
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Call to Order: By Chairman Ethel M. Harding, on March 21, 
1989, at 12:30 p.m. in room 405, State Capitol 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Chairman Ethel M. Harding; Vice Chairman 
Bruce D. Crippen; Senators R.J. "Dick" Pinsoneau1t, Tom 
Beck, Eleanor Vaughn, H.W. "Swede" Hammond, Mike 
Walker, Gene Thayer, Paul Boylan 

Members Excused: None 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Connie Erickson, Legislative Council; 
Dolores Harris, Committee Secretary 

Announcements/Discussion: The Montana Association of 
Counties and the League of Cities and Towns has invited 
this committee and their spouses to dinner at the 
Montana Club on March 29, at 7:00 p.m. The committee 
accepted this gracious offer. 

Chairman Harding stated that HB 440 had been amended by this 
committee and passed out of committee with a do concur 
recommendation. Because of technical changes, the 
amendments were a little different than the committee 
had seen, she wanted them to read them and be certain 
they approved. The committee members read the 
amendments and did not find any problem, so Chairman 
Harding signed the standing committee report. See 
Exhibit 1. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 647 

Discussion: Chairman Harding stated this is the "Citizen 
Bonds" bill and there were some amendments suggested at 
the hearing. Connie Erickson passed out copies of the 
proposed amendments. See exhibit 1. This is a 
technical amendment that Rep. Kadas requested. It goes 
on page 1, following line 21 add a new subsection (4) 
An officer, employee, contracted financial consultant, 
or contracted advisor employed or retained by a city or 
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town selling citizen bonds may not purchase those 
bonds. 

Senator Crippen asked if you had citizen bonds as part of an 
overall bond issue, if they did not sell this part, 
what would happen? Senator Pinsoneault answered that 
the overall issue would be underwritten by someone like 
D. A. Davidson or some other underwriter, and if all 
the citizen bonds didn't sell, the contractual 
consultant would take them over. Senator Crippen said 
when they underwrite don't they buy the bonds? Connie 
Erickson stated contracted financial consultant was put 
in the amendment to avoid conflict of interest. 
Senator Crippen and Senator Thayer said the underwriter 
takes on the whole obligation. This is a citizen bond. 
Senator Thayer wondered about the compelling need to 
have small denomination bonds out there. 

Senator Hammond asked who are you trying to help, the cities 
or the purchaser of the bonds? Senator Pinsoneault 
understands that philosophically if a city has a 
project such as a swimming pool, bridge or whatever, 
this would allow the people who want the project to 
have a part in this particular project. He agrees with 
this concept. He says the A. G. is there if the 
project gets in trouble and needs advise. Conceptually 
there isn't a problem. Senator Hammond stated that for 
small projects, the large underwriters aren't 
interested. So this is a method to fund smaller city 
projects. Senator Vaughn stated that was the testimony 
from Missoula. The city can manage smaller bond issues 
by themselves and allow local people to participate. 

Senator Harding said her note says this bill allows small 
scale investors to buy tax exempt bonds. That was the 
big thrust. Senator Pinsoneault said he can understand 
why professional brokers stand against this bill; they 
would loose a commission. Senator Hammond said they 
don't bother with these small issues much anyway. 
Senator Harding stated this bill is based on the Oregon 
statute. She wondered about the attorney general's roll 
in this situation. Senator Pinsoneault said this is a 
rather new area and he is concerned about the 
purchaser, how much risk is there. He supports this 
bill with cautious optimism. Let's try this and see 
what happens. Senator Crippen talked with an exbroker 
and he represents municipalities and the like and he 
agrees with this bill, and most cities that do this 
would not do it on their own, they would contract with 
someone with expertise to help them. There is a need 
for this, but he worries that city governmental 
officials do work that is offered in the free 
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enterprise business area better. Senator Pinsoneault 
stated a city would be foolish if they didn't use an 
expert for a professional opinion. Giving cities this 
authority doesn't mean they will not use prudent 
decisions and obtain advise. 

Amendments and Votes: Senator Vaughn MOVED that we ACCEPT 
the AMENDMENT as stated above. The VOTE was UNANIMOUS 
in FAVOR of the AMENDMENT. 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Vaughn MOVED that HB 647 
BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. 8 Senators VOTED in FAVOR 
and Senator Thayer VOTED OPPOSED. Motion carried and 
Senator Pinsoneault will carry HB 647 to the Senate 
floor. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 656 

Discussion: Connie Erickson stated last session there was 
work done on SID laws and this is an accompaniment to 
that. It's to help cities and towns that are caught 
with a bunch of property with SIDs. Columbia Falls and 
Bozeman are two cities caught in this situation, and 
this bill will give them some flexibility in dealing 
with them. 

Senator Vaughn asked if there is a problem in getting the 
SIDs paid off if they can waive these delinquent 
payments? Is there provisions for funds to payoff 
these obligations anyway? What happens to SIDs where 
certain people haven't paid their share and they lay 
there delinquent and its spread out over a group to 
pay? The city gets the property. So all they're 
waiving is the penalty and interest? 

Senator Harding stated in Polson they have a Woodvine 
Addition and they divided into lots and assessed SID 
against each of those lots. The city ended up with 
all those delinquent taxes on them. This bill waives 
the penalty and interest on the SIOs. 

Senator Hammond thought this was an attempt to restructure 
the SIDs and get the people to pick them up again. 
This is an attempt to let the city resell some of the 
property. Senator Harding said that the cities that 
are stuck with these SIDs could sell or negotiate. 
Senator Hammond said there are cities that have had to 
pay the SIDs because property owners haven't paid them. 
SIOs are looked on with a lot less favor than they used 
to be. 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Boylan MOVED that HB 656 
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BE CONCURRED IN. The VOTE was UNANIMOUS in FAVOR OF HB 
656. Senator Hoffman will carry this bill to the 
Senate floor. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 667 

Discussion: Senator Harding stated HB 667 is 
representative Good's bill from Great Falls. Senator 
Crippen stated we didn't have any amendments on this 
one. Connie Erickson stated that in 7-12-1114 there is 
right of protest provision. It gives 3 possibilities; 
Owners of property in the proposed district have the 
taxable evaluation when aggregated representing not 
less than 50% of the total taxable valuation property 
within the district. Or not less than 50% of the 
owners of property within the district. Or owners of 
property within the proposed district have the 
projected assessments when aggregated representing not 
less than 50% of the total projected assessments. 
Currently that's what the law says. Senator Crippen 
stated that would cover this bill. 

Recommendations & Vote: Senator Thayer MOVED that we DO 
CONCUR in HB 667. The VOTE was UNANIMOUS in FAVOR of 
CONCURRING in HB 667. Senator Thayer will carry HB 667 
to the Senate floor. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 682 

Discussion: Senator Walker asked Connie Erickson to draft a 
proposed amendment to HB 682 and she gave these out to 
the committee. Senator Walker stated that these 
amendments will address the issue of the tenants 
electing someone to the board without the board having 
any voice in the choice. This amendment changes the 
board from 5 to 7 members. The tenants through a 
process of petition signed by no less than 25 adult 
tenants of the authority or 25% of the adult tenants of 
the authority, whichever is greater, make themselves 
available to serve on the board. That would qualify 
the nominees to be on a list, then that list would be 
given to the mayor and the mayor would appoint from 
that list who he thought would be best. One of those 
people would represent tenants and the other would 
represent the disabled and elderly. The terms would be 
2 years, instead of the 4 or 5 year terms the other 
members have. This would give them some say, it lets 
the mayor do the picking, and the person has to get his 
petition signed. It gives both sides a bit of what 
they asked, and it's a fair proposal. 

Senator Thayer thought we were going to leave the board at 5 
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members with 1 member a tenant. 7 member boards can be 
unwieldy. Connie Erickson stated the reason that they 
asked to increase the board was that they did not want 
to eliminate any current members to a tenant 
commissioner. We did not want to displace anyone 
currently serving on the board. 

Senator Crippen asked how big is the smallest housing units? 
50 units is the smallest. Senator Crippen liked the 
idea of 2 for the reason that one tenant on a board 
might be over-awed by the others. Two would work 
together and on a 7 member board it seems about right. 
Senator Thayer asked if we could have just 1. Senator 
Walker stated they wanted to represent a broader 
spectrum of the people within the development. Senator 
Pinsoneault agreed with the 2, one for younger, and one 
for elderly and disabled. This seems to give a good 
balance to the board. Senator Crippen stated one would 
check on the other, too. 

Senator Hammond stated this amendment takes care of one 
strong feeling, and that was if they were going to 
allow tenants on the board that they be appointed in 
the same manner as they were. These amendments do 
that. He has only one home in his area and they are 
completely opposed to this bill, so the number I or 2 
matters little. 

Amendments & Votes: Senator Walker MOVED that we ACCEPT the 
AMENDMENTS as presented in Exhibit 1. The VOTE was 7 
IN FAVOR of accepting these amendments and Senator 
Thayer and Senator Beck OPPOSED the amendment. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Recommendation and Votes: Senator Pinsoneault MOVED that we 
DO CONCUR AS AMENDED in HB 682. Senator Thayer asked 
if anyone testified about tenants advisory boards? He 
said in Great Falls their advisory board does this 
anyway. He doesn't think there are any problems with 
the way things are. The people involved in these 
housing authorities really have the tenants at heart. 
Senator Walker stated there is a federal standard that 
is requiring them to put tenants on the board. HUD has 
encouraged this. 

Senator Crippen stated that by having 2 tenants involved in 
this board's operation, they might realize the real 
intricacies of running a home. The regulations that 
are involved and all the stuff that tenants complain 
about are situations set up by federal law. If the 
other 5 members realize their power, they can use the 
tenant members to funnel information to the other 
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tenants, to develop a better rapport and understanding. 
To be without some type of representation is a source 
of irritation. 

Senator Pinsoneault stated that in his town they go into 
agreement with the Tribes for funding the rehabs. So I 
time they deliberately picked a tribal elder in the 
community and asked him to serve to represent Tribal 
interests. It was amazing how much he had to offer, 
and only when you asked him. 

Senator Hammond stated that a lot of the people on the 
advisory board have put in an enormous amount of time 
to get the project there and they have pride invested 
and it's hard for them to accept the fact that they 
wouldn't have the tenants best interests at heart. 
They raised the point that some tenants are only there 
a short time, so there is a flux in membership. 

Senator Beck stated we have some people unsatisfied with the 
way the operation is going so they want representation 
on the board. This signifies displeasure with 
something and perhaps it is governmental regulations. 
He thinks people that are already on the board should 
be kept and the representation added. Is there an 
ulterior motive with this bill to harass the working 
board? 

Senator Vaughn stated she agrees with Senator Pinsoneault 
and Senator Crippen. She thinks that with 5 members on 
there, 2 additional aren't going to be able to stir 
things up that much and it might help the housing 
authority to get these problems brought back to the 
tenants so they can help solve some of these problems. 
She thinks they serve an excellent purpose being there. 

Senator Walker stated that sometime some insignificant thing 
happens and it snowballs through the complex. So 
having 2 representatives on the inside they can explain 
the truths of what is happening. Those members can 
dispel and defuse those situations. 

Senator Pinsoneault said you may get a trouble maker on the 
board but he soon learns. Senator Walker stated they 
tend to be tougher on their own people than the people 
on the board. 

Senator Beck stated that present board members are not 
receptive to the idea. 

Chairman Harding stated this has been well discussed. 
Senator Boylan called for the question. All those in 
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favor of concurring in HB 682 AS AMENDED say aye. Six 
senators VOTED yes, DO CONCUR AS AMENDED. Senators 
Beck, Hammond and Thayer VOTED against HB 682 AS 
AMENDED. MOTION CARRIED, 6 FOR, 3 AGAINST. Senator 
Walker will carry HB 682 to the Senate floor. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 704 

Discussion: This is representative Cohen's bill. Connie 
Erickson stated this bill has to do with zoning 
districts that were created quite a few years ago and 
they're trying to put a limit on the amount of time 
that you can challenge the creation of a district. 

Senator Hammond stated that each district will have the same 
length of time, 5 years, to protest. It's either 5 
years from that date of this bill, or 5 years from 
creation of the district. That's correct. Senator 
Crippen stated there is a statute of limitations. 
Senator Hammond says here it's 5 years from the date of 
this bill. 

Senator Walker asked Senator Crippen if this bill encouraged 
development? Senator Crippen stated it's designed to 
prevent people from coming in late in the development 
and telling everyone they're doing things wrong and 
challenging. Senator Crippen stated as a developer he 
likes to plan his zoning because it makes a certainty 
out of uncertainty. He explained that, now, when you 
create a zoning district there is no time limit to 
objections and this bill will set a time limit of 5 
years. 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Walker MOVED that we DO 
CONCUR in HB 704. 

Senator Hammond stated that in their county there are 
hearings, and rehearings, this should help some of 
that. Chairman Harding asked Mona Jamison if she would 
speak to this bill. Mona Jamison stated that there is 
still ability to change but after 5 years you won't be 
able to challenge the district. There are still 
procedures available to pursue changes. This bill has 
to do with challenging the zoning of the district as a 
whole. 

Chairman Harding called for the question. All those in FAVOR 
of CONCURRING IN HB 704 say "AYE". 7 Senators VOTED in 
FAVOR of HB 704 and Senators Boylan and Hammond VOTED 
AGAINST. HB 704 carried 7 for, 2 opposed. Senator 
Walker will carry HB 704 to the Senate floor. 
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EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 244 

Discussion: Senator Pinsoneault stated that we live in 
Montana where we generally like guns. This bill is a 
shot gun approach. These activities of trap shooting, 
hunting, archery, and gun related activities are 
important. An interim study to come up with a law that 
considers these activities and funding with regard to 
forced moves, makes sense. We need a solution to a 
problem that is going to plague us for years if we 
don't do something. This is n9t the proper bill for 
our purposes. 

Senator Beck agreed with Senator Pinsoneault. He thinks 
there is a definite problem here. An interim study is 
an excellent solution. 

Senator Harding asked if they would consider grandfathering 
in the existing sites and leave them be? She agrees 
that they can't be exempt from zoning and planning 
forever. But it would be fair to grandfather the 
existing sites in, so rather than kill the bill, she 
would like to do that. There is no way we can exempt 
them from future planning and zoning. They will have 
to be a part of that. 

Senator Crippen asked if they had received their second 
letter from Gary Marbut? Senator Pinsoneault stated 
they have grandfather protection anyway from other 
statutes. He doesn't think they will plan those people 
out of existence. Senator Harding stated that is a 
fear they have; that they will be zoned out of 
existence. 

Senator Thayer stated that people move next to the railroad 
or the airport, then they complain of the noise. This 
is exactly the same thing. We have zoning laws that 
put these ranges way out to begin with, then a 
developer comes along and the range has to move again. 
It's not fair. You have to pay damages when you want a 
site for a parking garage and there is a business 
there. In Great Falls they went out and found a 
suitable sight for that business and relocated it so 
they could build the parking garage. It was no cheap 
deal. Cost the city 1/2 million dollars to do that, 
but there plan specified that piece of land. He thinks 
government has a obligation to look after the existing 
business. This bill goes far beyond that, but 
philosophically it has some validity to expect that we 
can't just close them down. 

Senator Walker stated that Senator Jacobson had that bill 
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before. Senator Jacobson stated that she talked to a 
number of people and they are concerned that local 
government is not aware of the implications of the bill 
when it went through the house. She prepared 2 pages 
of amendments trying to fix the bill, and no matter 
what you do with this bill, it has prime impact on 
local government. She asked Mr. Marbut if there was an 
immediate threat of a closure and he doesn't believe 
that any particular local government is trying to shut 
down a shooting range. There have been problems in the 
eastern part of the country. She said Senator Thayer 
is correct in that these people do deserve to be 
protected, but we need to have the local governments 
and shooting ranges get together and get a reasonable 
compromise, and she would bring that bill the next 
session. 

Senator Pinsoneault stated we need a comprehensive package 
that would include some sort of funding. 

Senator Vaughn thinks these older ranges need protection. 
They have been outside city limits and everything is 
moving around them. She also thinks when developers 
come in, that city planners and commissioners would 
take that into consideration and make the developer 
work out something with the shooting ranges. 

Senator Hammond stated interim studies do not seem to 
produce good legislation yet. 

Senator Harding asked Connie Erickson if there is any way to 
salvage this bill? Connie Erickson answered that some 
of the sections regarding zoning could be salvaged and 
apply them to shooting ranges in existence on the 
effective date of this bill. Gary Marbut does talk 
about doing that in his letter. He also said that on 
page 2, section 4 (2) they would be willing to drop 
that entire subsection, which was the 6 months interim 
resolution. In terms of the closure or relocation, the 
big issue there was not future ranges, but who would 
pay for the move or closure. The sections relating to 
litter, community decay, disorderly conduct, or public 
nuisance need some work. On the bottom of page 9 
noises resulting from shooting activities of a shooting 
range are not considered a public nuisance. Senator 
Beck questioned the section on disorderly conduct. 
These sections probably could have established hours of 
operation attached. She said you probably could 
salvage something out of this bill. 

Connie Erickson stated it's her understanding that if a 
range is in an unzoned place, and later zoning takes 
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place, the existing businesses are automatically 
grandfathered in. Mona Jamison stated she believed 
that to be true. C. Erickson stated there was a case 
in Helena where they tried to do that and couldn't. 
Mona Jamison said it's in "non-conforming use". 

Senator Harding asked Gordon Morris if existing ranges are 
already protected? Gordon Morris stated that he 
testified that a shooting range cannot be zoned out of 
existence, due to the non-conforming use statute, which 
I.sighted. That statute states that if there is a 
zoning change that puts them into conflict with the way 
it's being redefined for zoning purposes, the non
conforming use statute applies and they can stay there 
as long as they like. They are protected. They can't 
be zoned out of existence. Senator Walker stated 
condemnation laws have been used a time or two. Gordon 
Morris stated that is a different matter. 

Senator Beck asked why are local governments so concerned? 
Gordon Morris stated we can apply nuisance statutes, we 
can apply other environmental conditions and we can 
require them to relocate, but at no personal cost to 
themselves and at no personal cost to the county. 

Recommendation and Votes: Senator Pinsoneau1t MOVED that we 
DO NOT CONCUR in HB 244. The VOTE was 6 in FAVOR of 
the MOTION to DO NOT CONCUR in HB 244. Senators 
Walker, Thayer and Harding VOTED AGAINST the MOTION to 
DO NOT CONCUR. The motion carried 6 for, and 3 
against. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 630 

Discussion: Connie Erickson explained this bill was 
sponsored by Representative Koehnke regarding the 
refuse disposal fees for mobile homes parks. Currently 
the fees are paid by the park owners. This bill would 
revise the charges for the refuse disposal to the 
individual owners of the mobile homes themselves. The 
park owners proposed an amendment to page 1, line 23 
strike the phrase "base upon the number of mobile homes 
spaces occupied on January 1," and insert "paid by the 
registered owner of each mobile home in the mobile home 
park." She explained that the title is also amended to 
agree. See exhibit 1. Connie Erickson stated she 
researched the attorney general's opinion, and the 
basis for that opinion was the fact that the whole 
chapter that has to do with refuse disposal districts 
refers to real property and that's why he decided that 
the fees had to be paid by the mobile home park and not 
the owner of the mobile home. Because mobile homes are 
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personal property not real property. 

Amendments and Votes: Senator Hammond MOVED that we ACCEPT 
THE AMENDMENTS as outlined in exhibit 1. 

Senator Hammond stated it seemed reasonable that when they 
pay their taxes on their home they should pay their 
refuse disposal the same as anyone else. This way 
each will pay their share. Senator Hammond said in 
Malta they designated 2 blocks in the city that 
covenant that those lots are for mobile homes. Those 
people all pay for the refuse disposal district when 
they pay their taxes, and those in mobile home parks 

. should do that also. 

Senator Harding asked Gordon Morris if there is a problem 
with this bill. Gordon Morris said that commissioners 
determine the cost of their refuse disposal system by 
the per unit in the district and that can vary. 
According to the A. G.'s opinion a park owner is a 
single unit and should pay only for 1 and Broadwater 
County is counting homes in the park and charging. 
Gordon Morris said the park owner could pass the fees 
on to the home owner, the same as an apartment owner. 
He thinks it's a problem stipulating each mobile home 
in a mobile home park. 

Senator Hammond said the testimony said that they counted 
the homes in the park and charged on a percentage of 
that. G. Morris stated that is contrary to the A. G.'s 
opinion. He says the A. G.'s opinion states very 
clearly that the parks have to be treated as a single 
unit. Senator Hammond said this bill will supercede 
the A. G.'s opinion. Senator Harding stated that is 
the objection to it, because the refuse disposal 
districts are saying how are you going to monitor this? 

Connie Erickson asked if the fees from district to district 
are different? Gordon Morris answered that you develop 
a refuse district budget for the coming fiscal year, 
then you divide that by the units you have, and that 
determines each charge. Would this apply in cities? 
Refuse disposal district are non-municipal in nature. 
Senator Beck thought refuse disposal districts included 
everybody, including municipalities. It can. Connie 
Erickson said if we do this it will only be mobile 
homes in a mobile home park. Senator Beck said he 
would rather see it mobile homes in a refuse disposal 
district, not necessarily in a mobile home park. 
Outside of the parks are already covered in another 
statute. 
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The VOTE to ACCEPT the AMENDMENTS was UNANIMOUS. The 
amendments carried. 

Recommendation and Votes: Senator Hammond MOVED that we DO 
CONCUR AS AMENDED in HB 630. The VOTE was UNANIMOUS in 
FAVOR of HB 630 AS AMENDED. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 2:00 p.m. 

EMH/dh 

Minutes.321 
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Each day attach to minutes. 



SEHATE STANDHiG COHHJ,.TEE REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT, 

page 1 of 2 
March 16, 1989 

We, your committee on Local Government, having had under 
consideration HB 440 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that HB 440 be amended and as so amended be concurred inl 

1. Title, line 5. 
Following. "EXCLUDING" 
Insert: "THAT" 

2. Title, line 6. 
Strike. "AMOUNTS" 
Inser.tz "AMOUNT" 

3. Title, line B. 
Following, PUNDERSHEkIFFS;-

Sponsor. Brown, D. (Walker) 

Inserb .. ALl~OWING 1\ COUNTY GOVERNING BODY TO nES'l'OnE ALL OR 1'IIRT 
OF THE l.{)NGEVITY INCREMiES THAT WERE LOST AS A RESULT OF 
COUNTY WAGE FREEZESi" 

Str1ke. "SECTION" 
Insert: "SECTIONS· 
Followingc "7-4-2503" 
lneertc "AND 7-4-2504" 

4. Page 2, line 18. 
Following: "year" 
Insert: " ., 
Stril:c: "£1 us" 
InFert: "(c) The county ~heritf shall receive n 

5. Page 2, lin~ 20. 
Following~ "department" 
Inr;;€'I-t.1 ", but. ye~rF. of. E'ervice: during f.lny yeetr in which the salary 

was SEt at the level of the Ealary of the prior fiscal year 
may not be includ~d in any calculutjon of longcvjty jncrc~~e~" 

16. Page 2, line 20. 
St.rike: "&m(lnnts" 
Insert: Wamount" 

7. Page 5, line 16 
Followingl "certify.-" 
Insert: "Section 2. Section 7-4-2504, HeA, is amended to read: 

-1-4-2504. Salaries t.o be fixed by. renolutlon -.- COEt-ot
living incte~eht~. (1) The county governing body Bh&ll by 
reeolution, on or before July 1, 1982, and on or before July 1 of 
each year thereafter adjust and uniformly fix the ~alarie~ of the 
county trC6E'::Ure r, county clerk, county aSBe S 1301, county scbQol 
IS up e r i n ten den t , co u n 1 y she r iff, and the c 1 e r k 0 t HI e d itt r i e t 

con tj r,l)f? d SCHHB440.316 
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court ~ the county sud! tor (if there 1a one) J and the county 
surveyor (if he receives a salary) for co~t-of-living increase by 
adding to the annual salary computed under 7-4-2503 an incre~ent 
calculated by applying to the annual salary established by 7-4-
2503(1} plus previous cost-of-living increments, 70\ of the last 
previous calendar year's consumer price index for all urban 
consumers, U.S. department of labor, bureau of labor statistics, 
or other index that the bureau of business and economic research 
of the university of Montana may in the future recognize 85 the 
successor to that index. The county governing body aay, however, 
for all or the remainder of each fiscal year, in conjunction with 
setting salaries for the same action on the salaries of justices 
of the pe,ace (if applicable), the county governing body, county 
attorney, and coroner, set the salary at the prior fiscal year 
level if that level ia lower than the level required by this 
8ubBec~ion. The cost-or-living increment for the fi£cal year 
beginning July 1, 1983, and for each subsequent fiecal year shall 
be added to all cost-ai-living increnl(~nts grant.ed fOI" previous 
veale unless salaries were Bet for the fiscal year at the level of 
salaries received in the prior fiecal year. In such caee the cost
of-living increment that would have b~en r(~ctd,ved for such fiscal 
year, computed' on the pri or fiscal year, llIay not be added to 
previous increments. 

(2) The county governing body _ay, in any subsequent 1ieca1 
y'ear. r(!stoJ;e for lor 1II0re years the annual cost-of-living 
i ncrementp wi thhe ld purfSMant to~bseC't.ion (1). 1 f covt- of -1 i vi ng 
increments a[e restored, the lon9~vity increast:/ll provided for 
sherit.ff! in (sect.ion 1 J must also be J:~stored for t-he years for 
which the cOft-of-living incr.ement was rec.tor_~~..:.. 

+r+J..,:D. If the application of 7-4-2!i03 dOef~ not qualify a 
county official for a salary increase of at leaEt 7\ on July 1, 
1981, his sa lary on that date shall be increaeed by an bllC)Unt 

£'ufficient to provide hilU total salary equal to 7\ Blore t.han during 
the previous year. 

+a-,..l.!l The count y govern! ng body Shall by re sol utj on I In i or 
to • .1 u 1 y 1 (J i (:: he h 'i f:. L\ I , (~ f! tab 1 i r; h the S Zt 1 ct :r y () f t h (: C {l r (i n f" r :1 n d 
may, for all or the remainder of each fiscal year, in cOl~junction 
with setting salaries for other officers aB provided in subsection 
(1), set the salary at the prior fiscal year level. The salary must 
be in effect upon the first day of each €llsuing fiscal year. W

" 

Renumber~ Eubsequent ~ection 

AND AS AME1WltD BE COHCURR};D IN ~ 
"-""" I ',. ... l / (' , /,/; /. f") /' I.., ,I 

Signed's .,:uJ/ f /;' f,! (i ,I' /i / 'r ,)~ \ 
Ethel H. Harding, Chail~an 

\ ;; , 

I - ~ .' . ..' 
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SI~NA'fE STANDING COKHITT£E REPORT 

March 27, 1989 

HR. l)RESIDf~NT I 

Wet your committee on Local Govern~ent, baving had under 
coneider&t.ion HB 647 (third reading copy -_. blue), lespectfully 
report. t.hat HB 647 be amended and as so 81licnded be concurred in: 

1.. r· age 1. 
Following: line 21 

Sponsor: Kadas (Pinsoneault) 

Iiu';ert: "(4) An officer, ~mployee, contnwtf:d financial cOJlEultant, 
or contracted adyi~or e~ployed or retained by a city or town 
n; J 1 i ng ci ti z,en bonds fllay not purchat:e those bOHdt::." 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED 
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

I 
I 

March 22, 1939 I 
HR. J?RESIDENT. 

We, your committee on Local Government, having had under I 
consideration HB 656 (third reading copy -- blue), respectful1 y 
report that HB 656 be concurred in. 

Sponsor & Wall in (Hoflllan) I 

BE CONCURRED IN ~ ! (J'71 j / /J' Signed~ //; tV" ... " !~ .. i . 
tthel H. H~rdin9, ~hair an 

Bcrhb('SG.322 

I 
I 
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPOR,. 

Ut.t reh 22, 1989 

MR. PRESIDENT, 
We, your committee on Local Government, having had under 

consideration HB 667 (third reading copy -- blue), lesp~ctfully 
report that HS 667 be concurred In. 

BE CONCURRED IN 

Sponsol: Good (Thayer) 

c ~ -) /1 / [:'; 1 i . ,.1 • 

Si d to." / r': J It ./ ',/ .. ' .. f ;//)' "/.' . gne 1 ./..." 0 ,,' ~'. ,"\ 

Ethe 1 H. Ilal'd iog I Chai rmTn 

( r, 
AJ~' IV' 

v'/ ' I·) f/ ~ (. t 
I, 

./ I, /1 
I /'/ 



SENATE SrAHUIRG COHMI'rTBE REPORT 

HR. FRESIDENT, 

page 1 of 2 
March 22, 1.989 

We, your com.ittee on Local Government, having had under 
consideration HB 682 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that HB 682 be amended and as ~o amended be concurred int 

Sponsor: O'Keefe (Walker) 

1~ Title, line 7. 
Strikel "ELECTION" 
Inserte "ArpOINTHENT~ 

2. Title, line 9. 
Stri~el "7-15-4436," 

3. Page 1, line 13 through page 3, line 6. 
Strikel sections 1 through 5 in their enti~ety 
Renu.ber, subliequent. sections 

4. PaYE 3, lines 19 and 20. 
Followinq. "e"l'-e-iftt" 
Strike I .. APpointlllent .pi ft ve" 
Insert: "mayor to appoint ~even" , 
Strike: .. An.!L!11€ election. o(-1.~_·t€nilll!._~~.~F.s.if..!n.~· 

5. Page 4, line 7. 
fo110wingt ft~~.~ .. 
S t.r ike: the rema ind(: r of 1 i fie 7 th rough .. ~_ha il.lf!an" ('n 1 fne ~~ 
I1u>:E'rt; "(1) An authority consiste 'If S€VE:n COftlmi.6siouerft app():int,;'d 

by the mayor, and he Ehal] dt~f(ignatE the firf::t cha1nnan. P. 
commissioner way not be a oiLy official" 

6. Fage 4. 
Following: line 9 
lJiF-crt I H (;~) 'l'W() of ti,e cCllami f':~i (!nf::r~ ftIlJFt h~" tI"rti',.ntf:· (;1 t t,e 

housing ~Iutltority. One t.enant comlldst:ion(;:l f:)h,dl r€f'reF..'ent 
fanlily tenants and on(~ tenAnt (,olludf!f3ion(~l' shall H:pH:sent 
elderly and handicapped tene.nts. Nominees tor tenant 
commissioner shall submit to the city clerk a petition signed 
by not less than 25 adult tenantE of the authority or 25\ of 
the adult tenants of the authority, whichever 1s greater. The 
city clerk shall submit a list of the tenant nominees to the 
mayor for appointment to the houGjng authority. The statf of 
the housing authority may not involve itself in the nowinat1on 
or appointment of tenant commissioner~." 

('(lhtinu{?d st:'l'l,b682.322 



7. Page 4, line 10. 
Followings "~. 
Insert, "(3)" 

8. Page 4, line 21. 
Striker ·rlected~ 
Inscrtt "appointed" 

9. rage 4, line 23. 
Strike: ·~l€gtion· 
Inaert: "appointment" 

10. rage 4, line 24. 
Strike: ":i" 
In:::ertl "2· 

SENATE COHHITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HB b82 
page 2 of. 2 

11. Page 5, lines 1 thr0u~h 4. 
Stlike:"fi" on line 1 through .. ill2£...q.:!rt..t~fL_ .... on l:il'l13 4 

12. Page 5, lin~ 7. 
Strike I "1J;ect i Oil u." 
lll~ertl "7-15-4431" 

13. Page 5, line 24 through pagE G, 11ne 23. 
Striket section 10 1n itE entjrcty 
I\enUlob€I' : cuJ)~t~qU€flt r;ectj 0))[' 

14. FEIge 7, U.rlc£> 19 throuqh ;'3. 
fitrH.el f:f'.ct..ioJi 12 .in its (:ntirE:ty 

AND AS AMENDED D~ CONCURRED 



SElIA'lE S'lAHI>ING COHHl'l'TER REPORT 

Har'ch 22, 1989 

HR. PRESIDENT. 
We, your committee on Local Government, having had under 

coneideration HB 704 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that HB 704 be concurred in. 

Sponsor: Cohen (Wal~er) 

UN CONCURRED IN 

e e r h b 7 (14 . 3 ~ ~~ 
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I 
I 
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SENATE STAHDIRG COHHI1"tKE RRl'OnT 

Barch 22, 1989 

HR. PRESIDENT. 
We, your committee on Local Government, having had under 

coned-deration HB 244 (third reading copy -- blue) I respectfully 
report that HB 244 be not concurred in. 

Sponsor: Swift (Pinsoneault) 

BE NOT CONCURRED IN 



SENATE BTAHDr~G COMHITTER RIPOR! 

March 22, 1989 

1.fR. PRESIOF:N'1': 
We, your committee on Local Government, having had under 

consideration HS 630 (third reading copy --, blue), respect.fully 
report that HB 630 be amended and as so amended be concurred inl 

Sponsor. Koehnke (Hammond) 

1. ~itle, line 5. 
Strikes -DETERMINATION" 
Insert: ·PAYHENT· 

2. Title, lines 6 and 7. 
Following. "PARKS;· on line 6 
Strike, remainder of line 6 through ·ON" on line 7 

3. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
rollowi~9t ·SrAeS· on line 7 
Strikel remainder of line 7 through "I" on line 8 
Insert: "REQUIRING THE REGISTERED OWNER OF EACH MOBILE HOME IN THK. 

MOBILE HOHE PARK TO PAY THE FEE" 

4. Page 1, line 15. 
Strike I .. ~:.£..~ .. through :J.1...L..
Ins(' rt, "The II 

5. Page 1, linea 23 and 24. 
Following: II ACCOUHTfl." ()Il 1 ioe 23 
St1.:1kel ;"~HALL" 
Ioee rt: ftBlUst" 
Foll.owingl "BE" on line 23 
Strike, re~ainder of line 23 through "1- on line 24 
ln~ert: "paid by the registered owner of each mobile home in the 

mobile home park" 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED JM 

SCJWB630.3?2 
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SENATE LOCAL COVERNMENI 
EXHIBIT No._--.;..I ___ _ 
DATE.. ~ ,;; / ifJ9 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORjiLl NO. H8 ~f/o 
page rOt 2 
March 16, 1989 

MR. PRESIDENT. 
We, your committee on Local Government, having had under 

consideration HB 440 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully 
report that HB 440 be amended and as so amended be concurred in. 

1. Title, line 5. 
Followings "EXCLUDING" 
Insert. "THAT" 

2. Title, line 6. 
Strike. "AMOUNTS" 
Insert. "AMOUNT" 

3. Title, line 8. 
Following. "UNDERSHERIFFS;" 

Sponsor. Brown, D. (Walker) 

Insert. "ALLOWING A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY TO RESTORE ALL OR PART 
OF THE· LONGEVITY INCREASES THAT WERE LOST AS A RESULT OF 
COUNTY WAGE FREEZES;" 

Strike. "SECTION" 
Insert. "SECTIONS" 
Following. "7-4-2503" 
Insert. "AND 7-4-2504" 

4. Page 2, line 18. 
Following. "year" 
Insert. "." 
Strike. "plus" 
Insert. "(c) The county sheriff shall receive" 

5. Page 2, line 20. 
Following. "department" 
Insert. ", but years of service during any year in which the salary 

was set at the level of the salary of the prior fiscal year 
may not be included in any calculation of longevity increases" 

6. Page 2, line 20. 
Strike. "amounts" 
Insert. "amount" 

7. Page 5, line 16 
Followingz "certify."" 
Insert: "Section 2. Section 7-4-2504, MeA, is amended to reads 

-7-4-2504. Salaries to be fixed by resolution -- cost-of
liv:iug increments. (1) The county governing body shall by 
resolution, on or before July 1, 1982, and on or before July 1 of 
e~,ch year thereafter adjust and uniformly fix the salaries of the 
county treasurer, county clerk, county assessor, county school 
superintendent, county sheriff, and the clerk of the district 

continued SCRHB440.316 , 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HB 440 
page 2 of 2 

court, the county auditor (if there is one); and the county 
surveyor (if he receives a salary) for cost-of-living increase by 
adding to the annual salary computed under 7-4-2503 an increment 
calculated by applying to the annual salary established by 7-4-
2503(1) plus previous cost-of-living increments, 70\ of the last 
previous calendar year's consumer price index for all urban 
consumers, U.S. department of labor, bureau of labor statistics, 
or other index that the bureau of business and economic research 
of the university of Montana may in the future recognize as ~he 
successor to that index. The county governing body may, however, 
for all or the remainder of each fiscal year, in conjunction with 
setting salaries for the same action on the salaries of justices 
of the peace (if applicable), the county governing body, county 
attorney, and coroner, set the salary at the prior fiscal year 
level if that level is lower than the level required by this 
subsection. The cost-of-living increment for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 1983, and for each subsequent fiscal year shall 
be added to all cost-of-living increments granted for previous 
years unless salaries were set for the fiscal year at the level of 
salaries received in the prior fiscal year. In such case the cost
of-living increment that would have been received for such fiscal 
year, computed on the prior fiscal year, may not be added to 
previous increments. 

(2) The county governing body may, in any subsequent fiscal 
year, restore for 1 or more years the annual cost-of-living 
increments withheld pursuant to subsection (1). If cost-of-living 
increments are restored, the longevity increases provided for 
sheriffs in [section 1) must also be restored for the years for 
which the cost-of-living increment was restored. 

+*ill If the application of 7-4-2503 does not qualify a 
county official for a salary increase of at least 7% on July 1, 
1981, his salary on that date shall be increased by an amount 
sufficient to provide him total salary equal to 7% more than during 
the previous year. 

+at1!l The county governing body shall by resolution, prior 
to July 1 of each year, establish the salary of the coroner and 
may, for all or the remainder of each fiscal year, in conjunction 
with setting salaries for other officers as provided in subsection 
(1), set the salary at the prior fiscal year level. The salary must 
be in effect upon the first day of each ensuing fiscal year."" 

Renumber. subsequent section 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 

Signed. ____ ~~------~~----~~----
Ethel M. Harding, Chairman 

SCRHB440.316 



Amendments to House Bill No. 647 
Third Reading Copy 

Requested by Representative Kadas 

SENATE lOCAL GOVERNMENt 
EXHIBIT NO._---../t....-__ """

DATE.. ..3 -~ / - ?9' 
BIll NO.-..d: e {. ~ Z 

For the Senate Committee on Local Government 

1. Page 1. 
Following: line 21 

Prepared by Connie Erickson 
March 20, 1989 

Insert: "(4) An officer, employee, contracted financial 
consultant, or contracted advisor employed or retained by a 
city or town selling citizen bonds may not purchase those 
bonds." 

1 HB06470l.ace 



SENATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
EXHIBIT No. __ --..I ___ _ 
DATE... ~ 9?< 1U'9 

Amendments to House Bill No. 68281Ll NO_ 14'?6L2-· 
Third Reading Copy 

Requested by Senator Walker 
For the Senate Committee on Local Government 

Prepared by Connie Erickson 
March 21, 1989 

1. Title, line 7. 
Strike: "ELECTION" 
Insert: "APPOINTMENT" 

2. Page 1, line 13. 
Strike: section 1 in its entirety 

3. Page 1, line 16. 
Strike: section 2 in its entirety 

4. Page 1, line 24. 
Strike: section 3 in its entirety 

5. Page 2, line l6~ 
Strike: section 4 in its entirety 

6. Page 3, line 3. 
Strike: section 5 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

7. Page 3, line 19. 
Following: "appoint" 
Insert: "mayor to appoint" 
Strike: "appointment of five" 
Insert: "seven" 
Strike: "and the election of two tenant commissioners" 

8. Page 4, line 7. 
Following: "offioial." 
Strike: the remainder of line 7 through "chairman" on line 9 
Insert: "An authority shall consist of seven commissioners 

appointed by the mayor, and he shall designate the first 
chairman. A commissioner may not be a city official" 

1 HB06820l.ace 



9. Page 4. 
Following: line 9 
Insert: "(2) Two of the commissioners must be tenants of the 

housing authority. One tenant commissioner shall represent 
family tenants and one tenant commissioner shall represent 
elderly and handicapped tenants. Nominees for tenant 
commissioner shall submit to the city clerk a petition 
signed by not less than 25 adult tenants of the authority or 
25% of the adult tenants of the authority, whichever is 
greater. The city clerk shall submit a list of the tenant 
nominees to the mayor for appointment to the housing 
authority. The staff of the housing authority may not 
involve itself in the nomination or appointment of tenant 
commissioners." 

10. Page 4, line 10. 
Following: "~" 
Insert: "(3)" 

11. Page 4, line 21. 
Strike: "elected" 
Insert: "appointed" 

12. Page 4, line 23. 
Strike: "election" 
Insert: "appointment" 

13. Page 4, line 24. 
Strike: "5" 
Insert: "2" 

14. Page 5, lines 1 through 4. 
Strike: "A" on line 1 through "appointed" on line 4 

15. Page 5, line 24. 
Strike: section 10 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent section 

16. Page 7, line 19. 
Strike: section 12 in its entirety 

2 HB06820l.ace 
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Amendments to House Bill No. 244 
Third Reading Copy 

Requested by Senator Jacobson 

s£rt~W I 'I'" ' 

E: t' , 

OAlt __ ... 

'~'~\"ENT 

BILL NO ______ _ 

For the Committee on Senate Fish and Game 

Prepared by Connie Erickson 
March 7, 1989 

1. Page 2, line 17. 
Strike: "or inhibit" 
Following: "of" 
Strike: "a" 
Insert: "an existing" 

2. Page 2, line 21. 
Strike: "or" 

3. Page 2, line 22. 
Strike: "inhibit" 
Following: "of" 
Strike: "a" 
Insert: "an existing" 

4. Page 2, line 19. 

SENA~ LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
EXHlBIT NO. / -....:------
DATE :!? -,1./ -19 
BIll MLtJ b. ~ f'V 

Strike: "(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a" 
Insert: "A" 

5. Page 2, line 23 through page 3, line 2. 
Strike: subsection (2) in its entirety 

6. Page 3, line 19~ 
Strike: "PROVABLE" 
Insert: "convincing" 

7. Page 3, line 20 through line 22. 
Strike: "AND" on line 20 through "COMMISSION" on line 22 

8. Page 3, line 25. 
Strike: "RELOCATED" 
Insert: "closed" 

9. Page 3, line 23. 
Strike: "ill" 

1 HB02440l.ace 



10. Page 4, line 3. 
Strike: "ill" 
Insert: "(a)" 

11. Page 4, line 6. 
Following: ";" 
Insert: "and" 

12. Page 4, line 7 through line 23. 
Strike: subsections (II), (II), (IV), and (B) in their entirety 
Insert: "(b) the agency, unit of local government, or court 

ordering the closure shall pay the appraised cost of land 
and improvements to the range operators, and the range 
operators shall relinquish their property interest to the 
agency, unit of local government, or court." 

13. Page 6, line 7 through line 21. 
Strike: section 7 in its entirety 

14. Page 7, line 4. 
Following: "range" 
Insert: "during established hours of operation" 

15. Page 9, line 1. 
Following: "nuisance" 
Insert: "if the noises occur during the shooting range's 

established hours of operation" 

16. Page 10, line 13. 
Strike: "or after" 

2 HB024401.ace 



Amendments to House Bill No. 630 
Third Reading Copy 

For the Senate Committee on Local Government 

Prepared by Connie Erickson 
March 21, 1989 

1. Title, line 5. 
Strike: "DETERMINATION" 
Insert: "PAYMENT" 

2. Title, lines 6 and 7. 
Following: "PARKSi" on line 6 
Strike: remainder of line 6 through "ON" on line 7 

3. Title, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "SPACE" on line 7 
Strike: remainder of line 7 through "1" on line 8 
Insert: "REQUIRING THE REGISTERED OWNER OF EACH MOBILE HOME IN 

THE MOBILE HOME PARK TO PAY THE FEE" 

4. Page 1, line 15. 
Strike: "Except" t~rough "(2)," 
Insert: "The" 

5. Page 1, lines 23 and 24. 
Following: "ACCOUNTS" on line 23 
Strike: "SHALL" 
Insert: "must" 
Following: "BE" 
Strike: remaInder of line 23 through "1" on line 24 
Insert: "paid by the registered owner ~f each mobile home in the 

mobile home park" 

1 HB063001.ace 




