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INT.~ODUCEj i!Y _ 

~)'~At' 
A BILL FOR AN ACT :E,1'1TITLED: "Mi ACT REVISING 

FOR CLASS EIGHT PROPER'IY CLASSIFICATIOI<; RLDUCHiG TnE 

MINI1·1Ui1 AGE FOR WIDOWS AHD WiuO•'IERS ALIKJ:. TO SIA'rY (6J) 

YEARS; INCREASING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE Il•CO!o!E; EXTEl~DING 

ELIGIBILITY TO PERSONS RECEIVING DISABILITY BI:;NEFITS; 

AMENDHIG SBCTIO>~ <14-301, R. C.M. 1947." 

B£: IT Ei•ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF Thl:. STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 84-301, R.C.1'1. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"84-301. Classification of property for taxation. For 

the puriJose of taxation t;1e taxable property in tne state 

shall be classified as follows: 

Class One. The annual net proceeds of all mines and 

mining claims, after deducting only the expenses specified 

and allowed oy section 84-j4lJ3; also wilere the right to 

enter upon land, to explore or prospect, or dig for oil, 

gas, coal or mineral is reserved in lana or received by 

mesne conveyance (exclusive of leasehold interests), devise 

or succession by any flerson or corporation, the surface 

title to whicn nas passed to or remains in anotuer, the 

state <leJ?artment of revenue shall determine the value of tne 
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right to enter upon saici tract of land for the purflose of 

digging, exploring, or pros.,ecting for gas, oil, coal or 

minerals, and the same shall be placed in this 

classification for tile purpose of taxation. 

Class Two. All agricultural and other tools, implements 

and machinery, gas and other engines and boilers, tnreshing 

machines and outfits used therewith, automobiles, motor 

trucks and other power-driven cars, vehicles of all kinds 

except mobile homes, boats and all watercraft, harness, 

saddlery and robes and except as provided in Class Five (b) 

of this section, all poles, lines, transformers, transformer 

stations, meters, tools, improvements, macninery an~ other 

property used and owned by all persons, firms, corporations, 

and other organizations which are engaged in tite business of 

furnisiling telephone communications, exclusively to rural 

areas, or to rural areas and cities and towns provided that 

any such city or town has a population of eight ilundred 

(dOO) persons or less; and provided further, tnat the 

average circuit miles for each station on tne system is more 

than one and one-quarter (l 1/4) miles. 

Class Three. Livestock, poultry and unprocessed 

products of both; stocks of merchandise of all sorts, 

together with furniture and fixtures used therewith, except 

n~bile homes; and all office or note! furniture and 

fixtures. 
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improvements, and 

(a) All land, 

all trailers 

LC 0340 

town and city lots, witn 

affixed to land owned, 

leasea, or under contract or purchase by tne trailer owner, 

manufacturing and mining machinery, fixtures anci supplies, 

except as otherwise provided by tne constitution of Montana, 

and exce~t as such property may be included in Class Five, 

Class Seven or Class Eight. 

(b) Mobile homes without regard to the ownership of 

the land upon which they are situated, except those held by 

a distributor or dealer of mobile homes as part of his stock 

in trade, and except as such property may be included in 

Class Eight. 

Class Five. (a) All moneys and credits, securea or 

unsecured, including all state, county, school district and 

other municipal bonds, warrants and securities, without any 

deduction or offset: provided, however, that the terms 

"moneys and credits" as herein used shall not embrace the 

moneyed capital employed in the banking business by any 

banking corporation or individual in this state. 

(b) All poles, lines, transformers, transformer 

stations, meters, tools, improvements, machinery and other 

property used and owned by co-operative rural electrical anti 

co-operative rural telephone associations organized under 

the laws of Montana exce~t those within the incorporated 

limits of a city or town in which less tnan ninety-five per 
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cent (95%] of the electric consumers ana/or telephone users 

are served by a co-operative organization, and as to the 

property enumerated in this sub-section (b) within 

incorporated limits of a city or town in whicil less than 

ninety-five per cent (95%] of the electric consumers or 

users will be 3erved by a co-operative organization, sucn 

property shall be put in Class Two. 

(c) All unprocessed agricultural products either on 

the farm or in storage, irrespective of Wilether saiu 

products are owned by the elevator, warehouse or flour mill 

owner or company storing the same, or any other person 

whomsoever, except all perishable fruits and vegetables in 

farm storage and owned by tue }'reducer, ana excepting 

livestock and poultry and the unprocessea prociucts of both. 

(d) The dwelling nouse, and tne lot on wilich it is 

erected, owned and occupied by any resident of the state, 

who has been honorably discnarged from active service in any 

branch of the armed forces, who is rated one huncired J?Br 

cent (100%) disabled due to a service-connecte~ uisability 

by the United States veterans adrr~nistration or its 

successors. 

In the event of the veteran's death, tne awelling 

house, and the lot on which it is erectea, so long as the 

widow remains unmarriea and the owner and occupant of tne 

property, shall remain within tnis classification. 
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Class Six. Property formerly included in this class is 

now classified by section B4-30a, R.C.~!. b47. 

Class Seven. (a) All new industrial 2roperty. New 

industrial property shall mean any new industrial plant, 

including land, buildings, llldc:1inery and fixtures wi1ich, in 

the determination of the state department of revenue, is 

used by a new inuustry uuring t:ne first tnree (3) years of 

operation not aaving oeen assessee prior to July 1, 1361, 

within the state of ~bntana. New industry snall mean any 

person, corporation, fir@, partnership, association, or 

other 9roup which establisnes a new plant or plants in this 

state for the operation of a new industrial endeavor, as 

aistinguishcd from a mere expansion, reorganization, or 

merger of an existing industry or industries. Provided, 

i10wever, that new industrial property s:nall ue limited to 

industries that manufact<lre, mill, mine, ,t>rociuce, J?roc::ess or 

fabricate materials, or Jo similar work in which capital and 

labor are employed and in which materials unserviceable in 

tneir natural state are extracted, processeu or made fit for 

use or are substantially altered or treateti so as to create 

corruuercial !Jroaucts or materials; and in no event S11all the 

term n~w industrial property oe includeu to mean property 

usea by retail or wholesale merchants, commercial services 

of any type, agriculture, trades or ,_;rofessions. And 

provided further, tl1at ne·"' industrial pro,_;erty shall not be 
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included to mean property which is used or employed in any 

industrial plant which has been in opera'.:ion in b1is state 

for three (3) tears or longer. Any person, corporation, 

firm, partnership, association or other group seeking to 

qualify its prot?erty for inclusion in this class shall ruake 

application to the state department of revenue in such 

manner and forffi as may be required by said department. 

Class Eight. Any improvement on real property, trailers 

affixed to land or mobile home belonging to any !-'<ilrson W.lO 

qualifies under any one or more of the nereinafter set forth 

categories, valued at not more than seventeen taousand five 

huncireu dollars ($17,500), which is owned or under a 

contract for deed, and which is actually occupied by: 

(1) a widow e~K~y-~we-~6%* sixty (60) years of age or 

older, whether with or without minor dependent chilaren, who 

qualifies uncer the income limitations of (4i, or 

(2) a widower e~K~y-f~ve-~65* sixty (60) tears of age 

or older, wnether with or witnout minor ~ependent children, 

wno qualifies under the income lL~itations of (4), or 

(3) a wiaow with minor or dependent cnildren 

regardless of age, wno <..jualifies uncier tne income 

limitations of (4), or 

(4) a recipient of retirement benefits wnose income 

from all sources is not more than £e'l!r six thousand dollars 

~·4;fi<'lfi* ($6,000) for a single person and £±¥e-trie'l!edftd-~We 

-6-
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!ott~ft<!lree seven thousand five hundred dollars 

if57~ee• l$7,500) for a married couple per annum. 

Provided, further, that one who applies for classification 

of property under this class must make an affidavit to the 

state department of revenue on a form as may ne provided by 

the state department of revenue supplied without cost to the 

applicant, as to his income, if applicable, as to his 

retirement benefits, if ap?licable, or, as to his marital 

status, if applicable, and to the fact that he or she 

actually occupies such improvements with right of the county 

welfare board to investigate the ap~licant, on the 

completion of the form, as to answers given on the form. 

Provi~ed, further, that the value of said ?roperty shall not 

increase during the life of the recipient of retirement 

15 benefits or widow or widower covered under this class. For 

16 purposes of the affidavit required for classification of 

17 property under this class, it shall be sufficient if the 

18 applicant signs a statement swearing to or affirming the 

19 correctness of the information supplied, whether or not the 

20 statement is signed before a person authorized to administer 

21 oaths, and mails the application and statement to the 

22 department of revenue. This signed statement shall be 

23 treated as a statement under oath or equivalent affirmation 

24 for p..Ir..,oses of section 94-7-203, R.C.M. 1947, relating to 

25 the criminal offense of false swearing. 
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(5) a disabled person whose income meets the 

limitations set in class eight, subclass (4) of this 

section. 7he disability, an inability to engage_in d~ 

substantial gainful activity because of a medically 

determinable physical or mental impairment that is ex~ected 

to result in death or last at least twelve (12) 1,1ontns, may 

be shown by proof of receipt of either social security 

disability benefits, supplemental security income benefits, 

or their replacement and compliance with the frovisions of 

class eight, subclass (4) as applied to disability payments 

instead of retirement benefits. 

Class Nine. All property not included in the eight (~) 

preceding classes." 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. __ 30·75 ____ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form RIJ-15 

In compliance with a written request received __ .Jan.wuy 14 19 _15_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ Hguse _ _6l!l!l5 __ ------- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to revise the qualifications for Class 8 property classification by reducing the minimum age for widowers and widows to 
age 60 from age 65 and 62 respectively; by increasing the income limitation to $6,000 for a single person and $7,500 for a married 
couple from $4,000 and $5,200 respectively; by extending eligibility to persons receiving disability benefits. Eligibility for 
Class 8 property classification reduces property taxes by 50%. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Approximately 3000 more individuals would qualify for Class 8 property classification (rather than Class 4) under House Bill 85. 

2. Average market value of Class 8 property is $12,500 per individual; assessed value is 40% of market value; taxable value is 
15% of assessed value (compared to 30% for Class 4). Thus, approximately $15,000,000 in assessed value of property would 
be affected and will not change significantly from FY 76 to FY 77. 

3. Six mills will be levied for universities in FY 16 and FY 77, As much as 8 mill$ may be necessary in FY 77 in support of public 
school permissive levy; local governmentlevy will average 219 mills. 

-'-- 4. No additional e~penditures will be required. 

FV78 FY 77 (11 FY 77 121 

FISCAL IMPACT: 8 mill state levy 6 mill state levy 14 mill state levy 

Property tax collections from affected property under current law $ 27,000 $ 27,000 $ 63,000 

Collections under proposed law 13,500 13,500 31,500 

Decrease in collections $ 131500 $ 13,500 111 $ 31,500 121 

CONCLUSION: 

Enactment of House Bill85 would result in a revenue loss to the State of $27,000 to $45,000 during the biennium. 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Loss of revenue to local governments would be approximately $985,600 during the biennium (loss of $2,250,000 in taxable 
value statewide. 219 mills for each year). The loss to any one unit of local government would depend on the value of the newly 
eligible Class 8 property. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
'--· Date: --~J~a!..!Cnu~a~ry.L-1:..!8!.J-•....!1~9..!..7~5-
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A?proved by Corrunittee 
on Tax;otion 

HOUSE BILL NO. 85 

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, BRAND, DRISCOLL, MENAHAN, 

LUEBECK, MULAR, CASEY, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PEVISING THE CRITERIA 

FOR CLASS EIGHT PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION; REDUCING THE 

c1VliMUH AGE FOR NIDOWS AND WIDOiiERS ALIKE TO SIXTY (60) 

YEARS; !:'<CREASING THE MAXUlUM ALLOWABLE I:<COME; EXTENDING 

ELIGIBILI'.>'Y •ro PERSONS RI:CEIVING DISABILITY BE'1EFITS; 

A.'iE~TlJING SECTION 84-301, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MO;'!TANA: 

Section 1. Section 84-301, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"~4-301. Classification of property for taxation. For 

the !Jurpose of taxation the taxable property in the state 

shall be classified as follows: 

Class One. The annual net proceeds of all mines anJ 

mining claims, after deducting only the expenses specified 

and allowed by section 84-5403; also where the right to 

enter upon land, to explore or prospect, or dig for oil, 

gas, coal or mineral is reserved in land or received by 

mesne conveyance (exclusive of leasehold interests), devise 

or succession by any person or corporation, the surface 

title to which has passed to or remains in another, the 
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state department of revenue shall determine the value of the 

right to enter upon said tract of land for the purpose of 

digging, exploring, or prospecting for gas, oil, coal or 

minerals, and the same shall be placed in this 

classification for the purpose of taxation. 

Class Two. All agricultural and other tools, implements 

and machinery, gas and other engines and boilers, threshing 

machines and outfits used therewith, automobiles, motor 

trucks ·and other power-driven cars, vehicles of all kinds 

except mobile homes, boats and all watercraft, harness, 

saddlery and robes and except as provided in Class Five (b) 

of this section, all poles, lines, transformers, transformer 

stations, meters, tools, improvements, machinery and other 

property used and owned by all persons, firms, corporations, 

and other organizations which are engaged in the business of 

furnishing telephone communications, exclusively to rural 

areas, or to rural areas and cities and towns provided that 

any such city or town has a population of eight hundred 

(BOO) persons or less; and provided further, that the 

average circuit miles for each station on the system is more 

than one and one-quarter (l l/4) miles. 

Class Three. Livestock, poultry and unprocessed 

products of both; stocks of merchandise of all sorts, 

together with furniture and fixtures used therewith, except 

mobile homes: and all office or hotel furniture and 

-2- HB 85 
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fixtures. 

Class Four. (a) All land, town and city lots, with 

improvements, and all trailers affixed to land owned, 

leased, or under contract or purchase by the trailer owner, 

manufacturing and mining machinery, fixtures and supplies, 

except as otherwise provided by the constitution of Montana, 

and except as such property may be included in Class Five, 

Class Seven or Class Eight. 

(b) Mobile homes without regard to the ownership of 

the land upon which they are situated, except those held by 

a distributor or dealer of mobile homes as part of his stock 

in trade, and except as such property may be included in 

Class Eight. 

Class Five. (a) All moneys and credits, secured or 

unsecured, including all state, county, school district and 

other municipal bonds, warrants and securities, without any 

deduction or offset; provided, however, that the terms 

"moneys and credits" as herein used shall not embrace the 

moneyed capital employed in the banking business by any 

banking corporation or individual in this state. 

(b) All poles, lines, transformers, transformer 

stations, meters, tools, improvements, machinery and other 

property used and owned by co-operative rural electrical and 

co-operative rural telephone associations organized under 

the laws of Montana except those within the incorporated 

-3- HB 85 
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limits of a city or town in which less than ninety-five per 

cent (95%) of the electric consumers and/or telephone users 

are served by a co-operative organization, and as to the 

property enumerated in this sub-section (b) within 

incorporated limits of a city or town in which less than 

ninety-five per cent (95%) of the electric consumers or 

users will be served by a· co-operative organization, such 

property shall be put in Class Two. 

(c) All unprocessed agricultural products either on 

the farm or in storage, irrespective of whether said 

products are owned by the elevator, warehouse or flour mill 

owner or company storing the same, or any other person 

whomsoever, except all perishable fruits and vegetables in 

farm storage and owned by the producer, and excepting 

livestock and poultry and the unprocessed products of both. 

(d) The dwelling house, and the lot on which it is 

erected, owned and occupied by any resident of the state, 

who has been honorably discharged from active service in any 

branch of the armed forces, who is rated one hundred per 

cent (100%) disabled due to a service-connected disability 

by the United States veterans administration or its 

successors. 

In the event of the veteran's death, the dwelling 

house, and the lot on which it is erected, so long as the 

widow remains unmarried and the owner and occupant of the 

-4- HB 85 
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property, shall remain within this classification. 

Class Six. Property formerly included in this class is 

now classified by section 84-308, R.C.M. 1947. 

Class Seven. (a) All new industrial property. Ne\"1 

industrial property shall mean any new industrial plant, 

including land, buildings, machinery and fixtures which, in 

the determination of the state department of revenue, is 

used by a new industry during the first three (3) years of 

operation not having been assessed prior to July 1, 1961, 

within the state of Montana. New industry shall mean any 

person, corporation, firm, partnership, association, or 

other group which establishes a new plant or plants in this 

state for the operation of a new industrial endeavor, as 

distinguished from a mere expansion, reorganization, or 

merger of an existing industry or industries. Provided, 

however, that new industrial property shall be limited to 

industries that manufacture,. mill, mine, produce, process or 

fabricate materials, or do similar work in which capital and 

labor are employed and in which materials unserviceable in 

their natural state are extracted, processed or made fit for 

use or are substantially altered or treated so as to create 

commercial products or materials; and in no event shall the 

term new industrial property be included to mean property 

used by retail or wholesale merchants, commercial services 

of any type, agriculture, trades or professions. And 
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provided further, that new industrial property shall not be 

included to mean property which is used or employed in any 

industrial plant which has been in operation in this state 

for three (3) years or longer. Any person, corporation, 

firm, partnership, association or other group seeking to 

qualify its property for inclusion in this class shall make 

application to the state department of revenue in such 

manner and form as may be required by said department. 

Class Eight. Any improvement on real property, trailers 

affixed to land or mobile home belonging to any person who 

qualifies under any one or more of the hereinafter set forth 

categories, valued at not more than seventeen thousand five 

hundred dollars ($17,500), which is owned or under a 

contract for deed, and which is actually occupied by: 

(l) a widow siH~y-~we-t6~t sixty (60) years of age or 

older, whether with or without minor dependent children, who 

qualifies under the income limitations of (4), or 

(2) a widower eiH~y-~~ve-t65t sixty (60) years of age 

or older, whether with or without minor dependent children, 

who qualifies under the income limitations of (4), or 

(3) a widow with minor or dependent children 

regardless of age, who qualifies under the income 

limitations of (4), or 

(4) a recipient of retirement OR DISABILITY benefits 

whose income from all sources is not more than ~e~r siH FOUR 

-6- HB 85 
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thousand EIGHT Hu~DRED dollars ~~+,east t$6;&99t ($4,800) 

for a single person and ~~ve--~he~~afte--ewe--h~ftered ~e¥eft 

the~~afte-r~ve-h~ftdree SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FORTY dollars 

t$5y~99t t$~7599t ($6,240) for a married couple per annum. 

Provided, further, that one who applies for classification 

of property under this class must make an affidavit to the 

state department of revenue on a form as may be provided by 

the state department of revenue supplied without cost to the 

applicant, as to his .income, if applicable, as to his 

retirement OR DISABILITY benefits, if applicable, or, as to 

his marital status, if applicable, and to the fact that he 

or she actually occupies such improvements with right of the 

county welfare board to investigate the applicant, on the 

completion of the form, as to answers given on the form. 

Provided, further, that the value of said property shall not 

increase during the life of the recipient of retirement OR 

DISABILITY benefits or widow or widower covered under this 

class. For purposes of the affidavit required for 

1~ classification of property under this class, it shall be 

20 sufficient if the applicant signs a statement swearing to or 

21 affirming the correctness of the information supplied, 

22 whether or not the statement is signed before a person 

23 authorized to administer oaths, and mails the application 

24 and statement to the department of revenue. This signed 

25 statement shall be treated as a statement under oath or 
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equivalent affirmation for purposes of section 94-7-203, 

R.C.M. 1947, relating to the criminal offense of false 

swearing. 

~5t--a--d~~~~ee--eer~eft---whe~e---~fteeme---meeee---ehe 

~~m~eet~eft~--see--~ft--e~e~e--e~,ht;--e~e~aee--t+t--er--th~e 

eeee~eft~--~he-d~eeb~i~ey7-eft--~e~~i~ty--te--ee'a'e--~e--aey 

s~steet~e~---,a~e£~~---eet~v~~y---beee~ee--er--a--med~eei~y 

deeerm~eeb~e-phye~eei-er-meetei-~mpe~~eet-thet-is--e~~eetee 

te--reeHit-ie-eeeth-er-~eet-et-ieeet-twe~ve-ti~t-meethsT-MaY 

be-ehewe-by-preer--e£--reee~pt--er--e~ther--seeiei--eeeHriti 

di~eh~~~ty--heeer~ts7-eHpp~emeete~-eeeHr~ty-~fteeme-hefter~tsT 

er-the~r-rep~eeemeet-eftd-eempi~eftee-w~th-the--previsiefts--e~ 

e~eee--e~,ht;-sHbe~aee-~+t-ae-eppi~ee-te-e~sabiiity-peymeete 

~e~tead-e£-ret~remeet-beeerite~ 

Class Nine. All property not included in the eight (8) 

preceding classes.~ 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 85 

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, BRAND, DRISCOLL, MENAHAN, 

LUEBECK, MULAR, CASEY, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REVISING THE CRITERIA 

FOR CLASS EIGHT PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION; REDUCING THE 

MINU1UM AGE FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS ALIKE TO SIXTY (60) 

YEARS; INCREASING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE INCOME; EXTENDING 

ELIGIBILITY TO PERSONS RECEIVING DISABILITY BENEFITS; 

AMENDING SECTION 84-301, R.C.M. 1947,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 84-301, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•84-301. Classification of property for taxation. For 

the purpose of taxation the taxable property in the state 

shall b,, classified as follows: 

Class One. The annual net proceeds of all mines and 

mining claims, after deducting only the expenses specified 

and- allowed by section 84-5403; also where the right to 

enter upon land, to explore or prospect, or dig for oil, 

gas, coal or mineral is reserved in land or received by 

mesne conveyance (exclusive of leasehold interests), devise 

or succession ~ any person or corporation, the surface 

• title to which has passed to or remains in another~ the 
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HB 1)085/02 

state department of revenue shall determine the value of the 

right to enter upon said tract of land for the purpose of 

digging, exploring, or prospecting for gas, oil, coal or 

minerals, and the same shall be placed in this 

classification for the purpose of taxation. 

Class Two. All agricultural and other tools, implements 

and machinery, gas and other engines and boile»s, threshing 

machines and outfits used therewith, automobiles, motor 

trucks ·and other power-driven cars, vehicles of all kinds 

except mobile homes, boats and all watercraft, harness, 

saddlery and robes and except as provided in Class Five (b) 

of this section, all poles, lines, transformers, transformer 

stations, meters, tools, improvements, machinery and other 

property used and owned by all persons, firms, corporations, 

and other organizations which are engaged in the business of 

furnishing telephone communications, exclusively to rural 

areas, or to rural areas and cities and towns provided that 

any such city or town has a population of eight hundred 

(BOO) persons or less; and provided further, that the 

average circuit miles for each station on the system is more 

than one and one-quarter (1 1/4) miles. 

Class Three. Livestock, poultry and unprocessed 

products of both; stocks of merchandise of all sorts, 

together with furniture and fixtures used therewith, except 

mobile homes; and all office or hotel furniture and 
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fNr+"=ea. 

Cl- Pom:. (a) • All lal'Jd., town aJaCi c.i ty lots , with 

aDd all trailers affixed t:o laad --a, 

l....a.. or UDder ·COift:rae't. er purchase by the traUer OWD«r, 

___.act:wriDCJ aDd llli.niaq aaehinery"' fi«tiB'ei!S and nppl.i-, 

-exc.p£ - at.heJ::wi-.e provided by tfte CODSti."i!Utioft of MDR&:ana., 

and EHlC8Pt as fluch property may be i.Jicl'IJded in Class Five, 

c::J.••• filiMTe• or Cla8a £19tft. 

(bt Mobile holies witbout regard to the ownership of 

the l..and upon Whieh they are situated, except tho-.e held by 

a distributor or dealer of mobile homes as part of his stock 

in trade, and except as euch property may be included in 

Class Eiqht. 

Cla~s Five. (a) All moneys and credits, secured or 

unsecured, iDClw:iinq a.l.l state., county, school district and 

other municipal bonds, warrants and securities, without any 

deduction or. offset; provided, however, that the terms 

•moneys and credits• as herein used shall not embrace the 

moneyed capital employed in the banking business by any 

banking corporation or individual in this state. 

(b) All poles, lines, transformers, transformer 

stations, meters, tools, improvements, machinery and other 

property used awd owned by co-operative rural electrical and 

eo-operative rural telephone associatioPS organized under 

the laws of Montana except those within the incorporated 
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limits of a city or town in which less than ninety-five per 

cent {95%) of the electric consumers and/or telephone users 

are served by a co-operative organization, and as to the 

property enumerated in this sub-section (b) within 

il'I'C0rp01:"ated limits of a city or town in which less than 

ninety-five per cent (95%} of the electric consumers or 

users wi~l be served by a co-operative organization, such 

proPertY shall be put in Class Two. 

(c) All unprocessed agricultural products either on 

the farm or in storage, irrespective of whether said 

products are owned by the elevator, warehouse or flour mill 

owner or company storing the same, or any other person 

whomsoever, except all perishable fruits and vegetables in 

farm storage and owned by the producer, and excepting 

livestock and poultry and the unprocessed products of both. 

(d) The dwelling house, and the lot on which it is 

erected, owned and occupied by any resident of the state, 

who has been honorably discharged from active service in any 

branch of the armed forces, who is rated one hundred per 

cent (100%) disabled due to a service-connected disability 

by the Unit~d States veterans administration or its 

successors. 

In the event of the veteran's death, the dwelling 

house, and the lot on which it is erected, so long as the 

widow remains unmarried and the owner and occupant of the 
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property, shall remain within this classification. 

Class Six. Property formerly included in this class is 

now classified by section 84-308, R.C.M. 1947. 

Class Seven. (a) All new industrial property. New 

industrial property shall mean any new industrial·plant, 

including land, buildings, machinery and fixtures which, in 

the determination of the state department of revenue, is 

used by a new industry during the first three (3) years of 

operation not having been assessed prior to July 1, 19&1, 

within the state of Montana. New industry shall mean any 

person, corporation, firm, partnership, association, or 

other group which establishes a new plant or plants in this 

state for the operation of a new industrial endeavor, as 

distinguished from a mere expansion, reorganization, or 

merger of an existing industry or industries. Provided, 

however, that ne~ industrial property shall be limited to 

industries that manufacture, mill, mine, produce, process or 

fabricate materials, or do similar work in which capital and 

labOr are employed and in which materials unserviceable in 

their natural state are extracted, processed or made fit for 

use or are substantially altered or treated so as to create 

commercial products or materials; and in no event shall the 

term new industrial property be included to mean property 

used by reta~ or wholesale merchants, commercial services 

• 
of any type, agriculture, trad~s or professions. And 
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provided further, that new industrial property shall not be 

included to mean property which is used or employed in any 

industrial plant which has been in operation in this state 

for three (3) years or longer. Any person, corporation, 

firm, partnership, association or other group seeking to 

qualify its property for inclusion in this class shall make 

application to the state department of revenue in such 

manner and form as may be required by said department. 

Class Eight. Any improvement on real property, trailers 

affixed to land or mobile home belonging to any person who 

qualifies under any one or more of the hereinafter set forth 

categories, valued at not more than seventeen thousand five 

hundred dollars ($17,500), which is owned or under a 

contract for deed, and which is actually occupied by: 

(1) a widow s~Mey-ewe-t6~t sixty (60) years of age or 

older, whethe~ with or without minor dependent children, who 

qualifies under the income limitations of (4), or 

(2) a widower s~Mey-f*ve-t65t sixty (60) years of age 

or older, whether with or without minor dependent children, 

who qualifies under the income limitations of (4), or 

(3) a widow with minor or dependent children 

regardless of age, who qualifies under the income 

limitations of (4), or 

(4) a recipient of retirement OR DISABILITY benefits 

whose income from all sources is not more than fe~r ~ ~ 
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thousand EIGHT HUNDRED dollars i~+y&&&t t$6y&&&t ($4,800) 

for a single person and f~¥e--ehe~saBe--ewa--ft•ft5~~ !!!!! 

~~aaft&-f~¥e-ft~e~ee SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FORTY dollars 

i&Syi&&t i$'rs&&t ($6,240) for a married_couple per annum. 

Provided, further, that one who a~plies for classification 

of property under this class must make an affidavit to the 

state department of revenue on a form as may be provided by 

the state department of revenue supplied without cost to the 

applicant, as to his income, if applicable, as to his 

retirement OR DISABILITY benefits, if applicable, or, as to 

his marital status, if applicable, and to the fact that he 

or she actually occupies such improvements with right of the 

county welfare board to investigate the applicant, on the 

completion of the form, as to answers given on the form. 

Provided, further, that the value of said property shall not 

increase during the life of the recipient of retirement OR 

DISABILITY benefits or widow or widower covered under this 

class. For purposes of the affidavit required for 

l~ classification of property under this class, it shall be 

20 sufficient if the applicant signs a statement swearing to or 

21 affirming the correctness of the information supplied, 

22 whether or not the statement is. signed before a person 

23 authorized to administer oaths, and mails the application 
I 

24 and statement to the department of revenue. This signed 

25 statement shall be treated as a statement under oath or 
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equivalent affirmation for purposes of section 94-7-203, 

R.C,M, 1947, relating to the criminal offense of false 

swearing. 

iSt--a--aieab~ee--pereeft---wftese---iaeeme---aee~e---~fte 

~imi~a-iefte--se~--ia--e~aes--ei!ft-I--e~e~aea--~+t--e4--ehie 

se~ieBT--~ke-eieebi~i~r7-aa--iaaai~i~x--~--ea,a,e--ia--aar 

s~s~aa~ia~---,aiaf•~---ae~*•*er---beea~ee--ef--a--.eaiee~i7 

de~ermiaftbie-pftreieai-er-mea~a!-impairmea~-eaa~-is--eKpee~ed 

~e--res•~~-ia-aea~ft-er-iae~-·~-ieas~-~we~¥e-i~i+-meaefts7-mar 

be-ekewft-~-preef--e£--reeeipe--e£--eieher--eeeia~--see•rier 

disae*~*~r--heaefi~sy-••rp~eaeaea~-eee•r*~r-iaeeme-heftef*~•z 

er-tfteir-rep~aeemea~-aad-ee!piiaaee-w~~ft-~e--pre¥ieieas--ef 

e~ase--e~,ft~y-sft8e~aes-~+~-ae-app~ied-~-dieae~~i~r-parmeaes 

ias~ead-ef-r~iremea~-eeaefi~T 

Class Nine. All property not included in the eight (8} 

preceding classes.• 

-End-
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