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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN THIRTY (30) DAY SESSIONS IN EVEN 

NU~ffiERED YEARS AND SIXTY (60} DAY SESSIONS IN ODD NUMBERED 

YEARS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Article v, section 6 of the Montana 

13 constitution is amended to read as follows: 

14 "Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall mee~-eaeft 

15 eee-ftambePee-yeaP-~ft-Pe~e:aP-8eee*eft-e~--ne~-~Pe--~ftaft--99 

16 ~e~~e~a~~ye--eays be a continuous body for two-year periods 

17 beginning when newly elected members take office. Any 

18 business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a 

19 session shall carry over with the same status to any other 

20 session of the legislature ~uring the biennium. The 

21 legislature shall meet at least once a year in regular 

22 session of not more than sixty {60) legislative days in odd 

23 numbered years and of not more than thirty (30) legislative 

24 days in even numbered years. Any legislature may increase 

25 the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The 
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legislature may be convened in special sessions by the 

governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

members.• 

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the 

qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on the 

ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the 

following words: 

"/~For annual sessions. 

/~Against annual sessions.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 2=.;:6-:._:.7~6 ---

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD·I5 

In compliance with a written request received Januarv 13 • 19 _15__. there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 44 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 · Thirtv·Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the legislature upon request. 

DESCRiPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to submit to the qualified electors of Montana an amendment to Article V, Section 6, of the Montana Constitution to provide 
that the Legislature shall meet in 30-day sessions in even-numbered years and 60-day sessions in odd-numbered years. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. This amendment will be submitted to the qualified electors in the next General Election in 1976, and if ratified, would 
become effective for the 1977 Legislative Session. The Legislature will not meet in 1978 under current law. 

2. Estimated costs for the Legislative Assembly will be $20,000 per day in FY 77 and FY 78 plus $180,000 research costs in 
FY 17 and $150,000 in FY 78. 

3. Costs for printing, mailing, and other services will not be significantly affected by length of session in FY 77. 

4. Cost of updating Montana Codes following each session will not be affected by length of session in FY 77. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
FY76 

Expenditures for Legislative Assembly No Effect 

CONCLUSION: 

-----------FY77 _______ __ 
Current I.IW ........._. Llw Decr­
$1.,980,000 $1,380,000 $ 800,000 

------- FY 78---­
Current Llw Proposed Law I ncraesa 
$ 0 $ 750,000 $ 750,000 

Since the Legislature will meet in FY 77 regardless of voter approval of House Bi1144, there would actually be a decrease in 
expenditures in this biennium due to length of sessions. However, since the Legislature would meet in 1978 if the proposed bill 
were ratified, the effect over a two-year period would be en increase in expenditures of $150,000. In addition to the increase 
in assembly costs, increase In expenses due to annual sessions, such as printing House and Senate Journals and session laws, are 
estimated at $80,000 over a two·year period. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: _....:.../.~-JfJt-1L..;/~7:....o<S~--
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6 OF THE ~IDNTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL .MEET IN THIRTY (30) DAY SESSIONS IN EVEN 

8 NUMBERED YEARS AND SIXTY (60) DAY SESSIONS IN ODD NUMBERED 
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YEARS." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, . section 6 of the Montana 

13 constitution is amended to read as follows: 

14 •section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall mee~-eaea 

15 ~-ft~~ee-yeer-~-~~~~ar-sess~eft-er--fte~--me~e--~aea--9& 

16 !e~~sia~~.e--dayB be a continuous body for two-year periods 

17 beginning when newly elected members take office. Any 

18 business, bill, or resolution pending at adjournment of a 

19 session shall carry over with the same status to any other 

20 session of the legislature durinq the biennium. The 

21 legislature shall meet at least once a year in regular 

22 session of not more than sixty (60) legislative days in odd 

23 numiliered years and of not more than thirty {30) legislative 

24 days in even numbered years. Any legislature may increase 

25 the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The 
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legislature may be convened in special sessions by the 

governor or at the written request of a majority of ~~e 

members." 

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the 

qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on the 

ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the 

following words: 

•L::( For annual sessions. 

L__l Against annual sessions.• 

-End-
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HOUS3 BILL NO. 44 

INTRODUCED BY TEI\.GUE, O'CON:-.IELL, MI\.NUEL, 

TROPILA, HULI\.R, HCFADDEN, HUENNEKENS, FEDERICO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A~ ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN THIRTY (30) DAY SESSIONS IN EVEN 

NUMBERED YEARS AND SIXTY (60} DAY SESSIONS IN ODD NUMBERED 

YEARS." 

BE IT E;JACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article V, section 6 of the Montana 

14 constitution is amended to read as follows: 

15 "Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall Meee-eaek 

16 eea-n~mbe~ee-yea~-~n-re~~~er-~e~S~en-e~--nee--Mere--ehen--9~ 

17 ie~~s~a~~ve--eey~ be a continuous body for two-year periods 

18 beginning when newly elected members take office. Any 

19 business, bill, or resolution pending at adjourTh~ent of a 

20 session shall carry over with the same status to any other 

21 

22 

session of the legislature ___E_uring 

legislature shall meet at least once 

the biennium. The 

a year in regular 

23 session of not more than sixty (60) legislative days in odd 

2·; numb0red years and of not more than thirty i30) legislative 

25 ~~s in even numbered years. Any legislature way increase 
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subsequent session. The 

special sessions by the 

of a majority of the 

Section 2. When this amenclment is submitted to the 

qualified electors of ~!ontana, there shall be printed on the 

ballot the f"clll title and section 1 of t'1is act and the 

following words: 

"/~ For annual sessions. 

/~Against annual sessions.• 

-End-

-2- HB 44 


