MINUTES

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
53rd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE ON FISH & GAME

Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN FOSTER, on January 26, 1993, at 3:00
p.m.

ROLL_CALL

Members Present:
Rep. Mike Foster, Chair (R)
Rep. Chase Hibbard, Vice Chair (R)
Rep. Bob Ream, Minority Vice Chair (D)
Rep. Beverly Barnhart (D)
Rep. Bob Clark (R)
Rep. Fritz Daily (D)
Rep. Jim Elliott (D)
Rep. Duane Grimes (R)
Rep. Marian Hanson (R)
Rep. Dick Knox (R)
Rep. Bea McCarthy (D)
Rep. Brad Molnar (R)
Rep. Scott Orr (R)
Rep. Bill Ryan (D)
Rep. Emily Swanson (D)
Rep. Doug Wagner (R)

Members Excused: None.
Members Absent: None.

Staff Present: Doug Sternberg, Legislative Council
Mary Riitano, Committee Secretary

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and
discussion are paraphrased and condensed.

Committee Business Summary:
Hearing: HB 251
Executive Action: HB 123, HB 251

Announcements:

Ms. Kim Enkerud, Natural Resources Coordinator for the Montana
Stockgrowers Association stated many people live in and visit
Montana each year. Video from Montana Stockgrowers Association
was shown regarding efforts made by cattlemen to improve the
environment in Montana.
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HEARING ON HB 251

Opening Statement by Sponsor:

REP. ROBERT PAVLOVICH, House District 70, Butte, stated he was
unaware legislation was passed in 1991 that made it illegal to
keep shed antlers. He stated the main substance of the bill is
found on page 3, line 6, which states, "the possession,
transportation, sale, or purchase of naturally shed antlers or
antlers with a skull or portion of a skull attached from a game
animal that has not been unlawfully killed." REP. PAVLOVICH
supports two amendments proposed by the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Department.

Proponents Testimony:

Mr. Pat Graham, Director of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, stated
Subsection (c¢) in HB 251 was added as part of a comprehensive
agreement with wildlife statutes from last session. He
distributed written testimony (EXHIBIT 1).

Mr. Wayne Lumberg, Montana Taxidermy Association, stated all of
his clients support HB 251, even those who are not hunters. It
will not result in large monetary gains for taxidermists.
Antlers and skulls are used in jewelry and for decoration.
Artwork done by Indians has been displayed on the skulls. In
discussion with other states’ Fish and Game Departments, Mr.
Lumberg found that other states allow people to collect winter
killed or predator killed animals’ antlers and skulls. In
Colorado, people are allowed to collect road killed animals’
antlers and skulls. Other states’ laws are vague. Mr. Lumberg
felt a law that made it illegal to collect .and possess antlers
and skulls will not aid in stopping poaching. He urged passing
HB 251.

Mr. Richard Gensch, Vice-President of the Montana Taxidermy
Association, said that HB 251 will aid the Department in stopping
poaching. Game wardens are thinly dispersed throughout the state
and the Department occasionally relies on private citizens to
turn in poachers. He stated a person may poach a deer and later
come to collect the antlers. Under current law, if the person is
caught, he could be convicted of a lesser crime of possessing
antlers. Mr. Gensch stated poachers must be caught in the act of
poaching. Proving innocence of poaching should not rest on a
citizen of Montana that has found a winter kill with skull and
antlers attached.

Mr. Steve Rhodes, President of the Montana Taxidermy Association,
displayed examples of winter killed animal’s skull and antlers.
He distributed written testimony (EXHIBIT 2).

Mr. Tony Schoonen, Butte Skyline Sportsmen Club, declared the
organization’s support of HB 251.

Mr. Jim Richard, Montana Wildlife Federation, declared the
Federation’s support of HB 251 and the Department’s amendments.
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Mr. Dale Burk, The Hunter’s Alliance, stated he found the
majority of people did not agree with the old law. The Alliance
joins the Department in habitat enhancement and in the
establishment, protection, and enforcement of wildlife laws. Mr.
Burk felt the passage of the o0ld bill was by oversight rather
than careful study. He supports the revision of the law and the
Department’s proposed amendments.

Mr. L. F. Thomas, Anaconda Sportsmen Club, declared the Club’s
support of HB 251.

Mr. Tom Hardesty, Atchesoc Taxidermy, declared his support of HB
251 because of his concern that even a child could be criminally
convicted for something as simple as finding and keeping skulls
and antlers.

Mr. Mike Kelly, Sportsman presented a list of over 900 signatures
from around the state in support of HB 251 (EXHIBIT 3).

Mr. Chris Basham, Montana Taxidermy Association, declared support
of HB 251. He inquired why the Department does not want
accidentally killed animals listed in the bill.

Opponents Testimony: None.

Informational Testimony: None.

Questions From Committee Members and Responses:

CHAIRMAN MIKE FOSTER said that Mr. Doug Stermberg has explained
the language "that has not been unlawfully killed" is a legal
definition. CHAIRMAN FOSTER asked Mr. Graham if he was correct
in his understanding that 1f an animal is run over, the rack
cannot be removed. Mr. Graham said yes. CHAIRMAN FOSTER stated
recently a herd of antelope was hit by a train. He asked Mr.
Graham if he was correct that the same rules would apply to this
situation. Mr. Graham said yes. CHAIRMAN FOSTER asked for the
rationale of this. Mr. Graham referred the question to Mr. Irv
Kent, Law Enforcement Division. Mr. Kent replied natural cause
would include predatory kill or natural winter kill and the
assumption can be made that a human did not kill the animal. One
concern of people picking animals up off the highway is that the
people are not properly equipped with safety devices. Animals
collected by the department are donated to schools, museums, or
institutions of learning. They are used for research and
educational purposes.

Closing by Sponsor:
REP. PAVLOVICH thanked the people who testified in support of HB
251 and closed.

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 251

Motion: REP. MARION HANSON MCVED HB 251 DO PASS.
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Motion: REP. ROBERT CLARK MOVED THE FIRST PROPOSED AMENDMENT DO
PASS.

Discussion: REP. JIM ELLIOTT stated if the animal has not died
accidentally, then the animal must have died of natural causes.
It was REP. ELLIOTT's opinion that the second amendment did not
make the bill more effective.

Motion: REP. CLARK WITHDREW MOTION OF PASSING PROPOSED FIRST
AMENDMENT .

Motion: REP. EMILY SWANSON MOVED BOTH AMENDMENTS DO PASS.

Discussion:

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Kent what reference 87-3-110 on page 3, line
5 allows. Mr. Stermberg said it was an exception for
registration of certain grizzly bears.

REP. SWANSON asked Mr. Kent if the reason collecting antlers from
accidentally killed game is not allowed is because it is a
question of legal possession. Mr. Kent said yes. The animal has
not been killed unlawfully; however, the person does not have a
legal right to possess it. REP. SWANSON commented if the
amendments are not accepted and people are allowed to pick up
accidentally killed animal’s skulls and antlers, there could be a
risk of litigation. '

Vote: AMENDMENTS TO HB 251 DO PASS. Motion carried 15 to 2 with
Reps. Clark and Wagner voting no.

Vote: HB 251 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 123

Motion: REP. CLARK MOVED HB 123 DO PASS.

Discussion:

CHAIRMAN FOSTER stated there were amendments provided by the REP.
JOHNSON, the sponsor of HB 123, and by Ms. Janet Ellis, Montana
Audubon.

Mr. Sternberg explained the first three amendments proposed by
REP. JOHNSON expand the section of Yellowstone River which can be
used for paddlefish roe donations. Amendments four through six
specify the Intake fishing access site to be the only place
paddlefish can be cleaned and roe donated to the program.
Amendments seven through eleven revise the percentage split from
50/50 to 60/40 with the Department receiving 40% of the proceeds.
Amendment twelve clarifies that the nonprofit organization’s
administrative costs will be paid from its share of the proceeds.
Amendment thirteen strikes Subsection (e) entirely. The
termination date was eliminated from Section 2.
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REP. BRAD MOLNAR asked if the Department wanted to maintain the
50/50 split rather than change it to 60/40. CHAIRMAN FOSTER said
that the proposed 60/40 split is an agreement between the
nonprofit corporation and the Department. Mr. Graham confirmed
the chairman’s statement.

MOTION: REP. HANSON MOVED THE AMENDMENTS DO PASS.
MOTION: REP. ELLIOTT MOVED TO SEGREGATE AMENDMENTS 7 AND 10.

REP. SWANSON said that the net effect of the 60/40 split will be
decreased revenue for the Department. However, the nonprofit
corporation is obligated to reimburse the Department for
administrative costs. Mr. Graham stated if the Department’s
share is less than approximately $110,000, the nonprofit
corporation will have to subsidize the Department’s share of the
proceeds in order to fully cover administrative costs. A reserve
account has been created to cover the occasions where the
Department would receive less money from the nonprofit
organization. REP. SWANSON asked Mr. Graham if the 50/50 or
60/40 split is a more dependable arrangement. Mr. Graham said
it’s difficult to analyze. The 60/40 split "will keep the
Department whole." However, in years where the profits are low,
the 50/50 split would be better.

REP. BOB REAM asked Mr. Graham if the profits and the number of
paddlefish caught will be greater since the fishing area will be
expanded. Mr. Graham referred the question to Mr. Peterman. Mr.
Peterman responded saying that the area will be expanded to
Glendive. There is a railrocad bridge which crosses there, and
the constriction in the river causes the fish to stay. When
there is high water, fish are able to get past the Intake
diversion.

REP. REAM asked Mr. Peterman if the state funds were used for
Dingell-Johnson grants. Mr. Peterman said no. They are used for
the research program, enforcement program, and other improvement
projects at the Intake fishing access site.

REP. ELLIOTT expressed his concern that three years was not
enough time to collect data regarding changing the split. He
felt that it may not be easy in the future to reverse the change
in the percentage split. He said that he would like to see the
50/50 split continue for a few years in order to collect more
data.

REP. CHASE HIBBARD asked Mr. Graham how the Department has spent
its share of the proceeds. Mr. Graham replied the money has been
spent on contracted research, law enforcement, and cooperative
projects improving the Intake fishing access area. Also, $5,000
will be spent on the visitor center at Makoshika for educational
purposes. REP, HIBBARD inquired if the Department can account
for the money on a yearly basis. Mr. Graham gave the following
list of expenditures: domestic water well Intake fishing access
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site - $8,980; boat ramp extension Intake fishing access site
$1,595; research contract - $12,802; septic tank installation
Intake fishing access site - $3,231; research contract - $13,872;
research contract - $8,466; research contract - $25,759; and
Makoshika State Park Paddlefish display - $5,000. REP. HIBBARD
asked if the expenditures were over a three year period. Mr.
Graham said during the first couple of years the department did
not receive income from the program. It used money from the
general license account to fund law enforcement and other
activities. Two other expenses the Department funds are the
biologist that works at the Intake site and the ongoing census
work. REP. HIBBARD asked if the research programs were for the
paddlefish. Mr. Graham said yes.

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Graham that if there are wardens already
working in the area, why is there additional cost in law
enforcement. Mr. Graham replied that additional enforcement has
been hired to help stop the illegal harvesting that is taking
place and provide adequate coverage for the program. REP. CLARK
asked Mr. Graham if the additional law enforcement was
beneficial. Mr. Graham said it has helped. People can see that
extra officers are on duty. REP. CLARK asked how many wardens
were in the Intake area. Mr. Graham said two. REP. CLARK
inquired if the wardens worked additional time. Mr. Graham said
yes. The Department is considering contracting with the local
law enforcement. REP. CLARK felt that since the wardens were
already there, the money should be directed towards paddlefish
research. Mr. Graham said more intensive enforcement is
supplied.

REP. MOLNAR asked Mr. Graham about an $8,000 contract. Mr.
Graham replied that the contract is with the University of Idaho
and is a joint 5-year research project with North Dakota. REP.
MOLNAR asked if the research could have been completed in-house.
Mr. Graham said that the basic monitoring program could have.
However, it is more cost effective to have students completing
the survey and research work . Biologists have been hired to
monitor the census.

REP. DOUG WAGNER asked Mr. Graham if all of the money received
from the paddlefish program has been spent. Mr. Graham said that
not all funds have been spent. Some funds have been set aside in
a reserve account.

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Peterman how much money from the Dingell-
Johnson (DJ) fund are being used in the paddlefish program. Mr.
Peterman replied he did not have the figures with him. DJ funds
have been used in completing a paddlefish census since 1972.
Nine months of study on the paddlefish spawning habits and on
young paddlefish are done on the Missouri River and three months
of study are done at the Intake fishing access site. REP. CLARK
inquired if there is research being completed at Slippery Ann.
Mr. Peterman said a census has been completed every four or five
years at Slippery Ann. The Department is getting ready to
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complete a census and gather harvest information at Slippery Ann
every year. The Department is working on a program that studies
the concentration of paddlefish at Fort Peck.

REP. REAM supports the motion to segregate amendments seven and
ten. He stated the emphasis should remain on the research of
paddlefish. Because of illegal intrastate trade, there may be
need for undercover work. CHAIRMAN FOSTER commented the 60/40
split would be a better choice because the Department will be
made whole for its expenses.

REP. HANSON agreed with the Chairman. The Department has worked
out the agreement with the nonprofit organization.

REP. MOLNAR inquired if the agreement has been written out so
that the nonprofit corporation cannot renege or modify the
agreement. Mr. Graham replied no force of law is behind the
agreement. REP., JOHNSON, sponsor of the bill, replied that in
the three years the program has existed, memorandums of
understanding have been drawn between the Department and the
nonprofit organization. The agreements have been upheld by both
sides.

REP. BEVERLY BARNHART asked REP. JOHNSON if greater profit margin
was the motivation for the nonprofit corporation to reguest the
60/40 split. REP. JOHNSON replied the 60/40 split in a good year
will benefit both parties. The nonprofit corporation is
obligated to make the Department whole for its expenses.

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE TO SEGREGATE THE 7TH AND 10TH AMENDMENTS.
Motion was defeated 8 to 8.

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS IN THEIR ENTIRETY. Motion
passed 11 to 5.

MOTION: REP. SWANSON MOVED to add an amendment on page 6, line
11, "and terminates June 30, 1997."

DISCUSSION:

REP. DUANE GRIMES asked Mr. Graham how much authority does the
Department have in regard to limiting licenses or closing the
project due to paddlefish endangerment. Mr. Graham replied more
restrictive measures have been implemented. At the beginning,
two paddlefish per day was the limit. It is now two per season
per person, and each must be tagged. The joint project with
North Dakota will ascertain the impact harvesting the paddlefish
has had on its population. REP. GRIMES asked when it changed
from a two per day to two per season limit. Mr. Graham said

between 1982 and 1983.

REP. DICK KNOX inquired if the research indicates the population
is in danger, does the Department have the authority to further
limit the catch or terminate paddlefishing. Mr. Graham said that
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the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Commission has that authority to
limit the catch and to terminate the program.

CHAIRMAN FOSTER commented that one item the nonprofit corporation
found important was the ability to sign a ten-year contract to be
able to obtain a good price for the roe. He felt the sunset, if
any at all, should be a ten-year sunset. It will give the
legislature another look at the project, and the corporation will
accomplish the revenue enhancement it seeks.

REP. GRIMES said that he would support that idea. 1In his
discussion with the corporation’s accountant, he said with a ten
year sunset a better contract could be negotiated. A ten year
sunset, however, would not allow the corporation time to market
the caviar itself. He felt a ten year sunset would provide a
better contract for the corporation but would not provide
unlimited opportunities for marketing the caviar themselves.

CHAIRMAN FOSTER asked REP. JOHNSON to respond to the ten year
sunset issue. REP. JOHNSON said an unlimited time would be
ideal. However, with a 10 to 12 year sunset period, a long-term
contract could be negotiated.

REP. SWANSON withdrew her motion of sunset date June 30, 1997.

MOTION: REP. SWANSON MOVED TO EXTEND THE SUNSET DATE\TO JUNE 30,
2003.

DISCUSSION:

REP. CLARK stated that as long as the Department has the
authority to close the paddlefish program and the contract has
provisions for this, he felt no sunset date is needed.

REP. SWANSON remarked the main argument for having a sunset is
that there is momentum that builds as the program grows. The
corporation would invest a great deal of capital in starting the
marketing of the caviar themselves. If the program is terminated
at this point, a lot of money would be lost. More observation
of the program could be completed with the 10 year sunset.

REP. WILLIAM RYAN stated the paddlefish are stable, and the
corporation and the community are doing well with the current
program. He, therefore, supports the four year sunset.

REP. KNOX asserted his concern for the paddlefish and supports
the ten year sunset.

REP. MOLNAR stated that he was largely concerned about the
depletion of the paddlefish and supported the four year sunset.

REP. HIBBARD felt that the 10 year sunset is reasonable. It

would give the legislature a chance in the future to review the
program and make adjustments, if any are necessary.
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MOTION: REP. REAM MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION TO EXTEND THE SUNSET
DATE TO JUNE 30, 1997.

REP. CLARK asked Mr. Graham if the program lasts a longer period
of time, will more research be accomplished by the Department.
Mr. Graham replied money is provided for law enforcement and
research.

REP. WAGNER asked Mr. Peterman if any roe is collected for the
continuation of the paddlefish species. Mr. Peterman said that
none is collected at this particular area. Reproduction of the
paddlefish is good as long as there is a healthy river system.

REP. BARNHART asked Mr. Graham if the fishing can be shut down
the year the paddlefish is endangered or would it be the year
after. Mr. Graham said the Commission could take emergency
action whenever the need arises. Mr. Sternberg said that under
the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Commission’s statutory authority.
The discontinuation of selling tags could occur anytime. It
would effectively close the program because only lawfully tagged
paddlefish can be used to donate roe.

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE ON SUBSTITUTE MOTION. Motion was defeated 7
to 9.

VOTE: ROLL CALL VOTE ON MOTION FOR SUNSET DATE JUNE 30, 2003.
Motion was passed 15 to 1.

MOTION: REP. HANSON MOVED HB 123 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion
passed with Reps. Barnhart, Ream, Elliott, and McCarthy voting
no.

ADJOQURNMENT

Adjournment: 5:05 p.m.

///5@ \ 77’//“/

{ REP. MIKE FOSTER, Chair

7777@«// FltilarS

MARY RIITANO, Secretary

ML /MR
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL 4 DATE / /‘7‘/ ? 3

NAME ' PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED

{
VICE-CHAIRMAN CHASE HIBBARD ; ‘

VICE-CHAIRMAN BOB REAM

- REP, BARNHART
REP. CLARK
REP. DAILY

REP. ELLIOT

REP. GRIMES
REP. HANSON
REP. KNOX
REP. MOCARTHY

REP. MOLNAR
REP. ORR

REP. RYAN
REP. SWANSON

REP. WAGNER
CHATRMAN MIKE FOSTER
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

January 27, 1993
Page 1 of 2

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Fish and Game report that
House Bill 123 (first reading copy -- white) do pass as amended

—
«’/

§

Signed: ‘ 14{25 (j

Mike Foster, Chair

And, that such amendments read:

1, Title, line 5.
Strike: "REMOVING®
Insert: "REVISING"

2, Title, line 7.
Pollowing: "PROGRAM"
Insert: "BY SPECIFYING A LONGER SECTION OF. THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER"

3. Title, lines 7 and 8.
Following: ";" on line 7
Strike: "ESTABLISHING A RESERVE FUND TO COVER PROGRAM COSTS;"

4, Title, lines 8 and 9.
Strike: ®™MAKING THE PROGRAM PERMANENT BY REMOVING"
Insert: "EXTENDING"

5. Page 2, line 19,

Following: "Glemdive"

Insert: "from the Yellowstone River between the burlington
northern railroad bridge at Glendive to the confluence of
Cottonwood Creek and the Yellowstone River"

6. Page 2, line 25,
Following: "paddlefish"
Insert: "may be”

7. Page 3, line 1.

Following: "site"

Insert: "onlv to the Intake fishing access site"”
Following: "for"

Strike: "cleaning or"

Committee Vote:
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8. Page 3, line 2,
Following: "program"
Insert: "and"

9. Page 3, line 20.
Strike: "Twenty-five"
Insert: "Forty"

10. Page 3, line 22.
Strike: "and"

11. Page 3, line 23 through page 4, line 1.
Strike: "in" on line 23 through "(3) (e)" on line 1

12, Page 4, line 4,
Pollowing: "access,"
Insert: "administration,"

13. Page 4, line 9,
Strike: "The" ’ -
Following: "het€" '

Strike: "remaining 75%"

Insert: "Sixty percent"

14, Page 4, line 11.
Strike: "and"

15. Page 4, lines 12 through 14.
Strike: "in" on line 12 through "(3) (e)" on line 14

d6. Page 4, line 16

Following: "caviar."”
Insert: "The nonprofit organization's administrative costs must
be paid from its share of the proceeds."

17. Page 4, line 25 through page 5, line 4.
Strike: subsection (e) in its entirety

18. Page 6, line 10.
Following: "terminasion"
Insert: "-- termination"”

19. Page 6, line 11,
Following: "3593"
Insert: ", and terminates June 30, 2003"
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Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Fish and Game report that

House Bill 251 (first reading copy -- white) do pass as amended
e / ’
Signed: v e A S

"Mike Foster, Thair

And, that such amendments read:

1. Title, line 6.
Following: "ANIMAL"
Insert: "THAT HAS DIED FROM NATURAL CAUSES AND"

2. Title, line 7.
Following: "UNLAWFULLY"
Insert: "OR ACCIDENTALLY"

3. Page 3, line 8.
Following: "animal"
Insert: "that has died from natural causes and"

4. Page 3, line 9.
Following: ™unlawfully"
Insert: "or accidentallv"

Committee Vote:
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EXHIBIT / -
DATE_L/ZG/93

BB, e

HB 251
January 26, 1993

Testimony presented by Pat Graham, Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
before the House Fish & Game Committee

HB 251 would amend Section 87-3-111 to allow the possession,
transportation, sale, or purchase of antlers and attached skulls

from game animals that have not been unlawfully killed.

The Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks has the responsibility
to protect and manage the wildlife resource of Montana. In part,
that responsibility is to enforce game laws to protect our wildlife
resource. During the course of covert investigations conducted in
1991, the department confirmed that individuals yere_illegally
killing trophy game animals, leaving them in the field, and picking

up the heads later, claiming they were winterkills.

The department requested legislation during the 1991 session to
address this illegal practice. This resulted in an amendment to
87-3-111 limiting lawful possession of pick ub antlers to only
naturally shed antlers. The purpose of this legislation was
directed to illegal violators, and was not intended to restrict the
opportunities of honest, well-intentioned persons from picking up
naturally shed antlers. The department needs the support of all
sportsmen, landowners, and other outdoor enthusiasts toward
legislation that helps to reduce the illegal killing of big game

animals.



The department is proposing language that offers a compromise to
allow lawful possession of attached skulls and antlers from animals
that have died from natural causes, yet still prohibits possession
where the game animal waslillegally killed, or where the game

animal was killed by a motor vehicle.

We propose amending sub section (2) (c) to read "or the antlers with
a skull or portion of a skull attached from a game animal that has
died from natural causes, that has not been unlawfully or

accidently killed."

With this amendment, the aepartment supports HB 251.
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PROPCSED AMENDMENT TO HB 251
FIRST (WHITE) COPY

Page 3, line 8.

Following: "animal™
Insert: "that has died from natural causes and"

Page 3, line 9.
Following: "unlawfully"
Insert: "or accidently"
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THE HONCRABLE CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE HB ’/—,2 {/ A

- When the snow melts this spring, Montanans will return to the outdoors
to hike, fish, and hunt. In their wanderings they will find some antlered
souvenirs of their hikes. It is a natural human habit to pick up and save
both shed antlers and the racks of winter-kikled deer and elk. We have
been saving them for decades. Some are stored in the barn, some are used for
decorations,others are sold for pocket money,and the best are restored into
beautiful mounts and works of art. The people should be able to continue to
pick up, possess,and use these "finders-keepers". House Bill 251 would
restore common semse to this present unacceptable ban. There is nothing
wrong with picking up,saving,and using these natural finds. Let!s not let
them rot.

The present ban on this resocurce was done without any public meetings or
notice to the people affected. The economic impact is direct, real, and
especially hits taxidermists and artists throughout Montana who restore these
natural finds into value-added works of art. The dellar amount of these
restorations varies from.$50 to $700 per mount. The money goes directlyaat
paying bills and purchases in small towns all over the State. The actual
doddar amounts vary from business to business , but over time it amounts to
a large sum. Saving, restoring and mounting these naturally found deer and
elk antlers is the best possible use of that resource. Lets not let them rot.

House Bill 251 is a good common sense correction by the people of
an unacceptable and bad law. A majority of Montanans support this correction.
Our customers and communities £ill up petition sheets in supposit at a rapid
pace. Every person you talk to would like to be able to pick up and keep
these natural finds. HB251 is the right thing to do.

The Montana Taxidermists Association respectfully asks this committee
to help pass HB251 and restore the ring of common sense, support our Montana
Taxidermists*:businesses, and fulfill the wishes of the people.

Every person should think of what you would do if you found a winter-
killed deer or elk rack this spring. Lets not lek:it rot.

Thankyou, B% &%3: Z

Steve Rhodes, Pres.
Montana Taxidermists Assoc.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attaziied o winter kills or predator kills. T? ~~=fore, we <upport the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up sur
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills. ‘
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls-attached from winter kills or preaator Zlls. Therefore, we support the effort in
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Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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- We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

JMontana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.

| f M\Z{E / /4%/ 2% DRESS %/ GNA Rf%éa/ ,
—— SOE S F‘ 52"

N R 4._/%%”,
S C 1% Sv 97 Lo Sdld 0

0 o L7 | Lol yp é’//wﬂ‘ /s 7/”?7 082 | Z;j / A D —
\‘&\{;\ ij{, LM\QQ@&M A4 S{é ¥ Lindie (A%
IS )., S U SIS 38K f%@% MY

"7{7[59%4///”/ /27\ S Bowyzo7 ,\ I

,Zz/é_//(cz/ﬁ S[S b Lo s, 's
a7 4

b2F L, v/t

3 NG A 0
T e
< ST <L om-
- 237 s0. 7t~
:, NAAR (LOHJVB £ 0. Doy Lf/(j'/‘% \ij . 2k
iy Y e
(Rl A5 Dkt E/W/%/é/

//\JJ/ 455%71/ - %757$Lf&ﬂ/g.4h C2e zg / ﬂ%ﬁ.
Mo Ao, Gx S5 - : AL

AR Koy 953 LTS p@w\ -
Mol Dk K001 o 50l o e L D
Y@, Keushe SIS W Pecle S NN sy

%Zﬂ/‘%mu B D IIK FYVE ié///gé/// Yz

Aot fom

i T T,

. . ’-« '/‘f""/f.':/“,f G - A £ owri j 23 /C/-. S "/)",,,,«/ﬁ—«.,d./lb
/ .

- Signature of Petition Collector

_ 35 ,,



" We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

_Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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* We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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- We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current faw in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montangto pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
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We do not support the currentlaw in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montanafi picl'c‘
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills. g,
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montangto plck
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills. -
27
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montangto piéi(
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills. ‘

ADDRESS SIG TURE
N Weewiors 70505, 10 AW,A%M N

JA?;MD /,///,//// Box 372 ZrJL&ap /44«) ﬂ/é ///-
D E AL Fro So *—Z,awyz @%&1\
M%@W Rey /263 L u«uvav'J Qg M/KWﬂ

%%ﬁv_ Box 3377 £+( Awmqﬁron L/ z 0
< PO Bog 555 z@,m,/M iwﬁ,@ 2%,
@//1 ardice (Z,//llf,/ 3l S 7/ /~/|/mc< Q.Zwu,luv /\W/ .
cﬁ—?xu\v\_ Aira )O oL U . \dt LNW?%Q Mﬁb\é—%’m Ciﬁ_/“d)j ﬁ
%mm [ Bo 55 pe i o~ St 0%/‘7(4“4%

. 235 Gellwree T f i Tingpvia .
J//]Afx‘\ /ﬁ}/ )i //7/'/7‘7,}/// // %

R

;’{(/”KL S Sy /4@( 89 /i /;w/}fﬂ%}» »,/i T A %
Az 2 Ber 522/ L /&W ﬁ
//mzw / %/M,dd /03 S W ST sruincsonni | Abrrnay 20
(e 7 7 QU2 fioct Brea? foA 3 Lovsty i P P Z? 7 /Zw/
— 4

Signature ¢ on Collector /ZV Oty % @%Eﬂ IQ/— 3Z »g?)( ;905‘

—

\ //’ ' . ’ /-J,.- //)1




v Lol

We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Mo};ltanaﬁ) plck
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montanafb picl.c'

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current Iaw in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana t#pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
" Aontana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montanafb picl? £
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator %
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
Jup antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

Jp antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills, Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to p{ck

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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v We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
~ up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

~ Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlsrs of Wlfyffrf ator
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Exhibit 3
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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" We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
wup antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

Kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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* We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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" We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to-pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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. . .. HB 25
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montan?a.+ tBo ;fék

ip antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.

ADDRESS SIGNATURE

\ - 20 Cigk ST A
%4; /728 é“///?/”/f/\D o :k;i-/
M\/&WM — _/ 825" /} nee foul &jﬁj/{%—é —
TEIT Zari i L2207

14

ignature of Petition Collector




We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in |
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montgna tg pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills. (
NAME ADDRESS SIGNATURE
STEVE Rwove S SIWEL STATL. M1 % '

%//47—/7&/4‘ € 74 Glp2r éé/ > ]
/O,o Lﬁ’_lﬁ/ fﬂ/(/,/ (7/,(,_/’/’/
k«\r\b'\'{Q \\é(d Ldakecloo \ake ‘

/7' IR 4974 ¥ Torber 7 /m%’§£//f

’/@ U Figee (et 74::’%% i, 2 P

%oe,/().c Leenlls 3 gQaiggim £ 4&5 /714&441

- 21l 0 e beclen B (kb W&
L LD [P AR s jé? yf:ﬂ%@z Ul e

j\?‘//'f/ J’ X /‘;Tl // -————g,y 44,. i /14 _ Linl 4 /‘\ o 1,4/

\/)}4/ e At Ao s Si/u v pStap  um s Aad ')r/ c'.g...;@,:}—'(,f;d
Crvcre iller Silver Stas T Chasitie Gillon
V=i TS DLCER STAR M L freo

Sl LR 1T R a0 CQQ 4 45 dato s g!_a_”

o A SAyey §Tlan mT
@)a, e kaagpg Silyor Star mr.

25: 4:,;:‘ .2;, z: Qﬂdg i /’/’/‘ /}éf ﬂ,)/‘ QL/(“:/% A)l/;i'f/&ﬁ

In L A L

2 el

Ny AH"L/\N!\/ M e CL&MQ//bU u/ Cntly Lo Ly v

’f\f_ﬁ}"{o(.?‘k T/mg\/ l fo g/’ A /7/) L;’m(,w( 4 V@&\
\I«-L/ 2 /I’ 7@)1&9#9 ‘ [oee L)'ASM, AA‘I/"‘ QLLLQJ G :? %

)LH M -}Q '“‘Jﬁ NIRAN E)\ LJ[LL /’ j ////* - '
S /‘r

l

_ ~ o .
Signature of Petition Collector ;\E_&QA Gzﬁﬂg@ Mﬂa % 5 @/&é :




We do not support the current law in Montana v hich does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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Exhibit+
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana t/o_;pick
Ei'Jp antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
 dlls.
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We do not support the current law in Montana vhich does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.

NAME ADDRESS SIGNATURE

pLoby . [ FoR N Lo Box R36 Lt 2] .
o Fer. SCHAENGAD £ POY. 1077 ARy m i dnao
\m_“\( R, Fod £O.R Box \] V 'ﬂ :
MicHael. JLOGHESSY — VO.T3R 428 CARDINGE -
“lom \(mrzen\nmxszr PoBox (U3 Gmw\ineu-
C/!rn‘s Lubiy, LDty 4/7 7 Gardiver Ao e, .
L Franais 2o pov XIE (candun @v P

‘Signature of Petition Collector M @éﬁ"\
/o~ AN VAN




Exhibt 3
: We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pllck
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

|
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in |
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator |
kills.
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g 25/

We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montan4 to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montﬁfrfajfé/pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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/~28- 45
B2
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of ’\/Iontan/a to p1ck

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick
up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in
Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator
kills.
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- 2543 o
We do not support the current law in Montana which does not allow the citizens of Montana to pick 2.5,

up antlers with skulls attached from winter kills or predator kills. Therefore, we support the effort in

Montana to change the law so that the citizens of Montana may pick up such antlers of winter or predator

kills.
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