MINUTES
MONTANA SENATE
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Call to Order: By CHAIRMAN DELWYN GAGE, on MARCH 22, 1989
at 7:30 a.m.
ROLL CALL
Members Present: Senator Delwyn Gage, Chairman, Senator Pete
Story, Senator Joe Mazurek, Representative Jerry
Nisbet, Representative Bill Strizich and Representative
Dick Nelson.
Members Excused: None
Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Shirley Herrin, Secretary

Announcements/Discussion: None

LIST OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE:

Scott Seacat, Legislative Auditor
Celia Farlan, Consumer Counsel

Mike Trevor, Dept. of Administration
Bob Person, Legislative Council
Deborah Schmidt, EQC

HOUSE BILL 496

Senator Gage announced the purpose of the meeting was to
discuss the rejection by the House of the amendments that
were proposed by the Senate. He noted that each of the
agencies that were involved in the bill were represented at
the meeting, and requested that Rep. Jerry Nisbet express
the concerns the House had concerning the amendments.

Representative Nisbet stated he was particularly concerned
about how the council would work. He noted the planning
process would be tedious and somewhat technical and that
some of the legislator members of the committee who are
directly involved in it would be required to travel to
Helena for at least a monthly meeting for the next eight or
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ten months, and there may be some reluctance to do that. He
then commented that the staff's role is not clear.

Senator Gage said perhaps the staff didn't feel they were
going to be involved enough in the process. He suggested
the staff members meet and come up with a program and then
submit it to the legislative members for their review.

Senator Mazurek noted that it was his concensus as well that
the chain of command should be established before it was
finally adopted.

Bob Person, Representing the Legislative Council, stated his
observation of the situation was that in the past the
Legislature had rejected fairly soundly the concept of any
kind of centralization or legislative reorganization. He
pointed out this bill was an effort to provide a co-
ordinative structure, that would co-ordinate six independent
agencies; the House, the Senate and the staff agencies that
assist them. He reviewed the chain of command within the
various agencies, noting that the chain of command in the
House and the Senate was less clear, but that the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, and the
Legislative Administration Committees have some major role
in the decision making process regarding the provision of
the kinds of services that serve the Senate. And their
decisions have something to do with how much interaction
they have with the agencies that have been established to
serve the Senate and the House.

Mr. Person stated that with regard to the House and the
Senate, the issues are extremely complex, because decisions
have to be made regarding how and to what extent the
temporary staff of the legislature is going to be outfitted
to serve them. He also noted the growing concern of the
House and the Senate to be able to provide services to the
legislators themselves. He said the question is really how
to establish a framework for discussion with the independent
entities, to work in a general direction and set a standard
within which all of the groups can make their decisions,
within their own budget, and with the maximum co-ordination
possible.

Senator Gage explained to Mr. Person that the purpose of the
meeting was merely to decide whether the Senate amendments
should be adopted by the House.

Representative Nisbet asked Senator Blaylock if he had any
ideas he would like to add to the discussion. Senator
Blaylock replied that setting up a structure to get co-
ordination from the legislative groups was a laudable idea.
He stressed the importance of communicating through the
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computers but noted if the planning process is left entirely
up to the staff people and they are in disagreement, then
the legislature needs to be able to make the final decision.

Senator Story inquired about the amount of money that was
involved in the program and how many systems were being
requested. Mr. Person replied that the House had set aside
$145,000 in its budget, and the Senate had set aside $10,000
or $15,000, as they only needed to choose a new network
software. He noted the Legislative Council is planning
expansion of the existing system and the Fiscal Analyst
Office is planning to make changes that will better co-
ordinate them with rest of the systems.

Senator Mazurek stated that most of the planning has to be
done by the staff people who work with the systems on a
daily basis, and what the Senate was trying to say was
before they were locked into a policy which all agencies
systems would have to conform to, there should be
legislative review and approval.

Scott Seacat then recommended to the chairman that the issue
be taken to a free conference committee and on page three of
the bill the words "directors of legislative staff" be
deleted and the insert the words "representatives of
legislative committee", and direct that the staff come up
with a plan and make a proposal.

After a brief discussion Senator Mazurek moved to dissolve
the Conference Committee and request a Free Conference

Committee. The motion was seconded by Representative Nisbet
and PASSED unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment At: 8:00 a.m.

DG/SH

CONCOM. SH
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NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
SENATOR DELWYN GAGE X
SENATOR PETE STORY X
SENATOR JOE MAZUREK X
REP. JERRY NISBET X
REP. BILL STRIZICH X
REP. DICK NELSON X

Each day attach to

minutes.



" aAbn ¢y

AGH"D0EEY9169

LPutuueyrd, :jassur
wAoT10d, 9%TI3S
‘9T Jurl ‘s abed 61

JButuuerd, :3xasux
Kot10d, :ayrtaas
.Spiepue3s, :3aasul
wS2T0oTTOd, :8YT13S
*$1 SuIT ‘S abeq 81

wbutuueyd, :ji1asul
«Ao110d, :foyria3s
1T Bury ‘'S ebeg "L1

«Putuueyrd, :3xssur
wAot10d, :a)TIIS
"0 2ulf ‘s abeq °97

Dutuuerd, :jaesur
LAoTT0d, :8)TI3S
“€ dury ‘v 8beq ‘g1

JButuuerd, :3assuy
IhU,.ﬂHOQI 9)¥a13s
1 aury ‘y abeg °p1

CButuuerd, :3aasujg
«Ao110d, :oyTI13S
*GZ duTY ‘g sbeg ‘g1

K3sayxjua a1Tay3l ur €7 uybnoiyl Yz sSoUTT :9a3TI3S
‘€z ubnoayy 1z ssury ‘g abeq -zl

.T1ToUnNOO
butuuerd ay3 jo asquwow HurjoAuocu ® Se 9AIDS [TeYs oym *‘, :}ISSUT
«HINAe3, :buimoryod
sgg @ury ‘g abed °[1

«TTOUnod butuueyd syj 1TEYD TTPUS Oym *, :jaasujl
EFPURea, :butmortog
‘11 |urtr ‘¢ ebeq -0t

w9SNOY ey

JO ©233TuwwoD uoTjeIISTUTWPER dATIRISTESY Byl jo uewateyod syl
Aq pejeubrsap asnoy yoes jo aariejussaadsl isyjoue 19, ijiasug
6 SUTT UL NVWYIVHD, ubnoiayy { aury uo _¥IHLO INO OGNY. :3YTI3S
‘6 ybnoayy [ saury ‘g obeg ‘¢

LJswie-je-sjueabass, :319sul

€ 3o gz sabeyq
6861 ‘87 yoaew

| [ ] i ] 3 F

L F ¥ P | S  § [ 3

AGHTIDEE9169 LO3C3Y

Ldoav

LJuoTIRIISTUTWPR
3ATIRTSTHST uo 892337u0D BY3 FO usWITEYO, :aNTIIS

‘g pue p sauyl ‘g abeq ‘g

. wIoyeads ay3y, :3xzesug
wHIH. :3)TI38
‘€ dUTT ‘g abeg ¢

w2AT3e3UasSO1daa, :3x8SUT
wdIGWIAN, :9YTI3S
‘T dull ‘g 8beq ‘g

»XIB8TO FBTYD, :3aasury
«13)eads, :ayTi3s
‘Tt duIT ‘g abeg °g

«Juapysaxd sy, :ilxasug
«HWIH. t3YTI23S5
«9AT3RJUDSDIdaI, t318sul
wHIBHAW, (3XT13S

*Gz SuIT ‘z °beq ‘y

«K1e321008, :j19S5UL

LJusprsaad, :9%Tals

suoTjoasqns juanbasqns :xaqunuay
w{l)ae :3309SUL

« (V). z3yTI3S

‘pz Bdulyl ‘g sbeq ¢

LButuueid, :13i1esuy
«Ao110d, :aytaas
“€C duyt ‘g e8beq ¢

«{T)s :2YTI3S
butuueid, :3assug
«Aor10d, :oyTalS
*ZT Buyl ‘z abeg "1

:8MOTT03J se papusue
8q (uowies -- Adod 8dua219391) 96b ‘1714 ASNOH IPYI PUBUMODSI am

*96b 1719
4SNOH O3} Sjudwpuswe 83eUSS SYI pue 96 ‘IIIA ISNOH :PIIIPTISUOD

pue 32w 96p T1TIG ISAOH UO 833ITuWO) SOUITIJUO) 2313 INCK ‘aym

:xo)eoads IW pu®e JudpISAAd TIAW

£ 30 1 abeyg

6861 ‘8Z uyoiew ‘1 °"oN 3ji0day
96 ‘1119 ISNON uo
2333 THUOD ISDUSBIIJUOD EEBR |



AU DDLE9169

K103g 833134 ‘uag

ra3euas a8yl aog tasnoy oYy 104

-paijdope aq 310day 8933 TUMIO) DOUBIBIJUOD STYY eyl 2bin om

Jueyrd, :jaasury
«21e jeyl (rounod Lortod, :axtias
"G 8uty ‘9 abeqd g

LUT, $3TOSUL
«Aq, iayriag
“p @url ‘9 °bed ‘'zt

suot3loas juanbasqns :iaqunuay
. 'Saatjejuasaadar jJo asnoy Iyl pue Ijeuss
8yl JOo s9933Tuwod uoTIviISTUTWpPE dAaTIeisThbar ay3z Aq Ajjurvof
pajdope pue pasoadde aq 3Isnu ueld waysds 1dj3ndwod yodueiq
aaTjersybat ayl °spaepuels jo uotridope -- uerd waisds
1a3ndwos youeiq aaTielsibal g UOTINBS  "NOILDIS MAN. :3d1onuy
vz 9ull :buimoryoa
"vz Sull ‘S ®beg -1g

JButuueid, :jassug
«Aot10d, :9yT13S
*gT @uTl ‘S abed "0z

g€ Jo ¢ abug
6861 ‘8¢ udaeu



