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INTRODUCED BY

{ Peadlay
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTIOH
70-113, R.C.M. 1947, TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION TO HOLD HEARINGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES
WHEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, AND TO RENDER DECISIONS IN
SUCHE CONTESTED CASES IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE

PROCEDURE ACT."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

'*70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every
public utility shall file with the commission, within a time
fixed by tune commission, schedules which shall be open to
public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges
which it has established, and which are in force at the
time, for any service performed by it within the state, or
for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any
public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates,
tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of
passage of this act. Every public utility shail file with,

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged
for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the
commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public
shall Dbe printed in plain type, and kept on file in every
station or cffice of such public utility, where payments are
made by tie consumers or users, open to the public, in such
form and place as to be readily accessible to the public,
and as can be conveniently inspected.

Winen a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule
shall in 1like manner be printed and filed with the
commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this section.

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule,
including schedules of joint rates, except upon-twenmty-daysl
notiee—-te--the--commissiony;—-and--ali-sueh-changes-shaiti-be
piainty-indicated-upon-existing-scheduiess-or-by-£fiting--new
sehednies——in--tieu—-thereof-—ten-days-prier-co-the—time-the
seme-are-so-take-cifeetr-provideds-that-the-commiasiony—unen
appiicacton-ef-any-pubtie-ukittbyy-may-preseripe-a-tesa-tine
within-whieh~a-reduction-may-—-be--mader--provided;-—howevery
thae——no-advance-gr-reduction-ef-existing-scheduleas—shalti-he

made-without-the—csoncurrense-of-the-—-comminsions—-Copiea——-af
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ati--new-—or--amended-achedniecs-shali-pe-fited-and-posted~-in
the-stations-ar-sfficeca-of-public-utititicn-as~in--the--case
of-—originalt--sehedutesr—-Phe--commisston-nay-prescribe-such
echanges-in-che-form-in-which-the-schedules-are-issued-by~any
publie-ubitiey-as-may-be-found-to-be-expedients as approved

by the commission. Bafore it may approve any change in a

schedule generally affecting residential consumers in an

area, the commission shall publish a notice of the proposed

change, conforming to the requirements of section 82-4209(2)

in one or more newspapers published daily and of general

circulation within the area affected by the proposed change.

This notice shall announce a hearing on the proposed change

and shall inform interested persons how they may petition

the commission to become parties to the hearing. The

commission shall proceed to conduct the hearing under the

Administrative Procedure Act. The consumer counsel may in

his discretion petition to become a party to the hearing.

Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the

contrary, the final decisicn of the commission in any matter

decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section

shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a

contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act.”

~End-
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HB 0383/02

Approved by Committee
on Judiciary

HOUSE BILL NO. 333

INTRODUCED BY MELOY, HARPER, DRISCOLL, BRADLEY, JIM MOOREZ

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *aN ACT AMENDING SECTION
70-113, R.C. M. 1947, TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION TO HOLD HEARINGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES
WHEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, AND TG RENDER _DECISIONS IN
SUCH CONTESTED CASES IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE

PROCEDURE ACT."

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C;M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"70=-113. Schedules of rates, tclls and charges. Every
public utility shall file with the commission, within a time
fixed Ly the commission, schedules which shall be open to
public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges
which it has established, and which are in force at the
time, for any service performed by it within the state, or
for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any
public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates,
tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of
passage of this act. Every public ntility shall file with,

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged
for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the
commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public
shall be printed in plain type, and kept on £file in every
station or office of such public utility, where payments are
made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such
form and place as to be readily accessible to the public,
and as can be conveniently inspected.

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule
shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this section.

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule,
including schedules of joint rates, except upen-eweney-daysl
netice--ta--the--commisstony--and--att-sueh-changes-shati-pe
pratniv-indicatad-upon-axisting-schedulensy~or-by-~£itineg-—new
achedultes~—in-——tten-——-theresf-~ban-dayas-prior-to-tha-time—ihe
same-are-so-taita-ecffect;-provideds-that—the-commissiony-upon
apptication-of-any-pubite-utitityr-may-preseribe-a-lass-kime
within-which-a-reduetion-may--be-—-mader-~-prevideds--hewevery
that--no-advance~or-reduction—eé-extasting-seheduieg-gshatli-he
made-witheus—-the-concurrense—-of-tha-—commissions--Copies——-of
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ati--new~~or--amended-scheduies-shati-be-£fited-and-posted-in
the-stabions-or-officas-of-publig-ntititics-as-in--che-—-cnse
of-~originat-—scheduless—~Fhe~-commission-may-preseribe-sueh
changes—in-the-farm-in-which~tche-seheduies-are-issned-by-any
publiie-utitity-as-may-be-found-te-be~expedientr as approved

by the commission. Before it may approve any change

INCREASING THE PATE OR RATES FOR UTILITY SERVICE in a

schedule generally affecting residential consumers in an

area, the commission shall publish a notice of the proposed

change, conforming to the requirements of section 82-4203(2}

in one or more newspapers published daidy and of general

circulation within the area affected by the proposed change.

This notice shall announce a hearing on the proposed change

and shall inform interested persons how they may petition

the commission to become parties to the hearing. The

commission shall proceed +to conduct the hearing under the

Administrative Procedure Act. The consumer counsel may in

his discretion petition to become a party to the hearing.

Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the

contrary, the final decision of the commission in any matter

decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section

shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a

contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. THE

COMMISSION MAY TEMPORARILY APPROVE AN INCREASE PONDING A

HEDARING AND FINAL DECISION. IF THE TFINAL DECISION IS TO

-3~ B 333
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DISAPPROVE THE INCREASE THE COMMISSION SHALL ORDER A REBATE

TO ALL CONSUMERS FOR THE AMOUNT COLLECTED RETROACTIVE TO THE

DATE OF THE TEMPORARY APPROVAL."

-End-

-4- HB 383
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HOUSE BILL NO. 383

INTRODUCED BY MELQOY, HARPER, DRISZOLL, BRADLEY, JIM MOORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION
70-113, R.C.M. 1947, TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION TO HOLD HEARINGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES
WHEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, ANT TO RENDER DECISIONS 1IN
SUCH CONTESTED CASES I CONFORMITY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE

PROCEDURE ACT."

BE IT EYACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 70-113, E,C.M. 1947, is amended to

read as follows:

"70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every
public utility shall file with the .commission, within a time
fixed by the commission, schedules which shall be open to
public inspection, showing all .rates, tolls, and chardes
which it has established, and which are in force at the
time, for any service performed by it within the state, or
for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any
public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates,
tolls, and charges shown on such ?chedules shall not excead
the rates, tolls, and charges in' force at the time of
passage of this act. Every public utility shall file with,

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations

THIRD READING

-~ o

10
L1
12
13

14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0383/03

that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged
for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the
commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public
shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every
station or office of such public utility, where payments are
made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such
form and place as to be readily accessible to the public,
and as can be conveniently inspected.

Wnen a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule
shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commission, and so mach thereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this section.

Ne change shall thereafter be made in .any schedule,
including schedules of joint rates, except upem-twenty-daysi
notice-—-to--the--commissiony--and~-ati-such-changes-shail-be
piatniy-indicated-upon-extsting-schedutesy-or-py—£iting--new
sehedutes--in--3ieu--thereof—-ten-days-prisr-to-che—tima-tiae
seme—are-to-take-effects-provideds—ehat—tna-compmisstony—upon
appiication-of-any-pubiie—utitity;-may-preseribe-a-iess-time
within-whicn-a-reduction-may--be~-mader--provideds--howevery
that--ne-advance-or-reduetion-of-existing-schedutes-shalli-pe
made-without-the-conenrrence-of-the--copmissionc——cCepias-——of

-2- H3 383
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aii¥new~sf-aﬁéndea;sehéduiss-shail-be-fiied——ané—-pested-—in
the--stations—-er-affices-of-public-utitities-as-in-the-ease
ef-originai-senedutes:-Fhe--commiaston--nay--preseripe—-suen
changeas—in-the-Form-in-which-the-schedules-ars-issued-by—any
pabiie-—utitity-ase-may-be-found-to-be-expedienes as_approved

by the commission. Befoxe it may approve any change

INCREASING THE RATE OR_RATES FOR UTILITY SERVICE in a

schedule generally affecting wesidentiad consumers inm--an

srea IN A UTILITY'S SERVICE AREA, the commission shall

publish a notice of the proposed change, conforming to the

reguirements of section 82-4209(2) in one or more newspapers

pubiished deaédy and of general circulation within the area

affécted by the proposed change. This notice shall announce

a hearing on the proposed change and shall inform interested

persons how they may petition the commission to become

parties to the hearing. The commission shall proceed to

conduct the hearing under the Administrative Procedure Act.

The consumer counsel may in his discretion petition te

become a party to the hearing.

Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the

contraiy, the final decvision of the commission. in any matter

decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section

shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a

‘contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. THE

COMMESSION MAY TEMPORARILY APPROVE AN INCREASE PENDING A

-3- HB 383
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HEARING AND FINAL DECISION. IF THE FINAL DECISION IS TO

DISAPPROVE THE INCREASE THE COMMISSION SHALL CRDER A RESATE

TO ALL CONSUMERS FOR THE AMOUNT COLLECTED RETROACTIVE TC TilE

DATE OF THE TEMPORARY APPROVAL."

~End-

4= HB 383
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HOUSE BILL NO. 383

INTRODUCED BY MELOY, HARPER, DRISCOLL, BRADLEY, JIM MOORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION
76-113, R.C.M, 1947, TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION TO HOLD HEARINGS ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHEDULES
WHEN THERE ARE ADVERSE PARTIES, AND TC RENDER DECISIONS IN
SUCH CONTESTED CASES IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE

PROCEDURE ACT."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:
"70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every
public utility shall file with the commission, within a time

fixed by the commission, schedules which shall be open to

public inspection, showing all rates, tolls, and charges
which it has established, and which are in force at the
time, for any service performed by it within the state, or
for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any
public utility controlled or operated by 'it. The rates,
tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of
passage of this act. Every public utility shall file with,

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations
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that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged
for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the
commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public
shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every
station or office of such public utility, where payments are
made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such
form and place as to be readily accessible to the public,
and as can be conveniently inspected.

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule
shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commission, and so much thereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this section.

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule,
including schedules of joint rates, except upen-ewenty-dayst
netice-~to--the--commissiony-—and--atri-such-changes-shati-be
piainty-indieated-upen-axisting-sechedutesy-or-by-Eiting-—new
sehedutes~—in-—ltien—-thereof--ten-days-prior-to-the-eime-the
same—are—-to—toke-affospr-providedy-—thae-the-commisstonr-apon
appiiention-of-any-pubtie-ueitibyr-may-preseribe-a-tesa-time
within-which-a-reduction-may--he--mades--preavidedy-—howevery
that--ne-advance-or~-reduction~of-existing-scheduies-shaii-be

nade-without-the-concurrence-af-the-~commisstonr-—-gopiea—-of

-2- HB 3383
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adl-new-or-amended-acheduies-—shaii-be~filed—and-——posted—in
the~-~stetions-—or-sffiocn-of-puhlitse-ubilibing~as-in-the-cane
ef-ortgimal-scheduiesr~Fhe—comrmission—may~-preseribe——suech
changes~itn~tho-form~ in-wirieh-he-scheduies-are-issved-by—any
putdite——uwiilicy-as~-may-be—found-te-be-expedientr as approved

by the commission. Before it may approve any change

INCREASING THE RATE OR RATES FOR UTILITY SERVICE in a

HB 0333/03

HEARING AND FINAL DECISION. IF THE FINAL DECISION IS TO

DISAPPROVE TiE INCREASE THE COMMISSION SHALL ORDER A REBATE

TO ALL CONSUMERS FOR THE AMOUNT COLLECTED RRETROACTIVE TO THE

schedule generally affecting resmidemtsal consumers s¢m—-an

area IN A UTILITY’S SERVICE AREA, the commission shall

publish a notice of the proposed change, coaforming to the

requirxements of section 82-420%(2) in one or more newspapers

published dasdy and of general circulation within the area

affected by the proposed change. This notice shall announce

a hearing on the proposed change and shall inform interested

persons how they may petition the commission to becone

parties to the hearing. The commission shall proceed tc

conduct the hearing under the Administrative Procecure Act.

The consumer counsel may in his discretion petiticn to

become a party to the hearing.

Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the

contrary, the final decision of the commission in any matter

decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section

shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a

contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. THE

COMMISSION MAY TEMPORARILY APPROVE AN TINCREASE PENDING A

-3 HE 383

DATE OF THE TEMPORARY APPROVAL,"™

-End-
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