MINUTES

MONTANA SENATE
54th LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 13

b

Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN DARYL TOEWS, on April 8, 1995, at
1:15 p.m. ‘ ‘

ROLL CALL

Members Present:
Sen. Daryl Toews, Chairman (R)
Sen. Barry "Spook" Stang (D)
Sen. Loren Jenkins (R)
Rep. George Heavy Runner (D)
Rep. Bob Keenan (R)
Rep. Steve Vick (R)

Members Excused: N/A
Members Absent: N/A

Staff Present: Connie Erickson

Discussion:
REP. BOB KEENAN said School-to-Work was a subset of Goals 2000.

SEN. BARRY "SPOOK" STANG said the last page of SJR 13 indicated
money for School to Work could be received without being a part
of Goals 2000, explaining Jane Karas, OPI and the university
system agreed with his interpretation. SEN. STANG commented the
amendment deleted the purpose of SJR 13, which was to ask for a
School-to-Work grant.

REP. STEVE VICK said School-to-Work was a Federal Grant. SEN.
STANG responded the bill said the legislature encouraged the
program, which would allow Montana to receive funds. He said the
House amendments gutted the resolution and removed the option of
Montana receiving the Grant. SEN. STANG related he had used his
business to train high school students in a School-to-Work
program until liability became a concern. He said the Grant
would allow money to draft proposals which would address the
issues of liability and workers comp for the students involved.

REP. GEORGE HEAVY RUNNER said REP. DICK SIMPKINS felt such a

program was already in place but not getting the proper
recognition; therefore, Page 1, Lines 28-30.
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SEN. DARYL TOEWS reminded the committee School-to-Work was not a
long-term Federally funded program. SEN. STANG agreed, saying it
was a five-year seed program. He hoped the ultimate result would
be the participation of more students.

SEN. LOREN JENKINS asked if School-to-Work would really help the
liability factor. SEN. STANG said it was hoped by the next
legislative session, the business and legal communities would
have input to propose a series of laws to address the situation.

SEN. JENKINS asked if employers would be willing to use School-
to-Work during the interim. SEN. TOEWS clarified this was just a
study, not the program, which was why the money could terminate
and not affect the program.

SEN. TOEWS asked for clarification of his understanding the main
problems with SJR 13 were Page 1, Lines 21-27, and Page 2, Lines
11-12. REP. KEENAN concurred, and referred to Page 5, Section 3
of "School-To-Work Opportunities Act" (EXHIBIT 1) as he explained
"all" was objectionable because of the recent funding problems
from the word "equal", and also Subsections 4, 6 & 10 because he
wondered if the responsibility would shift to Montana after five
years. He said the amendments were a resolution to encourage OPI
and the Board of Public Education to set up its own School-to-
Work program.

REP. HEAVY RUNNER commented if Montana implemented the program,
it would cost them money; in fact, it already was because of the
activity currently happening, as stated on Page 1, Lines 28-30.
He said in reality, SJR 13 as amended had basically no
effectiveness.

SEN. STANG reiterated the original intent of SJR 13 was to allow
schools to apply to the Federal Government for the Grant, and if
the House’s wish was to not accept Federal money, SJR 13 was
useless and should not be passed.

REP. VICK said he would be more comfortable if SJR 13 was allowed
to die, because Federal money never came without Federal strings.

SEN. TOEWS asked SEN. STANG how he would like to amend SJR 13.
SEN. STANG said he would like the bill to return to its original
form, but: (1) Remove "and President Clinton" from Page 1, Line
21; (2) Reinsert "preparation" on Page 2, Line 6; (3) Reinsert
language on Page 2, Lines 7-12, 16-24; (4) Leave last amendment
on Page 2, Lines 25-28.

Motion: SEN. BARRY "SPOOK" STANG MOVED TO REINSERT "PREPARATION"
ON PAGE 2, LINE 6; REMOVE "AND PRESIDENT CLINTON" FROM PAGE 1,
LINE 21; REINSERT PAGE 1, LINES 21-27 (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF "AND
PRESIDENT CLINTON").
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Vote: Motion FAILED on voice vote, with SEN. TOEWS, SEN. STANG,

SEN. JENKINS and REP. HEAVY RUNNER voting "Yes" and REP. KEENAN
and REP. VICK voting "No."

ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

[/ JANICE S@FT, Secretary

DT/jes
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