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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO SUBMIT TC THE

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TC ARTICLE V,
SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE
LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN THIRTY {30) DAY SESSIONS IN EVEN
NUMBERED YEARS AND SIXTY (60) DAY SESSIONS IN ODD NUMBERED

YEARS."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Article v, section 6 ©of the Montana
constitution is amended to read as follows:
"Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meet-eazeh
odd~-numbered-vear ~in-regquiar-session-of--not--mere-—than--94

tegisiaeive-~days De a continuous body for two~year periocds

VSt } -

beginning when newly elected members take office. Any

business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a

session shall carry over with the same status to any other

session of the Jlegislature during the biennium. The

legislature shall meet at least once a vyear in regular

session of not more than sixty (60} legislative days in odd

numbered years and of not more than thirty (30} legislative

days in even numbered years. Any legislature may increase

the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The
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legislature may be convened in special sessions by the
governor or at the written request of a majority of the
members,”

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the
qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on the
ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the

following words:
"/~ 7 For annual sessions.

/7 Against annual sessions."

=-End~-



STATE OF MONTANA

REQUEST NO. 2676
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received __January 13 , 19 75, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for House Bill 44 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRiPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act to submit to the qualified electors of Montana an amendment to Article V, Section 6, of the Montana Constitution to provide
that the Legislature shall meet in 30-day sessions in even-numbered years and 80-day sessions in odd-numbered years.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. This amendment will be submitted to the qualified electors in the next General Election in 1976, and if ratified, would
become effective for the 1977 Legislative Session. The Legislature will not meet in 1978 under current law.

2.  Estimated costs for the Legislative Assembly will be $20,000 per day in FY 77 and FY 78 plus $180,000 research costs in
FY 77 and $150,000 in FY 78.

3.  Costs for printing, mailing, and other services will not be significantly affected by length of session in FY 77.

4.  Cost of updating Montana Codes following each session will not be affected by length of session in FY 77.

FISCAL IMPACT: :
FY 76 FY77 FY 78
Current Law Propossd Law Decrease Currant Law Proposed Law Increase
Expenditures for Legisiative Assembly No Effect $1,980,000 $1,380,000 $ 800,000 $ 0 § 750,000 $ 750,000
CONCLUSION:

Since the Legislature will meet in FY 77 regardless of voter approval of House Bill 44, there would actually be a decrease in
expenditures in this biennium due to length of sessions. However, since the Legislature would meet in 1978 if the proposed bill
were ratified, the effect over a two-year period would be an increase in expenditures of $150,000. In addition to the increase

in assermnbly costs, increase in expenses due to annual sessions, such as printing House and Senate Journals and session laws, are
estimated at $80,000 over a two-year period.

BUDGET DIRECTOR

. ‘ Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: /// 'L/ 75
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ERTITLED: “AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE

» QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V,

SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE
LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN THIRTY (30) DAY SESSIONS IN EVEN
NUMBERED YEARS AND SIXTY (60) DAY SESSIONS IN ODD NUMBERED

YEARS.*®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Article V. -section 6 of the Montana
constitution is amended to read as follows:

"Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meed&~each

eda-panbered-year-in-reguiar § @f~~net--more--thea~~56

Yegiotetive-~daye be a continuous body for two-vear periods

beginning when newly elected members take office. Any

business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a

session shall carry over with the same status to any other

session of the legislature during the biennium. The

legislature shall meet at least once a year in regular

session of not more than sixty (60) legislative days in odd

numbered years and of not more than thirty {30) legislative

days in _even numbered years. Aany legislature may increase

the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The
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legislature may be convened in special sessions by the
governor or at the written request of a majority of the
nembers."™

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the
qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on the
ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the

following words:
" / FPor annual sessions.

/ _/ Against annual sessions.”

~End-
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HOUS= BILL NO. 44
INTRODUCED BY TEAGUE, O'CONNELL, MAWUEL,

TROPILA, MULAR, MCFADDEN, HUENNEKENS, FEDERICO

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V,
SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE
LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN THIRTY (30) DAY SESSIONS IN EVEN
NUMBERED YEARS AND SIXTY (60) DAY SESSIONS IN ODD NUMBERED

YEARS."

BE IT EWACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Article v, section 6 of the Montana
constitution is amended to read as follows:
"Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meet-ecaeh
sdd-numbered-year—in-reguiar-sesgien-of--net--mere-—than--99

}egistative——days be a continuous body for two-year periods

beginning when newly elected members take office. Any

business, bill, or resclution pending at adjournment of a

session shall carry over with the same status to any other

session of +the legislature during the biennium. The

legislature shall meet at least once a year in requiar

session of not more than sixty (60) legislative days in odd

numberad years and cof not more than thirty (30) legislative

days in even numbered years. Any lsgislature may increase

REFEREUWCE BILL

the 1limit on the length of any subsequent

legislature may be convened in special

governcr or at the written reguest of
members.®

Section 2. When this amendment

qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on

ballot the full title and section 1 of

following words:
"/ 7 For annual sessions.

/7 Against annual sessions.”

~End-
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