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'~OODD~D BY my 8~. · ~~t('.tlg_ . :9fi\~. 
~col~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "lu'i ACT AMENDING SECTION 

70-113, R.C.M. 1947, TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC SERVICE 

COMMISSION TO HOLD HEAaiNGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES 

lfHEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, AND TO RENDER DECISIONS IN 

SUCH CONTESTED CASES IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURE ACT." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

·"70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every 

public utility shall file with the commission, within a time 

fixed by ~1e commission, schedules which shall be open to 

public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges 

which it has established, and which are in force at the 

time, for any service performed by it within the state, or 

for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any 

public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates, 

tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 

the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of 

passage of this act. Every public utility shall file with, 

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged 

for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility, where payments are 

made by ~1e consumers or users, open to the public, in such 

form and place as to be readily accessible to the public, 

and as can be conveniently inspected. 

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except ~~e~-~we~~y-~aye~ 

fte~iee--~e--~e--eeMMieeie~7--~a--a~~-e~eft-eftaft~ee-sfta;;-~e 

~%aift%y-ift8iea~e~-~~e~-e~ieeift~-eene~~~ee7-e~-~y-~i:±ft~--ftew 

eene~~:es--ift--~ie~--ene~ee~--eeft-~aye-~~ie~-ee-efte-~ime-ene 

seme-a~e-~e-eake-e~£ee~T-~~e¥i~e~7-~fta~-ene-eemmieeieft7-~~eft 

a~~:iea~ieft-e~-afty-e~e±ie-~~i~iey7-May-~~eee~iee-a-±ese-eime 

wi~ni~-wnieft-a-~~~eeie~-mey--~e--me~eT--~~e¥iee~7--ftewe¥e~7 

ehee--fte-ee¥aftee-e~-~ee~ee~eft-e~-e~~se~ft~-sefteaH%es~en~:~-~e 

maae-w~~he~~-~he-ee~e~~~eftee-e~-ehe--eemmissieft~--ee~~ee--e~ 
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1 a~~--ftew--e~--ameftaea-eeftea~~ee-efta~~-~e-~~~ea-afta-~ee~ea-~ft 

2 ~fte-e~a~~efte-e~-ei~~eee-ei-~~e~~e-~~~~~~ee-ae-ift--~fte--eaee 

3 ei--e~~~~fta~--eeftea~~eeT--~fte--eemm~ee~eft-may-~~eee~~be-e~eft 

4 eftftft~ee-~ft-~fte-fe~m-~ft-Wft~eft-~fte-eeftea~iee-a~e-~ee~ea-ey-afty 

5 ~~i~e-~~~~~~y-ee-May-ee-~e~-~e-ee-eM~ea~eft~~ as approved 

6 by the commission. Before it may approve any change in a 

7 schedule generally affecting residential consumers in an 

8 area, the commission shall publish a notice of the proposed 

9 change, conforming to the requirements of section 82-4209(2) 

10 in one or more newspapers published daily and of general 

11 circulation within the area affected by the proposed change. 

12 This notice shall announce a hearing on the proposed change 

13 and shall inform interested persons how they may petition 

14 the commission to become parties to the hearing. The 

15 commission shall proceed to conduct the hearing under the 

16 Administrative Procedure Act. The consumer counsel may in 

17 his discretion petition to become a party to the hearing. 

18 Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the 

19 contrary, the final decision of the commission in any matter 

20 decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section 

21 shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a 

22 contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act." 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE BILL NO. 333 

PJTRODUCED BY "1I:LOY, HARPER, DRISCOLL, BRl<DLEY, JIH ;.IQORE 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "&~ ACT AMENDING SECTION 

70-113, R.C.M. 1947, TO REQUIRE TilE PUBLIC SERVICE 

CO:lMISSION TO HOLD HEARI~JGS O'J PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES 

WHEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, AND TO RENDER DECISIONS IN 

SuCH CONTESTED CASES IN CONFORMITY "WITH THE AD!HNISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURE ACT." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every 

public utility shall file with the commission, within a time 

fixed t,y the commission, schedules which shall be open to 

public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges 

which it has established, and which are in force at the 

time, for any service performed by it within the state, or 

for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any 

public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates, 

tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 

the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of 

passage of this act. Every public utility shall file with, 

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged 

for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility, where payments are 

made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such 

form and place as to be readily accessible to the public, 

and as can be conveniently inspected. 

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except ~~eft-~Weft~y-aaye~ 

fte~iee--~e--~fte--eeMMieeieftT--afta--ar~-e~eft-eftaft~ee-efterr-ee 

~aift~y-ift~~ea~ea-~pe~-ex~~~ift~-~eaee~re~T-e~-ey-~~r~ft~--ftew 

eeftea~ree--~ft--r~e~--~heree~--~e~-aaye-~r~er-~e-~fte-~iMe-~fte 

~eme-ere-~e-~e~e-e~£ee~;-prev~aeeT-~ha~-~fte-eeMM~~e~eft7-~~ft 

a~r~ee~ieft-e£-e~y-p~brie-~~~ri~yT-may-pre~e~~ee-e-ieee-~ime 

w~~ft~ft-whieft-a-rea~e~ieft-mey--be--meee;--previeeaT--aeweverT 

~fte~--fte-eava~ee-er-ree~e~~eft-e~-eK~e~ift~-~ehea~ree-efteri-be 

meae-w~~he~~-~~e-eefteHrreftee-e£-~he--ee~i~eieft~--ee~~e~--e£ 
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a::--ftew--e~--ameftaed-~ehed~:es-~ha::-ee-~i:ea-afta-~e~~ed-ift 

~he-~~a~ieft~-e~-e~~~ee~-e~-~~e:~e-~~~:~~~e~-e~-~ft--~he--ease 

e~--e~~~~fta:--~ehea~:e~T--~he--eemmi~~ieft-may-~re~e~iee-~~eh 

ehaft~e~-~ft-~he-~erm-~ft-wh~eh-~he-ee~e~~:ee-ere-iee~ed-ey-afty 

~:~e-~~~:i~y-ae-mey-be-~e~ftd-~e-be-e~~ediefteT as approved 

6 by the commission. Before it may approve any change 

7 INCREASING THE PATE OR RATES FOR UTILITY SERVICE in a 

a schedule generally affecting residential consumers in an 

9 area, the commission shall publish a notice of the proposed 

10 change, conforming to the requirements of section 82-4209(2) 

11 in one or more newspapers published dai~y and of general 

12 circulation within the area affected by the proposed change. 

13 This notice shall announce a hearing on the proposed change 

14 and shall inform interested persons how they may petition 

15 the commission to become parties to the hearing. The 

16 commission shall proceed to conduct the hearing under the 

17 Administrative Procedure Act. The consumer counsel may in 

19 his discretion petition to become a party to the hearing. 

19 Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the 
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contrary, the final decision of the commission in any matter 

decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section 

shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a 

contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. THE 

C0~4ISSION ~~y TEMPORARILY APPROVE AN INCREASE PENDING A 

HEARING 11.:1D FINAL DECISION. IF T!E: PINAL DECISION IS TO 
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DISAPPROVE THE INCREASE THE COMMISSION SHALL ORDER A REBATE 

TO ALL CONSUMERS FOR THE AMOUNT COLLECTED RETROACTIVE TO THE 

DATE OF THE TEMPORARY APPROVAL.w 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 383 

INTRODUCED BY MELOY, HARPER, DRISCOLL, BRADLEY, JIM MOORE 

A BILL FOR A."l ACT ENTITLED: ftAN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

70-113, R.C.H. 1947, TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC SERVICE 

CO"L"'ISSIO'l TO HOLD HEARIUGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES 

WHEN THERE ARE ADVERSB PARTIES, A!<1J TO RE'lDER DECISIONS IN 

SUCH CONTESTED CASES Irl CONFORMITY '.'liTH THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURE ACT." 

BE IT ENACTED BY_ THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTMA: 

Section 1. Section 70-113, R._C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"70-113, Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every 

public utility shall file with the commission, within a time 

fixed by the commission, schedules which shall be open to 

public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges 

which it has established, and which are in force at the 

time, for any service performed by it within the state, or 

for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any 

public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates, 

tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 
• 

the rates, tolls, and charges in; force at the time of 

passage of this act. Every public utility 3hall file with, 

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged 

for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility, where payments are 

made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such 

form and place as to be readily accessible to the public, 

and as can be conveniently inspected, 

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem 

necessary for t~e use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except ~pe~-~we~~y-eaye~ 

ae~iee--~e--~e--eemmieeiea~--aae--a~~-erle~-eba~~ee-eba~~-ee 

~~aia~y-iaeiea~e6-~~ea-eKiee~~~-eefteau~es7-er-~y-ri~ia~--~ew 

eehee~e~--ia--~ie~--ehereer--tea-eaye-~~~er-te-the-~ime-~e 

eame-are-te-~ake-e~~ee~7-~reY~aea7-tftat-t~e-ee~~ieeie~7-~~e~ 

a~~iiea~iea-e~-aay-~~~ie-~t~~ity7-may-~weseri~e-a-~eee-~ime 

wi~~ia-whie~-a-rearle~iea-may--he--maae?--~revieea7--hewever7 

that--ae-aavaaee-er-rearletie~-e~-eMieti~~-eehea~~ee-eba~~-ee 

maee-withe~~-~he-eeae~rreaee-e~-~~e--eefflffli~eiea7--ee~iee--ei 
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aii~l'!~w-~f-«meftaea~~ehed~~e~-~haii-he-fiied--al'!d--~s~ea--~1'! 
' 

~~e--~~e~iefts--e~-e~~iee~-ef-ptihiie-~~iii~ie~-as-!:1'!-~e-ea~~ 

e~-e~i~iftft~-~e~ea~i~~~-~e--ee~~issieft--May--p~eee~iee--e~eft 

eheft~es-ift-~he-~e~-ift-Whieh-~~e-sehea~ies-a~e-ieeeea-&1-afty 

l.!l~iie--~~iii~}'-ae-May-M!-*elHid-~e-ee-ex~eiei'!~T as approved 

6 by the commission. Befo'J;e it may approve any change 

7 INCREAsiNG THE !U.TE OR RATES FOR UTILIT'i SERVICE in a 

8 s·cheduie generally affecting !!ee!:del'!i:H"i consumers il'l--aa 

9 a~a IN A UTILITY'S SERVICE AREA, the commission shall 

10 publish a notice of the proposed change, conforming to the 

11 requirements of section 82-4209(2) in ona or more newspapers 

12 published ~i% ~d of general circulation within the area 

13 affected by the proposed change. This no.t:j.ce shall announce 

14 a hearing on the proposed change and shall inform interested 

15 persons hOW they mw petition the commission to become 

16 parties to the hearing. The commission shall proceed to 

17 conduct the hearing under the Administrative Procedure Act. 

18 The consumer counsel may in his discretion petition to 

19 become a party to the hearing. 

20 Notwi thstandinq any provision of this title to the 

21 ccintral:X. the final decision of the colliDlissd.on ·in am matt~ 

22 decided after a hearinq conducted pursuant to this $ection 

23 shall confonn to the requirements of a decision in a 

24 contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. THE 

25 COM!.ti.SSlON ~y ~ORA1ULY APPROVE AN INCREASE PENDING A 
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HEARING k~D FI~AL DECISION. IF THE FINAL DECISION IS TO 

DISAPPROVE THE INCREASE THE C0~'1ISSION SHALL ORDER A REB,\TE 

TO ALL CONSUMERS FOR THE A.."!OUNT COLLECTED RETROACTIVE TO TilE 

DATE OF THE TEMPORARY APPROVI\.L." 

-End-

-4- HB 383 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 383 

INTRODUCED BY MELOY, HARPER, DRISCOLL, BRADLEY, JIM MOORE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT A~ENDING SECTION 

70-113, R.C.M. 1947' TO REQUIRE "rHE PUBLIC SERVICE 

C0~1ISSION TO HOLD HEARINGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES 

miEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, AND TO RENDER DECISIONS IN 

SUCH CONTESTED CASES IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURE ACT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

n70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every 

public utility shall file with the commission, within a time 

fixed by the commission, schedules which shall be open to 

public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges 

which it has established, and which are in force at the 

time, for any service performed by it within the state, or 

for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any 

public utility controlled or operated by 'it, The rates, 

tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 

the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of 

passage of this act. Every public utility shall file with, 

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged 

for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility, where payments are 

made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such 

form and place as to be readily accessible to the public, 

and as can be conveniently inspected. 

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except ~~eft-eweftey-aays~ 

fte~iee--ee--e~e--eeMmieeieft7--afte--a~~-e~e~-e~aft~ee-e~a~~-ee 

p~aift~y-ifteieaeee-~peft-e~ieeift~-eeftee~~ee7-er-ey-~i~ift~--ftew 

eeftee~~ee--ift--~ie~--efteree~--eeft-eaye-prier-~e-efte-eime-e~e 

eame-are-~e-eake-e~~eee?-previeeeT-eftae-e~e-eemmieeieft7-~peft 

app~iea~ieft-e~-afty-p~e~ie-~ei~ieyT-may-~reeeriee-a-~eee-eime 

wie~ift-Wftieh-a-ree~e~~eft-Ms~--ee--msee?--~revieeeT--hewe¥erT 

~hae--fte-ae¥aftee-er-ree~e~ieft-e~-e~ieei~~-eeftee~~ee-efts~~-ee 

made-wiefte~e-efte-eefte~reftee-e~-efte--eemmieeieft~--ee~iee--e~ 
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'lllio:l----eea-l!l~es-!!iltli.:l-lse-fHee--oi-~-i-!1 

~-fte41-ieft'S--e-~-ieee-e!l!-~-il!I-II'I!!HuM8-~~-­

e._~ifte:l-eeftei~±ee~-~he--~-issieR may--~eeeri~e ~ 

~tiot-iHI-itMRa-!.ft-witi:eit trile se:heaies are-~~eli-~y 

~IH!oi«1!~-•e--,._e-~~'lle-e.peu~ as approved 

6 b,y the COliUilission. Before it may a-pprove any change 

7 INCREASING THE RATE OR RATES FOR UTILITY SERVICE in a 

B sched.ule generally affecting l!'et!l-ieeft't!-iti consumers tiol--!Ut 

9 e.tre« IN A UTILITY'S SERVICE AREA, the conunission shall 

10 [!ublish a notice of the proposed change, mnforming to the 

11 requirements of section 82-4209 (2) in one or ~rore newspapers 

12 published eux and of general circulation within the area 

13 affected by the proeosed change. This notice shall announce 

14 a hearing on the eroposed change and shall inform interested 

15 persons how they may petition the commission to become 

16 earties to the hearing. The commission shall proceed to 

17 conduct the hearing under the Administrative Procecure Act. 

18 '!be consumer counsel may in his dis=etion petition to 

1 9 be come a party to the hearing • 

20 uotwithstanding any provision of this Title to the 

21 contrary, the final decision of the commission in any matter 

22 decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section 

23 shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a 

24 contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. THE 

25 CQH)nSSION MAY TEMPORARILY APPROVE AN INCREASE PENDING A 
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HEARING AND FINAL DECISION. IF THE FINAL DECISION IS TO 

DISAPPROVE T<IE INCREASE THE COMMISSIO~ SHALL ORDER 1\ REB,l\.TE 

TO ALL CONSUMERS FOR THE AMOU~T COLLECTED R!':TRO}l.CT!V':: TO THE 

DATE OF THE TEMPORARY .APPROVAL," 

-End-

-4- HB 383 


