
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
52nd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN BARRY STANG, on March 20, 1991, at 
3:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Barry "Spook" Stang, Chairman (D) 
Floyd "Bob" Gervais, Vice-Chairman (D) 
Ernest Bergsagel (R) 
Robert Clark (R) 
Jane OeBruycker (D) 
Alvin Ellis, Jr. (R) 
Gary Feland (R) 
Mike Foster (R) 
Patrick Galvin (D) 
Dick Knox (R) 
Don Larson (D) 
Scott McCulloch (D) 
Jim Madison (D) 
Linda Nelson (D) 
Don Steppler (D) 
Howard Toole (D) 
Rolph Tunby (R) 

Members Excused: Rep. Howard Toole 

staff Present: Valencia Lane, Legislative Council 
Claudia Johnson, Committee Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 575 

REP. MCCULLOCH informed the committee what had taken place in the 
sUbcommittee on HB 575. They met with the representatives of the 
country treasurers office, the Motor Vehicle Division, and the 
Department of Justice. They formed a gray bill which is 
recommended by the subcommittee for the regular committee to 
adopt, and to table HB 575. 

Motion: 
taken. 

REP. MCCULLOCH MOVED HB 575 BE TABLED. 
Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Voice vote was 
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EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HB 579 

Motion: REP. MCCULLOCH MOVED TO ADOPT GRAY BILL HB 579. 
replaces the original HB 579). EXHIBIT 1. 

(This 

Discussion: Peter Funk, Attorney General office, Department of 
Justice, said in general what the bill provides for is the full 
automation of all counties in the state. There are 13 counties 
that are fully automated at this time for the vehicle and title 
registration. The funding that is necessary to do this is the $1 
add-on registration fee in the bill. The gray bill reflects the 
continuation of the $1 fee beyond the 2 year biennium. It is a 
major change of the bill as drafted. The department has been 
adamant about this because of the duty to maintain the system 
once it is purchased. He said it is the department's feeling 
that the $1 fee for the biennium be used to purchase and begin 
the set-up of the.system, but allowed for no monies for continued 
maintenance or replacement of the system once it was in place. 
The $1 fee will be unending under this bill. Other issues of 
importance to the department is who controls the system. In the 
original bill as drafted there was a Computer User Committee, 
which the language actually reflected that the appropriation was 
issued to that committee and that committee made the granting 
decision to the local governments where the equipment would be 
placed. This has been changed for the committee to have the 
approval right over the purchase of the equipment and the 
procedures which the department will develop to carry the plan 
forward. But the language grants that were in there have been 
changed, and the appropriation has been changed to go directly to 
the department and not to the committee. Mr. Funk said it more 
accurately reflects the system, and provides the level of input 
and control that some of the other users would like, i.e., county 
treasurers. There is an advisory group that is also built into 
the bill, but it is advisory only in terms of their authority. 
The membership of the advisory committee has been greatly 
expanded beyond the representatives of the county treasurers and 
the Department of Justice to include other people such as; 
representative from the Department of Administration for computer 
expertise, Montana Banker's Association, Montana Automobile 
Dealer's Association, and Triple A. He said these are the 
essential changes in the bill. He said they have been looking at 
in terms of appropriation, at different plans; the outright 
purchase of, the lease purchase of, and other options. The 
appropriation language that is reflected in the bill now on page 
30, is based on a lease purchase plan for the computer equipment, 
so that the appropriation in the gray bill is fairly 
substantially reduced from the original fiscal note. The 
reasoning is to get the job done for less of an appropriation and 
create some excess for the general fund beyond the $1 fee. The 
bill does not mandate mail reregistration. This bill leaves the 
mail reregistration in the same position it is in now. There is 
language that is built in that mandates that the department 
provide some sort of planning to local county treasurers 
concerning automated handling of mail reregistration. The county 
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treasurers were concerned if the mail rere~istration wasn't 
automated that they would be overloaded. 

Cort Harrington, county Treasurer's Association, said they have 
worked long and hard with the Motor Vehicles Division and the 
Department of Justice to come up with a solution that meets the 
needs of the county treasurers and the Department of Justice. He 
said amendments have been drafted that are contained in the qrav 
bill. There are still technical flaws to the amendments that -
need to be corrected. A transposition in the figures that was 
placed in the appropriation should be $639,000 rather than 
693,000. The appropriation needs to be in a different place. He 
said that he and Peter Funk would be workirg with Ms. Lane to 
make additional amendments that aren't of 2ny real substance, but 
will make the bill work. 

REP. FELAND asked Mr. Harrington what the criginal disagreement 
was of the county treasurers with the othe~ bill and is it being 
addressed in this bill. Mr. Harrington sajj the principle 
disagreement involved the state assuming tte registering and 
reregistering of motor vehicles, this bill leaves that function 
to the counties. 

REP. FOSTER said he is surprised at the cortinuation of the $1 
fee increase. Why is it going to cost as BQch to operate and 
maintain as it is to buy the system. CHAIE~ STANG said it 
probably won't cost as much to operate and maintain, but the $1 
will be going into the state's general func, instead of the fund 
that buys the computers. He said when the legislators return for 
each session, the county treasurers will have to come in to ask 
for an appropriation from the state in order to do this. It may 
not cost as much as they expect, and Legislature will either 
lower the fee to $.50 or not give them anything. CHAIRMAN STANG 
said if they don't have the $1 fee, it will prevent the 
department and the county treasurers from d~ing what they want to 
do in this bill. He said that is the decision the committee will 
have to make, to move forward on the automated system on a 
consistent basis that will take care of the problem that the auto 
dealers, treasurers and the Department of JQstice have had, or 
stay with the system that is in place now and let the car thefts 
run rampant as they do now. He said that ~r. Harrington could 
inform the committee what will be lost if this bill isn't passed. 

Mr. Harrington said when the bill was first introduced at the 
request of the county treasurers, it included the $1 fee, which 
could be more than what is needed to purchase the equipment that 
the counties felt they needed. They also recognized that the 
Department of Justice will have an additio~al cost of operating 
the system. After the modern bill was intr~duced, the department 
felt they needed an additional funding sour=e. Of the $1.8 
million that the $1 fee would raise over the biennium, the 
treasurers may only need $600,000 or $700,OQO of that for the 
equipment, the rest of the money will di,rert to the general fund 
as a source of revenue for the Department cE Justice to take what 
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they need to operate. The only way to get that funding, was to 
place it in this bill. 

REP. CLARK asked Dean Roberts, Motor Vehicle Division, about the 
$2 fee for a 60 day sticker from the original 60 day sticker, if 
the registration isn't taken care of the first 60 days and an 
extension is needed, the fee is five times as much and he wanted 
to know why. Mr. Roberts said there are a lot of people that use 
the system, said puts the burden back on the individual that buys 
the car. The problem the county treasurers are having now, is 
the dealer uses the 20 days, than the person goes to the county 
treasurers office and they have to pay the taxes and fees on the 
60 day sticker, they are driving on the roads and should pay that 
fee. He said in law that is all they can receive, but the people 
can call the Registrars Bureau and give them another 20 days and 
another 20 days and so on, because by law, they cannot be issued 
another 60 day sticker. What this bill does at the end of the 80 
days, is to let this person know it is their responsibility to 
license their vehicle, and the reason for the $10 fee. 

REP. DEBROYCKER (Jane) asked if the title and or registration is 
not ready at the end of the 60 days, what happens. Mr. Roberts 
said that is when his division goes to bat for the purchaser. 
This bill gives an individual an extra 60 days, presently it is 
80 days to complete that transaction, 20 days if the paper work 
is in order and 60 more days if the paper work is not in order. 
After the 120 days, there is state and county cost in the process 
of trying to get the title for that individual. This bill will -
give an individual 140 days before they have to park a vehicle if 
the dealer or owner, the vehicle was purchased from, to get the 
title taken care of. 

REP. TONBY asked if the 13 counties that are already automated, 
receive the new equipment. Mr. Roberts said the present system 
that is in the 13 counties, was basically put together as a 
project by the counties involved and the Department of Justice. 
There was never any money allocated nor statutory authority 
allocated for that system. It was an older system that was out 
there and they just updated it about 4 or 5 years ago. The 
equipment that is in the counties now is in bad shape. The 
department owns about 80% of the equipment. 

REP. FOSTER said the $1 fee will be enough to buy equipment for 
all the counties, plus have some extra. During this 2 year 
period, there should be enough to cover the equipment and 
operating and maintenance costs. If the original language was 
left for the fee to sunset 2 years from now, it could be adjusted 
at the end of the sunset. He said the committee is raising taxes 
on a general fund basis. 

CHAIRMAN STANG asked Mr. Roberts why the sunset was taken off. 
Mr. Roberts said operation maintenance does not mean, just that 
piece of terminal. They pay $150 per month to the Department of 
Administration for every line charge that is out there. He said 
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there are 13 lines out there now, and they will be automating the 
rest of the counties at $150 per unit per Ionth. Maintaining a 
system that takes data programmers to do, Every change that is 
made, i.e., Legislature, is a support systEm with a statewide 
computer system. The Motor Vehicle system with its present data, 
is the largest system in the state of Montcna. People need to be 
maintaining this system. Maintenance Costf that are paid to 
companies that keep the equipment fixed, e.g., if a computer or 
printer breaks down. There is always an or going process of 
operating a very massive system. 

CHAIRMAN STANG spoke to REP. FOSTER'S conCErn. He said if the 
committee sunsets this, and the next LegisJature decides that the 
$1 fee isn't needed, they will have wasted $2 million on a 
computer system that would be worthless. lt this time, the 
commitment needs to be made to do this or rot to do it. It isn't 
logical to go out and buy a computer systeE that costs $1~ 
million and come back in 2 years and decidE not to fund it 
anymore. He said this committee has to male the decision if they 
want to start that system. The fee increa~e is a tough decision 
to make, but if the decision is to go with the system, it is an 
ongoing process and the fee is needed. 

Motion/vote: REP. FOSTER moved to adopt aEendment to sunset the 
$1 fee in 2 years. Roll call vote was taken. EXHIBIT 1-A. 
Motion FAILED 6 to 10. 

Motion/vote: REP. BERGSAGEL called the question. Voice vote was 
taken. 

vote: HB 579 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Motion CARRIED 13 to 3 with 
REP. FOSTER, REP. BERGSAGEL and REP. FEL~ voting no. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB L64 

Motion: REP. ELLIS HOVED SB 164 BE CONCURlED IN. 

Discussion: This bill creates the DepartmEnt of Transportation 
(DOT) • 

CHAIRMAN STANG proposed an amendment that ~ill include 
transportation and motor carrier services. 

REP. TONBY moved to adopt amendment #1. Vcice vote was taken. 
Motion CARRIED unanimously. EXHIBIT 2 

REP. MADISON moved to adopt amendment #2. EXHIBIT 3 REP. 
MADISON spoke to his motion. This amendmert removes the Motor 
Fuels Tax Division from the Department of fighways. Motor fuels 
tax is a tax collecting agency. Tax collection agencies belong 
in the Department of Revenue. 

REP. TONBY asked if someone could speak to this request. Jack 
Ellery, Department of Revenue, said the majn purpose of this 
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consolidation of functions is not necessarily the collecting of 
taxes, but to provide additional services to truckers, etc., a 
one stop service. 

Bill Salisbury, Department of Hiqhways, said the department 
collects over $25 million in GVW taxes. Those same people also 
have motor fuel taxes. He said there would be a one stop 
auditing. The department collects $120 million from the federal 
government, they have internal controls, and are audited every 
biennium. This is not a duplication of services, they are used 
to doing this type of work. 

REP. BERGSAGEL called the question. Voice vote was taken. 
Motion on amendment #2 FAILED 2 to 14 with REP. MADISON and REP. 
MCCULLOCH voting yes. 

Motion/Vote: REP. CLARK called the question. voice vote was 
taken. 

Vote: SB 164 BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Motion CARRIED 
unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 178 

Motion: REP. MCCULLOCH MOVED SB 178 BE CONCURRED IN. 

Discussion: This bill changes the vehicle length limit law to 
the recommendation made by the western Association of State 
Highway Transportation Officials (WASHTO). 

Motion/vote: 
4 

REP. MCCULLOCH moved to adopt amendments. EXHIBIT 

CHAIRMAN STANG explained the amendments. They strike the 
reference to the turn-pike doubles. He said it appeared to be 
the problem everyone had during the testimony. They did not like 
the double 45' length. In talking to the industry, he found out 
the good points of the bill; it places the Rocky Mountain doubles 
in conformity with the other western states; and cleans up 
language for the log trucking industry; and cleaned up some of 
the trailer laws in the state. The amendments allow the 
Department of Highways to continue the studies to find out which 
interchanges can handle the double 45'lengths. It will allow the 
committee to have the information needed if the bill comes back 
in the next Legislature. 

SEN. WILLIAMS said the passage of this bill will mandate the 
Highway Department to do this study and to report the finding of 
their study to the next Legislature. 

CHAIRMAN STANG said there will not be an additional cost to this, 
because it is something they are doing now. The study will be a 
continuation of what is done now, and it does not give them the 
authority to come back to Legislature to ask for money to do the 
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study. 

Motion/Vote: REP. BERGSAGEL called the qUEstion to adopt the 
amendment. Voice vote was taken. Motion (ARRIED 13 to 3 with 
REP. BERGSAGEL, REP. FELAND and REP. STEPP1ER voting no. 

Motion/Vote: REP. KNOX MADE THE SUBSTITOTl MOTION THAT SB 178 BE 
CONCURRED rN AS AMENDED. 

vote: SB 178 BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Motion CARRIED 
unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB L91 

Motion: REP. LARSON MOVED SB 191 BE CONcm RED IN. 

Discussion: Ms. Lane spoke to amendment #J. The amendment 
coordinates with REP. PHILLIPS bill regardjng the veteran's 
disabled license plates. EXHIBIT 5 

REP. BERGSAGEL called the question to adopt the coordination 
amendment. Voice vote was taken. Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

REP. STEPPLER offered amendment #2. EXHIBJT 6 He divided his 
amendments into two sections: 1) amendment!: 1 through 5; and 2) 
amendment 6. 

REP. BERGSAGEL called the 
5. Question was called. 
to 12 with REP. STEPPLER, 
GERVAIS voting yes. 

question to adopt amendments 1 through 
Voice vote was tcken. Motion FAILED 4 
REP. BERGSAGEL.r :F EP. TONBY and REP. 

REP. STEPPLER spoke to amendment 6. The new section on page 39, 
places the language back in that had previcusly been removed. It 
is not the treasurers responsibility to fird out if a person that 
signs their signature stating -they have (:::a! insurance, do or not. 

REP. LARSON called the question to adopt anendment 6. EXHIBIT 6 
Voice vote was taken. Motion CARRIED unanjmously. EXHIBIT 7 

Motion/Vote: REP. LARSON MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION THAT SB 191 BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Question was called. Voice vote was 
taken. 

vote: SB 191 BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED.. Motion CARRIED 15 to 1 
with REP. BERGSAGEL voting no. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB ::73 

Motion: REP. LARSON MOVED SB 273 BE CONC~RED IN. 

Discussion: REP. NELSON moved to adopt ametldment #1. EXHIBIT 8 

CHAIRMAN STANG said this amendment removes the chip trucks from 
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the bill. He said the testimony leaned towards the chip trucks 
doing the most damage to the roads. Deleting the chip trucks 
from the bill will require them to come into compliance with the 
law. 

CHAIRMAN STANG asked Ben Havdahl, Motor Vehicle Carrier's 
Association, to explain the difference between the configurations 
of the log trucks and the chip trucks. He thought this was a 
clean up bill for the log trucks, because the chip trucks are the 
only ones that were overweight. Hr. Havdahl said this bill is a 
dilemma for them. Industry supports the method used in 
determining weights. This bill is kin to the seed potato bill, 
when an exception was made to avoid a cutback in the gross 
weight. This is along that same line and also true with the six 
axle log truck. The commitment made by the Highway Department, 
in the form of a written policy in both places, has led these 
truckers to make capital investments in their equipment. 
Operating the equipment on the strength of that policy, whether 
right or wrong in doing it, therefore, are stuck with it. 
Technically, it is a violation in the federal formula and the 
state formula. There were exceptions made in this Legislature on 
the five axle log trucks, by permitting the five axle log truck 
to go to 80,000 lbs, because under the formula it can only get to 
78,000 lbs. When this happens, there is an illegal tandem 
combination weight, instead of 34,000 lbs on each tandem on a log 
truck, there is 35,000 lbs to get to the 80,000 lbs. These chip 
truck combinations are operating under the same special permit 
that the six axle log trucks use. CHAIRMAN STANG said if this 
bill passed, and the federal government states that Montana is in 
violation of the federal bridge formula standards, can they 
withhold federal money from the state whether the bill passed or 
not. Hr. Havdahl said he couldn't argue with that, because the 
federal law could do that now with the five axle log trucks 
hauling logs now, because of the violation of the statutory 
34,000 lb tandem. He said the bill was asked to be amended to 
give the discretionarI authority to the Highway Department to 
allow this. He said in the original drafting, the word "must" 
only considers the last axle and is discretionary, by taking it 
out, will give the department the authority to do that. CHAIRMAN 
STANG asked if the chip trucks were taken out of this bill and 
the log trucks left in, than technically, the state is still in 
violation of the federal formula. Hr. Havdahl said that was 
correct. CHAIRMAN STANG said his people would be favoring one 
industry over another. Hr. Havdahl said that is basically what 
it means. 

REP. LARSON spoke in favor of the amendment. He said if the chip 
truck tires are lined up on axle single-s as opposed to duel, 
there is more wear and tear on the highway. The truck is hauling 
80,000 lbs and going down one single lane of the highway, there 
is a narrower track and causes more damage. 

REP. FELAND asked why the chip trucks can't add another axle to 
handle the duels on their trailers. Hr. Havdahl said it is a 
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possibility. The configuration is a complEx combination with 
several variations; truck with trailer; trc .ctor with trailers. It 
is expensive to add a lift axle on a combi) .ation. He thought the 
approach should be to modif ied to permit e' 'erything under special 
permit to modify the gross weight. This wculd it take out of 
statutory authorization in a sense and place it in the same 
situation as a five axle log truck which if operating at 80,000 
lbs. Unless the Federal Highway calls on 1his, they wouldn't 
automatically withhold the funds, but they certainly could. with 
the discretion of the Highway Department, 1 hey could put the word 
"may" in, and take the word "must" out, if it is a problem, it 
can be taken out. Then they would be back next session to modify 
this again. 

REP. ELLIS said the beet trucks do the samE thing as the chip 
trucks do with the single tires. He wantec an explanation of 
what the relationship is by carrying the scme amount of weight on 
an axle whether it has a single tire or dUEl tires, and what is 
the width on the rubber. Mr. Havdahl said the statutes says 600 
lbs per inch on a tire, when that is done en a single tire, there 
would be 12,000 lbs per tire. He said thele is a restriction on 
single tires. If two tires are on a singlE axle there, is 20,000 
lbs. The single tire with the 600 lbs per inch also applies. 
There is a recommendation in the WASHTO bock on the single axle 
tires. It is a very controversial issue bEcause the wood product 
industry allover the west uses that confi~uration, it isn't just 
in Montana. There is a standard for singlE tires to not exceed 
600 lbs per inch of tire width. 

REP. TUNBY asked how much would it affect 1he chip haulers if 
this amendment was passed. Mr. Havdahl sajd if it isn't passed, 
there would be a gross weight loss to a cODbination that is now 
hauling between 1,000 to 1,500 lbs, dependjng on how the 
configuration is put together. It would bE a payload cut for the 
truckers. 

CHAIRMAN STANG said the chip trucks are a commodity that can be 
regulated on how many chips go into the trtck, therefore, it is 
easier to go with the 1,500 lbs less. 

Question was called to adopt amendment #1. Roll call vote was 
taken. EXHIBIT 9 Motion CARRIED 13 to :3 ~ ith REP. FELAND, REP. 
MADISON and REP. STEPPLER voting no. 

REP. STEPPLER moved to adopt amendment #2. EXHIBIT 10 On page 
4, line 7, strike "must" and insert "may". 

REP. BERGSAGEL called the question. Voice vote was taken. 
Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Motion/vote: REP. LARSON MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION THAT SB 273 BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Question was called. Voice vote was 
taken. Motion CARRIED 15 to 1 with REP. PELAND voting no. 
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EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 318 

Motion: REP. NELSON MOVED SB 318 BE CONCURRED IN. 

Disoussion: REP. NELSON moved to adopt amendment #1. EXHIBIT 11 

Ms. Lane said these amendments are a coordination instruction 
with SB 415, which also sets a fee on campers. If both bills 
pass and this bill is amended, it will remove the $2.50 increase 
and leave the existing fee at $1 which will go to the county 
treasurers. 

REP. LARSON asked if the removal of the $2.50 means that the 
Parks Division part of the fee be eliminated if SB 415 passes. 
Ms. Lane said it does, because SB 415 also has the $2.50 fee 
assessment that will go to parks. 

Question was called to adopt amendment #1. Voice vote was taken. 
Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

REP. STEPPLER moved to adopt amendment #2. On page 4, lines 9 to 
12, the fees are supposed to go to FWP, he wants the language put 
in that this money will be used only for parks. 

REP. NELSON called the question. Voice vote was taken. Motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Motion(Vote: REP. NELSON MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION THAT SB 318 BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Question was called. Voice vote was 
taken. 

vote: SB 318 BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Motion CARRIED 
unanimously. 

ADJOURNMEN~ 

Adjournment: 5:30 p.m. 

BS/cj 
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Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on· Highways and Transportation 

report that House Bill 579 (first reading copy -- white) do 
pass as a~ended • 

Signed: ____ f~.:.;...~ ·_~" ..... t-:_· ~ __ /"";';'.'/.o..; .•• .."e....-.·....-__ 
Barry Stang, Chairman 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 9. 
Strike: "THAT" 
Insert: ·PROCEOURES FOR AUTOMATED HANDLING OF" 

2. Title, line 10. 
Strike: "CONTAIN BAR CODING" 

3. Title, line 11. 
Following: "ISSUED" 
Insert: "AND AUTHORIZING AN ADDITIONAL 60-DAY PERIOD" 

4. Title, lines 18 and 19. 
Pollowing: "THE" on line 18 
Strike: remainder of line 18 through "COMMITTEE· on line 19 
Insert: "DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE" 

5. Title, line 19. 
Following: "1-2-201," 
Insert: "61-3-101, 61-3-201, 61-3-202," 
Following: "61-3-342," 
Insert: "61-3-503," 

6. Title, line 20. 
Following: "DATE" 
Strike: "," 
Insert: "AND" 

7. Title, line 21. 
Strike: ", AND A TERMINATION DATE" 

8. Page 2, line 10. 
Followingt "the" 
Strike: ·users' advisory group" 
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Insert: ·county motor vehicle computer :ommittee· 

9. Page 2, lines 10 through 13. 
Following: ft.ft on line 10 
Strike: remainder of line 10 through ·9~OUP.· on line 13 

10. Page 3 , line 12. 
Following: line 11 
Insert: ·Section 2. Section 61-3-101, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-101. Duties of department -- records. (1) The 
department shall keep a record as hereilafter specified of all 
motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrail!rs of every kind, and of 
certificates of registration and owners lip thereof, and of all 
manufacturers and dealers in motor vebi,les. 

(2) Ift iRe ease et Meter v8ftielee. trailere, efts 
Be.i~.aile.e, the The record eftal! must show the following: 

(a) name of owner, residence aaar!ss by street or rural 
route, town, and county, and i!n!8iftei"i'""i Htiee8 maIlIng address if 
different tnan residence address, 

(b) name and address of conditionll sales vendor, 
mortgagee, or other lienholder and &mOUlt due under contract or 
lien, 

(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

manufacturer of car, 
manufacturer's designation of style of car or vehicle, 
identifying number, 
year of manufacture, 

shown by 
(h) 

character of motive power and shipping weight of car as 
the manufacturer, 
_the dist~nctive license numbe~ assigned to the vehicle, 

(1) - if a truck or trailer, the na mer of tons' capacity or."-----::­
GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's iden:ification plate, I 

(j) such other information aa may from time to time be 
found desirable. 

(3) The department shall file appLications for registration 
received by it from the county treasure~s ot the st.ate and 
reqister the vehicles the~eift .eae~ihe. and the vehicle owners 
tfte~ee' ill a'litaele eeelee e~ ell iftsMl e l~aa, aa follows: -

(a) under the distinctive license number asaiqned to the 
vehicle by the county treasurer, . ---.-' 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner,.__. ______ . _________ _ 
. '~"(c) - numerically under make and -id'lntifying number of -the ~~~"-~~~~~::-~ 

. vehicle, 
(d) auch other index of reqistratLon as -the department. 

considera expedient. 
(4) Vehicle registration records ,lnd indexes and driver's 

license recorda and indexea may be main;ained by electronic 
recording and storage media. 

(5) In the case of dealers, the r ' ~cords shall show t.he 
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information contained in the application for dealer's license as 
required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as the distinctive 
license number assigned to the dealer. 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded records 
and files, regardless of any other statutory requirements, the 
department ahiII iawe the aijehe~iey afti ii~hal1 ie lis i~ty _a 
::1~~es'troy all records and files ,fhieh "a,.we seaaee .a sa \;Ii aRtY 

that relate to vehicles that have not been registered 
within the precedIng 4 years and that do not have an actIve lien. 

(7) whs as,a~iMeai May estaelIsh sai msiaeaift a 8fter~ wave 
•• &6a aeaeiaa 1ft e~ae~ t8 repert metar wehiele ~e~i8tratieft 
•• 5a .... 'a8 ea tRa Ri!ftway peerel, ee 8he~iii8, afta te the 8ftieie 
gf ,alias al aaeh iftee~'8~atea eity af the state whe are aels te 
98mM~Rieaee with 8~eh _hert wa?e reaie etatieftl 

~(7) All records shall be open to inspection during all 
reasonabre-business hours, and the department shall furnish any 
information from the records upon payment by the applicant of the 
coat of e~aftSeriBift! the information requested. Prior to 
pr~viding the information, the department may require the 
applicant to provide identification.-

Section 3. Section 61-3-201, MeA, is amended to read: 
-61-3-201. Transfer of interest -- cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership or reqistration. (1) Upon a 
transfer of any interest in a motor vehIcle registered under the 
provisions of this chapter, the person whose interest is to be 
transferred ahall write his signature with pen and ink upon the 
certificate of ownership issued for ~e vehicle in the 
appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the 
certificate, and the signature must be acknowledged before the 

- '-coanty-t:reasurer,--a deputy 'county treasurer,-an elected official 
authorized to acknowledge aiygatures, an employee of the 
aepartment, or a notary publ c. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 
transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 
ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 61-
3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with the 
infor.mation required under 61-3-202, to the county treasurer, who 
shall forward them-to the department. The department may not 
issue a 'certificate of ownership or certificate of registration 

-_.until.theoutstandinCJ··certificates are surrendered to that office 
:=::-'ortheir ;1.08s:is ':eatablishedto'its reasonable satisfaction. 

Pailureto maka application within the 20-day grace period 
subjects the tranaferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer 
ahall collect the penalty at the time of registration. The 
penalty ia in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If 
the transferee doea not make application within 2S days, a 
creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer of 
title and filing of security interest or lien in order to have 
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title transferred to the transferee and have the security 
ffi5I:8fo~rt53eBe~A}~~; f~~iitfi!t8fi ~~~I~cHfe~ai3i:YTAI not 
department shall return the certificate of title to the county 
treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). ~~en the certificate of 
ownership is returned by the department to the county treasurer, 
the treasurer shall hold the certificat! of ownership until the 
vehicle is properly registered. 

(3) In the event or a transfer b~ operation of law of anv 
interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, or • 
bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution sale, 
repossession upon default in the perfornance of the terms of a 
lease or executory sales contract, or c therwise than by voluntary 
act of the person whose title or interest is transferred, the 
executor, administrator, receiver, trustee, sheriff, or other 
representative or successor in interest of the person whose 
interest is transferred shall forward t~ the department an 
application for a certificate of owner. lip in the form required 
for an original application for a certificate of ownership, 
together with a verified or certified statement of the transfer 
of interest. The statement must set for~ the reason for the 
involuntary transfer, the interest tran sferred, the name of the 
person to whom the interest is to be tr~nsferr~d, tha procass of 
procedure effecting the transfer, and o~her information requested 
by the department. Evidence and instruD,nts otherwise required by 
law to affect a transfer of legal or eqlitabla title to or an 
interest in chattels as may be required in such cases must be 
furnished with the statement. If the de,artment is satisfied that 
the transfer is raqu1ar and that all fo r:maliti.s .required by _law _ ...... 
have been complied with, it ahal1 aend.~o the owner •. conditional 

..... aal.es 'ven~::, ·les.or ,--mortgaqee .····and·ct ~erllenor,~as 'shown . by ...;..----.... 
its records, notice of the intended tralsfer and, not le8s than 5 
days after sending notice, shall iaaue I new certificate of 
ownership and certificate of reqistrati In to the transferee. ,.The .. 
notice required by this section is comp Lied with "by deposit in ...... .. 
the peat effie. ift B •• ~ :&8.,e, Mefttafta, D.S. mail of the notice,'-­
postaqe prepaid, addressed to the parso 1 at· the respective·~:~~",,-,,·. 
address shown on=i ts records. -'.- .... ,-.~ .. - - .. , .... -... C".~~.~:' .. - .- - .. ~- _: .. ~ -.. '''''-'C_- c--::::-:~.- _ 

(4) When the vehicle certificate )f ownership -that-ia-··--:---, 
involuntarily transferred i. not reqist Ired in . this .tate,·-the -~co;> .' 
procedure in subsection. (3) must befol Lowed :iJl~-.pplying :-for~a-_~. __ ~:_::­

. new c.rtificate'~of ~oWDer.hip and --a.riif Lc.te'iif~r"qi.t:ra~iori'"":bUi'"-.... ,~~.::·' 
the department need not send notice of. : Lnten4ed .:.transfar,.and ~~:~:...~_" . 

.. shall .issue a new certificate of ownersllpand..,_a"",new_certificate.~_,. __ 
of reqistration to the person entitled A to them. :::;;~;;-" .. - ....... ~ .. -. 

(5) (a) If the owner of one or mo~. motor vehicle., 
trailera, semitrailers, or housetrailerl registered under this 
chapter and not exceedinq a combined value of $15,000 dies 
without leaving other property necessitlting the procuring of 
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letters of administration or letters testamentary, the surviving 
spouse or other heir unless the property is by will otherwise 
bequeathed may secure transfer of the decedent's certificate of 
ownership and the certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

(b) The person seeking transfer ot the certificate of 
ownership shall file an affidavit with the department setting 
forth the fact of survivorship and the name and address of any 
other heirs and other facts as are necessary under subsection 
(5)(a) to entitle the affiant to a transfer. 

(c) The department is authorized to transfer the 
certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, subject 
to all security interests shown by its records, upon receipt of 
an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled to a transfer 
under the provisions of subsection (5) (a) of this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any secured party 
from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle registered under 
the provisions of this chapter to any other person without the 
consent of and without affecting the interest of the holder of 
the certificate of ownership and certificate of registration. 
Upon any assignment by a aecured party of his aecurity interest 
in any motor vehicle registered under this chapter, a copy of the 
aesiqnment must be filed with the department and a record of the 
assignment made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is valid until canceled by 
the department upon a transfer of any interest shown in the 
certificate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

(8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of 
ownership or a registration receipt contains an error ea~.ea By 
tRe.epa~tiieftt:, or that the applicant has paid the resaired fees 
and taxes with an InsuffIcIent funds check and if the tsartment 

·-·-hasbien -notIfied ·of .. that. fact6v the county attorney~e 
department may cancel the certificate of ownership or receipt 
and, .in the case of an error, issue a replacement for the 
erroneous certIfIcate or receipt if the owner has returned the 

. certificate or receipt to be canceled. rf the owner faila to 
return" to-the department th. certificate of ownership, the 

, registratIon rec.ift, or the license plata, the department shall 
drract a peace off oer or de~artment ~loyee to secure and 
return the certifIcate, rece~pt, or l~nae plate to the 

" _. department. ,. ",~ - ,'-:-:'.~ n~='.-~ '-:,"~' , '--- '., 
....... ~:..,.:::-::~ .... ~Jbl.;..,Any .person.who .fai1s 'to return a certificateof.._,, __ . 
;;c, ·""':':"~":':-:"'·-.::,:~;'owner.h1p~~or • 'r1iat:ratian receipt '1I1I1Ie. wie1lthat . contains an '-c .. ,,-, ... _ 

." '. ._::.error .• ati.ea " .. ei-•• iepeet;;;ftt. or that baa been cancel? bY the .. 
de artment due to an insufficient fund. check, as rov dad in 
au .ec on a , a ter rece v 9 actua not ce 0 e 

. "'aepartment's demand for the return of the certificate or receiPt, 
as required by subsaction (8) (a), is guilty of a misdemeanor aDd 
upon conviction may be fined an amount not to exceed $500.-
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Section 4. Section 61-3-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

j in
w61-3-202 ehicertificate ot owners] :iPf--hissuance -i- contents o t owners p. (I Upon comp~et 01 0 t e app~1cat on for 

certificate of ownership, on forms furl.ished by the department, 
the county treasurer shall forward one copy of the application to 
the department, which shall enter the :nformation contained in 
the application upon the corresponding- recorda of its office and 1r 

except as provided in 61-3-103(1) and 11-3-201(2) concerning­
applications by creditors or secured pirties, shall furnish the 
applicant a certificate of ownership s\bject to the provisions of 
61-3-103. 

(2) The certificate of ownership shall contain upon the 
face thereof: 

(a) the date issued; 
(b) the name and eempleee mailin~ and residence address of 

the owner or the names and addresses 01 joint owners, 
(c) except as provided in 61-3-1~3, the name and complete 

address of any holder of a perfected SEcurity interest in the 
reqistered vehicle, 

(d) a description of the reqistexed vehicle, includinq the 
year built and serial numberl 

(e) except as provided in 61-3-103, the filinq date of any 
lien aqainst such motor vehicle, and 

(f) such other statement of fact! as may be determined by 
the department. 

(3) When the namea and addresses )f more than one owner who 
are members of the same immediate fami1., are listed on the 
certificate of ownership, joint ownershlp with riqht of 
survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. _ _ 

(4) Upon receipt of the app1icati)n, the department shall 
_recheck. the applicaUon .. --If there -is an, error -tnthe ----------- -.---- ._-­
application, it may be returned to the ~er or to the county 
treasurer to effectively secure the cor~ection of such error, who· 
shall return the same to the department ._~ 

(5) The certificate of ownership Ihall contain a notice to 
the department of a transfer of interea :of tha owner and such 
other statements as may be determined b r the depart:ment~WW 
Renumber: subaequent sections ---~~----

" <.-_._-...... '-,,'''-''''--

12~ Paqe 4, linea 17 and 18. 
Pollowing: WtoW on line 17-'''''''--' 0<-- .. -- .... - ... ".~ 

Strika: remainder of line 17 through Wt: ~easurerw on 
Insert: Wfully complete the process of iLpplyinq for 

titleW 

line 18 
• Montana 
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Insert: -(2) A vehicle for which an application for title cannot 
be completed may not be registered by the county treasurer 
nor may license plates for the vehicle be issued by the 
county treasurer until the completed certificate of 
ownership or application for title is presented for the 
purpose of transferrinq ownership. 

(3) In the event an unusual circumstance prevents the 
owner of a vehicle from presenting the certificate of 
ownership within the 60-day period permitted under 
subsection (1), the owner may apply to the motor vehicle 
division for an extended temporary window sticker on an 
application form provided by the division. The form must be 
accompanied by the title application. 

(4) Upon receipt of an application for an extended 
temporary window sticker and title as designated in 
subsection (3), the motor vehicle division or the county 
treasurer, with the authorization of the motor vehicle 
division, may issue an extended temporary window sticker, 
valid for an additional 60 days, upon payment of a fee of 
$10 that must be deposited in the qeneral fund. At the end 
of the extended 60-day period or in the event the request 
for extension is rejected by the department for cause, the 
owner may obtain a certificate of ownership by the method 
provided in 61-3-208. 

Section 7. Section 61-3-503, MCA, is amended to read: 
."61-3-503. (Temporary) Assessment. (1) Except as 

provided in 61-3-520 and subsection (2) of ~~is section, the 
--- ---followinq-apply-to the taxation of -motor vehicle.: . -... ' .. ' .. -

(a) Except as provided in subsections (1) (c) throuqh 
(1) (e) person who files an application for reqiatration or 
reregistration of a motor vehicle shall,before filing the 
application with the county treasurer submit the application 

.to the county assesaor. The county assesaor shall enter on 
the applioation in a space ~o be provided for that purpose 

,··the market value and taxable value of the vehicle a. of 
January 1 of the year for which the application for 

- -reqiatration -i8 made. 
,--- -.'~~-::--:, -:-::~.;~-(b) . ~ Except aa provided in subs.ction (1) (0) ,motor 

~--'~,-'-,-.,:--~-,c-'~whlc:ile.~ar. a8 •••• ed for ·~axe. on--Januuy1 'in'each year --" .. -~.~::-
irrespective of thet.ime fix.d by law for the a •••• sment of _;::.;;c':---:Z: 

.other_.clas8 •• of. per.onal property and, irre.pective of _ 
whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 
within the 8tate. A motor vehicle is not aubject to 
as.es.ment, levy, and taxation more than once in each year. 

(e) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 _ 
throuqh 61-3-316 ehall ~ be assessed as of the first day 
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of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 
wholesale value as of January 1 of the year of assessment of 
the vehicle as contained in the mOlt recent volume of the 
Mountain States Edition of the Natlonal Automobile Dealers 
Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Us!d Car Guide, the National. 
Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guid!s Official Older Used Car 
Guide, or another nationally publilhed used vehicle or 
appraisal ~ide approved by the de)artment of revenue or, 
for a vahlc e that was never 118te~ In any edItIon of the 
preceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 
determined by the county assessor, and thereafter 
depreciated 10' per year until a vllue of $500 is reached, 
not including additions or deducti)ns for options and 
mileage but including additions or deductions, whether or 
not one of the preceding quides is used, for diesel engines, 
and a lien for taxes and fees due )n the vehicle shall occur' 
on the anniversary date of the reqLatration and shall 
continue until the fees and taxes lave been paid. If the 
value shown in any of the appraisa l quides listed in this 
section is less than $500, the deplrtment shall value the 
vehicle at $500. 

(d) Motorcycles and quadricy:les aBe11 must be 
assessed, using the greater of the following:----

(1) $250, or 
(ii) the average trade-in or . ,holeaale value as of 

January 1 of the year of assessmen: of the vehicle as 
contained in the most recent volum t of the applicable 
National Edition of the N.A.D.A. M)torcycle/Moped/ATV 
Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recrea:ional Vehicle Appraisal 

'-Guide -or another' natlonallY 'bubllS: led used vehicle or ... 
_______ appraisal quIde approved by e de' )Arment of revenue,~not 

inc~udinq additions or deductIons !or optlons and mIleaqe. 
(e' If a vehicle assessed unller subsection (1' (e) or 

(1) (d) is not orlqinally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 
quide or other alProved quide ,~-·the department of revenue or 
its aqent ahalleprec!ate the 'oril rinall.o.b. factory list 
price, f.o.b. -por~-of-entry list; p: ~ice, or the· 
::~~~~;urer~iJ,~:uggestedlist oprici t, ,using the_~: followinq 

... __ ... ___ -'i) __ J.f,:tb;~iiew·'car~·.aIe8 tuhas~ bHn -:'prev1ou.lypaid 
'-and the vehicle"-is less than '1'yea: ~ 1n age,='the'C!epreciation 

,,:-_~=~.percentage :.hal1:':bi-~'·20' i,;or-:""'~=7:~ ;E::;:=S';';;;'~~:~: .. -"·:-::,=~::~:::::·~ -~' .... ~:-~-~-:: 
.~ .. ' (11) if 'the~vehicle~"lsf"eii- orolder~iri~a e and it is' ........ _ ... _.. , .-.. , .-. ... .. .. ---.y . ... q 

. not 'lista4 in '.nyof the -appraisal quides -listed in this --', 
·• ..... ection, -the 'department of :revenueahall-c!etermine -the ........ . 

depreciation percentaqe to approx1.J late the 'averagoe whole.ale 
or trade-in value. in the aurren.t 1 r.A.D.A.qui4es or other 
a~proved Sid •• referred to in th11 i subsection. Por purposes 
o €hI. au seciion (1), the age of the vehlole is determined 

/18 579 
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by subtracting the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 
from the calendar year of assessment. 

(f) When a minimum value of $500 is reached, the value 
shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 
registered. 

(q) If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 
listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. quide or other approved 
quide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 
value of the vehicle at the rate of 10\ a year until a 
minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 
remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

(2) The provisions of subsections (1) (a) through 
(1) (g) do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, 
campers, or mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1). 
(Terminates December 31, 1993--sec. 11, Ch. 525, L. 1989.) 

61-3-503. (Effective January 1, 1994) Assessment. (1) 
Except as provided in subsection (2), the following apply to 
the taxation of motor vehicles: . 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (1) (c) through 
(1) (e), a person who files an application for registration 
or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing 
such application with the county treasurer submit the 
application to the county assessor. The county assessor 
shall enter on the application in a apace to be provided for 
that purpose the market value and taxable value of the 
vehicle as of January 1 of the year for which the 

_ application for registration is made.,.,. ... 
(b) Except as provided in subaection (1) (c), motor 

-.----.. _-. __ .. -_.--- vehicles are assessed -for taxes on January 1 in each year 
irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 
other classes of personal property and irrespeotive of 
whether the levy and t.ax may be a lien upon real property 
within the atate. In no event may any motor vehicle 'be .. 
aubjec~ to a.aasament, levy, and taxation more than once in 
each year. .. . 

--- (c) Vehicle. aubject to the proviSions of 61-3-313 
through 61-3-316 eltall muat be asseased as of the first day·----·'-

.----.... -ot ~he regist.ration period, uainq t.he averaqe trade-inor-d-~:::~----
~~:~'.-.. -.-:-_:_:--.: wholesale value a. of January 1 of t.he year ,ota •••• amen~ of~ 
--::.<~~·":::'--"'~··~-~'-,"-'-t.h.vehicle 'aa contained in ~he-mO.t' recent~;volume 'of~he -.~-:.::::~:; 
.,___ ' .. ;:'!Mountain Stat.es Bdit.ion of the Nat.ional Automobile Dealera,,,.,, . 

. As.ociat.ion (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, t.h.Nat.ional_::'··~::' 
.Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraiaal Guides Official Older U.ed Car _.~: 
-Guide, or another nat.ionallYtSubliShed used vehicle or 
appraiaal atlde approved bye department of revenue or, 
for a vahle e £hat was never lIated in any edItion of tbe 
preceding quides, the retail value of the vehicle as 
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determined by the county assessor, and thereafter 
depreciated 10' ~r year until a ~alue of $500 is reached, 
not includin~ adaitions or deduct1,ns for options and 
mileage but 4ncludinq additions 0% deductions, whether or 
not one of the precedinq guides is used, for diesel engines, 
and a lien for taxes and fees due on the vehicle shall occur 
on the anniversary date of the re~i8tration and shall 
continue until the fees and taxes nave been paid. If the 
value shown in any of the appraisal quides listed in this 
section is less than $500, the de~artment shall value the 
vehicle at $500. 

(d) Motorcycles and quadriC]cles shall be a8sessed, 
using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250, or 
(11) the average trade-in or wholesale value as of 

January 1 of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 
contained in the most recent voluae of the applicable 
National Edition of the N.A.D.A. ~'torcycle/Moped/ATV 
Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Racrestional Vehicle Appraisal 
Guide or another nationally ~bli.~ed used vehicle or 
appraisal ~ide approved bye de~artment of revenue, not 
includIng ~ditlon8 or deductIons or options and mileage. 

(e) If a vehicle assessed un~er subsection (1) (c) or 
(1) (d) is not oriqinally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 
guide or other a~proved quide, the department of revenue or 
its agent shall ~precIate the or1~inal f.o.b. factory list 
price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list 1= r:ice, or the"· 
manufacturer'. suqgested list prica, using the following 
methods: 

(i) --lithe -new-'c-ar -.ales "'tilil -has· been -previously paid··· 
.. -~- - --·----·---and-the -vehicle -l •. -1 ••• than-.:..1-,y.~ I: -in_,aqa" .:.the _depreciation _:_, .. __ 

percentaCIe shall be '20" or .. 
. ,(ii) if the vehicle is 1 yea! or·older in age and it is 

not listed in any ~of .' the appraisal guides listed in this 
section,':the department. 'of revenue shall-determine the 
depreciation percentage to'approx1:aate the averaqe wholesale 
or trade-in values :1n .. the ~current M.A.D.A."· quidea or other . 

,~.a~roved ~ide,referred_,tointhis_.ubsection. ,For purposes ..... 
. -.,0 ~£hla a .ection.::"(l) , . ..:. the.aqe_o1 '" thevehiele.is determined .. 

. ,·by.ubtract1nq :.·th. ,JDAnufact:urer.~s. IDOdel ~~~=-()f.-:-thevehicl. ____ . 
" .. , .. .fromthe._c:alenda,r .. year .... J~.f_.;as~~'8IDAI nt. ...'"~,.o .. '~"." ,: '. . . ': . 

. -:. ··~_~~~=~_0..;..."':'_'~.~.::~.~::;( f, ~Wbcl~~"iniJlrmlt ~valu. :".of:· '500~=J8""reacih8d ;·:·the:val~ .. ~::··;.:~~ 
_ ......... ,? • .. _ c. 'H_,·-:shall,. remain.a t~that""minimum8o."lc Dqas."the ..,;;yehielels. .... -. "·:....reql.ter.ct; ·:::;.~~~~~;.~~c~·:~~:·;~:';:~·:;-~ ~- --:-:"!-, .:=":":~' .,~--...,.,--~-7.~~' ... ,,_i.:_;-:·::;:C-:-~' 

."., ·-·-""",;~!;·:-,;:.::(q)"'"'7:Xf 'a '"previously reqiat.azsdvebicle ~i8-nO ··longer ·"--"·c"·,-· 

'·-list.ed in'theapplicable N.A.D.A.· ~ideor·ot:her approved 
guide, the depar~ent. or its agent shall deprecIate the 
value of the vehicle at the rate c flO' a year until a 
minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

621226SC.HSF 
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remain at that amount 80 long as the vehicle is reqistered. 
(2) The provisions of subsections (1) (a) through 

(1) (g) do not a~ply to motor homes, travel trailers, 
campers, or mob1~e homes as defined in 15-1-101(1)."" 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

14. Page 5, line 18. 
Following: "0£" 
Strike: "An" 
Insert: -Except as provided in subsection (2), an" 

15. Page 6, line 4. 
Following: "reregistration-
Insert: "and only if the value, age, length, or other criteria 

used to determine the tax or fee is available to the 
department" 

16. Page 6, lines 8 through 11. 
Following: "must" on line 8 
Strike: remaInder of line 8 through "applicant" on line 11 
Insert: "include a procedure to facilItate Automated handling of 

mail reregistration or recertification" 

17. Page 6, line 14. 
Following: "statement­
Strike: ", to be subscribed 
Insert: ·that" " 
Following: "applicant" 
Strike: " " 

" .. ,,---, ,,--_ ... - ,,-'.. . 

--------·18 .-Page' ,-line 15.-·----·--···_---·_···· 
Strike: -·stating" 
Xnsert: ""is in" 

.,.. , . 
. 19. Page 6, line 2S through page 7, line 13 • 

..... Following: "recertification." on line 25 
Strike: remainder of line 25 through page 7, line 13 ·;C"'u.' 

.... -.'." ··· .. -·Ins.rt, "The mail renewa1prooedure developed byothe department 
of justice pursuant to 61-3-535 may be used for .. 11--··---

. -.-- --., .. ~ --,"·-::---··recertification of boats, ..:.the renewal of license decals,- od"····_· 
':':'::---:-c----.. "- , ...• - --- the .payment ot the ,fee .. inlieu of _ tax .. "._- ." .. ~_ .. ___ .. __ ~":":"-::-:-: __ .... _ .. _~~' 
~~"",.......,.:" . .."." •. ~....,..;.",...,,""''''~'''''''-~~?",'_''''- ..... .,; .... __ ~ 6.., ~. ~ ~~.:!'".,...~,~"., -"'_" -·~.,;"";",,-,~Q..:~~ •• ,.:r"';""', ... ·_ .. .;, .... •.. 1' ..... -.~R;;;,.;,,;..-..;-_~~.: .. oU.."~.- .•.. ---~--if";.. 

-._ _ .. ~~;;-~;-_:~ •.. ;:_~.'~ .~ ..,.' -., . _.,.__ :_.;:._-:;";;;~.~.-'.-'.>~.::;."...".<_.;:.-:-7: .. _;.: __ ,_"_ --.-::--~.~( -. ~-'.~-;,,-, ---

_ .,_;;:; .. :>:~.~:20 .. · Page .:7,.. lin •. 15 through ;;page,:8, line,3.. . "_~~,::,,';;;:';;_::::,;., .. ,, 
Pollowinq: -recertification';- on 'line 15"" ~ 

··~·"~"-'-'-Striket'-'remainder of line 15 'thrOuqh P&CJ.'8~ line 3 "'~~--,-:.~-; ..•.. 
Insert: -The mail renewal procedure developed by the department 

of jU8tice pursuant to 61-3-535 may be used for mail 
recertification of snowmobiles, the renewal of license 
decals, and the payment of the fee in lieu of tax." 

1/65?f 
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21. Page 8, lines 5 through 18. 
Following: -recertification.- on line 5 
Strike: remainder of line 5 through lin! 18 

March 22, 1991 
Page 12 of 15 

Insert: ·Themail renewal procedure dev!loped by the department 
of justice pursuant to 61-3-535 ma, be used for mail 
recertification of off-highway vehlc1es~ the renewal of 
license decals, and the payment of the fee in lieu of tax. w 

22. Page 8, lines 20 through 22. 
Following: -department- on line 20 
Strike: remainder of line 20 through -al- on line 22 
Insert: ·shall maintain a statewide-

23. Page 8, lines 22 and 23. 
Following: ·system- on line 22 
Strike: remainder of line 22 through ·stateR on line 23 

24. Page 9, line 1. 
Followinq: WdepartmentW 
Strike: ·of justice-

2S. Page 9, line 2. 
Following: WgroupW 
Strike: 8provided for in subsection (1),-

26. Page 9, lines 3 and 4. 
Following: -development- on line 3 
Strike: remainder of line 3 through -(11 8 on line 4 
Insert: 80 f policies_CJoverning the registration and 

rereqistration of motor vehicles, )Oats, snowmobiles, and 
'-' ..... ---off-hiqhway vehiclesw .- ----- -.-

27. Page 9, lines 5 through 12. 
Following: lina 4 
Strike: lina 5through 8group.8 on line 12 
Insert: ·be appointed by the attorney glneral and must include: 

- (a' an employee of the depaX' caent of administration, 
-date proceaain9division, selected by.the division 
- adJainistX'ator,--, .-"" 

--:~-:::---·(b' -:_twocountytreasurers, • !lected by~e Montana 
-- county treasurers. association, _._ 

-----,-, .":;';'::(0) -::~-one 'county motor vehicle 'section aupervisor, 
eelectedby the Hontana county trelsurers association, 

(d) a county assessor, selec:ed by the director of the 
department 'of revenue, . 

(e, an employee of the depar :ment of justice, data 
proces8inq division, selected by tle division administrator, 

(t) an employee of the depar :ment of justice, motor 
vehicle division, reqistrar's burelu, selected by the 

621226SC.HSF 



division administrator, 

March 22, 1991 
Page 13 of 15 

(g) an employee of the department of justice, motor 
vehicle division, driver services bureau, selected by the 
division administrator, 

(h) a member of the Montana bankers' association, 
selected by the association director, 

(i) a member of the Montana automobile dealers 
association, selected by the association director; and 

(j) a member or employee of the Montana American 
automobile association, selected by the association 
director. 

(3) Committee members who are not employees of the 
state of Montana shall serve a term of 2 years, and state 
employee members shall serve at the pleasure of the attorney 
general. 

(4) Travel and per diem expenses for the committee 
must be charged to the motor vehicle division. 

(5) Secretarial and support services for the committee 
must be provided by the motor vehicle division. 

(6) The committee ahall meet no more than four times a 
year unless specifically called by the attorney general.-

28. Page 10, lines 5 and 6. 
Following: -(a)- on line 5 
Strike: remainder of line 5 through -peripherals,- on line 6 
Insertf -establish the requirements and specifications for the 

county motor vehicle computer system to be-

29. Page 10, lines 9 and 10. 
Pollowing: -(b)- on line 9 

---'-- -Strike:- remainder of-line 9 t.hrough 
Insert, -approve the purchase of-

30. Page 10, linea 14 and 15. 
Pollowing: -(c)- on line 14 
Strike: remainder of line 14 through 
rnaert:-approve the procedures-

-justice- on line 15 -" 

31. Page 10, line 16. "~.-'''' 
.. Strike: -S- --- .. ... 
. Insert: . -12-

.".'," 'e~, ..... ~~~,,,._ """r -"-'~"'·""·''''':~-·'-~~;~':-7~''';;';':'~-"''.'' ~"'.;>'N¥ ___ """·"'.·--""·''''>v''' " •.• __ ~ .. __ ";""",~""",-<~""~""_~,,.,,,-"~,~,,,':'.".~.~ .. _< __ , •• _ •• 

32.:. »ag8 :10,linas -18 throuqh.21 .... 
Strike: subsaction (2) in-its 'entirety 
Insert: - (2) As used in tbil(~ •• ction, -computer C-system.- .. ans -,-., 

the county motor vehicle application system and does not­
include the central computer canters or imply that the 
department of administration is responsible for eatablishinq 
policy and operatinq and maintaining central computer 
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centers. W 

33. Page 11, line 11. 
Strike: wcounty motor vehicle computer" 
Insert: Wstate generalw 

March 22, 1991. 
Page 14 of 15 

34. Page 11, lines 12 through 20. 
Strike: section 12 in its entirety 
Insert: wNEW SECTION. Section 16. App~opriation. There is 

approprIated from the general fund to the department of 
justice $639,300 in fiscal year 19~2 and $837,900 in fiscal 
year 1993 to fund the continued de~elopment and operation of 
the statewide motor vehicle comput!r system. w 

35. Page 11, line 22. 
Po1lowing: -applicabilityW 
Strike: w __ terminationw 
Following: _.w 
Strike: W(l)W 

36. Page 12, line 1. 
Strike: subsection (2) in its entirety 

37. Page 12, line 3. 
Strike: -Sw 
Insert: w9-

-.-~~-"-38. Page -12, -line 5. -.;­
Strike: wSw ,,--- --.. ~~-.. -- Insertz.-wg w .. ---------- -

,'" -,-=-. ~. ~ 

-:.;=-~~~ .. ~,::::'40 ~;;Paq.:-12~--Lline 9 .. ~:.::2::.:";;;:;.;:. . .:..-. 
---~;;;,;:;;;;_...;:...i~:,;Str ilea :_::~6 ~~ :~:.~~, -- _-"- :..'-,-:'~~:;----:-" 
~,.."~~,,...;':::..""~.Insartt.;,j;,:+O~~--;.- .. ___ --_----"L._~;.,=$; .. ~o 

._- -----------~-

43. page 12, 
Insert: W(4) 12 through 14 J ire intended to be 
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March 22, 1991 
Page 15 of 15 

codified a8 an integral part of Title 61, chapter 3, part 3, 
and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 3, part 3, apply to 
[sections 12 through 14]. 

(Si [S~ction 15] is intended to be codified as an 
integral part of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, and the 
provisions of Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, apply to [section 
151." 

- -- ~ .. ,,~. - ..... ,,---~...- ~----. "' -. ,------.-----.-- .. ,~---~~--. ~ .... ---~--".~- ..... ...-
.... .....,.,,,,..;::. __ •.. _~' __ , ....... __ ._ .. "" ..... __ ..;;;....~~';:.::;.;.:.:.,;....:.;..;.;......~~;:;,.~.:.;..;;:~:.::_,_ 7;":. __ ."0> -. __ ~~ ·,;.'i-:~~~~i-.:.::::--:.;-:,..._,:::;i~.;: ;_%~·.~~,;:."..,.~·"""'~_>·_i.:;:;...._.~· ... _;:;......;...,..;_.,,:.. . 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMIT'J~EE REPORT 

March 21, 1991 

Paqe 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Bisrhways and Transportation 

report that Senate Bill 164 (third l~eadinq copy -- b1ue)-.E.! 
concurred in as amended • 

Siqned: _, ___ ~!",'-_/'_' ,,_. _' _-='~ __ '.;.::,;;/.o;~~;>~<;:~-":"~ __ _ 

Barry.' Stanq: 'fc~alrman 

Carried by: Rep. Stanq 

-;-!: :;.-' ~ ~-. 

. .... 

And, that. such amendments read: 

1. Paqe 4, line 15. 
Strike, '-and-

2. Paqe4, line 16. 
Pollowinq:e-TRANSIT­
Insert. I -,'ana-
3. Paqe ., line 17. 

_ .... _-=_,,-, "._: .' Pollowing I line 16 
-.·::':_:=-':'~=._.,_"·~In8ert,._!.(5) . ,.,motor. carrier services-, .. .:.. 

.. "-- >''-~:~:;l!':.~ t:~~: .. ::""'" ~~~'-".~' ':-'"' ... -::',:.~~-::---:-,:,,-.:- ~'-

-;.'-::·;";"::';"",-·_";·ii1:~_~~~ - J·'.·.;,·-"'·~r __ ~·" ... ~_._ '" ~ .,.-.:.:.:,_;...;;....:..:..~~ .. ::~~-;:~-..:;..;.,.",;: .. ~~~ .. "~-_. 

~'~~'----~'-"~"'-L-"':r-_ .. ::'!t''' ",' ~. '::,,-.-:-:,,~-... ,-~-,!- ':;;::"- ~-;.- '"".----_-:-~~-.~ .. 
,-'I'"' j t __ • '#1' 

-:~:~?:~;:::~~~s-:;r·~~:".::~·:2;:~?:;.>;;~~~~:· -':"'~",~,,:" ::=~~ ~:!,,?,,-, 

"'('~:~':~.!? .Be.....,. ~te:]t'''':''''*.-":~r-~~..,,:..~_:..;:':'~7:~-.~;-~,.:;.: :;!,!-.- ,.:- -=:;;':'~"'6.~:;:;'._:~ '<~ ... ,' -:." •• , 

----.. ..... ' .... ,--

._. __ '" ..... ___ .. ~_, _---.,_-"_~ ,,,"_,~_~,_ ......... __ ~h __ 

~ .t; •. ;:--:~..;.-~.~~~,~"'i""-:..:' --,.~'.;t"-~,\.,.;1-';-~~~.5-.'il~-~;;"~ 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 21, 1991 

Page 1 of 2 

Mr. Speakert We, the committee on Highways and Transportation 

report that Senate Bill 178 (third reading copy -- blue) be 

concurred in as amended • 
. .. 1'1 ,-

Signed: ____ ~.-·~?~,:-~~-~·--~,-~f-<~>~~;~,~.~~,~~---
B~lTY ,Sta~::-chalrman 

. ' '-

Carried by. Rep". W8nZenried 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 5. 
Following: -CONFORM-
Strikes -THE-
Insert: -CER~AIN-

. " 

2. Title, line 9. 
Following: -COM8IN~IONS,-
Insert: -TO REQUIRE A STUDY OF TURNPIKE DOUBLES,-

3. Paqe 1, ·-line. 12throuqh '25 ;... .._- .­
'.',. Pollowingl'linell' '. ' -"':';~;~':'':,'':J;::' ~~~,.;-~' ~.,- .. ; •• -

.. , .. , -Strike': Statement'of Int.nt·:ln'~it8 antlrety~-'--~ 
'''.. ~ -----~~.~ ._ ..... ;.-. .~.;_" •. ~-.'l.. ___ " ~ • 

. _---_ .. -. __ ._---, ----- ._---
. 4. Paqe 2, lin •• ·18 and 19.-,cc--','""'n '·.,·ee"'" -.. ' -.-~" '.'~--~ 

--. -._-,:.:rcillOwiD9i-.· .. comb1natLOna·~~r!ii8f8 _ .. 'h~ ____ '_"'<_ '''-''"''''~'''- .~."'*'--"'--"".'''.-~_,''--
Strike: remaincler of line ·18·throuqh-doUbl.,- on lin8'19 --~~2!-",~ 

-. - - ~ • __ , .-_.; ,- ·c •• -·=-;~::~.-.~,_ "'~~-'~~ '~. ;'--~--'-'-..;;;;...-wr: -> ......... "*-~,.:*-=..: ,.; _ -. 'w_.' _" __ ~, .-. -~- .... = .. ~:~<;:...-_=~ . .<;J_"- -

.. ',.", 5 •.... Paqa '. i ,'~1ines ::22.,throuqtL~4~:: -.~:,~- .. -...c.;;-;.~-.;;;r ~ .•. ==:::.:";.~,;",:-.. ~;~;;;;;:,-",~::":;.~~::. ".:'::': 
. ,_ Strike I :-_.8ub.ection(e). ;:1n c·'it: • .rent1ret:y ~: :~~::;''i;:;~:.-~~._- .-:~ . . _.,, __ 

~ .~ . ~: . .-.-,\.J.;~=-~~.,"-:-;;~;.,';:;-:: .. -"-:;. -- :;.:-~"- .. ------.-. -.~, 
~._ .• _·_._. _____ 'O'"· .... __ • ______ ......... , ,_""~~"'" """"_ _~.:;;'!':.~.~~~':"'~~':.~~.~---"'.,.-- ~. _~ __ , ..... , __ .. 

.. ··-,o·"'"'-·6:;--paqf'-"6~11ne~25:=:":"--~·if- - - ,,, •. -"""..,.., ";,-"""'---==-=;,,:'~':-''''"'~ ... '=",;;:-,,,,,,,=-

.·2;'~~:~b:~:~t_~~~~~=-~1~~~iT~-h~ .. 
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8. Page 7, lines 10 through 15. 
Following: .. ~ .. on line 10 

March 21, 1991 
Page 2 of 2 

Strike: remainder of line 10 through • (IS) (d) ." on line 15 
Insert: ., except a truck-trailer-traiL,r or a truck tractor-

semi trai1er-trailer-trailer combiniltion, for travel only on 
highways that are part of the fedel~al-aid interstate system, 
as defined in 60-1-103, or on otheJ~ highways within a 2-mile 
radius of an interchanqe on the ini:.erstate system in order 
to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a 
terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the 
department may authorize travel be1!:ween the terminal and the 
interchange. The fee for this penmit is $125.· 

9. Page 8, line 19. 
Following: "'w_ ••• haR!.,-
Insert: -When a terminal is beyond a 2-Jaile radius, the 

department may authorize travel be1~een the terminal and the 
interchange." 

10. Page 9, line 25. 
Following: line 24 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. ·Section 4. Turnpike doubles -- study. 

(1) The department of highways shull conduct a study over 
the next 2 years oft 

(a) all interchanges in Mont,ma and the ability of the 
interchange. to accommodate twin 4!;s as turnpike doubles, 

(b) the impact on highways o~e permitting twin 45s as 
turnpike doubles, 

(c) terminal positions to in1:erchanqes, and. _ . 
(d) the concept of permittin~J twin 458 as turnpike 

doubles.·--·· ---- .. ---.. ----.-----.--- ... ------ .. --.. ---... ---.-.. ------.. ---.-~--.-.--. 

(2) The depar1:ment of highwa~r8 shall report its'· 
findinq of the study to the 53rd lflqislatura." 

.....••.. _ ... -.-...... ---_._-
~ ... ~ '>-.- .••. "~ ,~. -.-_- - .. __ ,,~ • .;;:.<,.,...;:;..:.._ •. ~,.". ... ..;7~~~~'.i..;>~.·,. __ ,:~:-.~~~ 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE __ REPORT 

J - 2 f- // 

~. j"'-;f.r 
T~~ '-.-'" .J. 

March 21, 1991 

Page 1 of 2 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Highways and Transportation 

report that Senate Bill 191 (third reading copy -- blue) be 

concurred in as amended • ,.' 

Carried by: Rep. St~ppler 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 12. 
Following: ·PURPOSE,· 
Insert: ·PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF 

RECErvING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF QUALIFIED, AN 
EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE,· 

2. Page 22, line 9. 
Following: ·-DV·· 
Insart: ·or the bandicapped license plate provided tor in 61-3-

445-

. -3. ··Page 22, line-·14.,··-" -" . --.----.. -". 
Followings ·chapter.·, " , . 
. Iniert·i-.· !A-dIsabled veter'an--Who---meeta --the requirements' for ______ d 

issuance of a -OV- license plata and who also qualifies for 
·'the issuance of an 8x';'prisoner of war license plate may 

" .... obtainthe ex-prisoner. of"ar license plate upon payment of 
_the same $5_fee.~ .•. :~.~. . _____ . 

"·4.···Page 41, line 11 'throuqhpaqe '45, line 10. 
··.,~Strlket=·section 15' in "its entirety " 
··-Inaert:···SectioiClS;--Section--:-61;';'6-302, MeA, ia amended to read: 

--·:-:-::-c.c~-:·~o,:·61"'6-J02~:-~-Proot ~'of¢ompliance-~ -(1) "e.,e· ••• "a-,,' ••• la- --- -
__ .,.,.,.. ... "'" - ...... 8"iol\(2) ,1s.feN ,.8ftY w •• ,11:8aet , •• ,-, •• a,_ee ..•• ,'.ee".J.i • .:.-~~:c-=-.:.~.~ ~ . 
- '" '''iimoter ""'81. m.y ~e ao,' ell •• "iiaant _.t a."eily te ella ae.,,",,:· 

--~:·-;.;?:."~.a ..... _~t! lIe'e ........ __ t!em.lsl:l. l!aJd.l!ty 'II ..... " •• :::::.::· 
~poli.y, ••• ~":f:.:f:e.ee e ••• ll.a ... ".fte., ." a , •• e •• ia •••• i .. y 

'--),011 •. e~ th.t! h. l- .l!,llsl. fe. aft .... e'ea all... '1 '.303 
.eue .. ift, Nt. mete .. wetsl.l.,' •••• "elti •• e'ea aha11"'. ell. Ie .. 
, •• s •• 11s •• Isy the •• p."e..ae, ~e •••• "~.R .. M.Y , .... '.t.ly 
ean •• l the .. e,ieeeatieR aft. li.eBee platee ef efte vehie1e .. peR 
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March 21, 199]. 
Page 2 of 2 

ftetifieatien that the ifts~.aftee es~ellis.'isR 'Ia. Rae QQrreQtly 

igl:::i~~gg·e~.ftPti::~a~: =:i~i't=:~l~ i:e;=t2:y':is
:newe.ft 

ialsiiiee~ieft ee 4~efterieies, p~ieR4ele a8 ~.e7iaea iA ;; i .Q~. 

{2) Aft applieaftt fer .e9ietrat*eft sf a mete. ~eRie*8 wAs 
wishes te re!ister tfte ¥ehle1e ey mail l~.t S19ft a state.eftt sa 
efta app11eat1eft 8tat1ft, that the applle~t 1. 1ft eempliaftee with 
the fiftane1al liaeiltty rs~iremsftt. sf '1 , 391. 

+at An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain the 
insurance or bond required under 61-6-301 or whose certificate of~ 
self-insurance is canceled or whose vehrcle ceases to be exempt 
under 61-6-303 shall immediately surrender the registration and 
lIcense plates for the vehicle to the c1:)unty treasurer for 
delivery to the department and may not ~::>perate or permit 
operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has again 
been furnished as required and the vehi~:le is aqain registered 
and licensed. 

~(2) E~e.y A person shall carry in a motor vehicle being 
operated by him an insurance card appro'lred by the department but 
issued by the insurance carrier to the IDotor vehicle owner as 
proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A mo'tor vehicle operator shall 
exhibit the insurance card upon demand Ilf a justice of the peace, 
a city or muniCipal judge, a peace offi,:er, a highway patrol 
officer, or a field deputy or inspector of the department. 
Ra"a""8ar» Re A person charqed with viola't:inq thia subsection may 
not be convicted if he produces in cour't: or the office ot the 
arresting officer proof of insurance va.Lid at the time of hi. 
arrest."" 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 21, 1991 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker, 

report that 

We, the committee on Highways and TransEortation 

Senate Bill 273 (third reading copy -- blue) be 
concurred in as amended • 

,~ 'i 

Siqned: ______ ~-_-~~-'-~:~~·J~7~' ~ __ -----~~0~.,·~~,~~-·-----
(_ / Ba·rry.StanEJ, Chairman 

• • f 

i 
Carried by: Rep. Larson 

; 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Page 4, lines 5 and 6. 
Following: "trucks· on line 5 
Strike: remaInder of line 5 through "chips,· on line 6 

2. Page 4, line 7. 
Strike: "61-10-107, must" 
Insert: "sUbsectIon (2), may· 

""-
-"";,,;- .... ";':;"";':,-""',,,', 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 21, 1991 

Page 1 at 1 

Mr. Speaker: 
report that 

We, the committee on Highways and Transportation 
Senate Bill 318 (third reading copy -- blue) be 

concurred in as amended • 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 10. 
Followinq: -FEE,-

.( 

Insert: -PROVIDING THAT A PORTION OF THE FEE PROCEEDS BE 
EARMARKED FOR STATE PARKS,-

2. Page 4, line 12. 
Following: -parks.-
Insert: -The funds may be used only for the operation, 

development, and maintenance of the state park system.-

3. Page 5, line 25 • 
. _--- Pollowinq: line 24··· r ._-_ •• _ •••••••.•• --•• 

In.ert: -NEW SECTION. Section 9. Coordination instruction. If 

, 

-- .-.-.- -.···Senate Blil No. 41Sia ·pa •• ed and approved and 'if '1t-- 0 _._--_ •••• ~.-:: 

includes a'fee on campera, th.n [section 4 of this act), 
amending 61-3-524, is amended as tallows: 

(1) the fee assessed in 61-3-524(2) i8 r.duc.d .o~rolll .=.~ .. __ 
$3.50 to $1, and ..... 

(2) 61-3-524(4) as it appears in [this act] i8 vOid.~-
and 61-3-524 (4) is amended to read, -"0- ...... -"'~''"'"'~'"",-,",,",, 

. - (4) The county treasur.r shall d.poaitthe ·f..··-·,'!"'..,~,..,.·-·~-· 
collect.d under subsection (2) in the 'county qen.r.l~fund.~·· ~~~~ . 

.. '--. -. ·:--Renumbe.r I subsequents.ctions·~·· ··-:::;;-:·:::~"'c··,,;;:·m:~:: • .,-;5,:=-:~~:=.~£~~~: 
'.- "",",::", ••• " "--'''~''-'''~'_:'. "c~ -_,_,_ 

",~,--~-,----~"", . -_ ... 
. ,_.~~",-c"",-'," ... ~." .• -~:;':~- •• ft."; .:j' ",;:.~~~~t~~Ei5F~~~-:'#7·:,,:,~ 

- .n .~ • ..:: .:.-- .:':"-~ • :;".- ~ - -::""2 ·.~~',~;;.:::~"-:~n~:::s!~':~.~,;<:,,~,~·:''':.';~ 
- "-' 
-~~---.... -.. _--:: .~--~=:--~~ -':"-

-',' 
~ -~- -- .-:::""':~_'":;~:;-'" ~- . •• ,-r,-" ....... --... ~ 
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52nd Legislature 

1 HOUSE BILL NO. 579 

2 
@ 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, MCCAFFREE, STANG, WHALEN, KEATING, ~ 
~-n-r_ 11' 

3 HARDING HARP O 'K .... -,.,,- G--ND- ..... ~ .......... , '"' B"l"Ir.n.~ ,...."TT"T ~. -, , LL~ L, rt..L 1:.,;:, V .rI.I..LL\., l..J. .rI.VW~.'" ...,=_ ........ , \.;:/' 

MADISON, NATHE ~~: 
.. it' 

~ _/;,:; -"/'/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE ~ 

4 

5 

6 

7 MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS; INCREASING THE NUMBER OF REGISTRATION? 
# 

8 PERIODS FROM 10 TO 12; PROVIDING FOR MAIL RENEWAL CARDS FOR 

9 LIGHT VEHICLES, MOTOR HOMES, CAMPERS, TRAVEL TRAILERS, 

10 BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, MOTORCYCLES, QUADRICYCLES, 
. ~ '6n ~~~~'7' t 
REQUIRING~ ~ MAIL RENEWAL CARDS 11 OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES; 

12 CON'i'J\ni liM C05Im!; REQUIRING THAT ALL TAXES AND FEES BE 

13 PAID BEFORE A 60-DAY STICKER MAY BE ISSUED; PROVIDING THAT 

14 ALL STATUTES AFFECTING MOTOR VEHICLES BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 

15 OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR; PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 

16 STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEES 

17 FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY 

18 VEHICLES TO IMPLEMENT THE STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; 

19 ESTABLISHING A COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER COMMITTEE; 

20 APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER 

21 COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 1-2-201, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 

22 61-3-202, 61-3-314, 61-3-342, 61-3-503, AND 61-3-535, MCA; 

23 AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AN APPLICABILITY PROV!SION, 

24 AND A TERMINATION DATE." 

25 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

grants additional rulemaking - ... '-""'--.: '-." -­a.u.'-UVI.~'-:t ... '" the department 

4 of justice. The department shall adopt rules to develop a 

5 procedure for the registration or reregistration of motor 

6 vehicles, boats, snowmobiles, travel trailers, campers, 

7 motor homes, and off-highway vehicles. The department shall 

8 create a users' advisory group to assist the department in 

9 creating and operating a county motor vehicle computer 

10 system to be used jointly by the department and county 

11 treasurers and their employees. The department shall make 

12 policy decisions necessary to develop and implement the 

13 computer system jointly with the users' advisory group. The 

14 department may not adopt a computer system or make changes 

15 to the computer system without approval by the users' 

16 advisory group. 

17 

18 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

19 

20 

Section 1. Section 1-2-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-2-201. Statutes -- effective date. (1) (a)' Except as 

21 provided in subsection (l)(b) or (l)(c), E~e~y every statute 

22 adopted after January 1, 1981, exce~~-~"o~e-~"~~-~~ov~ae-£o~ 

23 ~pp~o~~~e~~on--by--~"e--~e;~~~~~tt~e--o~--pttb~±e--£ttne~-~o~-~ 

24 Pttb%±C-ptt~~O~e7 takes effect on the first day of October 

25 following its passage and approval unless a different time 
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1 is prescribed therein. 

2 l£l Every statute providing for appropriation 

3 ~pee~~~ea--~n--en~~-~~h~eee±on by the legislat~=e for public 

4 funds for a public purpose takes effect on the first day of 

5 July following its passage and approval unless a different 

6 time is prescribed therein. 

7 

8 

ill Every 

imposition of 

statute providing for taxation or the 

a fee on motor vehicles takes effect on the 

9 first day of January following its passage and approval 

10 unless a different time is prescribed therein. 

11 (2) "Passage", as used in subsection (1), means the 

12 enactment into law of a bill which has passed the 

13 legislature either with or without the approval of the 

14 governor, as provided in the constitution." 

15 SECTION 2. SECTION 61-3-101, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

16 "61-3-101. Duties of department records. (1) The 

17 department shall keep a record as hereinafter specified of 

18 all motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers of every 

19 kind, and of certificates of registration and ownership 

20 thereof, and of all manufacturers and dealers in motor 

21 vehicles. 

22 (2) ~n--ene--e~~e--o~--moeo~--~en±e:e~7--e~~~:e~~7--~nd 

23 ~em±e~a~:e~~7-ene The record ~n~:: must show the following: 

24 (a) name of owner, residence address by street or rural 

25 route, townL and county, and btt~±ne~~--~dd~e~~ mailing 
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1 address if different than residence address; 

2 (b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

3 mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

4 or lien; 

(c) manufacturer of car; 5 

6 (d) manufacturer's designation of style of car or 

7 vehicle; 

(e) identifying number; 

(f) year of manufacture; 

8 

9 

10 (g) character of motive power and shipping weight of 

11 car as shown by the manufacturer; 

12 (h) the distinctive license number assigned to the 

13 vehicle; 

14 (i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity 

15 or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate; 

16 (j). such other information as may from time to time be 

17 found desirable. 

18 (3) The department shall file applications for 

19 registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

20 the state and register the vehicles ~he~e±ft--desc~±bed and 

21 the vehicle owners ~he~eo~ ±"-~~±tab~e-boo~s-o~-o"-±ftdex 

22 ea~ds7 as follows: 

23 (a) under the distinctive license number assigned to 

24 the vehicle by the county treasurer; 

25 (b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 
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1 (c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

2 the vehicle; 

3 (d) such other index of registration as the department 

4 considers expedient. 

5 (4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

6 driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

7 electronic recording and storage media. 

8 

9 

(5) In the case of dealers, the records shall show the 

information contained in the application for dealer's 

10 license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 

11 the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

12 

13 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, regardless of any other statutory 

14 requirements, the department ~"a~~-"a~e-~he-a~~"o~±~y-and-±~ 

15 ~"a~~-be-±~~-d~~y-~o may destroy all records and files W"±c" 

16 "a~e--eea~ed-~o-be-o~-any-~a~~e that relate to vehicles that 

17 have not been registered within the oreceding 4 years and 

18 that do not have an active lien. 

19 t7t--~"e---de~a~~men~---may--e~~ab~±~"--and--ma±n~a±n--a 

20 ~"o~~-wa~e-~ad±o-~~a~±on-±n-o~de~-~o--~e~o~~--mo~o~--~e"±e~e 

21 ~eg±~~~a~±on-±n~o~mae±on-~o-ehe-h±;hwa1-~a~~e=7-~e-~he~±!~~7 

22 and-~o-~"e-c"±e~~-o~-~o~±ce-o~-eac"-±neo~~o~a~ed-c±~y-o~-~"e 

23 ~~a~e-w"o-a~e-ab~e-~o-cemmtl~±ca~e-w±~h-~tlch-~ho~~-wa~e-~ad±o 

25 tat1ll All records shall be open to inspection during 
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1 all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

2 furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

3 applicant of the cost -~ e~e~~e~~:b±~; the information V.I.. 

4 requested. Prior to Eroviding the information, the 

5 deEartment may require the applicant to Erovide 

6 identification." 

7 SECTION 3. SECTION 61-3-201, MC~~, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

8 "61-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

9 erroneous certificate of ownership or registration. (1) Upon 

10 a transfer of any interest in a mc)tor vehicle registered 

11 under the provisions of this chapter, the person whose 

12 interest is to be transferred shall write his signature with 

13 pen and ink upon the certificate of ownership issued for the 

14 vehicle in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

15 side of the certificate, and the signature must be 

16 acknowledged before the county treasurer, a deputy county 

17 treasurer, an elected official authorized to acknowledge 

18 signatures, an emEloyee of the dE!Eartment, or a notary 

19 public. 

20 (2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

21 transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

22 ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

23 61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 

24 the information required under 61-3-202, to the county 

25 treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 
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not issue a certificate of ownership or 

registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 

17 certificate of ownership is returned by the department to 

18 

19 

the county treasurer, 

certificate of ownership 

20 registered. 

the treasurer shall hold the 

until the vehicle is properly 

21 (3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

22 any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

23 or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

24 sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

25 terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 
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1 than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

2 is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

3 trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

4 interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

5 forward to the department an application for a certificate 

6 of ownership in the form required for an original 

7 application for a certificate of ownership, together with a 

8 verified or certified statement of the transfer of interest. 

9 The statement must set forth the reason for the involuntary 

10 transfer, the interest transferred, the name of the person 

11 to whom the interest is to be transferred, the process of 

12 procedure effecting the transfer, and other information 

13 requested by the department. Evidence and instruments 

14 otherwise required by law to effect a transfer of legal or 

15 equitable title to or an interest in chattels as may be 

16 required in such cases must be .Eurnished with the statement. 

17 If the department is satisfied that the transfer is regular 

18 and that all formalities required by law have been complied 

19 with, it shall send to the owner, conditional sales vendor, 

20 lessor, mortgagee, and other lienor, as shown by its 

21 records, notice of the intended transfer and, not less than 

22 5 days after sending notice, shall issue a new certificate 

23 of ownership and certificate of registration to the 

24 transferee. The notice required by this section is complied 

25 with by deposit in the pose-o~£±ee-±n-eee~--~odge7--Mone~n~7 
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1 U.S. mail of the notice, postage prepaid, addressed to the 

2 person at the respective address shown on its records. 

3 (4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

4 involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

5 the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

6 for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

7 registration but the department need not send notice of 

8 intended transfer and shall issue a new certificate of 

9 ownership and a new certificate of registration to the 

10 person entitled to them. 

11 (5) (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles, 

12 trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under 

13 this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

14 dies without leaving other property necessitating the 

15 procuring of letters of administration or letters 

16 testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

17 property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

18 of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 

19 certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

20 (b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

21 ownership shall file an affidavit with the department 

22 setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and 

23 address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary 

24 under subsection (5)(a) to entitle the affiant to a 

25 transfer. 
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(c) The department is authorized 
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to 

of 
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transfer the 

registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (5)(a) of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 

be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is valid until 

18 canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest 

19 shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

20 (8) (a) Upon its determination that a certificate of 

21 ownership or a registration receipt contains an error e~tt~ed 

22 b!-eae-de~~~emene, or the applicant has paid the reguired 

23 fees and taxes with an insufficient funds check, and the 

24 department has been notified of that fact by the county 

25 attorney, the department may cancel the certificate of 
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1 ownership or receipt and in the case of an error issue a 

2 replacement for the erroneous certificate or receipt if the 

3 owner has returned the certificate _o_r ___ r_e_c_e~~_:p~t be 

4 canceled. If the owner fails to return to the department the 

5 certificate of ownership or the registration receipt, the 

6 department shall direct a peace officer or department 

7 employee to secure and return the certificate or receipt to 

8 the department. 

9 (b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

10 ownership or registration receipt ±~~tted-w±~h containing an 

11 error e~tt~ed--by--~he--dep~~~me~~ or one which has been 

12 canceled by the department due to an insufficient funds 

13 check as provided in subsection (8)(a) after receiving 

14 actual notice of the department's demand for the return of 

15 the certificate or receipt as required by subsection (8)(a) 

16 is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be fined 

17 an amount not to exceed $500." 

18 SECTION 4. SECTION 61-3-202, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

19 "61-3-202. Certificate of ownership issuance 

20 contents joint ownership. (1) Upon completion of the 

21 application for certificate of ownership, on forms furnished 

22 by the department, the county treasurer shall forward one 

23 copy of the application to the department, which shall enter 

24 the information contained in the application upon the 

25 corresponding records of its office and, except as provided 
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1 in 61-3-103(1) and 61-3-201(2) concerning applications by 

2 creditors or secured parties, shall furnish the applicant a 

3 certificate of ownership subject to the provisions of 

4 61-3-103. 

5 (2) The certificate of ownership shall contain upon the 

6 face thereof: 

(a) the date issued; 7 

8 (b) the name and eom~~e~e mailing and residence address 

9 of the owner or the names and addresses of joint owners; 

10 (c) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and 

11 complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

12 interest in the registered vehicle; 

13 (d) a description of the registered vehicle, including 

14 the year built and serial number; 

15 (e) except as provided in 61-3-103, the filing date of 

16 any lien against such motor vehicle; and 

17 (f) such other statement of facts as may be determined 

18 by the department. 

19 (3) When the names and addresses of more than one owner 

20 who are members of the same immediate family are listed on 

21 the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with right of 

22 survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. 

23 (4) Upon receipt of the application, the department 

24 shall recheck the application. If there is any error in the 

25 application it may be returned to the owner or to the county 
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1 treasurer to effectively secure the correction of such 

2 error, who shall return the same to the department. 

3 (5) The certificate of ownership shall contain a notice 

4 to the department of a transfer of interest of the owner and 

5 such other statements as may be determined by the 

6 department. II 

7 

8 

Section 5. Section 61-3-314, MeA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-314. Registration period. (1) Notwithstanding any 

9 other provisions of this title regarding the registration of 

10 motor vehicles, eommeae~a~-~aatta~1--~7--~9~67 all vehicles 

11 subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 shall 

12 be registered for 12-month periods based upon the time they 

13 are first registered in this state pursuant to 61-3-313 

14 through 61-3-316. 

15 (2) There shall be eea 12 registra,tion per iods, each of 

16 which shall commence on the first day of a calendar month. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

The periods are designated as follows: 

(a) January 1 through January 31 

(b) February 1 through February 28/29 

(c) March 1 through March 31 

(d) April 1 through April 30 

(e) May 1 through May 31 

( f) June 1 through June 30 

(g) July 1 through July 31 

(h) August 1 through August 31 

-13-
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( i) September 1 through September 30 9th period 

( j ) October 1 through October 31 10th period 

( k ~ November 1 through November 30 11th Eeriod 

( I} December 1 through December 31 12th Eeriod 

+3t--Po~-~tt~~ose~--o£--6:-3-3:3--~h~ott~h--6:-3-3:67--~he 

6 ~e~±od--Ne~embe~--:--~h~ott~h-Ne~embe~-3a-sha::-be-~ons±de~ed 

7 ~he-:a~h-~e~±od-~~e~ed±n~-and-~he-~e~±od-ee~embe~-:--~h~ott~h 

8 ee~embe~-3:-sha::-be-~on~±de~ed-~he-£±~~~-~e~±od-o~-~he-!ea~ 

9 ~o::ow±n~";"11 

10 

11 

Section 6. Section 61-3-342, MeA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-342. Temporary window sticker. ill Any purchaser 

12 of a motor vehicle who is unable to ob~a±n--:±een~e--~:a~es 

13 ~~om--~he--~ottn~!--~~eastt~e~ FULLY COMPLETE THE PROCESS OF 

14 

15 

APPLYING FOR A MONTANA TITLE at the time he makes 

application for registration or reregistration of the 

16 vehicle because the certificate of ownership is lost, in the 

17 possession of third parties, or in the process of reissuance 

18 in this state or elsewhere may, upon making affidavit to 

19 that effect upon a form prescribed by the department and 

20 upon the payment of a all aEplicable fees and taxes, plus an 

21 additional fee of $2 to be collected by the county treasurer 

22 and remitted to the department, obtain from the county 

23 treasurer of the county in which the vehicle is to be 

24 registered a temporary window sticker of such size, color, 

25 and design as the department may prescribe, to be validated 
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1 by the county treasurer for a period of 60 days from the 

2 date of issuance. The purchaser, upon displaying the sticker 

3 on the upper left-hand corner of the rear window of the 

4 motor vehicle, may operate the vehicle during the period for 

5 which the window sticker has been validated without 

6 displaying· the registration certificate or number plates or 

7 plate for the current year. The county treasurer may not 

8 sell, and no person may purchase, more than one 60-day 

9 temporary window sticker for any vehicle, the ownership of 

10 which has not changed since the issuance of the previous 

11 60-day window sticker. 

12 (2) A VEHICLE FOR waICH AN APPLICATION FOR TITLE CAN 

13 NOT BE COMPLETED MAY NOT BE REGISTERED BY THE COUNTY 

14 TREASURER NOR MAY LICENSE PLATES FOR THE VEHICLE BE ISSUED 

15 BY THE COUNTY TREASURER UNTIL THE COMPLETED CERTIFICATE OF 

16 OWNERSHIP OR APPLICATION FOR TITLE IS PRESENTED FOR THE 

17 PL~POSE OF T~~SFE~~ING OWNERSHIP. 

18 

19 

(3) IN THE EVENT ANY UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCE PREVENTS THE 

OWNER OF A VEHICLE REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION FROM 

20 PRESENTING THE CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP WITHIN THE 60 DAY 

21 PERIOD PERMITTED UNDER SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION, THE 

22 OWNER MAY APPLY TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION FOR AN 

23 EXTENDED TEMPORARY WINDOW SICKER ON AN APPLICATION FORM 

24 PROVIDED BY THE DIVISION, waICH MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE 

25 TITLE APPLICATION. 
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1 (4) UPON RECEIPT OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN EXTENDED 

2 WINDOW STICKER AND TITLE AS DESIGNATED IN SUBSECTION (3), 

3 THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION ~~y ISSUE AN EXTENDED TEMPORARY 

4 WINDOW STICKER, VALID FOR AN ADDITIONAL 60 DAYS UPON PAYMENT 

5 OF A FEE OF $10 WHICH SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL 

6 FUND. AT THE END OF THE EXTENDED 60 DAY PERIOD OR IN THE 

7 EVENT THE REQUEST FOR EXTENSION IS REJECTED BY THE 

8 DEPARTMENT FOR CAUSE, THE OWNER MAY OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF 

9 OWNERSHIP BY THE METHOD PROVIDED IN 61-3-208." 

10 

11 

SECTION 7. SECTION 61-3-503, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61.-3-503. (Temporary) Assessment. ( 1) Except as 

12 provided in 61-3-520 and subsection (2) of this section, the 

13 following apply to the taxation of motor vehicles: 

14 (a) Except as provided in subsections (l}(c) through 

15 (l)(e), a person who files an application for registration 

16 or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing the 

17 application with the county treasurer submit the application 

18 to the county assessor. The county assessor shall enter on 

19 the application in a space to be provided for that purpose 

20 the market value and taxable value of the vehicle as of 

21 January 1 of the year for which the application for 

22 registration is made. 

23 (b) Except as provided in subsection (l)(c), motor 

24 vehicles are assessed for taxes on January 1 in each year 

25 irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 
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1 other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

2 whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

3 within the state. A motor vehicle is not subject to 

4 assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in each year. 

5 (c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

6 through 61-3-316 ~h~zz must be assessed as of the first day 

7 of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

8 wholesale value as of January 1 of the year of assessment of 

9 the vehicle as contained in the most recent volume of the 

10 Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

11 Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 

12 Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

13 Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

14 appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue, or, 

15 for a vehicle that was never listed in any edition of the 

16 preceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 

17 determined by the county assessor, and thereafter 

~8 depreciated ~O% per year until a value of $500 is reached, 

19 not including additions or deductions for options and 

20 mileage but including additions or deductions, whether or 

21 not one of the preceding guides is used, for diesel engines; 

22 and a lien for taxes and fees due on the vehicle shall occur 

23 on the anniversary date of the registration and shall 

24 continue until the fees and taxes have been paid. If the 

25 value shown in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 
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section is less than $500, the department shall value the 

vehicle at $500. 

(d) Motorcycles and quadricycles ~he~~ 

assessed, using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250; or 

must be 

6 (ii) the average trade-in or 'wholesale value as of 

7 January 1 of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

8 contained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

9 National Edition of the N.A.D.A. Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

10 

11 

12 

Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Gu ide, .;::;o..::r_..:a;;.;;.n.:.;;o:;,..t;;;;:h:;:.;e::.;r~~n;::a..::t..::i..:o..;;.;n;.;:a;.;:l;;;;:l~y'---....IplO:..u;::b=l..::i..::s:..:.h:...:e:...:d~....;u::.;s=-e::;.d~--.,;.v..:e..;;.;h:...:i:...:c:...:l;;.;e~_o~r 

appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue, not 

13 including additions or deductions for options and mileage. 

14 (e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) or 

15 (l)(d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 

16 guide or other approved guide, the department of revenue or 

17 its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

18 price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

19 manufacturer's suggested list price, using the following 

,20 methods: 

21 (i) if the new car sales tax has been previously paid 

22 and the vehicle is less than 1 year in age, the depreciation 

23 percentage shall be 20%; or 

24 (ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

25 not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 
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1 section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

2 depreciation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

3 or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides or other 

4 approved guides referred to in this subsection. For purposes 

5 of this subsection (1), the age of the vehicle is determined 

6 by subtracting the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 

7 from the calendar year of assessment. 

8 (f) When a minimum value of $500 is reached, the value 

9 shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 

10 registered. 

11 (g) If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 

12 listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide or other approved 

13 guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

14 value of the vehicle at the rate of 10% a year until a 

15 minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

16 remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

17 (2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through (l)(g) 

18 do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, campers, or 

19 mobile homes as defined in 15~1-101(1). (Terminates December 

20 31, 1993--sec. 11, Ch. 525, L. 1989.) 

21 61-3-503. (Effective January 1, 1994) Assessment. (1) 

22 Except as provided in subsection (2), the following apply to 

23 the taxation of motor vehicles: 

24 (a) Except as provided in subsections (l)(c) through 

25 (l)(e), a person who files an application for registration 
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1 or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing 

2 such application with the county treasurer submit the 

3 application to the county assessor. The county assessor 

4 shall enter on the application in a space to be provided for 

5 that purpose the market value and taxable value of the 

6 vehicle as of January 1 of the year for which the 

7 application for registration is made. 

8 (b) Except as provided in subsection (l)(c), motor 

9 vehicles are assessed for taxes on January 1 in each year 

10 irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 

11 other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

12 whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

13 within the state. In no event may any motor vehicle be 

14 subject to assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in 

15 each year. 

16 (c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

17 through 61-3-316 ~h~~~ must be assessed as of the first day 

18 of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

19 wholesale value as of January 1. of the year of assessment of 

20 the vehicle as contained in the most recent volume of the 

21 Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

22 Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 

23 Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

24 Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

25 appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue, or, 
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1 for a vehicle that was never listed in any edition of the 

2 preceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 

determined by the county assessor, and thereafter 

4 depreciated 10% per year until a value of $500 is reached, 

5 not including additions or deductions for options and 

6 mileage but including additions or deductions, whether or 

7 not one of the preceding guides is used, for diesel engines; 

8 and a lien for taxes and fees due on the vehicle shall occur 

9 on the anniversary date of the registration and shall 

10 continue until the fees ·and taxes have been paid. If the 

11 value shown in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

12 section is less than $500, the department shall value the 

13 vehicle at $500. 

14 (d) Motorcycles and quadricycles shall be assessed, 

15 using the greater of the following: 

16 (i) $250; or 

17 (ii) the average trade-in or wholesale value as of 

18 January 1 of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

19 contained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

20 National Edition of the N.A.D.A. Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

21 Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

22 Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

23 appraisal guide aoproved by the deoartment of revenue, not 

24 including additions or deductions for. options and mileage. 

25 (e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) or 
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1 (l)(d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 

2 guide or other approved guide, the department of revenue or 

3 its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

4 price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

5 manufacturer's suggested list price, using the following 

6 methods: 

7 (i) if the new car sales tax has been previously paid 

8 and the vehicle is less than 1 year in age, the depreciation 

9 percentage shall be 20%; or 

10 (ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

11 not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

12 section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

13 depreciation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

14 or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides or other 

15 approved guide referred to in this subsection. For purposes 

16 of this subsection (1), the age of the vehicle is determined 

17 by subtracting the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 

18 from the calendar year of assessment. 

19 (f) When a minimum value of $500 is reached, the value 

20 shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 

21 registered. 

22 (g) If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 

23 listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide or other aporoved 

24 guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

25 value of the vehicle at the rate of 10% a year until a 
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1 minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

2 remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

3 (2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through (l)(g)· 

4 do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, campers, or 

5 mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1)." 

6 Section 8. Section 61-3-535, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "61-3-535. Vehicle reregistration by mail -- renewal 

8 cards and reregistration notice by mail. (1) ~he--aeper~men~ 

9 ~he~~--perm±~-~he-rere9±~~re~±on-o~ An EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 

10 SUBSECTION (2), AN owner of the following types of motor 

11 vehicles may reregister by mail: 

12 ~ light vehicles, motorcycles, guadricycles, and 

13 other vehicles subject to tax under 61-3-504(2) w±~h--~he 

14 eo~n~1--~ree~~rer--b1-me±~-e~-~he-op~±on-o~-~he-owner-o~-~he 

15 ~eh±e~e~; and 

16 (b) travel trailers, campers, and motor homes subject 

17 to a fee in lieu of tax under 61-3-521. 

18 ill The option to reregister by mail need only be made 

19 available for vehicles registered at the close of the 

20 expiring registration period in the name of the applicant 

21 for reregistration AND ONLY IF THE VALUE, AGE, LENGTH, OR 

22 OTHER CRITERIA USED TO DETERMINE THE TAX OR FEE IS AVAILABLE 

23 TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

24 (3) The deoartment shall develop a pro6edure to 

25 facilitate the reregistration by mail of the vehicles listed 
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1 in subsection (1). The mail reregistration procedure 

2 developed by the department must erev±de-£e~-e-ber--eede--eft 

6 FACILITATE AUTOMATED HANDLING OF MAIL REREGISTRATION OR 

7 

r~\ : 
~t;~ 0'210 
. ( .. :~ 
fgl~1P 11 

12 

13 

RECERTIFICATION. 

t%tl!l The form to be returned to the county treasurer 

by the applicant, with the appropriate tax and fees, is to 

contain a statement7--~e--be--~~b~e~±bed--~e--by THAT the 

applicant7-~~e~±ftg IS IN compliance with the financial 

liability requirements of 61-6-301. 

t3t~ The procedure implemented by the department to 

14 permit reregistration by mail shall provide for a written 

15 -reminder notice by mail to a ~±gh~ vehicle owner of the 

16 requirement to reregister his vehicle with the county 

17 treasurer. 

18 t4tlil The department shall adopt rules to implement 

19 the mail reregistration procedure." 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Mail renewal and 

22 e--~reeed~re--£er-ma±~-reeer~±£±ee~±eft-e£-bee~~7-~he-reftewa~ 

23 e£-~±eeft~e-deee~~7-eftd-~he-~aymeft~-e£-~he--£ee--±ft--~±e~--e£ 
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1 %±ett-o~-~ax-by-ma±%-~eed-o~%y-be-made--a~a±%ab%e--€o~--boa~~ 

2 €or---wn±eh---ow~er~h±p--ha~--~o~--eha~ged--~±~ee--~he--~a~~ 

3 ~e~e~~±£±ea~±o~-or-re~ewa%-per±Od7 

4 t3t--~he-ma±%-reftewa%-proeedttre-mtt~~-pro~±de-€or--a--bar 

5 eode--oft--~he--re~ewa%--or--reeer~±£±ea~±o~~eard-~o-~ha~-~he 

6 eOttft~y--~rea~ttrer--eaft--~ea~--~he--eard--€o~--a%%---~e%e~a~~ 

7 ±ft€orma~±o~-ttpOft-±~~-reee±p~7 

8 t4t--~he--depar~me~~--o€--;tt~~±ee--may--adop~--rtt~e~--~o 

9 ±mp~eme~~-~h±~-~ee~±o~7 THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

10 BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-3-535 MAY BE 

11 USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF BOATS, THE RENEWAL OF 

12 LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX. 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Mail renewal and 

14 recertification. t%t-~he-depar~me~~-o€-;tt~~±ee-~ha~%-de~e~op 

15 a-proeedttre-€or-ma±~--~eeer~±€±ea~±o~--o€--~ftowmob±%e~7--~he 

16 reftewa~--o€--~±ee~~e--deea%~7--aftd-~he-payme~~-o€-~he-€ee-±~ 

17 f±ett-o€-~ax7 

18 t~t--~he-op~±o~-~o-reeer~±£Y7-re~ew7-a~d-pay-~he-€ee--±" 

19 ~±ett--o~--~ax--by--ma±~--~eed--oft%y--be--made--a~a±%ab%e-~or 

20 ~"owmob±%e~-€or-wh±eh-owfter~h±p-ha~-"o~--eha"ged--~±"ee--~he 

21 %a~~-reeer~±€±ea~±o~-or-re~ewa%-per±Od7 

22 t3t--~he--ma±%--re"ewa%-proeedttre-mtt~~-p~o~±de-€or-a-ba~ 

23 eode-o"-~he-~e"ewa%~or--~eeer~±~±ea~±o~--eard--~o--~ha~--~he 

24 eott"~y---~rea~tt~er--eaft--~ea~--~he--eard--€o~--a%%--~e%e~a~~ 

25 ±~€orma~±o"-ttpO"-±~~-~eee±p~7 
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1 t4t--~~e--de~a~emene--o£--;~~e~ee--may--ado~e--~ttze~--eo 

2 ~m~~emene-e~~s-~eee~on. THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

3 BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-3-535 MAY BE 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF SNOWMOBILES, THE RENEWAL OF 

LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Mail renewal and 

recertification. tzt-~~e-de~a~emene-o£-;ttse~ee-~~a~%-de~e~op 

a--~~oeedtt~e--£o~--ma~~---~eee~e~£~eae~on---o£---o££-~~9~way 

ve~~ezes7--e~e-~enewa%-o£-%~eense-deea%~7-and-e~e-paymene-o£ 

e~e-£ee-~n-z~ett-o£-ea~. 

t%t--~~e-o~e~on-eo-~eee~e~£Y7-~enew7-and-~ay-e~e-~ee--~n 

%~ett--o£--ea~--oy--ma~~--need--on%y--oe--made--ava~~aoze-£o~ 

O££-~~9~way-ve~~ezes-£o~-w~~e~--owne~~~~p--~a~--noe--e~anged 

s~nee-e~e-za~e-~eee~e~£~eae~on-o~-~enewaz-~e~~od. 

t3t--~~e--ma~~--~enewa~-~~oeedtt~e-mttse-~~ov~de-£o~-a-oa~ 

eode-on-e~e-~enewa:-o~--~eee~e~£~ea~~on--ea~d--so--~~a~--e~e 

eottn~y---~~eastt~e~--ean--sean--ene--ea~d--£o~--az%--~e%e~ane 

~n£o~mae±on-tt~on-~es-~eee~pe. 

t4t--~~e--depa~emene--o£--;~se~ee--may--ado~e--~ttzes--eo 

±mp~emene-e~~s-seee±on~ THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-3-535 MAY BE 

USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES, THE 

RENEWAL OF LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN 

24 LIEU OF TAX. 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 12. county motor vehicle computer 
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1 system. (1) The department o€-;tl~e±ee7-±n-eOn~tl~e~e±on--w±en 

2 ~--tl~e~-~dv±~O~!-9~Otl~-~e~~e~ene±n9-eOtlne!-e~e~~tl~e~~7-~n~~~ 

3 de~e=e~-~~ sa~LL ~~!NTA!N A STATEWIDE on-line computer 

4 system €o~-ene-tl~e-o€-ene-eotlne±e~-o€-en±~-~e~ee to be used 

5 to register and reregister motor vehicles, boats, 

6 snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles. 

7 (2) The department o€-;tl~e±ee shall establish the user 

8 advisory group ~~ov±ded-€o~-±n-~tlb~eee±on-t=t, to assist in 

9 the development ~nd--o~e~~e±on--o€--ene--eom~tlee~--~!~eem 

10 ~~ov±ded-€o~-±n-~tlb~eee±on-t=t OF POLICIES GOVERN!NG THE 

11 REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, 

12 SNOWMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES. The user advisory 

13 group must ±ne~tlde--eotlne!--e~ee~tl~e~~7--em~~o!ee~--o€-ene 

14 eOtlne!-e~e~~tl~e~7-end-eotlne!-daea--~~oee~~±n9--~e~~onne~--±n 

15 add±e±on-eo-~e~~e~ene~e±ve~-o€-ehe-de~~~emene~ 

16 t3t--~ne--~o~±e!--dee±~±on~--neee~~a~!--eo--deve~o~--~nd 

17 ±m~~emene-ene-eom~tlee~-~!~eem-p~ov±ded-€o~-±n-~tlb~eee±on-t=t 

18 mtl~e-be-mede-jo±ne%y-by-ehe-depa~emene-and-ene-tl~e~-adv±~o~y 

19 9~Otl~~--~he--eom~tlee~--~!~eem-and-~ny-ehanges-eo-ehae-~!~eem 

20 mtl~e-be-a~~~oved-b!-ehe-tl~e~-adv±~o~!-9~OtlP~ BE APPOINTED BY 

21 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MUST INCLUDE: 

22 (A) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, 

23 DATA PROCESSING DIVISION, SELECTED BY THE DIVISION 

24 ADMINISTRATOR; 

25 (B) TWO COUNTY TREASURERS, SELECTED BY THE MONTANA 

-27- HB 579 



1 

2 

COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOCIATION; 

(C) ONE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE 

HB 0579/gray 

SECTION SUPERVISOR, 

3 SELECTED BY THE MONTANA COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOCIATION~ 

4 (D) A COUNTY ASSESSOR, SELECTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

5 DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE; 

6 (E) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE DATA 

7 PROCESSING DIVISION, SELECTED BY THE DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

8 (F) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, MOTOR 

9 VEHICLE DIVISION, REGISTRAR'S BUREAU, SELECTED BY THE 

10 DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

11 (G) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, MOTOR 

12 VEHICLE DIVISION, DRIVER SERVICES BUREAU, SELECTED BY THE 

13 DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

14 (H) A MEMBER OF THE MONTANA BANKERS' ASSOCIATION, 

15 SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR; 

16 (I) A MEMBER OF THE MONTANA AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 

17 ASSOCIATION, SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR; AND 

18 (J) A MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF AAA MONTANA, SELECTED BY 

19 THE ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR. 

20 (3) COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT EMPLOYEES OF THE 

21 

22 

STATE OF MONTANA SHALL SERVE A TERM 

EMPLOYEES MEMBERS SHALL SERVE AT 

23 ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

OF TWO YEARS, STATE 

THE PLEASURE OF THE 

24 (4) TRAVEL AND PER .DIEM EXPENSES FOR THE COMMITTEE 

25 SHALL BE CHARGED TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION. 
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1 (5) SECRETARIAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE COMMITTEE 

2 SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION. 

3 (6) THE COMMITTEE SHALL MEET NO MORE THAN 4 TIMES PER 

4 YEAR, UNLESS SPECIFICALLY CALLED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 13. County motor vehicle computer 

6 committee. (1) There is a county motor vehicle computer 

7 committee. 

8 (2) The committee is allocated to the department of 

9 justice for administrative purposes only as provided in 

10 2-15-121. 

(3) The committee consists of: 11 

12 (a) an employee of the information service division of 

13 the department of administration, appointed by the director 

14 of the department of administration; 

15 (b) two county treasurers, appointed by the Montana 

16 county treasurers association; and 

17 (c) two employees of the department of jti.stice, 

18 appointed by the attorney general. 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 14. Duties of county motor 

20 vehicle computer committee. (I) The county motor vehicle 

21 computer committee shall: 

22 

23 ~ne%ttd~ng--~e~~~ae~~%~7 ~E~S~T~A~B~L~I~S~H~~T~H~E~ __ R~E~Q~U~I~R_E~M_E_N_T_S ____ AN ___ D 

24 SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER SYSTEM 

25 TO BE used by county treasurers and the department of 
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1 justice to register and reregister motor vehicles, boats, 

2 snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles~. AS USED IN THIS 

3 SECTION, "COMPUTER SYSTEM" MEANS THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE 

4 APPLICATION SYSTEM AND DOES NOT IMPLY OR INCLUDE THE CENTRAL 

5 COMPUTER CENTERS OR THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION'S 

6 RESPONSIBILITY TO ESTABLISH POLICY AND TO OPERATE AND 

7 MAINTAIN CENTRAL COMPUTER CENTERS. 

8 

9 ;~~~±ee---~o--~~~ehe~e APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF computer 

10 equipment, including peripherals, to be used for the 

11 registration and reregistration of motor vehicles, boats, 

12 snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles; 

13 

14 ;~~~~ee APPROVE THE PROCEDURES for the development of the 

15 county motor vehicle computer system provided for in 

16 [section 8] and for training in the use of that system. 

17 

(ftkfr9 

.' ~ 20 rv 
• 21 

mo~o~--~eh~e:e-eom~tt~er-!~ftd-!or-~he-b~eftft~~m-beg~ftft±ftg-Jtt:y 
. ft«1'E! 

%7-:99%~ THERE IS APPROPRIATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE 
,,3'1 It 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE $693,300 IN FY 1992 AND $837,900 IN FY 

1993 TO FUND THE CON'PINUED DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF THE 

STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

24 'NEW SECTION . Section 15. county motor vehicle computer 

25 fee. (1) A county motor vehicle computer fee of $1 must be 
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1 assessed on the annual registration or reregistration for 

2 each of the following: 

3 (a) motor vehicles subject to registration or 

4 reregistration under Title 61, chapter 3; 

5 (b) boats subject to registration or reregistration 

6 under Title 23, chapter 2, part 5; 

7 (c) snowmobiles subject to registration or 

8 reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 6; and 

9 (d) off-highway vehicles subject to registration or 

10 reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 8. 

11 

12 

8 
14 

(2) The fee must be collected by the county treasurer 

and forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the 
~fe,ftZ. ., ~~ (A!.o I 

-eGl:lsty HlO~91i' v8biclii cQmpl:ite~ fund. 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. County motor vehicle computer 

15 fund. There is a county motor vehicle computer fund into. 

16 which the fees provided for in (section 3:3: 15] are 

17 deposited. The fees are to be used by the eottn~1-mo~o~ 

18 ~ea~e3:e-eom~tt~e~--eomm~~~ee DEPARTMENT to carry out its 

19 duties as provided in tsee~~on-3:at [THIS ACT]. Any funds in 

20 the county motor vehicle computer fund that have not been 

21 committed by the county motor vehicle computer committee as 

22 of June 30, 1993, revert to the general fund. 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 17. Effective date 

24 applicability -- termination. t3:t (This act] is effective 

25 July 1, 1991, and applies to motor vehicles, boats, 
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snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles that must be 1 

2 

3 

registered or reregistered on or after July 1, 1991. 

t~t--tSeee~ons-9-eh~ottgh-±~+-ee~m~naee-~ttne-3a7-±993. 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 18. Codification instruction. (1) 

5 [Section 5 ~] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

6 of Title 23, chapter 2, part 5, and the provisions of Title 

7 23, chapter 2, part 5, apply to [section 5 ~1. 

8 (2) [Section 6 101 is intended to be codified as an 

9 integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, and the 

10 provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, apply to [section 

11 6 101. 

12 (3) [Section T 111 is intended to be codified as an 

13 integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, and the 

14 provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, apply to [section 

IS T 111. 

-End-
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

EXHIBIT 1-8 
DATEJ, c;Jo - 91 
HB ,57$ 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

ROLL CALL VOTE 

DATE 3·;;0 - 9/ BILL NO. }/A& 571_ NUMBER ____ _ 

MonON. 1<-<p. ~ .~ ~ k ./Ju.a.t4JJt-~.:2~ 
Ih4 UJ1'1f &LJ . . . 

NAME AYE NO 

REP. FLOYD "BOB" GERVAIS, VICE-CHAIRMAN V 
REP. ERNEST BERGSAGEL \/ 
REP. ROBERT CLARK \/ 
REP. JANE DEBRUYCKER V 

REP. ALVIN ELLIS, JR. V 
REP. GARY FELAND t/ 
REP. MIKE FOSTER J 
REP. PATRICK GALVIN l/ 
REP. DICK KNOX t./ 
REP. DON LARSON V 
REP. SCOTT MCCULLOCH L/ 
REP. JIM MADISON L./ 
REP. LINDA NELSON 1/ 
REP. DON STEPPLER ,/ 
REP. HOWARD TOOLE 

REP. ROLPH TUNBY V 
REP. BARRY "SPOOK" STANG, CHAIRMAN V 

TOTAL (e ID 



Amendments to Senate Bill No. 164 
Third Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative stang 
For the Committee on Highways 

1. Page 4, line 15. 
strike: ".aru;l" 

2. Page 4, line 16. 
Following: "TRANSIT" 
Insert: "; and" 

3. Page 4, line 17. 
Following: line 16 

Prepared by Greg Petesch 
March 19, 1991 

Insert: n(5) motor carrier services" 

1 

EXHIBIT 02. 
DATEsE,;20 -9/ 
~ sA 110*, 

sb016401. agp 



Amendments to Senate Bill No. 164 
Third Reading Copy 

EXHIBIT ....3 
DATE _3 ~-20 -9/ 
pm S 13 I'*' tf 

Requested by Representative Madison 
For the Committee on Highways 

1. Title, line 8. 

Prepared by Greg Petesch 
March 19, 1991 

strike: "AND THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE" 

2. Title, line 13. 
Following: "2-15-2501," 
Insert: "AND" 
Following: "2-15-2502," 
Strike: "15-1-701, AND 60-3-201," 

3. Page 3, line 25. 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

4. Page 6, line 20. 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

5. Page 8, line 7 through page 12, line 5. 
strike: sections 8 through 11 in their entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

6. Page 12, lines 8 and 9. 
Following: "highways" on line 8 
strike: "," 
Insert: "or" 
Following: "commerce" 
strike: remainder·of line 8 through "revenue" on line 9 

7. Page 12, line 10. 
strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

8. Page 12, line 1l. 
strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

9. Page 12, line 17. 
strike: "departments" 
Insert: "department" 
Following: "commerce". 
strike: remainder of line 17 in its entirety 

10. Page 12, line 18. 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

1 sb016402.agp 



11. Page 12, line 20. 
strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

12. Page 12, line 23. 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: "10" 

13. Page 13, lines 4 and 5. 
Strike: subsection (2) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent subsection 

14. Page 13, lines 21 through 24. 
Strike: SUbsection (2) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent SUbsection 
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I 
EX HI B I T::;;r-_Lf-l-f'_--:::--
DATE, i. c:2o ~ 91 
W't sA' 17g: 

Amendments to Senate Bill No. 178 
Third Reading Copy (BLUE) 

Requested by Rep. stang 
For the Committee on Highways and Transportation 

1. Title, line 5. 
Following: "CONFORM" 
strike: "THE" 
Insert: "CERTAIN" 

Prepared by Valencia Lane 
March 20, 1991 

2. Page 1, lines 12 through 25. 
Following: line 11 
strike: statement of Intent in its entirety 

3. Page 2, lines 18 and 19. 
Following: "combinations" on line 18 
strike: remainder of line 18 through "doubler" on line 19 

4. Page 4, lines 22 through 24. 
Strike: subsection (e) in its entirety 

5. Page 6, line 25. 
Following: "yehieles" 
strike: "a turnpike double" 
Insert: "any combination of vehicles" 

6. Page 7, line 1. 
Following: "Be" 
Insert: "exceeds 95 feet in length but" 
strike: "1.l.Q." 
Insert: "100" 

7. Page 7, lines 10 through 15. 
Following: "~,, on line 10 
strike: remainder of line 10 through "(6) (d)." on line 15 
Insert: ", except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck tractor-

semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on 
highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate system, 
as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile 
radius of an interchange on the interstate system in order 
to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a 
terminal. When a terminal is. beyond a 2-mile radius, the 
department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 
interchange. The fee for this permit is $125." 

8. Page 8, line 19. 
Following: "iMerehaftEje." 
Insert: "When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the 

department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 
interchange." 
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9. Page 9, line 25. 
Following: line 24 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. section 4. Turnpike doubles -- study. 

(1) The department of highways shall conduct a study over 
the next 2 years of: 

(a) all interchanges in Montana and the ability of the 
interchanges to accommodate twin 45's as turnpike doubles; 

(b) the impact on highways of permitting twin 45's as 
turnpike doubles; 

(c) terminal positions to interchanges; and 
(d) the concept of permitting twin 45's as turnpike 

doubles. 
(2) The department of highways shall report its 

finding of the study to the 53rd Legislature." 
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c
e
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s
e
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o
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a
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a
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a
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e
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e
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e
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h
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e
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e
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o
n

d
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e
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d
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t
h
e
-
d
e
p
e
r
t
.
e
n
t
-
m
e
y
-
e
a
t
h
o
r
i
~
e
-
t
r
e
.
e
l
-
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
-
t
h
e
-
t
e
r
m
i
n
a
i
-
a
n
a
 

t
h
e
-
i
n
t
e
r
c
h
a
n
g
e
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-
~
h
e
-
f
e
e
-
f
o
r
-
t
h
i
s
-
p
e
r
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i
t
-
i
s
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$
l
i
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.
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t
a
r
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d
o

u
b
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m
ay

 
n

o
t 

e
x

c
e
e
d

 
1

1
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fe

e
t 
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a
n
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d
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u
a
l 

4
5

 

fe
e
t 
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a 

w
it

h
 

th
e
 

ro
v
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n
s
 

o
f 

(4
) 

E
x

c
e
p

t 
a
s
 

p
ro

v
id

e
d

 
in

 
s
u

b
s
e
c
ti

o
n

 
(1

)(
b

),
 

a 
p

e
rm

it
 

m
ay

 
n

o
t 

b
e
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s
u

e
d

 
fo

r 
a 

p
e
ri

o
d

 
o

f 
ti

m
e
 

g
re

a
te

r 
th

a
n

 
th

e
 

p
e
ri

o
d
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r 
w

h
ic

h
 

th
e
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W
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c
e
n

s
e
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v

a
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d
 

a
s 

p
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v
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e
d
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t
i
t
l
e
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c
lu

d
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g
 
g
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c
e
 
p

e
ri

o
d

s
 

a
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o
w

e
d

 
b

y
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t
i
t
l
e
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O
w

n
e
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o

f 
v

e
h
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le
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c
e
n

s
e
d
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o
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e
r 
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s
d
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o
n

s
 

m
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a
t 
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e
 
d
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c
r
e
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o
n

 
o

f 
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e
 

d
e
p

a
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m
e
n

t 
o

f 
h
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h

w
a
y
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p
u
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h

a
s
e
 

p
e
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s
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e
x

p
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e
 

w
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h
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e
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g
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a
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o
n
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A
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c
e
n
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e
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q

u
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e
d

 
b
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s
ta
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g
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e
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s
u

a
n

c
e
 

o
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s
p

e
c
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l 

p
e
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c
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g
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c
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p
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c
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T

h
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e
rm
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b
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n

d
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e
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$
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0
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c
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b
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c
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p
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v
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u
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p
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d

o
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e
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Q
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T
h

e 
d

e
p

a
rt

m
e
n

t 
o

f 
h

ig
h

w
a
y

s 
s
h

a
ll

 
c
o

n
d

u
c
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s
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d
y

 
o

v
e
r 

th
e
 
n

e
x
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2 

y
e
a
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o
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C
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a
ll
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te
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h
a
n

g
e
s
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M
o

n
ta

n
a 

an
d

 
th

e
 
a
b

il
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y
 
o

f 
th

e
 

in
te

rc
h

a
n

g
e
s
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co
m

m
o

d
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e 
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4
5

1
s 

a
s 

tu
rn

p
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e
 
d

o
u

b
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) 

th
e
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p

a
c
t 

o
n

 
h
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h

w
a
y

s 
o

f 
p

e
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n
g
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4
5

1
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a
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p
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e
 
d

o
u

b
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1 
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c
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s
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e
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o
n
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a
n

d
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a
r 

b
u

m
p
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s 
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d

 
o

v
e
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a
n

g
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(c
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t
~
r
m
i
n
a
l
 

p
o

s
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n

s
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te
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h
a
n

g
e
s
; 

a
n

d
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e
 

c
o

n
c
e
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p

e
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n
g
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1
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u
b

le
s.
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e
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a
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a
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c
a
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e
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c
e
e
d

 
28

 
1

/2
 
fe

e
t 

in
 

le
n

g
th

 
an

d
 

1
0

2
 

in
c
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b
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c
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c
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c
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s
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c
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e
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c
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m
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o
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u
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o
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e
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c
e
e
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1
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0
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0
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(f

) 
th

e
 
c
o

m
b
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a
ti

o
n

 m
u

st
 

h
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e 
a 

re
s
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d
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u
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p
e
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9 
u

n
d

e
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6
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a
n

d
 

a 
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e
c
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o

v
e
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e
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g
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p

e
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it
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e
d

 
a
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fe
e
 

o
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 p
e
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a
c
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e
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1
1
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) 
tr

a
v

e
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o
f 
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e
 

c
o

m
b
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a
ti

o
n

 
m
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b
e 

re
s
tr
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d
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2

 
s
p

e
c
if

ic
 

ro
u

te
s
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h
o

u
rs

 
o

f 
o

p
e
ra

ti
o

n
, 

s
p

e
c
if

ic
 

d
a
y

s,
 

o
r 

1
3

 
se

a
so

n
a
l 

p
e
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o
d

s
, 
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1
4

 

1
5
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) 

th
e
 
d

e
p

a
rt

m
e
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m
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e
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y
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e
 

d
e
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c
e
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a
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h
e 

p
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is

 

1
6

 
n
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p
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c
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 
Third Reading Copy (BLUE) 

Requested by Rep. Stang 
For the committee on Judiciary 

Prepared by Valencia Lane 
March 18, 1991 

1. Title, line 12. 
Following: "PURPOSE;" 

-.--

Insert: "PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF 
RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF QUALIFIED, AN 
EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE;" 

2. Page 22, line 9. 
Following: "!ml!!." 
Insert: "or the handicapped license plate provided for in 61-3-

445" 

3. Page 22, line 14. 
Following: "chapter." 
Insert: "A disabled veteran who meets the requirements for 

issuance of a "DV" license plate and who also qualifies for 
the issuance of an ex-prisoner of war license plate may 
obtain the ex-prisoner of war license plate upon payment of 
the same $5 fee." 
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EXHIBIT Je. 
DATE ~ g-:::::--~C2~1'1'9----9""""1 
~ 6619/; 

Amendments to Senate Bill No. 191 
Third Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative Steppler 
For the Committee on Highways 

Prepared by Greg Petesch 
March 19, 1991 

1. Title, lines 21 and 22. 
//" strike: lines 21 and 22 in their entirety 

/ 

2. Title, line 23. 
Strike: "15-70-101," 

3. Title, page 2, line 1.' 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "T" 
Insert: "AND 61-6-302," 

4. Page 34, line 23. 
Following: "and" 
Insert: "for a first conviction" 
Following: "fine ll 

Insert: "of" 

5. Page 34, line 24. 
strike: "exceeding" 
Insert: "less than $10 or more than $100 or by imprisonment for 

not more than 10 days. For a second conviction within 1 
year after a first conviction, a person is punishable by a 
fine of not less than $25 or more than $200, by imprisonment 
for not more than 20 days, or by both a fine and 
imprisonment. Upon a third or subsequent conviction within 
1 year after the first conviction, a person is punishable by 
a fine of not less than $50 or more than ll 

Following: "~" 
Insert: ", imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or by both a 

fine and imprisonment" 

6. Page 41, line 11 rough page 45" line 10. 
strike: section 15 in its entirety 
Insert: "Section 15. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of compliance. (1) Exeep"t ao prer.:ided iR 
oaBSee"tieR (2), eefere aRY applieaR"t Fe~ired"te Fe~is"ter aio 
meter veeiele may de oe, tae applieaftt muot eertify te tae ee~ftty 
treaoQFer teat ee peooeooeo aft a~emeBile liaBility ifto~raftee 
peliey, a eerlzifiea"te of oelf ifto~raftee, or a pes"ted iRdemfti"ty 
Beftd er lzaat ae is eli'!Jiele fer aft ell:emp"tieft ~ftder 61 6 303 
eeverift~ tfte me"ter veftiele. ~ee eert:ifieat:ieft oeall se OR a ferm 
preserised sy "tae depar"tmeRe. ~fte depart:meft"t may immedia"tely 
eafteel tee re~iotratiaft afta lieeftse plateo af tee veaiele ~peft 
ftet:ifiealzieR "tRat t:ee iftSeraRee eert:ifieat:ieft "as Ret: eerree"tly 
represeR"ted. hay perseR ~rae iR"teft"tieRally prevideo false 
iRformatioft OR aft ifts~raftee eer"tifieat:iaft is '!Jeilty af UR9~rOrft 
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falsifieatieft te autherities, ~uftishaBle as ~revided ift 45 7 203. 

(:2) Aft a~~lieaftt fer rCEJistratieft ef a meter vehiele ,vlle 
,vi shes te reEJister the vehiele By mail must siEJft a statemeftt eft 
tlle a~~lieatieft statiftEJ that tlle a~~lieaftt is ift eem~liaftee ,Titll 
tlle fiftafteial liaBility re~uiremeftts sf 61 6 301. 
~ An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain the 

insurance or bond required under 61-6-301 or whose certificate of 
self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be exempt 
under 61-6-303 shall immediately surrender the registration and 
license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 
delivery to the department and may not operate or permit 
operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has again 
been furnished as required and the vehicle is again registered 
and licensed. 

t+tiaL Every A person shall carry in a motor vehicle being 
operated by him an insurance card approved by the department but 
issued by the insurance carrier to the motor vehicle owner as 
proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor vehicle operator shall 
exhibit the insurance card upon demand of a justice of the peace, 
a city or municipal judge, a peace officer, a highway patrol 
officer, or a field deputy or inspector of the department. 
He,."ever, fte A person charged with violating this SUbsection may 
not be convicted if he produces in court or the office of the 
arresting officer proof of insurance valid at the time of his 
arrest."" 
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 
Third Reading Copy (BLUE) 

191 

EXHIBIT 1 
DATE .... ;=; «?? -91 
pte S,8 /9/ . 

For the Committee on Highways and Transportation 

Prepared by Valencia Lane 
March 21, 1991 

1. Title, line 12. 
Following: "PURPOSE;" 
Insert: "PROVIDING THAT A DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF 

RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF QUALIFIED, AN 
EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE P~TE;" 

2. Page 22, line 9. 
Following: ""DV"" 
Insert: "or the handicapped license plate provided for in 61-3-

445" 

3. Page 22, line 14. 
Following: "chapter." 
Insert: "A disabled veteran who meets the requirements for 

issuance of a "DV" license plate and'who also qualifies for 
the issuance of an ex-prisoner of war license plate may 
obtain the ex-prisoner of war license plate upon payment of 
the same $5 fee." 

4. Page 41, line 11 through page 45" line 10. 
strike: section 15 in its entirety 
Insert: "Section 15. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of compliance. (1) Except as provided in 
subsectioa (2), before aay appliaaat required to register his 
motor vehiale may do so, the applicaat must aertify to the county 
treasurer that he possesses an automobile liability insurance 
poliey, a aertificate of self insuranae, or a posted indemnity 
bond or that he is eligible for an exemption under 61 6 303 
eovering the motor vehicle. ~he certifieation shall be on a form 
presaribea by ~he aepar~mea~. The aepartmea~ may immeaia~ely 
eaaael ~he regis~ra~ioa aaa liaense plates of the vehiale upon 
notifieation ~hat ~he insurance certifieation lias not correctly 
represeated. Any person who intentionally provides false 
information on an insurance certification is lJUilty of unSliOrn 
falsifiaatioa ~o authorities, punishable as providea in 45 7 203. 

(2) An applicant for registration of a motor vehiele uho 
llishes to register the vehiale by mail must sign a statement on 
the appliaatioa stating that the appliaaat is in aomplianae llith 
the financial liability re~irements of 61 6 301. 
~ An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain the 

insurance or bond required under 61-6-301 or whose certificate of 
self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be exempt 
under 61-6-303 shall immediately surrender the registration and 
license plates for the vehicle to the county treasurer for 
delivery to the department and may not operate or permit 
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EXHIBIT It 

DATE =5> ;La ~ 9/ 
IjB sa /9/ 

operation of the vehicle in Montana until insurance has again 
been furnished as required and the vehicle is again registered 
and licensed. 

f4t..Lll E"+"ery A person shall carry in a motor vehicle being 
operated by him an insurance card approved by the department but 
issued by the insurance carrier to the motor vehicle owner as 
proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor vehicle operator shall 
exhibit the insurance card upon demand of a justice of the peace, 
a city or municipal judge, a peace officer, a highway patrol 
officer, or a field deputy or inspector of the department. 
Ho~;ever, ftO A person charged with violating this SUbsection may 
not be convicted if he produces in court or the office of the 
arresting officer proof of insurance valid at the time of his 
arrest."" 
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 273 
Third Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative Stang 
For the Committee on Highways 

Prepared by Greg Petesch 
March 19, 1991 

1. Page 4, lines 5 and 6. 
Following: "trucks" on line 5 
Strike: remainder of line 5 through "chips," on line 6 

2. Page 4, line 7. 
Following: "61-10-107" 
Strike: " .. " 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

EXHIBIT 9 
DATE Oz 5'- do - 9/ 
tJ8 SA...;> g,s 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

ROLL CALL VOTE 

DATE....3·;;>~~ql BILL NO. 5A021.:i NUMBER. ____ _ 

KOnON. 1i¥. tw4r:M. j'lLHd-IP. ~~I­
~ f!;lAei£.,D ,1oZ-a 

NAME AYE NO 

REP. FLOYD "BOB" GERVAIS, VICE-CHAIRMAN V 
REP. ERNEST BERGSAGEL ~ 
REP. ROBERT CLARK 1/ 
REP. JANE DEBRUYCKER ~ 
REP. ALVIN ELLIS, JR. JL 
REP. GARY FELAND V 
REP. MIKE FOSTER \/ 
REP. PATRICK GALVIN V 
REP. DICK KNOX V 
REP. DON LARSON V 
REP. SCOTT MCCULLOCH V 
REP. JIM MADISON V 
REP. LINDA NELSON ~ 
REP. DON STEPPLER V 
REP. HOWARD TOOLE 

REP. ROLPH TUNBY V 
REP. BARRY "SPOOK" STANG, CHAIRMAN V 

TOTAL l3 E 



Amendments to Senate Bill No. 273 
Third Reading Copy 

1. Page 4, line 7. 

Requested by Senator Swift 
For the Committee on Highways 

Prepared by Greg Petesch 
March 19, 1991 

strike: "61-10-107, must" 
Insert: "subsection (2), may" 

1 

EXHIBIT 10 
DATE 3 ~e<o -9/ 
~ .sAs21Sc, 
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 318 
Third Reading Copy (BLUE) 

Requested by Senator Weeding 

EXHIBIT--L.II-I_~­
DATE s3 -.;)0 - q I 
bIS d 6 ,,=?I 8:: 

For the Committee on Highways and Transportation 

1. Page 5, line 25. 
Following: line 24 

Prepared by Valencia Lane 
March 12, 1991 

Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 9. Coordination instruction. If 
Senate Bill No. 415 is passed and approved and if it 
includes a fee on campers, then [section 4 of this act], 
amending 61-3-524, is amended as follows: 

(1) the fee assessed in 61-3-524(2) is reduced from 
$3.50 to $1; and 

(2) 61-3-524(4) as it appears in [this act] is void 
and 61-3-524(4) is amended to read: 

"(4) The county treasurer shall deposit the fee 
collected under SUbsection (2) in the county general fund."" 

Renumber: subsequent sections 
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