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INTRODUCED BY ;/M Nttt

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RELATING TO PROBLEM
PREGNANCY COUNSELING; ESTABLISHING AN INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE
TO COORDINATE TRAINING FOR COUNSELORS; AMENDING SECTICONS
69-6901, 69-6902, 6%-6903, 69-6905, 69-6906, AND 69-6907,
R.C.M. 1947, AND REPEALING SECTIONS 69-6904 AND 69-6908,

R.C.M. 1947.%

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 69-6901, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6901. Purpcse of act. The state of Montana,
recognizing the complexity and gravity of decisions
asscciated with medieai-termimatiom-ef pregnancy, dJdeclares
it the policy of the state to provide for the accessibility
of appreved gualified counseling services for any female
resident of Montana who mey-seguest-medical-eerminatieon-of

her-pregneaney demonstrates a need for problem pregnancy

counseling. The policy stated in this act shall be a
rinimum standard for ebereiem counseling services and is not
intended to limit the availability."

Section 2. Section 69-6902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:
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*“69-6902, Definitions. For the purposes of this act,
the following terms are defined as follows:

{ir--Abersion-—ta-—the---intentionai--—termination-—-of
pregraneys

{3} --The-divisien-is-the-divisien-of-maternai-and-echiid
heatth-cove-of-the-department-of--heateh--and--envivenmental
seiensess

{33--Approved--counseior——is-—a--parsen-appreved-by-the
diviston-for-the-counseling-provided~for-in-this-neks

{1} Problem pregnancy is a pregnancy which causes a

woman mental or emotional distress.

{2) The committee is the interagency committee on

staff training created in section 7 of this act.

44%-(3) Medical facility is any office, clinic, or
hospital. where-abertien-or-the-scheduiing-of-aboreion-—takes
piace s

45¥-(4) Priority appointment is any appointment with a

problem pregnancy counselor appreved--by-the-divisten—for

aboreion-esunsetingy which shall be arranged at the earliest

reasonable time in the counselor's schedule.

(5} Problem pregnancy counselor is a person who has

successfully completed the staff training course established

by the interagency committee."

Section 3. Section 69-6903, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:
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"69~6903. Purpose of counseling. The purpose of ehe

problem pregnancy counseling of---paniants-—-gorsidenineg

abertion shall be:

{a) to assist the patient in recognizing and evaluating
all of the possible alternatives open to her;

(b) to encourage the patient to face and express her
deep feelings in regard to the multiple aspects of abertien
pregnancys;

{c) to enhance the mental stability of the patient in
regard to her deetsten decisions;

{(d) to encourage the responsible facing of any decision
in regard to akereien the pregnancy at the earliest possible
state of her pregrancy."

Section 4. Section 69-6905, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6905. Apprevat Selection cf counselors. (1) She
givision-~in-consuitacton-with-the-mentat-healtth-division-of
the--board--of--instibutviensy--shalli--develtep--ariteria--and
standarda--coneerning-—the-approvalr-ef-counseiors-carted-for

in-this-aet--Phese The criteria for choosing candidates for

training should include, but not be limited to,
consideration of the following gualifications:

(a) proficiency, experience, and training in the field
of counseling;

(b) understanding of the problems related to abortion;

-3=-

10
11
12
12
14
is
i6
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25

LC 1013

(¢c) ability to remain objective in regard to the
patient's cheice of alternative courses of action;

{d) ability to hold in confidence all personal
infermation revealed in or, in regard to counseling
sessions.

(2) In its process of evaiuasing--and--aepreving
selecting counselors for the implementation of this act, the
divéston committee shall cooperate with appropriate state
agencies and local government subdivisions, subject to
ethical considerations as practiced by accredited medicai
and therapeutic professions.

{3} Appreved Qualified counselors for the purpose of
this act may be chosen from among local representatives of
such professions as: psychologists, social workers,
clergymen, nurses, school counselors, mental health
personnel, and family planning counselors.

{4) The divisten committee shall assist and make use of
medically creditable resources offered by existing programs
and agencies which deal with counseling.

{5) The dévisien committee shall be responsible for
re-evaluating the counseling services provided for in this
act at intervals of not more than five (5} years.”

Section 5. Section 62-6306, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6906. Responsibility of medical facilities. (1)
-de
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Upon first indication by a female patient or potential
patient that medieei--termination--of--pregnraney--ts-—petng

eonsideredy her pregnancy is the cause of mental or

emotional distress for her, a physician or medical facility

shall inform the patient of the availability of qualified
counselors and shall, with the patient's approval, refer lLer
to ean--appreved a qualified counselor for a priority
appointment.

{2) In the case of an unmarried minor, the physician,
or medical facility, or their designate, shall make a
priority appointment for +the patient to meet with an
appreved a qualified counselor of the patient's choice.”

Zection 6. Section 69-6907, R.C.id. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"$9-6907., Minimum counseling services. (1) Minimum
counseling services shall be provided tc any pregnant woman
residing in lontana who may express an interest in

rerminating-her-pregnaney problem pregnancy counseling.

42} -Minimam-counseiing-services-shaltt-insiunder-buk-~may
net--be-~timited-—kter--one-counseting-session-befora-and-one
afrer-a-terminakion-of-pregnaneys

+3¥-(2) 1If reasonable, and desirecd by the patient, the
counselor may include the father of the unborn c¢hild or any
other pertinent family members in a subseguent ireeting with

the patient.”
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t4+-HWhere-the--perssn--secking--the-~counseting--canmet
atferd--to—-pay-—the--nintmum--feey-the-diviaion-witi-Eimnd-a
counseleor-whe-is-reasenabiv-accassihie~for-the--patient--whe
witi-previde-counseling-services—at-no-coses

Section 7. There is a new R.C.M. secticn that reads as
follows:

Interagency committee -- creation and organizaticn.
There is created an interagency committee on staff training
for the purpose of coordinating staff training of employees
involved with problem pregnancy counseling. The cormittee
shall be composed of representatives from the appropriate
bureaus cof the departments of social and rehabilitaticn
services, health and environmental sciences, and
institutions, appointed by the department directors. The
committee head shall be a citizen, not emploved by any of
the above mentioned departments, to be appointed by the
governocr with the advice of the committee. The budget and
report of the committee shall be presented to the three (3)
aepartment directors for review. &Any money appropriated to
the department of iealth and envircnmental sciences feor the
sole purpose of administering this act shall be spent pased
upon the recommendation cof the committee.

Section 8. Taere is a new R.C.i. section that reads as
follows:

Functions of committee. The committee shall coordinate
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staff training of persons involved in problem pregnancy
counseling, and may conduct education programs and
distribute information as toc the availability of services,
Hon~agency counselors are to be encouraged to attend the
staff training sessions which shall e located in cecgraphic
areas of the state convenient +to local citizens. Lpon
completion of appropriate training sessions, the comnittes
shall distribute the namre of each persen who successfully
completes the training to local physicians and other
appropriate persons.

Section 9. Sections 69-6954 and 63-69%02, R.C.:i. 1947,
are repealed.

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY Mdﬁu CawI T

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT RELATING TO PROBLEM
PREGNANCY COUNSELING; ESTABLISHIKG AN INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE
TO COORDINATE TRAINING FOR COUNSELORS; AMENDING SECTIONS
69-6901, 69-6902, 69-6903, 69-6905, 69-6906, AND 69-63%07,
R.C.M. 1947, AND REPEALING SECTIONS 69-6904 AND 695-6908,
R.C.M. 1947."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE COF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 69-6901, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6901, Purpose of act. The state of Montana,
recognizing the complexity and gravity of decisions
associated with medieal-terminseien-ef pregnancy, declares
it the policy of the state to provide for the accessibility
of appreved gualified counseling services for any female
resident of Montana who may-request-medieal-termination-of

kher-pregnaney demonstrates a need for problem pregnancy

counseling. The policy stated in this act shall be a
minimum standard for amereiem counseling services and is not
intended te limit the availability.®

Section 2. Section 69-6902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

SECOND READING
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"69-6902, Definitions. For the purposes of this act,
the following terms are defined as follows:
tiy--Aberbion--is--the---intentienalt-——~termination-——of
pregnaneys
42}--Fhe-division-is-the-divisien-of-maternal-and-ehiid
heaith-care-ef-the-deparemene-of--heatbh--and--envirenmentad
seieneess
{3y--Approved-~counselor--ia-—a--person-approved-by-the
divisién-fer-ehe-eeanseiing-previded-fez-in-this-eetr

(1) Problem pregnancy is a pregnancy which causes a

woman mental or emotional distress.

{2) The committee is the interagency committee on

staff training created in section 7 of this act.

44¥-{3}) Medical facility is any office, <¢linic, or
hospital. witere-abertion-ex-the-scheduiing-of-aboreion-takes

piace

+5¥-(4) Priority appointment is any appointment with a

proplem pregnancy counselor eppreved--by-the-division-for

abertion-counsetingy which shall be arranged at the earliest
reasonable time in the counselor's schedule,

(5) Problem pregnancy counselor is a person who has

successfully completed the staff training course established

by the interagency committee.”

Section 3. Section 69-6903, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

HB 774

read as follows:
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"69-6903. Purpose of counseling., The purpose of ehe

problem pregnancy counseling af-———patients-——consideriny

abertion shall be:

{a) to assist the patient in reccgnizing and evaluating
all of the possible alternatives open to her;

{b) to encourage the patient to face and express her
deep feelings in regard to the multiple aspects of abertien
pregnancy:

{c} to enhance the mental stability of the patient in
regard to her deetsten decisions;

{d} to encourage the responsible facing of any decision
in regarc to abereien the pregnancy at the earliest possible
state of her pregnancy."

Secticn 4, Section 69-6905, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69~6905. Appweovat Selection of counselors. (1) She
division--in-consuitation-with-the-mentat-heatth-drviston-of
the--board--pf-—instientionsy--shati-—-develop--criterin--and

standards-—-concerning-—the-approvalt-ef-ecounseiers-catied-feor

én-ehis-aet--Phese The criteria for choosing candidates for
training should include, but noct ne limited to,
consideration of the following jquaiifications:

{a) proficiency, experience, ana training in the field
of counseling;

{b) understanding of the problems related to abortion;
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(¢} ability to remain objective in regard to the
patient's choice of alternative courses of action:

(d) ability to holé in confidence all personal
information revealed in or, in regard to counseling
sessions.

(2) In its process of evaiuasing--and--approving
selecting counselors for the implementation of this act, the
dsvisien committee shall cooperate with appropriate state
agencies and 1local government subdivisions, subject to
ethical ‘considerations as practiced by accredited medical
and therapeutic professions.

(3) Appreved Qualified counselors for the purpose of
this act may be chosen from among local representatives of
such professions as: psychologists, social workers,
clergymen, nurses, school counselors, mental health
personnel, and family planning counselors.

{4) The divisien committee shall assist and make use of
medically creditable resources offered by existing programs
and agencies which deal with counseling.

(5} The divisien committee shall be responsible for
re-evaluating the counseling services provided for in this
act at intervals of not more than five (5) vears."

Section 5. Secticn 69-69906, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6906. Responsibility of medical facilities. (1}
-4
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Upon first dindication by a female patient or potential
patient that medteat-—termination--of--pregnaney--its-—being

conssderedr her pregnancy is the cause of mental or

emotionat distress for her, a physician or medical facility

shall inform the patient of the availability of qualified
counselors and shall, with the patient's approvali, refer her
to anm--appreve& a qualified counselor for a priority
appcintment.

{2) In the case of an unmarried minor, the physician,
or medical facility, or their designate, shall make a
priority appointment for the patient to meet with ean
approvea a cgualifiea cﬁunselor of the patient's choice,"

Section 6. Section £9-6307, R.C.H. 19;7, is amended to
read as follows:

"69~-6907. Minimum counseling services. (1} Minimum
counseling services shall be provided to any pregnant woman

residing in entana who may express an interest in

terminating-her-pregnaney problem pregnancy counseling.

{2F-Minimum-—counseling-services-shati-inetuder-bue-—may
nee--be--timited--tor-—ene-counseiting-session-petftore-and-one
afber-a-termination-of-pregnaneyr

43¥-{2) If reasonable, and desired by tihe patient, tie
counselor may include the father of the unborn child or any
other pertinent family members in a subseguent weeting with

the patient.™
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t4}-Where-the-—-peyr son--seeking~--the--counseting--cannot
atferd-—~to--pay--the--minimum--feer-the-diviston-witt-Eind-a
counselor-whe-is-reasenabiv-acecssible-for-the~-pasient—~whe
witi-provide-counseting-services-at-ne-ceser

Section 7. There is a new R.C.}M. section that reads as
follows:

Interagency committee == creation and organization.
There is created an interagency conmittee on staff training
for the purpose of coordinating staff training of employees
involved with problem pregnancy counseling. The committee
shall be composed of representatives from the appropriate
bureaus of the departments of social and rehabilitation
services, health . and environmental sciences, and
institutions, appointed by the d&epartment directors. The
committee head shall be a citizen, not employed by any of
the above mentioned departments, +to be appocinted by +the
governor with the advice of the cormittee. The budget and
report of the committee shall be presented to tne three (3)
department directors for review, Any money appropriated to
the department cof nealth and envirommental sciences for tne
sole purpose of administering this act shall be spent based
upon the recommendation of the conmittee,

Section 8. There is a new R,C.ii. section tnat reads as

Functions of committee., The committee sihall coordinate
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staff training of persons involved in problem pregnancy
counseling, and may conduct education programs and
distribute information as tc the availability of services.
Jdon-agency counselors are to be encouraged to attend the
staff training sessions which shall be located in geographic
areas of the state convenient to local citizens. Upon
completion of appropriate training sessions, the committee
shall distribute the name of each perscn who successfully
completes the training to .local physicians and other
appropriate persons.

Section 9. Sections 69-6904 and 63-6902, R.C.:il. 1547,
are repealed.

~End~-
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HOUSE 3ILL d0. 414

INTRODUCED BY 4OLMES, RASHUSSEN

A 3TLi, FOR AW ACT oNYITLED: "AN ACT RELATING TO PROBLEM

PREGNANCY COUNSELING; ESTABLISHING AN INTERAGLHCY COMMITTEE
T COORDINATE TRAINING FOR COUNSEILORS; AMENDING SECTIONS
63-690l, 63-6902, 63-6903, 69-6905, 69-6206, AND 63-6307,
R,C.iM. 1947, AWD REPEALING SECTIONS 69-6904 AND 69-6908,
R.C.M. 1947."

BE IT CWACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 69-6901, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6901. Purpose of act. The state of Montana,
recognizing the comwlexity and gravity of decisions
associated with medieai-termination-ef pregnancy, declares
it the volicy cf the staté to provide for the accessibility
of appreved gualified counseling services for any <emate
PERSOH resident of Montana WwWho may--reguest--mediend

terminatson-of-her-pregnaney demonstrates a need for problem

pregnancy counseling. The policy stated in this act shall

be a minimum standard for mkertien counseling services and
is not intended to limit the availability."
section 2. Section 69-6902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

THIRD READING
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"69-6902. Definitions. For the purposes of this act,
the following terms are defined as follows:

“1r--Abortion-—is-—-the---intentionat---terminatien——--of
pregaancy:s

$+2r-—Fhe-division—-is-the-division-ef-maternai-and-echiid
heatth-care-cf-the-deparement—of-—heatth-—and—environmental
seciencess

43 --Approved-—counselor——is-—a-—persen—appreved-hy-the
divisieon-for-the-ecounseling-provided-for-in-this-acts

(1) Problem pregnancy is a pregnancy wuaich causes a

wemen PERSON mental or emoticnal distress.

(2) The committee is the interagency committee on

staff training created in section 7 of this act.

+4+-(3}) Medical facility is any office, clinic, or
hospital. where-absrtion-or-the-seheduting-of-abortion-eakes
eiace

+5¥-(4) Priority appointment is any appointment wita a

problem pregnancy counselor appreved--iy-the-divisien—for

apeortion-ecounseling; which saall be arranged at the earliest
reasonanle time in the counselor's schedule.

(5) Problem pregnancy counselor is a person who has

successfully completed the staff training course established

by the interagency committee."

Section 3. Section 69-6903, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

-2- HB 414
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"63-6303. Purpose of counseling. The purpose of the

problem pregnancy counseling of-——-patients-——considering

abertien shall be:

fa) to assist the patient in recognizing and evaluating
all of the possible alternatives open to her;

{b} to encourage the patient to face and express her
deep feelings in regard to the nultiple aspects of abertion
pregnancy;

(c} to enhance the mental stability of thé patient in
regard to her deetsien decisions:

(d) to encourage the responsible facing of any decision
in regard to ebertien the pregnancy at the earliest possible
state of her pregnancy.”

Section 4. Section 69~6905, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"69-6905. aApprevat Selection of counselors. (li Fhe
diviston——in-censuitation-with~the-mentai-heateh-division-of
the--poard--of--instibutionsy-—shati~~develop-—eriteria-—and
standards-—concerning-—the-approvai-of-counseiors-ecaiied-feor

in—this-actz-Phese The criteria for cnoosing candidates for

training should include, but not be limited to,
consideration of tie following yualifications:

(a} proficiency, experience, and training in the field
of counseling;

() understanding of the problems related to abertien
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OR_ENCOUNTERED DURING PREGNANCY :

(c) ability to remain objective in regard toc the
patient's choice of alternative courses of action:

(d) ability to hold in confidence all personal
information revealed in or, in regard to counseling
sessions.

{2) In its process of eveaituating--and--approving
selecting counselors for the implementation of this act, the
division committee shall cooperate with appropriate state
agencieé and 1local government subdivisions, subject to
ethical considerations as prabticed by accredited medical
and taerapeutic professions.

(3) aAppreved Qualified counselors for the purpose of
this act may e chosen from among local representatives of
suci professions as: psychologists, social workers,
clergymen, nurses, schocl counselors, mental health
personnel, and family planning counseiors.

{4) The divisd4en committee shall assist and make use of
medically creditable resources offered by existing programs
and agencies which deal with counseling.

(5) The diwisten committee snall be responsiole for
re-evaluating the counseling services provided for in tais
act at intervals of not more than five (5} years."”

Section 5. Secticn 69-6906, R.C.M, 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

i 1B 414
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*69~6906. Responsibility of medical facilities. (1)
Upon first indication by a female patient or potential
patient that medieai--termination—ef--pregnancy——is--peing

consideredy her pregnancy is the cause of mental or

emotional distress for her, a physician or medical facility

shall inform the patient of the availability of gqualified
couﬁselors and shall, with the patient's approval, refer her
to an-—appreved a qualified counselor for a priority
appointment.

{2} In the case of an unmarried minor, the physician,
or medical facility, ' or their designate, shall make a
priority appointment for <the patient to meet with ean
approved a gualified counselor of the patient’s choice.”

section 6. Section 69-6%07, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as followé:

"69-6907. Minimum counseling services. {1} Minimum
counseling services shall be provided to any pregnant woman
residing in Montana who may express an interest in

terminating- ner-pregnaney probiem pregnancy counseling.

423 -Minimum-counseding-services-shati—inelades-puk——may
net-—pe-~-3imited--toy-——one-counseiing-session-pefore-and-one
after-a-termination-of-pregnaneys

+3%-{2) 1If reascnable, and desired by the patient, the
counselor may inclucde the father of the unborn child or any
other pertinent family members in a subsequent meeting with

=-5= dB 414
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the patiént."
tér~Hhere—the-—-person--seeking-—the—-counseding—ecannet
afford-—to—-pay-—the-—minimum--£feeg-the-division-will-find-n
counseior-who-is-reasonapiy-aceecsstivie- for-the-—patient--whe
wili-previde-counseting-services-at-no-conts

Section 7. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as
follows:

Interagency comnittee -- creation and organization.
There is created an interagency committee on staff +training
for +the purpose of coordinating staff training of employees
involved with problem pregnancy counseling. The committee
shall be composed of representatives from the appropriate
bureaus of the departments of social and rehabilitation
services, health and environmental sciences, and
institutions, appointed by the department directors. The
committee head shall be a citizen, not employed by any of
tne above mentioned departments, to be appointed by the
governor with the advice of the committee. The budget and
report of the committee shall be presented to the three (3}
department directors for review. Any money appropriated to
the departinent of health and environmental sciences for the
sole purpose of aduinistering this act shall be spent based
upon the recommendation of the committee,

Section 8., There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as

follows:

-6= AB 414
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Functions of committee. The committee shall coordinate
staff training of persons involved in problem pregnancy
counseling, and may conduct education programs and
distribute information as to the availability of services.
Non~agency counselors are +to be encouraged to attend the
staff training sessions which shall be located in geographic
areas of the state convenient to local citizens. Upon
completion of appropriate training sessions, the committee
shall distribute the name of each person who successfully
completes the training teo 1local physicians and other
appropriate persons.

Section 9. Sections 69-6904 and 69-6908, R.C.M. 1947,
are repealed.

-End-
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