
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
53rd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON FISH & GAME 

Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN FOSTER, on January 26, 1993, at 3:00 
p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Rep. Mike Foster, Chair (R) 
Rep. Chase Hibbard, Vice Chair (R) 
Rep. Bob Ream, Minority Vice Chair (D) 
Rep. Beverly Barnhart (D) 
Rep. Bob Clark (R) 
Rep. Fritz Daily (D) 
Rep. Jim Elliott (D) 
Rep. Duane Grimes (R) 
Rep. Marian Hanson (R) 
Rep. Dick Knox (R) 
Rep. Bea McCarthy (D) 
Rep. Brad Molnar (R) 
Rep. Scott Orr (R) 
Rep. Bill Ryan (D) 
Rep. Emily Swanson (D) 
Rep. Doug Wagner (R) 

Members Excused: None. 

Members Absent: None. 

Staff Present: Doug Sternberg, Legislative Council 
Mary Riitano, Committee Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Committee Business Summary: 
Hearing: HB 251 

Executive Action: HB 123, HB 251 

Announcements: 
Ms. Kim Enkerud, Natural Resources Coordinator for the Montana 
Stockgrowers Association stated many people live in and visit 
Montana each year. Video from Montana Stockgrowers Association 
was shown regarding efforts made by cattlemen to improve the 
environment in Montana. 
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HEARING ON HB 251 

Opening Statement by Sponsor: 
REP. ROBERT PAVLOVICH, House District 70, Butte, stated he was 
unaware legislation was passed in 1991 that made it illegal to 
keep shed antlers. He stated the main substance of the bill is 
found on page 3, line 6, which states, "the possession, 
transportation, sale, or purchase of naturally shed antlers or 
antlers with a skull or portion of a skull attached from a game 
animal that has not been unlawfully killed." REP. PAVLOVICH 
supports two amendments proposed by the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
Department. 

Proponents Testimony: 
Mr. Pat Graham, Director of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, stated 
Subsection (c) in HB 251 was added as part of a comprehensive 
agreement with wildlife statutes from last session. He 
distributed written testimony (EXHIBIT 1) . 

Mr. Wayne Lumberg, Montana Taxidermy Association, stat·ed all of 
his clients support HB 251, even those who are not hunters. It 
will not result in large monetary gains for taxidermists. 
Antlers and skulls are used in jewelry and for decoration. 
Artwork done by Indians has been displayed on the skulls. In 
discussion with other states' Fish and Game Departments, Mr. 
Lumberg found that other states allow people to collect winter 
killed or predator killed animals' antlers and skulls. In 
Colorado, people are allowed to collect road killed animals' 
antlers and skulls. Other states' laws are vague. Mr. Lumberg 
felt a law that made it illegal to collect and possess antlers 
and skulls will not aid in stopping poaching. He urged passing 
HB 251. 

Mr. Richard Gensch, Vice-President of the Montana Taxidermy 
Association, said that HB 251 will aid the Department in stopping 
poaching. Game wardens are thinly dispersed throughout the state 
and the Department occasionally relies on private citizens to 
turn in poachers. He stated a person may poach a deer and later 
come to collect the antlers. Under current law, if the person is 
caught, he could be convicted of a lesser crime of possessing 
antlers. Mr. Gensch stated poachers must be caught in the act of 
poaching. Proving innocence of poaching should not rest on a 
citizen of Montana that has found a winter kill with skull and 
antlers attached. 

Mr. Steve Rhodes, President of the Montana Taxidermy Association, 
displayed examples of winter killed animal's skull and antlers. 
He distributed written testimony (EXHIBIT 2) . 

Mr. Tony Schoonen, Butte Skyline Sportsmen Club, declared the 
organization's support of HB 251. 

Mr. Jim Richard, Montana Wildlife Federation, declared the 
Federation's support of HB 251 and the Department's amendments. 
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Mr. Dale Burk, The Hunter's Alliance, stated he found the 
majority of people did not agree with the old law. The AII.iance 
joins the Department in habitat enhancement and in the 
establishment, protection, and enforcement of wildlife laws. Mr. 
Burk felt the passage of the old bill was by oversight rather 
than careful study. He supports the revision of the law and the 
Department's proposed amendments. 

Mr. L. F. Thomas, Anaconda Sportsmen Club, declared the Club's 
support of HE 251. 

Mr. Tom Hardesty, Atchesoc Taxidermy, declared his support of HE 
251 because of his concern that even a child could be criminally 
convicted for something as simple as finding and keeping skulls 
and antlers. 

Mr. Mike Kelly, Sportsman presented a list of over 900 signatures 
from around the state in support of HE 251 (EXHIBIT 3) . 

Mr. Chris Basham, Montana Taxidermy Association, declared support 
of HE 251. He inquired why the Department does not want 
accidentally killed animals listed in the bill. 

Opponents Testimony: None. 

Informational Testimony: None. 

Questions From Committee Members and ReSDonses: 
CHAIRMAN MIKE FOSTER said that Mr. Doug Sternberg has explained 
the language "that has not been unlawfully killed" is a legal 
definition. CHAIRMAN FOSTER asked Mr. Graham if he was correct 
in his understanding that if an animal is run over, the rack 
cannot be removed. Mr. Graham said yes. CHAIRMAN FOSTER stated 
recently a herd of antelope was hit by a train. He asked Mr. 
Graham if he was correct that the same rules would apply to this 
situation. Mr. Graham said yes. CHAIRMAN FOSTER asked for the 
rationale of this. Mr. Graham referred the question to Mr. Irv 
Kent, Law Enforcement Division. Mr. Kent replied natural cause 
would include predatory kill or natural winter kill and the 
assumption can be made that a human did not kill the animal. One 
concern of people picking animals up off the highway is that the 
people are not properly equipped with safety devices. Animals 
collected by the department are donated to schools, museums, or 
institutions of learning. They are used for research and 
educational purposes. 

Closing by Sponsor: 
REP. PAVLOVICH thanked the people who testified in support of HB 
251 and closed. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 251 

Motion: REP. MARION HANSON MOVED HB 251 DO PASS. 
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Motion: REP. ROBERT CLARK MOVED THE FIRST PROPOSED AMENDMENT DO 
PASS. 

Discussion: REP. JIM ELLIOTT stated if the animal has not died 
accidentally, then the animal must have died of natural causes. 
It was REP. ELLIOTT's opinion that the second amendment did not 
make the bill more effective. 

Motion: REP. CLARK WITHDREW MOTION OF PASSING PROPOSED FIRST 
AMENDMENT. 

Motion: REP. EMILY SWANSON MOVED BOTH AMENDMENTS DO PASS. 

Discussion: 
REP. CLARK asked Mr. Kent what reference 87-3-110 on page 3, line 
5 allows. Mr. Sternberg said it was an exception for 
registration of certain grizzly bears. 

REP. SWANSON asked Mr. Kent if the reason collecting antlers from 
accidentally killed game is not allowed is because it is a 
question of legal possession. Mr. Kent said yes. The animal has 
not been killed unlawfully; however, the person does not have a 
legal right to possess it. REP. SWANSON commented if the 
amendments are not accepted and people are allowed to pick up 
accidentally killed animal's skulls and antlers, there. could be a 
risk of litigation. . 

Vote: AMENDMENTS TO HB 251 DO PASS. Motion carried 15 to 2 with 
Reps. Clark and Wagner voting no. 

Vote: HB 251 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion carried unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 123 

Motion: REP. CLARK MOVED HB 123 DO PASS. 

Discussion: 
CHAIRMAN FOSTER stated there were amendments provided by the REP. 
JOHNSON, the sponsor of HE 123, and by Ms. Janet Ellis, Montana 
Audubon. 

Mr. Sternberg explained the first three amendments proposed by 
REP. JOHNSON expand the section of Yellowstone River which can be 
used for paddlefish roe donations. Amendments four through six 
specify the Intake fishing access site to be the only place 
paddlefish can be cleaned and roe donated to the program. 
Amendments seven through eleven revise the percentage split from 
50/50 to 60/40 with the Department receiving 40% of the proceeds. 
Amendment twelve clarifies that the nonprofit organization's 
administrative costs will be paid from its share of the proceeds. 
Amendment thirteen strikes Subsection (e) entirely. The 
termination date was eliminated from Section 2. 
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REP. BRAD MOLNAR asked if the Department wanted to maintain the 
50/50 split rather than change it to 60/40. CHAIRMAN FOSTER said 
that the proposed 60/40 split is an agreement between the 
nonprofit corporation and the Department. Mr. Graham confirmed 
the chairman', s statement. 

MOTION: REP. HANSON MOVED THE AMENDMENTS DO PASS. 

MOTION: REP. ELLIOTT MOVED TO SEGREGATE AMENDMENTS 7 AND 10. 

REP. SWANSON said that the net effect of the 60/40 split will be 
decreased revenue for the Department. However, the nonprofit 
corporation is obligated to reimburse the Department for 
administrative costs. Mr. Graham stated if the Department's 
share is less than approximately $110,000, the nonprofit 
corporation will have to subsidize the Department's share of the 
proceeds in order to fully cover administrative costs. A reserve 
account has been created to cover the occasions where the 
Department would receive less money from the nonprofit 
organization. REP. SWANSON asked Mr. Graham if the 50/50 or 
60/40 split is a more dependable arrangement. Mr. Graham said 
it's difficult to analyze. The 60/40 split "will keep the 
Department whole." However, in years where the profits are low, 
the 50/50 split would be better. 

REP. BOB REAM asked Mr. Graham if the profits and the number of 
paddlefish caught will be greater since the fishing area will be 
expanded. Mr. Graham referred the question to Mr. Peterman. Mr. 
Peterman responded saying that the area will be expanded to 
Glendive. There is a railroad bridge which crosses there, and 
the constriction in the river causes the fish to stay. When 
there is high water, fish are able to get past the Intake 
diversion. 

REP. REAM asked Mr. Peterman if the state funds were used for 
Dingell-Johnson grants. Mr. Peterman said no. They are used for 
the research program, enforcement program, and other improvement 
projects at the Intake fishing access site. 

REP. ELLIOTT expressed his concern that three years was not 
enough time to collect data regarding changing the split. He 
felt that it may not be easy in the future to reverse the change 
in the percentage split. He said that he would like to see the 
50/50 split continue for a few years in order to collect more 
data. 

REP. CHASE HIBBARD asked Mr. Graham how the Department has spent 
its share of the proceeds. Mr. Graham replied the money has been 
spent on contracted research, law enforcement, and cooperative 
projects improving the Intake fishing access area. Also, $5,000 
will be spent on the visitor center at Makoshika for educational 
purposes. REP. HIBBARD inquired if the Department can account 
for the money on a yearly basis. Mr. Graham gave the following 
list of expenditures: domestic water well Intake fishing access 
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site - $8,980; boat ramp extension Intake fishing access site 
$1,595; research contract - $12,802; septic tank installation 
Intake fishing access site - $3,231; research contract - $13,872; 
research contract - $8,466; research contract - $25,759; and 
Makoshika State Park Paddlefish display - $5,000. REP. HIBBARD 
asked if the expenditures were over a three year period. Mr. 
Graham said during the first couple of years the department did 
not receive income from the program. It used money from the 
general license account to fund law enforcement and other 
activities. Two other expenses the Department funds are the 
biologist that works at the Intake site and the ongoing census 
work. REP. HIBBARD asked if the research programs were for the 
paddlefish. Mr. Graham said yes. 

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Graham that if there are wardens already 
working in the area, why is there additional cost in law 
enforcement. Mr. Graham replied that additional enforcement has 
been hired to help stop the illegal harvesting that is taking 
place and provide adequate coverage for the program. REP. CLARK 
asked Mr. Graham if the additional law enforcement was 
beneficial. Mr. Graham said it has helped. People can see that 
extra officers are on duty. REP. CLARK asked how many wardens 
were in the Intake area. Mr. Graham said two. REP. CLARK 
inquired if the wardens worked additional time. Mr. Graham said 
yes. The Department is considering contracting with the local 
law enforcement. REP. CLARK felt that since the wardens were 
already there, the money should be directed towards paddlefish 
research. Mr. Graham said more intensive enforcement is 
supplied. 

REP. MOLNAR asked Mr. Graham about an $8,000 contract. Mr. 
Graham replied that the contract is with the University of Idaho 
and is a joint 5-year research project with North Dakota. REP. 
MOLNAR asked if the research could have been completed in-house. 
Mr. Graham said that the basic monitoring program could have. 
However, it is more cost effective to have students completing 
the survey and research work. Biologists have been hired to 
monitor the census. 

REP. DOUG WAGNER asked Mr. Graham if all of the money received 
from the paddlefish program has been spent. Mr. Graham said that 
not all funds have been spent. Some funds have been set aside in 
a reserve account. 

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Peterman how much money from the Dingell­
Johnson (DJ) fund are being used in the paddlefish program. Mr. 
Peterman replied he did not have the figures with him. DJ funds 
have been used in completing a paddlefish census since 1972. 
Nine months of study on the paddlefish spawning habits and on 
young paddlefish are done on the Missouri River and three months 
of study are done at the Intake fishing access site. REP. CLARK 
inquired if there is research being completed at Slippery Ann. 
Mr. Peterman said a census has been completed every four or five 
years at Slippery Ann. The Department is getting ready to 
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complete a census and gather harvest information at Slippery Ann 
every year. The Department is working on a program that studies 
the concentration of paddlefish at Fort Peck. 

REP. REAM supports the motion to segregate amendments seven and 
ten. He stated the emphasis should remain on the research of 
paddlefish. Because of illegal intrastate trade, there may be 
need for undercover work. CHAIRMAN FOSTER commented the 60/40 
split would be a better choice because the Department will be 
made whole for its expenses. 

REP. HANSON agreed with the Chairman. The Department has worked 
out the agreement with the nonprofit organization. 

REP. MOLNAR inquired if the agreement has been written out so 
that the nonprofit corporation cannot renege or modify the 
agreement. Mr. Graham replied no force of law is behind the 
agreement. REP. JOHNSON, sponsor of the bill, replied that in 
the three years the program has existed, memorandums of 
understanding have been drawn between the Department and the 
nonprofit organization. The agreements have been upheld by both 
sides. 

R&P. BEVERLY BARNHART asked REP. JOHNSON if greater profit margin 
was the motivation for the nonprofit corporation to request the 
60/40 split. REP. JOHNSON replied the 60/40 split in a good year 
will benefit both parties. The nonprofit corporation is 
obligated to make the Department whole for its expenses. 

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE TO SEGREGATE THE 7TH AND 10TH AMENDMENTS. 
Motion was defeated 8 to 8. 

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS IN THEIR ENTIRETY. Motion 
passed 11 to 5. 

MOTION: REP. SWANSON MOVED to add an amendment on page 6, line 
11, "and terminates June 30, 1997." 

DISCUSSION: 
REP. DUANE GRIMES asked Mr. Graham how much authority does the 
Department have in regard to limiting licenses or closing the 
project due to paddlefish endangerment. Mr. Graham replied more 
restrictive measures have been implemented. At the beginning, 
two paddlefish per day was the limit. It is now two per season 
per person, and each must be tagged. The joint project with 
North Dakota will ascertain the impact harvesting the paddlefish 
has had on its population. REP. GRIMES asked when it changed 
from a two per day to two per season limit. Mr. Graham said 
between 1982 and 1983. 

REP. DICK KNOX inquired if the research indicates the population 
is in danger, does the Department have the authority to further 
limit the catch or terminate paddlefishing. Mr. Graham said that 
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the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Commission has that authority to 
limit the catch and to terminate the program. 

CHAIRMAN FOSTER commented that one item the nonprofit corporation 
found important was the ability to sign a ten-year contract to be 
able to obtain a good price for the roe. He felt the sunset, if 
any at all, should be a ten-year sunset. It will give the 
legislature another look at the project, and the corporation will 
accomplish the revenue enhancement it seeks. 

REP. GRIMES said that he would support that idea. In his 
discussion with the corporation's accountant, he said with a ten 
year sunset a better contract could be negotiated. A ten year 
sunset, however, would not allow the corporation time to market 
the caviar itself. He felt a ten year sunset would provide a 
better contract for the corporation but would not provide 
unlimited opportunities for marketing the caviar themselves. 

CHAIRMAN FOSTER asked REP. JOHNSON to respond to the ten year 
sunset issue. REP. JOHNSON said an unlimited time would be 
ideal. However, with a 10 to 12 year sunset period, a long-term 
contract could be negotiated. 

REP. SWANSON withdrew her motion of sunset date June 30, 1997. 

MOTION: REP. SWANSON MOVED TO EXTEND THE SUNSET DATE TO JUNE 30, 
2003. 

DISCUSSION: 
REP. CLARK stated that as long as the Department has the 
authority to close the paddlefish program and the contract has 
provisions for this, he felt no sunset date is needed. 

REP. SWANSON remarked the main argument for having a sunset is 
that there is momentum that builds .as the program grows. The 
corporation would invest a great deal of capital in starting the 
marketing of the caviar themselves. If the program is terminated 
at this point, a lot of money would be lost. More observation 
of the program could be completed with the 10 year sunset. 

REP. WILLIAM RYAN stated the paddlefish are stable, and the 
corporation and the community are doing well with the current 
program. He, therefore, supports the four year sunset. 

REP. KNOX asserted his concern for the paddlefish and supports 
the ten year sunset. 

REP. MOLNAR stated that he was largely concerned about the 
depletion of the paddlefish and supported the four year sunset. 

REP. HIBBARD felt that the 10 year sunset is reasonable. It 
would give the legislature a chance in the future to review the 
program and make adjustments, if any are necessary. 
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MOTION: REP. REAM MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION TO EXTEND THE SUNSET 
DATE TO JUNE 30, 1997. 

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Graham if the program lasts a longer period 
of time, will more research be accomplished by the Department. 
Mr. Graham replied money is provided for law enforcement and 
research. 

REP. WAGNER asked Mr. Peterman if any roe is collected for the 
continuation of the paddlefish species. Mr. Peterman said that 
none is collected at this particular area. Reproduction of the 
paddlefish is good as long as there is a healthy river system. 

REP. BARNHART asked Mr. Graham if the fishing can be shut down 
the year the paddlefish is endangered or would it be the year 
after. Mr. Graham said the Commission could take emergency 
action whenever the need arises. Mr. Sternberg said that under 
the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Commission's statutory authority. 
The discontinuation of selling tags could occur anytime. It 
would effectively close the program because only lawfully tagged 
paddlefish can be used to donate roe. 

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE ON SUBSTITUTE MOTION. Motion was defeated 7 
to 9. 

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE ON MOTION FOR SUNSET DATE JUNE 30, 2003. 
Motion was passed 15 to 1. 

MOTION: REP. HANSON MOVED HB 123 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion 
passed with Reps. Barnhart, Ream, Elliott, and McCarthy voting 
no. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment: 5:05 p.m. 

I REP. MIKE FOSTER, Chair 

,;,MARY RIITANO, Secretary 

ML/MR 
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Mr. Speaker: 
House Bill 123 

We, the committee on Fish and Game report that 
(first reading copy -- white) do nass as amended 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 5. 
Strike: "REMOVING" 
Insert: "REVISING" 

2. Title, line 7. 
Following: "PROGRAM" 
Insert: "BY SPECIFYING A LONGER SECTION OF. THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER" 

3. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: R7 R on line 7 
Strike: "ESTABLISHING A RESERVE FUND TO COVER PROGRAM COSTS;" 

4. Title, lines 8 and 9. 
Strike: "MAKING THE PROGRA..TI.1 PER~NENT BY REMOVING" 
Insert: "EXTENDING" 

5. Page 2, line 19. 
Following: "Gle"aive" 
Insert: "from the Yellowstone River between the burlington 

northern railroad bridge at Glendive to the confluence of 
Cottonwood Creek and the Yellowstone River" 

6. Page 2, line 25. 
Following: "paddlefish" 
Insert: "may be" 

7. Page 3, line 1. 
Following: "~" 
Insert: "only to the Intake fishing access site" 
Following: "for" 
Strike: "cleaning or" 

Committee Vote: 

/ 



8. Page 3, line 2. 
Following: "program" 
Insert: "and" 

9. Page 3, line 20. 
Strike: "Twenty-five" 
Insert: "Forty" 

10. Page 3, line 22. 
Strike: "and" 

January 27, 1993 
Page 2 of 2 

11. ?age 3, line 23 through page 4, line 1. 
Strike: "in" on line 23 through "(3) (e)" on line 1 

12~ Page 4, line 4. 
Following: "access," 
Insert: "administration," 

13. Page 4, line 9. 
Strike: "The" 
Following: "~n 
Strike: "remaining 75%" 
Insert: "Sixty percent" 

14. Page 4, line 11. 
Strike: "and" 

15. Page 4, lines 12 through 14. 
Strike: "in" on line 12 through "(3) (e)" on line 14 

~. ~ 46. Page 4. line 16 
Following: "caviar." 
Insert: "The nonprofit organization's administrative costs must 

be paid from its share of the proceeds." 

17. Page 4, line 25 through page 5, line 4. 
Strike: subsection (e) in its entirety 

18. Page 6, line 10. 
Following: "~ermiftaeieR" 
Insert: "-- termination" 

19. Page 6, line 11. 
Following: "~" 
Insert: ", and terminates June 30, 2003" 

/ 
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Mr. Speaker: l"1e, the committee on Fish and Game report that 
House Bill 251 (first reading copy -- white) do pass as amended 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "ANIl1AL" 
Insert: "THAT HAS DIED FROM NATURAL CAUSES AND" 

2. Title, line 7. 
Following: "UNLA\,WULLY" 
Insert: "OR ACCIDENTALLY" 

3. Page 3, line 8. 
Following: "animal" 
Insert: ~that has died from natural causes and" 

4. Page 3, line 9. 
Following: "unlawfully" 
Insert: "or accidentally" 

CQmm:t ttee Vote: , , 
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HB 251 
January 26, 1993 

EXHIBIT 1_ 
DATE i /:26/93 
HB 4 51 

Testimony presented by Pat Graham, Dept. of Fish, wildlife & Parks 
before the House Fish & Game committee 

HB 251 would amend section 87-3-111 to allow the possession, 

transportation, sale, or purchase of antlers and attached skulls 

from game animals that have not been unlawfully killed. 

The Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks has the responsibility 

to protect and manage the wildlife resource of Montana. In part, 

that responsibility is to enforce game laws to protect our wildlife 

resource. During the course of covert investigations conducted in 

1991, the department confirmed that individuals were illegally 

killing trophy game animals, leaving them in the field, and picking 

up the heads later, claiming they were winterkills. 

The department requested legislation during the 1991 session to 

address this illegal practice. This resulted in an amendment to 

87-3-111 limiting lawful possession of pick up antlers to only 

naturally shed antlers. The purpose of this legislation was 

directed to illegal violators, and was not intended to restrict the 

opportunities of honest, well-intentioned persons from picking up 

naturally shed antlers. The department needs the support of all 

sportsmen, landowners, and other outdoor enthusiasts toward 

legislation that helps to reduce the illegal killing of big game 

animals. 



The department is proposing language that offers a compromise to 

allow lawful possession of attached skulls and antlers from animals 

that have died from natural causes, yet still prohibits possession 

where the game animal was illegally killed, or where the game 

animal was killed by a motor vehicle. 

We propose amending sub section (2) (c) to read "or the antlers with 

a skull or portion of a skull attached from a game animal that has 

died from natural causes, that has not been unlawfully or 

accidently killed." 

with this amendment, the department supports HB 251. 



1. 

2. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HE 251 
FIRST (WHITE) COpy 

Page 3, line 8. 
Following: "animal" 
Insert: "that has died from natural causes and" 

Page 3, line 9. 
Following: "unlawfully" 
Insert: "or accidently" 

["f.t;,.~;t I 
1-2.6'- 13 
J+ e 1->1 



02/ -EXHIBIT . ~7 
DATE..E ~J /~i2&~;ti_3 __ 

HB~SI THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITI'EE 

. When the snow melts this spring, Montanans will return to the outdoors 
to hike, fish, and hunt. In their wanderings they will find some antlsEed 
souvenirs of their hikes. It is a natural htimlan habit to pick up and save 
both shed antlers and the racks of winter-kiltled deer and elk. We have 
been saving them for decades. Some are stored in the barn, some are used for 
decorations , others are sold for pocket money , and the best are restored into 
beautiful mounts and works of art. The people should be able to' contlimue to 
pick up, possess,and use these "finders-keepers". House Bill 251 would 
restore 'common sense to this present unacceptable ban. There is nothing 
wrong with picking up,saving,and using these natural finds. Let~s not let 
them rot. 

The present ban on this resource was done without any public meetings or 
notice to the people affected. The economic impact is direct, real, and 
especially hits taxidermists and artists throughout Montana who restore these 
natural finds inoo value-added worKS of art. The dallar amount of these 
restorations varies from..:$§Ot6 $700 per mount. The money goes directl¥dat 
paying bills and purchases in small towns allover the State. The actual 
doibibar amounts vary from business to business , but over time it amounts to 
a large sum. Saving, restoring and mounting these naturally found deer and 
elk antlers is the best possible use of that resource. Lets not let them rot. 

House Bill 251 is a good common sense correction by the people of 
an unacceptable and bad law. A majority of Montanans support this correction. 
Our customers and communities fill up petition sheets in supporlt at a rapid 
pace. Every person you talk to would like to be able to pick up and keep 
these natural finds. HB251 is the right thing to do. 

The Montana Taxidermists Association respectfully asks this committee 
to help pass HB251 and restore the ring of common sense, support our Montana 
Taxidermists_~··_-J;)usinesses, and fulfill the wishes of the people. 

Eve.~ person should think of what you would do if you found a winter­
killed deer or elk rack this spring. Lets not let3Git rot. 

Thankyou~ 

Steve RPodes, Pres. 
Montana Taxiderm~sts Assoc. 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
... up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
, Montana to change the law so that ~ citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or ,predator 

i. kills. ::::- 17p~?t3 . 
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We do not support the current law in Montrna which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
I 

up antlers with skulls att;:~;r:.:d 1'-::;[(' winter kills or predator kills. 'P ~"-"fore, we r:upport the effort in I 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up ~~( a at ,-\ '" dter or predator 

kills. ,'},t+ I 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or.predator 
kills. 
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\Ve do not suppnIT the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls' 'attac,hed from winter kills or preaator icins. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
killsCcp 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens ~t~ntana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills . 
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.. We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

. up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

~ontana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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I 'M h' h d th ., M tf (J 2.:;/ We do not support the current aw In ontana w IC oes not allow e CIUzens of ontana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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ill We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

~Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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,. We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 



,- We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana-:lay pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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We do not support the current taw in Montana which does not allow the citizens of NIontan'to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 11-
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We do not support the currenT law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of MontanaIJ pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montan'to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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I 
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montan'to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in I 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montanall> pick 

I up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

ADDRESS SIGNATYRE 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montanal> pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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!~ We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana tlpick-' 
~p antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

~~ ;fontana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

itills. 
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'. 'Vie do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montanafl pic~ 'I 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or pred~tor I 
kills. 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

~up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

~ kills. 
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III 

I 

ill 

ADDRESS 

Ri~::;, ~..v 3//0 /, /iI/IJi?57J/!/ __ ~'"f}fi4::.~~~~:::::::.--

£tq,1Jcr= wy(-4 J, i·W' ·'k).1l~~~..eq:l~~~~~-

¥J , 2s= £,,:¥ Y I ~l ''-
/ 3S G-cC'c(Lcyn ~7 Ifc( /0·d i ~e d --A,¥.i.~~~~~~=fs1.~ 

z/a c;- Al C!-b. ;L~ Inl ~~~~~~~f;;;;;::.;2. 
~). j- k ~L "(.,t'o/'hez N. >£(~/<'n'......r-- -



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

ADDRESS 
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,<, we do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

lauP antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

ikills. 
II 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

ADDRESS, 

G4\(£01 J)e.lf l)e.r;;;-

Signature of Petition Collector 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens ofMontan~~i~ick 
up antlers with skulls att4ched from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may piRk up s~ch an~~ of ~~~ator 

kill . 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens ~f Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 
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/~;o &{,Ktk1 e'! - j,f')L t± 

623 LA»cJbvl ffz IJti4 

Signature of Petition COllector~.LI &""""( - 12c~.r J C-~ >v4 
~. / 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

ADDRESS IGNATURE \ 

13C' x t'O!} ; v it/4-7TCJ.U '/t.~,(-'~:- / 
----~~~~~----~=---

~-G-L/kC~ 

Signature of Petition Collector 
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, .' . H ~ 25/ 
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

I. Up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

i.kills. 

• 

ADDRESS ~ 

£8 ~2~ 
If/! 6::; f3ct 40 S'I 
/ie),,& K 25.2 
1?,1j, EAy !9L 
v • , .... ~ t;z.L ~ 

~ ~b ___ Ii 7lv!.5'/<::i~ 
&<~' ~ 

?,'d</l;t5pv ~-/­

[,'1< i'r Jf4 0 . mr f foc 11 
/ ( >:) r4z fY1:,r C71l t; 7 

6UI4JQ"J}"aJ 111'1, :L7d<Jl 
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j I 'v / O~C/(/O-"""- ('-7 /- _ s'-r.::: </ ? 

jlSo'(.--C'<---.-., ?L T .57-t-/< 
I -

/-( Vi ;.,....) ) I-oJ .- . IA.-t ,- .;".:.(.: '7 7 
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\ I V I /1'-; S I () "1. lei/I I . 

I' 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 

ADDRESS 
r: /I', 

@1x aJ (X"Q.?V 
~, 

P"'K.-'/ .<.,,) .... ;'4 c'}c-:'vSc .... 1( 

f61./S Itci.:/~!V(;t:,~ I)-ue 
I 

rJ(~}(:-;:rJ ... '- \ I' Y+'rl • ..l 

/). '(r / - A/chore/ rC/f/5ct) Signature of Petition Collecto'ry...::::...:;..:£..:.:..;.........L.-A~~ ___ L<::...-____ ...::::... __ --.....: ______ _ 

/ 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

C) 

l 
/ / 

;ignature of Petition Collector ----;:.:...---1...~--4<=:=....---+-~--___\_-----------



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

B~LL 7:Tc...II£LL 

_____ ~- ' i ..-

I Itt"/" (" 50 ~ b ~i.J/V c:: ~ If Jtl ., 

60 x \ 5)/ (1J" If $buf!t I'l1 ~0~~~"'::"""C{Lf,..:Sj~;;e&s.~2:::::~_ 

7 r £efT &,..,A" d/ 
/70/ .she/"t!.-...:;coo/~ 

1t.t'5"~4)t (AJ2;)r~:~ 

5' ? 0 s= ,PA-Bt3n:'T /Y7~L/1 
Z45, AJ< ~S; /!/S!..?-~~~--'7"-_ 
,Itfcoi! tct:-' Ir #2 &/k1 
; 70 / -54!:! / (,<..? 0 0 cI 
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£yl,;b,'+- J 
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- It (} 2.>1 
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to· pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

.' 
9/() 4 C/'!fc e.-k. AA, PkM --+=-->.I.~~~ ____ _ 

(,~ ~b po, &x 72 l1A;,vs 

j-'/J o $0( 707 /'/cc'Tl~ 

?!J4//vS 

~~'--
!'AtJ-,-,(otlc. TUI17rl 

Sfgnature of Petition Collector _____________________ _ 
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Ly..n ip,'·.,... ? 
1-1..(-13 
HB 2.)1 

We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

PRII'lI NAME ADDRESS 
I........ :A ( 

UI:(1, I r <(!.oh N/4-VIrR.fSo 
C i 

pvX 72-?- B~~ !d~;,'Z I'll f, 

m w ">Q':;:r s".\g. S""=s. 

Signature of Petition Collector _________________________ _ 



~ 
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

Do (.\.c 

I ,.,' 
,. 

Signature of Petition Collector _.,.--_____ ....:.:.. -fJ...:""""'=,, _____ '-=O<:/)"""-"'''''''\ .. ,,,,,,,,/c,..=c.,",::-,; -:--_________ _ 
r 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

ADDRESS 

21 2 L V-I-,/tJfttE 
/ 

SIGNATURE 

ignature of Petition Collector ________________________ _ 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

1J2Ik1T NAME ADDRESS 

'i3?t 3? Bas;n My 

(Btdi97 8w~,.0lf.~~~~~­
~ DX({t-lJtts; bJ M f 

, 
! 

1) 
Signature of Petition Collector ____________________ _ 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

~ up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
II 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
lila 

lQfl 

lot; 

... ----------------------

----------------------

• 
gnature of Petition Collector 

• 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

ADDRESS 

39s-KcPwr£) ~-KR,C. 

Signature of Petition Collector 

--



cx",,'b,"f J 
1-2.6-17 

We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Mon&la~g ~ick 
iii up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

• kills . 
~( 

NAME ADDRESS 

• 
( 

SI iv ... (,1 $1,;) II' 
, 

.{t .d....L-- ")7 ·~:{C<:7 - 7/ c._<~_ 

h ,1JA t; (; -/ j LLLi(!/L.; 
i 

-·)f/V':'·- \+"1" I r I 1_;, 
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We do not support the current law in Montana ''''hich (ioes not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 

ADDRESS 

tid!- qSt CvLYe~ 

Signature of Petition Collector 



6",4: b; + ?, 
J-2b-'(J 

HT d th l' M h' h'd all th .. fM /+8 J...r/. vve 0 not support e current aw In ontanli. w IC oes not ow e CltlZens 0 ont.ana to pIck 

~JP antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

Lolls. 

NAME 

.. ToPD M~! HE.sotA 

... :Edil4eO H. \d"v:rr:e. S 

~: ;£! (lnk. ~ J. /~'I4k 7 

L> !.<J,wvv1f,V;J-- I~f), 
_ 0 1,/ 

\ . \' \ 
:<. \\._\ \-':;\\L'J 

I. ~ ~lrvJ (jC~(L 

r. S\a1> ~Ni± 

ADDRESS 

? 0. 13;,[)(w;rr 
; 

? .. ,.~ Ie 1 
.3 



We do not support the current law in Montana ~vhich does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

MICI-tA,:e.L- CLcGhE5Sv! 
1 

, 10m \<'t.t(zenhnu$~r 

Signature of Petition Collector 

ADDRESS 

Po 00i /OZZ-/diP-DtP 
PuO. \)ox \] 
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eO~bo,'I L.j 71 Gelrz/t'brc 
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'Ve do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in .. 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
iI 

NAME 

I ~~'-L S'4-'<"I.-Cc H 

5 rere U:mIi4/'1 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 

ADDRESS 

4 6 Y;2, tk Wf-!:')< 1 J fk I? 6 II' 
. I 

11 O=( tt.2 1. a la 

SIGNA1;URE 

@lI1LSC1.1 /0 La ) 
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}Pj 1;)/orJeu Avt' ~b/~ - _____ _ 

£! I /1(!n /z..". t . 
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Signature o{Petition Collector .1fl'V'V 7·· ,. (.. (."l-L f V 
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UT th I' M h' h d all th .. H & 2.. 5' / yye do not support e current aw III ontana w IC oes not ow e CltIzens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

• Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
I '-.,. r ,. 

Signature of Petition Collector 

) 
"''-'l 

4 3r (J 

\"\~ 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of ~'lontana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 

) 
/7 N 0 ADDRESS 12 SIGNATUR~ 

',{(:~'{ , I \"\ Q.Lo"v... \C) 2-1 t.\J. \)1 ~'lV\\J~i\ '\?oru;: I C~O L, r ~I\ONA t+\\~ 
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Signature of Petition Collector 
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1-2-6-17 

We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Monclifa16'pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 



We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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J-2-6-q? 

l1T d th I' M h' hd all th " 1+£1)'2..5/ vve 0 not support e current aw III ontana w IC oes not ow e cItIzens of Montana to pick 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 

,'/' , 
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 
kills. 
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1-2.6 -rn He 
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 2:>1 

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in 

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator 

kills. 
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;ignature ofPeririon Collector ~ ~~ 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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COMMITTEE BILL NO. 

SPONSOR (S) ________________ _ 
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