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INTRODUCED BY 
.1::~ B~LL NO. -5; 

~J-krT lft9rl J!.4,J 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-1803, R.C.M. 1947, TO PROVIDE A BIDDING PROCEDURE FOR 

COUtiTY PURCHASES EXCEEDING TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000): 

LIMITING A CONTRACT PERIOD TO FIVE {5) YEARS; PROVIDING A 

SOLICITATION OF BIDS; AND ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

JI.D!UNISTRATION TO SERVE AS PURCHASING AGENT FOR A COUNTY BY 

MUTCJIL CONSENT." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA.~: 

Section 1. Section 16-1803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-1803. Procedure when request for bids is necessary 

in making contracts for purchases and for construction of 

buildings exceeding rear ten thousand dollars ($47&8& 

$10,000). (1) No contract shall be entered into ~e~weeft £l a 

~eara-er~ee~~Y eeMM~ee~eftere county governing body for the 

purchase of any a~ee~~~%e7-~rHek7-er-e~aer vehicle, or road 

machinery, or for any other machinery, apparatus, appliances 

or equipment, or for any materials or supplies of any kind 

for •.-rhich must be paid a sum in excess of £e"-r ten thousand 

dollars ~$47&&&t ($10,000), or for the construction of any 

building, for which must be paid a sum in excess of re~r ten 
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thousand dollars ~$47&&&t ($10,000) 1 without first 

publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing the 

same, which notice must be published at least once a week, 

for three (3) consecutive weeks before the date fixed 

therein for receiving bids, in the official newspaper of the 

county, and every such contract shall be let to the lowest 

and best responsible bidder: provided that the provisions of 

this section shall not apply to contracts for public 

printing entered into in accordance with the provisions of 

chapter 12 of Title 16 and provided furthe-r, that the 

provisions of this section shall not apply to contracts for 

purchases, which in the opinion of the ~ere governing body, 
• 

are made necessary by fires, flood, explosion, storm, 

earthquake, or other elements, epidemic, riot, insurrection, 

or for the immediate preservation of order, or of the public 

health, or for the restoration of a condition of usefulness 

which has been destroyed by accident, wear, tear, mischief, 

or for the relief of a stricken community overtaken by 

calamity. 

(2) When the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

for any a"-~eme~~%e;--~r~e~7--er--e~fter vehicle, or road 

machinery of any kind, or for any other machinery, 

apparatus, ap~liance or equipment, or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind, shall exceed efte four thousand dollars 

~~%;&ee~eet ($4,000) the ~eare--e£--ee~ft~y--eemmiee~eftere 

-2-
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county governina body may provide for the payment of such 

purchase price in installments extending over a period of 

not more than ~h~ee-t3t five {5) years: ~rev~eee--ehae--whea 

~ne--~~rehaee-~~~ee-~e-e~eeaeee-eve~-a-~ePM-e~-~we-t~t-yea~e 

er-ae-ieaee-~e~er-t46%t-~er-eefte-eheree~-ehaii-ee--~a~a--ehe 

£~re~--year--aae-ehe-remaiftder-ehe-aeeefte-year-aftd-wheft-e~eh 

p~renaae-priee-ia-e~eeftded-ever-a-eerM-e~-ehree-t3t-yeare-ae 

ieaee-efte-ehird-e£-e~eh-~~rehaee-priee-ee-ee-~a~d-eaeh-year~ 

provided that, at the time of entering into the agreement 

for such purchase, there shall be an unexpend~d balance of 

appropriation in the budget for the then current fiscal year 

available and sufficient to meet and take care of such 

portion of the purchase price as is payable during the then 

current fiscal year, and the budget for each following year, 

in which any portion of such purchase price is to be paid, 

shall contain an appropriation for the purpose of paying the 

same. 

{3) Every contract entered into for the rental of 

machinery, equipment, apparatus; appliances; materials ·or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county, and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall become the 

property of the county, or any other similar provisions or 

conditions, shall be deemed and construed to be a contract 

for sale of such property, and all of the provisions of this 
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section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

{4) On any purchase contract entered into by a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, 

appliances, agparatus, building or materials and supplies, 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of four thousand 

dollars {$4,000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

{$10,000), bids shall be solicited without advertising, from 

Persons, firms or corporations who tiave caused to be filed 
• 

with the governing body of the county a request, in writing, 

that its name be listed with the governing bodv for 

solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

request. However, if a person, firm, or corporation whose 

name is listed fails to respond to any solicitation for 

bids, such listing may be cancelled. The governing body 

shall solicit bids of prospective suppliers whose names are 

listed as provided herein, which solicitation shall contain 

the same information as is required to be set forth in 

advertisements. In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing 

body~ may purchase any vehicle-, machinery;· app1:"i:uces, 

agparatus, building or materials and supplies, for which 

must be paid a sum less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), 

at public auction. Compliance with the provisions of the 

section shall be considered as meeting the requirements of 

section 16-1803 (1). 

(5) The state department of administration may 

-4-
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l serve as a ourchasing agent for the county governing body by 

2 :nutual consent of both oar ties." 

-End-

-5- #'~~ 
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE BILL NO. 92 

INTRODUCED BY KENDALL, SEIFERT, BERTELSEN, W. BAET!I 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-1803, R. C .N. 19 4 7, TO PROVIDE A BIDDI~G PROCEDURL FOR 

COU1-ITY PURCHASES EXCEEDIUG TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10, 00 0); 

LIMITING A COHTRACT PERIOD TO FIVE (5) YEARS; PROVIDING t\ 

SOLICITATION OF BIDS; AND ALLOWING THE DEPARTt1ENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SERVE AS PURCHASING AGENT FOR A COUNTY BY 

HUTUAL CONSENT.K 

BE IT EtlACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~10NTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-1803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-1803. Procedure when request for bids is necessary 

in making contracts for purchases and for construction of 

buildings, ROADS AND BRIDGES exceeding fe12~ ten thousand 

dollars -t~-+ 7 9967- ($10, 000) • (l) No contract shall be 

entered into be~weeft ~ a eea~~-ef-ee!2ftey eeMM~ss~efter~ 

county governing body for the purchase of any a12~emee~ie7 

t~l2ek7 -er-etbe~ vehicle, or road machinery, or for any other 

machinery, apparatus, appliances or equipment, or for any 

materials or supplies of any kind for which must be paid a 

in excess of fe12~ ten thousand dollars -t~~y999t sum 

($10,000), or for the construction of any building, ROAD OR 
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~ for which must be paid a sum in excess of fe12r ~ 

thousand dollars H4yll99t ($10,000), without first 

publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing the 

same, which notice must be published at least once a week, 

for three (3) consecutive weeks before the date fixed 

therein for receiving bids, in the official newspaper of the 

county, and every such contract shall be let to the lowest 

and best responsible bidder; provided that the provisions of 

this section shall not apply to contracts for public 

printing entered into in accordance with the provisions of 

chapter 12 of Title 16 and provided further, that the 

provisions of this section shall not apply to contracts for 

purchases, which in the opinion of the beare governing body, 

are made necessary by fires, flood, explosion, storm, 

earthquake, or other elements, epidemic, riot, insurrection, 

or for the immediate preservation of order, or of the public 

health, or for the restoration of a condition of usefulness 

which has been destroyed by accident, wear, tear, mischief, 

or for the relief of a stricken community overtaken by 

calamity. 

( 2} lvhen the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

for any 812eemeb~~e 7 --er12e~7--er--et~er vehicle, or road 

machinery of any kind, or for any other machinery, 

apparatus, appliance or equipment, or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind, shall exceed efte four thousand dollars 

-2- HB 92 
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f$~yeee~eet ($4,000) the ~a~--er--ee~ft~y--eeMMieeiefte~e 

county governing body may provide for the payment of such 

purchase price in installments extending over a period of 

not more than ~~ee-f3t five (5) years; p~e•ia~--~~ee--w~eft 

~e--p~~e~aee-p~~ee-ie-eK~eft8ea-e¥e~-e-eerm-er-ewe-f~t-yee~e 

e~-ee-~eee~-rer~y-f4&%t-per-eefte-~~ereer-e~e~~-ee--pa~--~he 

rire~--yeer--aft8-ehe-~e~e~fteer-~he-eeeefte-yea~-efte-wheft-e~e~ 

p~~e~aee-pr~ee-~e-ex~eft8e8-e¥er-a-~e~~-er-~hree-t3t-yee~e-ae 

~eae~-efte-ehi~-er-e~eh-pa~ehaee-pr~ee-~e-ee-pe~-eae~-yeery 

provided that, at the time of entering into the agreement 

for such purchase, there shall be an unexpended balance of 

appropriation in the budget for the then current fiscal year 

available and sufficient to meet and take care of such 

portion of the purchase price as is payable during the then 

current fiscal year, and the budget for each following year, 

in which any portion of such purchase price is to be paid, 

shall contain an appropriation for the purpose of paying the 

same. 

(3) Every contract entered into for the rental of 

machinery, equipment, apparatus, appliances, materials or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county, and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall become the 

property of the county, or any other similar provisions or 

conditions, shall be deemed and construed to be a contract 

-3- HB 92 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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for sale of such property, and all of the provisions of this 

section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

[4) On any purchase contract entered into by a county 

governing boay for the purchase of any vehicle, nachinery, 

appliances, apparatus, building or materials and supplies, 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of four thousand 

dollars ($4,000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

($10,000), bids shall be solicited without advertising, from 

persons, firms or corporations who have caused to be filed 

with the governing body of the county a request, in writing, 

that its name be listed with the governing body for 

solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

request, AND THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE COUNTY SHALL LET SUCH 

CONTRACT TO TUE LOWEST AND BEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDER. 

However, if a person, firm, or corporation whose name is 

listed fails FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR to respond to any 

solicitation for bids, such listing may be cancelled. The 

governing body shall solicit bids of prospective suppliers 

whose names are listed as provided herein, which 

solicitation shall contain the same information as is 

required to be set forth in advertisements. In lieu of 

soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase any 

vehicle, machinery, appliances, apparatus, building or 

materials and supplies, for which must be paid a sum less 

than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), at public auction. 

-4- HB 92 



HB 0092/02 

l Compliance with the provisions of the section shall be 

2 considered as meeting the requirements of section 16-1803 

3 ~ 

4 (5) The state department of administration may serve 

5 as a purchasing agent for the county governing body by 

6 mutual consent of both parties," 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 92 

INTRODUCED BY KENDALL, SEIFERT, BERTELSEN, W. BAETH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-1803 1 R.C.M. 1947, TO PROVIDE A BIDDING PROCEDURE FOR 

COUNTY PURCHASES EXCEEDING TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000); 

LIMITING A CONTRACT PERIOD TO FIVE (5) YEARS; PROVIDING A 

SOLICITATION OF BIDS; AND ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SERVE AS PURCHASING AGENT FOR A COUNTY BY 

~iUTUAL CONSENT • " 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-1803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-1803. Procedure when request for bids is necessary 

in making contracts for purchases and for construction of 

buildings, ROADS AND BRIDGES exceeding fe~r ~ thousand 

dollars f$47 9&6T ($10,000). (1) No contract shall be 

entered into ee~eeft ~ a eeare-e~-ee~ft~Y eemm~ss~efters 

county soverning body for the purchase of any a~~me&~~e7 

~~k,.-er-e~her vehicle, or road machinery, or for any other 

machinery, apparatus, appliances or equipment, or for any 

materials or supplies of any kind for which must be paid a 

sum in excess of £e~r ~ thousand dollars f$4y999T 

($10,000), or for the construction of any building, ROAD OR 
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~ for which must be paid a sum in excess of £e8r ~ 

thousand dollars -t$4,.e&&T ($10,0~0), without first 

publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing the 

same, which notice must be published at least once a week, 

for three (3) consecutive weeks before the date £ixed 

therein for receiving bids, in the official newspaper of the 

county, and every such contract shall be let to the lowest 

and best responsible bidder; provided that the provisions of 

this section shall not apply to contracts for public 

printing entered into in accordance with the provisions of 

chapter 12 of Title 16 and provided further, that the 

provisions of this section shall not apply to contracts for 

purchases, which in the opinion of the eeara governing body, 

are made necessary by fires, flood, explosion, storm, 

earthquake, or other elements, epidemic, riot, insurrection, 

or for the immediate preservation of order, or of the public 

health, or for the restoration of a condition of usefulness 

which has been destroyed by accident, wear, tear, mischief, 

or for the relief of a stricken community overtaken by 

calamity. 

(2) When the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

for any a~~mebi~e,.--~r~ky--er--e~her vehicle, or road 

machinery of any kind, or for any other machinery, 

apparatus, appliance or equipment, or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind, shall exceed efte four thousand dollars 

-2- HB 92 
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t~i7989T89t ($4,000) the Be&~e--ef--eea~~~--ee&mtSS~fte~S 

county governing body may provide for the payment of such 

purchase price in installments extending over a period of 

not more than ~~ee-t~t five (5) years; p~eY~ea--~ha~--whe~ 

ehe--p~~ehase-p~tee-te-eM~~eea-e•e~-a-~era-ei-~we-tit-~ea~e 

~-a~-ieas~-re~~r-t+e~t-pe~-eeft~-~he~eef-sft&ii-~e--paie--~he 

ri~s~--rea~--a~-~he-~emat~e~-~he-seee~-rea~-a~-wheft-eaeh 

~~ehaee-p~iee-ie-eK~aeee-eYe~-a-~e~m-ef-~h~ee-t~t-rea~e-a~ 

ieae~-efte-~hi~-ei-s~eh-~~ehase-p~iee-~e-be-pa~-eaeh-rea~T 

provided that, at the time of entering into the agreement 

for such purchase, there shall be an unexpended balance of 

appropriation in the budget for the then current fiscal year 

available and sufficient to meet and take care of such 

portion of the purchase price as is payable during the then 

current fiscal year, and the budget for each following year, 

in which any portion of such purchase price is to be paid, 

shall contain an appropriation for the purpose of paying the 

same. 

(3) Every contract entered into for the rental of 

machinery, equipment, apparatus, appliances, materials or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county, and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall become the 

property of the county, or any other similar provisions or 

conditions, shall be deemed and construed to be a contract 

-3- HB 92 
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for sale of such property, and all of the provisions of this 

section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

(4) On any purchase contract entered into by a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, 

appliances, apparatus, building or materials and supplies, 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of four thousand 

dollars ( $4, 000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

($10,000), bids shall be solicited without advertising, from 

persons, firms or corporations who have caused to be filed 

with the governing body of the county a request, in writing, 

that its name be listed with the governing body for 

solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

request, AND THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE COUNTY SHALL LET SUCH 

CONTRACT TO THE LOWEST AND BEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDER. 

However, if a person, firm, or corporation whose name is 

listed fails FOR A PERIOD OF ONE {1) YEAR to respond to any 

solicitation for bids, such listing may be cancelled. The 

governing body shall solicit bids of prospective suppliers 

whose names are listed as provided herein, which 

solicitation shall contain the same information as is 

required to be set forth in advertisements. In lieu of 

soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase any 

vehicle, machinery, appliances, apparatus, building or 

materials and supplies, for which must be paid a sum less 

than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), at public auction. 

-4- HB 92 



HB 0092/02 

l Compliance with the provisions of the section shall be 

2 considered as meeting the requirements of section 16-1803 

3 (1). 

4 (5) The state department of administration may serve 

5 as a purchasing agent for the county governing body by 

6 mutual consent of both parties." 

-End-

-5- HB 92 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 92 

INTRODUCED BY KENDALL, SEIFERT, BERTELSEN, W. BAETH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

16-1803, R.C.M. 1947, TO PROVIDE A BIDDING PROCEDURE FOR 

COUNTY PURCHASES EXCEEDING TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000) 1 

LIMITING A CONTRACT PERIOD TO FIVE (5) YEARS; PROVIDING A 

SOLICITATION OF BIDS1 AND ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SERVE AS PURCHASING AGENT FOR A COUNTY BY 

MUTUAL CONSENT.w 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-1803, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"16-1803. Procedure when request for bids is necessary 

in making contracts for purchases and for construction of 

buildings, ROADS AND BRIDGES exceeding £e~~ ten thousand 

dollars of$<!17~HIBt ($10, 000) • (1) No contract shall be 

entered into oe~weeft £Z a bea~a-e£-ee~ft~Y eeMM~~~~efte~e 

county governing body for the purchase of any a~~eMeb~~e7 

~r~ek7-er-e~~e~ vehicle, or road machinery, or for any other 

machinery, apparatus, appliances or equipment, or for any 

~aterials or supplies of any kind for which must be paid a 

s·.1m in excess of 'i'el:l~ ten thousand dollars -t~4,eeet 

($10,000), or for the construction of any building, ROAD OR 
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~ for which must be paid a sum in excess of £e~~ ~ 

thousand dollars -t~47eeet ($10,000), without first 

publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing the 

same, which notice must be published at least once a week, 

for three (3) consecutive weeks before the date fixed 

therein for receiving bids, in the official newspaper of the 

county, and every such contract shall be let to the lowest 

and best responsible bidder; provided that the provisions of 

this section shall not apply to contracts for public 

printing entered into in accordance with the provisions of 

chapter 12 of Title 16 and provided further, that the 

provisions of this section shall not apply to contracts for 

purchases, which in the opinion of the beara governing body, 

are made necessary by fires, flood, explosion, storm, 

earthquake, or other elements, epidemic, riot, insurrection, 

or for the immediate preservation of order, or of the public 

health, or for the restoration of a condition of usefulness 

which has been destroyed by accident, wear, tear, mischief, 

or for the relief of a stricken community overtaken by 

calamity. 

(2) When the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

for any a~~eMeb~~e7--~P~e~;--er--e~he~ vehicle, or road 

machinery of any kind, or for any other machinery, 

apparatus, appliance or equipment, or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind, shall exceed efte four thousand dollars 

-2- HB 92 
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~~%7&6&T&&+ ($4,000) the bea~~--ei--eeaft~y--eemm~ee~efte~e 

county governing body may provide for the payment of such 

purchase price in installments extending over a period of 

not more than ~hree-~~t five (5} years; ~ev~ae~--~ha~--wheft 

~e--pa~haee-~r~ee-~e-eM~e~ea-ever-a-~erM-ei-~-~~+-y~e 

er-ee-%eae~-~er~y-~4&%t-~er-ee~-~he~eei-eha%~-he--~~~--~he 

£~re~--yea~--efta-~he-~emaiftaer-~he-eeeeft~-yeer-ftfta-w~eft-e~eh 

~~reheee-~r~ee-~e-eM~eftaea-ever-a-~er.m-e£-~ftree-~3+-ye~e-e~ 

~eae~-efte-eh~~a-e£-e~eh-~~rehaee-~ie~e-he-~~-eaeh-yeer? 

provided that, at the time of entering into the agreement 

for such purchase, there shall be an unexpended balance of 

appropriation in the budget for the then current fiscal year 

available and sufficient to meet and take care of such 

portion of the purchase price as is payable during the then 

current fiscal year, and the budget for each following year, 

in which any portion of such purchase price is to be paid, 

shall contain an appropriation for the purpose of paying the 

same. 

(3) Every contract entered into for the rental of 

machinery, equipment, apparatus, appliances, materials or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county, and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall become the 

property of the county, or any other similar provisions or 

conditions, shall be deemed and construed to be a contract 

-3- HB 92 
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for sale of such property, and all of the provisions of this 

section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

(4) On any purchase contract entered into by a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, 

appliances, apparatus, building or materials and supplies, 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of four thousand 

dollars ($4,000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

($10,000), bids shall be solicited without advertising, from 

persons, firms or corporations who have caused to be filed 

with the governing body of the county a request, in writing, 

that its name be listed with the governing body for 

solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

request, AND THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE COUNTY SHALL LET SUCH 

CONTRACT TO THE LOWEST AND BEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDER. 

However, if a person, firm, or corporation whose name is 

listed fails FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR to respond to any 

solicitation for bids, such listing may be cancelled. The 

governing body shall solicit bids of prospective suppliers 

whose names are listed as provided herein, which 

solicitation shall contain the same information as is 

required to be set forth in advertisements. In lieu of 

soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase any 

vehicle, machinery, appliances, apparatus, building or 

materials and supplies, for which must be paid a sum less 

than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), at public auction. 
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1 Compliance with the provisions of the section shall be 

2 considered as meeting the requirements of section 16-1803 

3 J.!h 
4 (5) The state department of administration may serve 

5 as a purchasing agent for the county governing body by 

6 mutual consent of both parties.• 

-End-
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