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~ BILL NO. ///, 

INTRODUCED BY c~ ~~a~ - . --1 - --~7 - - - .. Cl' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

75-5902, 75-5907 AND 75-5908, R.C.M. 1947, TO INCREASE THE 

NUMBER OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES IN A THIRD CLASS ELEMENTARY 

DISTRICT PROM THREE (3) TO FIVE (5) UPO.r< TEE UNANIMOUS VOTE 

OF TSE BOA-liD OF TRUSTEES AND PROVIDE FOR THEIR ELECTION." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SecLion 1. Section 75-5902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5902. Number of trustee positions. The number of 

trustee positions in a district shall vary in ~he following 

mar1ner according to the type of district: 

(1) The number of trustee positions in each elementary 

district shall vary according to the district's 

classification, as established by section 75-6503; 

(a) there shall be seven (i) trustee positions in a 

first class el~entary district; 

(b) there shall be five (5) trustee positions in a 

second class elementary district; or 

(c) there shall be three (3) trustee positions in a 

third class elementary district, however upon the una~imous 

vote of the board of trustees, the number may be increased 
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to five {5) trustee positions at the next trustee election, 

provided that notice of such action of the board of trustees 

be published by the clerk of the district in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the county prior to January 1 of the 

year of such trustee election. 

(2) The trustees of a high school district, except a 

high school district operating a county high school, shall 

be compos~d of: 

(a) tile trustees of the elementary district where the 

high school building is located, or, if there is more than 

one (1) elementary district where high school buildings are 

located, the trustees of the elementary district designated 

by the high school boundary commission; and 

(b) the additional trustee positions determined in 

accord~•ce with section 75-5903. 

(3) The trustees of a high school district operating a 

county high school shall be composed of seven (7) trustee 

positions.• 

Section 2. Section i5-5S07, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5907. Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is ~~e intention of the legislature 

that th~ terms of a majority of the trustee positions of any 

district with elected trustees shall not ~egularly expire 

and be subject to election on the same regular school 

-2-
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election day. Therefore, in elementary di&tticts, there 

shall not be more than three (3) trustee positi.ons in firilt 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in second class 

districts, or thi.rd class districts having five (5) trustee 

positions, or one {1) trustee position in third class 

districts having chree {3) trustee positions regularly 

subject to election at the same time. In high school 

districts there shall not be more than two (2) additional 

trustee positions in first or second class districts, or 

more than one (1) in third class districts regularly subject 

to election at the same time. 

While it is the intention of the legislature that the 

terms of a majority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and be subject to election at the same 

time, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positions or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee positions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(1) the creation of a new elementary district under 

the provisions of section 75-6518; 

(2) the consolidation of two {2} of more elementary 

districts to form an elementary 

provisions of section 75-6506; 
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(3) the establishment of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

(4) the change of a district's classification under 

the provisions of section 75-6503; 

(5) the filling of a trustee position which has become 

vacant under the provisions of section 75-5917 or any other 

provision of law; &r 

(6) the establishment of additional elementary trustee 

positions under L~e previsions of section 75-5902(c); or 

l2L any other circumstance arising un~er th~ law 

wherein a trustee position is filled by appointmeht subject 

to election at the next regular school election.w 

Section 3. Section 75-5908, R.c.n. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5908. Determination of terms after creation or 

consolidation of elementary districts. Whenever the trustees 

are elected at one (1) regular school election under the 

circumstances described in subsections (l) and (2) cf 

section 75-5907, the members who are elected shall draw by 

lot to determine their terms of office. Such terms of office 

by trustee position shall be: 

(l) three (3) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2) 

years, and two (2) for one (1) year in a first class 

elementary district; 

-4-
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1 {2) two (2) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2) 

2 years, and one {l) for one (l) year in a second class 

3 elementary ~~~~~~e~-districts ~d third class -elementary 

4 districts having five (5) trustee positions; or 

5 (3) one (1) for three (3) years, one (l) for two (2) 

6 years, and one (1) for one {l) year in a third class 

7 elementary district having three (3) trustee positions. • 

-End-

-5- H ~:.57 I I:.;;, 



44th Legislature LC 0644 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED BY 

Approved by Committee 
on Education 

.\ BILL FOR ;\N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ~~ND SECTIONS 

75-5902, 75-5907 AND 75-5908, R.C.M, 1947, TO INCREASE THE 

NUHBER OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES IN A THIRD CLASS ELEMENTARY 

DISTRICT FROM THREE (3) TO FIVE (5) UPON THE UNANIMOUS VOTE 

OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES .~~D PROVIDE FOR THEIR ELECTION,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-5902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5902. Number of trustee positions. ~e numbe~ of 

trustee positions in a district shall vary in the following 

manner according to the type of district: 

(1) The number of trustee positions in each elementary 

district shall vary according to the district's 

classification, as established by section 7S-6503: 

(a) there shall be seven (7) trustee positions in a 

first class elementary district; 

(b) there shall be five (5) trustee positions in a 

second class elementary district; or 

(c) there shall be three (3) trustee positions in a 

third class elementary district, nowever upon the unanimous 

vote of the board of trustees, the nUI!lber may be increa.-~. 
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to five (5) trustee positions at the next trustee election, 

provided that notice of such action of the board of trustees 

be published by the clerk of the district in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the county prior to January 1 of the 

year of such trustee election. 

(2) The trustees of a high scnool district, except a 

high school district operating a county high school, shall 

be composed of: 

(a} the trustees of the el~aentary district where the 

high school building is looated, or, if there is more than 

one (1} elementary district where high school buildings are 

located, the trustees of the elementary district designated 

by the high school boundary commission; and 

(b) the additional trustee positions determined in 

accordance with section 75-5903. 

(3} The trustees of a high school district operating a 

county high school shall be composed of seven (7) trustee 

positions." 

Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947, is ~nended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5907, Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislature 

that the terms of a majority of the trustee positions of any 

district with elected trustees shall not regularly expire 

and be subject to election on the same regular school 

-2- ftljJ/"" 
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election cay. Therefore, in elementary districts, there 

snall not be more than three (3) trustee positions in fir~t 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in. second class 

districts, or third class districts having five (5) trustee 

positions, or one (1) trustee position in third class 

districts having three (3) trustee positions regularly 

subject to election at the same time. In high school 

districts there shall not be more than two (2) additional 

trustee positions in first or second class districts, or 

more than one (1) in third class districts regularly subject 

to election at the same time. 

vlliile it is the intention of the legislature that the 

terms of a majority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and be subject to election at the same 

time, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positions or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee positions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(1) the creation of a new elementary district under 

the provisions of section 75-6518; 

(2) the consolidation of two (2) of more elementary 

districts to form an elementary 

provisions of section 75-6506; 
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( }) the establish:nent of acdi tional trustee posi t-.ioi1s 

of a nigh school district under the pro vis ions of s-:oction 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

(4) the change of a district's classi<:ica::ion under 

the provisions of section 75-6503; 

( 5) the filling of a trustee position which has :Jecome 

vacant under the provisions of section 75-:3~17 or any ot:,er 

provision of law; e~ 

(G) the establishment of additional ele::~eP.tary trustee 

positions unC:er t1J.e orovisions of sectior. 75-3902 {c); or 

ill any otl•er circumstance ari::ins onc-er th" la,., 

v..~hzrein a trustee position is fillt;(,. Jy.,r ap?Oi:i"!:r:-2~ ·.: s-_,_tJj2c"!:. 

-;:c election at the ne:-:.t reqular sc::1ool election~" 

.::lec·tion 3. Section 75-5900, R.c:.:~. l~LJ7, is ru-.::.en<-e:l ;:o 

read as follows: 

"75-5903. Determination o£ terms after crca~ion or 

consolidation of elei'lentary districts. ,,n-.enever th~ trustees 

are elected at one (1) regular school electi0n under t~e 

circumstances described in subsections (1) an~ (2) of 

section 75-5907, the members who are elected shall draw by 

lo~ to determine their terms of o£fice, Such terrrs of office 

by trustee position shall be: 

(1) three (3) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2) 

years, anc two (2) for one (1) year in a first class 

elementary district; 

-t..-
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(2) two (2) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2) 

years, and one (l) for one [l) year in e. second class 

~ 2.lementar1 e.:l:~oe~:l:e"' districts and third class elementary 

~istricts having :ive {5) trustee Positions; or 

:; (3) one (l) for three {3) years, one {1) for two (2) 

6 years, and one (l) for one (1) year ir. a L~ird class 

7 elemeiltary district having three { 3) trustee positions. n 

-End-

-5-
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XN'rRODUCED BY l ,._, 4-•-,~,~ r , 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: • AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

75-5902, 75-5907 AND 75-5908, R.C.M. 1947, TO INCREASE THE 

NUMBER OF SCHOOL TRUS'l'EES IN A THIRD CLASS ELEMENTARY 

DISTIUCT FROM THREE (3) 'l'O FIVE (5) UPON 'l'HE UNANIMOUS VOTE 

OF THE BOARD OP TRUSTEES AND PROVIDE FOR THEIR ELECTION.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section_ 75-5902, R.C.M. 1947, is a111ended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5902. Number of trustee poaitions. The number of 

trustee positions in a district shall vary in the following 

manner according to the type of district: 

(1) The nuaber of trustee position& in each elementary 

district shall vary according to the district's 

classification, as established by section 75-6503; 

{a) there shall be seven (7) trustee positions in a 

first class elementary district; 

(b) there shall be five (5) trustee positions in a 

second class elementary district; or 

(c) there shall be three (3) trustee positions in a 

third class el~tary district, however 11pon the unanimoWI 

vote of the board of trustees, the number may be incr'!ased 
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to five (5) trustee positions at the next trustee election, 

provided that notice of such ~ction of the board of trustees 

be published by the clerk of the district in a newspaper of 

general circulation in/the county prior to January 1 of the 

year of such trustee election. 

(2) The trustees of a high school district, except a 

high school district operating a county high school, shall 

be composed of: 

(a) the trustees of the elementary district where the 

hiqh school building is located, or, if there is more than 

one (1) elementary district where high school buildings are 

located, the trustees of the elementary district d.esiqnated 

by the hiqh school boundary commission; and 

(b) the additional trustee positions determined in 

accordance with section 75-5903.· 

(3) The trustees of a high school district operating a 

county high school shall be composed of seven (7} trustee 

18 ~ posi tiona. • 
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Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-5907, Legislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislatgre 

that the terms of a majority of the trustee positions of any 

district with elected trusteea shall not reqalarly expire 

and be subject to election on the same reqular acbool 

-2- H 13 lit-
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~o.a d&y. Therefore, in elementary districts, there 

abol.ll rwt be 1111:1re than three (3) trustee positions in first 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in second class 

districts, or third cl,ass districts having five (5) trustee 

position;&, or one (1) trustee position in third class 

districts having three (3) trustee positions regularly 

subject to election at the same time. In high school 

districts there shall not be more than two (2) additional 

trustee positions in first or second class districts, or 

more than ODe (l) in third class districts regularly subject 

to election at the same tillle. 

Wnile it is the intention of the legislature that the 

terms of a majority of trustees of any district shal+ not 

regularly expire and be subject to election at the same 

time, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating t~ the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positiaa. or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee positions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(l) the creation of a new elementary district under 

th.e provisions of section 75-65187 

' (2} the consolidation of two l2l of more elementary 

districts to form an elementary district under the 

provisions of section 75-65067 

-3-
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(31 the establi.ahment of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905: 

(4) the change of a district's classification under 

the provisions of section 75-65037 

(5) the filling of a trustee position which has become 

vacant under the provisions af section 75-5917 or any other 

provision of law: er 

(6) the establishment of additional el·ementa!Y tr~s~ 

positions under the provisions of section 75-5902(c); or 

1ll any other circumstance arising under the law 

wherein a trustee position is filled by appointment subject 

to election at the next regular school election." 

Section 3. Section 75-5906, R.C.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

~75-5908. Determination of terms after creation or 

consolidation of elementary districts. Whenever the trustees 

are elected at one (1) regular school election under the 

circumstanc·es described in subsections (l) and (2) of 

section 75-5907, the members who are elected shall draw by 

lot to determine their terms of office, Such te~.s of office 

by trustee position shall be: 

(1) three (3) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2) 

years, and two (2) for one (1) year in a first class 

elementary district; 

-4-
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l (2) two (2) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2} 

2 years, and one (1) for one (1) year in a second class 

3 elementary liie~!r!i:e~ districts and third class elementary 

4 districts having five (5} trustee positions; or 

5 (3) one (1) for three (3) years, one (l) for two (2) 

6 years, and one (1) for one (l) year in a third class 

7 elementary district having three (3) tr~stee positions.w 

-End-

-s- HBII~ 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 116 

INTRODUCED 3Y CASEY, LUND, JAC03SEN 

A 3ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wru~ ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

75-5902, 75-5907 AND 75-5908, R.C.M. 1947, TO INCREASE THE 

NUMBER OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES IN A THIRD CLASS ELEI-IENTARY 

DISTRICT FROM THREE (3) TO FIVE (5) UPON THE HNAN~M9HS 

MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 30ARD OF TRUSTEES ru~D PROVIDE FOR THEIR 

ELECTION." 

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-5902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

M75-5902. Number of trustee positions. The number of 

trustee positions in a district shall vary in the following 

manner according to the type of district: 

(1) The number of trustee positions in each elementary 

district shall vary according to the district's 

classification, as established by section 75-6503: 

(a) there shall be seven (7) trustee positions in a 

first class elementary district: 

(b) there shall be five (5) trustee positions in a 

second class elementary district; or 

(c) there shall be three (3) trustee positions in a 

third class elementary district, however upon the ~ftaftime~s 
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MAJORITY vote of the board of trustees, the number may be 

increased to five (5) trustee positions at the next trustee 

election, provided that notice of such action of the board 

of trustees be published by the clerk of the district in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the county prior to 

January 1 of the year of such trustee election. 

(2) The trustees of a high school district, except a 

high school district operating a county high school, shall 

be composed of: 

(a) the trustees of the elementary district where the 

high school building is located, or, if there is more than 

one (1) elementary district where high school buildings are 

located, the trustees of the elementary district designated 

by the high school boundary commission; and 

(b) the additional trustee positions determined in 

accordance with section 75-5903. 

(3) The trustees of a high school district operating a 

county high school shall be composed of seven (7) trustee 

positions." 

Section 2. Section 75-5907, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5907. Leqislative intent to elect less than 

majority of trustees. It is the intention of the legislature 

that the terms of a majority of the trustee positions of any 

district ~1i th elected trustees shall not regularly expire 

-2- H> 116 
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and be subject to election on the same regular school 

electi~n day. Therefore, in elementary districts, there 

shall not be more than three (3) trustee positions in first 

class districts, two (2) trustee positions in second class 

districts, or third class districts having five (5) trustee 

positions, or one (l) trustee position in third class 

districts having three (3) trustee positions regularly 

subject to election at the same time. In high school 

districts there shall not be more than two (2) additional 

trustee positions in first or second class districts, or 

more than one (1) in third class districts regularly subject 

to election at the same time. 

While it is the intention of the legislature that the 

terms of a majority of trustees of any district shall not 

regularly expire and be subject to election at the same 

time, it is recognized that the following circumstances, 

relating to the terms of trustees appointed to newly created 

positions or to positions vacated by death, resignation or 

operation of law, may lead to a subsequent school election 

in which a majority of trustee positions are subject to 

election at the same time: 

(l) the creation of a new elementary district under 

the provisions of section 75-6518; 

(2) the consolidation of two (2) of more elementary 

districts to form an elementary district under the 

-3- H3 116 
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provisions of section 75-6506; 

(3) the establishment of additional trustee positions 

of a high school district under the provisions of section 

75-5904 or 75-5905; 

(4) the change of a district's classification under 

the provisions of section 75-6503; 

(5) the filling of a trustee position which has become 

vacant under the provisions of section 75-5917 or any other 

provision of law; er 

(6) the establishment of additional elementary trustee 

positions under the provisions of section 75-5902(c); or 

i2l any other circumstance arising under the law 

wherein a trustee position is filled by appointment subject 

to election at.the next regular school election." 

Section 3. Section 75-5908, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-5908. Determination of terms after creation or 

consolidation of elementary districts. Whenever the trustees 

are elected at one (1) regular school election under the 

circumstances described in subsections (1) and (2) of 

section 75-5907, the members who are elected shall draw by 

lot to determine their terms of office. Such terms of office 

by trustee position shall be: 

(1) three (3) for three (3) years, two (2) for two (2) 

years, and two (2) for one (l) year in a first class 

-4- H3 116 
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1 ~lementary district; 

::: 

0 _, 

(2) two (2) for three (3) years, two (2) for t~>.·o (2) 

years, 2nd one (1) for one (1) year in e second class 

.'~leiY~enta.~y d~9'E:r-Lc:~ districts and third class eleme_r.~tary 

)istr icts_. havin3. five (5) trustee positions; or 

( 3) one ( l) for three ( 3) years, one (1) for t\..ro {2) 

1·2ars, an~: one ( l) for one [l) year in a third class 

~'lementa·, :r· c~i.st;:i ;-;:: ~_::~g t~E~~-~}_} _!:-_~.:!!:~-~e_~_s.i~~EE~" r. 

~En C.-

~· J -- r -. l 2._ 


