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INTRODUCED BY '''U4f5<" r •• '&#'H et 

A BILL FOR A,.; ACT EN'IITLBD: "AN ACT RELATED TO THE SCHOOL 

TRlu-ISPORTATION REIHBURSEMENT RATE SCHEDULES: PROVIDING AN 

D<CRLASE OF THE BUS PER MILE REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULES: AND 

AMENDii.;G SECTION 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7018. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus 

milea~e rates. The following bus mileage rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources of transportation revenue under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of an\• 

vehicle reinbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schec.ule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation committee and the superintendent of 
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public instruction. 

(1) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on an 

approved route is not less than seventy-five per cent (75%) 

of its rated capacity: 

ier-~e~¥e-eeft~s-t~T~~t-per-ess-m~~e-ier-a--seaee~--b~e 

w~~-a-~e~e~-eapee~~y-ei-e~K-t6t-eft~~areft-er-ieeeT 

tht--r~i~eeft-eeft~e-t~Y~6r-per-h~s-M~~e-ier-a-eeke~-b~e 

w~~-a-re~ea-eapaei~y-ei-fte~-~eee-~eft--ee¥eft--tit--e~~--fte~ 

mere-~ft-e~e¥eft-t~~t-efti~~reftT 

tet~ ~weft~y-eeft~e-t~Y~et forty-five cents ($.45) per 

bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less 

tnan twelve (12) but not more than ~~r~y-t~et fifty (50} 

children; and 

tlit ~ when the rated capacity is more than ~ftir~y 

H6tfifty (50} children, an additional efte-fte~i--eeft~ 

t•Tee6ttwo cents ($.02) per bus mile for each additional 

child in the rated capacity in excess of ~Air~y-t~etfifty 

(50) shall be added to a base rate of ~Weft~y--eeft~~ 

t~~~Btforty-five cents ($.45) per bus mile. 

(2) :/hen t!1e number of eligible transportees boardiny a 

school bus on an approved route is less than seventy-five 

per cent (75%) of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

traveled snall be computed as follows: 
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(a} determine the number of eligible transportees 

boarding tne school bus on such route; 

(b) multiply the number determined in subsection (2) 

(a) by twenty-five per cent (25i) and round-off to the 

nearest whole nUiliDer;, 

(c) add the amoW1t calculated in s1JQsection (2) (b) to 

7 the nwober <letermined in subsecti011 l2} (a) to diirtermine tile 

a ad jus~ rated capac;iday for the bus; and 

9 (d), 1.1se the adjusteQ. rated capacity determined in 

10 sl.lDsectiQQ (2) (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

11 determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate 

12 schedule in subsection (1) above. 

l3 The rated capacity shall be the nwober of riding 

14 positions of a scnool b1.1s as determined under the policy 

15 adopted by the board of education.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 45-75 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form IH>·15 

In compliance with a written request received .January 17 , 19 _25_, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note· 

for House Bill 53 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act providing an increase of the school bus per mile reimbursement schedules. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The size and number of buses, routes, miles traveled, and size of loads are assumed constant for the purpose of predicting the 
fiscal impact of the ac" 

2. State reimbursement for high school on schedule transportation costs is one-third of the on schedule amounts as established 
under Section 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947. The county reimbursement is 2/3 of the on schedule amount; a county-wide levy for 
transportation reimbursement is authorized for such purpose. Over schedule costs are borne by the district. 

3. Reimbursement for elementary school on schedule costs is borne 1/3 by the state and 1/3 by the county. The remaining 1/3 
plus any over schedule costs are borne by the district. 

4. The county's obligation to distr:icts for reimbursement for elementary transportation is paid from the revenue derived from 
the 25 mill basic county levy for elemen~ary schools before county equalization funds are apportioned for the Foundation Program. 

6. An increase in on schedule reimbursable transportation rates will reduce the amount of revenue to tho county cqualizntion aid 
tund, which in· turn would increase the amount of state equalization aid necessary to fully fund the Foundation Program. 

6. Under proposed law, state transportation reimbursement would nearly double for an increase of $1.3 million per year. 

7. Approximately 41.5% of state reimbursement is for high school transportation . 

• 

FISCAL IMPACT: PLEASE SEE FOLLOWING PAGE 

Continued 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ----------



STATE OF MONTANA 
JIEQUE.H NP. Mi·7§ 

FISCAL NOTE 

For,m BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 17 , 19 2L , there !s h!IRPY submhUIQ f1 fti~l Not$ 

for House Bill 53 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirtv·Ninth ~~gislative 4"*mbl¥. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budg~t i111d Program Pltnni~. t~;~ members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

State Impact 

Increase in state share of transportation reimbursement 
for high schools (1/3) 

Increase in state share of transportation reimbursement 
for elementary schools 

Increase in state equalization aid payments to fully 
fund Foundation Program 

Total increased state expenditures 

County Impact 
Increase In county share of transportation reimbursement 
for high schools (2/3) to be funded through increa~ed 
county transportation levy 

Increase in county share for elementary transportation 

Total increased county expenditures 

District Impact 

Elementary School District 
(i.e., district contribution is reduced by the 
amount the state and county contributions 
are increased.) 

High School 

(The amount of "on schedule" costs to the district 
that are reimbursable from state and county sources 
is increased; hence district costs are decreased by 
the same amount.) 

Total decrease in District expenditures 

• Decrease 

----------~------------~~-~------------

FY76 

$ 540,000 

760,000 
1,300,000 

760,000 

'wo.ooo 

$1,080,000 

760,000 

$1 ,840,000 

- * ( 1 ,520,000) 

(1,620,000) * 

$(3, 140,000) * 

FY77 

$ 540_,000 

760,000 
1,300,000 

76(),000 

$2,060f000 

$1,080,000 

760,000 

$1,840,000 

( 1,520,000) 

(1,620,000) 

* 

* 

$(3, 140,000) * 
- • ;== ~ 

l::f:~ 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: january 22, 1975 
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

INTRODUCED BY ''"14,.,<" t J..• t*A''M AI 

A BILL FOR A-~ ACT E~·<'<I'i'LED: "AN ACT RELATED TO THE SCHOOL 

TRAdSPOR'rA7ION REH1BURSE!1EN7 RATE SCHEDULES~ PROVIDING A.."< 

INCREASE OF THE BUS PER MILE REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULES; AND 

AMENDLiG SECTION 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT E.\fACTED BY THE LEGISLM'URE OF THE STATE OF MONTAJ.'l"A: 

Section 1. Section 75-7vl8, a.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as ~allows: 

"75-7018. Schedule o::: maximwn reimbursement by bus 

mileage rates. The following bus mileage rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources of transportation revenue under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates 

s;Jall i10t limit the anount which a district r:~ay budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estii:Jated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

dur inc1 the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation ·of an'y· 

vehicle reinbursed under the rate provisions of this 

sche<'ule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

ariven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county tran>portation conMittez and the superintendent of 
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public instruction. 

(1) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on an 

approved route is not less than seventy-five per cent (75%) 

of its rated capacity: 

~at-~we~ve-eeft~s-~$~~~t-per-c~e-m*~e-~er-e--sehee~--c~s 

w*eft-e-ra~ee-eepaei~~-e~-eiM-t6t-ehi~areft-&r-~eesT 

tct--ri~~eeft-eeft~e-i$~~~t-per-c~s-m*:e-~er-a-sehee~-c~e 

wi~h-a-ra~ea-eapeei~y-er-fte~-~eee-~aft--eeveft--i~t--c~~-!fte~ 

mere-~aft-e:eveft-t~:t-ehi~ereftT 

~er~ ~weft~y-eeft~e-i$Ti1lr forty-five cents ($.45) ~er 

bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less 

b1an twelve (12) but not more than ~hirty-i~er fifty (50) 

cilildren; and 

ie!r ill_ when the rated capacity is more tnan ~flir~y 

t31lTfifty (50) children, an additional efte-ha:£--eeftt 

t$~ee5ttwo cents ($.02)_ per bus mile for each additional 

chilci in ~~e rated capacity in excess of ~ftir~y-t~1lrfifty 

(50) shall be added to a base rate of ~weft~y--eeft~e 

t$T~1lrforty-five cents ($.45) per bus mile. 

(2) ·.ihen t:<e number of eligible transportees boarding a 

school bus on an approved route is less than seventy-five 

per cent (75%) of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

traveled shall be computed as follows: 

-2- lltJSJ 
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l (a) de~er.nine the number of eligible transportees 

2 boarding t..>e school bus on sucn rouce: 

3 (bl multi~ly the number determined in subsection (2) 

4 (a) by cwenty-five per cent (25%} and round-off to tn.e 

5 nearest whole number; 

6 (c} add the amount calculated in subsection (2) (b) to 

7 t:le number J.ete=ined in subsection (2) (a) to detentine t:le 

a adjusted rated capacity for the bus; and 

9 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 

10 suosection (2} (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

ll determine t..oe rate per bus mile traveleJ. froto tne rate 

12 

l3 

14 

schedule in subsection (1) above. 

The rated capacity shall be the 

positions of a scnool bus as determined 

15 adopted by the board of education.M 

-End-

-3-
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under the policy 
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nOUSE BILL ~0. 53 

Approved by Committee 
on Appropriations 

IHTRODUCED BY HARKS, GUiJDERSON 

A BILL FOR &~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RELATED TO THE SCHOOL 

TRA~·lSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT RATE SCH"CDULES; PROVIDING AN 

INCREASE OF TilE ilUS PER MILE REIMBURSEM.E.N'l' SCHEDULES 1 AND 

:U.IENDING s ECTI0N 7 5-7018 I R. c. M. 194 7 .• 

ilE IT ENACTED llY TilE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7018. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus 

mileage rates. T;le following bus mileage rates for school 

ous transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to 

uistricts for school bus transportation from state and 

county SOllXCeS of transportation revenue under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates 

snall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

j~1rinn the en3uing scnool fiscal year~ ',11i•e operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a f;,s rntJte approved Ly the 

county transportation committes> and 'he s!lperintendent of 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
-"/ / -
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public instruction. 

(1) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following scnedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on an 

a~proved route is not less than seventy-five per cent (75%) 

of its rated capacity: 

tet-~e±¥e-eeft~-t$~±:t-~r-~-m~±e-£er-a--eehe~--b~e 

w~~h-s-~~ed-eapee~~y-e£-e~~-t6t-e~~eft-er-±ee~ 

+bt--£~£~eeft-eeft~e-t~~±st-~-h~e-m~%e-£er-~-eeftee±-~ 

wi~~-ra~e~-e~~e~~y-e~-fte~-±eee~h~ft--ee¥en--~~t--~~--fte~ 

m~~hftft-~e•en-t±±t-eh~±ere~ 

~et~ ~weft~y--eeft~e--t~~~~T £er~y-~¥e--eeft~e-~i~4~t 

THIRTY-FIVE CENTS ($.35) per bus mile for a school bus with 

a rated capacity of not less than twelve (12) but not more 

than ~fl±~y-~~~t fifty (50) children; and 

t~ti£1 when the rated capacity is more than ~h~r~ 

t'*Tfifty (50) children, an additional et'le-M±-£--eeft~ 

f~~~~~ttwo cents ($.02) per bus mile for each additional 

child in the rated capacity in excess of ~h~r~y-t~-atfifty 

(50) shall be added to a base rate of ~Weft~y--eeft~e--~~~~at 

£eroey-£±¥e--eeft~e--t!;i745t THIRTY-FIVE CENTS ($. 35) .>er bus 

mile. 

(2) When the number of eligible transportees boarding a 

school bus on an approved route is less than seventy-five 

per cent { 7 5%) of its rated capacity, Lle rate per bus mile 

-2- HB 53 
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1 traveled shall be com?uted as follows: 

2 (a) determine tile number of eligible transportees 

3 boarding the school bus on such route; 

4 (b) multiply the number determined in subsection (2) 

5 (a) by twenty-five per cent (25%) and round-off to the 

6 nearest whole number; 

7 (c) add the amount calculated in subsection (2) (b) to 

8 the number determined in subsection (2) (a) to determine the 

9 adjusted rated capacity for the bus1 and 

10 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 

11 subsection (2) (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

12 determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate 

13 

14 

15 

16 

schedule in subsection (1} above. 

The rated capacity shall be the 

positions of a school bus as determined 

adopted by the board of education.• 

-End-

-3-

number of riding 

under the policy 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 53 

INTRODUCED BY HARKS, GUtlDERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RELATED TO THE SCHOOL 

TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT RATE SCHEDULES; PROVIDING AN 

INCREASE OF THE :aUS PER ~IILE REil1BURSE14ENT SCHEDULES; AND 

AHENDING SECTION 75-7018, R.C,M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7018. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by ous 

mileage rates. T~e following bus mileage rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources of transportation revenue under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for tne 

estimated ~nd necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation committe·· and the superintendent of 
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public instruction. 

(1) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following scnedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding sucn school bus on an 

approved route is not less than seventy-five per cent (75%) 

of its rated capacity: 

tet-ewe~Ye-eeft~-tfT~zt-per-~-ma*e-~er-a--~--e~ 

~e-a-ra~ea-eapee~~y-ei-ei~-t~~-efti±ereft-er-~eeST 

~--~~~eeft-e~e-t~T%5t-per-ft~-mi~e-~-a-ee~-eee 

wi~-ra~ea-eapae~~y-e~ne~-~ees-eft8ft--ee¥en--~~--~--~ 

-~~~-eie¥eft-+iit-eftii~eft~ 

tet~ ~~y--een~e--t~T~~t ~er~~~Ye--eeft~e-t~~~5t 

THIRTY-FIVE CENTS ($.35) per bus mile for a school bus with 

a rated capacity of not less than twelve (12) but not more 

than -eMrty-t~~ fifty (50) children; and 

tati£1 when the rated capacity is more than ~ft~~y 

-t-3-etfifty (50) children, an additional e~~.e-MH--e~ 

~T~5ttwo cents ($.02) per bus mile for each additional 

child in the rated capacity in excess of ~k~~y-f~~fifty 

(50) shall be added to a base rate of ~Weft~y--ee~e--t~Tz~t 

~er~y-~~ve--eeft~~--t~T45t THIRTY-FIVE CENTS ($.35) ~er bus 

mile. 

(2) \'i'nen the number of eligible transportees boarding a 

school bus on an approved route is less than seventy-five 

per cent (75%) of its rated capacity, the rate j:?er bus mile 

-2- HB 53 
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1 traveled shall be computed as follows: 

2 (a} determine t.t"te mnber of elig.ible transportees 

3 boarding the school bus on such route~ 

4 (b) multiply the n~m~ber deteilllined in subsection {2) 

5 {a) by twenty-five per cent (251) and round-off to the 

6 nearest whole number~ 

7 (c) add the amount calculated in subsection [2) (bJ to 

B the number determined in subsection (2) (a) to determine the 

9 adjusted rated capacity for the bus1 and 

10 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 

11 subsection (2) (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

12 determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate 

13 schedule in subsection (l) above. 

14 The rated capacity shall be the number of riding 

15 positions of a school bus as determined under the policy 

16 adopted by the board of education.k 

-End-

-3- HB 53 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 53 

I!~TRODUCED BY MARKS, GUNDERSJi~ 

A diLL FOR Ai'l ACT Ei,TITLED: "AN ACT RELA'rED TO THE SCHOOL 

T~~SPORTATION REI~lliURSEMENT RATE SCHEDULES; PROVIDING Ai' 
INCREASE OF THE BUS PER MILE REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULES; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 75-7018, R.C.H. 1947." 

BE IT Ei,AC'rED i3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAI.'iA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7018, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7018. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus 

mileage rates. The following bus mileage rates for school 

nus transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources of 

provisions of sections 

transportation revenue under the 

75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its trans~ortation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation committee and the superintendent of 

R E F E R E H C E B I L L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0053/02 

public instruction, 

(1) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding sucn school bus on a:l 

approved route is not less than seventy-five per cent (75%) 

of its rated capacity: 

tat-~we~ve-eeft~s-tvT%~t-~e~-e~s-~~e-~e~-a--sefiee%--b~s 

w~~-a-Pa~ed-espae~~y-e~-S~K-t6t-eft~%d~eft-e~-~ess~ 

tbt--~~~~eeft-eeft~s-tvT%5t-~er-b~s-~%e-~e~-s-seaee%-b~s 

w~eh-a-~a~ed-es~se~~y-e~-fte~-%ess-~ftsft--seveft--t~t--b~~--fte~ 

mere-ehsft-e%e¥eft-t%%t-eh~idreft~ 

tet~ ~weft~y--eeft~s--tvT~et ~erer-~~ve--eeftee-tvT45t 

THIRTY-FIVE CENTS ($.35) per bus mile for a school bus with 

a rated capacity of not less than twelve (12) but not more 

than ~hir~y-f3et fifty (50) children; and 

teti£L when the rated 

taetfifty (50) children, 

capacity is more than ehirey 

an additional efte-ha%~--eeft~ 

f~Tee5ttwo cents ($.02) per bus mile for each additional 

child in th~ rated capacity in excess of ~h~r~r-taetfifty 

(50) shall be added to a base rate of ~weftey--eeftes--*~T~et 

£er~r-~i¥e--eeft~s--f~T45t THIRTY-FIVE CENTS ($.35) per bus 

mile. 

(2) <'inen the number of eligible transportees boarding a 

school bus on an approved route is less than seventy-five 

per cent (75%) of its rated.capacity, the rate per bus mile 

-2- .dB 53 
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1 traveled shall be computed as follows: 

2 (a) determine the number of eligible transportees 

3 boarding the school bus on such route; 

4 (b) multiply the number determined in subsection (2) 

5 (a) ~y twenty-five per cent (25%) and round-off to the 

6 nearest whole number; 

7 (c) add the amount calculated in subsection (2) (b) to 

B the number determined in subsection (2) (a) to determine the 

9 adjusted rated capacity for the bus; and 

10 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 

11 subsection (2) (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

12 determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate 

13 schedule in subsection {1) above. 

14 The rated capacity shall be the number of riding 

15 positions of a school bus as determined under the policy 

16 adopted by the board of education.• 

-Enu-

-3- HB 53 


