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INTRODUCED BY 

~ct-.1 J BILL ~~0. J¢9 /1. .. ).( 
S"~tfe~Z_ _ Llii!Ki2L ~ lJWI ~ 
_;;?~:?=--

~---,-

A BILL ::'OR lu'l .".CT ENTITLED: "A.N ACT TO Nill:m SECTIONS 

48-143 I 48-146 I 48-149 I R.C.!-1. 19 4 7 I RELATING TO THJ;; hGE, 

:O.ESIDENCE, lU'ID NOTICE nEQUE$~1ENTS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

~:APRIAGE LICErJSES; AND :OEPEALING SECTIONS 48-118.1 J'i.ND 

48-145, ~.c.~. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~:ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 48-143, R.C.~l. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"48-143. Persons capable of marriage -- when consent 

of parent or guardian required special authority for 

underage marriages. (l) Every male person ·.;ho has attained 

the full age of eighteen (18) years or who has obtained the 

permission of the district judge as provided in sub~aragraph 

(3) and every female person who ;,as attained the full age of 

eighteen (18) years or who has obtained the ~ermission o£ 

the district judge as provided in subparagraph (3) shall be 

capable in la~1 of contracting marriage if otherwise 

com?etent. 

(2) If either of the contracting parties is under the 

age of eighteen (18), no license shall be issued 1dt.'"lout the 

consent of his or her parents or guardian, or of the parent 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0532 

having the actual care, custody and control of saiu party, 

given before the clerk of the court under oath, or certified 

under the hands of such parents or guardian as aforesai~ 

attested by two adult witnesses, and properly verified by 

affidavit (or affirmation) before a notary public or other 

official authorized by law. to take affidavits, which 

certificate shall be filed of record in the office of the 

said clerk of court at the time of application for said 

license. If there is no guardian or parent having the actual 

care, custody and control of said party, then the judge of 

the district court in the county where the application is 

pending may, after hearing upon proper cause shovm, make an 

order allowing the marriage of said party. 

(3) A male under the age of ei~~~eeft-~~8t sixteen (16) 

or a female under the age of ei~!ol~eeft-~H!t sixteen (16) may 

lawfully contract to marry and obtain a marriage license if 

there is first procured the consent of the parent or 

guardian as provided in subparagraph (2) and if the district 

judge of the county wherein the application is 'nade, after 

examining the parties under oath, shall decide that it is to 

the best interest o£ such applicant and of the establis:1ed 

public policy of the state of ~lantana, and shall autJ10rize 

the clerk of the court to issue the license in conformance 

with the other provisions of this act." 

Section 2. S:=ction 48-146, ;.c.··'. 1947, is amended to 
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read as follm·.'s: 

"48-146. ~icense requireC for marriage -- place of 

cere~1ony -- county '"here license issued. No :.rel'!~l'll'ta-!!es;,aeft~ 

oerson shall be joined in narriage ,,,i thin this state until a 

license has been obtained for that purpose fraN the clerk of 

the district court. ef--~~e--ee~l'!~y--;,ft--w~;,e~--efte--ef--~ae 

~ar~;,es--naa--rea~<'ie<'i-fer-a~-~eae~-f~ve-~57-fiaye-;,~~ea;,a~e~y 

~r;,er-~e-Ma~;,ft~-a"~~;,ea~;,eft-~nererer 

A license so issued shall authorize a marriage ceremony 

to be performed in the county '"here the license is issued or 

in any other county of this state." 

~f-ee~~-~ar~~ee-ee--l'!eftrea;,aeft~a--er--~~e--s~a~eT--a~ek 

~~eeftse-ma~-ee-ee~a~l\ea-rrem-~ke-e~er~-ef-~he-a;,eer~ee-ee~re 

e£---ehe--ee~ey--where--~he--marr;,a~e--eeremel'!y--~a--~e--he 

~erre~ee.~-~£-efte-e£-a~eh-~rsefts-~e-a--fteft!!ee;,aefte--ef--ehe 

ee~ftey--where--sHeh--~~eeftse--;,a--~e--;,sa~e7-h;,a-~are-ef-~he 

a~~~;,eae~eft-may-he-eem~~eeea-ewerft-~e-~er--a££;,rmea7--eefere 

ehe--~erael'!--a~eheri~ea--ee--aeee~e-aHeh-a~~~~ea~;,efts-;,ft-e~e 

eeH~"~~1-I'll't<'i-e~a~e-~ft-whieh-he-reab<'iesT . 

Section 3. Section 48-149, R.C.". 1947, is amended to 

read as follm<s: 

"48-149. Posting of notice 

objections to marriage -- hearing on 

of application 

objections -- order 

refusing license 

~>~ithout objection 

amendne~t of application -- issuance 

'.¥ai ting neriod. (l) ~~~eaiaee±y--H~eft 
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eft~erift~--eB--a~~~ieaeieft--fer--a--~ieeftae7-~he-e±er~-ef-~he 

aie~rie~-ee~r~-eha±±-~ee~-~ft-h;,e-effiee-a-fte~;,ee-~;,¥~1'!~--ehe 

ftaMes--ftl'!<'i--reaiaefteee-ef-~he-~are;,ee-a~~±yift~-ehere£erT-afte 

ehe-aaee-e£-~he-a~~±iea~;,ei'!T Any parent, grandparent, child, 

or natural guardian thereof if a minor, brother, sister or 

guardian of either of ~he applicants for a license, or 

either of the applicants, or the county attorney, believir,C( 

that the statements of the application are false or 

insufficient, or that the applicants or ~ither of them ure 

incompetent to marry, may file with the district court in 

the county in which the license is applied for, a ~etition 

under oath, setting forth the grounds of objection to the 

marriage and asking for an order requiring the 2arties 

making such application to show cause why the license should 

not be refused. ''hereupon, said court, if satisfied that the 

grounds of objection are prima facie valid, shall issue an 

order to show cause as aforesaid, returnable as the court 

may dir~ct, but not more than fourteen (14) days after the 

date of saic order, 1<1hich shall.be served forthuith upon the 

applicants for such license residing in the state, and upon 

the clerk before whom such application has been made, and 

shall operate as a stay upon the issuance of the license 

until further ordered; if either or both of said applicants 

are nonresidents of the state said order shall be served 

forth,..rith upon said nonresident by publication one time in a 
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newspaper published in the county ~Iherein said application 

is pending, and by nailing a copy thereof to said 

nonresident at the address contained in the application. 

(2) If, upon hearing, the court finds ti1at the 

statements in the application are willfully false or 

insufficient, or that either or both of sa~d parties are not 

competent in law to marry, the court shall mru:e an order 

refusing the licanse, and shall immediately report such 

matter to L~e county attorney. If said falseness or 

10 insufficiency is due merely to inadvertence, then the court 

11 shall permit the parties to amend the application so as to 

12 make the statements therein true and sufficient, and upon 

13 application being so amended, the license shall be issued. 

14 If any party is unable to supply any of the information 

15 required in the application, the court nay, if satisfied 

16 that such inability is not due to willfulness or negligence, 

17 order the license to be issued notwithstanding such 

18 insufficiency. T~e costs and disbursements of t~e 

19 proceedings under this section shall rest in the discretion 

20 o:: the court, but none s~all be taxed against any county 

21 attorney acting in good faith." 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~~+-~~-~e~e-ee-fte-~e~a~-e~fee~ieft-~e-~aia--a~a~~ea~ieft 

~~--~ieeft~e--wi~ift--~ive--~5+-aay~-e~-~he-a~~2iea~ieft,-~he 

e~e~~-e~-~he-ai~~rie~-ee~~-~fta~l-i~5~e-a-~arria~e--iieeft~eT 

Section 4. Sections 48-188.1 and 48-145, ".c.~·. 1947, 
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1 are repealed. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

2t ...... J BILL NO. ;.¢.. 9 Ow:tL 
~eiferl 1~£""' I 

~;J7.<:-
-· ~ , 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO A:lEND SECTIONS 

48-143, 48-146, 48-149, R.C.!l. 1947, RELATING TO THE J,GE, 

PXSIDENCE, -~~D NOTICE ~QUIP£1lENTS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

MARRIAGE LICE'JSES; AND ::'.EPEALING SECTIONS 48-118.1 AND 

48-145, n.c.•:. 1947.ft 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~!ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 48-143, R.C.N. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•48-143. Persons capable of marriage -- when consent 

of parent or guardian required special authority for 

underage marriages. (1) Every male person who has attained 

the full age of eighteen (18) years or who has obtained the 

permission of the district judge as provided in subparagraph 

(3) and every female person who has attained the full age of 

eighteen (18) years or who has obtain2C. the permission of 

the district judge as provided in subparagraph (3) shall be 

capable in law of contracting marriage if otherwise 

competent. 

(2) If either of the contracting parties is under the 

age of eighteen (18), no license shall be issued '.vithout the 

consent of his or her parents or guardian, or of the parent 
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having the actual care, custody and control of saic party, 

given before the clerk of the court under oath, or certified 

under the hands of such parents or guardian as aforesaid 

attested by two adult witnesses, and properly verified by 

affidavit (or affirmation) before a notary public or·other 

official authorized by law to take affidavits, which 

certificate shall be filed of record in the office of G~e 

said clerk of court at the time of application for said 

license. If there is no guardian or parent having the actual 

care, custody and control of said party, then the judge of 

the district court in the county where the application is 

pending may, after hearing upon proper cause shown, make an 

order allowing the marriage of said party. 

(3) A male under the age of ei~hteeft-~28+ sixteen (16) 

or a female under the age of ei~ft~ee~-~~e+ sixteen (16) may 

lawfully contract to narry and obtain a marriage license if 

there is first procured the consent of the parent or 

guardian as provided in subparagraph (2) and if the district 

judge of the county wherein the application is made, after 

examining the parties under oath, shall decide that it is to 

the best interest of such applicant and of the establis:1ed 

public policy of the state of ~lantana, and shall authorize 

the clerk of the court to issue the license in conformance 

with the other provisions of this act." 

Section 2. S·2ction 48-146, 'C. C.!'. 1947, is amended to 

-2- 1-1 o· /.., / 
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read as follows: 

"48-146. License require~ for marriage -- place of 

ceremony -- county where license issued. Iio "'e"'~e:t'le.-ree~l!!el'\" 

person shall be joined in marriage wiL~in this state until a 

license has been obtained for that ;:>urpose from the cle.c;, of 

the district court. e~--~e--e~ty--~ft--Wft~eft--efte--e~--the 

~art~ee--~ae--~~i~e~-~er-a"-ieeee-~ive-~St-8aye-~mme~~a"eiy 

~rier-ee-Makift~-a~~i~eatieft-ehererer 

A license so issued shall authorize a marriage ceremony 

to be performed in the county Hhere the license is issued or 

in any other county of this state." 

~~-~etft-~arties-~e--l'\el'\res~aeftes--er--the--eta~e 7--e~eh 

i~eeft:!!le-ll!ay-ite-eit'i!a~"'e~-~re1!'1-"!ole-eierl-!-e~-ehe-a~etr~ee-.ee~re 

er---tfte--ee~ey--where--~he--Mft!"!"~e~e--eeremefty--~e--ee--~e 

perrerMeaT-~~-efte-e£-s~eh-~ereefte-i~-a--t'leftree~aeft"--~--~he 

ee~ey--w~ere--e~eh--i~eeaee--~e--ee--~ee~ey-h~e-~ere-e~-ehe 

a~~i~ea~~ea-may-~e-eem~ieeea-~werft-ee-~er--e~~~rmeat--ite~ere 

tfte--~er~eft--~eheri~ea--ee--aeee~e-e~eh-a~~~eee~efte-~ft-ehe 

ee~ey-ftfta-e~aee-~-whie~-he-ree~aee~ 

Section 3. Section 48-149, R.C.'~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

w48-149. Posting of notice of application 

objections to marriage -- hearing on objections -- order 

refusing license -- amendment of application -- issuance 

without objection -- waiting period. (1) ~Mmel!!ieeeiy--~~ea 
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eaeerift~--aft--a~~iiea~ieft--~er--e--i~eeftee7-ehe-eier~-e~-ehe 

a~eeriee-ee~-!!!fteii-~ee~-~H-ft~e-e~riee-e-fte~iee~i¥if'l~--ehe 

f'lamee--ftfte--resiaef'leee-e~-e~e-~ere~ee-e~~iyift~-ehere£er,-ftfta 

ehe-e.aee-e£-~e-p~il:~eeeieftT l'.ny parent, grandparent, child, 

or natural guardian thereof if a minor, brother, sister or 

guardian of either of t:-1e applicants for a license, or 

either of the applicants, or the county attorney, believing 

that the statements of the application are false or 

insufficient, or that the applicants or either of them are 

incompetent to marry, may file with the district court in 

the county in which L~e license is applied for, a petition 

under oath, setting forth the grounds of objection to the 

marriage and asking for an order requiring the parties 

making such application to show cause why ~he license should 

not be refused. \-/"hereupon, said court, if satisfied that the 

grounds of objection are prima facie valid, shall issue an 

order to show cause as aforesaid, returnable as the court 

may direct, but not more than fourteen (14) days after the 

date of said order, which shall be served forth\-ri th upon the 

applicants for such license residing in the state, and upon 

the clerk before whom such application has been made, and 

shall operate as a stay upon the issuance of the license 

until further ordered; if either or both of said applicants 

are nonresidents of the state said order shall be served 

fortJmi th upon said nonresident by publication one time in a 

-4-
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in the county wherein said application 

mailing a copy thereof to said 

nonresident at the address contained in the application. 

(2) If, upon hearing, the court finds that the 

statements in the application are willfully false or 

6 insufficient, or that either or both of said parties are not 

7 competent in law to marry, the court shall make an order 

B refusing 'the license, and shall immediately report such 

9 matter to the county attorney. If said falseness or 

10 insufficiency is due merely to inadvertence, then the court 

11 shall permit the parties to amend the application so as to 

12 make the statements therein true and sufficient, and upon 

13 application being so amended, the license shall be issued. 

14 If any party is unable to supply any of the information 

15 required in the application, the court may, if satisfied 

16 that such inability is not due to v1illfulness or nes;ligence, 

17 order the license to be issued notwithstanding such 

lB insufficiency. The costs and disbursements of the 

19 proceedings under this section shall rest in the discretion 

20 of the court, but none shall be taxed against any county 

21 attorney acting in good faith." 

22 ~3+-~f-~e~e-be-ae-~e~a~-ee;ee~~ea-~e-aa~a--a~~~~ea~~eft 

23 fe~--i~eeaae--w~~ft~ft--f~ve--~5+-aaye-ef-~he-a~pi~ea~~eftT-~he 

24 eie~~-ef-~he-s~e~~~e~-ee~~~-ehai~-~ee~e-a-Mar~~a~e--~~ee~ee~ 

25 Section 4. Sections 48-188.1 and 48-145, R. C. . • 194 7, 

-5-
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1 are repealed. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 

~co•V BILL NO. J¢9 f1 . '{L/ 
Serf~l _ _L~~~"""""" lf4.titiJ . . . 
;;?~y~ 

- -, 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: w At~ ACT TO .''l!l.E.:ID SECTIONS 

48-143 I 48-146 I 48-149 I R.C.Il. 19 4 7 I P.ELATING TO THE l.GE, 

RESIDENCE, AND NOTICE REQUIREt1ENTS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

MARRIAGE LICENSES; AND .P.EPEALING~ SECTIONS 48-118.1 ll_l>fD 

48-145, R.C.~. 1947." 

BE IT EN:I.CTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF '·:O:i'i'Mh: 

Section 1. Section 48-143, R.c.~:. l94T, is amended to 

read as follo,,;s: 

"48-143. Persons capable of marriage -- when consent 

of parent or guardian required special au~~ority for 

underage marriages. (1) Every male person vho has attained 

the full age of eishteen (18) years or who has obtained the 

permission of the district judge as provided in subnaragraph 

(3) and every fenale person who b.as attained the full age of 

eighteen (18) years or who has obtained the permission of 

the district judge as provided in subparagraph (3) shall tz 

ca'Jable in la"' of contracting _marriage if otherwise 

competent. 

(2) If either of the contracting ?arties is under the 

age of eighteen (18), no license shall be issued '.vi t.'1.out the 

consent of his or her parents or guardian. or of the oarent 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0532 

having the actual care, custody and control of said party, 

given before the clerk of the court under oath, or certified 

under the hands of such parents or guardian as aforesaid 

attested by two adult witnesses, and properly verified by 

affidavit (or affirmation) before a notary public or other 

official authorized by law to take affidavits, which 

certificate shall be filed of record in the office of the 

said clerk of court at the time of application for said 

license. If there is no guardian or parent having ~~e actual 

care, custody and control of said party, then the judge of 

the district court in the county where the application is 

pending may, after hearing upon proper cause sho"m• make an 

order allowing the marriage of said party. 

(3) .l\ male under the age of ei~M~eei'!.-·H:81- sixte::m (16) 

or a female under ~~e age of ei~h~eel'!.-~~81- sixteen (16) may 

lawfullv contract to ~arry and obtain a marriage license if 

there is first procured the consent of the ~arent or 

guardian as provided in subparagraph (2) and if the district 

judge of the county wherein the application is ~ade, after 

examinins the parties under oath, shall decide that it is to 

the "Llest interest of S'lCh applicant and of the establis:ted 

public policy of the state of ~lantana, ana shall authorize 

the clerk of the court to issue the license in conformance 

with the other provisions of this act.n 

Section 2. Section 48-146, ~.C.i·'. 1947, is amended to 

-2-
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read as follows: 

w48-146. License requireC: for marriage -- place of 

ceremony -- county where license issued. No '"!el'!t!!'!lfta-reeitie!'lt! 

oerson shall be joined in marriage within ~~is state until a 

license has been obtained for that purpose from the cler!c of 

the district court. e£--i:!\e--ee't!l'lt!l"--i!'l·--wl'l!:e!ol--el'le--e£--i:l\e 

~art!iee--ftae--ree!:aea-fer-at!-ieesi:-£i¥e-~5t-eeys-~eaiai:ei~ 

~ier-i:e-ma~ift~-a~~i!:eat!iel'l-t!l\ere£er 

A license so issued shall aut:10rize a marriage ceremony 

to be performed in the county ,.;here the license is issued or 

in any other county of this state.• 

i£-eei:ft-~ari:!:es-~e--fteftreeieefti:s--e£--i:l\e--si:at!e7--e~eft 

i!:eeftee-ma~-~e-e~i:eil'lea-£rem-i:~e-eier~-e£-t!h~-a!:ei:r!:ei:-ee~ri: 

e£---i:he--ee't!l'li:y--where--el\e--marr!:a~e--eeremefty--ie--i:e--be 

per£erme8T-~£-ene-e£-e~eh-persefte-!:e-a--!'le!'lree!:eene--e£--i:he 

ee~l'li:y--where--e~eh--i!:ee!'lee--!:e--i:e--iee~e7-his-~eri:-e£-i:!ole 

appi!:eei:!:e!'l-may-be-eem~ieeea-ewe!!!'l-i:e-~er--e££!:rmeat--~e£ere 

i:fte--perseft--a~i:heri~ea--ee--eeeepi:-e~el\-e~pi!:eet!!:efte-!:1'1-i:he 

ee~ey-!'!l!'le-ei:ei:e-!:!'l-whieh-he-reeiaes~ 

Section 3. Section 48-149, R.C.~1. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

w48-149. Posting of notice 

objections to marriage -- hearing on 

of application 

objections order 

· refusing license 

without objection 

amendnent of application -- issuance 

waiting period. (1) immeaiai:e~y--~~e!'l 
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e!'li:erift~--e!'l--e~~i!:eae!:eH--£er--e--iieel'lee7-i:l\e-eier~-e£-e~e 

aieeriei:-ee~Pi:-el\a~i-peet!-il'l-ftie-effiee-e-ftei:iee-~!:¥i!'l~--t!fte 

!'lames--a!'le--reeie~fteee-e£-i:he-peri:!:ee-e~~iyil'l~-i:ftere£er7-dl'lft 

t!he-aai:e-e~-i:he-ep~iieeeieft~ Any parent , gr a:1dparen t 1 chi 1 C::. 1 

or natural guardian thereof if a minor, brother, sister or 

guardian of either of the applicants for a license, or 

either of the applicants, or the county attorney, . 
that the statements of the application are 

insufficient, or that the applicants or either of 

believing 

false or 

them are 

incompetent to marry, may file with the district court in 

the county in \'rhich the license is applied for, a ;3etition 

under oath, setting forth the grounds of objection to the 

marriage and asking for an order requiring the parties 

making such application to show cause why the license should 

not be refused. Whereupon, said court, if satisfied that the 

grounds of objection are prima facie valid, shall issue an 

order to show cause as aforesaid, returnable as the court 

may direct, but not more than fourteen {14) days after the 

date of said order, which shall be served forthldth upon t:1e 

applicants for such license residing in the state, and upon 

the clerk before whom such application has been made, and 

shall operate as a st<q upon the issuance of the license 

until further ordered; if either or both of said applicants 

are nonresidents of the state said order shall be served 

forthwith upon said nonresident by publication one time in a 
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newspaper published in the county wherein said application 

is pending, and by mailing a copy thereof to said 

3 nonresident at the address contained in the application.~ 

4 {2) If, upon hearing, the court finds that the 

5 statements in the application are willfully false or 

6 insufficient, or that either or both of said parties are not 

7 competent in law to marry, the court shall make an order 

B refusing the license, and shall immediately report such 

g matter to the county attorney. If said falseness or 

10 insufficiency is due merely to inadvertence, then the court 

11 shall permit the parties to amend the application so as to 

12 make the statements therein true and sufficient, and upon 

13 application being so amended, the license shall be issued. 

14 If any party is unable to supply any of the information 

15 required in the application, the court may, if satisfiea 
~ 

16 that such inability is not due to willfulness or negligence, 

17 order the license to be issued notwithstanding such 

18 insufficiency. The costs and disbursements of the 

19 proceedings under this section shall rest in the discretion 

20 of the court, but none shall be taxed against any county 

21 attorney acting in good faith." 

22 ~~t-~~-~e~e-ee-fte-±e~a±-eejee~ieft-~e-~a~a--a~p±~eaeie" 

23 ~e~--±ieeft~e--w~~hift--~~¥e--~5t-aay~-e~-~~-a~~±iea~~eft;-~~ 

24 e±er~-e~-~~e-a~~~~~e~-ee~~~-~fta±±-~~~~e-a-Marr~a~e--±~eeft~e~ 

25 Section 4. Sections 48-188.1 and 48-145, ~.c.~~. 194 7, 

-5-
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1 are repealed. 

-End-
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March 4, 1975 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 149 

That House Bill No. 149, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, lines 4 and 5. 
Following: "AMEND" 
Strike: "SECTIONS 48-143," 
Insert: "SECTION" 

2. Amend title, line 5. 
Following: 11 4 8-14 6, 11 

Strike: 11 48-149, 11 

3. Amend title, lines 5 and 6. 
Following: "THE 11 

Strike: "AGE, RESIDENCE, AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE" 

4. Amend title, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "LICENSES" 
Strike: "; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 48-118.1 AND 48-145, 

R.C.M. 1947" 

5. Amend page 1, section 1, lines 10 through line 24 on page 2. 
Following: line 10 
Strike: Section 1 in its entirety 
Renumber: Subsequent section 

6. Amend page 3, section 2, lines 19 through line 1 on page 6. 
Following: line 19 
Strike: Sections 3 through 4 in their entirety 
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HOUSE BILL ;,!Q. 149 

INTRODUCED BY SEIFERT, LOCKREM, JACK HOORE 1 FABREGA 

A BILL FOR A:'! ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO l'.IIEND 8E€'i!%9N5 

~S-~437 SECTION 48-146 1 46-~4~7 R.C.I1. 1947, RELATING TO THE 

A6B7--RES%BBN8E7-AnB-N9'i!%€E-R3eHrREHSN'i!S-FeR-'i!HB ISSUAI1CE OF 

MARRIAGE LICENSES7--ANB--RBPBAhrN6--SE€~%8NS--~6-~~BT~--ANB 

46-~457-R~e~M~-~94~." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8ee~~eft-~T--see~~eft-46-~~3T-RT€TMT-~94~T-~~-ameftaee--~e 

~eae-a~-~e~~ewe~ 

A46-~43T--Pe~eeft~--ea~ab~e--ef-ma~~~a~e----wheft-eefteea~ 

e~-~a~e"~-e~-~~a~a~a"--re~H~ree------e~ee~a~--a~~e~~~y--~er 

~ee~a~e--ma~~~a~e~T--~*t-B¥e~-ma~e-~ereeft-whe-hae-a~~a~aee 

~he-fH~~-a~e-ef-e~~h~eft-~~et-yea~e-er-wfte-ftae-ebea~aee--~e 

~er~~e~eft-e~-~e-e~~~r~e~-;~e~e-~~-~re¥~aee-~a-~eB~a~a~raph 

~3t-afte-e¥e~-fema*e-pe~eeft-whe-ha~-a~~a~aee-~e-~~~~-a§e-e~ 

e~§h~eeft--~±et--yea~e--e~-whe-hae-e~ea~aea-ehe-pe~eeiea-ef 

~he-a~~~rie~-;~e~e-ae-~reviae6-~a-e~~era§ra~h-*3t-eha±±--be 

eapab±e---~a---~aw--e~--eea~~ae~ia§--ffle~ria§e--if--e~erwiee 

eeM~eeeft~7 

*~t-r~-eieher-ef-ehe-eeaerae~i"~-~af~iee-~s--~~der--~e 

e~e-ef-e~~fteeea-*±Bt7-ae-±~eease-sna±±-be-~esHecl-w~eheHe-e"e 

eeaseft~--e£-hie-e~-ne~-~are~es-er-§He~d~eft7-ef-e~-~e-~a~e"~ 
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ftfi~~ft~-~he-aeeua~-ea~e,-e~e~ed~-aftd-eeft~~o±-e~--ee~d--pa~T 

~~veft-ee~e~e-the-e±e~k-e~-ehe-e~~~-Hftder-ee~n,-er-ee~~~£~ 

~de~--~he--haftde--ef--eHeh-~areft~e-er-~~~a~aft-ee-ft£ereea~d 

a~eestea-~-~we-aeu±t-w~~eesee7-ene--~~er±y--~e~~~~ea--ey 

a~~~daY~~--~o~--a~£~~mat~eftt-be£ere-a-fl~a~y-~ea~e-er-ether 

o£~e±a±--a~~he~~zed--~--iew--~e--~ake--~~~aav~~e7---wh~en 

eert~£~eate--eha±±--be--£~±ed-e~-reee~d-±~-~he-e££~ee-o£-~he 

ea~d-e~erk-~-ee~-at-~he--t~--&f--a~i~ea~~eft--£er--s&id 

±~eeaee~~£-there-~~-fle-~~~~aft-er-~reft~-hav~ft~-~~e-ae~~a± 

ea~e,--e~e~ed~--ftflft-eeft~rei-e£-ea~d-pe~~~T-eheft-t~e-~~d~e-~ 

~-d~eer~e~-ee~-~ft-t~e-ee~y-whe~e--~fte--a~~eat~Ofl--~s 

~~ft~--may7-a~er-ftear~~-~peft-pr~-eeuee-s~ewa,-make-aft 

ereer-a±*eW~fl~-~he-marr~a~e-e£-sa~e-party~ 

~~t-A-maie-~ftder-~he-a~e-e~-e~~h~eeft-*±Bt-e~~~eeft--~±~t 

e~--a-£ema±e-~der-the-a~e-ef-e~~h~eeft-~±et-a~~eeft-~±~t-ma~ 

±aw£u±±y-eea~reee-~e-marry-afte-e~a~ft-a-marr±e§e-±±eeftee--~£ 

~~e~e--±e--f~ro~--preeurea--the--eefleeftt--ef--~he--~area~-er 

~~ra±efl-ea-~reY±dea-~~-s~~ra~re~-*~+-afta-±£-the-d~a~r~e~ 

j~d~e-e£-the-ee~ty-where~-~he-~~±ea~~eft-~s--meae,--e~ter 

e~a~±ft±aq-~~e-part±es-~ftcler-ea~h7-e~±±-deeide-t~a~-±~-±s-~e 

t~e--beet--±ft~eres~-e~-~~eh-a~±eeft~-e~a-ef-~he-eeteb±~sfied 

~~b±±e-pe~~ey-e£-tfie-e~e~e-e~-Me~~arta,-eftrl--ehe±±--a~~er~~e 

~rie--e±e~k--6£-~he-ee~e-te-±se~e-t~e-±±eenee-±ft-eenfe~aRee 

~±th-t~e-etrter-~re~±e±efte-e£-t~±~-aet~ll 

Section l. Section 48-146 1 R.C.:i. 1947 1 is aMended to 
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read as follows: 

n48-146. License required for marriage -- place of 

ceremony -- county where license issued. No Meft~~ftft-~es~~ 

eerson shall be joined in marriage within this state until a 

license has been obtained for that purpose from the clerk of 

the district court. e~--~~e--e~~~--~--wftie~--efte--~--~fte 

par~~e--~--resiaea-~e~-~~-~ee~-~i¥e-~~-a~~-~~e~~ 

~e~-te-maki~-~~ie~~ieft-~ftere~er 

A license so issued shall authorize a marriage ceremony 

to be performed in the county where the license is issued or 

in any other county of this state." 

~~-~h-par~iee-~--fteftres~aeft~e--e~--~fte--e~~e;--~ 

~ieeft~e-ma~-be-eee~~ea-~rem-~fte-e~e~~-~-~he-ai~rie~~ 

~---~fte--ee~~~--w~e~e--~he--ma~~e~e--eeremeft~--~--~e--~ 

~r~ermea~-r£-&ne-e£-e~eh-~erseft~-i~-e--fteftreeideft~--~--~e 

e~~~--wftere--e~eh--~ieeftee--ie--~e--iee~;-h~e-~r~-~-~he 

~ppiie~~ieft-me~-~-eem~~e~ed-~werft-~e-~er--e£~irmeat--be£ere 

~fte--~eeft--e~~heriBea--~e--eee~-e~~~ieeeiefte-ift-ehe 

~~~-eftd-~~~e-ift-whie~-he-reeiaee~ 

B~ieft-~~--seeeieft-4~-~49;-R~€7M~-~~4q7-ie-emeftaed--~ 

reea-~e-~~~ew~ 

•4~-~~9T--Peeeift~---e£---ftee~ee---e~---ftppi~ee~ieft----

ehjee~iefte-~o-merrie~e----heerift~--eft--e~ee~iefte------e~der 

re£~eift~--~ieeftee------~meftdmeft~--e£-e~~ieeeieft----~e~ftee 

~~he~~-~ee~ieft----we~eift~-~iea~--~~t--~mmedie~e~y--~ 
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eft~erift~--~ft--e~iiee~ieft--~er--e--~ieeft~e;-~e-e~erk-e~-~e 

die~ri~-e~~-ehei~-pee~-ift-hi~-e~~iee-e-fte~ee-~i¥ift~--ehe 

ftamee--ftfta--reeiaefteee-e~-~e-~er~ie~-epp~yift~-~ere~er;-aaa 

~e-ae~e-e~-~e-e~p~iea~ieftT-Afty-pereft~;-~~a~reft~;-ehi~a; 

er-fte~~i-~~eraieft-~heree~-i~-e-~fte~;-&re~er;--ei~~er--er 

~~eraiftft--~--ei~er--e~--~e--eppiieftft~--~er-e-~ieeftee;-er 

ei~er-e~-~e-eppiieeft~s;-er-~-ee~~~-e~~rftey;--~eiie¥ift~ 

~e~---~e--s~e~meft~s--~--~e--eppiiee~eft--ere--£eise--er 

ifts~~~ieieft~;-er-~he~-~he-e~piieftft~e-er-ei~er-e~--~h~-ere 

ifteempeeefte--~e--merry7--aey-fi~e-wi~-ehe-aie~iee-ee~r~-ift 

~e-ee~~y-ift-whieh-~e-iieeRee-is-epp~iea-~r7--e--pe~~ieft 

~ftder--oe~;--ee~~i~--fer~-ehe-~re~ae-e~-e~tee~ieft-~-~e 

mer~ie~e-eftd-~s~in~--~er--eft--e~aer--r~~irin!--~he--~ar~iee 

mekin~-s~eh-e~iiea~ien-~e-shew-ea~ee-why-~e-iieeftse-see~ia 

ne~-ee-re~~eea~-Where~~eft7-eaia-ee~r~7-i~-ea~ie~iee-~ha~-ehe 

!~e~as--e~--eejee~en-a~e-priMa-~eeie-¥aiia;-sheii-ies~e-aft 

erae~-~e-shew-ea~e-es-erereeaie;-re~a~eeie--es--~e--eeH~~ 

me~--aire~;--e~~-ne~-me~e-~ftft-~ear~een-t±+t-ae~e-a~~e~-~e 

ee~e-e~-seia-e~aer7-whieh-sheii-~e-ser¥ee-~r~hwieh-~peft-~e 

ep~iiean~s-~e~-e~eh-iieeftse-~e&iaift!-ift-~fte-s~a~e?-ftfte--a~en 

~e--eierft--ee~ere--wheM-s~eh-eppiiee~~ft-ftas-eeeft-maae;-efta 

eheii-e~re~e-ee-a-s~ay-~~en-~e--ies~anee--e~--~--~ieeftee 

~ft~ii--~~r-eraeree7-i~-eieher-er-&e~-e~-eeia-ep~iieen~e 

are-fteftreeiaeR~s-e~-~e-e~e~e-~aia--eraer--eftaii--&e--eer¥ea 

~er~wi~-~peft-eeid-ften~esiaen~-by-~~iiea~~n-efte-~ime-in-e 
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~~~pe~-p~~~~he~-~ft~fte-ee~~y-whe~eift--~e~a--e~~~e~~~eft 

~~---peft~ft~7---a~--er--me~~~~--a--e~--~h~~--~e--~a~a 

3 ft&ftre~~eft~-a~~he-aad~~-e&ft~e~ftea-~ft-~fte-a~~~ea~~eft~ 

4 ~t--~~~--~eft--hea~~ft~T--~he--ee~~--~~ft~~--~fte~---~e 

5 s~~~emeft~~---~ft--~fte--e~~~ea~~eft--e~e--w~~~~~~~y--~a~~--e~ 

6 ~~~~~~e~eft~7-e~-~he~-e~~fte~-~-~ft-~-~a~a-~~~~e~-e~e-ft~ 

7 ee~e~eft~-~ft-iaw-~e-mer~y;-~he-ee~~--sfte~~--ma~e--eft--erd~ 

8 r~~~ft~--~fte--~ieeft~e;--eftd--~~~--~ed~e~e~y-re~~-~~ 

9 me~~e~--~e--~he--ee~~y--e~~erftey~--%~--~a~a--~e~seftes~---or 

10 ~s~~~e~eftey--~s-d~e-mer~y-~e-~fte~~eftee;-~heft-~he-ee~ 

11 she~~-perm~~-~he-par~~e~-~e-emeft~~he-e~~ea~~ft-~e--a~--~e 

12 m~e-~he--s~~emeft~s--~here~ft-~r~e-e~-s~~~~e~eft~;-aftd-~eft 

13 a~~ee~~eft-ee~ft~-~e-emeftdedT-~he-~ieeftee-sfta~~--be--~ss~ed~ 

14 £~--efty--~er~y--~~--~~e--~e-s~p~y-afty-e~-~he-~~er~~eft 

15 r~~~red-~ft-~he-a~~~e~~eft,-~he--e~~--may;--~~--ee~~~~ed 

16 ~he~-s~eh-~eh~~y-~~-fte~-d~e-~e-wi~~~~ftes~-~-ft~~~~ftee7 

17 e~der---~he---~~eeft~e--~e--be--~~~~ed--ft~~~he~aftaift~--s~eh 

18 ~fts~~~~~eftey~--~he---eee~~---aftd---~~s~rsemeft~~---~---~he 

19 ~eeeed~ft~e--~der-~his-~ee~~eft-~he~±-res~-~ft-~he-~ieere~~eft 

20 e~-~he-ee~~~-h~~-ftefte-she±~-be--~a~ed--e~a~ft~~--efty--ee~ft~Y 

21 e~~e~ftey-ae~~ft~-~ft-~eed-~a~~h~n 

22 ~~t-£~-~here-be-fte-±e~e~-e~ee~~&ft-~e-eaid--a~~ee~ieft 

23 

24 

25 

~er--±ieeft~e--w~~ft~ft--£ive--~~t-dey~-e~-~he-a~~iea~~eft7-~he 

e±er~-e~-~he-die~r~~-ee~r~-~ha±~-i~s~e-a-marria~e--±ieeftee~ 

See~ieft-~~--see~~e~-~e-±ee~±-aftd-~e-±~5,-R~€~M~--±~~~7 

-~ ~ M9 
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1 are-re~ee±ed~ 

-End-
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