by the
iegislature or by a petition for referendum shall be
composed and submitted for printing by a committee created
as follows: The president of the senate shall appoint one
(1) senator known to faver the measure and the speaker of
the house of representatives shall appoint one (1)
representative known tc favor the measure. The two (2)
members shall appoint a third memker who need not be a
member of the legislature.

Section 2, Committee advocating rejection of a measure
referred bty the legislature =-- submission of argument. An

argument advocating rejection of a proposed constitutional
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amendment or of an act referred to the people by the
legislature shall be composed and submitted for printing by
a committee created as follows: The president of the senate

shall appoint one (l} senator KNOWN TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE

and the speaker of the house OF REPRESENTATIVES shall

appoint one (1) representative KNOWN TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE.

Whenever--possiblies--the-members-appointed-shati-be~iknown-te
have-oppesed-the-measurer The two (2) members shall appoint
a third member who need not ke a member of the legislature.

Section 3. Submission of arguments advocating
rejection of an act of the legislature referred by petition.
An argument advocating rejection of an act of the
legislature referred, to the people by a petiticn for
referendum shall be composed and submitted for printing by
the proponents of the petition.

Section 4., Submission of arguments advocating approval
of a measure proposed by a petition for initiative. BAn
argument advocating approval c¢f an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention by a
petition for initiative shall be composed and submitted for
printing by the proponents of the petition.

Secticn 5. Submission of argument advocating rejection
of a measure proposed by an initiative petition. An
argument advocating rejection of an act, constitutional

amendment, or call of a constitutional convention proposed

-2- H3I 420
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by a petition for initiative shall be composed and submitted
for printing by a committee created as follows: The
governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house shall each appoint a person known to
favor reiection of the measure. The four (4) persons
appointed shall appoint a £ifth member known toc favor
rejection of the measure.

Section 6. Arguments limited to five hundred (500)
words -- must be signed. Arguments submitted under this act
are limited to five hundred (500) words. An argument must
be signed by a majority of the committee responsible for its
composition.

Section 7. Time for submitting arguments. Arguments
submitted under this act shall be filed in tfpewritten form
with the secretary of state not less than seven-—{3} EIGHT
{8} weeks before the election at which the measure is to be
submitted to the people,

Section 8, Rebuttal arguments., The secretary of state
shall provide copies of the arguments advocating approwval or
rejection of a measure to the adversary in argument on the
day following the deadline for filing arguments under this
act. The committees may prepare rebuttal arguments not

longer than two hundred fifty (250) words in length that

‘shall be filed in typewritten form with the secretary of

state not 1less than s#x~-46}% SEVEN (7) weeks before the
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election at which the measure is to be submitted to the
pecple. Discussion in the retuttal argument must Le
confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being
rebutted. The rebuttal argument shall be signed by a
majority of the committee responsikle for its preparation.

Section 9. Type of arguments to be excluded f£from
pamphlet =-- liability for libel. (1) The secretary of state
shall reject an argument or other matter held by the
attorney general tc contain obscene, wvulgar, profane,
scandalous, libelous, or defamatory matter; or any language
that in any way incites, counsels, promotes, or advocatés
hatred, abuse, viclence, or hostility toward, or that tends
to cast ridicule or shame upon, a group of persons by reason
of race, colecr, religion, or sex, or any matter not allowed
to be sent through the mail, Such arguments may not be
filed or printed in the voters' pamphlet.

{2) MNothing in this act relieves either an argument
nor an author of an argument from c¢ivil or criminal
responsibility for statements contained in an argument
printed in the voters' pamphlet.

Section 10, Section 37-107, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"37-107. Printing and distribution of measures. (1)
The secretary of state shall furnish a copy of each cof the
proposed measures to be submitted to the people, and make

-4~ H3 420
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requisition on the department of administration, for the
printing and delivery to him of all proposed constitutional
amendments, initiative, and referendum measures to be
submitted to a vote of the people.

{2) The department of édministration, shall, no later
than five (5} weeks before any general or special election,
at which any proposed law is to be submitted to the people,
have printed a true copy of the title and text of each
measure to be submitted, with the number and form in which
the gquestion will be printed on the official ballot. The
department of administration shall call for bids and
contract with the lowest responsible bidder for the printing
of the proposed law to be submitted to the people.

(3) The proposed law to be submitted shall be printed
in news type, each page to be six inches wide by nine inches
long, and when the propcsed measure constitutes less than
six pages, it shall be printed flat and forwarded to the
county clerk and recorder of each county in that form.

(4) When the proposed measure constitutes more than six
pages, the measure shall be printed in pamphlet form,
securely stapled, without cover. No proposed measure shall
be - bound. The aquality of the paper to Le used for the
proposed measure shall be left to the discretion of the
department of administraticon. The numler o¢f proposed
measures to be printed shall be at least five per cent (5%)
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more than the number of qualified electors, as shown by the
registration lists of the several counties of the state at
the last preceding general election.

(5) The information to be printed shall be printed in

the following order as applicable:

{a) the statement of the secretary of state;

(b) the statement of the attorney general;

(c) the title and body of the proposed measure;

(C) THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MEASURE WILL APPEAR CON THE

2ALLOT;

44+ (E) the argument advocating approval of the

measure;

4e+ (F) the argument advocating rejection of the

measure;

4£¥ (G) the argument rebutting the argument advocating

approvalj; and
4¢+ {(H} the argument rebutting the argument advocating

rejection.

5% (6) The secretary of state shall distrilbute to each

county clerk, nc later than four (4) weeks Lefore the
election at which the propeosed measure{s) will be wvoted
upon, a sufficient number of pamphlets to furnish one copy
to every voter in his county. Each county clerk shall mail
to feach registered voter int the county at least one copy
of the pamphlet within two (2) weeks from the Jdate of his

-6- H3 440
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receipt of the pamphlets from the secretary of state."”

-End-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 420
INTRODUCED BY RICHARDS, BARDANCUVE, RASMUSSEN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES
FOR THE COMPOSITICM, SUBMISSION, AND PRINTING OF ARGUMENTS
ADVOCATING APPROVAL CR REJECTION OF INITIATIVE AND
REFERENDUM MEASURES, AND AMENDING SECTICN 37-107, R.C.M.

1947."

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THEE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. CommiFtee advocating approval cf a measure
referred by the legislature -- submission ofé argument. An
argument advqcating approval of a proposed constitutional
amendment OR ¢of an act referred to the people by the
legislature gr by a petition for referendum shall be
composed and submitted for printing by a committee created
as follows: The president of the senate shall appoint one
{1} senator known to favor the measure and the speaker of
the house of representatives shall appecint one (1)
representative known to favor the measure. The twe (2}
members shall appoint a third memker who need not be a
member of the legislature.

Section 2. Committee advocating rejection of a measure
referred by the legislature -- submission of argument. An

argument advocating rejection of a proposed constitutional
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amendment or of an act referred to the people by the
legislature shall be composed and submitted for printing by
a committee created as follows: The president of the senate

shall appoint one (1) senator KNOWN TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE

and the speaker of the house OF REPRESENTATIVES shall

appoint one (1) representative KNOWN TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE.

Whenever--possibliey--the-members—-appointed-shati-be-known-te
have-opposed—the-measures The two (2) members shall appoint
a third member who need not be a member of the legislature.

Section 3. Submission of arguments advocating
rejection of an act of the legislature referred by petition.
An argument adwvocating rejection of an act of the
legislature referred, to the people by a petition for
referendum shall be composed and submitted for printing by
the proponents of the petition.

Section 4. Submission of arguments advocating approval
of a measure proposed by a petition for initiative. 2an
argument advocating approval of an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention by a
petition for initiative shall be composed and submitted for
printing by éhe proponents of the petition.

Section 5. Submission of argument advocating rejection
of a measure proposed by an initiative petition. An
argument advocating rejection of an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention proposed

-2= E3 420
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by a petition for initiatiwe shall be composed and submitted
for printing by a ocommittee created as follows: The
governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house shall each appoint a person known to
favor rejection of the measure. The four (4) persens
appointed shall appoint a fifth member known to favor
rejection of the measure.

Section 6. Arguments limited +to five hundred {500}
words -- must be signed. Arguments submitted under this act
are limited +to five hundred (500) words. An argument must
be signed by a majority of the committee responsible for its
composition. :
Section 7. Time for submitting arguments. Arguments

submitted under this act shall be filed in typewritten form

‘with the secretary of state not less than seven—~+43¢ EIGHT

{8) weeks before the election at which the measure is to be
submitted to the people.

Section 8. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state
shall provide copies of the arguments advocating approval or
rejection of a measure to the adversary in argument on +the
day following the deadline for filing arguments under this
act. The committees may prepare rebuttal arguments not

longer than two hundred fifty (250) words in length that

‘shall be filed in typewritten form with the secretary of

state not less than -s¢w--46+ SLVEN (7) weeks Lefore the

-3- H3Z 424
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election at which the measure is to be submitted to the
people. Discussion in +the retuttal argument must be
confined to the subject matiér raised in the argument being
rebutted. The rebuttal argument shall be signed by a
majority of the committee responsikle for its preparation.

Section 9. Type of arguments to be excludeé from
pamphlet -- liability for libei. (1) The secretary of state
shall reject an argument or other matter held by the
attorney 4general to contain obscene, vulgar, profane,
scandaldus, libelous, or defamatory matter; or any language
that in any way incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates
hatred, abuse, violence, or hostility toward, or that tends
to cast ridicule or shame upon, a group of persons by reason
of race, color, religion, or sex, or any matter not allowed
to be sent through the maii. Such arguments may not be
filed or printéd in the voters' pamphlet.

{2} Wothing in this act relieves either an argument
nor an author of an argument from civil or criminal
responsibility for statements contained in an argument
printed in the vo;ers' pamphlet.

Section 10, Section 37-10¢7, R.C.M, 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

*37-107. Printing and distribution of measures., (1)
The secretary of state shall furnish a cepy of each .of the
proposed measures to be submitted td the people, and make

-~ H3 420
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requisition on the department of administration, for the
printing and delivery to him of all proposed constitutional
amendments, initiative, and rédferendum measures to be
submitted to a vote of the people.

(2) The department of administration, shall, no later
than five (5) weeks before any general or special election,
at which any proposed law is to be submitted to the people,
have printed a true copy of the title and text of each
measure to be submitted, witl{ the number and form in which
the question will be printed on the official ballot. The
department of administraticn shall call for bids and
contract with tfie lowast responsible bidder for the printing
of the proposeé law to be submitted to the people.

(3) The proposed law to be submitted shall be printed
in news type, each page to be six inches wide by nine inches
long, and when the pruposed measure constitutes less than
six pages, it shall be printed flat and forwarded to the
county clerk and recorder of each county in that form.

{4} When the proposed measure constitutes more than six
pages, the measure shall pe printed in pamphlet form,
securely stapled, without cover. No propoesed measure shall
be - bound. The gquality of the paper to be used for the
proposed measure shall be left to the discretion of the
department of administration. The number of proposed
measures to be printed shall be at least five per cent (5%)
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more than the number of qualified electors, as shown by the
registration lists of the several counties cof the state at
the last preceding general election.

(5} The information to be printed shall be printed in

the following order as applicable:

(a) the statement of the secretary of state;

(b} the statement of the attorney general;

{c) the title and body of the proposed measure;

(D) THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MEASURE WILL APPEAR ON THE

BALLOT;

$d¥ (E} the argument advocating approval of the

measure;

4e+ (F} the argument advocating rejection of the

measure;

4+£} (G} the argument rebutting the argument advocating

approval; and
4a9+ (H) the argument rebutting the argument advocating

rejection,
€54 (6) The secretary of state shall distribute to each

county clerk, no later than four (4) weeks before the
election at which the proposed measure(s) will be voted
upon, a sufficient number of pamphlets toc furnish one copy
to every voter in his county. Each ccunty clerk shall mail
to feach registered voter in} the county at least one copy
of the pamphlet within two (2) weeks from the date of his

-6- H3 420
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receipt of the pamphlets ‘from the secretary of state.™
-End-
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March 20, 1975
SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 420
That House Bill No. 420, third reading, be amended as follows:
1. Amend page 2, section 2, line 4.
Following: "senator"
Strike: "KNOWN TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE"
2. Amend page 2, section 2, line 6.
Following: '"representative"
Strike: "KNOWN TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE"
3. Amend page 2, section 2, line 6.
Following: 1line 6
Insert: "Whenever possible, the members appointed shall
be known to have opposed the measure."
4. Amend page 5, section 10, lines 15 through 16 and line 17.
Following: 1line 14
Strike: "in news type, each page to be six inches wide
by nine inches long, and when the proposed measure
constitutes less than six pages, it shall be printed
flat"
5. Amend page 5, section 10, line 18.
Following: "each county"
Strike: "in that form!
6. Amend page 5, section 10, lines 19 through 23 and line 24.

Following: " (4)"

Strike: "When the proposed measure constitutes more than
six pages, the measure shall be printed in
pamphlet form, securely stapled, without
cover. No proposed mcasure shall be bound. The
gquality of the paper to be used for the proposaed
measure shall be left to the dlscretlon of the
department of administration.
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HOUSE BILL NC. 420

INTRODUCED BY RICHARDS, BARDANOUVE, RASMUSSEN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES
FOR THE COMPCSITION, SUBMISSION, AND PRINTING OF ARGUMENTS
ADVOCATING APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF INITIATIVE AND
REFERENDUM MEASURES, AND AMENDING SECTION 37-107, R.C.M,

1947."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Conmittee advocating approval of a measure
referred by the legislature =-=- submission of argument. An
argument advocating approval of a proposed constitutional
amendment OR of an act referred to the people by the
legislature or by a petition for referendum shall be
conposed andé submitted for printing by a committee created
as follows: The president of the senate shall appoint oﬂe
(1) senator known to favor the measure and the speaker of
the house of representatives shall appoint one ({1}
representative known to favor the measure. The ¢twec (2)
members shall appeoint a third member who need not be a
meitber of the legislature.

Section 2. Committee advocating rejection of a measure
referred by the legislature -~ submission of argument. An

argument advocating rejection of a proposed constitutional
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amendrent or of an act referred to the people by the
legislature shall be composed and submitted for printing by
a committee created as follows: The president of the senate

shall appoint one (1) senator KNOWN-26--0PPESE--PHE--MBASHRE

and the speaker of the house OF REPRESENTATIVES shall

appoint one (1) representative KNSWH-¥6-0PPOSE-FHE--MEASHRE,

WHENEVER POSSIBLE, THE MEMBERS APPOINTED SHALL BE KNOWN TO

HAVE OPPOSED THE MEASURE. Whenever--peasibliey--the--mempbers

appeinted--shail--be-knewn-to-have-oppesed-the-measurer The
two (2) members shall appoint a third member who need not be
a member of the legislature.

Section 3. Submission of arguments advocating
rejection of an act of the legislature referred by petition.
an argument advocating rejection of an act of the
legislature referred to the people by a petition for
referendum shall be composed and submitted for printing by
the proponents of the petition.

Section 4. Submission of arguments advocating approval
of a measure proposed by a petition for initiative. An
argument advocating approval of an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention by a
petition for initiative shall be composed and submitted for
printing by the proponents of the petition.

Section 5. Submission of argument advocating rejection
of a measure proposed by an initiative petition. An

-2- HB 420
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argument advocating rejection of an act, constitutional
amendment, or call of a constitutional convention proposed
by a petition for initiative shall be composed and submitted
for printing by a committee created as follows: The
governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house shall each appoint a person known to
favor rejection of the measure. The four (4} persons
appointed shall appoint a fifth member known to favor
rejection of the measure.

Section 6. Arguments limited to five hundred (500)
words =-- must be signed. Arguments submitted under this act
are limited to five hundred (500) words. An argument must
be signed by a majority of the committee responsible for its
composition.

Section 7. Time for submitting arguments. Arguments
submitted under this act shall be filed in typewritten form
with the secretary of state not less than sevenm-+{%} EIGHT
(8) weeks before the election at which the measure is to be
submitteé to the people.

Section 8. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state
shall provide copies of the arguments advocating approval or
rejection o©f a measure to the adversary in argument on the
day fellowing the deadline for filing arguments under this
act. The committees may prepare rebuttal arguments not
longer than twe hundred fifty (250) words in length that
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shall be filed in typewritten form with the secretary of
state not less than séw—-46% SEVEN (7) weeks before the
election at which the measure is to be submitted to the
people. Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be
confined +to the subject matter raised in the argument being
rebutted. The rebuttal argument shall be signed by a
majority of the committee responsible for its preparation.

Section 9. Type of arguments to be excluded from
pamphlet ~- liability for libel. (1) The secretary of state
shall reject an argument or other wmatter held by the
attorney general to contain obscene, vulgar, profane,
scandalous, libelous, or defamatory matter; or any language
that in any way incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates
hatred, abuse, violence, or hostility toward, or that tends
to cast ridicule or shame upon, a group of persons by reason
of race, color, religion, or sex, cor any matter not allowed
to be sent through the mail, Such arguments may not be
filed or printed in the voters® pamphlet.

{2) Nothing in this act relieves either an argument
nor an author of an arqument from c¢ivil or c¢riminal
responsibility for statements contained in an argument
printed in the voters' pamphlet.

Section 10. Section 37-107, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"37-107. Printing and distribution of measures. (1)
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The secretary of state shall furnish a copy of each of the
proposed measures to be submitted to the people, and make
requisition on the department of administration, for the
printing and delivery to him of all proposed constitutional
amendments, initiative, and referendum measures to be
submitted to a vote of the people.

{2} The department of administration, shall, no later
than five (5) weeks before any general or special election,
at which any proposed law is to be submitted to the people,
have printed a true copy of the title and text of each
measure to be submitted, with the number and form in which
the guestion will be printed on the official ballot. The
department of administration shall call for bids and
contract with the lowest responsible bidder for the printing
of the proposed law to be submitted to the people.

{(3) The proposed law to be submitted shall be printed
in-news—typey-eaeh-pege-te—be—six—inehes—wéée-hy-nine-inehﬁs
lengr-and-when-the-proposecd-measure~—-conskitutes—-teas——than
sin--pagesy--te--shalti--be-printed-£tat and forwarded to the
county clerk and recorder of each county in-thae-form.

(4) When-the-preposed-measure-constitutes-more-than-sin
pagesy-ehe--mReasure--ahati--be-—-printed-~in--pamphitet--£formy
seeurety--praptedy-without-coverr--Ho-prepesed-neasure-shatl
be-boundr-fhe-gquatity-of-~the--paper--te--he-—used--for—-the
prepesea--meagure~-sheii-~be~-iafe-—to-the-diseretion-of-the
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deparemene——of--adminisbrasionry The number of proposed
measures to be printed shall be at least five per cent (5%)
more than the number of qualified electors, as shown by the
registration 1lists of the several counties of the state at
the last preceding general election.

(5) The information to be printed shall be printed in

the foliowing order as applicable:

{a) the statement of the secretary of state;

(b} the statement of the attorney general;

{c} the title and body of the proposed measure;

(D} THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MEASURE WILL APPEAR ON THE

BALLOT;

443 (E) the argument advocating approval of the

mgasure;

te+ (F) the argument advocating rejection of the

measure;
4£} (G) the argument rebutting the argument advocating

approval; and
4e+ (H) the argument rebutting the argument advocating

rejection.

453 (6} The secretary of state shall distribute to each
county clerk, no 1later than four (4) weeks before the
election at which the propcsed measure{s) will be voted
upon, a sufficient number of pamphlets to furnish one copy
to every voter in his county. Each county clerk shall mail
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to <{each registered voter in} the county at least one copy
of the pamphlet within two (2) weeks from the date of his
receipt of the pamphlets from the secretary of state.”

-End-
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