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A BILL FOR fu~ ACT ENTITLED: "fu'l ACT Al-JE~W IN G SECTION 

2o-215, R.C.M. 1947, TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF ARTIFICIAL 

LIGHTS OF GREATER LU!UNAI.'ICE THAI.~ • 75 CA..~DLEPOwER /l±iiLE 

dUciTING ,1QN-GA!1Z BIRDS AND fuHMALS; Ai'W POOVIDii~G A 

PEi~ALITY." 

3E IT E;<ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-215, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"26-215. Exemption from general provisions. +ar ill 
Tne provisions of the fish and game laws shall not a2ply to 

persons ?Urs~ing, hunting, capturing, shooting, killing, 

taking vr crapping, or attempting to kill, take or trap 

9redac:ory mammals, prairie dogs, ground sq·.Urrels, 

,ackrabbits, gophers, or house sparrows, crows, blackbirds, 

-~~~ies, starlinys and rock doves, which may be pursued, 

n~~tea, taken, killed, shot, trapped, possessed or 

transported at any time except as specifically set fortn 

herein and enforced pursuant to section 26-324 • 

+er ~ It shall be illegal ~e--h~ft~--;aek~aee~~e--eft 

~~i•a~-~afts-wi~-a~~ifieia~-~i~h~-~ft~eee-w~i~~ft-~rmieeieft 

ef--~e--iafteewft~e7--~eeeee--~--e~eft~-ia-eb~aiftee-to hunt, 
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take, capture, shoot, kill, trap (or attempt to do any of 

the foregoing) any animal or bird not subject to section 

26-301 (1), with the aid of an artificial light having a 

luminance greater than .75 candlepower. This subsection 

does not apply to law enforcement officers, federal or state 

employees, or any officer authorized to enforce the game or 

livestock laws of the state, while in the performance of 

their official duties. 

ier Jll Minors under fifteen (15) years of age may 

fish for and take fish, during the open season without a 

license; provided, however, that no nonresident person, 

under the age of fifteen (15) years. shall fish in or on any 

Montana waters without first having obtained a Class B, B-2 

or B-3 fishing license, unless such nonresident person under 

the age of fifteen (15) years shall be in the company of an 

adult in p:>ssession of a valid Hontana fishing license, 

provided that the limit of fish for such nonresident person 

and the accompanying adult combined shall not exceed the 

limit for one adult as established by law or by regulation 

of the commission. 

(4) A person convicted of violating Subsection (2) of 

this section shall be fined not to exceed five hundred 

dollars ($500) or be imprisoned in the county jail for any 

term not to exceed six (6) months, or both. 

-End-
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Objection Raised to 
Adverse Committee Report 

~~cJ B _A~~;..J ,. I ~r 
WOODUCED BY I< ..L... =NO. J.'lS: -;'~- u,. 

lffi /1). &ud ~ ~~ 
A BILL FOR AN Acr ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

26-215, R.C.M. 1947, TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF ARTIFICIAL 

LIGHTS OF GREATER LUMINANCE THAN • 75 CANDLEPOWER W!ULE 

tiUi~TIC<G .wN-GA!1E BIRDS AND A."UMALS; AND PROVIDING A 

PENALITY.• 

3E IT Ei~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF b'DNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-215, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"26-215. Exemption from general provisions. ~eT 1!L 
The provisions of the fish and game laws shall not apply to 

persons pursuing, hunting, capturing, shooting, killing, 

taking or trapping, or attempting to kill, take or trap 

predatory ma!iUilals, prairie dogs, ground squirrels, 

jackrabbits, gophers, or house sparrows, crows, blackbirds, 

magpies, starlings and rock doves, which may be pursued, 

hunted, taken, killed, shot, trapped, possessed or 

transported at any time except as specifically set forth 

herein and enforced pursuant to section 26-324. 

teT ~ It shall be illegal ~e--ft~ft~--;ee~~ftbbi~e--oft 

pri¥e~e-~efte-wi~-e~~iiieie~-~i~ft~-~ft~ess-w~i~~eft-~~issieft 

ei--~e--~«Heewft~e;--~eseee--~--e~eft~-is-ee~aiftee-to hunt, 
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take, capture, shoot, kill, trap (or attempt to do any of 

the foregoing) any animal or bird not subject to section 

26-301 (1), with the aid of an artificial light having a 

lmninance greater than • 75 candlepower. This subsection 

does not apply to law enforcement officers, federal or state 

employees, or ~ny_ o_fficer_autl'lorized_ to en~orce the game or 

livestock laws of the state, while in the performance of 

their official duties. 

~e~ 11L Minors under fifteen (15) years of age may 

fish for and take fish, during the open season without a 

license; provided, however, that no nonresident person, 

under the age of fifteen (15) years, shall fish in or on any 

Montana waters without first having obtained a Class B, B-2 

or B-3 fishing license, unless such nonresident person under 

the age of (ifteen (15) years shall be in the company of an 

adult in possession pf a valid Montana fishing license, 

provided that the limit of fish for such nonresident person 

and the accompanying adult combined shall not exceed the 

limit for one adult as established by law or by regulation 

of the commission. 

{4) A person convicted of violating subsection (2) of 

this section shall be fined not to exceed five hundred 

dollars ($500) or be imprisoned in the countY jail for any 

term not to exceed six {6) months, or both. 

-End-

-2-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 195 

INTRODUCED BY KVAALEN, W. BAETH, MAGONE, FAGG, 

KROPP, HUBING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

26-215, R.C.M. 1947, TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF ARTIFICIAL 

LIGHTS OF GREATER LUMINANCE ,,IAN • 75 CANDLEPOWER WHILE 

HUNTING H9N-6AMB NONGAME BIRDS AND ANIMALS; AND PROVIDING A 

PENh~~~¥ PENALTY." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-215, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"26-215. Exemption from general provisions. ~at l!L 

The provisions of the fish and game laws shall not apply to 

persons pursuing, hunting, capturing, shooting, killing, 

taking or trapping, or attempting to kill, take or trap 

predatory mammals, prairie dogs, ground squirrels, 

jackrabbits, gophers, or house sparrows, crows, blackbirds, 

magpies, starlings and rock doves, which may be pursued, 

hunted, taken, killed, shot, trapped, possessed or 

transported at any time except as specifically set forth 

herein and enforced pursuant to section 26-324. 

~et J1l It shall be illegal ee--ft~~e--;aek~aee~es--eft 

pri¥aee-~afta-wie~-a~e~~~e~a±-±~he-~~±ess-w~~eeeft-~erM~ssie~ 
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e£-ehe-±aftaewne~s7-±essee-er--a~e~e--~a--eeea~fte~ to hunt, 

take, capture, shoot, kill, trap (or attempt to do any of 

the foregoing) any WILD animal or bird not subject to 

section 26-301 (1), with the aid of an artificial light 

having -~ _l~i_nance grea~er th~ll ____._12_ canc:Ile()Qwer. This 

subsection does not apply to law enforcement officers, 

federal or state employees, or any officer authorized to 

enforce the game or livestock laws of the state, while in 

the pe'rformance of their official duties. 

~et ilL Minors under fifteen (15) years of age may 

fish for and take fish, during the open season without a 

license; provided, however, that no nonresident person, 

under the age of fifteen (15) years, shall fish in or on any 

Montana waters without first having obtained a Class B, B-2 

or B-3 fishing license, unless such nonreqident person under 

the age of fifteen (15) years shall be in the company of an 

adult in possession of a valid Montana fishing license, 

provided that the limit of fish for such nonresident person 

and the accompanying adult combined shall not exceed the 

limit for one adult as established by law or by regulation 

of the commission. 

(4) A person convicted of violating subsection (2) of 

this section shall be fined not to exceed five hundred 

dollars ($500) or be imprisoned in the county jail for any 

term not to ~xceed six (6) months, or both." 

-End-
-2- HB 195 



March 4, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES AND FISH AND GAME 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 195 

That House Bill No. 195, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 8. 
Strike: "HUNTING NONGAME BIRDS AND ANIMALS" 
Insert: "in possession of a firearm or other implement capable 

of killing wildlife or domestic animals" 

2. Amend section 1, page 1, line 14. 
Following: " (1)" 
Strike: Subsections 1 and 2 in their entirety 
Insert: "It shall be unlawful for any person or one (1) or 

more of a group of persons together to throw or cast 
the rays of a spotlight having a luminance of greater 
than .75 candlepower or other artificial light into 
any field, pasture, woodland, forest or prairie 
wherein wildlife or domestic livestock may be, or 
may be reasonably expected to be, while having in 
his possession or their possession or under control 
a firearm or other implement whereby any wildlife 
or domestic animal could be killed by aid of an arti
ficial light; provided, however, that all officers 
authorized to enforce the game and livestock laws of 
the state of Montana and all landowners or their agents, 
while on their own lands in connection with their 
legitimate activities, and employees of such landowners 
and agents shall be exempt from the provisions of this 
act." 

Renumber: Subsequent subsections 
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HOUSE BILL .c'IO. 1J5 

I:<TRODUCED BY KVAALEN, N. BAETH, i1AGONE, FAGG, 

KROPP, HUBI~G 

A BILL FOR A:"l ACT E:<TITLED: "A"I ACT A."'';"miNG SECTION 

26-215, R.C.M. 1947, TO PROHIBIT THE HSB-91"-AR'l''EF'E€'EM> 

b'f6H'l'S CASTI:<G OF SPOTLIGHTS OF GRI:ATER LUMDIA~CE THA:< • 7 5 

CANDLEPOWER ATTACHED TO A ~10TORIZED VEHICL~ WHILE H8H'l''EN6 

~9N-SAMB N9H6AMB B'ERBS--ANB--AN'EMAbS IN POSSESSION OF A 

FIREARM OR OTHBR IMPLEMENT CAPABLE OF KILLING WILDLIFE OR 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS; AND PROVIDING A PBNAb'E'l'Y PENALTY~" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTN,A: 

Section 1. Section 26-215, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"26-215. Exemption from general provisions. ~at Jll 

'l'he-previs~efts-e~-~~e-~ieh-afte-~ame-±awe-eha±±-fte~-a~~±y--~e 

pereeee--p~~e~ift~7--~~ft~~ft~;--ea~~~rift~7--e~ee~ift~7-~~±±ift~T 

~~ie~-er-~rappift~;-er-a~~emp~ift~--~e--ki~±;--~a~e--er--~rap 

presa~ery---mamma±eT---~rairie---se~e;---~re~fte---e~~irre±eT 

jaekrahbi~e;-~ephere7-er-he~ee-e~arrewe;-erewe7--b±ae~birae7 

ma~piee;--e~ar±ift~e--aes--reek--aevee7-whieh-ma~-be-p~re~ea7 

h~etea7--~akeft;--k~±±ea7---e~e~7---~rappea7---peeeeesea---er 

~raeeper~ea--at--aft~--~ime--eKeept-ae-epee~~iea±±~-set-~erth 

hereift-aea-eeferees-p~re~aet-te-eeet~ee-~&-3~4~ 
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~bt ~~t it-efta±~-be-i~±e~a±--te--h~ft~--;aekra~eite--eft 

private-±aee-wi~h-artifieia±-±i~h~-~e±eee-writteft-permiseieft 

ef--the--±aeaewftere7--±eeeee--er--a~eet-ie-ebtaieea te-h~et7 

take;-eaP!~reT-eheetT-~±±~7-trer-~er-a~temrt-~e--ae--eft~--e€ 

the--~ereleie,t--eey WibB ae~ma±--er--bira--eet-e~e;eet-te 

~eetiee-~~-3@%-~±t7-with-the--e~a--ef--ae--ertifieia~--±~~ht 

hev~e~--a--±~~~eaeee--,reater--theft--~~5--eaee~erewerT--'l'hi~ 

e~beee~ieft-aeee--fte~--ep~±y--te--±~w--eftfereemee~--ef~ieere7 

feaere~--er--e~ete--emp~eyee~ 7--er-eey-errieer-~~~Reri~ea-te 

eft~eree-the-~ame-er-±i¥eetee~-~aws-er-the--et~te7--w~i~e--~e 

~e--per£ermeftee--er--~heir--effie~~%--a~t~ee~ IT SHALL BE 

UNLAivFUL FOR ANY PERSON OR ONE ( 1) OR MORE OF A GROUP OF 

PERSONS TOGETHER TO THROW OR CAST THE RAYS OF A SPOTLIGHT 

HAVING A LUMIN&~CE OF GREATER THAN .75 CANDLEPOWER SR--S'l'HBR 

AR'l'iP~€'EAi>--'b~6H'l' ATTACHED TO OR CAST FR0:-1 A '!OTORIZED 

VEHICLE I:~TO A.'IY FII::LD, PASTURE, WOODLAND, FOREST OR PRAIRIE 

WHEREIN WILDLIFE OR DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK MAY as, OR MAY SE 

REASO:-lABLY t:XPECT"::D TO >-::, ·.miL."S RAVING IN HIS POSSESSIOL-l 09. 

THEIR POSSESSION OR UNDER CONTROL A FIREARM OR OTHER 

IMPLE!1ENT \'lo!ERE3Y A:IY :-IILDLIFE OR D0!1ESTIC A'H1-1AL COULD BE 

KILLED BY AID OF A.'l ARTIFICIAL LIGHT; PROVIDED, HO,•ffiVER, 

THAT ALL OFFICERS AUTHORIZED TO ENFORCE Tl!E GA"!E AND 

LIVSS'roc:c LA:IS OF T:IE STATE OF HONTANA AND ALL LA"'DO''i"''ERS 1 

LESSEES, OR THEIR AGE'lTS, WHILE ON TcF:IR OT'f LANDS IN 

CON:-lECTION \HTH THEIR LEGITit1ATE ACTIVI'riES 1 AND E'1PLOYBES 

-2- HB 195 
REFERENCE BILL ~~~-
THIRD Printing - Conference Committee Report Included 



HB 0195/04 

1 OF SUCH LANDOWNERS, LESSEES, AND AGENTS SHALL BE EX~MPT FROM 

2 THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT. 

3 (2) PROVIDED THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL NOT 

4 APPLY \iHERE THE HEADLIGHTS OF A MOTOR VEHICLE, OPERATING AND 

5 PROCEEDING IN A NORMAL MANNER, ON ANY HIGffi~AY OR ROArnqAY 

6 CAST A LIGHT UPON SUCH ANIMAL ON OR ADJACENT TO THE HIGHWAY 

7 OR ROADWAY, AND THERE IS NO INTENT OR ATTEMPT TO LOCATE TIIAT 

8 ANIMAL. 

9 ~eti~t~:t(3) Minors under fifteen (15) years of age 

10 may fish for and take fish, during the open season without a 

11 license; provided, however, that no nonresident person, 

12 under the age of fifteen (15) years, shall fish in or on any 

13 Montana waters without first having obtained a Class B, B-2 

14 or B-3 fishing license, unless such nonresident person under 

15 the age of fifteen (15) years shall be in the company of an 

16 adult in possession of a valid Montana fishing license, 

17 provided that the limit of fish for such nonresident person 

18 and the accompanying adult combined shall not exceed the 

19 limit for one adult as established by law or by regulation 

20 of the commission. 

21 ~4t~~t(4) A person convicted of violating subsection 

22 (2} of this 5ection shall be fined not to exceed five 

23 hundred dollars ($500) or be imprisoned in the county jail 

24 for any term not to exceed six (6) months, or both." 

-End-

-3- HB 195 
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