
MINUTES 

MONTANA SENATE 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 

Call to Order: By Senator Tom Hager, on February 6, 1989, 
at 5:32 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Senators Tom Hager, Chairman; Tom 
Rasmussen, J. D. Lynch, Matt Himsl, Bill Norman, Harry 
H. McLane, Bob pipinich 

Members Excused: None 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Tom Gomez, Legislative Council 
Dorothy Quinn, Committee Secretary 

Announcements/Discussion: None 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 26 

Chairman Hager called for action on SB 26: Senator Cecil 
weeding, sponsor of the bill, explained the essence of 
the changes in the bill and the compromises which were 
made. 

Discussion: Discussion centered around the effective date 
of the bill. It was explained by Mona Jamison, 
lobbyist for the Rocky Mountain Treatment Center, that 
by making it effective upon passage and approval would 
allow the Board of Examiners to begin an informal rule 
making process. Larry Akey substantiated that 
information. It was decided the effective date would 
remain as in the original bill. A statement of intent 
will be requested. 

Recommendation and Vote: A motion was made that the Grey 
Bill be accepted, and that SB 26 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

Motion passed unanimously. 



SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY 
FEBRUARY 6, 1989 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 182 

Chairman Hager called for action on SB 182: Tom Gomez 
advised that the Montana Insurance Department requested 
an amendment on page 2. He will prepare the amendment. 

Discussion: Discussion was had concerning the definition of 
mental health. Mona Jamison provided copies of other 
states' terminology, and it was decided to use the same 
definition as Kansas. 

Recommendation and vote: Senator Norman moved that the 
amendment be adopted. The motion passed unanimously. 
Senator Lynch moved that SB 182 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 204 

Chairman Hager called for action on SB 204: 

Discussion: Jim Ahrens, Montana Hospital Association, 
gave an explanation and clarification of changes and 
amendments to SB 204. He stated they met with Dean 
Sullivan and basically all the amendments except one 
were agreed upon. The one in question dealt with 
routine inquiry. Senator Himsl requested that nurses 
be recognized by name (P. 11, line 7). An amendment by 
Senator Himsl to that effect was passed. It was 
further moved to amend the Routine Inquiry section. 
(Senators in favor: 5, opposed: 2 (Norman and Hager). 
Senator Lynch moved that SB 204, AS AMENDED, DO PASS. 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Executive Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
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M
en

ta
l 

il
ln

es
s 

(a
) 

A
n

y
 g

ro
u

p
 h

ea
lt

h
 i

n
su

ra
n

ce
 p

ol
ic

y 
p

ro
v

id
in

g
 c

ov
er

ag
e 

on
 a

n
 

ex
p

en
se

 i
n

cu
rr

ed
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is

, 
an

d
 a

n
y

 g
ro

u
p

 s
el

'v
ic

e 
co

n
tr

ac
t 

is
su

ed
 b

y 
a 

n
o

n
p

ro
fi

t 
co

rp
or

at
io

n 
sh

al
l 
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id
e 

be
ne
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or
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en

ta
l 

he
al

th
 c

ar
e,
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n

 o
pt

io
n 

an
d
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ft

er
 t

h
e 

p
ay

m
en

t 
of
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 p

re
m

iu
m

. 
at

 l
ea

st
 e

q
u

al
 t

o 
th

e 
fo

ll
ow

in
g 

m
in

im
u

m
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 t

he
 c
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e 
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en
ef

it
s 
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id
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o

r 
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ll
fi

ne
m

en
t 
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n 
in

p
at

ie
n

t 
in

 a
 l

ic
en

se
d 

g
en

er
al
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os

pi
ta

l.
 o

r 
in
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 p

ub
li

c 
o

r 
li

ce
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ed
 m

en
ta

l 
ho

s­
p

it
al

, 
in

cl
u

d
in

g
 i

n
p

at
ie

n
t 
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re

 a
t 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y
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en
ta

l 
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th

 c
en

te
rs
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th

e 
p

er
io

d
 o

f 
co

n
fi

n
em

en
t 
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r 

w
h

ic
h

 b
en

ef
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s 
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l 

b
e 
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h

al
l 
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ve
 

d
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 e
q

u
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f 
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ti
v

e 
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l' 
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cy
 

y
ea

r 
o

r 
ca

le
n

d
ar

 y
ea
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hi
ch

ev
er

 i
s 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
; 
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In
 t

h
e 

ca
se

 o
f 
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at

ie
~t

 
se

rv
ic

es
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sh
ed

 
by

 a
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ce
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ed

 
g

en
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al
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ta
l 

o
r 

pu
bl
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1
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ed

 m
en
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l 
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it
al
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ua
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­
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l 
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h

 f
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il
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ie
d 

u
n

d
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 m
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ta
l 
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 p
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 f
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u
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n
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d 

m
ed

 ic
al

 
ex
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ra
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 f
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d
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 p
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p
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 p
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 f
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 c
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p
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e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 t

hi
s 

se
ct

io
n 

"p
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at
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 t
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 p
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m
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g
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r 
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 d
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n
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s 
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al
 

0
1
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ph
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al
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un
ct

io
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. 
(b

) 
T

o 
be

 e
li

gi
bl

e 
fo

r 
co

ve
ra

ge
. 

a 
se

rv
ic

e 
m

u
st

 b
e 

re
nd

er
ed

: 
(1

) 
In

 a
 

m
en

ta
l 

he
al

th
 f
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il

it
y 

qu
al

if
ie

d 
u

n
d

er
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ub
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n 
(d
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w
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(2

) 
B

y 
a 

li
ce

ns
ed

 m
en

ta
l 

he
al

th
 p

ro
fe
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io

na
l.
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In

 t
he

 c
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e 
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 n
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ta
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o

r 
m
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al
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er
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 c
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 m
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 p
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 c
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 182 
First Reading Copy 

For the Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee 

Prepared by Tom Gomez, Staff Researcher 
February 7, 1989 

1. Page 2, line 1. 
Following: "53-24-208" 
Insert: "or by the appropriate licensing authority of any state" 

2. Page 2, lines 16 through 19. 
Following: "disorder" on line 16 
Strike: remainder of line 16 through "functions" on line 19 
Insert: "a disorder included in the current edition of the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders published 
by the American psychiatric association" 

3. Page 4, line 13. 
Strike: "20% or" 

4. ~age 4, line 14. 
Strike: "whichever is greater," 
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Amendments to Senate Bill No. 204 
First Reading Copy 

For the Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee 

Prepared by Tom Gomez, Staff Researcher 
February 7, 1989 

1. Title, line 8. 
Following: "72-17-301," 
Insert: "72-17-311," 

2. Page 2, line 4. 
Strike: "12" 
Insert: "13" 

3. Page 4, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "is" on line 7 
Strike: remainder of line 7 through "examiners" on line 8 
Insert: "certified pursuant to 72-17-311" 

4. Page 4, line 19. 
Following: line 18 
Insert: "(8) "Ophthalmologist" means a licensed physician or 
surgeon who specializes in the treatment or correction of 
diseases of the eye." 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

5. Page 5, line 17. 
Following: "is" 
Strike: "licensed" 
Insert: "certified" 

6. Page 8, line 2. 
Following: "presence" 
Str ike: "or" 
Insert: "of" 

7. Page 9, line 4. 
Strike: "10" 
Insert: "11" 

8. Page 9, line 5. 
Strike: "II" 
Insert: "12" 

9. Page 10, line 21. 
Strike: "10(1)" 
Insert: "11" 

10. Page 11, line 7. 
Following: "technician," 
Insert: "nurse," 
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20. Page 17, line 20. 
Following: "72-17-202" 
Insert: "or if there are medical or emotional conditions under 
which the request would contribute to severe emotional distress" 

21. Page 18, line 19. 
Strike: "10(1)" 
Insert: "11(1)" 

22. Page 18, line 20. 
Strike: "11" 
Insert: "12" 

23. Page 19, lines 6 through 19. 
Strike: section 13 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

24. Page 21, line 7. 
Strike: "10" 
Insert: "11" 

25. Page 21, line 9. 
Strike: "10" 
Insert: "II" 

3 SB020401.ATG 



I , 

11. Page 11, line 13. 
Strike: "10" 
Insert: "11" 

12. Page 12, line 14. 
Following: "under" 
Strike: "72-17-201(2)" 
Insert: "[section 11(1)(c)]" 

13. Page 13, line 4. 
Following: "who" 
Strike: "tends" 
Insert: "attends" 

14. Page 13, line 14. 
Following: line 13 
Insert: "Section 9. Section 72-17-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"72-17-311. Eye enuc1eations -- teeRnieians enucleators -­
qualifications. (1) Eye enuc1eations for purposes of anatomical 
gifts may be performed: 

(a) by a licensed physician or surgeon; or 
(b) by a teohnioian an enuc1eator trained in eye 

enucleation. 
(2) An acceptable course in eye enucleation must include 

the anatomy and physiology of the eye, instruction in maintaining 
a ste~ile field during the enucleation procedure, and use of 
appropriate instruments and sterile procedures for removal and 
preservation of corneal tissue. 

(3) Certification of satisfactory completion of a course in 
eye enucleation must be provided by the ophthalmologist who 
teaches the course. This certification qualifies a teohnioian an 
enucleator to perform eye enucleations for a period of 3 years-­
from the date of completion of the course."" 
~enumber: subsequent sections 

15. Page 15, line 23. 
Strike: "10(1)" 
Insert: "11(1)" 

16. Page 16, line 2. 
·Strike: "10(1)" 
Insert: "11(1)" 

17. Page 16, line 22 through page 17, line 9. 
Strike: subsection (1) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

18. Page 17, line 16. 
Strike: "10(1)" 
Insert: "11(1)" 

19. Page 17, line 19. 
Following: "gift" 
Strike: "if" 
Insert: "is" 
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