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~ BILLNO. 416 
DITRODUCED BY }"\ 1!-p, ~ 

A BILL FOR &~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

45-502, R.C.H. 1947, TO LENGTHEN THE PERIOD OF TIME IN IYHICH 

A HECHANIC'S LIEN MAY BE PERFECTED IN SOME CASES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 45-502, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"45-502. How lien perfected. (1) Every person wishing 

~o avail himself of the benefits of this chapter must file 

with the county clerk of the county in which the property or 

premises mentioned in the preceding section is situated, a~a 

w~ea~~-~~~eey-aay~-a~ee~-eae-maee~~a~-e~-maea~~e~y-a~e~esa~a 

aa~-~ee~-~~~~~eaea7-e~-eae-we~k-e~-~~e~-~e~~e~mea7 a just 

and true account of the amount due him, after allowing all 

credits, and containing a correct description of the 

property to be charged with such lien, verified by 

affidavit, but any error or mistake in the account or 

description does not affect the validity of the lien, if the 

property can be identified by the description; which paper 

containing the account, description, and affidavit is deemed 

~~e lien, and when there is an open account between the 

parties for labor, material, or machinery, such lien may be 
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i.e 0261 

filed within ninety days after the date of the last item in 

such account, and include all items and charges contained 

tl"!erein, for material or machinery furnished for, or work 

performed on, the property on which the lien is claimed. A 

lien filed after ninety (90) days is not valid against: 

(a) property which has been purchased by a bona fide 

purchaser in good faith and without notice of the lien. 

(D) any eroperty, the owner of wnich, the party 

c!aiming the lien did not directly deal. 

(2) As against all other parties the time in which the 

lien may be perfected shall be five (5) years following the 

completion of any work or improvement. 
I 

t~t-ill The time within whic;l to perfect the lien by 

filing of the notice of lien is shortened if the provisions 

of section ~-i45-502.17-e~-~ft~~-ae~ are complied with and a 

notice of completion is timely filed, in which event such 

notice of lien must be filed within sixty (60) days 

immediately following the first publication of the notice of 

completion. 

t-3:1--ill 'l';le following acts e~ £E. even t.s constitute 

"completion of any ·work or improvement" for the purpose of 

filing a notice of completion: 

(a) The written acceptance by the owner, his agent or 

nis re·f)resentati ve of the building, improvement or 

structure. The filing of a notice of completion saall not be 
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1 considered as an acceptance of the building, improvement, or 

2 other structure. 

3 (b) The cessation from labor for thirty (30) days upon 

4 any building, improvement or structure, or the alteration, 

5 addition to or repair thereof." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 46 

INTRODUCED BY KVAALEN 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

A BILL FOR AN ACT E~TITLED: "AN ACT TO Al·lEND SECTION 

45-502, R.C.M. 1947, TO LENGTHEN THE PERIOD OF TDIE Ill IilliCH 

A 1-iECHA:nc' S LIEN J.IAY BE PERFECTED IN SOME CASES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 45-502, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"45-502. How lien perfected. (1) Every person wishing 

to avail himself of the benefits of this chapter must file 

with the county clerk of the county in which the property or 

premises mentioned in the preceding section is situated, efta 

w~~ft~ft-ft~fte~~-aa~~-a~eer-~fte-ma~er~a~-er-maeft~ftery-e~ereea~a 

fta~-beeft-~erft~eftea7-er-~fte-wer~-er-~aber-~er~ermed7 a just 

and true account of the amount due him, after allowing all 

credits, and containing a correct description of the 

property to be charged with such lien, verified by 

affidavit, but any error or mistake in the account or 

description does not affect the validity of the lien, if the 

property can be identified by the description1 which paper 

containing the account, description, and affidavit is deemed 

the lien, and when there is an open account between the 

parties for labor, material, or machinery, such lien may be 
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HB 0046/02 

filed within ninety days after the date of the last item in 

such account, and include all items and charges contained 

therein, for material or machinery furnished for, or work 

performed on, the property on which the lien is claimed. A 

lien filed after ninety (90) days is not valid against:· 

(a) property which has been purchased by a bona fide 

purchaser in good faith and without notice of the lien. 

(b) any property, the owner of which, the party 

claiming the lien did not directly deal. 

(2) As against all other parties the time in which the 

lien may be perfected shall be £~¥e-t5r--rear~ ONE HUNDRED 

TWENTY (120) DAYS following the completion of any work or 

improvement. 

t~r-Jlt The time within which to perfect the lien by 

filing of the notice of lien is shortened if the provisions 

of _section 3--f45-502.lt-e~-~l't~e-ee~ are co1nplied with and a 

notice of completion is timely filed, in which event such 

notice of lien must be filed within sixty (60) days 

immediately following the first publication of the notice of 

completion. 

~~-i!l The following acts e~ or events constitute 

"completion of any work or improvementn for the purpose of 

filing a notice of completion: 

(a) The written acceptance by the owner, his agent or 

his representative of the building, improvement or 

-2- HB 46 
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1 stru~ture. The filing of a notice of completion shall not be 

2 considered as an acceptance of the building, improvement, or 

3 other structure. 

4 (b) The cessation from labor for thirty (30) days upon 

5 any building, improvement or structure, or the alteration, 

6 addition to or repair thereof.Q 

-End-

-3- HE 46 



44th Legislature HB 0046/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 46 

INTRODUCED BY KVAALEN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

45-502, R.C.M. 1947, TO LENGTHEN THE PERIOD OF TINE IN WHICH 

A MECHk.'liC 1 S LIEN MAY BE PERFECTED_ IN SOME CASES," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l, Section 45-502, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"45-502. How lien perfected, (1) Every person wishing 

to avail himself of the benefits of this chapter must file 

with the county clerk of the county in which the property or 

premises ntentioned in the preceding section is situated, a~d 

w~e~~ft-~~fteey-day~-a~eer-e~e-maeer~e~-er-mae~~ftery-a~ereea~ft 

~e~-beeft-~~rft~~~ed7-er-e~e-wer~-er-~eber-~er~ermed7 a just 

and true account of the amount due him, after allowing all 

creaits, and containing a correct description of the 

property to be charged with such lien, verified by 

affidavit, but any error or mistake in the account or 

description does not affect the validity of the lien, if the 

pr~perty can be identified by the description; which paper 

containing the account, description, and affidavit is deemed 

the lien, and when there is an open account between the 

parties for labor, material, or machinery, such lien may be 
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HB 0046/02 

filed within ninety days after the date of the last item in 

such account, and include all items and charges contained 

therein, for material or machinery furnished for, or work 

performed on, the property on which the lien is claimed, ~ 

lien filed after ninety (90) days is not valid against:· 

(a} property which has been purchased by a bona fide 

purchaser in good faith and without notice of the lien. 

(b) any property, the owner of which, the party 

claiming the lien did not directly deal. 

(2) As against all other parties the time in which the 

lien may be perfected shall be ~~Ye-fSt--reer~ ONE HUNDRED 

TWENTY (120) DAYS £allowing the completion of any work or 

improvement. 

f~r-jlL The time within which to perfect the lien by 

filing of the notice of lien is shortened if the provisions 

of section 3-t45-502.lt-e~-eft~~-aee are complied with and a 

notice of completion is timely filed, in which event such 

notice of lien must be filed within sixty (60) days 

immediately following the first publication of the notice of 

completion. 

f'-l!L The following acts e~ or events constitute 

"completion of any work or improvement" for the purpose of 

filing a notice of completion: 

(a) The written acceptance by the owner, his agent or 

his representative of the 

-2-

building, improvement 

HB 

or 

46 



HB 0046/02 

1 structure, The filing of a notice of completion shall not be 

2 considered as an acceptance of the building, improvement, or 

3 other structure." 

4 (b) The cessation from labor for thirty (30) days upon 

5 any building, improvement or structure, or the alteration, 

6 addition to or repair thereof.n 

-End-
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