
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
52nd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

call to Order: By CHAIRMAN BARRY STANG, on March 15, 1991, at 
3:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Barry "Spook" Stang, Chairman (D) 
Floyd "Bob" Gervais, Vice-Chairman (D) 
Ernest Bergsagel (R) 
Robert Clark (R) 
Jane OeBruycker (D) 
Alvin Ellis, Jr. (R) 
Gary Feland (R) 
Mike Foster (R) 
Patrick Galvin (D) 
Dick Knox (R) 
Don Larson (D) 
Scott McCulloch (D) 
Jim Madison (D) 
Linda Nelson (D) 
Don Steppler (D) 
Howard Toole (D) 
Rolph Tunby (R) 

Staff Present: Valencia Lane, Legislative Council 
Claudia Johnson, Committee Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

HEARING ON SB 319 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

SEN. LORENTS GROSFIELD, Senate District 41, Big Timber, said SB 
319 is basically a clean-up bill. It will clarify the exemptions 
that are granted to tax-exempt organizations. Under section 15-
6-201, certain vehicles are granted an exemption from property 
taxes i.e., government owned vehicles, vehicles owned by churches 
and other non-profit organizations. For a number of years, the 
GVW has exempted these vehicles from the GVW fees. However, 
there is no authority in the statutes for that exemption and has 
been based on legal opinions. So SB 319 will clarify that 
exemption that is there. 
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Gary Gi1more, Montana Department of Highways, said the department 
supports SB 319, because it clarifies which vehicles are exempt 
from GVW fees. For years the GVW division took a lot of 
charitable vehicles and exemptions for GVW fees. If an 
charitable organization asked for an exemption and had received 
an exemption for taxes from the Department of Revenue, the GVW 
division granted that vehicle the exemption from GVW fees. This 
exemption has been given based on a policy decision made by GVW 
management in the 1970s. The majority of vehicles the department 
exempt are non-profit, or church owned busses transporting people 
on behalf of their own organization. These vehicles also include 
small group delivery trucks owned by organizations such as the 
Salvation Army. Passage of SB 319 would give the GVW some clear 
direction on this issue. 

Opponents' Testimony: None 

Questions From Committee Members: None 

Closing by Sponsor: 

SEN. GROSFIELD thanked the committee for a good hearing and urged 
their support for SB 319. 

HEARING ON SB 329 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

SEN. BOB PIPINICH, Senate District 33, Missoula, said this bill 
is at the request of the GVW officers. This bill authorizes the 
state to furnish the officers who want to wear soft body armor. 
The body armor will not be furnished for part-time employees, and 
only to full-time GVW officers that have been appointed as peace 
officers. If all 91 GVW officers request the body armor, it will 
cost the state $37,046. This is very cheap if it saves one 
officer's life. He passed around about 3 different styles for 
the committee members to view. 

Proponents' Testimony: 

Tom Snyder, Montana Public Employees Association, said he and the 
MPEA want to go on record in support of SB 329. He said that 
currently, the peace officers' status in Montana is the same as a 
highway patrolman and fish and game wardens. Both of the these 
entities currently have the option to wear the soft body armor. 
He said it is very important that these officers wear these armor 
suits for protection. 

Dolan Duffy, Self, said he is a GVW officer, said he trained to 
be an officer and attended the 5 week training course in the 
police academy. It cost the department $3,400 to train him along 
with his wages. His training knowledge entailed a total of 3 
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months. His life insurance policy, if he were killed on the job 
through the state would amount about $232,000. His children 
would receive from Social Security between $350 to $450 every 
month until they reached the age of 18 or 23 if they went to 
college. The federal government gives their peace officer 
families $114,000, if the peace officer is killed in the line of 
duty. He urged the committee to support this bill. 

Bill Arnott, GVW officer, Department of Highways, said he is in 
support of SB 329. As a GVW compliance officer for the 
Department of Highways, the wearing of soft body armor by any 
uniformed officer is important in the preservation of their 
lives. He distributed information on statistics. EXHIBIT 1 

Jim Racicot, GVW officer, stated his support for SB 329. He said 
on February 16, a Missoula Deputy Sheriff was saved from serious 
injury when involved in a head-on collision. The impact was so 
great that his seat belt over his shoulder left the imprint of 
his badge in the soft body armor he was wearing. Another officer 
was shot 4 times in the chest, but is alive today because he was 
wearing a vest. The International Associations of Chiefs of 
Police and the DuPont Kevler's Survival Club, state that since 
they have been keeping records, between 1200 to 1400 officers 
have been saved by soft body armor, 38% of these officers were 
saved in vehicle accidents, which amounts to 456 to 530 officers 
lives that have been saved while driving patrol vehicles for 
their departments. In the past 10 years, 713 officers have been 
accidently injured, and 312 were accidently killed in vehicle 
accidents. EXHIBIT 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

Gerald L. Mattila, GVW Officer, Troy, said there was some 
confusion in the Senate hearing as to whether or not GVW officers 
were sworn peace officers. They are peace officers, they serve 
warrants, issue citations and collect money and non-sufficient 
funds checks, prepare for and appear in court, and if requested, 
assist other enforcement agencies if they should need help. In 
addition, the GVW o~ficers are required to attend the peace 
officers training courses. The potential cost to the state in 
the loss of life far outweighs any costs in purchasing the armor. 
He said if this legislation authorizes the use of these vests, he 
will wear it at all times. 

Paul Ferda, Security, Great Falls, passed around another type of 
body armor. He offered to answer any questions the committee may 
have and distributed information. EXHIBIT 10 

Opponents' Testimony: None 

Questions From Committee Members: 

REP. ELLIS wanted to know how many threatening situations do the 
GVW officers face. Mr. Duffy said he has as many as 2 a week. 
He receives threatening phone calls and a few of those were to 
blow up the building. He said the armor may not save him in that 

HI03l59l.HMl 



HOUSE HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
March 15, 1991 

Page 4 of 11 

type of situation, but he wouldn't want to be without one. 

REP. BERGSAGEL said he did not think that GVW officers were 
harassed that bad and couldn't understand why they would need 
this body armor. Mr. Duffy informed him of a situation where a 
trucker was ticketed in Montana and drove on into Wyoming and 
stopped at a weigh station and unloaded a shot gun into the 
window of the GVW station, if the officer hadn't been wearing a 
vest he probably would have died. His face and chest was shot, 
but the vest saved him. With more restrictions on the trucking 
industry, there are more threatening situations and that is why 
this bill is needed. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

SEN. PIPINICH said the GVW officer that was shot in Missoula had 
worn his vest for the first time in a month on that day, and said 
he will never take the vest off again. He urged the committee 
for a do-concur on SB 329. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 319 

Motion: REP. FELAND MOVED SB 319 BE CONCURRED IN. 

Motion/Vote: Question was called. Voice vote was taken. 

vote: SB 319 BE CONCURRED IN. Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

HEARING ON SB 322 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

SEN. HARRY FRITZ, Senate District 28, Missoula, said this bill 
provides for non-profit organizations that provide transportation 
for handicapped and elderly citizens, from the certification 
rules of the Public Service Commission (PSC). It adds non-profit 
organizations to the list of carriers that do not need to obtain 
certification. 

Proponents· Testimony: 

Patricia Saindon, Department of Commerce, said the transportation 
division is the designated agency that provides passenger 
transportation planning. As a result of that function, 
administers several grants from the Urban Transportation 
Administration. Those grants provide operating planning and 
equipment subsidies for people who provide transportation. There 
is a federal program that provides subsidies for non-profit 
organizations to purchase vehicles that provide transportation to 
the elderly and disabled. Non-profit organizations feel they 
have to compete for those funds. The demands for those funds far 
exceeds the amount of money that is available. Because of the 
great demand for these funds, it is required that the agencies on 
the local level coordinate their services. In 1981, the 
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Department of Commerce and the Department of Social 
Rehabilitation Service's directors, signed a joint policy 
statement that states that anyone filing for these funds through 
the Department of Commerce and coordinated their services, it 
would enhance their application for these funds. As a result of 
that, many agencies on the local level do provide the coordinated 
services. The types of agencies that are involved are: Senior 
Citizens Centers, Developmentally Disabled group homes, work 
centers, nursing and retirement homes, mental health centers. 
All of those agencies coordinate their services on the local 
level. Under the current PSC regulations, Senior Citizens 
Centers who provide services just to senior citizens can do that 
without having PSC authority, etc. She said they have worked 
with the PSC to resolve this problem, but it can only be carried 
out through Legislature to enforce. This bill is to help exempt 
the people who are trying to provide services on the local level, 
in a coordinated fashion, to save costs and deliver a more 
effective and efficient service to this very special segment of 
people. EXHIBIT 8 . 

Kay Norenberg, WIFE, said it their policy that all citizens 
should have access to adequate passenger and freight 
transportation. It appears that Montana's present laws, preclude 
the use of non-profit transportation by more than one entity. It 
makes it more difficult for the small communities to access 
transportation for the senior citizens and developmentally 
disabled handicap. She urged passage of SB 322. 

Sue Jackson, Department of SRS/Developmental Disabilities 
Division (DOD), said they contract non-profit corporations all 
over the state of Montana to provide services to people with 
developmental disabilities. The bill will allow them to continue 
this type of transportation for over the 1,200 people. There are 
34 non-profit corporations throughout the state provide this 
service. It is provided in conjunction with other services, 
i.e., group homes, day services, etc •. EXHIBIT 9 

Larry Noonan, AWARE Inc., Anaconda, said in October 1988, AWARE 
Inc. was awarded a contract from the DOD to provide 
transportation to Montana developmentally disabled population. 
They bid on this contract, because the previous provider had 
abandoned services in July of 1988, leaving over 100 disabled 
Montanans to fend for themselves and find their own 
transportation. Some of these individuals that are incapable of 
fending for themselves were unable to receive services from July. 
until November. The previous provider demanded more money from 
SRS, and when denied, forced SRS to contract competively. He 
urged the committee for a do concur on sa 322. 

Mary Miller, representing Randy Barrett, Aging Services, Black 
Eagle, MT said the federal government has increased the rights to 
handicapped individuals so may lead as normal a life as possible. 
In Montana this was dealt a severe blow by the PSC by no longer 
allowing the public transportation to sign contracts with other 
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non-profit agencies. EXHIBIT 12 

John Phils, Hamilton, said since 1976, he has provided group 
homes and work activities to individuals that have developmental 
disabilities. He said they essentially provide personal 
transportation to individuals with disabilities. Many 
communities like Hamilton, do not have public or private options, 
their service is the only way many of these people get around. 
Without this exemption, will place all non-profit organization in 
a position that would force them to through the process in 
obtaining a license from the PSC which takes dollars and time 
away from services that are supposed to be provided to enhance 
the quality of life for people with disabilities. He urged the 
committee to pass this bill. 

Greg Olsen, DOD Advisory Council, said he supports SB 322. The 
council is a governor appointed council board, whose primary 
interest is to monitor and insure the advocacy for persons of 
developmental disabilities. 

Tim McCully, Rocky Mountain Development Council, Helena, said 
they operate local programs and transportation services for the 
developmentally disabled. He is involved with the local planning 
committee and coordinating committee to coordinate their services 
with the other services, i.e., the city bus service, taxi 
services, and developmental disabling services in the community. 
He supports passage of SB 322 to provide these services and 
operate the best way they can. 

Opponents' Testimony: None 

Questions From Committee Members: None 

Closing by Sponsor: 

SEN. -FRITZ said this bill.is not meant as competition for gray 
hound or for any profit bus line. With all the exceptions from 
the PSC requirements, this bill is the most worthy and hoped the 
committee saw it that way also. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 322 

Motion: REP. NELSON MOVED SB 322 BE CONCURRED IN. 

Discussion: CHAIRMAN STANG asked Wayne Budt, PSC, to explain 
this as compared to the private carriers that may have a problem 
with this. Mr. Budt said -the bill will place an exemption into 
their statute that states "if they are a non-profit organization 
set up under the IRS code, section 501 C", elderly and handicap 
can be transported in the state of Montana. This bill will allow 
corporations to haul within cities and between cities. CHAIRMAN 
STANG asked if he knew of any private companies this would 
affect. Mr. Budt said it would effect the cab companies. 
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REP. GALVIN said that one gentleman testified that only the 
Legislature can change the PSC laws and regulations, and another 
one testified that he could not receive a license, can the 
license process that is now in place be rectified by this 
committee with this procedure include such entities such as 
Roberts Trucking and the garbage haulers as far as the license 
are concerned come into play. Mr. Budt said the license in the 
Robert's case was for transportation under contract with the 
state for moving a commodity. The same statute used there could 
possibly be used for this bill for the SRS. He said SRS contract 
for movement of the disabled and handicap people, but didn't 
think it would work for the elderly through commerce, because 
commerce doesn't contract for the movement of the elderly, they 
contract and help the people buy the vehicles. 

Motion/Vote: REP. NELSON called the question. Voice vote was 
taken. 

Vote: SB 322 BE CONCURRED IN. Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

EXECOTlVE ACTION ON SB 297 

Motion: REP. CLARK MOVED SB 297 BE CONCURRED. 

Discussion: CHAIRMAN STANG informed the committee this is SEN. 
NOBLE'S bill regarding the truck trailer-trailer combinations 
that need to be grandfathered in for the four firms that 
purchased this special equipment to haul talc, etc. 

REP. LARSON said he spoke with one of his constituents who 
informed him the reason these configurations are needed is for 
navigational purposes on the mountain roads. 

Motion/Vote: REP. KNOX called the question. Voice vote was 
taken. 

Vote: SB 297 be concurred in. Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 329 

Motion: REP. CLARK MOVED SB 329 BE CONCURRED IN. 

Discussion: REP. CLARK said he had problems with the fiscal 
note. He did some checking on the cost of the soft body armor 
for the highway patrol and was informed they cost $250 per unit. 
He wanted to know why it would cost an extra $13,000. Gary· 
Gilmore, Department of Highways, said they had a package price .,-:.--:. 
quoted on one certain type of vest, and that is the reason for 
the amount on the fiscal note. He said it would go out for bids 
and than go from there. 

Motion/Vote: REP. BERGSAGEL called t.he question. Voice vote was 
taken. 
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Vote: SB 329 BE CONCURRED IN. Motion CARRIED 16 to 1 with REP. 
BERGSAGEL voting no. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 295 

Motion: REP. LARSON MOVED SB 295 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. 

Discussion: REP. LARSON spoke to his motion. He thought it 
would be a real problem for the employees to adjust their 
schedules to accommodate a weekend schedule. Once the public is 
trained to come between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
there would be very few people it would be accommodating. 

REP. FOSTER said he would like to make a motion to have the 
committee send a letter to the Driver's License Bureau to try the 
early morning hours again to better handle this situation. He 
did not feel that legislation was needed. 

Motion/yote: REP. NELSON MADE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION THAT SB 295 BE 
TABLED. Question was called. Voice vote was taken. 

Vote: SB 295 BE TABLED. Motion CARRIED 16 to 1 with REP. TOOLE 
voting no. 

HEARING ON SB 356 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

SEN. TOM BECK, Senate District 24, Deer Lodge, said this bill 
will require the state of Montana to meet the federal requirement 
and regulations for the placement and structure of mailboxes. He 
said mailboxes can be a severe traffic hazard if not constructed 
properly. There are methods and ways for the mailboxes to be 
structured to be safe along the highways/roads. This bill will 
require the Department of Highways to draw up rules and 
regulations in support of the postal service to address this 
problem. 

Proponents' Testimony: 

Dick Bauman, Postmaster, Deer Lodge, said this is a safety bill. 
He said there are approximately 50,000 mailboxes located on the 
rural roads and highways of Montana. This bill will assist the 
department to. remove those hazards from the motoring traffic. He 
asked the committee to concur on SB 356. EXHIBIT 18 

Ben Harris, 'Mail-'Car'rier / Belena,said the placing of mailboxes 
on the highways and by-ways of Montana as it is allowed now, is a 
hazard to both the public and the carriers delivering the mail. 
He urged the committee to concur on SB 356. EXHIBIT 13 

James Perhay, U.S. Postal Service, Missoula, said he is a safety 
specialist for all of western Montana's 108 offices and 1,000 
employees. He urged a do concur on SB 356. 
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Gordon Larson, Department of Highways, said he supports S8 356. 
He said the department feels this bill will clarify the question 
of whether or not the mailboxes are encroachments. It will allow 
the department to take care of the ma.ilboxes that are a safety 
hazard now instead of being in confli.ct to have the mailboxes 
removed. It will provide the department the opportunity to work 
with the U.S. Postal Service to develop an overall mailbox policy 
for the state. He urged passage of SB 356. 

Earl Dorsey, Postmaster, Helena, said there are many safety 
problems locally and statewide. In 5; years there have been 555 
vehicle accidents in the delivering Clf mail in Montana. He urged 
passage of SB 356. 

Carol Loushin, u.s. Postal service, Anaconda, urged the 
committee's support for SB 356, not cmly for the carriers of the 
mail but for the safety of those driving the public highways. 
EXHIBIT 14, 15 and 16 

Opponents' Testimony: None 

Questions From committee Members: 

REP. LARSON asked SEN. BECK if there would be an effective date 
for this bill. SEN. BECK said the rules will have to be taken 
care of before anything can be implemented. It is the intention 
of the Highway Department and the Postal Service not to rapidly 
go out and force everyone to move mailboxes. As construction and 
repairs are done on the roads, than implement the rules. 

REP. ELLIS asked Mr. Larson what expectations did he envision to 
put this bill into effect. Mr. Larson said the department's 
concern is the size, type of mailbox and location. The 
department would like to have the mailboxes placed in such a 
manner where they do not create a safety hazard to the motoring 
public. He said the department has 2L "clear zone" which is 25' 
to 30', and would like to see the mailboxes placed beyond that 
zone. 

CHAIRMAN STANG asked if the Postal SE~rvice doesn't have the right 
at this time to ask certain people te) move or fix their mailboxes 
or the mail carriers will not deliver their mail. Hr. Larson 
said on a new delivery they do, but em an established delivery, 
they can ask to have the mailbox moved or whatever needs to be 
done and the people have the option e)f writing their congressman 
and if the Postal Service receives a congressional waiver, the 
box stays where it is. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

SEN. BECK said that most of the problem is with the heavy traffic 
on the highway system. The rules and regulations need to be set 
now for the highways, and maybe further down the road they will 
look at the rural and county areas. 
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EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 356 

Motion: REP. GALVIN MOVED SB 356 BE CONCURRED IN. 

Discussion: REP. LARSON spoke in favor of SB 356. The highway 
in his area, Seeley Swan, is a very dangerous road for the mail 
carriers and school busses. REP. LARSON said he would like to 
make a motion to have the mailboxes as high as taxes and as low 
as wages. 

REP. TONBY said he is concerned about what highways this bill is 
talking about. In section 1, it is under the jurisdiction of the 
highways commission. In section 2, it says public highway right­
of-ways, does this bill cover county and rural roads too. Ms. 
Lane said it related to highways that were controlled under the 
jurisdiction of the commission. Subsection 1, is highways under 
the jurisdiction of the commission, and should be interpreted to 
mean only highways under the jurisdiction of the commission. By 
definition, the highway commission does not have jurisdiction 
over the rural and county highways. 

CHAIRMAN STANG said the committee could amend this bill to state 
"only those highways under jurisdiction of the commission". 

REP. ELLIS asked Ms. Lane if the highway commission had any 
jurisdiction over county and rural roads. Ms. Lane didn't think 
so. 

Motion/Vote: REP. FOSTER called the question. Voice vote was 
taken. 

vote: SB 356 BE CONCURRED IN. Motion CARRIED 13 to 4 with REP. 
ELLIS, REP. DEBRUYCKER (Jane), REP. BERGSAGEL and REP. NELSON 
voting no. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 121 

Motion: REP. FELAND MOVED SB 121 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. 

Discussion: REP. FELAND spoke to his motion. If special 
exemptions are handed out, why is it any different for a bus to 
fill out the fuel report, etc., than a diesel truck. If one 
person receives an exemption for using diesel fuel, than everyone 
should be exempted that use a diesel vehicle. The busses hire 
out the same as trucks do. He thought the special reports 
altogether. 

Norris Nichols, Administrator, Motor Vehicles, said that any 
person currently operating a diesel truck for commercial use, has 
to have a permit issued annually, file quarterly reports to the 
Department of Revenue stating the miles traveled, and the amount 
of fuel used. If fuel is bought at a service station, the tax is 
paid and so indicates than there is no liability. If it is bulk 
storage, and the fuel is purchased without tax, which a person 
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has a right to do under the statute, 1:han that person owes tax on 
the number of gallons of fuel that was used that quarter. What 
this bill does, if a person has a small diesel car or pickup that 
is used for personal use, and buys oil tax paid fuel at the 
service station, that person is exempt from the International 
Fuel Tax Agreement. If that passenger vehicle or pickup is used 
for transportation for hire, than they are required to file the 
special reports. He understood what the school busses want to do 
is to acheive the same status as a person with a small vehicle. 

CHAIRMAN STANG asked how will the department know if this bill is 
passed, that 9 busses are purchasing their fuel and paying the 
taxes at the pumps and not from bulk !;torage where a special 
permit has been obtained for 1 vehiclE~. Mr. Nichols said there 
would be an audit. CHAIRMAN STANG asJced if more audits would be 
required for those busses if this bill was passed. Mr. Nichols 
said they would find out by auditing 1:he dealers, and it should 
show if the busses are buying the fuel from them. Mr. Nichols 
said this bill is for private contracted busses. There isn't a 
problem with the busses that are owned by the schools. 

Motion/Vote: REP. TONBY called the question. Roll call vote was 
taken. EXHIBIT 17 

vote: SB 121 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. MCJtion CARRIED 9 to 8. 

ADJOURNMEN'r 

Adjournment: 5:30 p.m. 

BS/cj 
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we, the committee on High"'iays and '=ra:4spcrtation Lwfr. Speaker: 

report: t:hat Senate Bill 319 (t:hird reading copy -- blue) be 
concurred in • 

Carr:i.ed by: Rep. McCulloch 
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report that Senate Bill 322 
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(third reading copy -- blue) be 
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-----::B=-a-r-r-y--::s~t-a-n-g-,~C=hr--a.,.l-rm-a-n 

Carried by: Rep. Nisbet 
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report that Senate Bill 297 (third readinq copy -- blue) be 
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S i ql'led : ~-~--::------:::-:-------=:---r--­
" Barry Stang, Chairman 

Cart'ied by: Rep. Hoffman· 
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Mr. Speaker: we, the conuni -cree on i-iighways and l'ranaportati.cr: 

report that Senate Bill 356 (third reading copy blue) be 

concurred in • 

Signed: ____ =-~_-=-~_.-.;.-==:--.....-__ 
Bar~J Stang, Chair.man 

Carried by: Rep.Larson 

580932SC.Hpd 



HOUSE STANDING COr.L."UTTEE REPCRT 

Hr. Spea~er! 
.~ ___ : '&"l.. __ . __ _ 

..... '-'.a .............. cc ....... ... 

1 .', '.;. 
: ~.1 • 

. - ...... /.., 
.' '" «, 

) .,-' . 

March 18, 1991 

Page 1 of 1 

report that Senate Bill 121 (third reading copy -- blue) be 

net co~c~rr~c i~ . 

S:;~2d~ 
-----=B,...a-r-rv-~-.."S...,t-a-n-q-,--,C""h ... a--rI-r-m-a-n-
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March 12th, 1991 

The Honorable .Barry Stang 
Chairman, Highways and Transportation Committee 
Capital Station 
Helena, Mt. 59620 

Chairman Stang and Committee, 

1 

I would like to present this letter in support of Senate BUI 
No.329, a biD (Authorizing The Department Of Highways To Issue 
Soft Body Armor To Employees Upon Appointment As Peace 
Officers). 

As a G.V.W. CompHance Officer for the Department of High­
ways, I feel the use of Soft Body Armor by any uniformed Officer 
is important in the preservation of their lives. I would like to share 
with you a few well documented facts gathered from the Vested 
Interested Program, a Ladies Auxilary from the Fraternal Order of 
Police, and the M"aneral Independent a newspaper in Mineral COtI1ty. 

->1111989, -163 IBw snforcsment officers died sithsr acci-
dentally or fsloniously h the IiniJ of duly. Of thst 
ligurll, nssrly half lost UHlir livss through accidsntal 
action. . '. 

--->Every 57 hours a of6cers lIe is lost 

--->TlNIrs werB 1181vBSsaVtKI in 1989 by the USB olVESTS 
-_. ._- - - --_ h ~ ___ • ,,' ____ .,-•• 

"' -'-, -;- .. -,,-:i;:V ~_ , .. ..:.. 

--->Soft Body Armor is not just a "SuIIBtprool Ves~ irs use 
has been credtsd lor saWlg th6 WBS 01 over 1100 Jaw 
BI1forcsmBl1t offictJl's snce tI1tW inp/BmBnIation. 

---->F.BJ. records show that most law tIIIlorcBITIsnt olfictlfS sre 
klled during UNEXPECTED ASSAUL T8, those sssocisttld with 
ROUTINE DUTY ASSIGNMENTS. 



---->On the morning of Apri 14th, 1990 Mineral County Deputy 
Mark ChOSB whle on routine pstrol Responded to s dssb/ed 
vehicle call near Hsugan, Montsna. While rendering sssist­
ants to the vehicle psssengers, his pstrol car wss struck 
from bshind, pinning thsm in the dsmolished vshiclB. All 
involved were tsken to the Minersl County Hospital for 
treatment of their injuries. OIDcer Chosa was hospitalized 
and relsssed the following day with internal bruisss and 
other various injuries. He credits his not being more 
seriously injured when he hit the steering wheel on the 
Soft Body Armour he was wearing. As it is designed to 
dsperse the impact over the whole chest portion. His 
testimony alone has convinced me that SOFT BODY 
ARMOR SAVES LIVES. 

I believe every field of endeavor has Hs occupational risk, 

2 

but law enforcement is one of the few that whOe in the 
performance of his or her duties an officer is expected to perform 
above and beyond the call of that of a normal citizen. Whether an 
officer wears a star or a badge, the shield I ask that you consider 
today is the shield, of SOFT BODY ARMOUR. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

-WiHiam L. Arnott 
. "30 Loop Road 
,-Superior, MT 59872 . . - -... ~,- "~". >--~ .. -

... ~':-r ~ . 



.. 
• 

~ 
SECONe CHANCE 

Sf) 327) 
~u;~v 

"V! ... more "saves· than any other bod,! crmor company in the world! 

Seccnd Chance Body Armor, Inc .• 7919 Cameron street. Post Office Box 578. Central Lake. Michigan 49622-0578 
In Michigan: 616-544-5721 • National: 800-253-7090. i'NX: 810-291-1950. FAX: 616-544-9824 

Mr. Jim Racicot 
6766 Pipe Creek Road 
Libby, MT 59923 

--' 
Dear Mr. Racicot: 

,June 26, 1990 

CIt is my experience that any law enforcement officer 'Nearing a ) 
uniform is in danger of being shot to death in the line of duty. . 

, The vast majority of police shootings are not premeditated, but 
spontaneous, what I call: "the cornered rat syndrome". In most 
cases, the shooting makes little sense when looked at objectively 
and rationally by sane people afterwards. 

Policemen have been shot for incredibly trivial matters just J 
because the man who did it was "mad at the world". I really feel 
that any officer in uniform should be armed and armored to perform 
their jobs. 

RCD/dk 
Enc. 
cc: file 

Sincerely, 

Richard C. Davis 
President 
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EXHI81T~ I-f'" 
I!UL t&QjlrtsS - 16-9, 
tl WI >145149: '. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 

.NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
Col. RoDer! Fergwson Chief (Re!.) 
Sal'" "':" ..... P CH 

Iat VICE PRESIDENT 

U. Col. Ian M. Shipley. Jr. 
Che""""ake, VA 

2nd VICE PRESItlENT 
M&I_ ~OI"jIS S. Cw,pepper, .. ':. (L.'S;"F) 
A.:exar.cfla., LA 
lrd VICE PRESIDENT 
ChIef JaM M. Simpson 
'AarySV't1e, CA 

4111 VICE PRESIDENT 
Cnief James J. Kouri 
New YOri< Hall of Sc,ence 

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN 
Bob A. Meador 
Tucson, AZ 

21st November 1989 

Mr. Jim Racicot 
6766 Pipe Cre~k Road 
Libby, Mont. 59923 

Dear·Mr. Racicot: 

1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Suite 9 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 293-9088 

I have read your letter and enclosures regarding the 
arming of GVW Enforcement Officers. 

SERGEANT·AT·ARMS 

,nso. Andr_ W. Carrano (Ret.) ---. "< .. 
C"1"aJ"oga Falls, OH 

STANDING NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR: 

MEMBERSHIP 
Deo. Chief Anlhony M. Corbo 
S~mmil, IL 

We know that any officer in uniform is a target for anY> 
criminal and we also know several officers who hold the 
same role as you have have been shot and killed during 
routine truck stops. 

FIREARMS 
U. Day,d M. Grossi 
;ro"08<:;;,;oi1 Poi/ce, NY 

TJV.INING 
C~:ef ";esse W. Brooks 
Berry Hill, TN 

COUNTER·TERRORISM 
Roger A. Herme!, Jr. S/A 
i!hooo:·s. IL 

CORRECTIONS & JAILS 
OJ,. ";o"n R. VanNana 
~rH~+leld. IN 

ORGANIZED CRIME 
Ca:. C. Je"luns, Jr. 
Eve·e~. MA 

DRUGS & NARCOTICS 
:!"'ae' Sam K. ~ea!n, ":r. 
ir-:';an RockS Seach, FL 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Ct't,e' DaVid B. Swofford 
Ra .... ourne. AL 

CAMPUS POLICE 
Chief OO""le Gamson 
!tawamea Jr. College, MS 

PRIVATE SECURITY 
W j;."", A. Sharp 
Nf'lN YO"~:. NY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 
C¢. ;:::;,c.r-arc E. HQrNB': 

SI Pe!~rs.e..Jrg .. ~L 

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS 
Tt>omas Logan Mowe, 
U .. .,.,r DarDy, FA 

POLICE HALL OF FAME 
SI .. ,,.n L LabOY 
Fn"ad .. lohia, FA 

ARMED FORCES UAISON 

Maj. Thomas E. ea'e' 
Scranton. FA 

PROBATION .. PAROLE 
Edward M EIsenmenger 
Ea$,' ~ocr"'e!ttet, NY 

YOUTH DRUG REDUCTION 
Lt. Denald G. Jones {Ret.) 
CarlO", po·,ce. OH 

CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON 
COl Ffl!'d Pears.on 
a .. !~esda, MD 

We are by law (IRS Charter) an educational organization 
and we are limited as to trying to influence legislation 
or officials. 

The problem is that most "directors" are appointed and 
have little knowledge of what it is like to enforce the 
law without the ability of defend yourself against some 
hidden danger. 

Common sense would require agents to be armed and to be 
trained in arrest and USE! of lethal force. ~~hile I am 
very much on your side we are not permitted to do more 
than respond to your letter in this general manner. We 
cannot step over the line. 

Most state officials are protected from lawsuits by the 
very fact they are state officials and lithe king can do 
no wrong". 

Sincerely, 

~-7Zr 
ROBERT FERGUSON ~ ~ 
President 
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lit 

II 

Terry N. Trieweiler 
Diplomate: 
National Board of Trial Advocacy 
Civil Trial Specialist 

James V. Racicot 
V.W. Enforcement Officer 
Route 2, P. O. Box 374 
Libby, MT 59923 

August 24, 1990 

Re: Arming of GVW Officers 

Dear ~~-Racicot: 

(:' u ~'cf#iil'::3 -/.$. 91 
U JW <S8~~9 

Trieweiler LaWFtr 2::: 

233 Second Street 
Whitefish, Montana 59937 

(406) B62-4597 

I believe that it is as important for GVW enforcement officers 
to be armed for their self-protection as it is for highway 
patrolmen, county sheriffs, or city police officers. 

Any time a person is charged with the responsibility of 
enforcing the law and given the authority to arrest others, he or 
she should be armed for their self-protection. 

GVW officers are certainly trained and qualified for side-arm 
use. It's my understanding that they complete academy training 
like other peace officers. 

Furthermore, past history demonstrates all too clearly the 
danger that uniformed law enforcement officers face in the course 
of their duties. 

For these reasons, GVW inspection officers should be provided 
with the same opportunity for self-protection that other law., ..... 11'" 

enforcement officers are given. 

If you have any other questions regarding my feelings on this 
issue, please feel free to call me at any time. 

Very truly yours, 

TRIEWEILER LAW FIRM 

TNT:bjs 



S-UfJ /Jail t of~( ~ 6 :5'2};' EXHIBIT_:::-9 __ ~ ___ _ 

1" DEPARTMENT OF HHSHWAYS DATEst1--J5-9,: 

t', t J ~) ~ 3';'>9 

if l 2701 PROSPECT AVE. STAN STEPHENS, GOVERNOR 

t~~~---gNEOFMON~NA---------

Jim Racicot 
GVW Compliance Officer 
6766 Pipe Creek Road 
Libby, MT 59923 

Sub~~Concealable Soft Body Armor 

HELENA, MONTANA 59620 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your lettl::r dated May 31, 1990 to Ed 
Gaetzmeiter, Safety Bureau Chief, via Jon Gates, District Supervisor. I 
have reviewed your letter and attachments, along with the memorandum 
your district supervisor forwarded to you June 4, 1990. 

(

Your request to have the department i ssue p~rotective body armor is 
denied. The department does not require nor does it encourage the 

. of protective body armor for GVW officers. There are no plans to 
consider body armor a required safety device. 

\..... 

~~ 
Compliance Bureau 
Gross Vehicle Weight 

HEH: by: 1E/l 

n' .. 
uiV1Sion 

w4 Mft-_ ~ S-t3.?~9 
S-;j) ~"f.~# ~ a()'1~ _ 

~~/-' 
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TESTIMONY OF PATRICIA SAINDON -- PROPONENT 

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION, MONTANA DEPT OF COMMERCE 

The Transportation Division of the Department of Commerce is the 

designated state agency to provide passenger transportation 

planning. As a result of this funct:ion, we administer several 

federal grants from the Urban Mass Transportation Administration 

which provide funding for planning, operating and the purchase of 

equipment for passenger transportation programs. 

One program that has a serious impact upon the state is one which 

provides matching funds to Private Nonprofit Organizations who 

deliver transportation services to the elderly and disabled 

population. 

Nonprofit Organizations compete for funds. Because the demand 

for these funds always far exceed the amount available, both the 

feds and the state encourage coordination of local services. 

Infact, in 1981, the directors of the Department of Commerce and 

SRS produced a policy statement that. cooperation and coordination 

of local services would enhance any application to the Department 

of Commerce for funds to purchase ve:hicles. 

Since 1981, we have assisted various local communities to develop 

coordinated services. We have senior citizen centers, 

developmentally disabled group homes and work centers, nursing 
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homes, retirement homes and mental health centers all 

coordinating services. 

However, under current PSC regulations, the senior citizens 

center may provide service to its own members without having to 

obtain PSC authority. And the developmentally disabled may 

provide services to its own clients without having to obtain PSC 

authority. But they may NOT provide services to each other 

without first obtaining authority from the PSC. 

This is not to imply any criticism of PSC. Infact, the 

commission has been very generous with these programs and with 

the Departments of Commerce and SRS in our efforts to try to 

resolve this problem. We have tried to consult with PSC at each 

step of the way. However, only the Legislature can alter the 

laws which PSC must follow and enforce. 

Please note - the agencies we are concerned about here, those who 

coordinate services, have very narrowly defined clients. And I 

believe in all cases can infact provide names of who is riding 

their service. The funding that the NPO receives, likewise 

very narrowly defines who may receive that ride. 

It does not make sense to us that the local providers of elderly 

and disabled transportation can provide service with their own 

vehicles, their own drivers, have their own operating budge~, 
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but cannot coordinate those resources to save costs and deliver a 

more effective and efficient service to this very special segment 

of our population. 

I encourage the committee to pass this bill. 
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STAN STEPHENS 
GOVERNOR 

JULIA E. ROBINSON 
DIRECTOR 
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TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

P.O. BOX 4210 
HELENA, MONTANA 59604-4210 

(406) 444-5622 
FAX (406) 444-1970 

BEFORE THE HOUSE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
(Re: SB 322 - An Act to Create an Exemption 

to Motor Carrier Laws for Private, Nonprofit Organizations 
Providing transportation of Handicapped and Elderly Persons) 

March 15, 1991 

The Developmental Disabilities Division supports the adoption 
of SB322. This bill will allow the continued transportation 
of over 1200 individuals wi th developmental disabilities. 
This transportation is done by 34 non-profit providers 
throughout the state. 

Transportation is provided in conjunction with the provlslon 
of other services for which the Developmental Disabilities 
Division contracts. This may include a trip to the grocery 
store, the library, or a restaurant. This transportation is 
an integral part o·f habili tat ion as well as a part of a 
normalized life in the community. 

Without this bill, costs will increase to the developmental 
disabilities service system due to additional administrative 
costs and increased costs due to licensing. Addi tional 
administrative costs would be incurred for keeping records 
about each trip. 

These requirements and costs will not increase the quality of 
transportation services to individuals. The Developmental 
Disabilities Division of the Department of Social and 
Rehabilitation Services supports this exemption for private, 
non-profi t organizations to provide transportation services to 
individuals with developmental disabilities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Submitted by: 

Jul 
Dep 

"Working Together To Empower Montanans" 

Services 
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Vlineral County deputy, four others injured as 
'ntoxicated driver rams patrol car and second car 

CJ Driver so drunk he didn't know where he was sheriff's spokesman says 

If Tim Smith 
An early moming accident on Interstate 

) Saturday morning one mile east of 
"iIWgI!I injured five individuals and des­
~ three automobiles, one of them a 
Iineral CountySberUf patrol car. 
The accident occurred on the eastbound 

:Ie of tbe interstate where Mineral County 
'Cputy Mark Chosa had responded to a 
:"Oken down vehicle near Haugan and 
Ppped behind the vebicle to render 
;sistance. Steve Sivak, 19. of Missoula and 
;5 Forchette 19, of Milltown were told 
~y could sit in the patrol car to keep 
.,:arm and dry while they waited for a tow 
uck. "We were sitting there with the 
verbead lights on and the four way 
ilShers were on when I heard something 
:xi looked up in the mirror and saw lights 
:xi knew' we were going to get hit," said 
hosa. 
The vehicle which hit Chosa's patrol car 

'as driven by William J. Kincheloe, 19, of 
uperior. Kincheloe was driving a pick-up, 
-ith Robert Managhan, 29, of Superior, as 
asscnger. Headed eastbound, Kincheloe 
1St control of the vehicle coming around a "mer and hit the guardrail taking out 
bout 80 feet of the guardrail before 
;amming into the tear'6f'C11osas'"patrol 
iU. 1lIt patIl)ltar .waHPWl-out..mto-w 
P'OSS the interstate. finally comjng to rest 
1 the grass mediaD, wi1h the three people 
,-apped inside. The pick-up then ran into 
JC rear of Sivak's Subaru before coming to 
stOp. , ' .. ' , 
A passing truck driver was the first one 

,1I the sc:ene and was given the handheld 
ldio belonging to Chosa as .Chosa was 
WIed in the car and the car's radio had 
ten destroYed in the accidenL The truck 
,river with "the help of John Schober of 
'dlObers Wrecking, of SL Regis, who was 
:ispau:hed for the downed vehicle, managed 
'> pull Chosa from his car and Chosa then 
:sade contact with his office dispatcher. 
-iChober hooked '9' his wrecker to the 
atrol car and pulled some of the wreckage 
,ut of tbe way so Sivak and Forchette were 
o longer smashed against the cage in the 
lick of the patrol car but no effort was 
1I8de to remove them at the time due to 
aeir injuries said Chosa. 

Seven police cars, two from Mineral 
Aunty, two from Sanders Countv, two 
rom the Montana Highway PatrOl and one 
,iVW car from the Haugan weigh station 
esponded to assist as well as two ambuJan­
iCS and two wreckers were at the scene. All 
Ive invoived were taken to Mineral County 
aospital in Superior where Sivak and . 
,orrchette were then taken to SL Patricks 
~ospital in Missoula where Sivak was 
'~ for a collapsed lung, crushed 
JCrtebrae and numerous other injuries. As 
If Tuesday be was said to be recovering. 
';orchette was treated for a on on her 
lbeek and bruised organs and released. 
)eputy Chosa was hospitalized until Sun­
lav with internal bruises and various other 
iljiuies. Chosa said he credits his not being 
nore seriously injured when he hit the 
:teering wheel on his bullet proof vest as it 
:S designed to disperse the impact over the 
~hole chest portion. Chosa says he hopes to 

w eoo h to be back to work bv the 

Above, the totaled patrol car 
struck by a pickup operated by 
William Kincheloe, 19, Super­
Ior. The patrol car was stopped 
behind a disabled car where 
deputy Mark Chou had gone 
to render aid, near Haugan. 
Kincheloe plead guilty to a OUI 
charge following the Incident. 
Below, the shattered Interior of 
the car. 

Photos' Tim Smith 

and placed in the Mineral County jail for 
DUI and an insurance violation. A Mineral 
County Sheriffs spokesman said that Kin­
cheloe' and Managhan had said that they 
had been at Quinn's Hot Springs on the 
cut-off road in Sanders County prior to the 
accident and at the time of the accident 
really didn't know where they were or 
where they were going. The spokesman 
added that he could believe that due to the 
extremely intoxicated state that they were 
m. 

charges of DUl. second offense; operating a 
motor vehicle without liability insurance in 
effect and no scatbelt in use. Davis 
sentenced Kincheloe to six months in jail 
and SSlO.OO fUle with all but 30 daYS of 
the jail time suspended for DUl chafge and 
10 days in jail and SllO.OO fine with all 
but two days of the jail time suspended for 
the insurance charge and $20.00 fine for the 
scatbelt charge. 

A Mineral Countv Attornev's Office 
id tIiat the coUnt attornev 

that may be pending are: minor in 
possesion of alcohol and vehicular assault. 
The maximum penalty for the assault 
charge is not more than SI.OOO.OO or one 
year in the state prison and the possesion I 
maximum penalty is SSOO.OO or six months • 
in jail according to the county attorneys 
office. 

Chosa is a former Hot Springs resident. 
and former jailer with the Sanders County .~ 
Sheriffs Office and a reserve deputy with 
the Sanders Countv De artment and is 
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p.o. Box 78, Anaconda, Mont. 59711 
Day Center (406) 563-5229 
Workshop (406) 563-5220 
Group Home - Anaconda (406) 563-5650 
Group Home - Butte {40o, 782-6542 

Testimony Supporting Senate 322 
"An act to create an exempt i on to 

motor carrier laws for private 
nonprofits organizations providing 

transportat i on of the 
hand j capped and elder 1 y." 

! n October 1988, AW.AR.E. I nco was awarded a contract from Department 
of SRS to provide transportation in Butte Mt. to the adult Dev. Dis. 
population. AW.AR.E. Inc. had bid on this contract because the previous 
Provider had abandoned services in July of 1988 leaving over 100 Disabled 
Montanan's to fend for themselves. Some of these individuals, particularly 
those individuals least capable of fending for themselves, were 
subsequently unable to receive services from July to November. These 
individuals certainly were adversely effected by the previous Provider's 
activities. 

Apparently the plan being implemented by this Provider was to demand 
more money from SRS and when denied, force SRS to bid the contract 
competitively. Dumping the people out on the street was done to prove to 
SRS they had to comply with what ever demands were made for additional 
funds. I emphasize the Disabled people of the City of Butte were used to 
prove a pOint. No concern was paid to the detrimental effects of denying 
services to this group. 

It seems the Provider in this case was surprised that AW.AR.E. Inc. bid on 
the service and even more surprised that we received the bid. Please 
Remember, to the best of our knowledge this service had been abandoned. 

I t seems part of the scheme deve loped by the Provi der eva lved around the 
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fact that due to the procedures that exist in the PSC system, I twas 
believed that with out a PSC license no one would be able to bid for these 
services let alone obtain the bid. 

Approximately eight months after AW.AR.E. Inc. started to provide the 
ser"il"e 'Ale v'e ro I"\otifl'e rl thero \A'-:AC a I"\r~hlom h\1 tho Dc::,r IVI ....... 'f'f v I ...... Ii I "'"" I , ...... Y'fr",..,.~ t"""\J·Io,JL ...... III ....... ' .... 11,..,..' __ , 

We were told we would have to cease service unti 1 we got a 1 icense, There 
are two ways to get a 1 icense 1.) Apply through the PSC for a 

1 icen:;e. 
2.) Buy a 1 icense from the current 

licensee. In this instance the 
Provi cjer who had abandoned the 
service. 

The problem with #' 1 is the previous Provider could protest our getting the 
1 icense and hold the 1 icensing process up for between 6 and 9 months. 
This put the PSC in the position of having to stop our service, It put 
A W.AR.E. I nco into the posi t ion of defaul t ing on its loans when services 
would stop. Consequently we paid $5000,00 to an individual who had 
abandoned the responsibility in the first place and attempted to use the 
disabled population in Butte as his personal pawn in this process. 

This situation allowed the previous provider to hold us up for $5000.00 
for a license it only costs $100.00 to apply for. This license only allows 
us to provide transportation that starts or ends at the Butte Sheltered 
Workshop only. 

There are several pOints that need to be stressed here; 

1,) The Disabled in Montana have a right to be free of 
exploitation of the sort they were subject to in Butte. 

2,) Services to the Disabled need to be provided by 
organizations that understand the special needs of the population and in a 
way that protects them. 

3,) These services need to be coordinated with many 
agencies and individuals to provide the widest spectrum of opportunities 
possible. 



Committee Hearing on Transportation 

To Whom It May Concern. 
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Feb. 19. 1991 

The Federal Government. in the last few months. have increased 
the rights to handicapped individuals so that these people may 
lead as normal a life as possible. In Montana this was dealt 
a severe blow by the Public Service Commission by no longer 
allowing public transportation to sign contracts with other 
nonprofit agencies. 

In Great Falls this has set back a coordination effort between 
agencies that we have been trying to build for the last eight 
years. Guarding one's turf is back. Transportation providers 
no longer feel like they can rely on other agencies to help with 
transportation needs. In fact the rumor is that helping out 
other agencies is illegal. 

Very few nonprofit providers in Montana have gone out and 
solicited contractors for transportation. Usually it's just the 
opposite. The Great Falls Senior Citizen Transportation system 
has been approached by other agencies to help fill the void in 
their transportation needs. Three percent of the overall budget 
for the Great Falls Transit System is set aside for handicap 
transportation. The amount of this money is in the neighborhood 
of fifty dollars a day. Only three of their vehicles have 
wheelchair lifts that work. All other rides must be contracted 
out. Four handicap individuals may receive rides by the private 
providers with that amount of money. The Senior System would be 
able to transport twice that amount of passengers. The 
handicap individuals are the ones that have to pay the price of 
no transportation. 

Easter Seal contacted us two years ago about the possibility of 
transporting their clients. The majority of their people were 
transported nicely by Hall Transit but a few individuals needed 
to be picked up by taxi. The taxi company broke three wheels on 
individuals wheelchairs by tossing them into to trunk of their 
vehicles. We have transported the same four individuals for 
the last two years. It is not always a matter of money. 
These individuals needed respect for themselves and their 
property. 
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Deaconess Hospital started a transportation brokering system in 
Great Falls several years ago. Their system was so successful 
that it was cost ing them over $300. 000 i:l year. They wanted to 
negotiate a fee system with the local taxi company for reduced 
rates for their costumers. The taxi company refused sighting 
the regulations of the PSC and their rate structure. The taxi 
company so Id out to another company thi:lt runs the system now. 
But the people still expect to be transported to the Hospital at 
a reasonable cost. The over 60 age group uses the Senior System 
for their needs. This has increased our workload without 
increasing our pockets. In fact. we transport the Deaconess 
Nursing Home patients to their medical appointments. We have 
not charged these individuals since learning of the PSC ruling in 
the last month but we have still transported these clients. 

Transportation is the key for many programs. Many handicap and 
elderly clients should not be allowed to drive due to physical 
handicaps but this might change if you do not exempt these 
transportation providers. Mobility is freedom and all Americans 
want to be free to choose including the elderly and handicap. 
Without affordable transportation their freedom to choose is 
history. 

Randy Barrett 
Aging Services 
PO Box 202 
Black Eagle, Mt. 59404 
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Whenever possible, boxes must be located so that carrier's vehicle 
is off pavement when serving them. 

Box number must be painted on box in numerals not less than one 
inch high. 

PO~{ mu~t be neat and of adequate strength and size. 

Approach to box should be a hard level surface (gravel, cinders, 
stone). 

Boxes must be placed to conform with state laws and highway 
regulations. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Suggested installation 
01 a single 00)(, 

Suggested installation where snow removal 
is a problem. 

Extend box beyond end of post. Anach board holding box to post 
with screws or doublehead nails, permitting easy removal if necessary 
to adjust box height. 

PS Form 4056, Sep. 1987 (R~verse) .U.S.GPO: 1988·0-202-395/73038 
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

ROLL(CALL VOTE 

DATE ~ -/5-9/ BILL NO. sB /;2/ NOMBER ___ _ 

it:>1V £. l ---- 9- g. 

I NAME I AYE I NO I 
REP. FLOYD "BOB" GERVAIS, VICE-CHAIRMAN V 

REP. ERNEST BERGSAGEL V 

REP. ROBERT CLARK V 

REP. JANE DEBRUYCKER V 
REP. ALVIN ELLIS, JR. V 

REP. GARY FELAND V 
REP. MIKE FOSTER V 

REP. PATRICK GALVIN V 

REP. DICK KNOX l/ 

REP. DON LARSON V 
REP. SCOTT MCCULLOCH ./ 

REP. JIM MADISON V 

REP. LINDA NELSON t/ 
REP. DON STEPPLER V 
REP. HOWARD TOOLE V 

REP. ROLPH TUNBY v/' 

REP. BARRY "SPOOK" STANG, CHAIRMAN ~ 

TOTAL q ~ 
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SENATE BILL 356 THAT WAS INTRODUCED BY SENATOR Tor1 BECK IS A HIGHWAY SAFETY 
BILL. 

A RURAL CARRIER AND POSTAL MANAGEMENT WORK TEAM, MANY ARE HERE THIS AFTERNOON, 

HAVE BEEN WORKING THIS PAST YEAR COLLECTING INFORMATION ON THE SAFETY HAZARDS 
THAT MAIL BOXES AND THIER LOCATIONS ON THE HIGHWAYS AND ROADS IN THE STATE 
CREATE BOTH FOR THE RURAL CARRIERS AND THE PUBLIC TRAVELING THESE ROADS. 

('THE VIDEO WAS PRODUCED BY THE DEPT OF SAFETY, STATE OF TEXAS AND SOME OF THE 

\j:OOTAGE IS LOCAL. IT DEMONSTRATES WHAT OUR CONCERNS ARE. 

STATE WIDE RURAL CARRIERS DELIVER TO 50,305 MAIL BOXES DAILY, MANY ARE LOCATED 
IN A SAFE APPROACH AREA, BOTH FOR THE POSTAL CUSTOMER AND THE RURAL CARRIER. 
IT IS THE FEW THAT ARE UNSAFE THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO CORRECT. WE URGE YOU TO 
GIVE THIS BILL A FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION. 

THANK YOU 

~;ck~~ 
DICK BAUMAN 

POSTMASTER DEER LODGE 
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