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~) BILL NO. /6/ 

BY~ S3rc4~ ~a. 4 luM~ 
" 

INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AP ACT ENTITLED: "AU ACT TO BE KNOWN AS THE 

l-D:·!TAHA TRAFFIC SAFETY ACT OF 19 75; PROVIDING FOR TEE 

CO~STRUCTIO!l OF FOOTPATHS AL'lD BICYCLE TRAILS ALO~iG 

HIGHWAYS." 

BE IT ENJ>C'l';:;D BY THE LEGISLA'l'liRE OF THE STAT:<; OF MONTAN.i'.: 

Sectio~ 1. Short titla. This act may be cited as the 

"Montana Traffic Safety Act of 1975." 

Section 2. Definition. As used in this act, "bicycle 

trail" means a publicly owneci and ll'aintai~eC:. lane or way 

designatec'. anC:. signe(_ for use as a bicycle route. 

Section 3. Footpaths and bicycle trails to be 

establishe~~ funcli:1.g. (1) Out of th~ func1 s received by 

the highway commission or by any county or city fro~ the 

stata highway commission eannarl~eli reve:1ue fund, reasonable 

amou .. '::s shall be S>::pe:-,c.::-.: as n2c:::ssary for tl-lE· estaJ-:-lis'u;-,e:l':: 

of footpaths a:-w bicycle traiis. Foct:oat:~s and bicycle 

trails s~1all be e:3tablishec anC. extanc:e( to t~H~ nearest city 

or toYln or tenninatio~ .. :;oirt of -t~lc highHc.y or road wherever 

a ;-dghway, road, or s-'..:re..::t is ~eing constructed, 

reconstructed, or relocat~L. Ir. adc.i tion, footpat;,s and 

.>lcy-:;:1,-, trails shall be es ':ablished alar," all streets uncier 
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state jurisdiction. Funds received from t~e earmarkec 

revenue fund may also CJe e:<pende(; to maintain footpaths and 

bicycle trails along other highways, roads,_ and streets and 

in parks and recreation areas where t:'1e construction would 

eru1ance traffic safety and convenience. Footpat.'J.s and 

bicycle trails shall be constructed along all sections of 

the national defense interstate highway system within a 

reasonable time after the completion of that system. 

(2) Footpaths and trails are not required to be 

established under subsection (1) of this section: 

(a) if the cost of establishinq the paths and trials 

would be excessively disproportionate to the need or 

probable use; or 

(b) where sparsity of population, other available 

ways, or other factors indicate an absence of any need for 

the paths and trails. 

(3) The amount expended by the cor.unission or by a city 

or county as required or permitted by this section shall 

never in any one (1) fiscal year be less than one percent 

(1%) of the funds receivec from t.":le state highway commission 

earmarked revenue fund. However: 

(a) this subsection does not apply to a city in any 

year in \vhic;, the one percent (!%) equals two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250) or less, or to a county in any year in which 

the or.e percent ( l%) equals one thousand" five hundred 
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1 dollars ($1,500) or less. 

2 (b) a city or county in lieu of expending the funds 

3 each year may credit the funds to a financial reserve or 

4 special fund to be held for not more than ten (10) years, 

5 and to be expended for the purpose required or permitted by 

6 this section. 

7 Section 4, Duties of department of highways. The 

8 establishment of paths and trails and the expenditure of 

9 funds as authorized by this act is for the promotion of 

10 traffic safety on the highways, roads, and streets of the 

11 state. The highway commission shall, when requested, 

12 provide technical assistance and advice to cities and 

13 counties in carrying out the purpose of this act. The 

14 departma,t of highways shall recommend construction 

15 standards for footpaths and bicycle trails. The department 

16 shall provide a uniform system of signing footpaths and 

17 . bicycle trails which shall apply to peth~ ~ trails ~4er 

18 the jurisdiction of the co~ssion ano cities and COQnties. 

19 The com.dssion aad cities and counties shall restrict the 

20 use of footpaths ana bicycle trails under their jurisdiction 

21 to pedestxians aad nonmotorized vehicles to the maximum 

22 possible extent. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

~) BILL NO. /6/ 
INTRODUCED BYf?;.lOJ..-<3~ ~ a. JJyM~ 

d 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "ILl-< ACT TO BE KNOWN AS THE 

MONTANA TRAFFIC SAFETY ACT OF 19751 PROVIDING FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF FOOTPATHS AND BICYCLE TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHWAYS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUllE OF THE STATE OF MONTANJI.: 

Section 1. Short title. This act m~ be cited as the 

"Montana Traffic Safety Act of 1975." 

Section 2. Definition. As used in this act, •bicycle 

trail" means a publicly owned and maintained la;e or way 

designated anc signed for use as a bicycle route. 

Section 3. Footpaths and bicycle trails to be 

established funding. (1) Out of the funcs received by 

the highway conunission or by any county or city from the 

state highway commission earmarked reYe'1Ue fund, reasonable 

amounts shall be e::pended as necessary for the establis'.1me:1t 

of footpaths and bicycle trails. Footpaths and bicycle 

trails shall be established and extendec~ to the nearest city 

or town or termination point of U1e highway or roa6 wherever 

a highway, road, or s~re:ct is Lein9 constructed, 

reconstructed, or relocated. In adcii tion, footpat;ls and 

bicycle trails shall be established along all stre0ts undPr 
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state jurisdiction. Funds received from the earmarked 

revenue fund may also be expended to mair:_tain footpaths and 

bicycle trails along other highways, roads, and streets and 

in parks and recreation areas where the construction would 

enhance traffic safety and convenience. Footpaths and 

bicycle trails shall be constructed along all sections of 

the national defense interstate highway system within a 

rea~onable time after the completion of that system. 

{2) Footpaths and trails are not required to be 

established under subsection (1) of this section: 

(a} if the cost of establishing the paths and trials 

would be excessively disproportionate to the need or 

probable use; or 

(b) where sparsity of population, other available 

ways, or other factors indicate an absence of any need for 

the paths and trails. 

(3) The amount expended by the commission or by a city 

or county as required or permitted by this section shall 

never in any vne (1) fiscal year be less than one percent 

(1%) of the funds received from the state highway commission 

earmarked revenue fund. However: 

(a) this subsection does not apply to a city in any 

year in which the one percent {1%) equals two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250) or less, or to a county in any year in which 

the one percent (1%) equals one thousan0 five hundred 
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1 dollars ($1,500) or less. 

2 {b} a city or county in lieu of expending the funds 

3 each year may credit the funds to a financial reserve or 

4 special fund to be held for not more than ten (10) years, 

5 and to be expended for the purpose required or permitted by 

6 this section. 

7 Section 4. Duties of department of highways. The 

B establishment of paths and trails and the expenditure of 

9 funds as authorized by this act is for the promotion of 

10 traffic safety on the highways, roads, and streets of the 

11 state. The highway commission shall, when requested, 

12 provide technical assistance and advice to cities and 

13 counties in carrying out the purpose of this act. The 

14 department of highways shall reconnnend · construction 

15 standards for footpaths and bicycle trails, The department 

U shall provide a uniform system of signing footpaths and 

17 bicycle trails which shall apply to paths and trails under 

18 the jurisdiction of the commission and cities and counties. 

19 The commission and cities and counties shall restrict the 

20 use of footpaths and bicycle trails under their jurisdiction 

21 to pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles to the maximum 

22 possible extent. 

-End-
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~) BILL NO. /6/ 
INTRODUCED ~-1~ ~a BY~; $3~ • JJyJA~ 

(/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO BE I<NO'iiN J!..S THE 

MOciTANA TRAFFIC SAFETY ACT OF 1975: PROVIDING FOR TPE 

CONSTRUCTIOH OF FOOTPATHS AND BICYCLE TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHWAYS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 'I'HE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. This act may be cited as the 

"Montana Traffic Safety Act of 1975." 

Section 2. Definition. As used in this act, "bicycle 

trail" means a publicly owned and maintained !ar.0 or way 

designated anC signed for use as a bicycle route. 

Section 3. Footpaths and bicycle trails to be 

establishei' fun·.:i:1g. (1) Out of th9 func'.s received by 

the highway commission or by any county or city fro~ the 

stat.:. highway commission earmarl:ed reve;me fund, reasonable 

amounts shall be e~::psnd;cc". as nec:>ssary for t"te establisC'\r.,,:-lt 

of footpaths ru~0 bicycle trails. Foo t:oa t:1 s and :C icy c le 

trails shall be establishec. anc extenCec: to tile nearest city 

or town or termination :ooir::t of the highuu.y or roaC:: wherever 

a :·lighway, road, or street is 0ein0 cons ~ructed, 

reconstructed, or relocat2'". In ad•:.ition, fo-?t)!at;ls an6 

bicycle crails shall be es;:ablished alc"lc: all streets U!'H;er 
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state juris C:iction. Funds r~~eivea from the earmarked 

revenue fund may a~so be e:v.pende<: to maintain footpaths and 

bicycle trails along o~~er highways, roads, and streets and 

in parks and recreation areas where the construction wou~d 

enhance traffic safe-cy and convenience. Footpaths and 

bicycle trails shall be constructed along all sections of 

the national defense interstate highway system within a 

reasonable time after the completion of that system. 

(2) Footpaths and trails are not required to be 

established under subsection (1) of this section: 

(a) if the cost of establishing the patlls and trials 

would be excessively disproportionate to the need or 

probable use; or 

(b) where sparsity of population, other available 

ways, or other factors indicate an absence of any need for 

t;1e paths and trails. 

(3) The amount e~~ended by the commission or by a city 

or county as required or permitten by this section shall 

never in any one (1) fiscal year be less than one percent 

(1%) of the funcs received from the state nighway commission 

earmarked revenue funJ. However: 

(a) this subsection does not apply to a city in any 

year in ~vhic:1 the one percent (l%) equals t.vo hundrec' fifty 

dollars ($25,J) or l~ss, or to a county in any year in which 

the (H) T'"" e']uals five one thousanr 

liB 
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1 ctoil,:;rs !~i;:.tH'l~ or less: 

2 
. -

(b) a city Or COUnty in lieu Of eA~ending ~~e funcs 

3 eac~ year may -e~ecit the ftincs to a financial reserve or 

4 special fund to be held for not more tl1an ten (lO) years, 

5 and to be e~~nde<i for the purf.ose requir'"d or permittee~ by 

6 this sectio~. 

7 Section 4. Duties of department of high,·lays. '!"'he 

8 establishment of paths and trails and the expenditure of 

9 funds as authorize~ by this act is for ~~e promotion of 

10 

11 

trafh~ safety on "i:he highways, i:oads, and streets of the 

state. The hlghwky con;ru_ssion shall, wher, reqtie~ted, 

12 provide technlc~l assistance anc:; advice to cities an(; 

13 counti~~ in ci~rying out tl:e purr:)oile of "this act. The 

14 department oi 'highw'ays shall recori'iniend ·construction 

15 standards for :f~otpaths ima bicycle trails. The department 

16 shall provide a ·uniform system of signing footpaths an<'l 

17 bicy~le t'!r:ails which shall apply to paths and ti·ails under 

18 the jurisdiction of the commission and cities anc counties. 

19 The comrniasio~ and cities and counties shall restrict the 

20 use of footpaths and bicycle trails under their jurisdiction 

21 to pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles to the maximum 

22 possible extent. 

-End-

-3-



March 25, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO, 161 

Thnt House Bill No. 161, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 1, section 3, line 21. 
Strike: "shall" 
lnsert: "may" 

2. Amend page 2, section 3, lines 17 through line 6 on page 3. 

3. 

Following: line 16 
Strike: lines 17 through line 6 on page 3 

Amend page 3, 
Following: 
Insert: 

section 4, line 22. 
"extent" 
", except that the commission, in cooperation 
with local governments, may authorize the 
operation of snowmobiles on designated portions 
of bicycle trails and footpaths when snow 
conditions permit" 

4. Amend page 3, section 4, line 22. 
Following: line 22 
Insert: "Section 5. License fee. There is a license 

fee of three dollars ($3) levied on each bicycle 
owned, by other than a bicycle dealer, in this state. 
This fee shall be collected by the bicycle dealer, 
upon the sale of a bicycle, and remitted monthly, 
in a manner prescribed by the state treasurer, to 
the highway commission earmarked revenue fund noted 
in section 3 of this act. These fees shall be used 
to augment state participation in matching federal 
funds transferred to this state for purposes of 
establishing footpaths and bikeways. 

This fee is valid for a lifetime of the bicycle." 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 161 

INTRODUCED BY KIMBLE, BRADLEY, FAGG, SLOA.:', :J\JSSAULT 

A BILL FOR All ACT ENTITLED: "AN AC'l' TO BE KNOWN AS THE 

HONTANA TRAFFIC SAFETY ACT OF 1975; PROVIDING FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF FOOTPATHS AND BICYCLE TRAILS ALONG 

HIGHI·lAYS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. This act may be cited as the 

"l1ontana Traffic Safety Act of 1975~. 

section 2. Definition. As used in this act, "bicycle 

trail" means a publicly owned and n~intained lane or way 

designated and signed for use as a bicycle route. 

section 3. Footpaths and bicycle trails to be 

established. funding. (1) Out of the funds received by 

the highway comuission or by any county or city from the 

state highway commission earmarked revenue fund, reasonable 

amounts shall be expended as necessary for the establishment 

of footpaths and bicycle trails. Footpaths and bicycle 

trails e~~~~ MAY be established and extended to the nearest 

city or town or termination point of the highway or road 

wherever a highway, road, or street is being constructed, 

reconstructed, or relocated. In aU.uition, footpaths ancl 

bicycle trails shall be established along all streets under 

REFEREN::E BILL ~~..j­

~ 

?. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Secand Pr nt:ng- Canference Report ln:luded 

HB 0161/03 

state jurisdiction. Funds received from the earmarked 

revenue fund may also be expended to maintain footpaths and 

bicycle trails along other highways, roads, and streets and 

in parks and recreation areas where the construction would 

enhance traffic safety and convenience. Footpaths ana 

bicycle trails shall be constructed along all sections of 

the national defense interstate highway system within a 

reasonaole time after the completion of that system. 

(2) Footpaths and trails are not required to Le 

established under subsection (1) of this section: 

(a) if the cost of establishing the paths and trails 

would be excessively disproportionate to the need or 

probable use; or 

(b) where sparsity of population, other available 

ways, or other factors indicate an absence of any need for 

the paths and trails. 

~3t--~~e-aMe~~-e~~efteee-Hy-~he-ee~~~~~eft-er-~y-e-e~~Y 

er-ee~ft~y-a~-req~~~ee-e~-~e~~~~ee--5y--~H~~--eee~~eft--~~~~~ 

fte¥e~--~ft--efty--efte-~~t-£~~e~~-yea~-be-~e~e-e~aft-efte-~e~eeft~ 

~~%t-e£-~~e-£~fte~-~eee~¥ee-£~em-~he-~ea~e-~~~~way-eeMM~~~~e" 

eaPMaPk~-~eveft~e-£~fte~--Hewe¥e~~ 

~at--~h~e-e~eee~~eft-eee~-fte~-e~~~y-~e-a--e~~y--~ft--~fty 

yea~--~H-wh~e~-~~e-efte-~e~eeft~-~~%t-eq~a~e-~we-~~fteree-£~£ey 

ae~~ep~-~~~5&t-eP-~e~eT-eP-ee-a-ee~ft~y-~ft-~fty-yea~-~ft--Wh~eh 

~he--efte--~ePeefte--~~%t--eq~~~~--efte--e~e~~afte--£~¥e-~~ftePee 
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de~~ere-f$~rS99t-er-~eee~ 

fet--e-ei~y-er-ee~~y-~~-~~e~-e~--eKpeft6~~~--~fte--~~ftde 

eeeft--yeer--May--ereei~--~fte-~~~de-~e-e-~i~a~eia±-reeerve-er 

epeeie±-~~ftd-~e-~e-fte~~-~r-~e~-MSre-~ftaft--~e~--f~9t--yeerer 

eftd--~-ee-eMpeftded-~er-~fte-p~rpeee-re~~~reft-er-perM~e~ed-~y 

~k~e-eee~~~T 

(3) THE AMOUNT EXPENDED BY Tllli 89MMiSBr8N-9R-~¥-A-Sr~¥ 

8R-€9~N~¥-AS-RBe~rRB&-8R-PSRMr~~B~--B¥--~HrB--SB€~r8N--SHA~~ 

NSVBR--rN--AN¥--9NB-f±t-PrSSA~-¥BAR-BB-~SB-~HAN-8NB-PBR9BH~ 

f±%t-eF-~HB-P~NBS-RB€BrVBB-PR8H-~HB-S~h~B-H%6HWA¥-€9MMrSSr9H 

BARMhRKBB-RBYB~B-P~NBr--H8WBVBR~ 

fAt--~HrS-SBBSB€~r8N-B8BS-H9~-APP~¥-~9-h--9r~¥--rH--AH¥ 

¥EAR--rH-WHr€H-~HB-9NB-PBR€BH~-f*~t-Be~h~S-~8-H~HBRBB-PrP~¥ 

B8~~RS-f$~;et-eR-~BSBr-9R-~-h-€9BH~¥-rH-hH¥-¥EAR-rH--WHr€H 

~HB--8HB--PBR€BN~--f*~t--se~A~S--9NB--~H9BShHB--Pr~B-H~H~REB 

se~nARS-f$±r;eet-eR-~SSr 

fBt--h-Sr~¥-9R-€9BN~¥-rN-~rB~-8P--B*PBHBrN6--~HB--F~HB6 

Bh€H--¥HAR--HA¥--€RBBr~--~HB-P~HBS-~9-A-PrNANerhb-RBSBR¥E-9R 

6PS€rhb-P~NB-~9-BB-HBbB-P9R-H9~-M9RB-~HAN--~BH--fr9t--¥BARSr 

AHB--~8-~B-BHPHHBBB-P9R-~HH-P~RP8SB-RBe~rRBB-8R-PBHMr~~BB-B¥ 

~!i%S-SB€~%9NT STATE HIGHWAY COHHISSION OR BY A CITY OR 

COUNTY AS REQUESTED OR PER!HTTED BY THIS SECTION SHALL NEVER 

IN ANY ONE ( 1) FISCAL YEAR BE LESS T!iAN THREE-QUARTERS OF 

ONE PERCENT (0. 75%) OF THE AHOUNT APPROPRIATED TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGH\'IAYS FROH THE EARNARKED REVENUE FUND FOR 

-3- HB 161 
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THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAN, HAINTENANCE PROGRAH, AND 

PRECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM. 

Section 4. Duties of department of highways. The 

establishment of paths and trails and the expenditure of 

funds as authorized by this act is for the promotion of 

traffic safety on the highways, roads, and streets of the 

state. The highway commission shall, when requested, 

provide technical assistance and advice to cities and 

counties in carrying out the purpose of this act. The 

department of highways shall recomraend construction 

standards for footpaths and bicycle trails. The department 

shall provide a uniform system of signing footpaths ana 

bicycle trails which shall apply to paths and trails under 

the jurisdiction of the commission and cities and counties. 

Tt1e conunission and cities and counties saall restrict the 

use of footpaths and bicycle trails under their jurisdiction 

to pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles to the h~ximurn 

possible extent, EXCEPT Tl~T THE COMMISSION, IN COOPERATION 

WITH LOCAL GOVERNHENTS, MAY AUTHORIZE THE OPERATION OF 

SNOWMOBILES ON DESIGNATED PORTIONS OF BICYCLE TRAILS AND 

FOOTPATHS WHEN SNOW CONDITIONS PERHIT. 

SB€~r8H-,T--br€BNSS-PEBT-~HBHB--rS--A--br€BHSB--FSB--8F 

~HRBB--B8hhARS--~~~t--~V~BB-9N-BA€H-~%€¥8hB-9WNEB7-B¥-8~HEH 

~~~N-A-B%9¥€hS-BEAb~BRr-rH-~HrS-S~A~B~--~H~S--PBB--SHA~h--BE 

€8b~~e~BB-B¥-~HB-B~€¥€bS-BBhhSRr-~P8W-~HE-8AbB-8F-A-B~€¥€bBr 

-4- hb 161 
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2 ':i'RBi'tStfHI:!RT-"-'8-'I?HE-H'!i6HWA¥-e8HM%6S!:8N-BAFIHAIU<B!'-RE'i'ENBE--F'BHB 

3 N8'1'EB-!:H-SBe!Pr8N-~-8P-'l?H!:S-A8!PT--!PHESE-F'BBS-Si~f>f>-BE-HSEB-!P8 

4 AH6MEN'I?---S~A'I?B--PAH'I?!:E%PA'I'!:8N--rN--Ml't'I?8HrH6--F'BBSHAf>--F'~NBS 

5 !PRi'lNSF'I:!RRE&-!P8--'I?H%6--S'!?A!PS--F'8R--PHHFeSBS--8P--SS!PABf>rSH!:N6 

6 P88'1?PA'I'HS-ANB-Br*EWA'fST 

7 !PHfS-F'BI:!-rS-~AhrB-F8FI-A-f>!:P:S!PfHE-8P-'l?HE-B!:6¥6f>~T 
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