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L'TRODUCED BY 

[~~] 
A ;.JILL FOR AN "AN ACT ':'0 PROTECT THI: RIGHTS 

.·_;o H:DEPE::<DENCE OF 3LE,ID PERSO::iS; A!<.:S";DIW; S::Oc. TO;'!S 

71-1305, 71-1306, AND 71-1307, R.c.a. 1947." 

~iE I':.' E:JACTED BY 7i:!E LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONT&'lA: 

Section l. Section 71-1305, R.C.~!. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"71-1305. Use of white-colored canes restricted to 

:o 1_ind -- access of blind to highways, public accommodations, 

co~~on carriers. l!l No person, except those wholly or 

partially blind, shall carry or use on any street, highway 

or in any other public place, a cane or walking stick which 

is white or metallic in color, or white or metallic ti??ed 

with red. 

( 2) The blind, the visually handicas>ped, and the 

otherwise physically disablec'c have the same right as the 

able-bodied to t.he ful 1 and free use of the streets, 

11ighways, sidewalks, walkways, public buildings, public 

facilities, and other ~ublic places. 

(3} The blind, the ·visually handicapped, and the 

otherwise physically disabled are entitled to full and equal 

accommodations, advantages, facilities, and privileges of 
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all common carriers, airplanes, ~otor vehicles, railroaG 

trains, motor buses, boats, or any other public conveyances 

or modes of transportation, hotels, lodging places, places 

of public accommodation, amusement or resort, and other 

places to which the general public is invited, subject oaly 

to the conditions and limitations established by law and 

applicable alike to all persons." 

Section 2. Section 71-1306, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"71-1306. Right of blind person to be accompanied by 

guide dog in public places and in housing accommodations. 

Jll Every totally or partially blind person s~all have the 

right to be accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained 

for the purpose, in any of the places where the public are 

invited--hotels, motels, public conveyances, public eating 

places, and places of amusement--without being charged extra 

for the guide dog; provided that he shall be liable for any 

damage done to the premises or facilities by such dog. 

(2) Every totally or partially blind person who has a 

guide dog, or who obtains a guide dog, shall be entitled to 

full and equal access to all housing accommodations as 

provided in sections 64-306(3) and 71-1310, R.C.H. 1947, an~ 

ne shall not be required to pay extra compensation for sue~ 

guiC.e dog but shall be liable for any damage done to the 

premises by such a guide dog." 
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Section 3. Section 71-1307, R.C.t1. 19!7, is amend:;;U. to 

read as follows: 

H71-1307. Duty of pedestrian or driver a,'?roac':liag 

blin~ person. Any pedestrian who is not wholly or partially 

blind, or any driver of a vehicle who aporoaches or co~~s in 

contact with a person wholly or partially blind carryin~ a 

cane or walking stick predominately white or metallic in 

color or white tipped with red or being led by a trained 

guide dog \vearing a harness and walking on either siC.e of or 

slightly in front of said blind person shall immediately 

come to a full stop and take such precautions be~ore 

proceeding as may be necessary to avoid accident or injury 

to the person wholly or partially blind. Any driver or 

pedestrian who fails to take such precautions shall be 

liable in damages for fu~Y injury caused such pedestrian~ 

provided that a totally or partially blind pedestrian not 

carrying such a cane or using a guide dog in any of the 

places, accommodations, or conveyances listed in section 

71-1305 3hall have all of the rights and privileges 

conferred by law upon other persons, and the failure of a 

totally or partially blind pedestrian to carry such a cane 

or to use a guide dog in any such places, accommodations, or 

conveyances shall not be held to constitute nor be evidence 

of contributory neoligence." • 
Section 4 •. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 
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follows: 

Penalty for violation. Any person or persons, firrr. or 

corporation, or the agent of any person or persons, firm or 

corporation who denies or interferes witJ., adnittance to or 

enjoyment of the public facilities enu.'11erate·:C i~ section 

71-1305, or otherwise interferes wiLi1 the ri"hts of a 

totally or partially blind or othenvise dis~~led ?erson 

unG.cr section 71-13:)5, is guilty of a c1is ··.erneanor." 

Section 5. Tl-tere is a new ~. ::_·. "'. scctic:-. tha c·. 

follows: 

Access to housing accommodations. (l) Eli~.:~ 

reads as 

p-ersons, 

visually l1an<iicapped persons, and other physically C.:. is ::!ble<l 

persons shall be entitled to full and equal access, 2.s other 

members of the general public, to all housing accom~odations 

offered for rent, lease, or compensation in this state, 

subject to the conditions and limitations establishec b? '_aw 

and applicable alike to all persons. 

(2) "Housing accommodations• means any real property, 

or portion thereof, '"'hich is used or occupie.~ or is 

intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupieC, as 

th~ home, residence, or sleeping place of one or more human 

beings, but shall not include any accol"'.modations include·' 

within subsection ( ll or any single fanily resiclence the 

occupants of which rent, lease, or furnisl: for compense>tion 

not more than one (1) room therein. 
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clothing in this section shall require any 

leasing, or providing for compe~sation 

pPrson 

real 

3 ~roperty to modify his property in any way or provide a 

4 higher degree of care for a blind person, visually 

5 hanc~icapped person, or other physically disab1ed ;:>erson t:han 

6 for a person who is not physically disabled. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 86 

Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
&. Safety 

INTRODUCED 3Y LESTER (BY REQUEST), 

JACK i100RE, TRAVIS, GILLIGAN, GOULD, MURPEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT El~TITLED: "Jl.N ACT TO PROTE.CT THE RIGHTS 

Ai•iD Il7DEPEt;DENCE OF 3LI:~D PERSONS: fu\ffiNDL'lG SECTIOC'iS 

71-1305, 71-1306, AND 71-1307, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACT;:;D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA'l'E OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 71-1305, R.C.M. 1947, is ~~nded to 

read as follows: 

"71-1305. Use of white-colored canes restricted to 

blind -- access of blind to highways, public accommodations, 

common carriers. l!l No person, except those w~olly or 

partially blind, si,all carry or J.Se on any street, highway 

or in any other i)Ublic place, a cane or walking stick w:1ich 

is w;1i te or metallic in color, or white or metallic tipped 

with red. 

(2) The blind7 AND th@ visually handicap~ed7-~na-t~e 

et~erw~~e-K~Y~~ea~~r-a~~ae~ea have the same right as the 

able-bodied to the full and free use of the streets, 

highways, sidewalks, walkwajs, public buildings, puDlic 

facilities, and other public places. 

(3) Tne blind7 AND the visua~ly handicappedT-aft~-t~e 

etfterw~~e-e~r~~eaiiy-e~eahiea are entitled to full and equal 
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H3 0086/02 

accommodations, advantages, facilities, and privileges of 

all common carriers, airplanes, motor vehicles, railroad 

trains, motor buses, boats, or any other public conveyances 

or modes of transportation, hotels, lodging places, places 

of pub~ic accommodation, amusement or resort, and other 

p~aces to which the general public is invited, subject on~y 

to the conditions and limitations established by ~aw and 

app~icable a~ike to a~l persons." 

Section 2. Section 7~-1306, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"71-1306. Right of blind person to be accompanied by 

guide dog in public places and in housing accommodations. 

ill Every totally or partially b~ind person shall have the 

right to be accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained 

for the purpose, in any of the places where the public are 

invited--hotels, motels, pub~ic conveyances, public eating 

places, and ;?laces of amuscment--1-Ji thout being charged extra 

for the guide dog; provided that he shall be liable for any 

damage done to the premises or facilities by such dog. 

(2) r.very totally or partially blind person who has a 

guide dog, or wllo obtains a guide dog, sha~l be entitled to 

full and equal access to all housing accommodations as 

provided in sections 64-306(3) and 71-~310, R.C.M. 1947, and 

i1e shall not be required to pay extra compensation for such 

guide dog but shal~ be liable for any damage done to the 
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premises by such a guide dog." 

Se~tion 3. Section 71-1307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

w71-l307. Duty of pedestrian or driver approaching 

blind person. Any pedestrian who is not wholly or partially 

blind, or any driver of a vehicle who approaches or comes in 

contact with a person wholly or partially blind carrying a 

cane or walking stick predominately white or metallic in 

color or white tipped with red or being led by a trained 

guide dog wearing a harness and walking on either side of or 

slightly in front of said blind person shall immediately 

come to a full stop and take such precautions before 

proceeding as may be necessary to avoid accident or injury 

to t~e person wholly or partially blind. Any driver or 

pedestrian who fails to take such precautions shall be 

liable in damages for any injury caused such pedestrian; 

provided that a totally or partially blind pedestrian not 

carrying such a cane or using a guide dog in any of the 

places, accommodations, or conveyances listed in section 

71-1305 shall have all of the rights and privileges 

conferred by law upon other persons, and the failure of a 

to~ally or partially blind pedestrian to carry such a cane 

or to use a guide dog in any such places, accommodations, or 

conveyances shall not be held to constitute nor be evidence 

of contributory negligence." 
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Section 4. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 

follows: 

Penalty for violation. Any person or persons, firm or 

corporation, or the agent of any person or persons, firm or 

corporation who denies or interferes with admittance to or 

enjoyment of the public facilities enumerated in section 

71-1305, or otherwise interferes with the rights of a 

totally or partially blind or otherwise disabled person 

under section 71-1305, is guilty of a misdemeanor." 

Section 5. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 

follows: 

Access to housing accorunodations. (1) Blind persons, 

A~D visually handicapped peree~eT--~fte--e~her--~hys~e~%%y 

a~sa~%ee persons shall be entitled to full and equal access, 

as other members of the general public, to all housing 

accommodations offered for rent, lease, or 

this state, subject to the conditions 

compensation in 

and limitations 

established by law and applicable alike to all persons. 

(2) "Housing accommodations" means any real property, 

or portion thereof, which is used or occupied or is 

intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied, as 

the home, residence, or sleeping place of one or more :1uman 

beings, but shall not include any accommodations included 

within subsection (1) or any single family residence the 

occupants of wi1ich rent, lease, or furnish for compensation 

-4- H3 86 
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1 not more than one (1) room therein. 

2 

3 

4 

(3) :<othing in this section shall require any person 

renting, leasing, or providing for compensation real 

c>roperty to modify his property in any way or provide a 

s higher degree of care for a blind person7 OR A visually 

G handicapped ~erseftT-er-e~her-~hys~eeiiy-ft~se~iea person than 

7 for a person who is not ~~ys~eei~y SO disatled. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 86 

INTRODUCED BY LESTER (BY REQUEST) 1 

JACK MOORE, TRAVIS, GILLIGAN, GOULD, MURPHY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS 

AND ItiDEPENDENCE OF BLIND PERSONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

71-1305, 71-1306, AND 71-1307, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 71-1305, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•71-1305. Use of white-colored canes restricted to 

blind -- access of blind to highways, public accommodations, 

common carriers. l!L No person, except those wholly or 

partially blind, shall carry or use on any street, highway 

or in any other public place, a cane or walking stick which 

is white or metallic in color, or white or metallic tipped 

with red. 

(2} The blindy AND the visually handicapped7-aftd-~~e 

~e~ee-phyeiea~~x-eieae~ee have the same right as the 

able-bodied to the full and free use of the streets, 

highways, sidewalks, walkways, public buildings, puelic 

facilities, and other public places. 

(3) The blindy ~ the visually handicappedr-aftd-~he 

~herwiee-phreiea2~y-eisah~ed are entitled to full and equal 
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accommodations, advantages, facilities, and privileges of 

all common carriers, airplanes, motor vehicles, railroad 

trains, motor buses, boats, or any other public conveyances 

or modes of transportation, hotels, lodging places, places 

of public acCOIIIIIIOdation, amusement or resort, and .other 

places to which the general public is invited, subject only 

to the conditions and limitations established by law and 

applicable alike to all persons.• 

Section 2. Section 71-1306, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•71-1306. Right of blind person to be accompanied by 

guide dog in public places and in housing accommodations. 

ill Every totally or partially blind person shall have the 

right to be accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained 

for the purpose, in any of the places where the public are 

invited--hotels, motels, public conveyances, public eating 

places, and places of amusement--without being charged extra 

for the guide dog; provided that he shall be liable for any 

damage done to the premises or facilities by such dog. 

(2) Every totally or partially blind person who has a 

guide dog, or who obtains a guide dog, shall be entitled to 

full and equal access to all housing accommodations as 

provided in sections 64-306(3) and 71-1310, R.C.M. 1947, and 

he shall not be required to pay extra compensation for such 

guide dog but shall be liable for any damage done to the 
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premises by such a guide dog." 

Section 3. Section 71-1307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

a7l-l307. Duty of pedestrian or driver approaching 

blind person. Any pedestrian who is not wholly or partially 

blind, or any driver of a vehicle who approaches or comes in 

contact with a person wholly or partially blind carrying a 

cane or walking stick predominately white or metallic in 

color or white tipped with red or being led by a trained 

guide dog wearing a harness and walking on either side of or 

slightly in front of said blind person shall immediately 

come to a full stop and take such precautions before 

p~ceeding as_may be necessary to avoid accident or injury 

to the person wholly or partially blind. Anl driver or 

pedestrian who fails to take such precautions shall be 

liable in damages for any injury caused such pedestrian( 

erovided that a totally or partially blind pedestrian not 

carryin2 such a cane or using a guide dog in an: of the 

places, accommodations, or conveyances listed in section 

71-1305 shall have all of the ri~ts and privileges 

conferred by law upon other persons, and the failure of a 

totally or partial!: blind pedestrian to carr: sue~ a cane 

or to use a 

conveyances shall not be held to constitute nor be evidence 

of contributory negligence.• 
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Section 4. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 

follows: 

Penalty for violation. Any person or persons, firm or 

corporation, or the agent of any person or persons, firm or 

corporation who denies or interferes with admittance to or 

enjoyment of the public facilities enumerated in section 

71-1305, or otherwise interferes with the rights of a 

totally or partially blind or otherwise disabled person 

under section 71-1305, is guilty of a misdemeanor.• 

Section 5. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 

followsl 

Access to housing accommodations. (ll Blind personsT 

~ visually handicapped persefteT--eft8--e~fteP--pnyetea~l1 

~*s.-~84 persons shall be entitled to full and equal access, 

as other members of the general public, to all housing 

accommodations offered for rent, lease, or compensation in 

this state, subject to the conditions and limitations 

established by law and applicable alike to all persons. 

(2) "Housing acco1111110dations• means any real property, 

or portion thereof, which is used or occupied or is 

intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied, as 

the home, residence, or sleeping place of one or more human 

bainqs, but shall not include any accommodations included 

within subsection {11 or any single family residence the 

occupants of which rent, lease, or furnish for compensation 

·4- HB 86 
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1 not more than one (1) room therein. 

2 (3) Nothing in this section shall require any person 

3 renting, leasing, or providing for compensation real 

4 property to modify his property in any way or provide a 

5 higher degree of care for a blind person7 ~ visually 

6 handicapped per&eftT-er-e~her-phyeieeiiy-dieeeiea person than 

7 for a person who is not phyeieeiiy SO disabled. 

-End-
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dOUSE oiL"- ~JO• 86 

INTRODUCED ~y LESTER (JY RL~~ST) , 

JAC..< HOOR.il, TRAVIS, GILi..IGA.~, GU\JLD, l1DRP•IY 

A i:!lLf.. FOR Ad ACT E.STI'l'LI:;D: "At~ ACT TO PROTECT TilE RIGH'fS 

,\..m LIDEP E•lDEi~Cl: OF dLI.lD PERSO;lS; Al'I!EllDI.lG SECTIO>iS 

71-130:;, 71-1306, A;JD 71-13•17, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT E:lACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA'l'E OF MONT&-.A: 

Section 1. Section 71-1305, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•71-1305. Use of white-colored canes restricted to 

blind -- access of blind to highways, public accommodations, 

comrn::ln carriers. ill Ao person, except those w:1olly or 

partially blind, si1all carry or use on any street, hignway 

or in any other public place, a cane or walking stick which 

is wnit·~ or metallic in color, or w:'lite or metallic tipped 

wi t'1 reu. 

(2) T:1e "'lind7 ~ t:1e visually handica,;>.>en;-anti-e..te 

et...,eftl:i<~e-e,y~ieacH:y-.H:sftl:>ied. nave tae same rig'l t as t:1e 

able-Dodieu to t.'le full and free use of t.1e streats, 

:1ighways, side~walks, ·walkways, public builuings, public 

facilities, anu otaer 1>u.':>lic places. 

(3) ';'·v~ blind7 ~ the visuallv nanuicat?pecl;-and.-~i'le 

e~neftli~e-e~r~ieeiiy-d.:i<~abied. are entitleu to full ana e4ual 
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accon~o~atio:1s, aav~~tages, facilities, and privileges of 

all common carriers, airplanes, motor vehicles, railroad 

train.J, motor ::Jusas, boats, or any other public convayances 

or modes of transportation, hotels, lodging places, places 

of public acconunodation, amusement or resort, and other 

,?laces to \~hich the general public is in vi ted, subject only 

to t~e conditions and linlitatio~s establis~ed by law and 

applicable alike to all persons.w 

Section 2. Section 71-1306, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"71-1306. Right of blind person to be accompanied by 

guide dog in public places and in housing accommodations. 

llL Every totally or partially blind person shall have the 

right to be accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained 

for the purpose, in any of the places where the public are 

invited--hotels, motels, public conveyances, public eating 

places, and places of amusement--without being charged extra 

for the guide dog: provided that he shall be liable for any 

damage done to the premises or facilities by such dog. 

(2) Every totally or partially blind person who has a 

guide dog, or wno obtains a guide dog, shall be entitled to 

full and equal access to all housing accommodations as 

provided in sections 64-3J6(J) and 71-1310, R.C.M. 1947, and 

he shall not be requireu to pay extra COffii'en3ation for sucn 

guide dog but shall be liable for any damage aone to tne 

-2- liB 86 
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premises by such a guide dog.• 

Section 3. Section 71-1307, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"71-1307. Duty of pedestrian or driver approaching 

blind person. Any pedestrian who is not wholly or partially 

blind, or any driver of a vehicle who approaches or comes in 

contact with a person wholly or partially blind carrying a 

cane or walking stick predominately white or metallic in 

color or white tipped with red or being led by a trained 

guide dog wearing a harness and walking on either side of or 

slightly in front of said blind person shall immediately 

come to a full stop and take such precautions before 

proceeding as may be necessary to avoid accident or injury 

to the person wholly or partially blind. Any driver or 

pedestrian who fails to take such precautions shall be 

liable in damages for any injury caused such pedestrian! 

provided that a totally or partially blind ?edestrian not 

carrying such a cane or using a guide dog in any of the 

places, accommodations, or conveyances listed in section 

71-1305 shall have all of the rights and privileges 

conferred by law ll,?On otner persons, and t:"te failure of a 

totally or partially blind pedestrian to carry such a cane 

or to use a guide dog in any such places, accommodations, or 

conveyances shall not be held to constitute nor be evidence 

of contributory negligence.w 
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Section 4. There is a new R.C.M. section that reaus as 

follows: 

Penalty for violation. Any person or persons, fir.n or 

corporation, or the agent of any person or persons, firm or 

corporation who uenies or interferes with admittance to or 

enjoyment of the public 

71-1305, or otherwise 

facilities 

interferes 

enumerated 

with 

in section 

totally or partially blind or otherwise 

the rights 

disabled 

of a 

person 

under section 71-1305, is guilty of a misdemeanor.• 

Section S. There is a new R.C.M. section tnat reads as 

follows: 

!!iQ 

Access to nousing 

visually •• anUicapped 

accommodations. (1) Blind personsy 

pe~eftsy--efta--e~~e~--pftrs~ee~~r 

«~sab~ed parsons shall be entitled to full and equal access, 

as other members of the general public, to all housiny 

accommodations offered for rent, lease, or compensation in 

this state, subject to tile conditions ano limitations 

established by law and applicable alike to all 2ersons. 

( 2) •Housing accommodations" ueans any real property, 

or portion ·thereof, which is used or occupied or is 

intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occu~ieu, as 

the home, residence, or sleeping place of one or more human 

beings, but shall not include any accommodations incluued 

within subsection (1) or any single family resiuence tne 

occupants of which rent, lease, or furnish for compensation 

-4- !ill G6 
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1 :wt more t::tan one (1) room therein. 

2 ( 3] :lothing in this section s.1all require any person 

3 

4 

5 

renting, leasing, or proviuing 

~)roperty to modify .LliS property 

~ig:1er degree of car" for a blind 

for compensation real 

in any way or provide a 

person7 ~ visually 

6 handicap~ed pe~seftT-e~-etfte~-p~yeiea~iy-~ea&~ee person than 

7 for a person who is not pftysiea%%y ~ disabled. 

-~nd-
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