
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
51st LEGISLATURE - SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

Call to Order: 
1989, at 10:30 

By Vice-Chairman Gary Aklestad, on June 22, 
a.m., Room 108, Capitol 

Members Present: 

Members Excused: 

Members Absent: 

Staff Present: 

ROLL CALL 

Senator Gary Aklestad, Senator Loren 
Jenkins, Senator Esther Bengtson, Senator 
Matt Himsl, Senator Paul Boylan, Senator 
Tom Keating, Senator Judy Jacobson, 
Senator H. W. "Swede" Hammond, Senator Pat 
Regan, Senator Larry Tveit, Senator Dennis 
Nathe, Senator Greg Jergeson, Senator 
Gerry Devlin, Senator Richard Manning, 
Senator Sam Hofman, Senator Ethel Harding 

Senator Fred Van Valkenburg, Senator 
Lawrence Stimat70r ~enator Pete Story 

None 

Judy Rippingale 

HEARING ON HB 15 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 

Representative Francis Bardanouve indicated this is the feed 
bill for the special session, and has been carefully worked 
out by the Chief Clerk of the House and the Senate officers, 
Legislative Council, and a small appropriation for the Fiscal 
Analyst. He added that the bill is based on the session 
called for but, if it runs longer, they will have to have more 
money. 

Representative Bardanouve reported that the House is running 
on less officers and personnel than they usually have. He 
indicated the Legislative Council appropriation is based on 
very carefully estimated costs of what they need for the 
services they render, and that the Fiscal Analyst appropria­
tion of $12,000 is for printing of the Fiscal Analyst's 
report. He indicated that, ordinarily, the Fiscal Analyst's 
report would have been pr inted in Mayor June, after the 
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regular session, but the Finance Committee decided they will 
not publish that report, and will wait until the results of 
the special session, to save some money and, therefore, this 
$12,000 will print the combined report of the regular session 
and the special session. He noted that there is money in the 
Fiscal Analyst's budget for the report which would have been 
printed, and which will revert back to the general fund, so 
this is for the special session, and will be used after the 
end of the fiscal year. He added that the money in the 
present Fiscal Analyst's budget will revert at the end of 
June. 

Representative Bardanouve reported that someone pointed out 
that the Senate costs, per member, will be slightly higher 
than the House, but indicated that, of course, that is always 
the case, because the costs of basic officers and personnel 
in the Senate would be divided by approximately 50, while 
those same basic officers and personnel in the House would be 
divided by 100, so the costs, per member, in the Senate will 
be slightly higher because there are only half as many 
Senators. He noted that someone pointed this outr as i! the 
Senate was being a spent-thrift, but pointed out that, if you 
use the division of the membership it comes out the same. 

Representative Bardanouve indicated that Bob Person of the 
Legislative Council compiled these figures, and may have 
something to say. He then indicated that, in the regular 
session, the money can carryon past the year, but that the 
money in this bill will revert, at the end of the fiscal year, 
that, if there is any left over, it will revert, and will not 
be carried on to be used for something else. He added that 
it is a basic, bare minimum budget for this session. 

List of Testifying Proponents and What Group they Represent: 

Bob Person, Executive Director, Legislative Council 

Testimony: 

Mr. Person indicated that spread sheets have been distributed 
to the commi ttee members, a copy of which is attached as 
Exhibit 1, which detail the budgets for all of the agencies. 
He stated that he would certainly be willing to answer any 
questions about it. 

Questions From Committee Members: 

Q. Senator Devlin indicated he is real curious about the 
Fiscal Analyst's reversion that Representative Bardanouve 
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talked about, and asked how much money is going to be 
reverted. 

A. Representative Bardanouve responded that they estimate 
about $26,000 will be reverted from the Fiscal Analyst's 
office. He noted that part of that will be for publish­
ing of the bi-annual report, which would have been 
published, and there is money they have not used for 
consultants. He indicated they estimate the reversion 
of the Fiscal Analyst's office will be in the neighbor-

_ hood of $26,000-$27,000. He indicated that one thing Ms. 
Rippingale pointed is that, if they are requested to do 
some very heavy computer runs for this special session, 
they have not put in any requests for heavy use of 
computers, and that might eat up some of that $26,000. 
He reiterated that they roughly estimate, at this moment, 
about $26,00 or $27,000 will revert. 

Q. Senator Devlin asked Representative Bardanouve how much 
of that is appropriated to them for the duties of the 
regular session reports. 

A. Representative Bardanouve responded that $12,000, which 
would have been used for the report, was not used, and 
will be re-appropriated, here. 

Q. Senator Devlin indicated he knows that, overall, $26,000 
will come back, but asked how much of that $26,000 was 
appropriated for just the regular session report. 

A. Representative Bardanouve responded $12,000, estimated, 
which is about the same as what they have in this bill, 
and would have covered the report, if it had been made 
in June or May, after the regular session. 

Q. Senator Devlin asked Representative Bardanouve if there 
is no way they can just use the $12,000 out of the 
$26,000, and if it has to go back the first of July. 

A. Representative Bardanouve responded that the Fiscal 
Analyst's budget ends at the end of the fiscal year. He 
indicated it will be the same money, except that they can 
publish the report after the end of the fiscal year, 
which will probably be in late July or early August, into 
the new fiscal year. 

Q. Senator Devlin asked if there would be about $14,000 net 
savings. 
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A. Representative Bardanouve responded that about $26,000 
will be reverted and, of that $26,000, they have $12,000 
in this bill. 

Q. Senator Himsl referred to page one of the spread sheet, 
and asked what does "adj for Boharski" mean. 

A. Representative Bardanouve responded that is an adjustment 
for Representative Boharski. 

Mr. Person indicated there are legislative salaries for 
the session, and there is per diem. He explained that, 
since one Representative takes what would have been the 
per diem amount as a different kind of salary, because 
of the bill passed at the beginning of the regular 
session, a minor adjustment was made in the amounts. He 
indicated that the $50 was included in the formula for 
salaries, and removed from the per diem, so that 99 
Representatives were calculated at the per diem rate, 
for eleven days. He noted the amount of money that 
individual receives is added in, under salary. 

Q. Senator Himsl asked Mr. Person if eleven session days 
and one extra day would be the difference between $~9,400 
and $58,207. 

A. Mr. Person responded no, that it is eleven session days 
plus one Sunday, at $50 per day, for 99 members. 

Q. Senator Himsl asked if this has no relationship, then, 
to the figures attached to it. He indicated he reads it 
as $59,400, eleven session days plus one extra day, for 
Boharski. 

A. Mr. Person responded that is eleven session days, plus 
one extra day, for all 99 members, noting they get $50 
for Sunday, plus eleven days in session. He added they 
work six days this week, get $50 for Sunday, and work 
five days next week. 

Q. Senator Himsl asked if the "adj" means it was adjusted 
for him. 

A. Mr. Person responded that is right, that amount has been 
reduced, and the other amount increased. 

Q. Vice-Chairman Aklestad referred to the $112,000 for the 
Legislative Council, noting most of the staff is on duty, 
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and asked Mr. Person what is most of that cost, if 
printing, etc., is in that, and what the breakdown is. 

A. Mr. Person responded that the biggest amount of the cost 
is for bill printing, and reviewed the spread sheet 
breakdown. 

Q. Senator Devlin asked Mr. Person if there is a reversion 
from his department, too. 

A. " - Mr. Person responded yes, that there is a fairly sig­
nificant one. 

Closing by Sponsor: 

Representative Bardanouve thanked Vice-Chairman Aklestad for 
the hearing, noting he is sure the committee is taking good 
care of the bill. 

Vice-Chairman Aklestad announced the hearing on HB15 as 
closed. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 15 

Discussion: 

Senator Jacobson reported there is an amendment, and dis­
tributed copies to the committee members, a copy of which is 
attached as Exhibit 2. She noted it is a technical amendment 
on page 1, line 20, which reads lithe following amount is 
appropriated to the Office of the LFA", and it should read 
lithe following amount is appropriated from the general fund". 
She offered a motion that HB15 be amended. 

Amendments and Votes: 

Motion passed by the committee that HB15 be amended on page 
1, line 20, following II appropr iated", to inseL't II from the 
general fund". 

Recommendation and Vote: 
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Senator Hims1 offered a motion that HB15, as amended, be 
concurred in. 

Motion passed by the committee that HB15, as amended, be 
concurred in. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 10:50 a.m. 

GCA/mhu 
HB15.622 
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Bob Person ~ 

:RE: Special Session Feed Bill 

Introduction 

RED MENAHAN 
JOHN MERCER 

Here is a draft of the Special Session feed bill. Along with it 
are spreadsheets that detail the budgets. I developed these with 
leadership, leadership staff, and legislative agency staffs. We 
have attempted to identify all costs reasonably associated with 
the special session in these budgets. Comments to the side of 
the items disclose the assumptions that were used to calculate 
the budget amount. In the balance of this memo, I will explain 
the structure of the budget and summarize overall assumptions. 

Budget structure 

Budgets for the House and the Senate are each developed using 
three responsibility centers: 51st Legislature (house) Special 
Session 1 (# 8911), Attache Salaries (# 8912), and Presession 
(# 8913). 

The 8911 centers include budgets for legislator salaries during 
and immediately following the session, operating expenses for the 
operation of each of the houses, and capital expenditure budgets. 

The 8912 centers include budgets for paying the employees of the 
House and the Senate for special session work during and after 
the end of the session. 

The 8913 centers include budgets for costs incurred prior to the 
beginning of the special session for committee meetings and 
leadership travel. 



The Legislative Council budget includes centers for legislative 
information, legislative services, bill printing and 
distribution, legislative publications, and legislative telephone 
service. These centers provide budgets to pay additional staff 
and operating costs anticipated to cover special session costs. 

An appropriation is included as well for the Legislative Fiscal 
Analyst. It covers printing costs that had to be deferred to the 
next fiscal year. 

Overall assumptions 

In preparing the budget 11 session days were assumed. All 
salaries, overtime, and expenses were related to this duration 
assumption. Should the session extend beyond June 30, additional 
funds may be needed. 

One round trip for legislators during session has been assumed. 
The statute authorizes additional trips if the legislature 
approves it, but only one is budgeted • 

.'Finally, we assumed that in so far as possible, all costs to be 
incurred for the special session should be identified and 
budgeted in this bill. 

Conclusion 

If you have any questions, I will be happy to go over this with 
you in detail. In the meantime, we will continue to prepare the 
bill for introduction. 

Enc. 

MS024 9l66rphb 
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Amendments to House Bill No. 15 
Third Reading Copy 

For the Senate Fiance and Claims Committee 
June 22, 1989 

1. Page 1, line 20. 
Following: "appropriated" 
Insert: "from the general fund" 
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