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INTRODUCEiJ Y~ f~ 

;.. rllLL FO:<.~T i:.'ITITLt:D: ";;.< AC'l'( TO ANEi'ID SEC'flONS 

ll-16vl, ll-1602 AND 93-411 TO REDESIGc·<ATE POLICE COURTS AdD 

POLICE JU0GES AS CITY COUaTS .~-0 CITY JUDGES &'D TO PROVIDE 

FOa TdE JURISDICTION OF CITY COURTS." 

<!>:; II' E:.ACTI.iJ dY 'l'rlZ LEGISLATuRE OF 'l'H..,; STATE OF i•iOt<TANA: 

3ecti:m 1. Sectio.:. ll-16'Jl, R.C.H. 1947, is ame;1ded to 

read as follows: 

"11-16.)1. Pe~':tee Cicy court established. :\ r>e±'!i:ee c~ty 

courc is ~sc~lisned in each city or town, which court must 

always be· 01Je.,, exce;;>t upon ••onjudicial days, and upon s<lch 

d3Y3 it ~Wl.Y tra..'l.sact criminal bi.lsiness only. 11 

::iecti:m 2. Section ll-l6J2, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"ll-Hi02. Jurisdictioil of ~e±±ee city courts. The 

~el±ee cicy court has ~oncurrent jurisdiction with the 

'1~;,-e±ee justicas' court e~--e11.e-~eeee of -eAe-~ellev'!i:ft')'-t'~±"-e 

e£~eft~~-e~~±~~ea-w±~±ft-~e-ee~"~Y~ 

flt-~fte~~-wfte~e-~~e-vel~e-ei-~e-;,~e±eft--t'~etoe~~y--6ee~ 

ee~-exeeed-eee-e~eft~eft-~±~~y-aeller~-f$±~etT 

f~t--~se~l<e--aft~--ee~<ee~7--ee<e--e~e~.,ea--~e-~ave-~eeft 

'~~±~~e~-~~ft-~-~ab±±e-~~i±eer--±ft--~e--e±ee~e~~e--e£--~'!i:~ 
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ei~±e±a*-a~~Y7-e~-w±~-±ft~eft<e-~e-k±ll~ 

f3t--dreeeae~--e~-~~e-~eee7-~±e~s7-a~~~ays7-eemm'!i:~~±ft~ 

w±ll~~l-'!i:ft~~~-~-~~e~er~y7-ftft~ all misdemeanors punishable 

ny fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or by 

L~prisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or by both fine 

and imprisonme!ltT Ull.der the following conditions: 

f4t---Preeeee±e~~---~es~ee~'!i:"~---va~~ftft~e7---lewe7---~ 

e'!i:s~eer*y-~~SeftST-S~eh-e~ieft~ee-m~s~-be-~re~ee~~ee-±ft--~~e 

fteme-~-~e-e~a~-e~-Meft~ftftftT 

~5t--Peese~sieft--e~-beer-er-l'!i:~~er-ey-~e~eefts-~ftae~-~e 

a~e--e~--ei~ft~eeft--~±et--yee~e--±ft--v±e~e~iee---e~---see~±eft 

94-35-l66T.a-: 

t6t--Selli~7--~±Y'!i:ft~-ewey-e~-ais~s±ft~-e~-'!i:ft~M'!i:ee~±ft~ 

±i~~e~-~e-mifte~~-'!i:ft-v±e*e~iee-e~-see<eieft-94-3~-*e6T 

~e-~iiee-ee~r~-~~ei±--fteve--fte--~~rieeie~ieft--e£--eAy 

e±v'!i:~-ee~se 7-eMeep~-ee-e~erw'!i:se-~eviaee-by-iavT 

(1) Any action charging tile commission of an offense 

within the city or town limits in violation of a city or 

town orcnaance sn.all be brought in the name of the city or 

cown as the plaintiff and against tne accused as the 

iefen.lant. 

(2) Any_ other action brought for violation of a state 

.i.aw \vithin the city shall be brought in the n<une of the 

state of ,>\ontana as the plaintiff and against t;.1.e accused as 

ti1e defeildant. 

-2-

H/.3221 
< 



LC J826 

l ( 3) Apj?_lication for search warrants and complaints 

2 caarging tne commission of a felony may be filaci. in tne city 

3 or town court and .V1h::n -cl1ey are so filej c~1e ci l:.y j ujge 

4 snall ;,ave the same jurisdiction anu responsibility as a 

5 justice of the peace, including tne holding of a preliminary 

6 hear in-;. The city attorney may file aa application for a 

7 search warrant or a complaint cl1arging the commission of a 

a felony when the offense was committed wi~1in the city 

) liwits. The cormty attorney, nowever, must ha_!ldle an_y 

10 ac:tion after a .Jefendant is bormd. over to district court. • 

11 Section 3. Sect:ion 93-~ll, R • .:.:.:. 1947, is amended to 

12 rea~ dS follows: 

:;__, "~3-411. Pei±ee City courts. Peitee City courts are 

u o3sta.olis.~.1ed in inc:or?orated cities anO. towns, and t~eir 

1.5 organization, j .Irisciic-cio.'l, and ,:>owers are providecl for in 

lo Title 11. Police court is hereby renameci city court and all 

17 references to police court or police judges in sections of 

lJ t:ne Revisea Codes of .-!or,tana shall be considered amended to 

19 read city court, or city judge." 

-EnU-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judichry 

HOl1SE BILL ~JO. 229 

INTRODUCED BY JANES NOORE, !'I:!LEY 

A BILL FOR X~ ACT E~TITLED: ")\N ACT TO I'J.!END SECTIONS 

11-16 01, 11-161\2 ~W 93-411 TO REDESIG~!ATI: P0LICE COURTS AND 

POLICE JUDGES AS CITY COGRTS liND CITY JUDGES.!.. i\.~B TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE JURISDICTION OF CITY COURTS AND FO'l. THE TRAINING OF 

CITY JUDGES." 

BE IT E:!ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 0F THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-1601, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"11-1601. Pe~~ee City court established. A roer~ee city 

court is establis~ed in each city or town, which court must 

al~ays ue open, except upon nonjudicial days, and upon such 

days it may transact criminal business only." 

Section 2. Section 11-1602, R. C. H. 194 7, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"'ll-1602. Jurisdiction of roe~~ee city courts. The 

~r~ee city court has concurrent jurisdiction with the 

;~~~~ee justic2s' court ef-ehe-~e~ee of ~he-fer~ew~ft~-~M~~ie 

ef·fe!!~e~-ee!!ll!li:e~ee-w~elo!-tr>-elo!e-ee~"e'l'.,. 

~~T-~hefe-w!o!e~e-e!o!e-Y~r~e-ef-e!o!e-~ee~er>--r~eee~ey--eeee 

fte~-eMeeee-e,e-"~fte~ee-fifey-ee~ra~~-*Sr~eT.,. 

~~T--Aeea~~~--~"e--~~eee~y7--r>ee--eh~~~ed--ee-h~Ye-~ee" 

S E C 0 N D READING 
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eemm~~~ee--~peft--~--p~erie--effiee~--ift-~he-~eeha~~e-ef-h-t~ 

effie-tar-e~~y7 -e~-w-t~h--t~~e~e-~e-kirr.,. 

f3T-BPeeehee-ef-~he-peeee7-r-teee7--af~~aye7--eemmi~e-t~~ 

w-trrfar--ift;~ry-~e-p~epePey7-afte all misdemeanors punishable 

by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or by 

imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or by both fine 

and imprisonment~ under the following conditions: 

*4t---PPeeeedift~e---~eepee~-t~~---¥a~rftft~e7---ieweT---ep 

8-teepee~ry--~e~eeft~~-s~eh-effeftee~-m~e~-ee-pPeeee~~ee--t~-~he 

~ame-ef-~fie-eeaee-ef-Me~~aftaT 

*§T-Peeeeeeie~-ef-beep-e~-r-t~ae~-ey-peree~e--~eep--efie 

a~e---ef---ei~heee~--*ret--yeare--ift--~eraeieft--ef--~ee~ieft 

94-36-re~TiilT 

*6T-Seiiotft~T-~ot¥ift~-away-e~-aiepeeift~--ef--ift~eK-tea~-t~~ 

i-t~~er-~e-m-t~ePe-ift-¥otereeie~-ef-eeeeie~-94-~6-r66T 

~he--peiiee--ee~~~--~hair--he¥e--fte-;~~i~e-teeie~-ef-a~y 

e-t¥-tr-eaaeeT-eKeepe-~~-e~fie~~ee-pPe¥-teea-by-rawT 

(1) Any action charging the commission of an offense 

within the city or town limits in violation of a city or 

town ordinance shall be brought in the name of the city or 

town as the plaintiff and against the accused as the 

defendant. 

(2) Any other action brought for violation of a state 

law within the city shall be brought in the name of the 

state of ~!ontana as the plaintiff and against the accused as 

-2- H3 229 
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the defendant. 

(3) Application for search warrants and complaints 

charging the commission of a felony may be filed in the city 

or town court and when they are so filed the city judge 

5 shall have the same jurisdiction and responsibility as a 

6 justice of the peace, including the holding of a preliminary 

7 hearing. The city attorney may file an application for a 

8 search warrant or a complaint charging the commission of a 

9 felony ~hen the offense was committed within the city 

10 limits. The county attorney, however, must handle any 

ll action after a defendant is bound over to district court." 

12 Section 3. Section 93-411, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 ~93-411. Pei~ee City courts. l!l Pei~ee City courts 

15 are established in incorporated cities and towns, and their 

16 organization, jurisdiction, and powers are provided for in 

17 Title 11. Police court is hereby renamed city court and all 

18 references to police court or police judges in sections of 

19 the Revised Codes of Montana shall be considered amended to 

20 read city court, or city judge. 

21 ( 2 ) THERE SHALL BE AN ANNUAL TRAINING SESSION FOR ALL 

22 ELECTED AND APPOINTED JUDGES. THIS TRAINING SESSION, WHICH 

23 MAY 3E HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MONTANA MAGISTRATES 1 

24 ASSOCIATION C0rNENTION, SFJU.L BE SUPERVISED BY THE SUPRE.Mr: 

25 COURT. J.IILEAGE AND PER DIEM SHALL 3E PAID TEE ELECTED OR 

-3- Ha 229 
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APPOINTED JUDGE FOR ATTENDING THE COURSE Ac1D SHALL >L ~-

PROPER CHARGE AGAINST THE CITY \-!LLREIN THE JUDGE E:OLDS 

COURT." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 229 

INTRODUCED BY JAMES MOORE, FINLEY 

A BILL FOR M1 ACT ENTIT~ED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

11-1601, 11-1602 AND 93-411 TO REDESIGNATE POLICE COURTS AND 

POLICE JUDGES AS CITY COURTS M'D CITY JUDGESL ANB TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE JURISDICTION OF CITY COURTS AND FOR THE TRAINING OF 

CITY JUDGES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA'l'E OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-1601, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"11-1601. Pe~!i:ee City court estallished. A ~'l:!i:ee city 

court is established in each city or town, which court must 

always be open, except upon nonjudicial days, and upon such 

days it may transact criminal business only." 

Section 2. Section 11-1602, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"11-1602. Jurisdiction of ~'l:!i:ee city courts. The 

~i!i:ee city court has concurrent jurisdiction with the 

t~seiee justices' court ef-e~e-peaee of ehe-fellew~~~-p~~l!i:e 

effe~ses-eeMM!i:eee~-v!i:eh!i:ft-ehe-ee~ftey~ 

ii*-~hefe-vhere-ehe-vs~~e-ei-ehe-see~eft--preperey--~eee 

see-exeeee-ese-haft~ree-f!i:fey-ee'l:iars-*$'1:5&t~ 

i2t--~se~le--a~--haeeery7--ftee--ehar~ed--ee-have-bees 
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eemm!i:eee~--apes--s--pae'l:!i:e--effieer--!i:ft-ehe-~isehar~e-ef-his 

eff!i:eia'l:-daey7-er-wieh-!i:fteese-ee-ki'I:'I:T 

f~t-Breaehes-ef-ehe-peaeey-r!i:ees7--effrsyey--ee~!i:ee!i:s~ 

v!i:'l:'l:f~'l:--!i:ft;ary-ee-preperey7-Sftd all misdemeanors punishable 

by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or by 

imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or by both fine 

and irnprisonmentT under the following conditions: 

f~t---Preeeedift~s---reepeee!i:ft~---¥e~rftfte87---'l:ewdy---er 

~~seraer'l:y--persefteT-S~eh-effeftees-m~se-&e-preeeeaeea-!i:ft-ehe 

fteMe-ef-ehe-s~a~e-ef-Meft~SftST 

f6t-Peeee&s!i:eft-ef-eeer-er-'l:!i:~~er-ey-peraefta--aftaer--ehe 

a~e---ef---e!i:~h~eeft--f'l:8t--yeers--ift--¥ie~ae~eft--ef--aee~!i:eH 

9~-~6-'I:Q~~2T 

f~t-Se'l:'l:ift~7-~i¥~ft~-sway-er-d!i:epes~ft~--ef~-ifteeMieaeis~ 

~!i:~aer-~e-m!i:ftera-!i:ft-¥ie'l:ee!i:eft-ef-see~eft-9~-~§-'1:86T 

~he--pe2!i:ee--eeer~--aha~'l:--ha¥e--fte-t~ied~e~~eft-ef-afty 

eiv~2-ee~sey-eKeep~-ae-ee~erw~se-pre¥~des-hy-2svT 

(1) Any action charging the commission of an offense 

within the city or town limits in violation of a city or 

town ordinance shall be brought in the name of the city or 

town as the plaintiff and against the accused as the 

defendant. 

(2) Any other action brought for violatibn of a state 

law within the city shall be brought in the name of the 

state of Montana as the plaintiff and against the accused as 

-2- H3 229 
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the defendant. 

(3) Application for search warrants and complaints 

charging the commission of a felony may be filed in the city 

or town court and when they are so filed the city judge 

shall have the same jurisdiction and responsibility as a 

justice of the P!ace, including the holding of a preliminary 

7 hearing. The city attorney may file an application for a 

8 search warrant or a complaint charging the commission of a 

9 felony when the offense was committed within the city 

10 limits. The county attorney, however, must handle any 

11 action after a defendant is bound over to district court.~ 

12 Section 3. Section 93-411, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

13 read as follows~ 

14 •93-411. Pei~ee City courts. 1!l Pei~ee City courts 

15 are established in incorporated cities and towns, and their 

16, organization, jurisdiction, and powers are provided for in 

17 Titl~ 11. Police court is hereby renamed city court and all 

18 references to police court or police judges in sections of 

19 the Revised Codes of Montana shall be considered amended to 

20 read city court, or city judge. 

21 (2) THERE SHALL BE AN ANNUAL TRAINING SESSION FOR ALL 

22 ELECTED AND APPOINTED JUDGES. THIS TRAINING SESSION, WHICH 
J 

23 MAY BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MONTANA MAGISTRATES' 

24 ASSOCIATION CONVENTION, S¥~L BE SUPERVISED BY THE SUPREME 

25 COURT, l>IILEAGE AND PER DIEM SHALL BE PAID THE ELECTED OR 

-3- HB 229 
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APPOINTED JUDGE FOR ATTENDING THE COURSE AND SHALL 3E A 

PROPER CHARGE AGAINST THE CITY WI:ERIUN THE JUDGE HOLDS 

COURT. • 

-End-

-4- HB 229 
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HOUSI: BILl· ilO. 229 

INTRODUCED BY J.i'J.1ES MOORE, FINLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "hll ACT TO MlliND SECTIO;-lS 

ll-1601, 11-160 2 :.;m 93-411 TO REDESIG~~ATE POLICE COURTS A!lD 

POLICE JUDGES AS CITY COURTS A:'D CITY JUDG!::S.!.. ANB TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE JURISDIC';'ION OF Cl'fY COURTS l'.:m FOR TI!I:: Till'.l~HNG OF 

CITY JUDGES." 

BE IT EUACTED EY Tllr. LI:GJ SLATURE OF TI!I: STATE OF MONTi'.NA: 

Section l. Sect.ion ll-1601, R.C.M. 1947, is aroer,ded to 

read as follow~;: 

"11-1601. ?eiS;ee Cit:,: cc.urt established. A ~e:!:iee c) ty 

court is establisheJ. ir: eac,, city or town, vJ~ich court must 

always be open, exc~pt uron nonjudicial ciays, and u>Jon such 

days it may transact crimina::. business only." 

Section 2. Section 11-1()1)2, R.C .. !,1. 1947, is arr:cnded to 

read as follows: 

u1 J -1 ~;0 2. Jurisdiction of p<:}i:i:ee ::i tv courts. ':2l1e 

pe:!:;,ee city court has concurrent jurisdiction •,.;i th t!:1e 

j~st~ee justices' court ef-the-peeee of tae-~e:!:~ew~~~-pHb~~e 

effe~ses-ee~;,tted-w±t~~n-the-eeMnt~~ 

~±t-~heft-wkere-the-~a:!:He-ef-tbe-steien--preperty--eeea 

net-el'!eeet1-e~ne-hHndred-fift"·"dej.:;.ere-~~i5<;t.,. 

+ilt--AssaHi<t--an<3.--batter~7 -·-net--ekar~e<3.--te-have-t>ee!'l 
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liB 0229/')3 

eeMMi<ttea-~~n-a-p~b~±e-effieer--~n--tfte--e±eehar~e--ef--hia 

eff±e±a!-<3.Hty7-er-w~eH-intent-~e-~iiiT 

~3t--Breaehee--ef-tfte-peaee7-rietaT-affraysT-eeMMittin~ 

w~iif~i-inojHry-te-preperty7 -a1'!<i all misdemeanors punishable 

by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or by 

imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or by both fine 

and imprisonment.,. under the following conditions: 

~+t---P~eceediH~e---respeetin~---va~rants;---iew<iT---er 

eiserder~y-perseneT-SUeh-effenses-MHSt-be-preseeHte<i-±1'!--~e 

naae-e£-~e-s~~e-ef-Men~na.,. 

~5t--Pesseesien--ef-&eer-er-ii~Her-by-pe~nene-~nder-~e 

a~e--ef--ei~hteen--~i8t--reara--in--v±eia<tien---ef---seetien 

94-:35-i96Til':' 

~6t--Seii±ng7--~ivin~-away-er-o±epesing-ef-inte~;,eat~ft~ 

ii~~e~-~e-m~fters-~n-vieiatieft-e~-~ee~~on-94-:3S-:!:96~ 

~he-~ei~ee-eeHrt-shai:!:--have--fte--jM~~se±e~ien--e~--any 

e~vii-eaHse;-eHee~t-as-ethe~w~se-p~Bviaee-by-isw~ 

(1) Any action charging the commission of an offense 

within the city or town limits in violation of a city or 

town ordinance shall be brought in the name of the city or 

town as the plaintiff and against the accused as the 

defendant. 

(2) Any other action brought for violation of a state 

law within the city shall be broug!1t in the name of the 

state of Montana as the plaintiff ann against the accused as 

-2- liB 229 
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tbe 4e~eJ:ldant~ 

{3) Application for search warrants and complaints 

chargj.ng the commission of a felony may be filed in the city 

or town court and when they are so filed the city jud9e 

shall have the same jurisdiction and responsibility as a 

6 justice of the peace, including the holding· of a preliminary 

7 hearing. The city attorney may file an application for a 

8 search warrant or a complaint charging the commission of a 

9 felony when the offense was committed within the city 

10 limits. The county attorney, however, must handle any 

11 action after a defendant is bound over to district court.• 

12 Section 3. Section 93-411, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 "93-411. Peiiee City courts. J..!l. Pe;!:;.ee City courts 

15 are established in incorporated cities and towns, and their 

16 organization, jurisdiction, and powers are provided for in 

17 Title 11. Police court is hereby renamed city court and all 

18 references to police court or police judges in sections of 

19 the Revised Codes of Montana shall be considered amended to 

20 read city court, or city judge. 

21 {2) THERE SHALL BE AN Al'lNUAL TRAINING SESSION FOR ALL 

22 ELECTED AND APPOINTED JUDGES. THIS TRAINING SESSION, WHICH 

23 

24 

25 

MAY BE HELD Hl CONJUNCTION WITH THE M<MTANA MAGISTRATES' 

ASSOCIATION CONVE:~TIO:"', SHALL BE SUPERVISED BY THE SUPREME 

COURT. MILEAGE· AND PER DIEt1 SHALL BE PAID THE ELECTED OR 

-3- HB 229 
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APPOINTED JUDGE FOR 

PROPER CHARGE AGAINST 

COURT." 

ATTENDING 

THE CITY 

-End-

-4-
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THE COURSE AND SHALL BE A 

WHEREIN THE JUDGE HOLDS 

HB 229 


