
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
53rd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN STEVE BENEDICT, on February 15, 1993, 
at 8:00 A.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Rep. Steve Benedict, Chairman (R) 
Rep. Sonny Hanson, Vice Chairman (R) 
Rep. Bob Bachini (D) 
Rep. Joe Barnett (R) 
Rep. Ray Brandewie (R) 
Rep. Vicki Cocchiarella (D) 
Rep. Fritz Daily (D) 
Rep. Tim Dowell (D) 
Rep. Alvin Ellis (R) 
Rep. Stella Jean Hansen (D) 
Rep. Jack Herron (R) 
Rep. Dick Knox (R) 
Rep. Don Larson (D) 
Rep. Norm Mills (R) 
Rep. Bob Pavlovich (D) 
Rep. Bruce Simon (R) 
Rep. Carley Tuss OOJ) 
Rep. Doug Wagner (R) 

Members Excused: None 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Paul Verdon, Legislative Council 
Claudia Johnson, Committee Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Committee Business Summary: 
Hearing: HB 538, HB 546, AND HB 556 

Executive Action: HB 273, HB 556, HB 245, HB 321, HB 422, 
HB 538, AND HB 82 

HEARING ON HB 538 

Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

REP. MIKE FOSTER, House District 32, Townsend, said during the 
1991 Legislature, a section of law was added to allow regulated 
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telecommunication companies, i.e., U S West to develop promotions 
for their products. The result of the statutes would not allow 
companies like U S West to promote the packages which include the 
"call waiting" feature, which is not a competitive service, but a 
monopoly service. The change proposed in this bill will allow 
customers whose needs are better met with several features other 
than call waiting. He said U S West has been precluded, up to 
this time, from offering any promotions of packages which include 
call waiting as a feature. The statute that is proposed will 
ensure that the intent of the 1991 statute is retained. The 
minor changes will allow U S West to better serve their customers 
and offer them more services with discounts. He said a safeguard 
in this legislation on page 2, lines 21 and 22, states "unless 
authorized by the Public Service Commission (PSC)." Anytime a 
company comes in with a proposal that would have a package to 
include call waiting the PSC will review it and have the 'Option 
of approving each proposal. 

Proponents' Testimony: 

Jim Hayhurst, Regulatory Director for U S West Communications in 
Montana, spoke about the call waiting service. He said that U S 
West has been unable to promote this service as part of their 
package. He presented information on HB 538. He said they have 
reviewed the language in this bill with the PSC, AT&T ;".MCI and 
Montana Telephone Association. He said they all support this 
legislation. EXHIBIT 1 

Tim Sweeney, Staff attorney for the 'PSC, said the PSC supports HB 
538. The PSC believes HB 538 will improve telephone regulation 
in Montana. With this bill, the PSC will be able to promote 
these services. The promotions are in the public's interest and 
also meet other criteria. He urged the committee for a do pass 
recommendation for HB 538. 

Opponents' Testimony: 

None 

Questions From Committee Members and Responses: 

REP. LARSON asked Jim Hayhurst to explain to the committee why 
they cannot promote these packages? Mr. Hayhurst said the 
current language precludes U S West from combining a monopoly 
service with a competitive service. He said that is appropriate, 
because if U S West offers call waiting as a package with a team 
line, their competitors would not be able to offer that same 
service because they could not discount the lines and the 
package. He said the protection was placed in the language so 
that U S West could engage in any competitive type of service. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

REP. FOSTER closed. 
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HEARING ON HB 556 

Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

REP. FRITZ DAILY, House District 69, Butte, said HB 556 is at the 
request of the Public Service Commission (PSC). It will give the 
PSC the authority to regulate cable TV, similar to their 
regulation of other utilities that operate as monopolies in 
Montana. He said the regulatory authority will now be allowed as 
a result of legislation passed by the 1992 Congress called Cable 
Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act. He said this 
legislation was vetoed by President Bush. He thought this was 
the only piece of legislation that Congress has been able to 
override during the entire Reagan/Bush terms of office. The veto 
override took place because of bipartisan support in Congress and 
strong support from the American public. Since December 29, 
1986, the average national monthly rate has increased 29 percent 
for cable television. He said it is almost three times the 
amount of the consumer price index. He read the percentages of 
the different Montana towns that have increased since December of 
1986: Butte rates increased over 76 percent, Glendive increased 
334 percent, Great Falls increased 87 percent, Kalispell 
increased 58 percent, Miles City increased 45 percent, and Helena 
over 40 percent. He said the argument to this is the increase in 
the number of channels offered. There are 56 million'-households 
who subscribe to cable TV. This is 60 percent of the homes with 
television. The cable TV industry has become a highly 
concentrated industry, with a few major companies dominating the 
market. These major companies select the channels each community 
will receive and the number of channels in the community. The 
economic rationale for regulating public utilities is they 
operate as natural monopolies. He said the evidence of cable TV 
as a monopoly in Montana is very obvious. He said in addition to 
the federal regulation that was passed in Congress, it will not 
allow the Montana PSC to regulate cable TV in any area where 
there is meaningful competition. REP. DAILY informed the 
committee that he, along with the PSC and their staff have met 
with representatives from the cable TV industry and have tried to 
address some of the concerns that would affect them with this 
legislation. There were major concerns with this bill as it 
would allow the cable television companies that have franchises 
in Montana to go before the PSC and request franchise authority 
on the state and local levels. They didn't feel it was right, 
therefore, they grandfathered those franchise companies in. The 
PSC has recognized that some of the earlier deadlines imposed by 
the legislature were unrealistic and have addressed those issues 
also. This legislation will not affect the general fund. The 
revenue needed to implement this act will come from a .24 percent 
tax on the annual revenue of the cable television industry. He 
said this is the same tax that is paid by the other utilities in 
Montana that function as natural monopolies. The PSC estimates 
that the gross revenue to cable television companies in Montana 
is $34,520,402. It also estimates that 58 percent of the 275,546 
households in Montana subscribe to cable television. The .24 
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percent tax would raise revenue of $82,848 and the PSC expenses 
are expected to be $82,030 annually. The monthly charge per 
household in Montana to regulate cable television under this 
proposal would be less than ~ cent per month. REP. DAILY has 
spoken with a number of people and discovered that the cable 
television industry somewhat controls the satellite industry in 
Montana, and throughout the country, by requiring the public to 
buy a descrambler chip in order to receive certain channels and 
other services, i.e., Showtime, HBO, etc. 

Proponents' Testimony: 

Chuck Evilsizer, PSC legal counsel, said most of his work 
involves telecommunications. He said the PSC supports HB 556. 
He referred to REP. DAILY'S comment about the 1992 Cable Act that 
passed over President Bush's veto, which grants significant new 
authority over the states in the regulation of cable television 
rates and service. There isn't any existing legal law in Montana 
on this subject, the Montana Legislature must take some action in 
order to exercise this new pre-empted state authority. HB 556 
will take care of this by establishing authority over cable 
television to the extent permitted by the federal act: 1) by 
granting jurisdiction to the PSC over rates and service; and 2) 
jurisdiction to the local government over franchise fees, right­
of-ways, etc. HB 556 will require both a state and local 
franchise for the operation for the cable television system and 
includes specific standards to be considered before a franchise 
is granted or renewed. It adds cable television service to the 
Montana definition of public utilities for the purpose of PSC 
authority in Title 69. He explained the grandfather clause for 
existing cable television in Montana to automatically receive 
both state and local franchise. The other grandfather clause in 
HB 556 will not disturb in any way what is currently in effect 
for local franchises contractors. He said one issue that is not 
in the bill, but Montana is bound by, is the federal provision 
which requires for cable systems with 1,000 or fewer subscribers, 
that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopt streamline 
regulation for these small systems. 

Bob Anderson, Chairman for the Public Service Commission {PSC}, 
said the reason the PSC asked for HB 556 is because the people 
(public) asked for it. He talked about cable television being a 
national monopoly, the prices going up too fast since de­
regulation in 1984, and the services have gone down in that same 
period. The PSC would substitute for the absence of competition 
in a natural monopoly. He distributed information on rates from 
the different cable companies in Montana. EXHIBITS 2 & 3 

Bob Nelson, Consumer Counsel, supported HB 556, and said there is 
overwhelming nation-wide support for some regulation of cable TV. 
Congress responded to that support and is convinced there is a 
reason to regulate cable TV. He said the Cable Consumer 
Protection Act which was passed in 1992 will provide some degree 
of regulation. 
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Bob Musselman, concerned cable customer, urged the committee to 
give HB 556 favorable passage. As the legislation speaks to the 
FCC to have rules and regulation regarding cable television in 
place by April 1993. 

Paul Spangler, TCI consumer, said the government can serve in 
partnership with private business to provide better quality and 
cheaper service, and encourage competition which this bill will 
do. 

REP. BOB PAVLOVICH, House District 70, Butte, wanted to be on 
record in support for HB 556. 

No-Ponent: 

Alec Hansen, Executive Director, Montana League of Cities and 
Towns, stated why he is a no-ponent. Currently, cities and towns 
are allowed to franchise the cable television systems, and have 
been able to for a number of years. The federal government has 
established a clause to set limits on the cost of a franchise. 
He said the difference of a franchise for a city and the 
regulation being proposed is the franchise fees received by the 
cities are for the use of right-of-way, and not for regulating 
cable television, and is a source of revenue for the cities and 
towns. The major message he is giving the committee is to 
protect their authority to impose a franchise and whether or not 
cable TV should be regulated by state or local governments .. 

Opponents' Testimony: 

Tom Harrison, representing the Montana Cable Television 
Association, addressed the agreements in favor and against HB 
556. He said the cable TV association has had in place for many 
years a complaint resolution procedure which they contact three 
principal groups: 1) the Citizens Advocates office in the 
Governor's office; 2) the Consumer Advocates office in the 
Department of Commerce; and 3) the Public Service Commission 
(PSC). He said the federal rules will not be out until April, so 
it is impossible to tell what the state or the cities will be 
allowed to regulate. He said HB 556 will create four tiers of 
regulation: 1) federal; 2) state; 3) county; and 4) city. He 
said section 13 of the bill states that cable TV will become a 
public utility. The federal law says in section 541-C 1984 Act, 
any cable system shall not be subject to regulation as a common 
carrier or utility by reason of providing any cable service. The 
present cable language in the bill says that the franchise can be 
canceled or suspended, but not one word as to why it can be 
canceled or suspended. 

Joe Hoiland, owner and operator of Roundup Cable Inc., presented 
information and letters from the local citizens of Roundup 
stating why they are opposed to HB 556. EXHIBIT 4 
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Marla DeShaw, owner/operator of cable TV stations in Ryegate and 
Harlowton, said like the rest of the other small cable systems, 
they have to have other jobs to support their family. She said 
if the PSC takes over regulation her service will not be better, 
it will be worse. She has competition in her small towns, not by 
another cable system, but three video stores open~d and her HBO 
pay service has dropped by 50 percent. 

Ken Watts, General Manager for Billings TCI, said the information 
given by REP. DAILY is not correct on the rates given for Miles 
City and Glendive. He distributed a letter from the mayor of 
Billings in opposition to HB 556, and a copy of the FCC rules. 
EXHIBITS 5 & 6 

Bob Orr, representing the Lincoln Telephone Company, a subsidiary 
of Cable TV, said any franchise and regulation cost would place 
an unfair burden on their customers. 

REP. NORM MILLS, House District 90, Billings, wanted to go on 
record in opposition to HB 556. 

Wes Huffman, TCI Cablevision of Great Falls, wanted to be 
r~corded in opposition to HB 556. 

Tom Glendenning, TCI, Helena, stated his opposition to-.HB 556. 

Don DeShaw, Harlowton Cable TV, said he opposes HB 556. 

Doug Rice, TCI State Manager, said there are 36 systems in 
Montana. He wanted to go on record in opposition to HB 556. 

Don Branton, TCI in Bozeman, Belgrade, Livingston, said his 
subscribers are happy with his system and would like the bill to 
remain as is. 

Questions From Committee Members and Responses: 

REP. LARSON wanted information on how the PSC will streamline 
rules for the small cable companies, i.e., Premier Cable Company 
in western Montana has about 10 smaller companies. How will 
these small cable systems in rural Montana communities be 
affected? Chuck Evilsizer replied by reading a section of the 
law that pertains to small companies, "in developing and 
prescribing regulations in pursuant to this section, the 
commissioner shall design such regulation to reduce the 
administrative burden of cost and compliance for cable systems 
that have fewer than 1,000 subscribers". 

REP. SONNY HANSON asked Chuck Evilsizer to define other public 
considerations that mayor may not be granted to a franchise on 
page 6 of the bill? Mr. Evilsizer said the intention of the 
language in that section was to provide some flexibility for 
factors that would come up outside of (a) through (d) on page 6. 
He said the PSC does not grant certificates of public need and 
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necessity except in the motor carrier area. In the utilities, 
there is an exception for the Territorial Integrity Act which is 
applicable to electricity, other than that, the PSC does not 
grant franchises. 

REP. MILLS asked Chuck Evilsizer about other public utilities who 
do not have any franchise in the state, 'why is it necessary for 
the PSC to issue a franchise for this single industry alone? Mr. 
Evilsizer said the PSC is not concerned about the franchise 
aspect. The PSC's concern is the same as it is for other public 
utilities, where the rates are reasonable and service is 
adequate. The only reason this bill designates the PSC is the 
federal law says that the rate regulation can only be exercised 
by a franchising authority. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

REP. DAILY closed. He is not asking that cable TV be regulated 
from a negative perspective, but a positive one. Cable TV needs 
to be regulated for the benefit of the customers in the state. 
He urged a do pass recommendation. 

HEARING ON HB 546 

Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

REP. BOB GILBERT, House District 22, Sidney, said HB 546 intends 
to clarify REP. FRED THOMAS'S bill from the 1985 Session. It 
allowed utilities to collect for damages if someone defrauded the 
services. It also placed a six-month billing limit on utilities 
who, through their error didn't charge properly. The bill was 
codified in one section under the PSC which didn't identify co­
ops and stated they were immune to this law. They also claimed 
they are immune to the two-year statute of limitations, a five­
year statute of limitations and a seven-year statute of 
limitations, but these utilities can go back any time they want 
to because it is an open-ended contract. He said in a court of 
law it was decided that wasn't so, and no decision was given. HB 
546 redefines public utility and states that a rural electric and 
telephone cooperative as provided in Title 35, chapter 18. It 
does not place the rural cooperatives under the jurisdiction of 
the PSC for any other purpose than ensuring that if they make an 
error in their billing process, they can only go back six months 
to collect if it is their fault. He said HB 546 is designed to 
protect the cooperative consumer. 

Proponents' Testimony: 
None 
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Opponents' Testimony: 

Jim Nelson, Glacier Electric, said that cooperatives are unique 
in Montana because the members run the cooperatives through their 
elected board of directors. From his experience, if the board is 
not responsive to the concerns of the membership of the 
cooperatives, they will not last long in office. Cooperatives 
have policies dealing with collection and billing errors. He 
said the cooperatives are opposed to this legislation. 

Rosemary Koch, Fergus Electric Consumer, said the local 
cooperative members can adopt by-laws and policies to address the 
problems at the membership's annual meeting. 

Molly Descheemaeker, Fergus Electric Consumer, urged the 
committee to oppose HB 546. 

John Hossack, Lincoln Electric Cooperative, Eureka, stated the 
Lincoln Cooperative's opposition to HB 546. 

Bill Berberet, Vigilante Electric Director, Townsend, said he 
opposes HB 546. 

Doh Prevost, Yellowstone Company, informed the committee this 
bill came about because of an incident in his area where wires 
from an electric meter had been unplugged. He urged the 
committee to vote against this legislation. 

Al Thiessen, Lower Yellowstone REA, said an electric cooperative 
is not a big power company like most people think. It is a not­
for-profit business, owned and operated by its members. He urged 
a do not pass. 

Ric Brown, Ravalli County Electric Cooperative, Corvallis, said 
the President of the United States has asked the cooperatives to 
take stronger local control on issues that are surrounding the 
nation, and said the governor will be saying the same thing in a 
couple of days, but the cooperatives have been doing this for the 
last 55 years, and the Ravalli Cooperative is the oldest 
cooperative in the state of Montana. He distributed a member's 
guide that is given to the members. EXHIBIT 7 

Doug Hardy, Park Electric, Plant Supervisor, said he opposes HB 
546. 

Questions From Committee Members and Responses: 

REP. LARSON asked Gary Wiens, representing the Montana Electric 
Cooperative Association, how frequent are billing errors from the 
cooperatives. Mr. Wiens said he has talked with cooperative 
members throughout the state of Montana and found one or two 
cases every two years. 
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REP. LARSON asked Gary Willis, MPC, to explain the procedure of 
an investor-owned utility company and how do they take care of 
their billing errors. Mr. Willis said the billing is either too 
high or too low, but they very seldom have this problem. Mr. 
Willis said to handle the problem they will approach the consumer 
to inform them of the error unless it is over six months. 

REP. SONNY HANSON asked Ric Brown how many cooperative are 
serving buildings owned by the state of Montana? Mr. Brown said 
that most of the cooperatives are rural and are prohibited from 
serving inside a city with a population of 3,000 or more. He 
said they do serve some federal facilities. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

REP. GILBERT closed. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 273 

VICE CHAIRMAN SONNY HANSON informed the committee that he had the 
proxy vote for REP. HERRON. REP. DAILY said he had the proxy 
vote for REP. COCCHIARELLA. 

Motion: REP. LARSON MOVED HB 273 DO PASS. 

Discussion: CHAIRMAN BENEDICT informed the committee that he has 
spoken with REP. DOLEZAL, the sponsor of the bill, and said an 
agreement has been reached between the insurance industry, the 
glass brokers, and the auditor's office. He said that REP. 
DOLEZAL would go through the amendments with the committee so 
they could see what the amendments will do to the bill. REP. 
DOLEZAL informed the committee of another amendment to consider 
because the insurance people were adamant that this law applies 
only to glass repair work. Some of the language is ambiguous 
because it refers to repair shop. He gave Paul Verdon a copy of 
the bill to show where they changed the language where it was 
appropriate to show it is glass repair work. EXHIBITS 8 & 9 

REP. BACHINI moved to adopt amendment #1. 

REP. BRANDEWIE called the question. Voice vote was taken. 
Motion carried unanimously. EXHIBIT 8 

REP. BRANDEWIE moved to adopt the conceptual amendment #2. This 
amendment will replace repair shop with glass repair shop. REP. 
DAILY called the question. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

REP. SIMON moved to adopt amendment #3. It will give the 
definition of a glass broker. 
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REP. BACHINI said the insurance industry and glass brokers would 
need to get together to decide what the definition of a glass 
broker is before the committee votes on it. REP. SONNY HANSON 
called the question. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried 15 -
3 with REPS. BACHINI, ELLIS AND CHAIRMAN BENEDICT voting no. 

Motion/Vote: REP. BRANDEWIE MOVED HB 273 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
REP. MILLS called the question. Voice vote was taken. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Vote: HB 273 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion carried 18 - O. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 556 

Motion: REP. DAILY MOVED HB 556 DO PASS. 

Discussion: REP. DAILY said HB 556 was thoroughly discussed and 
felt the issues didn't need to be addressed any further. 

Motion/Vote: REP. BACHINI called the question. Roll call vote 
was taken. Motion failed 7 - 11. EXHIBIT 10 

Motion/Vote: REP. SONNY HANSON MOVED HB 556 BE TABLED-., Roll 
call vote was taken. Motion carried 10 - 8. EXHIBIT 11 

Vote: HB 556 BE TABLED. Motion carried 10 - 8. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 245 

Motion: REP. DOWELL MOVED HB 245 DO PASS. 

Discussion: REP. DOWELL moved to adopt the amendment and the 
gray bill. Paul Verdon explained the amendments and the gray 
bill to the committee. The question was called. Voice vote was 
taken. Motion carried unanimously. EXHIBITS 12 & 13 

Motion/Vote: REP. DOWELL MOVED HB 245 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Roll 
call vote was taken. Motion carried 10 - 8. EXHIBIT 14 

Vote: HB 245 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion carried 10 - 8. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 321 

Motion: REP. DOWELL MOVED HB 321 DO PASS. 

Discussion: REP. DOWELL moved to adopt the amendments and the 
gray bill. REP. DOWELL explained the amendments to the committee 
and how they will affect the bill. EXHIBITS 15 & 16 
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REP. SONNY HANSON called the question to adopt the amendment. 
Voice vote was taken. Motion carried unanimously. EXHIBIT 15 

Motion/Vote: REP. DOWELL MOVED HB 321 DO PASS AS AMENDED. REP. 
SONNY HANSON called the question. Roll call vote was taken. 
Motion failed 4 - 14. 

Motion/Vote: 
voted to use 
carried 14 -
DAILY voting 

REP. SONNY HANSON MOVED HB 321 BE TABLED. Everyone 
Exhibit 17 as the reverse vote to table. Motion 
4 with REPS. DOWELL, PAVLOVICH, COCCHIARELLA AND 
no. EXHIBIT 17 

Vote: HB 321 BE TABLED AS AMENDED. Motion carried 14 - 4. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 422 

Motion: REP. LARSON MOVED HB 422 DO PASS. 

Discussion: REP. LARSON moved to adopt the amendment and the 
gray bill. REP. LARSON explained how the amendments affect the 
bill. He said the amendments (exhibit 18) are to be thrown away 
and use the gray bill (exhibit 19). EXHIBITS 18 & 19 

Motion/Vote: REP. SIMON MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION THAT HB 422 BE 
TABLED AS AMENDED. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried 17 - 1 
with REP. PAVLOVICH voting no. 

Vote: HB 422 BE TABLED AS AMENDED. Motion carried 17 - 1. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 538 

Motion: REP. LARSON MOVED HB 538 DO PASS. 

Discussion: None 

Motion/Vote: The question was called. Voice vote was taken. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Vote: HB 538 DO PASS. Motion carried 18 - o. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 82 

Motion: REP. TUSS MOVED TO RECONSIDER ACTION ON HB 82 AND TAKE 
FROM THE TABLE. 

Discussion: The question was called to take from the table. 
Roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 12 - 6. EXHIBIT 20 
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Information was distributed on HB 82 by the Department of 
Commerce to create an executive director for the Board of 
Outfitters. EXHIBIT 23 

REP. TUSS addressed the bill with the amendments. EXHIBIT 21 

CHAIRMAN BENEDICT said the key words to this bill is offering 
programs not mandating programs. The language calls for the 
board to corne up with some programs to offer to their outfitters 
and guides. MAX CHASE from the Board of Outfitters, was asked to 
reply to the question if the board would be designing rules later 
on to mandate continuing education? Mr. Chase said yes. It was 
discussed at the last two board meetings because one portion of 
the statute already mandates that they provide some kind of 
educational training for the outfitters and guides. 

REP. SIMON moved to segregate amendment #7 of exhibit 21 and take 
it out of the bill. The question was called on the amendments 
with the exception of #7. Voice vote was taken. Motion carried 
14 - 4 with REPS. BACHINI, DAILY, STELLA JEAN HANSEN AND TUSS 
voting no. EXHIBIT 21 

Motion was made to vote on amendment #7 of exhibit 21. Voice 
vQte was taken. Motion failed 4 - 14 with REPS. LARSON, STELLA 
JEAN HANSEN, TUSS, AND DOWELL voting aye. 

Motion/Vote: REP. STELLA JEAN HANSEN MOVED HB 82 DO PASS AS 
AMENDED. Roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 11 - 7. 
EXHIBIT 22 

Vote: HB 82 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion carried 11 - 7. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment: 12:55 P.M. 

SB/cj 
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Mr. Speaker: We, the cormni ttee on Business and Economic 

Development repo~t that House Bill 273 (first reading copy --

white) do pass as amended • 

Signed: ____ -::-:-___ ~ __ _=~._;_'._:_.,./-.o./-:-~._::.:);_::_".~~~ • ...,>,.__:. / 

Steve Benedict, Chair 

;\"'1d, that such a::nendInen ts read: 

1. Title, li~e 11. 
St!:"'i]~e: 11 AGE:~T" 

Insert: IIGLASS BROKER II 
Strike: IIEITHER" 

. 
1 ') .. . 2. Title, line 

Strike: "AGENrr 
::Lnsert: I1GLASS 

OR INSURZ:\NCE CO~I[F .il,tlY" 
BROKER" 

3. Title, line 14. 
Following: line 13 
Insert: "DEFINING GLASS BROKER;" 
Following: "BY A" 
Ir..sert: "GLASS" 

4. ~itle, line 15. 
Following: "SHOP" 
Strike: "THAT" 
Insert: "AS A CONDITIO~'T TO DOInG GLASS ]).=PL.ACE~·~Z~TT OR GL.~SS 

REPAIR WOR!< \ .. Tf1EN TI-r:: PRIC:S" 

5. Title, lines 17 and 18. 
Str ike: "C!?2DITS AG;;':NS'l' INSURA1,IC:Z DEDUC'rIB:'ES" 
Insert: "INCENTIVES" 

,.. ""~""1. " 1Q 'J. _ ... t,.. ... 2; ... ~::1e ....... 

Strike: line 19 th::::-ough "~CA" 
Insert: "GRA.'1TI~G E:t1FORCZ:~E~lT A.U~!ICxITY '1'C T!~2 I~·7srJP .. .z'0JCE 

CONl·!ISS IONE:2" 

7. Page 1, li~e 23. 
Stri}~e: "(a)" 

CC_7;mi,tt2e <t;;·/o t ';~ ~ 

y~s .l ~; .. ~:c _~~_ 



8. Page 2, line 1. 
Following: "not" 
Insert: ": 

(a) " 

9. Page 2, line 5. 
Following: "policy" 
Strike: "." 
Insert: "; or" 

10. Page 2, lines 6 and 7. 
Following: "(b)" 

February 17, 1993 
Pagp. 2 of 5 

Strike: the ~amainde~ of line 6 through "not" on line 7 

11. Page 2, line 10. 
Page 2, line 14 
Page 3, line 6 

Following: "replacement," 
Insert: "glass" 

12. Page 2, line 11. 
?~ge 2, line 15 
Page 3, line 6 

Following: H, or" 
Insert: "glass" 

13. Page 2, line 11. 
Following: "products" 
Insert: "insured in whole or in part under the terms of an 

insurance policy" 

14. Page 2, line 15. 
Follo\'Ting: II i f" 
Insert: "some of" 

15. Page 2, lines 16 through 20. 
Following: "insured" on line 16 
Strike: remainder of line 16 through "p~o~ucts» on li~A 20 

16. Page 2, lines 23 throuqh 25. 
Follm..,ing: "(b)" en line 23 
Strike: re~ainder of line 23 through line 25 
Insert: "'l'he" 

17. Page 3, lines 1 and 2. 
Following: "insured" on line 1 
Strike: remainder of line 1 throu~h aused" on :ine 2 
Insert: "may use ~ nonli3~ed shop or location n 

I 



18. Page 3, line 3. 
Following: "discretion" 
Insert: "," 
Following: "and" 
Strike: "that" 

Februarv 17, 1993 
P2lg'3 3 of 5 

Insert: "subject to the provisions of subsectio~s (2) (e) ~nd 
(3)," 

19. Page 3, lines 4 and S. 
Following: "pay" on line 4 
Strike: remainder of line 4 through "2]," on line 5 

20. Page 3, lines 3 through 12. 
Strike: lines 8 through 12 in thei= entirety 
Insert: "(c) If the insured does not use a list as provided in 

subsection (2) (a), the insurer may require the insured to 
0btain not :c1ore than three cQ::'.?eti tive :::ii.:13 ':0 ~st.:'lblish t'-1e 
cost of autoMobile glass replaceIT'.ent, ·;;13.8s repair ser'!ices f 
or glass products provided. 

(3) This section does not require an insurer to pa~ 
~ore for automobile glass replacement, glass re~qir 
services, or glass products than the lowest pr~vatling 
~arket price as defined in [section 2].n 

~enumber: subsequent subsecticn 

21. Page 3, line 14. 
Strike: "and (2}" 
Insert: "through (3)" 

22. Page 3, lines 19 throuq~ 24. 
Following: "area" on line 19 
Strike: remainder c~ line 19 through "?r0duct3" on line 24 

23. Page 4, line 2. 
:ollowing: "activities" 
Insert: "-- glass broker defined" 

24. Page 4, lines 5 through 7. 
Strike: subsection (a) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent SUbsections 

25. Page 4, line 9. 
StrL\.e: "agent" 
Insert: "glass broker" 

26. Page 4, lines 9 and 10. 
Strike: "insurance company or c~e 1gent~ 
Insert: "glass brokAr" 



27. Page 4, line 10. 
Page 4, line 16 

Following: "by an 
Insert: "glass" 

28. Page 4, line 11. 
Page 4, line 15 
Page 4, line 17 
Page 4, line 21 

Following: "or" 
Ins3rt: "glass" 

29. Page 4, line 14. 
Following: "requires all 
Insert: "glass" 

30. Page 4, line 22. 
Following: "claim" 
Insert: "or a set fee" 

31. Page 4, lines 23 and 24. 
Following: "to the" 
Insert: "glass" 

32. Page 4, lines 23 and 24. 
Strike: "or bills the insurance compan~" 

33. Page-S, line 1. 
Following: page 4 

February 17, 1993 
Page 4 of 5 

Insert: "(3) As used in this section, "glass br0ker" means an 
automobile glass company that 3ctS as a third-p~rty agent 
far the insurer for the purpos~ of entering into agreements 
,-lith other automobile gl:tss dealers to perfoIT1. glass 
replacement or glass r9pair work." 

34. Page 5, line 1. 
Following: "Rebates" 
Insert: "and incentives" 

35. Page 5, line 3. 
Following: "not ll 
!nsert.: tI. 

(a)" 

36. Page 5, line 6. 
Following: "policyll 
Insert: "; or 

3 J 12 ~ 8 S c: • I! S S 



February 17, 1993 
Page 5 of 5 

(b) pay a sum or incentive to an individual or entity 
for directing glass replacement or repair or the purchase of 
a glass product" 

37. Page 5, line 10 through page 7, line 21. 
Strike: sections 5 through 7 in their entirety 
Insert: "NIDi SECTION. Section 5. Desist orders for prohibited 

practices. Violations of [sections 1 through 4J are subject 
to cease and desist orders of the co:m...·'!!issioner issu<:!d under 
33-18-1004." 

Renumber: subsequent section 

38. Page 7, line ~2. 
Following: "instruction." 
Insert: "(1)" 

39. Page 7, lines 24 and 25. 
Strike: "30 1t 

Insert: "33" 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: "18" 

40. Page 3, line? 
Following: line 1 
Insert: "( 2) [Section 5] is intended to be cedi fied as an 

integral part of Title 33, chapter 13, ?art 10, and the 
provisions of Title 33, chapter 19, part 10, apply to 
[section 5].1t 



HOUSE STl~NDING COMHITTEE REPORT 

February 16, 1993 

Page 1 of 4 

~1r. Speaker: VV'e, the cormni ttee on Business and Economic 

Development report that House Bill 245 

white) do pass as amended . 

(first reading copy --

SiJned: 
---------S-:-t-e-"-e 5E~ned"1c t I ch.=t i r 

~nd, that such ame~~~ents read~ 

1. Page il line 13. 
Following: "and" 
Insert: "the potential for" 

2. Page 1, line 16 
Following: "may" 
Insert: ", without supplying a reason," 

3. Page 1, lines 16 through 19 
Strike: "for" on line 16 through "homes" on lin~ 19 

4. Page 1. line 21. 
Stri~e: "upon failure to pay rant" 
Insert: "if evict~d unfairlyrt 

5. Pag8 1, lin~ 25. 
Strike: "make rental payments" 
Insert: "comply with the eviction" 

6. Page 5. line 3. 
Following: "rent" 
InS0rt: "or late charges" 

7. ?as~ 5/ line 11. 
Following: "conduct" 
Insert: Han the mobile nome ?ark crernises" 

3. Page 5, line 17. 
Following: "violation" 
!nsert: "on the ~o~l:e ~ome ryark 0r~~i~es" 



9. Page 5, line 18. 
Following: "ordinance" 

February 16, 1993 
Page 2 of 4 

Insert: ", when the violation is detrimental to the health, 
safety, or welfare of other residents or the landlord of the 
~obile home park," 

10. Page 5, lines 19 through 21. 
Following: "violation" on line 19 
Strike: remainder of line 19 through "park" on line 21 
Insert: "the provisions of Title 43, chapter 9" 

11. Page 5, lina 25. 
Following: "(a)" 
Insert: "A mobile home owner or a tenant of a mobilt~ heme mvner 

"."ho fails to pay the overcue rent and late charg~.=; uir>.i.n 13 
days of receiving notice of nonpayment of rent, as Frovic~d 
in 70-24-422, is subject to termination procedures as 
provided in 70-24-422. 

(b) It 

RenQ~ber: subsequent subsections 

12. Page 6, line 2. 
Strike: "three" 
Insert: "tT,vO" 

13. Page 6, line 5. 
Folloi.ling: IIlate n 
Insert: "rent" 

14. Page 6, lines 8 and 9. 
~0110wing: n(ii)" 
Stri~e: remainder of line 3 through "pay~ent" on line 9 
Insert: "additional charges for late rant payrn2nr must bd 

reasonable and must be oaid as provided in subsection (2) (a) 
unless the landlord and'tenant agree other~Yi3en 

15. Page 6, line 13. 
Strike: "third" 
Insert: "second" 

16. Page 6, line 17. 
Following: "agreement" 
Insert: "and the provisions of subsection (3) (c) :r-equirir:q a 

compliance period do not apply" 

1 7. Page 6, 1 inc 21. 
Strike: "unfair," 



18. Page 6, lines 21 and 22. 
Strike; ", or unconscionable" 

19. Page 6, line 22. 
Following: ";" 
Insert: "and" 

20. Page 6, line 23. 
Strike: ";" 
Insert ~ ". n 

21. Page 6, line 24 through page 7, line 4. 

February 16, 1993 
Page 3 of 4 

Strike: page 6, line 24 through page 7, line 4 in their entirety 
Insert: "(b) All rules must be written and must be given to all 

mobile' home park residents ;vho reside in the mobile home 
park and to all new residents upon arrival." 

Renumber: subsequent subsections 

12. Page 7, lines 5 through 11. 
Following: "(b) II on line 5 " 
Strike: remainder of line 5 through "to" on line 11 
Insert: "Notice of ~nd compliance with notice of rules violations 

must conform \'1ith the provisions of" 

23. Page 7, line 13. 
Following: "owner" 
Insert:- "ltlho has complied vlith the rule \'lithin 14 days after 

receipt of a notice ~s provided in subsection (3) (b)" 

2~. Page 7, line 14. 
Strike: "three" 
Ins2:!'t: "two tl 

25. Page 7, line 15. 
Following: tlperiod" 
Insert: "and it is shmm that the mobile home Q':.vner or tenant of 

the nobile home o\mer has violated that rule" 
Following: "required" 
Insert: "for the ne~t 6 months tl 

26. Page 7, line 18. 
Following: "70-24-422" 
Insert: "without providing a 14-day complianca period" 

27. Page 7, line 19. 
Following: line 18 
Insert: "(d) If a mobile heme owner or tenant of the ~obile home 

miner ilas ::,een giv~n n.Jo or ~orB 'dritt';;n :lOtices 0:: Z.:-: 
alleged violation o~ ~ =ule that would h~ve a siqni~icant 

I ' / 1'- .' ..... '..J 



February 16, 1993 
Page 4 of 4 

adverse impact en the mobile home park or its residents 
Ylithin a 12-month period and it is shmvn that the mobile 
home owner or tenant of the mobile home owner has violated 
the rule, a written notice is not required for the next 6 
months for a subseauent violation of anv rule that would 
have a significant·adverse impact on the mobile home 9ark or 
its residents and the rental agreement may be terminated as 
provided in 70-24-422 without providing a 14-day compliance 
period. Only one notice a month may be given." 

28. Pagp. 8, line 18 through page 9, line 15. 
Strike: line 13, page 8 through li~e 15, page 9 in their 

(~ntirety 

RenQ~ber: subsequent 

29. Page 9, line 17. 
Strike: "Sections" 
Insert: "Section" 
Strike: "and 3 11 

Strike: "are ll 

Insert: "is" 

30. Page 9, line 19. 
Strike: "sections" 
Insert:. "section" 
S tr ik,~~ : It and 3" 

sections 

-r.;:m-



HOUSE STANDING CO?vU<lITTEE REPORT 

F~bruary 15, 1993 

Pag~ 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Business and Economic 

Develooment . report that 

r.vhite) do cass . 
.--...;..~ ...... .....c..;.;.:-.;.._ 

House Bill 538 (fi::-st reading copv --
.. ~i 

J. 
:"1(" 

Sign en ~ ______ =--__ -=-_---",....,........,.... __ -:.-_.,-­
Stp.ve 3enedict, Chair 



HOUSB STA1~DING CO('-l1·lITTEE REPORT 

February 15, 1993 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: Ne, the cO:nI:1ittee on Business and Economic 

Development report that House Bill 32 

white) do pass as amended . 

Signf~c.! 

(first reading copy 

-----::;Steve Bened~ct, Chair 

1. Page 1, lihe 18. 
Following: »; .. 
Insert: "and" 

. 
2. Page 1, lines 20 through 24 
Following: "education a en line 20 
Strike: remainder of line 20 through "agency" on line 24 

3. Page 2, lin~ 3. 
Following: "investigations" 
I!1sert:: - "0: outfi tters and guides t:l';: t i::volve yiolat ions of this 

chapter or rules of the board" 

4. Pa1e 2, line 4. 
Strike: "other enfcrc2~e~t activiti~s~ 
Insert: "investigations of complaints" 

5. Page 2, line 6. 
Strike: "enforcenent," 

6. Page 2, lines B ~nd 9. 
Strike: "and en£o=ceme~t]ct:ivitiestl 

7. ?age 2, line 9. 
?ollO'.Jing: "otheril 
Insert: "local," 
Following: "state" 
I:1sert: II I .. 



Proposed Reyjsion to Section 69-3-305 (4) 

JJ65/3~ 
EXHIBIT ~ 93' 
DATE -2- C 
HB psg 

This section was added to the Montana Telephone Act during the 1991 Session in House Bill 610. 
The section was added to allow regulated telecommunications companies, such as US WEST, to 
develop promotions for our products - a common business practice among telecommunications 
providers, as well as in other businesses. In the telecommunications industry, the Local 
Exchange Company, has a monopoly over certain parts of the network - local exchange access 
services and access services used by Carriers to reach their customers. Language was included in 
this section to limit the ability of the Local Exchange Company to promote a "package" which 
included basic access services with a competitive service. Our competitors would be unable to 
offer the same type of promotional offerings and therefore the offerings could be 
anticompetitive. 

The result of this statute; however, has been that U S WEST has been unable to "promote" 
packages which include a very popular feature - Call Waiting. 

Call Waiting is a non-basic, vertical feature. It is not necessary for access to the public 
switched network. It is however, not a competitive service. At this time, there are no 
alternative products available in the marketplace which perfonn the functions of Call 
Waiting. Therefore, Call Waiting is a MONOPOLY service. 

Call Waiting is an attractive option for many customers. It allows them to receive important 
calls. It is very advantageous in homes with teenagers - the teen is alerted that there is 
another in-coming call - perhaps a long distance call. The customer can then make the decision 
about which call has priority. Many customers also find other custom calling featu,res 
attractive - speed calling, three way calling and call forwarding. The packages allow 
customers to customize the feature packages which best meet their needs. The change in the 
statute will allow customers whose needs are better met with several features, rather than just 
Call Waiting, US WEST has conducted several promotions since House Bill 610 opened this 
opportunity. On a short term basis, we have offered customers the opportunity to obtain 
services without the one-time charge for connection, we have offered money back guarantees to 
assure customer satisfaction with a service. These promotions are nonnal business practices -
also offered by our competition and many other businesses. U S WEST has been precluded from 
offering any promotions of "packages" which include call waiting as a feature. 

The statute change we are proposing insures that the intent of the 1991 statute is 
retained - that promotions will not be done which package a basic access line with a 
competitive offering. We understand and appreciate that such packages could disadvantage 
our competitors. 

The minor change being proposed will allow U S WEST to better serve our customers - to 
offer them more choices of vertical services along with allowable discounts - waiver of one 
time charges and other Commission approved promotional opportunities. The Commission will 
review and approve each proposed promotion. 
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SYSrEM PROFILE· . 

ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS 

The following addresses and phone numbers are part of our service com­
mitment to help you obtain needed information and prompt assistance . 

. TCI Cablevision of Montana, Inc. 
951 Custer Ave. 
Helena, MT 59601 

(406) 443-3401 

Office Hours: 
Iv'on . - Fri. 

System Manager 
Plant Manager 
Office Ma nager 

8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Tom Glendenning 
GeorgeAAaier 
Rita Foster 

Boulder/Townsend ............ 1-800-777-7818 

Phone Hours: 24 hours a day 

TCI Cablevision is an equal opportunity employer. 

@ Printed on recycled and recyclable paper 



Montana 

Butte - TO Cablevision of Montana 

1986 $10.25 for basic (12 channels) (Butte Cable TV) 

Dec. 1991 $18.04 for limited basic (21 channels) 
$19.40 for expanded basic (27 channels) 

Increase 76% for similar channel offering 

Glendive - TO Cablevision of Montana 

1986 $4.00 for basic (12 channels) (Glendive Cable TV) 

Nov. 1991 $17.35 for limited basic (21 channels) 
$18.65 for expanded basic (27 channels) 

Increase 334% for similar channel offering 

Great Falls - TO Cablevision of Great Falls 

1986 

Dec. 1991 

Feb. 1992 

Increase 

$9.95 for basic (26 channels) (Group W Cable Inc.) 

$1735 for limited basic (20 channels) 
$18.65 for expanded basic (26 channels) 

$18.22 for limited basic (20 channels) 
$20.22 for expanded basic (26 channels) 

December 1991 
87% for similar channel offering 

Note: There will be a 5% rate increase for limited basic and an 8% increase for 
expanded basic on February 1,1992. 

February 1992 
103% for similar channel offering 

SVsTDIs IN .uurAS wrm n:wER 11IAH 6 BROADCAST SIGN41.S 

CAaut RATE lNOl.E4SES: 1986 - 1991/1992 PAGE Ul 



Montana (continued) 

Kalispell - TCI Cablevision of Montana 

1986 $10.95 for basic (1~.channels) (Group W Cable) 

Nov. 1991 $17.35 for limited basic 
$ 18.65 for expanded basic 

Increase 58% for similar channel offering 

Miles City - TO Cablevision of Montana 

PAGltW 

1986 $ 11.95 for basic (12 channels ) (Micro-TV Inc.) 

Nov. 1991 $17.35 for limited basic (21 channels) 
$18.65 for expanded basic (27 channels) 

Increase 45% for similar channel offering 

SYST£MS IN AREAS wrm FEWER 7llAN 6 BROADC4ST SIGNALS 

CAau: RATE INclUAS£S: 19116. 1991/1992 



ROUNDUP CABLE, INC. 
412 3RD STREET WEST 

ROUNDUP, MONTANA 59072 
PHONE (406) 323-1787 

EXHIBIT ';In "M 
DATE c:2-J5- 94! 
HB Jf5<e-1 

PARTIAL LIST OE SHAT.T. INDEPENDENT CABLE OPERATORS lH MONTANA 

ABSAROKEE 
LAUREL 
COLUMBUS 
ASHLAND 
RED LODGE 
BIG SKY 
EKALAKA 
GALLATIN GATEWAY 
HARLOWTON 
LINCOLN 
MELSTONE 
MILTOWN 
ROUNDUP 
LAVINA 
SHERIDAN 
ST IGNATIUS 
STANFORD 
THOMPSON FALLS 
JORDAN 
TWIN BRIDGES 
BIG TIMBER 
WEST YELLOWSTONE 
RYEGATE 
RED LODGE 
FORSYTH 
COLUMBUS 
LAUREL 
BIG TIMBER 
BROADUS 
BAKER 
HARDIN 

This is a partial listing of small independent operators in 
Montana that would be seriously harmed by PSC regulators. 
Togather they represent approximately 8,000 Montanans whose 
cable service future is in your hands. Please don~t regulate 
us out of business and make the TV tube go black. 



Exhibit 4 from 2/15/93, HB 556, contains letters from the 

citizens of Roundup, MT, stating why they are opposed to 

HB 55G. The original document is stored at the Historical 

Society at 225 North Roberts Street, Helena, MT 59620-1201. 

The phone number is 444-2694. 



Richard larsen at Associates, Inc. 
Consultants 

To the Montana Legislature, 

Re: House Bill No. 556 

EXHISIT S ... -.~ 
DATE ~- /.5 - 93 
HB SS(p 

1733 Parkhill 
Billings, Montana 59102 
( 406) 248-4252 

12 February 1993 

Cable Television Regulation by the Public Service Commission 

I have received and reviewed a copy of the proposed House Bill 
NO. 556 and would like to offer my comments in its regard. I regret 
that I am unable to personally attend your hearings. Please accept 
my letter as my input into the hearing process. If possible, I 
would like it to be read into the record. 

I consult with bpsinesses and local government in my 
profession and one thing that has become very clear over the years 
is that all of us, private business and local government are over 
regulated. We are over regulated from the Federal Government, State 
Government and Local Government. In many cases we are dual 
regulated almost to death. The proposed House Bill No. 556 is an 
example of what I speak. 

Currently cable television is regulated by the new Cable 
Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of ~992. Cable 
television is currently subject to local government franchise 
agreements that spell out the terms and conditions of operating 
within their jurisdictions. If a county, consolidated government, 
city, or town has not exercised their prerogatives, this is by 
their own choice. The competition to cable TV, over the air 
television, "TV 3" in Billings, the telephone companies as they 
move with new technology into the cable market, and others, are not 
currently subj ect to the same regulatory constraints. Many of these 
companies are regulated however by a whole different set of rules 
and regulations. If they make a decision to enter the cable or 
cable related market, they too will be regulated once again by 
several new layers of additional rules and regulations. 

But more to the point, the Cable Act of 1992 requires the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to adopt rules regarding 
cable television. The same Act allows the States and local 
government to adopt rules not inconsistent to the FCC. Just because 
the State has a right to develop rules, does not mean we MUST do 
so. We do not need a whole new set of rules on top of rules. 

In Billings, the City has a non-exclusive franchise agreement 
with a local Cable Television System. Contained within the local 
franchise, the city and the cable company have spelled out a number 
of required community oriented services and a specific franchise 
fee. Without the agreement, and the cooperation the city has 
received, the highly successful Community Access Channel would be 
non-existent. This is a result of local government stepping up and 
locally regulating the cable industry. All local government 
jurisdictions have this right and the authority to do so currently. 



~ -
Notice 

To 
Cust011lers 

When the Federal CoIIll'l'ltlnicacons Commission 
(KCl issued its new technical standards in 1992, 
it adopted regulation:; which require all cable 
television operator.> to e:rtabllih a process for 
resolving complaints from OlStomers about the 
quality of the television signals delivered and to 
r.otify custome.."S of those procedures. 

We are dedica!ed to providing quality cable tele­
vision service to our customers ar.d to assuring: 
that each problem is imrnedl.:l.tely =lved to the 
C'.!Stomer' s sa~-faction. These custcmer service 
pro<:edure;, in addition to tn<ll1y other issues, are 
covered in :zr.aterial provided to you at the time ol 
instaJJation and generally annually after you've 
become a customer. .. 

employees a.n:,'Wct' the phone:. When pos;ible, a 
Sc:rvice Technician will be dispatched right away 
to flx the problem. In alI other cases the phone 
cc:ntcr will forward the: information to our dflGe.. 
We will call you during nonna! Wsiness how:s 
the next working day 10 resolve the maccer. 

4. Emergendes that affect signal ~lity such as 
fallen ut1lUy poles, violent storms 01" Vl:!ry cold 
weather may interfere with reception of cable ser­
viC'i!. W~are committed. to have one of our crews 
promptly rorrect an emergency :.itualion. We 
pledge Umnediate response at any ~ if a large 
area of the systemJs experiencing technical diffi· 
C1.dUes. 

5. Our CSR's aDd Tech.nk:!ans are trained and 
have the au.thority to do whatever is reasonably· 
necessary to solve a custoIrJ.et's problexn or initi­
ate the solutiol'l. includi..rlg replacement of any 
non-operating equipment in order to provide 
quality :iCrVice. 

tl. We will maintain compbint records for at least 
a one-year period. In addition, those records will 
be aVlillable for inspection by the franc1tise 
authority or the FCC. 

H you are unable to get a problem resolvoo to 
your satisfaction at the local level, you may write 
or ail our State, Division or Corporate Customer 
Relations Specia!i.i with concerns and com­
plaints, 

This notice Sl1.lIUIl3rizes some of the procedures 
that you need to know to help us resolve com­
pIain,~ you~y have about the quality of the 
teIeVlSlOn SIgnals delivered: 

1. . Our busines3 olftCc is open ~ elCcqX 
holidays, from 8:00 a.ID. to 6:00 p.m. and Sarur~ 
days from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for cuswmer 
'llisits and te/.ephone calls. In addidon, we <2Il i::e 
reached by ceIcpbone Z4 hotm a day, every day 
eX rhe Ye31. Our ~Iephone number is prinrec! on 
your monthly bill 

~ When you call about a seIVioe problem aur­
mg normal. business hoars, a Customer Service 
Representative «(SID will. attempt to detenni:ne ' 
th~ nature of the problem. Ii possible, the CSR 
will help you resolve the proolcm over the ' , 
phone. If the problem cannot be resolved during" 
the call, the CSR will schedule a Servke . 
Tcclu-ddan to visit your home, usually within 24 . 
houlS of the titne of the cUt excluding Weekends .• 
and holiday.;.. There is cunently no charge for 
~ calls if the problem is caused by our . , .. 
eqtupment. ~ our workload permits, the service . 
call will be dISpatched for samc-day service: ' , 

3. 1£ you call abcut a seMce problem ~:d- ; 
regular business homs, the call will be answered .. 
by a regional phone center where our (('Jrnpany .. : 

In <lddition, if you are not satisfied wil~ our b<lrt­
d Ii ng of your complaint, you may contact ~he 
local franchising authority. TI-.e address or tl'.e 
r~por.sible office: for your fumchisin; authority 
is noted below: 

City Adm.inistrarcr 
P.O. 00.'( 1178 
Billings, MT 59103 

We crge that you call us anytime you have ques­
tions or concerr.s aoout yell!" servi<e, Vo. hook· 
up questiON or proble:r:s, or any other aspect of 
the c.lble televi..<;ion service · .... hich we take pride 
in pr:widi!'L£ to you. 
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Amendments to House Bill No. 273 
First Reading Copy 

ExHIBn __ ? __ --_·---~ 
DATE d -15-<1:s§. 
HR -213- .,.,.>~ 

Requested by Representative Dolezal 
For the Committee on Business and Economic Development 

Prepared by Paul Verdon 
February 14, 1993 

1. Title, line 11. 
strike: "AGEN~" 
Insert: "GLASS BROKER" 
strike: "EITHER" 

2. Title, line 12. 
strike: "AGENT OR INSURANCE COMPANY" 
Insert: "GLASS BROKER" 

3. Title, line 15. 
Following: "SHOP" 
Insert: "AS A CONDITION TO DOING GLASS REPLACEMENT OR REPAIR 

WORK" 

4., Title, lines 17 and 18. 
strike: "CREDITS AGAINST INSURANCE DEDUCTIBLES" 
Insert: "INCENTIVES" 

5. Title, line 19. 
strike: line 19 through "MCA" 
Insert: "GRANTING ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY TO THE INSURANCE 

COMMISSIONER" 

6. Page 1, line 23. 
strike: "(a)" 

7. Page 2, line 1. 
Following: "not" 
Insert: ": 

(a)" 

8. Page 2, line 5. 
Following: "policy" 
strike: "." 
Insert: "i or" 

9. Page 2, lines 6 and 7. 
Following: "Cb)" 
strike: the remainder of line 6 through "not" on line 7 

10. Page 2, line 11. 
Following: "products" 
Insert: "insured in whole or in part under the terms of an 

insurance policy" 

1 HB027303.APV 



11. Page 2, line 15. 
Following: "if" 
Insert: "some of" 

12. Page 2, lines 16 through 20. 
Following: "insured" on line 16 
strike: remainder of line 16 through "products" on line 20 

13. Page 2, lines 23 through 25. 
Following: "(b)" on line 23 
strike: remainder of line 23 through line 25 
Insert: "The" 

14. Page 3, lines 1 and 2. 
Following: "insured" on line 1 
strike: remainder of line 1 through "used" on line 2 
Insert: "may use a nonlisted shop or location" 

15. Page 3, line 3. 
Following: "discretion" 
Insert: "," 
Following: "and" 
strike: "that" 
Insert: "subject to the provisions of sUbsections (2) (c) and 

(3)," 

16. Page 3, lines 4 and 5. 
Following: "pay" on line 4 
strike: remainder of line 4 through "2]," on line 5 

17. Page 3, lines 8 through 12. 
strike: lines 8 through 12 in their entirety 
Insert: "(c) If the insured does not use a list as provided in 

sUbsection (2) (a), the insurer may require the insured to 
obtain not more than three competitive bids to establish the 
cost of automobile glass replacement, repair services, or 
products provided. 

(3) This section does not require an insured to pay 
more for automobile glass replacement, repair services, or 
products than the lowest prevailing market price as defined 
in [section 2]." 

Renumber: subsequent sUbsection 

18. Page 3, line 14. 
strike: "and (2)" 
Insert: "through (3)" 

19. Page 4, lines 5 through 7. 
strike: sUbsection (a) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sUbsections 

20. Page 4, line 9. 
strike: "agent" 
Insert: "glass broker" 

2 HB027303.APV 



21. Page 4, lines 9 and 10. 
strike: "insurance company or the agent" 
Insert: "glass broker" 

22. Page 4, line 22. 
Following: "claim" 
Insert: "or a set fee" 

23. Page 4, lines 23 and 24. 
strike: "or bills the insurance company" 

24. Page 5, line 1. 
Following: "Rebates" 
Insert: "and incentives" 

25. Page 5, line 3. 
Following: "not" 
Insert: It: 

(a)" 

26. Page 5, line 6. 
Following: "policy" 
Insert: It; or 

(b) pay a sum or incentive to an individual or entity 
for directing glass replacement or repair or the purchase of 
a glass product" 

27. Page 5, line 10, through page 7, line 21. 
strike: sections 5 through 7 in their entirety 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. section 5. Desist orders for prohibited 

practices. Violations of [this act] are subject to cease and 
desist orders of the commissioner issued under 33-18-1004." 

Renumber:, subsequent section 

28. Page 7, line 22. 
Following: "instruction." 
Insert: "(1)" 

29. Page 7, lines 24 and 25. 
strike: "30" 
Insert: "33" 
strike: "14" 
Insert: "18" 

30. Page 8, line 2. 
Following: line 1 
Insert: "(2) [Section 5] is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 33, chapter 18, part 10, and the 
provisions of Title 33, chapter 18, part 10, apply to 
[section 5]." 

3 HB027303.APV 
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Amendments to House Bill No. 245 
First Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative Kadas 

EXHIBIT_ / c:I 
DATE ~-{::;7-q>?: 
HR s2is --....... .. : ... -

For the Committee on Business and Economic Development 

1. Page 1, line 13. 
Following: "and" 

Prepared by Paul Verdon 
February 14, 1993 

Insert: "the potential for" 

2. Page 1, line 16 
Following: "may" 
Insert: ", without supplying a reason," 

3. Page 1, lines 16 through 19 
strike: "for" on line 16 and through "homes" on line 19 

4. Page 1, line 21. 
strike: "upon failure to pay rent" 
Insert: "if evicted unfairly" 

5.,Page 1, line 25. 
strike: "make rental payments" 
Insert: "comply with the eviction" 

6. Page 5, line 8. 
Following: "rent" 
Insert: "or late charges" 

7. Page 5, line 11. 
Following: "conduct" 
Insert: "on the mobile home park premises" 

8. Page 5, line 17. 
Following: "violation" 
Insert: "upon the park premises" 

9. Page 5, line 18. 
Following: "ordinance" 
Insert: ", when the violation is detrimental to the health, 

safety, or welfare of other residents or the landlord of the 
mobile home park," 

10. Page 5, lines 19 through 21. 
Following: "violation" on line 19 
strike: remainder of line 19 through "park" on line 21 
Insert: "the provisions of Title 45, chapter 9" 

{Amendment 10 was not included in the amendment list 
submitted Feb. 11 but language substantially the same 
appears in the text of the new draft submitted at the 

1 HB024502.APV 



same time.} 

11. Page 5, line 25. 
Following: "(a)" 
Insert: "A mobile home owner'or a tenant of a mobile home owner 

who fails to pay the overdue rent and late charges within 15 
days of receiving notice of nonpayment of rent, as provided 
in 70-24-422, is subject to termination procedures as 
provided in 70-24-422. 

(b)" 
Renumber: subsequent sUbsections 

12. Page 6, line 2. 
strike: "three" 
Insert: "two" 

13. Page 6, line 5. 
Following: "late" 
Insert: "rent" 

14. Page 6, lines 8 and 9. 
Following: "(ii)" 
strike: remainder of line 8 through "payment" on line 9 
Insert: "additional charges for late rent payment must be 

reasonable and must be paid as provided in sUbsection (2) (a) 
unless the landlord and tenant agree otherwise" 

15. Page 6, line 13. 
strike: "third" 
Insert: "second" 

16. Page 6, line 17. 
Following: "agreement" 
Insert: "and the provisions of sUbsection (3) (c) requiring a 

compliance period do not apply" 

17. Page 6, line 21. 
strike: "unfair," 

18. Page 6, lines 21 and 22. 
strike: ", or unconscionable" 

19. Page 6, line 22. 
Following: "i" 
Insert: "and" 

20. Page 6, line 23. 
strike: ni" 
Insert: "." 

21. Page 6, line 24 through page 7, line 4. 
strike: page 6, line 24 through page 7, line 4 in their entirety 
Insert: "(b) All rules must be written and must be given to all 

mobile home park residents who reside in the mobile home 
park and to all new residents upon arrival." 

2 HB024502.APV 



Renumber: subsequent subsections 

22. Page 7, lines 5 through 11. 
Following: "Cb)" on line 5 
strike: remainder of line 5 through "to" on line 11 
Insert: "Notice of and compliance with notices of rules 

violations must conform with the provisions of" 

23. Page 7, line 13. 
Following: "owner" 
Insert: "who has complied with the" rule within 14 days after 

receipt of a notice as provided in subsection (3) (b)" 

24. Page 7, line 14. 
strike: "three" 
Insert: "two" 

25. Page 7, line 15. 
Following: "period" 
Insert: "and it is shown that the mobile home owner or tenant of 

the mobile home owner has violated that rule" 
Following: "required" 
Insert: IIfor the next 6 months" 

26. Page 7, line 18. 
Fol~owing: "70-24-422" 
Insert: "without providing a 14-day compliance period" 

27. Page 7, line 19. 
Following: line 18 
Insert: "(d) If a mobile home owner or tenant of the mobile home 

owner has been given two or more written notices of an 
alleged violation of a rule that would have a significant 
adverse impact on the mobile home park or its residents 
within a 12-month period and it is shown that the mobile 
home owner or tenant of the mobile home owner has violated 
the rule, a written notice is not required for the next 6 
months for a subsequent violation of any rule that would 
have a significant adverse impact on the mobile home park or 
its residents and the rental agreement may be terminated as 
provided in 70-24-422 without providing a 14-day compliance 
period. Only one notice a month may be given." 

28. Page 8, line 18 through page 9, line 15. 
strike: line 18, page 8 through line 15, page 9, in the entirety 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

29. Page 9, lines 17 and 19. 
strike: "sections" 
Insert: "section" 
strike: "and 3" 
Strike: "are" on line 17 
Insert: "is" 
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INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE K:.ADAS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: -AN ACT ESTABLISHING FIVE 

EXCLUSIVE GROUNDS FOR LANDLORDS' TERIAIUATION OF RENTAL 

AGREEMEliTS WITH TENANTS WHO OWN MOBILE HOMES AND 

RENT SPACE In J:~!OBILE HOI.,iE PARKS; A:ttIE1'fDING SECTION" 70-24-

103,. 1¥ICA; 

WHEREAS, Montana residents currently face a housing crisis 

that includes a lack of affordable housing and a lack of available 

mobile home park spaces; 

WHEREAS, mobile homes are not -mobile- \!{itnout 

substantial moving costs and the poten.tial for substantial 

damage to the mobile homes; 

WHEREAS, under 70-24-441, MeA, landlords of mobile 

home parks may without supplving a reason evict tenants who 

rent spac€' 1n ·mobH9 ·home parks; 

WHEREAS, if evicted unjustlv. mobile home owners who 

rent space in mobile nome parkS are often forced to sell their 

mobile homes at a ftaction of their costs and within an 

unreasonable amount of time (thirty days pursuant to 70-24-

441, MeA) in order to complv with the eviction. 

THEREFORE
L 

the Legislature of the State of Montana finds it 

necessary to define justifiable and reasonable grounds on which 

landlords may evict mobile home owners who rent space in 

mobile home parks. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

Section 1. [NO CHANGES to general definitions] 

Section 2. Mobile Home Parks --- Grounds for Termination of 

Ren tal Agreement. 

( 1) A landlord of a mobile home park may terminate a 

rental agreement only by following the procedure set 

forth in 70-24-422 and only for one or more of the 

following reasons: 

(a) non-payment of late rent or late charges. as set 

forth in subsection (2); 

, (b) violation of a park rule as set forth in subsection 

(c) disorderly conduct on the- mobile home park 

premises that results in the disruption of the rights of 

others to the peaceful enjoyment and use of the 

premises~ endangers otht.-r residents or park 

personnel l or causes substantial damage to the park 

premises; 

(d) conviction of the mobile home owner or tenant of 

the mobile home owner of a violation upon the 

park premises of a federal or state law~ or local 

ordinance, when the violation is detrimental to 

the health. safety. or welf~re of other residents 

or th~ l~ndlord of t.h~ mobile hom~ D~rk or t.h~ 
-- - - - --- -- - - - - - - -- &' - • -- - -

landlord's docnmentation. by a preponderance of 

the evidence of a violation of a felony controlled 
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substance offense; 

EXHI8r:-_---l\=3~ __ 
:JA"'rL d.-\f) _~~) __ 

-.Ji\? d-tiS 

(t;:) cb.anges in the use of the land if the requiremt;:nts 

of subsection (4) are mt;:L 

(2) fa) A mobile home owner or a tenant of a mobile 

home owner who fails to pay the overdue rent 

and late charges within 15 days of receiving 

notice of nonpayment of rent. as provided in 70-

24-422. is sHhjt;:ct to t~rmination procedures as 

provided in 70-24-422. 

(b) A Landlord of a mobile home park may 

terminate the rental agreement of a tt;:nant who 

has received more than two written notices ". 

of late rent payments within a 12 month period 

in accordance with this subsection: 

(0 Only one late rent notice per month is 

included when calculating the total of late 

notices within a 12 month period. 

(ii) Additional charges for late rent payment 

mllst be reasonable and mllst be paid as 

provided in subsection (2) (a) unless the 

landlord ~nd tenant ~gree otherwise. 

(iii) A payment is attributed first to delinquent 

rent payments l then to current rent payments 

and last to fees l charges~ or late fees. 

(c) On the date a tenant receives a second 

late rent payment notice within a 12-month 
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period, he is placed on six months probation. If 

the tenant pays rent late at any time during the 

probationary period, the landlord may terminate 

the rental agreement and the provisions of 

subsection (3) (hI requiring a compliance period 

do not applv. 

(3) (a) A landlord of a mobile home park may terminate 

the rental agreement of a tenant T-rlho has violated 

a park rule or regulation only if: 

(0 the rule is not unreasonable; 

(ii) the rule was adopted in accordance with 70-

24-3il,and 

(iii) All rules. including new rules, must be 

written and given to all mobile home park. 

residents who reside in the mobile home park 

and to all new residents upon arrivaL 

(b) Notification of and compHance T,&lith rule 

violations must follow procedures pursuant to 70-

24-422. 

(c) If a mobile home owner or tenant of the mobile 

home owner who has complied with the il11e after 

receipt of a 14-day notice required in subsection 

(3) (b) has been given a written notice of an 

alleged violation of the same rule on two or more 

occasions within a 12 month period, written 

notice is not required for a SUbsequent violation 
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of the same rule and termination of the rental 

agre€'ment may proceed under the guidelines of 

70-24-422. Only one notice per month may be 

given. 

111 If a mobile home owner or ten;:.lnt of the mohHe 

home owner has been given a written notice of an 

alleged violation of a rule that wouln have a 

significant adverse impact on the mobile home 

park or its residents on two or more occasions 

within a 12 month period and it is shown that the 

mobile home owner or tenant of the mobile home 

owner h;:.ls violated the rule, a written notice is 

not required for the next six months for a 

subsequent violation of any rule that would have 

a significant adverse impact on the mobile home 

park or its residents and the rental agreement 

rnav be terminated as provided in 70-24-422 

without prov1ding a 14 dav compliance period. 

Only one notice per month may be giv~n. 

(4) If a landlord plans to change the use of all or part of 

the land composing the mobile home park from mobile 

home lot rentals to some other use .. each affected 

mobile home owner must receive notice from the 

lan<Jlord as follows: 

(a) The landlord shall give the mobile home o\ltner at 

least 15 days' written notice that th~ landlord will be 
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appearing Detore a unit of local government to request 

permits for a change of use of the mobile home park. 

(b) After all required permits requesting a change of 

use have been approved by the unit of local 

government, the landlord shall give the mobile home 

owner and a tenant of the mobile home owner 6 

months' written notice of termination of tenancy. If 

the change of use does not require local governmen t 

permits, the landlord shall give the written notice at 

least 6 months prior to the cl1ange of use. In the 

. notice~ the landlord shall disclose and describe in 

detail the nature of the change of us€'. 

(c) Prior to entering a rental agreement during the six­

month notice period :referred to in subsection (4) (bt 

the landlord shall give each prospective mobile home 

owner and tenant of the mobile home owner written 

notice that the landlord is requesting a change in use 

before a unit of local government or that a change in 

use has been ~'pproved. 

Section 4. (NO CHANGES to codification) 

S~~tion 5. (NO CHANGES to ~oordinat.:ion instrll~tions) 

-end-
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Amendments to House Bill No. 321 
First Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative Dowell 
For the Committee on Business and Economic Development 

Prepared by Paul Verdon 
February 14, 1993 

1. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: ";" on line '7 
strike: remainder of line 7 through "i" on line 8 

2. Title, line 9. 
strike: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

3. Page 4, line 5. 
Following: "longer" 
Insert: "or shorter" 

4. Page 4, line 7. 
strike: "chooses" 
Insert: "and the landlord agree," 

5. Page 4, line 11. 
strike: "7" 
Insert: "3" 

6. Page 4, lines 13 through 18. 
strike: subsection (3) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sUbsections 

7. Page 4, lines 21 and 22. 
Following: "are" on line 21 
strike: remainder of line 21 and line 22 through "unreasonable" 
Insert: "reasonable" 

8. Page 4, line 25. 
strike: "At" 
Insert: "Unless the mobile home owner or tenant and the mobile 

home park operator agree to a longer or shorter period, at" 

{Amendment No. 8 does not appear in the amendment sheet 
submitted Feb. 11 but that language does appear in the 
text of the new draft submitted the same day} 

9. Page 5, line 6. 
strike: "(5)" 
Insert: "(4)" 

10. Page 5, line 7. 
strike: "If" 
Insert: "Unless the mobile home owner or tenant and the mobile 

home park operator agree to a longer or shorter period, if" 
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11. Page 5, lines 12 through 22. 
strike: subsection (c) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sUbsection 

12. Page 6, line 2 through page 7, line 1. 
Following: It ... on line 2, page 6 
strike: remainder of line 2, page 6 through page 7, line 1 in 

their entirety 
Renumber: subsequent section 

13. Page 7, lines 4 through 9. 
Following: "." 
strike: remainder of line 4 through line 9 in its entirety 

14. Page 7, lines 14 and 15. 
strike: section 4 in its entirety. 
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EXHJBJt -! 0 t 

DATE Q -//]- q~. 
HB sBc:Q / , 

PROPOSED FINAL DRAFT FOR HB #321: 
[SPONSORED BY REP, DOWELL 1 lAS II NOY WOULD READ) 

2/11/93 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING 

MINIMUM TERMS FOR RENTAL AGREEMENTS IN MOBILE HOME 

PARKS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR TERMINATING RENTAL 

AGREEMENTS AND CHANGING TERMS IN AGREEMENTS; 

AMENDING SECTION 70-24-103. MCA;" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIlE ST ATE OF 

MONTANA: 

Section 1. [NO CHANGES TO GENERAL DEFINITIONS) 

Section 2. Mobile home parks--minimum terms for rental 

agreements. (1) A rental agreement for a mobile home space 

must be offered for a minimum term of one year although a 

longer or shorter period may be mutually agreed upon by both 

the landlord and tenant. If the tenant and landlord choose. a 

month-to-month tenancy may be maintained. 

(2) A tenant who executes a rental agreement offered 

pursuant to this section may cancel the agreement by notifying 

the landlord in writing within .1 days of execution of the rental 

agreement according to current laws. 

(3) During the first rental term. the landlord may propose 

any rental amount the landlord chooses. including rental 

increases. as long as the amounts or methods of determining the 

increases are reasonable. and are binding on the landlord for the 

ter m of the rental agree ment. 
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(4) (a) At the expiration of the rental agreement~ the 

agreement must be automatically renewed for a minimum term 

of 1 year although a longer or shorter period may be mutually 

agreed upon by both the mobile home owner or tenant and the 

park operator. with the same terms as the previous rental 

agreement, unless the tenant notifies the landlord at least 30 

days prior to the agreement's termination of an intent to move 

or unless the mobile home park operator seeks to change the 

terms of the agreement pursuant to this subsection (4). 

(b) If the landlord wishes to change a rental 

agreement, 2 months prior to its expiration. the landlor~, shall 

offer the tenant a renewal rental agreement with a term of at 

least 1 year, although a longer or shorter oeriod may be 

mutually agreed upon by both the mobile home owner or tenant 

and the park operator. and with the proposed rental amount and 

any fee or other lease changes for that term. 

(~J A tenant with an existing rental agreement not in 

compliance with this section must, as soon as practical, be 

offered a I-year rental agreement that complies with this 

section, effective on the ter mination of the existing rental 

agreement. 

(5.1 If the landlord decreases any services that the 

landlord agreed to provide in the rental agreement, the landlord 

shall reduce the rental amount accordingly. 

Section 3. (NO CHANGES TO CODIFICATION INSTRUCTIONS] 

-End-
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Amendments to House Bill No. 422 
First Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative Larson 
For the Committee on Business and Economic Development 

Prepared by Paul Verdon 
February 14, 1993 

1. Title, lines 6 through 8. 
strike: lines 6 and 7 in their entirety through "CIRCUMSTANCES" 

on line 8 

2. Page 4, line 9. 
Following: "arbitration" 
Insert: "and mediation" 

3. Page 4, lines 13 and 14. 
Strike: ", unfair, or unconscionable" 

4. Page 4, line 21, through page 5, line 1. 
Following: "(d)" on page 4, line 21 
strike: remainder of line 21 through "section" on page 5, line 1 
InS?ert: "rules must be written and given to all mobile home park 

residents who reside in the mobile home park and, upon 
arrival, to all new residents" 

5. Page 5, line 4. 
Strike: "without the approval of" 
Insert: "only after consultation with" 

6. Page 5, line 4, through page 6, line 11. 
Following: "." on line 4, pag~ 5 
strike: remainder of line 4 and line 5 through page 6, line 11 in 

their entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sUbsection 

7. Page 6, lines 19 and 20. 
strike: line 19 in its entirety and line 20 through "." 

{Amendment No. 7 is not shown on the amendment sheet 
submitted Feb. ~~ by Jim Parker, but the language 
stricken here is not in the revised draft that Mr. 
Parker provided on Feb. ~~ to accompany the requested 
amendments} 

8. Page 7, line 19. 
strike: "(a)" 

9. Page 7, line 24, through page 8, line 8. 
Strike: sUbsection (b) in its entirety 

10. Page 8, lines 18 through 22. 
Following: "condition" on line 18 

1 HB042202.APV 



strike: remainder of line 18 through "park" on line 22 

11. Page 8, line 24, through page 9, line 19. 
Following: "necessary" on line 24, page 8 
strike: remainder of line 24 and through "reached" on line 19, 

page 9 

{Amendments No. 10 and 11 differ from the language on 
the amendments sheet submitted by Mr. Parker on Feb. 
11, but they conform to the text of the revised draft 
that accompanied the amendments sheet.} 
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PROPOSED FINAL DRAFT FOR HB 422: 
[SPONSORED BY REP, LARSON) [Z/II/93) 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING 

ST ANDARDS FOR ADOPTION OF RULES GOVERNING MOBILE HOME 

PARKS: AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF MOBILE HOME PARK 

RESIDENT ASSOCIATIONS; SETTING FORTH THE MAINTENANCE 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MOBILE HOME PARK OPERATORS: 

AMENDING SECTION 70-24-103. MCA," 

Section t. [DEPINITIONS-NO CHANGES) 

Section 2. Mobile Home Parks---Park rules 

(1) A mobile home park operator may adopt a rule 

concerning the rental occupancy of a mobile home space and the 

use of common areas and facilities in accordance with 70-24-311 

and the following: 

(a) No rule may be unreasonable. 

(b) Any rule that does not apply uniformly to all 

mobile home residents of a similar class creates a rebuttable 

presumption. as defined in 70-24-431. that the rule or change in 

rule is unfair. 

(c) the rule has been approved as provided in 

subsectIon (2); 

(d) all rules. including new rules. must be written and 

given to all mobile home park residents whQ reside in the 

mobile home park. and to aU new residents upon arrival. 

(2) If a resident association exists for a park. then no 

change in a rule may be implemented without the consultation 
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of the organization. 

(.1) Each common area facility must be open or available 

to residents at all reasonable hours. and the hours of a common 

recreational facility must be posted at the facility. 

Section 3. (I) The membership of a resident association may 

elect officers of the association at a meeting at which a majority 

of the members are present. All residents may attend meetings. ---..&trr the mobile home park operator and the operator's employees 

may Jl.Q.&. be members.alld and- maynet sUeud meetings unless 

speeifieally illv ited to a llarticulsF part of the meetiftg. ~ 

offieer or- member of fl (esident association is not personally 

fiBilflcially respoflsible for the acts or omissions oH-he 

as-sociatio8 or other officers Of' me mbers of the associat-ian. 

(2) [no changes] 

(3) A mobile home park operator may not harass or 

threaten any resident association or engage in unfair or 

deceptive conduct to inhibit or interfere with the creation or 

operation of an association. 

(4) (a) The mobile home park operator shall permit 

meetings by a resident association or residents relating to 

mobile home living or social or educational purposes. including 

forums for or speeches by public officials or candidates for 

public office. 

Section 4. (1) In a rental agreement the mobile home park 

operator is considered to covenant and warrant that the space 

and its associated facilities are habitable. 
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(2) In addition to the obligations imposed by 70-24-

303, the mobile home park operator shall: 

(a) maintain roads within the mobile home park in a safe 

condition. 

(b) maintain the premises and regrade them when 

necessary. 

(3) If a mobile home park operator fails to comply 

with this section, the resident may recover damages for the 

breach pursuant to 70-24-406 or make the repairs pursuant to 

70-24~406. 

- end -
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Amendments to House Bill No. 82 
First Reading Copy 

EXHIBIt ~/ 
DATE c:2 ... Lt-)- 9$ 
HB Rc;;;L 

For the Committee on Business and Economic Development 

Requested by Representative Tuss 

1. Page 1, line 18. 
Following: "i" 
Insert: "and" 

Prepared by Paul Verdon 
February 15, 1993 

2. Page 1, lines 20 through 24 
Following: "education" on line 20 
strike: remainder of line 20 through "agency" on line 24 

3. Page 2, line 3. 
Following: "investigations" 
Insert: "of outfitters and guides that involve violations of this 

chapter or rules of the board" 

4. Page 2, line 4. 
strike: "other enforcement activities" 
Insert: "investigations of complaints" 

5. Page 2, line 6. 
strike: "enforcement," 

6. Page 2, line 7. 
strike: "and" 

7. Page 2, line 8. 
Following: line 7 
Insert: "(d) designing and offering programs of continuing 

education to promote and maintain professionalism within the 
outfitting and guiding industrYi and" 

Renumber: subsequent SUbsection 

8. Page 2, lines 8 and 9. 
strike: "and enforcement activities" 

9. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "other" 
Insert: "local," 
Following: "state" 
Insert: "," 
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Amendments to House Bill No. 82 
First Reading Copy 

For the Committee on Business and Economic Development 

Requested by Representative Tuss 

1. Page 1, line 18. 
Following: "i" 
Insert: "and" 

Prepared by Paul Verdon 
February 15, 1993 

2. Page 1, lines 20 through 24 
Following: "education" on line 20 
strike: remainder of line 20 through "agency" on line 24 

3. Page 2, line 3. 
Following: "investigations" 
Insert: "of outfitters and guides that involve violations of this 

chapter or rules of the board" 

4.,Page 2, line 4. 
strike: "other enforcement activities" 
Insert: "investigations of complaints" 

5. Page 2, line 6. 
strike: "enforcement," 

6. Page 2, lines 8 and 9. 
strike: "and enforcement activities" 

7. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "other" 
Insert: "local," 
Following: "state" 
Insert: "," 
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