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()/~t"Zt.0-1-->lL~~-o.e.J BILL NO. ;li2!/ 
I'" ~ -

INTRODUCED BY t\~'i( cf-" .< b£ by ¥' 1' If' A {~>-- / .;;r;ix£'-1 ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT A.'1!0!1DING SECTION 

41-16 05, R. c.:!. 194 7, AUTHORIZING THE COMi1ISSIONER OF LABOR 

TO INVESTIGATE LABOR VIOLATIONS AND INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS TO 

ENFORCE LABOR LAWS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of' ~!Ol':'r&-'iA: 

Section l. Section 41-1605, ,,.C._oc. 1947, is aD'-entied to 

read as follows: 

"41-1605. Duties of uepart:nent. ill The departr.:ent of 

labor and industry shall be cl<aryecl with t:1e duty of 

enforcing all the laws of Montana relating to hours of 

labor, conditions of labor, prosecution of employers who 

default in payment of wages, protection of employees, all 

laws relating to child labor regulatinq the employment of 

cnildren in any manner, and to administer the laws of the 

state relating to free employment offices:-, anu all L;c;or 

laws enacted by legislation. 

(2) In discharging the duties iit•t)OSeC u ccc; the 

department of labor and industry, the commissioner of labor 

and industry may administer oaths, exar.,ine witnesses :meier 

oath, take depositions or cause same to De taken, dcfutize 
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any citizen eighteen (18) years of age or older to serve 

subpoenas upon witnesses, and issue subpoenas for the 

attendance of witnesses before him in the same manner as for 

attendance before district courts. The commissioner of 

labor and industry may likewise inspect any mine, factory, 

workshop, smelter, mill, warehouse, elevator, foundry, 

machine shop, or other industrial establishment, and any 

person who refuses the commissioner admission to any of the 

industrial establishments herein enumerated when admission 

is requested for the purpose of inspection, or who shall, 

when requested by the commissioner, willfully neglect or 

refuse to furnish to him any statistics or other information 

which may be in the possession or under the control of such 

person, or who shall refuse to obey any subpoena issued by 

the commissioner, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 

punished accordingly. Nothing herein contained shall in any 

manner confer upon the commissioner of labor and industry 

the authority to interfere in any manner with the conduct of 

the matters under the control of the workmen's compensation 

division, nor shall the commissioner be charged with the 

duty of enforcing any of the laws of the state of Montana 

pertaining to the affairs of the workmen's compensation 

division, nor with the enforcement of the safety provisions 

of the Workmen's Compensation Act.w 

Section 2. This act is effective on passage and 

-2- I -i /.~· / ......._ _/ 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 164 

INTRODUCED BY r1ENAHA..'I" 

Approved by Co11eittee 
on Labor & Employment 
Relations 

{BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMENT OF k'\BOR l'.ND INDUSTRY) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN JI.CT l'J1ENDING SECTION 

41-1605, R.C.M. 1947, AUTHORIZING THE cmmiSSIONER OF LABOR 

TO INVESTIGATE LABOR VIOLATIONS AND INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS TO 

ENFORCE LABOR LAWS; A..ND PROVIDING lll1 H!MEDIATE ZFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE Lf:GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF :mNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-1605, R.C.H. 194), is amended to 

read as follows: 

"41-1605. Duties of department. i!L The department of 

labor and industry shall be charged with the duty of 

enforcing all the laws of Montana relating to hours of 

labor, conditions of labor, prosecution of employers who 

default in payment of wages, protection of ~~ployees, all 

laws relating to child labor regulating the employment of 

children in any manner, and to administer the laws of the 

state relating to free a~ployment offices~, and all STATE 

labor laws enacted by legislation. 

(2) In discharging the duties ir.1posed upon the 

deoartment of labor and industrv, the COml'lissioner of labor 

an<i industry 'nay administer oati1s, exa~1ine witnesses under 
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oa.th, take depositions or cause same to be taken, deputize 

any citizen eighteen (18) years of age or older to serve 

subpoenas upon witnesses, and issue subpoenas for the 

attendance of witnesses before him in the same manner as for 

attendance before district courts. The commissioner of 

labor and industry may likewise inspect any mine, factory, 

,.10rkshop, smelter, mill, warehouse, elevator, foundry, 

machine shop, or other industrial establishment, and any 

person · who refuses the commissioner admission to any of ~~e 

industrial esLablishments herein enumerated ~hen admission 

is requested for the purpose of inspection, or who shall, 

when requested by the commissioner, willfully neglect or 

refuse to furnish to him any statistics or other information 

which may be in the possession or under the control of such 

person, or who shall refuse to obey any subooena issued by 

the commissioner, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 

punished accordingly. Nothing herein contained shall in any 

manner confer upon the commissioner of labor and industry 

the authority to interfere in any manner with the conduct of 

the matters under the control of the workmen's compensation 

division, nor shall the commissioner ne charged with the 

duty of enforcing any of the lavm of t'le stilte of Nontana 

pertaining to the affairs of the workmen's. cc:r.,oensation 

division, nor with the enforcement of th2 safetv ;_,revisions 

of the '·iorkE\en' s Compensation :\ct. ;W'I'HIKG Vl THIS AC'l' 

~ 2- Hil 164 
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l APPI.IES '1'0 LABOR VIOLATIONS PREEMPT BY FEDERAL LAW OR 

2 REGULATION." 

3 Section 2. This act is effective on passage and 

4 approval. 

-End-

-3- HB 164 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 164 

INTRODUCED BY MENAHAN 

(BY REQUEST OF DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY) 

A BILL FOR liN ACT ENTITLED: "liN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

41-1605, R.C.M. 1947, AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF LABOR 

TO INVESTIGATE LABOR VIOLATIONS AND INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS TO 

ENFORCE LABOR LAWS 1 liND PROVIDING AN IHMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-1605, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"41-1605. Duties of department. J!l The department of 

labor and industry shall be charged with the duty of 

enforcing all the laws of Montana relating to hours of 

labor, conditions of labor, prosecution of employers who 

default in payment of wages, protection of employees, all 

laws relating to child labor regulating the employment of 

children in any manner, and to administer the laws of the 

state relating to free employment officesT, and all STATE 

labor laws enacted by legislation. 

(2) In discharging the duties imposed upon the 

department of labor and industry, the commissioner of labor 

and industry may administer oaths, examine witnesses under 
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oath, take depositions or cause same to be taken, deputize 

any citizen eighteen (18) years of age or older to serve 

subpoenas upon witnesses, and issue subpoenas for the 

attendance of witnesses before him in the same manner as for 

attendance before district courts. The commissioner of 

labor and industry may likewise inspect any mine, factory, 

workshop, smelter, mill, warehouse, elevator, foundry, 

machine shop, or other industrial establishment, and any 

person who refuses the commissioner admission to any of the 

industrial establishments herein enumerated when admission 

is requested for the purpose of inspection, or who shall, 

when requested by the commissioner, willfully neglect or 

refuse to furnish to ~im any statistics or other information 

which may be in the possession or under the control of such 

person, or who shall refuse to obey any subnoena issued by 

the commissioner, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 

punished accordingly. Nothing herein contained shall in any 

manner confer upon the commissioner of labor and industry 

the authority to interfere in any manner with the conduct of 

the matters under the control of the workmen's compensation 

division, nor shall the commissioner be charged with the 

duty of enforcing any of the laws of the state of Montana 

pertaining to the affairs of the workmen's compensation 

division, nor with the enforcement of the safety rrovisions 

of the iirkmen' s Compensation Act. NOTHING IN THIS ACT 

-2- HB 164 



HB 0164/02 -
1 APPLIES TO LABOR VIOLATIONS PREEMPT BY FEDERAL LAW OR 

2 REGULATION,• 

3 Section 2. This act is effective on passage and 

4 approval. 

-End-

-3- HB 164 



Morch 21, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 164 

That House Bill No. 164, third reading, be amended as follows: 

l. Amend page 2, section 1, line 16 and 17. 
Following: "commissioner," 
Strike: "is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 

punished accordingly" 
Insert: "may be punished in proper contempt proceedings" 



April 2, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 164 

That House Bill No. 164, be amended as follows: 

Amend 
dated 

1. 

Senate Committee on Labor and Employment Relations amendments 
March 21, 1975, as follows: 

Amend amendment no. 1. 
Strike: amendment no. 1 in its entirety 

and amend House Bill 164, third reading, as follows: 

2. Amend page 1, section 1, line 25. 
Following: "industry" 
Insert: "or his authorized representative" 

3. Amend page 2, section 1 , line 6 
Following: "likewise" 
Strike: "inspect" 
Insert: "cause to be inspected" 

4. Amend page 2, section 1, lines 8 through 16 and line 17. 
Following: "establishment" 
Strike: "and any person who refuses the commissioner 

admission to any of the industrial establishments herein 
enumerated when admission is requested for the purpose 
of inspection, or who shall, when requested by the 
commissioner, willfully neglect or refuse to furnish to 
him any statistics or other information which may be in 
the possession or under the control of such person, or 
who shall refuse to obey any subpoena issued by the 
commissioner, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
punished accordingly" 
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IcJTRODUCED 3Y HE:~AHA:! 

( 'JY R;.;•2"JEST OF !.JEPART:U::.-lT OF LABOR Al!D IHDUST:<Y) 

A BILL FOR ;\:'l ACT ;:;.<TITLED, "All ACT AME~<DDTG SECTICH 

41-1605, R.C.M. 1947, AU'fiiO.<UZI~G T;LE COM:!ISSIOClER OF LABOR 

•ro LWESTIGATE LABOR VIOLI\.TIONS A~D DlSTITU'I'E PR0CEEDE-lr:iS TO 

Zt'lFORC.t:: LI\.BOR LA•~S; Ai-lD P:~OVIDI~G A.'-l I~L-iEDIATI: t:FFECTIVE 

DATE. u 

BE IT E~ACTED ilY TilE LEGISI.."\TURE OF Tiill STATE OF MOi'lTAHA: 

Section 1. Section 41-1605, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"41-1605. Duties of department. i!l Tne depar~ment of 

labor and industry si1all be charged wi tl1 the duty of 

enforcing all tlle laws of Hont.aila. relating to :tours of 

labor, conditions of labor, J?rosec.l tion of em;:>loyers .. ,lo 

defa.1lt in payment oE ·,.ages, protection o£ em~>lcqees, all 

laws relating to caild labor reg.1lating ti1e em?loymen t of 

c.1ildren in any manner, anu to ad;ninister ti1e la.ws of tne 

state relating to free employment offices~, and all STATe 

lanor la.-1s enacted :Jf lagL;lation. 

(2) In dL;cnarging tl1e Jutie..; im2osed upon tne 

de,)a.rtment of laoor and industry, bt<! co~m~issioner of la.Oor 

and industry OR HIS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE may ac.L.unL;car 
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oaths, examine witnesses under oath, take depositions or 

cause same to be taken, deputize any citizen eighteen (18) 

years of aae or older to serve subooenas unon '·;i tnesses, anc. 

issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses before him 

in the sacle manner as for attendance before district courts. 

The conrnissioner of labor and industry may likewise iftseee~ 

CAUSE TO BE INSPECTED any mine, factory, workshop, smelter, 

mill, v1arehouse, elevator, foundrv, machine shop, or other 

industrial establishment, aRa-afty--perseft--whe--re~~ees--~he 

ee~~ssiefter----a~ies~eft---~e---afty---e~---~e---ifta~aeria~ 

ee~ah~iekMeft~e-here~ft-eftHMeraeea-wheft-a~iesieft-is-reg~ee~ee 

~er-~e-~~~eee-er-iftseeeeieftT-er-whe-eha~~7-wh~--re~~ee~ee 

8y--ehe-ee~iee~efterT-wi~~~~~~y-fte,~ee~-er-re~~ee-ee-~~rftieh 

ee-a~m-afty-eeeeieeies-er-eeher-ift~ermae~eR-whieh-~ay--ee--ift 

ehe--eeeeeee~eft--er-~fteer-~he-eeftere~-e~-s~eh-tereeftT-er-whe 

sha~~--re£~se--ee--eeey---aBy---e~e~eefta---ise~ea---ey---~he 

eeMM~eeiefterT--is--,~i~ey---e~--e--m~saeMeefter--eft6-ehe~i-ee 

p~Biehe&-aeeereift~~y ~A¥--EE--PHN~6HEB--~N--P~ePER--€eN~EHP~ 

P~8€EEB~~~~ ~s-~~i~ey-e~-a-miseeMeafter-afte-sha~~-ee-pHftiehee 

aeeer"~""~':!'. :!oth!.n.'J herein c:ontained sl-lall in anv r.anner 

confer upon the C01"">Jl1issione~ of lubor an~..l industry the 

aut~critv to inter~cre in 2;1y ~anner t·1ith the conduct o~ th~ 

matters under t''"' control oj= the workmen's col".oensation 

division, nor shall the COr'l'lissioner 1-:>e ch"-rged ,,,i th the 

cutv of en forcinq any of the la'"s of the state of Montana 

-2- !IB 164 
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1 pertaining to the affairs of the "'orkmen' s conoensation 

2 division, nor with the enforcement of the safety provisions 

3 of the WorkMen's Conpensation Act. NOTHING IN THIS ACT 

4 APPLIES TO LABOR VIOLATIONS PREEMPTED IlY FEDERAL LJ\'•7 OP 

5 PBGULATION.• 

6 

7 

Section 2. This act is effective on oassage 

approval. 

-End-

and 
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