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~BILL NO. 0!J
INTRODUCED BY N~ I R~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RELATING TO PROBLEM 

PREGNANCY COUNSELING; ESTABLISHING AN INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE 

TO COORDINATE TRAINING FOR COUNSELORS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

69-6901, 69-6902, 69-6903, 69-6905, 69-6906, AND 69-6907, 

R.C.M. 1947, AND REPEALING SECTIONS 69-6904 lU~O 69-6908, 

R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-6901, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"69-6901. Purpose of act. The state of :>fontana, 

recognizing t~e complexity and gravity of decisions 

assoc~ated with mea~ea~-~e~~fte~~eft-e£ pregnancy, declares 

it the policy of the state to provide for the accessibility 

of a~prevea qualified counseling services for any female 

resident of Montana who mey-~e~~eae-mea~ee~-~erm~fta~~eft-e£ 

he~-~re9ftaftey demonstrates a need for problem pregnancy 

counselin_g_. The policy stated in this act shall be a 

minima~ standard for aeere~eft counseling services and is not 

intended to limit the availability." 

Section 2. Section 69-6902, R.C.)i. 194 7, is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"69-6902. Definitions. For the purposes of this act, 

the following terms are defined as follows: 

*~t--Aee~~~eft--~a--~e---~ft~eft~~efta~---~e~M~fta~~eft---e£ 

pre9ftaftey.-

*~t--~fte-a~v~a~eft-~a-~he-a~v~a~eft-e£-ma~e~a~-afta-ehi~a 

hea~~h-eere-e£-~e-aepar~Meft~-ef--hea~~h--afta--eftv~reftmeft~a~ 

aeiefteea.-

*~t--App~evea--ee~ae~er--~s--a--peraeft-ap~~evea-ey-~he 

aivia~eft-£e~-~he-ee~ee~ift9-previaea-£er-~ft-~hie-ae~ .. 

(1) Problem pregnancy is a pregnancy which causes a 

woman mental or emotional distress. 

(2) The committee is the interagency committee on 

staff training created in section 7 of this act. 

*4t-lll Medical facility is any office, clinic, or 

hospital. whe~e-aeer~ieft-er-~he-sehea~~ift~-e£-aee~~~eft-e~ee 

p~eee 

*6t-l!l Priority appointment is any appointment with a 

problem pregnancy counselor ap~~evea--ey-~e-aiviaieft-fe~ 

aeer~ieft-ee~ee~~ft~T which shall be arranged at the earliest 

reasonable time in the counselor's schedule. 

(5) Problem pregnancy counselor is a person who has 

successfully completed the staff training course established 

by the interagency committee.• 

Section 3. Section 69-6903, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 
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K69-6903. Purpose of counseling. c.:·he purpose of el\e 

problem pregnancy counseling ef---pee~e~ee---ee~eieeP~~~ 

aeePe~eft shall be: 

(a) to assist the patient in recognizing and evaluating 

all of the possible alternatives open to her; 

(b) to encourage the patient to face and express her 

deep feelings in regard to the multiple aspects of aeePe~e" 

pregnancy; 

(c) to enhance the mental stability of the patient in 

regard to her eee~s~~ decisions; 

(d) to encourage the responsible facing of any decision 

in regard to aeePe~ft the pregnancy at the earliest possible 

state of her pregnancy." 

Section 4. Section 69-6905, R.C.M. 1947, is a~ended to 

read as follows: 

•69-6905. AppPeva~ Selection of counselors. (1) ~1\e 

a~ie~ft--~ft-eeftS~~eaeieft-W~el\-el\e-Mefteft~-1\earel\-eivieieft-ef 

e!ote--eeaPa--e£--ifteeie~e~fte7--s!otai~--ee¥e~ep--e~iee~ia--a~ 

eea~aPee--eefteePftift~--e!ote-appre¥ai-ef-ee~fteelere-eal~ee-fer 

ift-e!otie-aee~-~1\eee The criteria for choosing candidates for 

training should include, but not be lireited to, 

consideration of the following qualificat1ons: 

(a) proficiency, experience, and training in the field 

of counselingr 

(b) underst;anding of the problems related to abortion; 
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(c) ability to remain objective in regard to the 

patient's choice of alternative courses of action; 

(d) ability to hold in confidence all personal 

information revealed in or, in regard to counseling 

sessions. 

(2) In its process of e¥ei~eeift~--afte--a~pre¥~ft~ 

selecting counselors for the implementation of this act, the 

eivie~eft committee shall cooperate with appropriate state 

agencies and local government subdivisions, subject to 

ethical considerations as practiced by accredited medical 

and therapeutic professions. 

(3) ~~~Pe¥ea Qualified counselors for the purpose of 

this act may be chosen from among local representatives of 

such professions as: psychologists, social workers, 

clergymen, nurses, school counselors, mental health 

personnel, and family planning counselors. 

{4) The ai¥isieft committee shall assist and make use of 

medically creditable resources offered by existing programs 

and agencies which deal with counseling. 

(5) The ai¥ieieft committee shall be responsible for 

re-evaluating the counseling services provided for in this 

act at intervals of not more than five {5) years.w 

Section 5. Section 69-6906, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•69-6906. Responsibility of medical facilities. 

-4-
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Upon first indication by a female patient or potential 

patient that mee~ee~--ee~m~ftae~eft--e~--~~e~ftftftey--~~--be~ft~ 

eeft~~ee~eer her pregnancy is the cause of mental or 

emotional distress for her, a physician or medical facility 

shall inform the patient of the availability of qualified 

counselors and shall, with the patient's approval, refer her 

to ftft--e~~~Yee a qualified counselor for a priority 

appointment. 

(2) In the case of an unmarried minor, the physician, 

facility, or their designate, shall make a 

appointment for the patient to meet with aft 

or medical 

priority 

e~ro~evee a qualified counselor of the patient's choice." 

Section 6. Section 69-6907, R. C .i-1. 194 7, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"69-6907. 11ini!c,ur.l counseling services. (1) Minir.mm 

counseling services shall be provided to any pregnant woman 

residing in ;,lantana who may express an interest in 

ee~~ft&e~ft~-he~-~~e~ftetftey problem pregnancy counseling. 

-fi:!j--Mj,ft~l!ftl-eettfteei!:~l't~-~e~v~ee~-s~eti!:i!:-~"ei!:1:u~!:e,-b1ie--l!'.ey 

nee--be--±~m~eee--ee7--ene-ee1in~ei!:~ft~-~e!!~~eft-befe~e-efte-ene 

efeeP-e-~e~~~fta~~eft-ef-~~e~ft&fteyr 

·Hl--ill If reasonable, ar.d desired by the patient, the 

counselor may include the father of the unborn child or any 

other pertinent family members in a subse'1uent meeting wit;, 

the patient.• 
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-f~l--Whe~e-~he--~eP~eft--~ee~~..,~--ehe--eettfteei!:~ft~--eeftfte~ 

effe~e--ee--~ey--ehe--m~ft~mttffl--feer-ehe-e~v~e~eft-w~±±-f~fte-e 

eettfteei!:e~-whe-ie-peeeenetb±y-eeeeee~b±e-fe~-ehe--~e~~efte--whe 

w~±±-~pev~ee-ee1ifteei!:~ft~-se~v~eee-et~-~e-eee~~ 

Section 7. There is a new R.C.N. section that reads as 

follows: 

Interagency committee -- creation and organization. 

There is created an interagency committee on staff training 

for the purpose of coordinating staff training of employees 

involved with problem pregnancy counseling. 'I'he conmittee 

shall be composed of representatives from the appropriate 

Dureaus of the departments of social and rehabilitation 

services, health and environnental sciences, and 

institutions, appointed by the departnent directors. The 

committee head shall be a citizen, not er.1ployed b:y· any of 

the above mentioned departnents, to be appointed by the 

governor with the advice of the corcunittee. The budget and 

report of the cowmittee shall be presented to the three (3) 

aepartment directors for review. imy money appropriated to 

the department of i1ealth and environJnental sciences for ti1e 

sole JUrlJOSe of administering this act shall be SjJent based 

upon the recom.-uendation of the corcl!""!li ttee. 

Section 8. 7,1ere is a new R.C.t-,;, section that reads as 

follows: 

Functions of committee. The committee shall coordinate 

-6- IlL) Ylf 
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1 staff training of persons involved in :)robler,•. 2resnancy 

2 counseling, and may conduct education programs and 

3 distribute information as to the availability of services. 

4 ,·wn-agency counselors are to be encouraged to attend the 

5 staff training sessions' which shall De located in geographic 

6 areas of the state convenient to local citizens. upon 

7 conpletion of appropriate training sessions, the cor.mittee 

3 shall distribute the nar~e of each person who successfully 

9 completes the training to local physicians and other 

10 appropriate persons. 

11 Section 9. Sections 69-6904 and 69-6909, R.C.cl. 1947, 

12 are repealed. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 

Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
& Safety 

I 
,~BILL NO. tl!!I-
J.I~.,~~~ 

A BILL FOR N' ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RELATING TO PROBLEM 

PREGNANCY COUNSELING; ESTABLISHING AN INTERAGENCY CO~~ITTEE 

TO COORDINATE TRAINING FOR COUNSELORS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

69-6901, 69-6902, 69-6903, 69-6905, 69-6906, AND 69-6907, 

R.C.M. 1947, AND REPEALING SECTIONS 69-6904 Ai~D 69-6908, 

R.C.M. 1947 .• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF i'iONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-6901, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"69-6901. Purpose of act. The state of Montana, 

recognizing the complexity and gravity of decisions 

associated with mea~ea~-~e~~~a~~eft-e~ pregnancy, declares 

it the policy of the state to provide for the accessibility 

of appre¥ea qualified counseling services for any female 

resident of Montana who May-re~~es~-me5iea~-~erMifta~ieft-e~ 

aer-pre~~aftey demonstrates a need for problem pregnancy 

counseling. The policy stated in this act shall be a 

minimum standard for ~er~ieft counseling services and is not 

intended to limit the availability.• 

section 2. Section 69-6902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"69-6902. Definitions. For the purposes of this act, 

the following terms are defined as follows: 

~~t--~er~ieft--ie--~e---ift~eft~ieftai---~ermifta~ieft---e~ 

pre~aftey.-

f•t--~he-ai¥isieft-ie-~e-ai¥ieieft-e~-ma~erfta~-ftfta-ehiia 

hea~~h-eare-e~-~e-aepar~meft~-e~--hea~~h--ftfta--eft¥ireftme~~ai 

eeiefteee ... 

~;t--Appre¥ea--ee~ee~er--ie--a--pereeft-appre¥ea-by-~he 

ai¥ieieB-~er-~he-e~eeiift~-pre¥iaea-~er-ift-~ftie-ae~.-

(1} Problem pregnancy is a pregnancy which causes a 

woman mental or emotional distress. 

(2} The committee is the interagency committee on 

staff training created in section 7 of this act. 

f4t-J2l Medical facility is any office, clinic, or 

hospital. where-aeer~ieft-er-~he-sehea~iift~-e~-aeer~ieft-~~ee 

piaee 

~5t-l!l Priority appointment is any appointment with a 

problem pregnancy counselor appre¥ea--by-~e-ai¥ieieB-~er 

aber~ie~-ee~eei~~~T which shall be arranged at the earliest 

reasonable time in the counselor's schedule. 

(5} Problem pregnancy counselor is a person who has 

successfully completed the staff training course established 

by the interagency committee.• 

Section 3. Section 69-6903, R.C.~1. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

t-IB r;r -2-
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"69-6903. Purpose of counseling. The purpose of el!ie 

problem pregnancy counseling er---~~e!eft~e---eefte~e~~ft~ 

tt&e~~!:eft shall be: 

(a) to assist the patient in reccgnizing and evaluating 

all of the possible alternatives open to her; 

(b) to encourage the patient to face and express her 

deep feelings in regard to the multiple aspects of a&e~e!:eft 

pregnancy; 

(c) to enhance the mental stability of the patient in 

regard to her eee~e~ft decisions; 

(d) to encourage the responsible facing of any decision 

in regaru to ahe~~~ft the pregnancy at the earliest possible 

state of her pregnancy." 

Section 4. Section 69-6905, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•69-6905. ~~~eva± Selection of counselors. (1) ~lie 

e!:v!:e~ft--~ft-e8ftS~±~a~~eft-W~~h-el!ie-Meft~a±-hea±eh-e~v!:e~ft-eP 

~e--&ea~--ef--!:ftee!:~~~!:efter--sha±±--eeve±e~--er!:eer!:e--afte 

eeeftea~ee--eefteerft!:ft~--ehe-a~~~eva±-ef-ee~ftee±ere-ee±±ee-rer 

!:ft-eh~e-aee~-~heee The criteria for choosing candidates for 

training should include, but not be lirrci ted to, 

consideration of L'1e followins ~ualifications: 

(a) proficiency, experience, arK• training in the field 

of counseling; 

(b) understanding of the probler.1s related to abortion; 
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(c) ability to remain objective in regard to the 

patient's choice of alternative courses of action; 

(d) ability to hold in confidence all personal 

information revealed in or, in regard to counseling 

sessions. 

(2) In its process of eva~~~e~ft~--afta--~~~rev!:ft~ 

selecting counselors for the implementation of this act, the 

a!:v!:e!:eft committee shall cooperate with appropriate state 

agencies and local government subdivisions, subject to 

ethical"considerations as practiced by accredited medical 

and therapeutic professions. 

(3) Ap~revea Qualified counselors for the purpose of 

this act may be chosen from among local representatives of 

such professions as: psychologists, social workers, 

clergymen, nurses, school counselors, mental health 

personnel, and family planning counselors. 

{4) The a!:v!:e!:eft committee shall assist and make use of 

medically creditable resources offered by existing programs 

and agencies which deal witil counseling. 

(5) The a!:v!:e!:e~ committee shall be responsible for 

re-evaluating the counseling services provided for in this 

act at intervals of not more than five (5) years.~ 

Section 5. Section 69-6906, R.C.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•69-6906. Responsibility of medical facilities. 

-4-
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Upon first indication by a f~~a1e patient or potential 

patient that mee~e~~--ee~M~ftee~eH--ef--~~e~HaHey--~~--be~ft~ 

ee.,e!i:ee~etl:r her pregnancy is the cause of mental or 

emotional distress for her'~ a physician or r:~edical facility 

shall inform the patient of the availability of qualified 

counselors and shall, with the patient's approval, refer l>er 

to ~--~~~revee a qualified counselor for a priority 

appointment. 

(2) In the case of an unmarried minor, the physician, 

or neC:ical facility, or their designate, shall make a 

priority appointment for t:-:.e patient to rr,eet with "'" 

~~~revea a qualifiea counselor of the patient's choice." 

Section 6. Sectior, 69-5907, H.C.H. 1947, is amende<i to 

reacl as follm•lS: 

"69-6907. Ninimunt counseling services. ( 1) Mir.imum 

counselinc; services shall be providec: to any pregnant worr.an 

residiny in :tontana who may express an interest in 

eePmifteeift~-fter-~re~HaHey problem pregnancy counseling. 

~~r-MiHim~-ee~ftee~~ .. ~-eerv~eee-eh~~~-ifte~~ee7-b~e--may 

ftee--be--~~m!i:eee--eer--efte-ee~ftee~;,.,~-eeee!i:eft-befe~e-a!te-efte 

a~ee~-a-eePmiftae!i:eft-e~-~re~ftaHey~ 

~~+-QL If reasonal:>le, and desired by t;w ?o.tient, t:te 

counselor may include the father of t:1e unborn chile; or any 

other pertinent family members in a suoseguent L'.eeting with 

the patient." 
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~+r-Where-tfte--~ereeft--eeek!i:ft~--efte--ee~ftee~;,.,~--eaftftee 

~~~ere--ee--~ar--e~e--Mift!i:ffi~--~eer-efte-~!i:v~e~eft-w~li-~~ .. e-a 

ee~Hee~er-wfte-~s-reaseHah~y-~eeeee~b~e-~e~-efte--~~e~efte--wfte 

wirr-~rev!i:ee-ee~ftee~~ .. ~-eerv!i:eee-ae-!te-eeee~ 

Section 7. Tllere is a new R.C.H. section that reads as 

follows: 

Interagency committee creation and organization. 

There is created an interagency committee on staff training 

for the purpose of coordinating staff training of eaployees 

involved 1vith problem pregnancy counseling. The committee 

shall be composed of representatives from the appropriate 

bureaus of the departments of social and rehabilitation 

services, health and environmental sciences, and 

institutions, appointed by the department directors. The 

committee head shall be a citizen, not employed by any of 

the above mentioned departments, to be appointed by the 

governor with the advice of the cor.unittee. The l.>udget and 

report of the committee shall be presented to the three (3) 

Cicpartment directors for review. Any money appropriated to 

the department of health and environr,;ental sciences for tne 

sole tJUr!JOSe of administering this act shall be spent based 

upon the recommendation of the committee. 

Section 8. 'l'i1ere is a new R.c.;;. section tnat rea.Js as 

follows: 

Functions of commit tee. The cor.unittee shall coordinate 

-6- I
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l staff training of persons involved in r:>roblem pres;nancy 

2 counseling, and may conduct education programs and 

3 distribute infornation as to the availability of services. 

4 ~'Jon-agency cour.selors are to be e;-;couraged to attend the 

5 staff training sessions which shall be located in geographic 

6 areas of the state convenient to local citizens. upon 

7 completion of appropriate training sessions, the corr~ittee 

8 shall distribute the n~e of each person who successfully 

9 completes the training to .local physicians and other 

10 appropriate persons. 

11 Section 9. sections 69-6904 and 69-690S, R.C.il. 1947, 

12 are repealeu. 

-End-
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HOUSE: rli.i..L NO. 414 

L'ITRODUCED BY ,-iQLHI:S, RASi·1USSEN 

A 3ILL FCR AN ACT L:l<'•'ITLED: "A..'i ACT RELATING TO PROBLE~i 

PRI:mmr;CY COUNSELING; ES'i'ABLISliiNG AN INTERAGL•<CY COMMITTEE 

'l'O COORDINATE TRAINING FOR COUNSELORS; AMENDING SECTIOdS 

69-6901, 63-6902, 69-6903, 69-6905, 69-6906, AND 69-6907, 

;{.C.i·;. 1947, AlW REPE.ALiiJG SECTIONS 69-6904 Ai'iD 69-6908, 

R.C.N. 1941." 

BE IT <:;~/ACTED iW T:iE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

Section l. section 69-6901, R.C.~!. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"69-6901. Purpose of act. The state of 1-bntana, 

recognizing the com:,>lexity and gravity of decisions 

associated with meeie~~-~e~ft~~iee-e£ pregnancy, declares 

it the golicy of the state to proviQe for the accessibility 

of e~e¥erl ~ualified counseling services for any ~~~e 

PERSOi~ resident of Montana who mey--~e~~e~~--~~ee~ 

~e~~~~ft-e~-~e~-~~e~eeeey demonstrates a need for problem 

pregnancy counseling. Tne f>olicy stated in this act shall 

be a minimum standard for ~~~~iee counseling services and 

is not intended to limit the availability." 

Section 2. Section 69-6902, R.C.J.i. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

T H I R D READING 
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n69-6902. Definitions. For the purposes of this act, 

the following terms are defined as follows: 

~~t-~~~ee--i~--~fte---ift~eft~ieee~---~~M~ft~~ee---e~ 

~~ftftftey~ 

~~t--~fte-d~~~~eft-i~-~fte-a~~~~eft-~-ma~~ee~-e~-e~~ 

ftee~~~e~~e-~-efte-aepe~~e~-e~--ftea~~ft--~ftd--ee~~eftmeft~~~ 

~e~eee~~ 

t~t--A~pre¥ed--ee~ftee~~--~e--e--per~-e~e¥ea-ey-efte 

a~¥~~e-~e~-~fte-e~~~~ft~-~e¥~ded-~~-~ft-~fti~-~e~~ 

(1} Problem pregnancy is a pregnancy w,1ich causes a 

wemeft PERSON mental or emotional distress. -------
(2} The committee is the interagency committee on 

staff training createa in section 7 of this act. 

t1t-Jll Medical facility is any office, clinic, or 

hospital. wftere-eher~~ee-e~-~fte-sefted~~~e~-e~-ebe~~~ee-~eft~ 

~~ee 

t5t-1!l Priority appointment is any ap~ointment witil a 

problem pregnancy counselor e~e¥ed--ey-~~e-d~¥is~ee-~e~ 

e~~~eft-ee~e~e~~ft~7 which ~1all be arranged at the earliest 

reasona01e time in the counselor's schedule. 

(5) Problem pregnancy cormselor is a person who i1as 

successfully completed the staff training course established 

by the interagency committee." 

Section 3. Section 69-6903, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

-2- HB 414 
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"69-6903. Purpose of counselL1g. The purpose of ~he 

problem pregnancy counseling 

~~~ shall be: 

e£---pa~~e~~~---eeft~~der~~~ 

(a) to assist the patient in recognizing and evaluating 

all of the possible alternatives open to heq 

(b) to encourage the patient to face and express her 

deep feelings in regard to ti"1e multiple aspects of ~~~ 

pregnancy1 

(c} to enhance the mental stability of the patient in 

regard to i1er dee~<5~etl. decisions 1 

(d) to encourage the responsible facing of any decision 

in regard to ~ber~~etl. the pregnancy at the earliest possible 

state of her pregnancy.• 

Section 4. Section 69-6905, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•69-6905. Appre¥a~ Selection of counselors. (1) ~e 

~~~~eft--~ft-eeft~ei~~e~-w~~-~fte-Meft~a*-ftea~~~~i¥i~-e£ 

~he--bea~--e£--ift~~~~~ieft~7--~fta~~--de~~ep--eri~~a--a~d 

s~d~s--e&fteerft~ft~--~he-appre¥8~-e£-eeuftee~er~-ea~~ed-~ 

~~ft~~-ae~~-~~e The criteria for encasing candidates for 

training should include, but not be limited to, 

consideration of tne following (dualifications: 

(a} proficiency, experience, and training in the field 

of counseling: 

(b) understanding of the problems related. to a~er~~e!'l 
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OR ENCOUNTERED DURING PREGNANCY: 

(c) ability to remain objective in regard to the 

patient's choice of alternative courses of action; 

(d) ability to hold in confidence all personal 

information revealed in or, in regard to counseling 

sessions. 

(2) In its process of e~~ua~i!'!~--aftd--appre¥~ft~ 

selecting counselors for the implementation of this act, the 

d~~sieft committee shall cooperate with appropriate state 

agencies and local government subdivisions, subject ~a 

ethical considerations as practiced by accredited medical 

and t;<erapeutic professions. 

(3) ill'!'t're.ed Qualified counselors for the J?Urt'ose of 

this act may be cnosen from among local re2resentatives of 

such professions as: psychologists, social workers, 

clergymen, nurses, school counselors, mental i1ealth 

personnel, and family t'lanning counselors. 

(4} The d~¥-i5~etl. comr.littee shall assio>t and make use of 

medically creditable resources offered by existing programs 

and agencies which deal with counseling. 

(5) The di¥i~~e~ committee snall be resl:)onsii:>le for 

re-evaluating the counselin'J service·3 provided for in bus 

act at intervals of not more tha~ five (5) years." 

Section 5. Section 69-6906, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"69-6906. Responsibility of medical facilities. (1) 

Upon first indication by a female patient or potantial 

patient that m~ea~--~e~ifta~ieB--e£--~e~ft~ey--i~--eeift~ 

eeM~iee~ea7 her pregnancy is tite cause of mental or 

emotional distress for her, a physician or medical facility 

shall inform the patient of the availability of qualified 

counselors and shall, with the patient's approval, refer her 

to aft--~~~e¥ee a qualified counselor for a 

appointment. 

priority 

(2) In the case of an unmarried minor, the physician, 

or medical facility, or their designate, shall make a 

priority appointment for the patient to meet with eft 

a~~e¥ed a qualified counselor of the patient's choice.~ 

Section 6. Section 69-6907, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"69-6907. Minimum counseling services. (1) Minimum 

counseling services s:1all be providec:i to any pregnant woman 

residing in Montana who may express an interest in 

t~ift~ift~fter-~~e~ftdfte~ problem pregnancy counseling. 

~~t-Miftim~-e~~~-~~¥iee~-shft~i-ift~~e~-~--~ 

ftet--ee--iim~ed--~e7--eBe-~ftseiift~-se~~ieB-he~~e-afta-efte 

ft~t~-a~~miftatieft-e~-pre~ftefte~~ 

t~t-~ If reasonable, and desired by the patient, the 

counselor may include the father of the unborn child or any 

other pertinent family members in a subsequent meeting with 
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the patient." 

~~t-w~e-~fte--pe~eeft--eeek~~--~fte--e~ft~~i~--eaftftet 

a~ere--~e--pey--~fte--miBim~--~e~-~fte-ei¥ieieB-wiii-~ift~a 

ee~~er-wfte-i~-rea~efte~iy-aee~eibie-~er-~fte--pa~ie~--wft& 

w~i-~~¥iee-e&Hft~e~ift~-eer¥ieee-at-fte-eee~~ 

Section 7. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 

follows: 

Interagency committee creation and organization. 

There is created an interagency committee on staff train·ing 

for the purpose of coordinating staff training of anployees 

involved with problem pregnancy counseling. The committee 

shall be composed of representatives from the appropriate 

bureaus of the departments of social and rehabilitation 

services, health and environmental sciences, 

institutions, appointed by the department directors. 

and 

The 

committee head shall be a citizen, not employed by any of 

tne above mentioned departments, to be appointed by the 

governor with the advice of the committee. The budget and 

report of the committee shall be presented to the three (3) 

department directors for review. Any money appropriated to 

the deparbnent of health and environmental sciences for the 

sole purpose of administering this act shall be spent based 

upon the recommendation of the committee. 

Section 8. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 

follows: 
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l Functions of committee. The committee shall coordinate 

2 staff training of persons involved in problem pregnancy 

3 counseling, and may conduct education programs and 

4 distribute information as to the availability of services. 

5 Non-agency counselors are to be encouraged to attend the 

6 staff training sessions which shall be located in geographic 

7 areas of the state convenient to local citizens. Upon 

8 completion of appropriate training sessions, the committee 

9 shall distribute the name of each person who successfully 

completes the training to local physicians and other 

appropriate persons. 

10 

11 

12 Section 9. Sections 69-6904 and 69-6908, R.C.M. 1947, 

13 are repealed. 

-End-
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