MINUTES

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
53rd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE ON STATE ADMINISTRATION

Call to Order: By DICK SIMPKINS, CHAIRMAN, on March 17, 1993, at
8:35 a.m. :

ROLL CALL

Members Present:
Rep. Dick Simpkins, Chairman (R)
Rep. Wilbur Spring, Vice Chairman (R)
Rep. Erxrvin Davis, Vice Chairman (D)
Rep. Beverly Barnhart (D)
Rep. Pat Galvin (D)
Rep. Bob Gervais (D)
Rep. Harriet Hayne (R)
Rep. Gary Mason (R)
Rep. Brad Molnar (R)
Rep. Bill Rehbein (R)
Rep. Sheila Rice (D)
Rep. Sam Rose (R)
Rep. Dore Schwinden (D)
Rep. Carolyn Squires (D)
Rep. Jay Stovall (R)
Rep. Norm Wallin (R)

Members Excused: None.
Members Absent: None.
Staff Present: Sheri Heffelfinger, Legislative Council
Dorothy Poulsen, Committee Secretary

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and

discussion are paraphrased and condensed.
Committee Business Summary:

Hearing: SB 222; HB 673
Executive Action: SB 186; SB 213; SB 276
EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 186

Discussion:

REP. SPRING asserted the legislature passed too many laws which
do not accomplish anything.
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REP. MOLNAR recalled the Public Service Commission districts
already had reasonably similar populations and agreed with REP.
SPRING that the bill did not seem necessary.

Motion/Vote: REP. WALLIN MOVED SB 186 BE NOT CONCURRED IN.
Motion carried 9 to 7 with REPS. SQUIRES, RICE, GERVAIS,
SCHWINDEN, GALVIN, DAVIS, and BARNHART voting no.

Motion/Vote: REP. HAYNE MOVED SB 186 BE TABLED. Motion carried
9 to 7 with REPS. SQUIRES, RICE, GERVAIS, SCHWINDEN, GALVIN,
DAVIS, and BARNHART voting no.

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 276
Motion: REP. SCHWINDEN MOVED SB 276 BE CONCURRED IN.

Motion: REP. SPRING moved to amend the fine from $50,000 to
$25,000. EXHIBIT 1

Discussion:

REP. GERVAIS opposed the amendment stating the fine should remain
$50,000.

REP. SCHWINDEN asked REP. SPRING to explain why he had chosen
$25,000. REP. SPRING said he felt $50,000 was excessive.

REP. REHBEIN said he opposed the bill in general because there
had been only one recorded violation.

REP. SIMPKINS reminded the committee that if the bill did not
pass, then employers would be fined only $1,000 for attaching
political information to employees’ pay checks.

REP. ROSE said the ballot was secret so he saw no value in the
bill.

Vote: SB 276 BE AMENDED. Motion carried 10 to 6 on a roll call
vote with REPS. DAVIS, GALVIN, GERVAIS, REHBEIN, SCHWINDEN and
SQUIRES voting no. EXHIBIT 2 :

Motion/Vote: REP. GALVIN MOVED SB 276 BE CONCURRED IN AS
AMENDED. Motion carried 11 to 5 with REPS. REHBEIN, HAYNE,
MOLNAR, SPRING, and ROSE voting no.

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 213

Motion/Vote: REP. HAYNE MOVED SB 213 BE TABLED. Motion carried
13 to 3 with REPS. GERVAIS, REHBEIN, and SQUIRES voting no.
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HEARING ON HB 673

Opening Statement by Sponsor:

REP. "RED" MENAHAN, House District 67, Anaconda, introduced HB
673 which requires that probationers and parolees pay a
supervisory fee and provides that revenue from the fee be used
for equipment and training for probation and parole officers. He
stated the bill imposes a $25 monthly fee on probationers and
parolees, and the fee would be statutorily appropriated to the
agency. He said the bill is an attempt to make criminals pay
part of the costs of the probation and parole system, and gives
the court the discretion to waive, reduce, or suspend the fee.

He contended the number of parolees would increase because of the
cap on inmates in the prison system, and the fee would help pay
for the parcle system. He reported probation and parole officers
had requested training money in past sessions, but funds had been
cut in the special session.

Proponents’ Testimonvy:

Kevin McRae, Montana Federation of State Employees, addressed
both the need for and validity of the supervision fee. He
explained probation and parole officers have powers of arrest and
search and seizure, and the authority to carry firearms. He said
the training budget for the officers has been inadequate, and
they have received no specialized training in these areas. He
said the needs would become even more pressing if the legislature
agrees to reduce the prison population. He reported officers had
individual caseloads of 85 felons with a statewide caseload of
4,000 clients. He maintained the fee had validity because it
asked people benefitting from the program to help pay for it. He
reported other states, including Florida, Alabama, Oklahoma,
Colorado, Texas, Michigan, New Mexico, and Idaho, have a similar
fee. He said when Montana received a parolee from a state with
the fee, Montana must collect the fee for the other state. He
illustrated how dependent some states are on the fee revenue by
describing a situation in which Texas extradited a parolee from
Montana for failure to pay the fee. He said the bill would
provide urgently needed revenue for officer training without
tapping the general fund. He asked for passage of HB 673.

Monty Carrillo, probation and parole officer, Helena district,
stated the revenues were needed for officer training and to
upgrade equipment. He reported in the Helena district, with 931
parolees, $23,075 per month or $276,900 per year would be
generated by the fee.

Mike Ferriter, Community Corrections Bureau Chief, Department of
Corrections and Human Services, stated he supported the bill only
if the fee revenue was supplemental to the general fund
appropriation. He said the bill would create significant revenue
and would make clients more responsible and accountable for their
actions. He reported that Montana’s 47 probation and parole
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officers currently supervise 4,632 clients. He said the
supervision fee would generate $903,000 annually, based on a 65-
percent collection rate. Mr. Ferriter said currently $7,000 had
been allocated for training and $23,650 for equipment. He said
the new revenue would allow officers to receive training mandated
by legislation and postponed because of budget cuts as well as
training recommended by the American Corrections Association. He
said funds would be used to upgrade a dilapidated wvehicle pool,
computerize probation and parole records, provide hand-held
radios and/or cellular phones, and provide additional electronic
monitoring equipment. He urged support of HB 673 as an
enhancement to an overworked department.

Opponents’ Testimony: None.

Informational Testimony: None.

Questions From Committee Members and Responses:

REP. DAVIS asked Mr. Ferriter to confirm the estimated revenue
would be $903,000. Mr. Ferriter explained he had calculated that
at a 65-percent collection rate, the department would collect
$903,000. REP. DAVIS asked Mr. Ferriter to review the
expenditures he had mentioned. Mr. Ferriter explained that last
year’'s allocation was approximately $7,000 for training and
$23,000 for equipment. He said the supervision fee revenue of
$903,000 would be used to buy new vehicles, electronic monitoring
equipment, computerized data systems, etc. REP. DAVIS asked Mr.
Ferriter whether he could develop a fiscal note accounting for
the use of the fee revenue. Mr. Ferriter agreed he could.

REP. SQUIRES asked Mr. Ferriter whether the parolees or
probationers would have employment. Mr. Ferriter responded one
of the goals of probation/parole officers was to help the client
establish employment. He reported about 85 percent of
probationers are already in the community and some have
employment.

REP. SIMPKINS referred to line 14, page 3, which provides the
court or board’s discretion tc waive or reduce the fee, and asked
REP. SQUIRES whether the section satisfied her concern. REP.
SQUIRES asked whether people who cannot pay were sent back to
prison. Mr. Ferriter clarified SEN. WATERMAN had introduced a
bill to increase fees on people in pre-release centers. He
stated HB 673 did allow for waiver of the fee, and he assumed
only a 65-percent collection rate. He said the fee would be a
condition of probation or parole, and refusal to pay the fee
would be a violation of parole for which individuals could be
returned to prison.

REP. REHBEIN asked Mr. Ferriter to describe the current training
requirements for parole/probation officers. Mr. Ferriter
responded that officers are required to complete 40 hours of
orientation training when hired and that 16 hours of annual
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training are required by statute. He said he had checked
training records and found that officers had completed an average
cf 32 hours of training last year. He said legislation last
session mandated 80 hours of training at the Montana Law
Enforcement Academy. He said the training had been planned and
then cancelled because of budget reductions.

REP. REHBEIN asked whether officers used their personal vehicles
for job-related travel. Mr. Ferriter replied personal vehicles
were used on a limited basis, if state vehicles were not
available. He said one goal was to provide officers with
vehicles. REP. REHBEIN asked Mr. Ferriter whether officers had
access to the state motor poocl. Mr. Ferriter said they had
limited access to the motor pool. He said Helena officers had
access, but officers in 19 offices around the state only had five
leased vehicles.

REP. GERVAIS asked Mr. Ferriter whether the $25 fee would be in
addition to fines. Mr. Ferriter confirmed the fee would be in
addition to fines or restitution required by the court. REP.
GERVAIS asked Mr. Ferriter whether the bill raised the question
of double jeopardy. Mr. Ferriter replied he did not think double
jeopardy was an issue. He described the fee as a contribution
for involvement in the justice system. He viewed the proposal as
a way of making individuals more responsible for their-actions.
REP. GERVAIS commented the bill was a good idea but expressed the
fear that if it worked well, then the legislature would want the
money in the general fund. Mr. Ferriter said he shared the same

concern.

REP. MOLNAR asked Mr. Ferriter how the $25 fee compared to fees
in other states. Mr. Ferriter responded the fee was in the mid-
range. REP. MOLNAR asked Mr. Ferriter whether other states had
determined the cost of collecting the fee. Mr. Ferriter replied
he did not have that information.

REP. ROSE suggested collecting the fee would not be a problem
because the parole and probation officers would know where
clients were. Mr. Ferriter agreed.

Closing by Sponsor:

REP. MENAHAN said he was not attempting to create punitive
legislation for people who were trying to stay out of prison. He
said better community-based programs might be possible through
the bill.
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HEARING ON SB 222

Opening Statement by Sponsor:

SEN. HARRY FRITZ, Senate District 28, Missoula, introduced SB 222
which replaces Columbus Day with American Indian Heritage Day as
a legal state holiday and commemorative day for public schools.
He noted the bill had been presented earlier at a joint hearing
of the Senate and House State Administration committees and
reviewed three major reasons for the bill. First, he stated
until recently, Native American people had largely disappeared
from American history. He reported that a remarkable rediscovery
of Native American people and their contributions to the history
of the nation had been made. Secondly, he said Columbus Day had
come to symbolize the wrong things to many Americans. He said
the day had come to symbolize 500 years of conquest and
dispossession and thus had become, in many respects, a divisive
holiday. Finally, he said American Indian Heritage Day had
particular relevance to Montana where much of history was
intimately connected with Native American people in both the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and where Native Americans
were the largest minority.

Pfoponents’ Testimonyvy:

Christine Kaufman, Executive Director, Montana Human Rights
Network, explained part of the mission of the network was to
celebrate and support diversity. She reminded the committee over
100 school children had testified at the earlier hearing in
support of the bill. She said the discovery of America had led
to a policy of genocide and destruction of a people and a
culture. She noted the policy had changed, but effects of the
policy remained. She stated there seemed to be some fear that
Columbus Day would be lost. She compared Columbus Day to St.
Patrick’s Day and contended the day would still be celebrated as
the day Columbus arrived in America, regardless of the bill. She
noted REP. STOVALL had been working on a commemorative day for
Native Americans. She pointed out a commemorative day already
existed and reported HJR 57 introduced by Rep. Kimble some years
ago had established the fourth Friday in September as Native
American Indian Day. She contended few people were aware of the
commemorative day. She urged passage of SB 222.

Dan Shea, citizen of Irish descent, stated that the more he
learned about history, the more he realized that the historical
process itself was never complete because history was
reinterpreted as new facts became known. He declared the history
of the United States was inexorably intertwined with Native
Americans. He maintained knowledge of American history depended
on knowledge of the history of Native Americans. He reported
Christopher Columbus was not even aware of the people who
inhabited the North and South American continents. Mr. Shea
declared it was proper to change the focus of Columbus Day to
consider the contributions of Native Americans to the history of

930317SA.HM1



HOUSE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
March 17, 1993
Page 7 of 10

the world. He suggested the more that was learned about Native
American history, the better all history would be understood.

Eric Feaver, Montana Educational Association, Montana Federation
of Teachers, and the Montana Federation of State Employees,
supported SB 222. He denied trying to bash Columbus. He
maintained that Native American culture would be celebrated by
honoring them with American Indian Heritage Day. He reported
there was a greater focus on Native Americans in schools today
and that focus would be further stimulated by designating the
day. He urged strong support of the bill.

Nancy Coopersmith, Office of Public Instruction, stated that the
nation was trying to recognize cultural diversity. She suggested
Montana needed to celebrate American Indians because they were
valued citizens in our culture and because their status as the
first inhabitants of the nation needed to be recognized. She
said the many contributions of Native Americans to Montana and
the nation needed to be honored. She suggested the celebration
of our history needed to be changed to recognize the diversity of
society. She urged passage of the bill.

Richard Sangray, Chief of Staff, Chippewa-Cree Tribe, Rocky Boy
Reservation, urged the committee to support the bill.

Tootie Welker, Montana Alliance for Progressive Policy, supported
SB 222.

Kate Cholewa, Montana Women’s Lobby, supported the bill.

Kathleen Fleury, Coordinator of Indian Affairs, presented written
testimony from the Fort Peck Tribes in support of SB 222.
EXHIBIT 3

REP. BOB GERVAIS, House District 9, Browning, reminded the
committee that many Native Americans had been present in the
earlier hearing and reported many Indians did not know about the
present hearing. He referred to discourteous display toward the
Crow tribe the previous day and described it as the most
discourteous display he had ever observed. He suggested the vote
on the previous day had been a racial gesture and suggested SB
222 would receive the same treatment. He declared people needed
to know more about Native Americans and lamented the absence of a
Native American Studies program in the state.

Opponents’ Testimonvy:

REP. JOE QUILICI, House District 71, Butte, said he did not
oppose Native Americans having their own holiday; he just did not
want to lose Columbus Day. He said for as long as he could
remember, his family had celebrated Columbus Day as an Italian
heritage day, and he opposed changing the day to American Indian
Heritage Day.
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REP. PAT GALVIN, House District 40, Great Falls, said he
reluctantly opposed changing Columbus Day to American Indian
Heritage Day. He reported one of the largest service
organizations was the Knights of Columbus who have Christopher
Columbus as their patron. He asserted it took great courage for
Columbus to cross the ocean. He declared the Indian Nation
should have their day in Montana, but not Columbus Day. He
recommended the Indian victory at the Little Big Horn would be
more appropriate. He said he had not been aware of the
commemorative day.

Gary Langley, citizen, stated, as the grandchild of Italian
immigrants, he opposed SB 222. He stated Native Americans should
be honored in a way which did not malign the memory of Columbus
or Italian immigrants.

Robert Denny, State Deputy, Knights of Columbus, reported the
Knights of Columbus was a 110-year-old international organization
with 5,500 members throughout the state. He said the Knights
were opposed to SB 222, but they were enthusiastically in favor
of recognizing Montana’s Indian heritage and the injustices
against the Indians. He suggested there were better ways to
honor the Indian heritage than changing Columbus Day. He said
until recently Columbus had been recognized as a hero with many
cities, rivers, and buildings using his name. He said- the
Knights of Columbus had chosen to focus on Columbus’ good traits
and forgive his shortcomings. He said Columbus had come to
symbolize the entire 500 years of European values brought to
America. Mr. Denny approved the idea of establishing a Native
American heritage day, but contended discarding Columbus Day was
inappropriate because it would ignore the good of European
culture and insult those who have adopted his name. He claimed
SB 222 created polarization, not harmony; he asserted it would
seek revenge, not justice. He concluded SB 222 was not necessary
to honor Native Americans; he recommended selecting another day
to celebrate Indian heritage day.

Margaret Hollow, Helena, presented written testimony in
opposition to SB 222. EXHIBIT 4

Gregory Engellant, Knights of Columbus, opposed the bill.

Mike Micone, Helena, recalled that in the Senate hearing Columbus
Day had been described as an event. He suggested the event was
the discovery of America and listed other events which are
celebrated in America. He agreed Indian culture should be
celebrated and recommended choosing a more appropriate day. He
asserted creating a holiday for Native Americans would not
address the problems they face.

R. Stephen White, Helena, distributed written testimony in which
he reviewed the history of Columbus Day and described the more
recent negative image of Columbus. He asked the committee to
vote against the bill. EXHIBIT 5
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Laurie Koutnik, citizen, reported her family’s response to SB
222. She said her son, daughters, and husband had all expressed
concern over the loss of Columbus Day. She said the consensus of
her family was that two days should be celebrated, Columbus Day
and Native American Day. She urged rejection of the bill.

REP. WILBUR SPRING, House District 77, Belgrade, opposed the
bill.

Informational Testimony:
Questions From Committee Members and Responses:

REP. ROSE asked Ms. Coopersmith when the requirement for Native
American studies from school curricula was removed. Ms.
Coopersmith said she did not know the answer. REP. ROSE asked
Ms. Coopersmith who served as Indian coordinator in the Office of
Public Instruction (OPI). Ms. Coopersmith responded that Bob
Parsley was the Indian education specialist. REP. ROSE asked Ms.
Coopersmith to describe OPI’'s efforts in student exchanges
between Indian and non-Indian schools. Ms. Coopersmith replied
she was unaware of student exchanges, but she knew of teacher
exchange programs. She reported OPI sponsored the American
Indian Institute each year to teach effective strategies for
working with American Indian students and information oen Indian
culture. REP. ROSE asked Ms. Coopersmith to assess OPI's efforts
in encouraging teachers to teach Native American heritage. Ms.
Coopersmith replied the Montana Advisory Council for Indian
Education had recently praised OPI for their efforts in multi-
cultural education. She said they currently had more federal
funding for Indian programs than ever before. She said more
could be done if more resources were available. REP. ROSE asked
Ms. Coopersmith what programs OPI had for landless Indians. Ms.
Coopersmith reported the curriculum guide included information
about landless Indians.

REP. SIMPKINS asked Ms. Coopersmith who determined the history
curriculum. Ms. Coopersmith replied curriculum was the
responsibility of local school districts. She explained the
accreditation standards called for curriculum development and
offered models with educational goals. REP. SIMPKINS asked Ms.
Coopersmith whether schools were likely teaching different
perspectives on historical events. Ms. Coopersmith replied that
although curricula was a local decision, the decision would be
influenced by national organizations which set educational goals
within content areas. REP. SIMPKINS asked Ms. Coopersmith
whether she was suggesting that local districts were influenced
by national organizations without OPI monitoring. Ms.
Coopersmith responded she had used national goals as only one
influence on local districts.

930317SA.HM1



HOUSE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
March 17, 1993
Page 10 of 10

Closing by Sponsor:

SEN. FRITZ said he resented the assertion that Columbus Day was
an Italian ethnic holiday. He stated Columbus Day celebrates the
discovery of America in 1492 and the arrival of Europeans on the
continent. He noted they were not Italians, but Spanish, and
reported the peak year for Italian immigration was 1907. He
suggested the Italians could have a day, just not Columbus Day.
SEN. FRITZ reported he had just learned that Montana had a Native
American Commemorative Day. He said he probably should have been
aware of the day because the sponsor, Rep. Kimble, had come from
his district. He said the lack of awareness of the commemorative
day pointed out the ineffectiveness of resolutions. He concluded
that he rejected amendments to SB 222 and supported changing
Columbus Day to American Indian Heritage Day.

ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment: 10:40 a.m.

PKINS, Chairman

Lo i, Fouctor

DOROFHY POULSEN, Secretary

DS/DP
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

March 17, 1993
Page 1 of 1

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on State Administration report

that Senate Bill 276 (third reading copy -~ blue) be concurred

in as amended .

- . -

Signed: .- o~ . ;ﬁ{4ﬁfpy"f
‘Dick Simpkins, Chair

And, that such amendments read: Carried by: Rep. S. Rice

l. Page 2, line 24,
Strike: "$50,000"
Insert: "$25,000"

~END-

Committee Vote:
Yes , No . 601231SC.Hpf
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 276
Third Reading Copy

Requested by Rep. Wilbur Spring
For the Committee on House State Administration

Prepared by Sheri S. Heffelfinger
March 17, 1993

1. Page 2, line 24.

Strike: "$50,000"
Insert: "$25,000"
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FORT PECK TRIBES

Assiniboine & Sloux

February 8, 1983

State Administration Committee
ATTEN: Dick Fimpkins

State of Montana R
Helena, Montana .. 59801

RE: SENATE BILL K 222
Dear Mr.\F;mﬁkiﬁﬁz

The Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes are submitting this
letter of support concerning the above referenced bill, "an act
replacing Columbus Day with American Indian Heritage Day as a legal
State holiday and commemorative day for public schools," to the
53rd Legislature, The Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board met on
February 8, reviewed the Senate Bill 222 and unanimously voted in
support of this legislation. The bill succinctly portrays the
feelings of the Native American on Ft. Peck Reservation.

Senate bill 222 provides the basis for sharing Montana's past and
improving the relationship between all Montanans through
celebration of our state’s heritage.

Favorable Committee review of Senate Bill 222 is a positive step
towards improvement of State/Reservation relationships.,

Sincerely,

Caleb Shields
Chairman

SXHBIT__ S
CATE jW?Z/QF
ug SB222

Poplar, Montana 59255 P.C. Box 1027 {406) 768-5155
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TO: House of Representatives State Administration Committee
Against S222 to change Columbus Day to American Indianm Heritage Oay.

We have had a Natiomal Holiday for Columbus for 200 years. The
majority of Americans have a closer relationship to what Columbus Oay
means as our ancestors immigrated to this country, than to any other
holiday that we have. I have no objectiom to any race or religion
celebrating any holiday they wish but I strongly object to taking a
National Holiday such as Columbus Oay and changimg it to a private

holiday for a particular race in Montana.

Please don't change the name. Let's stay in the country«as-part of it.

é/ [L-L/;ZZ/-M?/ (/ /«A‘/Z%“}
| ;57 9éa/
/ i, . 357

EXHBIT__ Y .
DATE. 3/17/43
HB___JSB222




TESTIMONY OF R. STEPHEN WHITE
IN OPPOSITION TO
SB 222

For many years our country has celebrated October 12th as a
special day of recognition to a man who led a small group of
ships across a large ocean to seek out a new land. Columbus Day
was for many years called "Discovery Day" (and still is in
Indiana, ND and Ohio). Even today it is called "Landing Day" in
Michigan.

In 1892 President Harrison appointed October 12th as a general
holiday for the people of the United States. In his speech to the
nation on October 12, 1892, President Harrison said "Columbus
stood in his age as a pioneer of progress and achievement. In the
churches and in other places of assembly of the people, let there
be expression of gratitude to divine Providence for the devote
faith of the discoverer and for the divine care and guidance
which he directed our history and so abundantly blessed our
people.®

It wasn't until September 1934 that President Franklin Roosevelt
sent out a proclamation, asking all 48 states to observe October
12th as a national holiday.

In recent years books have been written which have distorted the
achievements of Christopher Columbus. Much of the content of
these writings ignore the true motivations of this adventurer. In
his own writings Columbus tells of why he was motivated to cross
the ocean. "It was the Lord who put into my mind (I could feel
His hand upon me) the fact that it would be possible to sail from
here to the Indies. All who heard of my project reflected it with
laughter, ridiculing me. There is no question that the
inspiration was from the Holy Spirit, because he comforted me
with rays of marvelous illumination from the Holy Scriptures, a
strong and clear testimony from 44 books of the 0ld Testament,
from the four Gospels, and from the 34 Epistles of the blessed
Apostles, encouraging me continually to press forward, and
without ceasing for a moment they now encourage me to make
haste." '

I have attached additional material regarding his writings which
are very revealing. I have also attached a copy of a page out of
a recently published children's book which paints a very negative
picture of Christopher Columbus. Our schools have recently been
teaching our youth of a very different image of Columbus. Last
Fall schools in Arlee even put Columbus on trial.

In Columbus's writings he was the first to acknowledge his
shortcomings by writing, "I am a most unworthy sinner, but I have

Vi \5
EXIET
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cried out to the Lord for grace and mercy, and they have covered
me completely." Columbus was not the first adventurer to touch
land in the Western Hemisphere - others before him had come
ashore. But from his voyages came the settlement and building up
of the new continent. For the years before his death on May 20,
1506 he lived a neglected and poverty stricken life. He was poor
and unregarded. But to be sure, he perhaps did not die an unhappy
man. It wasn't primarily gold or honors and titles that he was
after, though he had hoped to have them to pass on to his sons.

To change the focus of this holiday that is the only non-
religious holiday date on which all Pan-American lands join us in
celebrating, is not appropriate. Columbus day is celebrated in
Spain, Italy and parts of Canada.

Not many people realize that American Indian Day was first
observed in New York in 1912. The first general observance of
Indian Day occurred in New York State on the second Saturday of
May 1916. In 1960 Gov Rockefeller proclaimed September 23rd as
American Indian Day, in honor of the state's indians.

American Indian Day is now set in several states by a Governor's

proclamation or by legislative enactments. Some observe it on the
2nd Saturday in May, others on the 4th Friday in September, while
some suit the convenience of their citizens as to the date, such

as Illinios and Mass..

The original intent of the October 12th celebration was to honor
a man who risked life and reputation, to seek a new land. I urge
this committee to vote against this bill. A NO vote is not a vote
against our Native American citizens, but a vote to preserve a
day which has been set aside to honor the discovery of our
nation.
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