
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

Cal~ tC Order: By Chairman Tom Beck, on March 3, 1989, at 
1:00 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Memoers Present: Senator Hubert Abrams, Senator Gary 
Aklestad, Senator Esther Bengtson, Senator Gerry 
Devlin, Senator Jack Galt, Senator Greg Jergeson, 
Senator Gene Thayer, Senator Bob Williams, and Chairman 
Tom Beck 

MeffiDers Excused: None 

Memoers Absent: None 

S~o:f Present: Doug Sternberg, Legislative Council 

Announcements/Discussion: Chairman Beck explained the MSU 
tour of the Agriculture plant. He stated the bus was 
to leave Saturday, March 4, at 11:30 a.m. 

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 190 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 
Representative Marian Hanson, House District 100, 
stated, "HB 190 is an act to generally revise certain 
provisions of the Montana Pesticides Act. This bill 
provides when certain expenses may be included in 
educational program fees. It will also increase 
certain registration and licensing fees. 1I 

List of Testifying Proponents and What Group They Represent: 

Everet Snortland representing the Department of 
Agriculture 

Janet Ellis representing the Montana Audubon 
Legislative Fund 

List of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent: 

None 
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Eve:-E-t Snortland - "We encourage you to support HB 190." 

JaDCL Ellis - See exhibit 5 for testimony. 

Questions From Committee Members: Senator Galt - "What are 
you going to do with the money?" Gary Gingery, with 
the Montana Department of Agriculture, stated "The fee 
increase will bring in about $137,000. In the budget 
process, we propose to under modify budgets. We would 
strain off $98,000 of that ($137,000) to place a 

. pesticide specialist in the division. This specialist 
would work on these programs to develop the educational 
and training of special aspects for employing a 
chemists. This chemist will help us run additional 
ground water samples in the state ... The remaining money 
will be used to utilized to reduce our general fund 
obligation." 

Closlng by Sponsor: Representative Hanson - "I urge you to 
give this a do pass." 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 190 

Discussion: None 

Amendments and Votes: None 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Bengtson moved HB 190 TO 
BE CONCURRED IN; Senator Devlin second the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Senator Bengtson was assigned to carry HB 190. 

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 276 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 
Representative Patterson, House District 97, stated 
"This bill is a revision livestock law. There are ten 
points that we are changing in the Montana Brand 
Livestock Law. The change with seasonal brands is a 
major change. Look on page 3, lines 10 - 13. I'll let 
Les Graham explain these changes more clearly." 
Representative Patterson submitted three documents from 
Les Graham. See exhibit 1. 
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Lisr. of Testifying Proponents and What Group They Represent: 

Les Graham representing the Board of Livestock 
Jerry Jack representing the Montana Stockgrowers 

Association, the Montana CattleWomen, Farmers 
Union and the Montana Association of State Grazing 
Districts. 

Jo Brunner representing the Montana Veterinary 
Association 

Lisr. of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent: 

None 

Testimony: 

Les Graham - "That summary sheet outlines the intention 
quite well." See exhibit 2. "What that seasonal brand 
amounts to, it will allow us to bring in livestock for 
summer pasture. The seasonal brand will give them a 
brand that won't stay on our books for full 10 years 
until the next rerecord. We have a number of brands 
that have been tied up by an individual coming into the 
state for one time only. Then the brand is tied up 
until the next rerecord. This bill will allow us to do 
what eight other states are doing. They will be issued 
without interfering with registered recorded brand or 
duplications of brands and this type of thing. We will 
use all of the same guidelines but it will allow us to 
free them up. Under current law, the sheriff is 
obligated to give you a brand inspection. In reality, 
there is half of them that don't have brand inspection 
books. Usually, that's their choice. They want to be 
a backup for us incase no one is available to write out 
a brand inspection. They don't like to do it and they 
are busy with other things. The rest of this bill is 
self-explanatory. One issue, I would like to bring up, 
is number 10. This is the county line waiver for 
veterinary services. We will allow animals to go for 
veterinary services and return without having somebody 
to stop and get a brand inspection." See exhibit 9 for 
further testimony. 

JE:I} Jack - See exhibit 3 for testimony. 

Jc BC..lnner - "We certainly support this bill on the part 
that allows you to cross county lines to take your 
animals to veterinary clinic. We urge your support." 
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puestions From Committee Members: Senator Devlin - "On this 
transport to a veterinarian, is that only good if you 
cross one county or could it be more than one county?" 
Les Graham - "It's our understanding that a rancher can 
take the animal where ever there is a veterinary." 

Senator Williams - "Are all sheriff offices required to 
check brands or is that an option of theirs?" Les 
Graham - "At the current time, the law states the 
sheriff shall issue a state brand inspection upon 
request. In reality, there are many sheriffs that 
don't write inspections and they haven't been for many 
~years. Right now, you can go in and demand them to do 
it, but many of them don't have books to do it." 

Senator Beck - "I am not aware of a full-time brand 
inspector in our county. Our sheriff does do a lot of 
brand inspections. Does this disallow him from doing 
it?" Les Graham - "This says in a county like 
Missoula, where the sheriff's office does not have 
inspection books and does not want inspection books; he 
does not have to issue one if someone stops in and asks 
for one." 

Closing by Sponsor: Representative Patterson closed. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 276 

Discussion: Senator Beck - "The Montana Beef Research and 
Marketing Act, are you familiar with that? This bill 
is repealing it." 

Ameliaffients and Votes: None 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Devlin moved HB 276 TO BE 
CONCURRED IN. The committee wanted Doug Sternberg to 
research what the Montana Beef Research and Marketing 
Act. Senator Devlin withdrew his motion. 

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 423 

PrESEntation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 
Representative Grady, House District 47, "HB 423 will 
establish a permit system to transport sheep across the 
county line. This is a very simple permit to fill out. 
There is a growing number of wrestling going on within 
the sheep business today. A ram can now go for $400 
more than a lot of horses and cows. It is becoming 
something that's becoming valuable to wrestle." 
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LisL of Testifying Proponents and What Group They Represent: 

Bob Gilbert representing the Montana Wool Growers 
Association 

Charles Murnion representing himself from Jordan, 
Montana 

Representative Betty Lou Kasten representing House 
District 28. 

Lynn D. Casterline representing the Montana Wool 
Growers and the McCone County Sheepgrowers 

Les Graham representing the Department of Livestock 
Kay Norenberg representing WIFE 

List of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent: 

None 

Tes~imony: 

Bob Gilbert - "The way it is now. If you load up some sheep 
and go down the road, there is no authority for any law 
enforcement officer to check. If a law officer would 
stop somebody, the way it is now you might not have 
just cause and the evidence might not be admissible in 
court to prosecute such a person. This bill gives 
ruling making authority to the Department of Livestock 
to set up the rules and regulations to do this. We are 
confident in our association that we will be able to 
work with the Board of Livestock in making these rules. 
We want these rules palpable to some of the concerns 
that people are opposed to. There is also a sunset 
provision in here. If there are not any sheep thieves 
caught, we don't want this kind of legislation renewed. 
We can go to the Board of Livestock, even prior to the 
next legislative session, to have it removed. We would 
like to give this piece of legislation a try." 

Chariie Murnion - "In our area, we have had extensive sheep 
thefts due to the economic crises to some people with 
small flocks. I believe this legislation would enable 
the Department of Livestock to track the movement of 
sheep. There is no authority to stop sheep trailers 
and check the movement of sheep in the livestock yards. 
I think it would take the pressure off the Animal 
Damage Control Personnel as they are often times blamed 
for the lost of sheep that are missing. It would help 
the banks keep a closer eye on the sheep they have lend 
the money out on. It would result in lower borrowing 
costs for more honest borrows. I urge you to pass this 
bill." 
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Betty Lou Kasten - lilt's a wide open country and we are 
having problems with sheep loses. This bill could help 
us with that problem and I urge to support HB 423." 

Lynn Casterline - See exhibit 4. 

Les Graham - "Wanted to go on record as strongly supporting 
HB 423." 

K-" Col Norenberg - "We would like to go on record in supporting 
this bill." 

Questions From Committee Members: Senator Galt - "Who is in 
disagreement of this bill?" Bob Gilbert - "There are 
some people that are never in agreement. When it's 
just a permit and not an inspection and they don't have 
a brand--I don't think the opposition is deep." 

Cl~)Slng by Sponsor: Representative Grady closed. 

SenbtOr Weeding was assigned to carry HB 423. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 423 

Discussion: None 

Amendments and Votes: None 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Devlin moved HB 423 TO BE 
CONCURRED IN; Senator Williams seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 584 

Discussion: Steve Plicher, from the Water Quality Bureau -
see exhibit 7. 

Senator Galt - "Again you are getting into that grey area 
where the areas of government can protest against any 
new applications for use of water. Not only a new 
permit, it could also protect point of diversion, and 
change of use. They really get into the water act. 
This was brought during the state water plan. It was 
not accepted by the committee on the state water plan." 

Senator Bengtson - "I think this gives everyone more 
assurance that things are going to be reviewed. I kind 
of like the bill." 
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Senator Abrams - "These are reviewed every five years. When 
a new permit is asked for, if the stream is polluted or 
it's getting more heavily concentrated, this also taken 
into account when they put this permit on it. What 
does the bill do?" 

Amendments and Votes: None 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Galt moved to TABLE HB 
584. Senator Jergeson moved a substitute motion to 
concur in HB 584. Senator Abrams, Senator Devlin, 
Senator Galt, Senator Thayer, Senator Beck voting no • 

. Senator Bengtson, Senator Jergeson, and Senator 
Williams voting yes. The motion failed. The motion 
made by Senator Galt to TABLE HB 584 was up for a vote. 
The motion carried with Senator Bengtson, Senator 
Jergeson, and Senator Williams voting no. Senator 
Beck, Senator Galt, Senator Abrams, Senator Aklestad, 
Senator Devlin, and Senator Thayer voting yes. 

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 658 

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor: 
Representative Swysgood, House District 73, "I'm the 
sponsor of HB 658 which is an act to establish the 
Agricultural Development Loan Program consisting of 
seed capital and research and development projects. 
This establishes priorities and general criteria 
underlying the loan program. HB 658 is brought about 
because of the decision by White against the Montana 
Science and Technology as to the investment of public 
money. Some of the language that was in growth through 
Agriculture Act at the time of its passage in 1987 
session, was closely related interpretation to the 
Montana Science and Technology language. The Council 
felt they could not go ahead and implement the seed 
capital part of the program which could have come under 
a court's scrutiny without addressing it first in this 
legislative session." Representative Swysgood handed 
in a sheet of amendments. See exhibit 8. 

List of Testifying Proponents and What Group They Represent: 

Jo Brunner representing the Montana Resources Association, 
WIFE, the Montana Farmers Union, the Montana Farm 
Bureau Federation, the Montana Wool Growers, the 
Montana State Grange, the Montana Stockgrowers, the 
Montana Grain Growers, the Montana Cattle Feeders 
Association, the Montana Cattlemen, the Montana 
Association of Grazing Districts, and the Montana 
Dairymen's Association. 
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List of Testifying Opponents and What Group They Represent: 

None 

Testimony: 

Jo Brunner - See exhibit 9 for testimony. 

QUEs(ions From Committee Members: Senator Williams -
"What's a good definition of seed capital?" Mona 
Jamison - "It's capital that is not available by the 

"regular financing institutions that enables 
entrepreneurs or businesses to start the development of 
agriculture products and processes projects. It's very 
beginning capital that's used in the development of 
whatever the agriculture product would be." 

Closing by Sponsor: Representative Swysgood - "I am hoping 
this bill will withstand the scrutiny of our Supreme 
Court and I ask the committee to favorably pass this 
bill." 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 658 

Discussion: Senator Beck - "Did this bill corne from 
appropriations?" Representative Swysgood - "This bill 
has no money in it. It just allows us to use the 
funds." 

Amendments and Votes: Senator Thayer moved to amend HB 658 
(see exhibit 8): Senator Devlin seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Recommendation and Vote: Senator Jergeson moved HB 658 TO 
BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Senator Jergeson was assigned to carry HB 658. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 2:33 P.M. 

u 
Chairman 

TB,'j J 



ROLL CALL 

__ A_G_R_I_C_U_L_T_U_R_E _____ COMMITTEE 
DATE 

~ LEGISLATIVE SESSION ~ 

NA1·1E PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

SENATOR HUBERT ABRAMS l/ 

SENATOR GARY AKLESTAD ~ 
, - ../' SENATOR ESTHER BENGTSON 

SENATOR GERRY DEVLIN -'" 

SENATOR JACK GALT ../' 

SENATOR GREG JERGESON ./ 

SENATOR GENE THAYER /' 

SENATOR BOB WILLIAMS /' 

SENATOR Tm-1 BECK ./ 

Each day attach to minutes. 



SENATE Sf ANDING COHHITTEE REPORT 

March 3, 1989 

HR. PRESIDENT. 
We, your cOllmi ttee on Agriculture, Li vest.oc}!; f and Irr1g~t1on, 

having had under consideration HB 190 (third reading copy -- Llue), 
respectful~Y report that HB 190 be concurred in. 

BE CONCURRED IN 

I , 

Sponsor: Hanson, H. (Bengtson) 

Signed: JLQIL! ...., 
Thomas A. Beck, Chairman 

scrhb190. 30~-



SERATE STARDING COKKITTEE REPORT 

March 6, 1989 

HR. PRESIDENTr 
We I your cOIIJli ttee nn Agriculture, Livestock, and I rrigati on, 

having had under conbideration HB 276 (third reading copy -- blue), 
respectfully report that HB 276 be concurred in. 

Sponsor: Patterson (Devlin) 

Signed: ;2L-k(?ld1 
/Thomas A. Beck, Chairman 

BE CONCURRED III 

~I 

~'~'J 
i 

n: rhb27 (, . 306 



,I 

SENATE STANDING (~OKMIT"EE REPORT 

Harch 3, 1989 

HR. PRESIDENT: 
We, your committee on Agriculture, l.ivestock, itnd Irrigation, 

having had under consideration HB 658 (third reading copy -- blue), 
respectfully report that HB 658 be amended and as so amended be 
concurred in: 

1. Page 9, line 13. 
Strike: "lender" 
Insert: "council" 

AWD AS AHERDED BE CORCURRED IX 

Sponsor: Swysgood (Jergeson) 

scrhb658.303 
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SENATE AGRICULTURE 

DEPARTMENT OF LIVESTOCK 

EXHIBIT No,-"""I----il!I~~ 
OAT£.. ...3/..3/IfT 
BILL ~O. 1119 /l? ~ i 

.. 

CAPITOL STATION 

~~---~NEOFMON~NA--------~ 
(406) 444-2023 

January 25, 1989 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 
~

Representative John patte. rson 

es Graham, Executl-;e Secretary 
6 the Board of LivestocK 

H.B. 276 

HELENA. MONTANA 59620 ~ 

.~ 

Ii 

The question has come up about the language in H.B. 276 regarding . 
j'Sheriff's Offices". i 
Attached is a list of the Sheriff's offices that do ana do not 
brand inspect. I 
You can see that 27 out of the 56 don't inspect at this time, and 
can't if we don't appoint them. 

Attachment 

Call Montana Livestock Crimestoppers 800-647·7464 

. AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

i 
.P**~_6_CP i 



SHERIFF'S OFFICES THAT HANDLE BRAND INSPECTION 

Dawson Golden Valley 

McCone Sheridan 

Wibaux Roosevelt 

Richland - P.D. Dan~els 

Treasure Judith Basin 

Powell Teton 

Granite Beaverhead 

Deer Lodge Fallon 

Stillwater Carter 

Sweet Grass Custer 

Blaine Prairie 

Rosebud Toole 

Garfield Liberty 

Wheatland Pondera 

r1usselshell 

E' ')(. 7:1: I 

3/?I/'81 
H t3 01. 7 f., 



SHERIFF'S. OFFICES THAT DON'T H~~DLE BRAND INSPECTION 

t..( -t:t:-I 

3/3/,'1 I 
I-JO ~7 ~,~ 

i 
Yellowstone Valley 

Lewis & Clark Fergus 

Butte - Silver Bow Petroleum 

Jefferson Cascade 

Hill Lake 

Meagher Flathead 

Ravalli Lincoln 

Missoula Madison 

Broadwater Phillips 

These write market consignment permits only. 
inspect. 

Big Horn Park 

Carbon Choteau 

Sanders Glacier 

f1ineral .?oltJder River 

Gallatin 

They do not brand 

III 

I 



H.B. 276 

Summary. 

1.) Llamas & Bison 

These are being included because we are beginning to get 
calls about strays or animals running at large. 

Also, we have had requests to assist owners with this type 
of livestock being harassed by dogs or predators. They 
should be included in definition of livestock. 

2.) Seasonal Brands 

More and more we are becoming a summer grass state. Cattle 
are coming into Montana for short term grazing. When brands 
are issued under current law they stay on the books until 
the next re-record. This way, when the cattle leave, we 
cancel the brand. This is the same law as several other 
states now have. 

3.) Sheriff or Deputy 

For a number of years now many sheriff's offices are not 
inspecting livestock. We are making the law consistent with 
what we now do. 

4.) Grazing Permit 

Our experience with this has been that we need to use a 
little longer period of time. Six months does not cover the 
grazing season in Montana. We feel an extension is in order 
to accommodate the industry. 

5.) Gross Vehicle Weights 

The amendment removes G.V.W. officers. This was done at the 
request of several legislators. 

6.) Rodeo Permits 

We are recommending that we go to an annual permit, since 
rodeos are now held year around in Montana. In 1976 when 
this permit was first established by the legislature we 
didn't have the indoor arenas. 



7.) Railroad Shipments 

We are asking to repeal the sections dealing with railroad 
shipments of livestock. We don't have or print the special 
books any longer. Livestock do not move by rail any longer. 
If they do, we inspect rail shipments just as we do truck 
shipments. 

8.) Import Brand Inspection 

Since it's inception in 1975, we have been unable to work 
with this law. We don't have the time, people, or support 
of the livestock industry. We feel comfortable in that we 
do have a import permit requirement in the Animal Health 
laws which covers this. 

9.) Fecoverinq Costs of Strays 

The Department has from time 
sizeable bill dealing with 
should be able to recover 
stockyards. 

to time been left with a 
stray livestock. We feel we 

our costs, or the. costs of 

10.) County Line Waiver for Veterinarian Services 

It has been the practice of the Department to allow 
emergency livestock travel to receive veterinarian services. 
We feel that the statute should be changed to allow this and 
also provide that the veterinarian certify the service. 



SENATE. AGRlCUlTURt; 
EXHIBIT 11£)... _ A A-
DATE .3/3/? 9 . 7. 
BILL NO. II /3 o? 76-1 

BILL SUMMARY--SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE • 
MARCH 3, 1989 

PREPARED BY DOUG STERNBERG, COMMITTEE STAFF 
?s I 

HB 423 Section 1: grants to the department of livestock 
authority to establish a sheep transportation system if found to 
be necessary: establishes a penalty for a rules violation 

Section 2: repeals present transportation permit system 
Section 3: codifies section 1 in Livestock Title 
Section 4: terminates permit system on 9/30/93 

HB 276 Section 1: adds llamas and bison to the definition of 
"livestock" contained in the Animal Importation Permits and 
Health Certificate Act of 1981 

Section 2: provides an application process for a seasonal 
brand of limited duration 

Section 3: removes references to sheriffs and deputy 
sheriffs from the duties of state and deputy stock inspectors: 
changes 6-month livestock transportation permit validation period 
to the period from March 31 through November 30 of a calendar 
year (see p. 15, lines 21 & 22) 

Section 4: removes sheriffs and deputy sheriffs from 
brand inspection and transportation permit fee collection process 

Section 5: defines "rodeo producer" for purposes of 
subsection (6)(c) (see page 15, lines 4-- 14): specifies 
transportation permit validation period as March 31 through 
November 30 of a calendar year: requires Montana-registered 
branding prior to permit issuance 

Section 6: removes railroad transportation of livestock 
from brand inspection and permit exceptions: removes truck or 
trailer transportation of livestock to railhead from brand 
inspection and permit exceptions; adds transportation of 
livestock for veterinary purposes to brand inspection and permit 
exceptions 

Section 7: clarifies brand inspection required of 
livestock leaving Montana 

Section 8: revises entry permit system for livestock 
entering Montana 

Section 9: revises penalty section by: (a) removing 
loading tally requirement on livestock leaving a county (loading 
tally requirement repealed in sec. 21): (b) removing railroad 
carrier loading tally requirement; (c) adding transportation 
permits to list of permits required to be in possession upon 
removal of livestock from a county: and (d) deleting gross 
vehicle weight enforcement officers from list of persons to whom 
permits must be shown 

Sections 10--15: adds llamas and bison to list of animals 
subject to prohibitions on running at large in herd districts, 
municipalities, and generally 

Section 16: adds llamas end bison to definition of 
"estray" 

Section 17: requires of livestock owner reimbursement of ~ 
department expenditures in caring for estrays 

Section 18: revises penalty for unlawful possession of 
estray for personal benefit 



f)( etA-

3/3/17 
+-18 d.7~ ~ 

Section 19: adds swine, llamas, and bison to penalty ~~ ,-I 
provision for unlawful movement from customary range r ~ 

Section 20: adds llamas and bison to list of stolen 
animals for which vehicle forfeiture is required 

Section 21: repeals sections relating to shipment of 
stray cattle: repeals the Montana Beef Research and Marketing 

Section 22: extends agency rulemaking authority 
Section 23: provides immediate effective date 

HB 190 Section 1: clarifies that pesticide education program 
fees may not be used for salaries or travel expenses of state 
agency or cooperative extension service employees 

Act 

Section 2: raises annual pesticide registration fee and 
experimental-use one-time fee from $50 to $75 

Section 3: raises commercial pesticide applicator 
application fee from $35 to $45: provides that a commercial 
applicator is responsible for pesticide use by persons under his 
supervision or employment 

Section 4: raises pesticide dealer application and 
licensing fees from $35 to $45 

Section 5: adds to general violation section the use of 
any unregistered chemical or biological agent 

Section 6: extends agency rulemaking authority 
Section 7: standard severability section 
Section 8: provides 7/1/89 effective date I 

HB 658 Section 1: sets out general criteria required for grant 
of agricultural development project loan 

Section 2: provides that seed capital loans may be made 
if criteria in sections 1 and 3 and goals in subsection (2) are 
met 

Section 3: establishes specific criteria for, grant of 
seed capital loans , 

Section 4: provides that a research and development loan 
may be made if criteria in sections land 5 and goals in 
subsection (2) are met 

Section 5: establishes specific criteria for grant of 
research and development project loans 

Section 6: sets out conditions and contents required of 
agricultural development project loan agreements 

Section 7: sets out conditions and requirements of seed 
capital project loan agreements, including payback 

Section 8: sets out conditions and requirements of 
research and development project loan agreements, including 
payback 

Section 9: establishes council rulemaking requirements 
Section 10: adds 19 definitions to Montana Growth Through 

Agriculture Act 
Section 11: clarifies council loan authority: deletes 

former council rulemaking requirements 
Section 12: revises seed capital account matching fund 

provisions: eliminates application preference provisions 
Section 13: revises ag business incubator program funding 

criteria 
Section 14: removes requirement of commitment of funds 

for projects needing matching funds or intermediary participation 

II 

I 



Section 15: deletes language relating to council 
investment agreements 

£x. ~A 
3/~( i>i 
~e ~7~ 

'Pj3 

Section 16: adds council option of assisting in placement 
of marketing person in a Pacific Rim country besides Japan 

Section 17: extends agency rulemaking authority 
Section 18: codifies new sections in Montana Growth 

Through Agriculture Act 
Section 19: standard severability section 
Section 20: provides immediate effective date 
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MONT!N! STOCKGKOWEKS !SSOCI!~ N~~~ 
P. O. BOX 1679 420 NO. CALIFORNIA 5T. - PHONE (406) .442·3420 

OFFlClJIS: EXECUTIVE COIlIlITIEE: 

Wli J. tllOWN. JII. ...... SAND S"'*GS ""ESIDENT 
.wu COURTNEY ....... AlZADA FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
EOWAIIO J.lORD ...••... 'HILIPStURG SECOND VltE ""ESIDENT 

CLARENCE BLUNT . 
BILL CHRISTENSEN 
L TNN CORNWELL . 
II.E. EODLEMAN 
NANCT ESPY. 

REGINA WII. T. HARRER 
HOT SPRINGS KNUTE HERElIi 

GLASGOW URLlINDGREN '=~E a 
JERDMf W. JACK ........ HELVIA 
KIM ENKEIIUO ..•....... HEUNA 

EXECUTIVE VICE ""ESIOENT 
NATURAL RESOURC£S COORDINATOR 

WORDEN ROLAND IIOSHER 
BOTES GREG RICE 

March 3, 1989 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, I am Jerry Jack 
and represent the Montana Stockgrowers Association. Today 
my testimo~j. __ ~~Ao~esents the concerns of the Montana 
CattleWome~ancrMontaha Association of State Grazing 
Districts. We rise in support of House Bill 276 which is a 
request from the Department of Livestock to generally 
correct some situations which now exist throughout Montana. 

This bill will be good for the livestock industry since it 
will finally address the use of seasonal brands in our 
State. Montana is becoming a summer-fall grazing state for 
out of state owners. In essence, cattle are brought into 
the state for a short term grazing period and then are 
often hauled back to either their home ranches or on to 
feedlots. This bill will allow the Department of Livestock 
to designate a specific period of time when a brand can be 
used. This is a useful law which several adjacent states 
already have on their books. 

In addition, this bill will allow the Department to extend 
grazing permits from six months to nine months which is more 
in keeping with normal grazing seasons in Montana. We 
appreciate this accommodation by the Department of Livestock 
as it will allow for greater ease of movement of our herds. 

There are other housekeeping measures in this bill which we 
also support, including the extension of an annual rodeo 
permit which will certainly help rodeo stock contractors 
thoughout Montana. 

In closing, we hope that this committee will give a "do 
pass" recorrunendation to this bill. Thank you. 

/~--

SERVING MONTANA'S CATTLE INDUSTRY SINCE 1884 

AUGUSTA 
HARRISON 
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EASTERN IfDrITANA SHEEP ASSOCIATION 

A poll of the board of Directors of the Eastern Montana Sheep Association 

concerning a permit system for movement of sheep was taken by the Associa

tion's secretary. The board unanimously supports the resolution submitted 

by the the McCone County Sheep Growers Association being submitted at the 

1987 annual meeting of the Montana Wool Growers Association • 

... /') 1'7? l Jjf-
( l?:e<.:k3 ,-.~" /.IZ (,,~.,.'L-~ .. 

Charles D. Peterson, Secretary 

Eastern Montana Sheep Association 

Glendive, Montana 
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SENATE AGRICULTURE 

DEPARTMENT OF EXHIBIT NO,-__ 7L-__ _ 
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCiMiS ~/JI¥7 

BIll NO,_ HIls" J;( 

STAN STEPHENS, GOVERNOR COGSWELL BUILDING 

---~NEOFMON~NA---------
FAX #I (406) 444-2606 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Sen. Torn Beck, Chairman 
Senate Agriculture Commi~t!.9 

From: .. Steve Pilcher, Chievfi 
Water Quality Burea~, DHES 

Subject: House Bill 584 

HELENA, MONTANA 59620 

Date: March 3, 1989 

It has been brought to our attention that during the hearing 
on the above referenced bill, numerous questions were raised 

'relative to water quality waste discharge permits. The following 
information is provided to assist the committee in consideration 
of this legislation. 

The Montana Water Quality Act requires a permit for any 
discharge of pollutants to state waters. In Montana, such 
permits are issued in accordance with the Montana Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (MPDES) Rules. These permits 
establish limits on the quality of the discharge and are intended 
to ensure that water quality standards are met in the receiving 
stream. THE PERMITS DO NOT GRANT ANY WATER RIGHT TO THE 
DISCHARGER. 

In establishing quality limits, we must make an assumption 
as to the flow that would be available in the stream for dilution 
purposes. Our rules state "For the design of disposal systems, 
stream flow dilution requirements must be based on the minimum 
consecutive 7-day average flow which may be expected to occur on 
the average of once in 10 years". This is referred to as the 7-
day 10 year low flow or 7Q10. This means that, no pollution of the 
receiving stream by the discharge will occur as long as the flow 
in the stream is greater than the 7Q10. Issuance of more water 
use permits may result in the 7Q10 of a stream becoming 
progressively lower over a period of time. Thus, with less water 
available for dilution, effluent quality limits for the 
discharger will become more strict when the permit is renewed. 
This may require the construction of costly additional treatment 
facilities. Under this proposed legislation, such information 
would be considered by the agency considering a water use permit 
application. 
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