MINUTES
MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION
COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Call to Order: By Rep. Bob Pavlovich, on February 9, 1989, at
8:00 a.m.
ROLL CALL
Members Present: All
Members Excused: None
Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Paul Verdon and Sue Pennington

Announcements/Discussion: None

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL HJR 12
Motion: Rep. Johnson moved DO PASS as amended.

Amendments, Discussion, and Votes: Rep. Johnson went through
each amendment to HJR 12.

Rep. Pavlovich asked Rep. Johnson if subpoena powers were
still available to the legislature? Paul Verdon,
researcher, said the legislative council, by statute, has
subpoena power for all study committees. It is not
necessary to enact this. This is a study resolution, it is
not a law, you can't put substantive law into a resolution.
The existing subpoena power of the council is sufficient.
Rep. Kilpatrick asked what a resolution does over a law?
Rep. Pavlovich said that if it is passed out of committee it
goes to both Houses and is passed, it is then put on a list
with all study resolutions. Depending on how much money is
appropriated to the legislative council to for interim
studies, the council polls the legislators to prioritize the
studies to decide which ones they want to study. During the
interim a committee will be appointed, they conduct the
study and recommend to the next legislative session what
they want done and a bill is drafted to this effect. There
are four members from each house on each interim committee.

Recommendation and Vote: HJR 12 DO PASS as amended unanimously.
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DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 464

Motion: Rep. Johnson moved DO PASS on the bill and moved the
amendments. :

Amendments, Discussion, and Votes: Rep. Johnson went over the
amendments to the bill. The amendments DO PASS. Rep.
Bachini asked the chairman of the sub-committee if they felt
the concerns were addressed by the wholesaler? Are they
happy with the bill or do they think there is still problems
with it? Rep. Johnson said they feel there are still
problems with the bill. Rep. Bachini asked what areas?

Rep. Johnson said the bill regulates more closely and they
do not feel it can actually be done because the opportunity
for free trade disappears in a sense.

Rep. Simon said we have had a law similar to this on the
books for a long time dealing with sales below cost and so
forth. The department of commerce can tell you that the law
is virtually unenforceable and a nightmare for the
department to deal with. They get complaints, they don't
know what to do with them, they are having a difficult time
even knowing where to start to try to enforce these laws. 1
think Rep. Bradley's intentions are laudable. I think it
will just create more problems for the department of
commerce to try to deal with the complaints. They have no
real solid mechanism to deal with them.

Rep. Bachini said he made some calls to his area and there
were no complaints from his area at all. 1In one area if it
had not been for the company coming in and taking over a
particular station there would have been jobs lost. We have
a company operated station and the independent stations are
operating and they are doing all right. I think the issue
needs to be studied first if they want to do something. I
think there is too many problems right now with this bill.

Rep. Thomas suggested that if we are going to send the
resolution out, that we don't need to send this bill out to
the floor. It is my suggestion that we table the bill here.

Recommendation and Vote: HB 464 DO PASS motion failed 9-7.

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 476

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor:

Rep. Grady, House District 47. This bill establishes the
board of taxidermy; transfers the licensing of taxidermists
from FWP to the department of commerce; establishes
licensing criteria, examination requirements, and fees for
the practice of taxidermy; grants rulemaking authority to
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the board of taxidermy and department of commerce; provides
penalties; provides an exemption from the sunrise law;
repeals Section 87-4-201, MCA; and provides an immediate
effective date. A lot of the outfitters and people involved
felt the bill went too far. There are too many amendments
proposed to amend the bill so a gray bill has been drafted.
The gray bill leaves the licensing authority with FWP and
the fee will be the same $15, it grandfathers all existing
taxidermists in that have a license now. The only thing we
are talking about is that a new individual who comes to the
department to get a license will have to take a test. The
department will set up the testing. The bill sets up a
mechanism to be able to charge the fee for administering the
test. This is essentially what the gray bill does.

Testifying Proponents and Who They Represent:

Joe and Cathy Thomas, Whitehall
Dalton Walker, Butte

Jeff Welch, Helena

Dan Kenney, Lewistown

Ron Marcoux, FWP

James Tutwiler

Kathy Thomas

Proponent Testimony:

Mr. Thomas went over his exhibits 1 and 2.

Mr. Welch said that the test in the gray bill will be
written by the licensed taxidermists in Montana and an
assistant in FWP will help write the test and give the test.
Current license holders will be excluded from the test. The
gray bill grandfathers in current license holders. The test
will be written to test basic taxidermy skills and
knowledge.

Mr. Kenney said consumers will be protected by knowing the
taxidermist is qualified and licensed. The intent of this
bill is to help create some qualifications and criteria for
the taxidermy industry.

Mr. Tutwiler said the gray bill has merit. Because as a
hunter, outdoorsman, and concerned citizen I am very
concerned about the reputation that this industry gives the
state. Montana is in a very unique situation, the quality
of our hunting, due to the great resource we have, the fine
management of FWP, We have maintained, in fact, increased
the premium value of fishing and hunting in Montana. At a
time when that is not the case in many other states. The
supply of quality hunting and fishing is right here in
Montana. That creates a great demand. We are seeing that
demand not only in terms of our residents, but also from the
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demand from out of state. When you create a quality
situation and the demand goes up there is certainly an
opportunity for additional related industries such as
outfitting and guiding and taxidermy. With the increase in
opportunity to make a profit and to complement recreational
outdoor business there is also the opportunity, without some
prudent licensing and guidance, for the minority to take
advantage of the situation and commit acts, or provide a
service that is not of the well-known quality and reputation
that Montana deserves. I think it is important with the
increased profile and visibility we are going to have in
this state for years to come, that we take steps to ensure
that our industries are reputable and complement the quality
of outdoor experiences.

See exhibit 3 for Mr. Marcoux's written testimony.

Ms. Thomas said this bill would be good to bring out-of-
state money in to our state. Out-of-state hunters will
leave their work here to be done if they know the
taxidermists are tested and licensed by the state. They
know they will get good work, not shoddy work. We want to
better the taxidermy business, there are professional people
in the business and we want taxidermists treated as
professionals. There is no reason for a person who has
studied taxidermy not to take and pass a test like
attorneys, hair stylists, nurses, or doctors, these people
have to qualify. Taxidermists are no different, they should
qualify to do taxidermy. Just because it is an animal they
work with doesn't mean it is not important work.

Mr. Walker said he is a concerned consumer not a
taxidermist. I believe a taxidermist should be qualified
and tested. I had a bear trophy done by a shoddy
taxidermist and he ruined my trophy. This bill doesn't keep
a person from being an apprentice taxidermist as some have
said in previous testimony. This bill is set up to protect
the consumer as well as the taxidermist. I am in full
support of HB 476.

Tébéifgshg Opponents and Who They Represent:

Royal and Vicky Crawford, Florence
Steve Rhodes, Vice President, MSTG
John Kelly, Dillon

Roy Jacobs, Choteau

Neal Davis, Dillon

Mark Smart, Great Falls

Steve Bell, Stevensville

Phil Healey, Hamilton

Bob Jacks, Frenchtown

Jarren Brenner, Frenchtown

John Wilson, Billings
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Opponent Testimony:

Mr. Crawford stated that the Montana State Taxidermy Guild
strongly opposes this bill. See exhibit 4 for written
testimony.

Mr. Rhodes submitted written testimony. See exhibit 5.
See exhibit 6 for Mr. Kelly's written testimony.

Mr. Jacobs stated that he is against this bill.

Mr. Davis stated that he is opposed to Section 4 (1) and (2)
of HB 476 and asks for a do not pass.

Mrs. Crawford submitted written testimony, see exhibit 7.

Mr. Smart said he opposes HB 476.

Questions From Committee Members: None

Closing by Sponsor: Rep. Grady said he apologizes to the
opponents because they were not able to see the gray bill.
This gray bill just came up in the last 24 hours. It has
been made clear that a lot of people were not aware of the
gray bill., It is entirely different from the original bill
and as far as the committee is concerned, until we take
action to amend the original draft we are talking about the
original bill. The proponents were talking about the gray
bill, Taxidermy is a big industry, something that is going
to grow in Montana. Montana's wildlife industry is growing
tremendously. We have the largest elk and deer herds, we
have everything the outdoor sportsmen want. This is why
they are coming to our state. Out-of-state licenses have
been raised tremendously, and the sales have not slowed
down. We are probably as lax as any other state for a
taxidermist to get into the business. All they have to do
is pay $15 for a license. We are going to protect the
consumer with this bill, $110 - $350 to mount a buck deer
head, bull elk head mount is $450 - $1,000. These are
average prices. Just because a taxidermist has mounts on
the walls of his shop doesn't mean he has done them and he
does good work. An average taxidermist can gross $40,000 to
$50,000 a year. The consumer should have some protection,
we are talking about minimum protection here with HB 476. I
hope the committee will delay any action until some of the
opponents can see the gray bill.
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HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 553

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor:

Rep. Grady stated that this bill would appropriate money to
the department of fish, wildlife, and parks to be used to
match money obtained from other sources to organize,
promote, and conduct the Montana Governor's Cup 500-Mile
Sled Dog Race. This bill redirects $40,000 from the
facility use tax proceeds to FWP for the biennium to be used
for providing grants to match money raised from other
sources. This will be used to promote the Governor's Cup
Sled Dog Race.

Testifying Proponents and Who They Represent:

Charles Van Hook
Rep. Mark O'Keefe
Charles Metzger

Proponent Testimony:

Mr. Van Hook said this is the longest sled dog race in the
lower 48 states. The race has grown each year and the
interest is growing and drawing more and more people into
Montana to see and participate in this sport. This year
ESPN television station will tape the race and it will be
show nation wide. The legislative council at the request of
Rep. Jan Brown investigated some of the legislative
activities in Alaska in regards to sled dog racing. We have
determined that appropriations are being made for the
promotion of racing events there. Financial assistance is
given for development and promotion of the race, development
and maintenance of the trails. Last year the investment was
in excess of $150,000 in Alaska for their sled dog races.
Our event is on a volunteer basis and we have hundreds of
people volunteering their time for this race. HB 553 is a
formula for cost sharing. This bill requires the race to
first obtain sponsorships before any state funds are
invested, there is a limit of $40,000 on the state's
investment, and there is a limit of 2 years on this
investment appropriation. The use of bed tax funds has
generated some questions about similar proposals that may
come from other events in Montana. We believe that if any
thing this program can, over 2 years, demonstrate how such a
cost sharing venture might be designed in the future.

Rep. Mark O'Keefe is in support of HB 553. I also support
the bed tax. We have a tax out there that the members of
our body feel we have no control over the spending of.
There is some resentment of that in the House and the
Senate. I know it is important for the innkeepers and
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travel promotion people to control that as long as possible.
But, I also put to you that at some point, someone is going
to tap the bed tax. Maybe this bill could be the basis for
broadened discussion on how that money is spent, what kind
of control you are going to allow the industry to keep on
the bed tax. This is good for the innkeeper's industry that
this race go, that it is good for the chambers of commerce,
that it is good for the people in travel promotion.

Mr. Metzger wants to appeal to the committee to let this
race grow, with your help in getting the financing, we can
see this event grow.

Mr. Fisher submitted written testimony supporting HB 553,
see exhibit 2.

Testifying Opponents and Who They Represent:

Kay Foster, Billings Chamber of Commerce
Jim Van Arsdale, Mayor, Billings

Vern Sitter, Innkeepers Association

Don Ingels, MT Chamber of Commerce

Rob Norwick, Missoula Chamber of Commerce

Opponent Testimony:

Mayor Van Arsdale stated that the sled dog race has been
very successful and he doesn't know why they are asking for
money. Once we open the door to the bed tax money, other
folks will want to dip into these funds.

See exhibit 1 for Ms. Foster's written testimony.

Mr. Sitter stated that the innkeeper's association is not in
support of HB 553. This race does not bring in tourists or
visitors. The bed tax fund's primary purpose is to bring
people in to Montana.

Mr. Ingels said his association does not support this bill.

Mr. Norwick stated that the Missoula chamber opposes this
bill.

Questions From Committee Members: Rep. Blotkamp asked Rep. Grady
how they arrived at the $40,000 figure? Could you break
that down for me? Rep. Grady referred this to Mr. Van Hook.
He said the race currently has $30,000 budget. We are
comparing ourselves to the John Beargrease race in
Minnesota. Their race has a budget of $80-100,000 right
now, $40,000 is set aside for the winner's purse, that is
why they attract a large number of mushers. We would use
these funds, if the bill is passed, either for the purse or
for producing the race.
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Closing by Sponsor: Rep. Grady said all we are trying to do is
redirect some funds with this bill., The time has come when
we need to look at redirecting some of these funds. All the
money is going for advertising, the funds are going for
brochures, advertising, lots of times purchased from out-of-
state, money going to large out of state advertising
agencies. 1t's Montanan's paying that tax. We pay it on
every accommodation in this state. We need to look at this,
use the money to advertise our home state.

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 573

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor:

Rep. McCormick stated that this bill would allow machine
manufacturer bill acceptors on video draw poker and keno
machines and would amend Sections 23-5-606 and 23-5-609,
MCA; and provides an immediate effective date.

Testifying Proponents and Who They Represent:

None

Proponent Testimony:

None

Testifying Opponents and Who They Represent:

None

Opponent Testimony:

None

Questions From Committee Members: None

Closing by Sponsor: Rep. McCormick stated he closed.

HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 557

Presentation and Opening Statement by Sponsor:

Rep. Bachini, House District 14, stated that this bill will
allow the police officers of Montana to assess themselves .5
percent of the base income of a new patrolman. The purpose
of this assessment is to provide group life insurance
premiums for the police officers.
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Testifying Proponents and Who They Represent:

Scott Ramsey, Police Department, Bozeman
Frank Garner, Police Department, Kalispell
Jerry Williams, Police Department, Butte
Bill Allison, Police Department, Helena
Kevin Clader, Police Department, Missoula
Tim Shanks, Police Department, Great Falls

Proponent Testimony:

Mr. Ramsey said he represented not only his department but
policemen across the state of Montana. This bill will not
effect all of the police in all Montana cities. The
officers want life insurance; this idea has been going
through their ranks and Montana can't afford to supply us
with life insurance policies. This is a self-help bill, and
it will not cost the state one cent. We have excluded the
chiefs, assistant chiefs, and captains at their request. We
have left it open to them if they decide to come into the
program.

Mr. Garner stated that only 7 other states in the country
offer this sort of benefit as a state pay program to the
officers in their respective states. In Montana what we
would like to do as an association, it will only affect our
association members, is to give this program to our members
and pay for it ourselves. We are willing to do this because
it is important to us and our families. All of the officers
in my department supports this bill.

Mr. Williams was representing the Butte police department
and said they are all in full support of this bill.

Mr. Allison stated that the officers in his organization
here in Helena support this bill.

Mr. Clader said he is representing the Missoula police
officers and they support this bill and ask the committee to
give the bill a do pass.

Mr. Shanks said he is here on behalf of the Great Falls

police officers. They would like the opportunity to provide
for themselves a life insurance policy.

Testifying Opponents and Who They Represent:

None

Opponent Testimony:

None
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Questions From Committee Members: Rep. Kilpatrick asked Scott
Ramsey why all cities are not involved? Officer Ramsey said
the cities involved are Class I city retirement systems,
they are the cities that originally formed the Police
Association. We leave our doors open to any police
department around the state of Montana. If they desire,
they can join our association.

Rep. Steppler asked Officer Ramsey if an officer would be
required to join the organization before they could purchase
the policy? Officer Ramsey said they would.

Rep. Nelson asked if a police department is participating in
the program and one officer wished not to participate would
he be able to do this? Would he have to contribute?

Officer Ramsey said the officer would have to go to his
local association and they in turn would go to the state
association to get it okayed for the officer not to
participate.

Closing by Sponsor: Rep. Bachini said there was 100 percent
participation in this. It is helping no one but the
officers themselves, city, county, or state will not be
involved in the cost and I would appreciate a do pass on the
bill.

ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment At: 10:45 a.m.

// FEP. BOB PAVLOVICH, Chairman

BP/sp
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Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Business and Fconomic

Development report that House Joint Resclution 12 (first

reading copy ~- white) do pass as amended .

Signed:

Robert Paﬁlovich, Chairman

And, that such amendments read:

1. Title, line 7.

Strike: "BELOW-COST"

Insert: “SUBSIDIZED" ’
Following: *“PRICING"

Strike: "GIVES"

Insert: “AND PREDATORY MOTOR FUEL FRANCHISE PRACTICES GIVE"

2, Title, line 8.
Following: "CERTAIN"
Insert: "WHOLESALERS AND"

3. Page 1, line 14.

Strike: *, below-cost”®

Following: "pricing"

Ingsert: "and predatory motor fuel franchise practices”
Following: "the"

Insert: *wholesale and"

Strike: "level™

Insert: "levels"

Following: "other"

Insert: "wholesalers and"

4. Page 1, line 16.
Strike: "below-cost"
Strike: "is a"
Insert: "and"

5. Page 1, line 17.
Strike: "practice that is"®
Insert: "motor fuel franchise practices are"

"



6. Page 1, line 18.
Strike: "below-cost pricing"
Insert: “those practices"”

7. Page 1, line 20.
Strike: "from subsidized pricing"®

8. Page 1, line 23.
Strike: "below-cost pricing" -
Insert: "those practices"

9. Page 1, line 24,

Following: "of"

Insert: "subsidized pricing and"
Following: "predatory"

Strike: "pricing"

Insert: "motor fuel franchise agreements®

10. Page 2, line 8.

Following: "pricing"

Insert: "or motor fuel franchise agreements"
Following: "independent"

Insert: "wholesalers and®

11, Page 2, line 9.
Following: "competing®
Insert: "wholesalers and"

12, Page 2, line 13.
Following: "predatory"
Strike: "pricing is"
Insert: "practices are"

13, Page 2, line 14,
Following: "Montana"
Insert: "wholesalers and"

14, Page 2, line 15,
Following: “other"
Insert: "wholesalers and"

15. Page 2, lines 15 and 16.
Strike: "below-cost pricing®
Insert: "those practices”

l¢. Page 2, lines 17 and 18,
Strike: "below-cost pricing”
Insert: "those practices”

February 9, 1989
Page 2 of 2
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Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Business and Economic

Development report that House Bill 464 (first reading copy --
white) do NOT pass as amended .

Signed:

Robert Pavlovich, Chairman

And, that such amendments read:

i, Title, line 7.
Strike: “AND"

2, Title, line 8.

Following: "FUEL"

Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE"

3. Page 2, line 7.
Strike: "current”
Insert: "most recent"

4. Page 2, line 11,
Strike: "all trade®
Ingert: "customary"”
Following: "discounts”
Insert: "for cash"
Strike: "customary"
Insert: "trade"

5. Page 2, line 12,
Strike: "for cash"

6. Page 2
Strike: lines 14 through 17 in their entirety

Insert: "(i) cost of doing business as defined in 30-14-202;"
Renumber: subsequent subsections

7. Page 2, line 23,
Following: "of the"

Insert: "most recent invoice"
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B.FPage 3, line 4.

Strike: "all trade"
Insert: "customary"
Following: "“discounts"
Insert: "for cash"
strike: "customary"
Insert: "trade"

9. Page 3, line 5.
Strike: "for cash"

10, Page 3.

Strike: lines 7 through 10 in their entirety

Insert: "(i) cost of doing business as defined in 30-14-202;"
Renumber: subsequent subsecticns

11. Page 3, line 17,
Following: "of the"
Insert: "most recent invoice"

12, Page 4, line 22.

Following: line 21

Insert: "(10) "Transportation cost"™ means the actual cost of
transportation of motor fuel or, in the absence of proof of
actual cost, the common carrier rates fixed by the public
service commission for the immediate market area concerned."

Renumber: subsequent subsections

13, Page 5, lines 16 and 17,
Strike: "petroleum distillates"
Ingsert: "motor fuels"

14, Page 5, line 20.
Strike: "petroleum distillates"™
Insert: "motor fuels"

15, Page 5, line 25,
Strike: "petroleum distillate"
Insert: "motor fuel"

16, Page 6, line 2,
Strike: "petroleum distillate"
Insert: "motor fuel®

17. Page 6, line 12.
Strike: “other"
Insert: "delivering"

18. Page 8, line 16.
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Following: “a"
Insert: ": (1)"

19, Page 8, line 20.

Following: "purchase"

Insert: "; or*

(2) bulk sale at either the wholesale or retail level to a
person engaged in agriculture if the fuel is used for
agricultural purposes"

20. Page 9, line 6.

Following: line 5

Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 12, Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval."




STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

February 9, 1989
Page 1 of 2

Mr,., Speaker: We, the committee on Business and Economic
Development report that House Bill 238 (first reading copy --
white) do pass as amended .

Signed:

Robert Paﬁiovich, Chairman

And, that such amendments read:

1, Title, lines 6 and 7.

Following: "INSURERS®™ on line 6

Strike: the remainder of liné 6 and through "INSURERS" on line 7
Following: *,°" ‘

Insert: "AND"

2. Title, line 8.
Strike: "3 AND REPEALING SECTION 33-16-202, MCA"

3. Page 4, line 23,
Strike: "annually compile and review"
Insert: "store"

4, Page 4, line 25, and page 5, line 1,
Strike: line 25 in its entirety and through "state" on line 1

5. Page 5, line 2.
Strike: "commissioner's findings and the"

6. Page 5, lines 5 through 12,

Following: "citizen” on line 5

Strike: the remainder of line 5 and lines 6 through 12 in their
entirety

7. Page 5, line 14,

Strike: "insurance company"
Insert: "insurer"
Following: "file"

Insert: "annually®

[

8. Page 5, lines 16 through 18,
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Following: "prerequisite to"

Strike: the remainder of line 16, line 17 in its entirety, and:
through “"coverage" on line ig

Insert: "transacting insurance in this state"
9., Page 5, line 25.

Strike: Section 6 in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent sections

141298ac mrm £ |



Amendments to House Bill No. 238
First Reading Copy

For the Committee on Business and Economic Development

Prepared by Paul Verdon
February 1, 1989

1. Title, lines 6 and 7.

Following: "INSURERS" on line 6

Strike: the remainder of line 6 and through "INSURERS" on line 7
Following: "," :
-Insert: "AND"

2. Title, line 8.
Strike: "; AND REPEALING SECTION 33-16-202, MCA"

3. Page 4, line 23.
Strike: "annually compile and review"
Insert: "store"

4. Page 4, line 25, and page 5, line 1.
Strike: line 25 in its entirety and through "state" on line 1

5. Page 5, line 2.
Strike: "commissioner's findings and the"

6. Page 5, lines 5 through 12.

Following: "citizen" on line 5

Strike: the remainder of line 5 and lines 6 through 12 in their
entirety

7. Page 5, line 14.

Strike: "insurance company"
Insert: "insurer”
Following: "file"

Insert: "annually"

8. Page 5, lines 16 through 18.

Following: "prerequisite to"

Strike: the remainder of line 16, line 17 in its entirety, and
through "coverage" on line 18

Insert: "transacting insurance in this state"

9. Page 5, line 25.

Strike: Section 6 in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent sections

HB023801.apv



Certified Professionnl Taxidermist Association of Montuna Inc.

C.P.7.4.

FACT SHEET

EXISTING STATUTES

Desr Legislator,

To be g licensed texidermist in the State of Montans one must:

item 1

Item 2

Pay $15.00 ta the Departrment of Fizh Wildlife and Parks.

Your real name is not required, nor is an application required.

ftem 3 MNotestingis required.

item 4
item 5
Item 6

Item ?'

Item 8

item 9

There are no requi rem znte to kKnow the Department of Fish,
Wildlife & Parks' game lews that regulste your license,

The only requirement for being issued o taxidermist license is
to pay a $15.00 fee.

Present licensing procedures are threstening to  the
consumer's persongl welfare, health and safety.

A taxidermy license holder is in no way qualified by the State
af Mentana!

This is & deceptive licensing preclice by thie Stete, which
legds the unsuspecting consumer to believe that the license
holder is qualified by the State of Montana.

The Fizh, Wildlife & Parks Department doez not have the
guthority to implement & system of qualifications for the
licensing of a taxidermist.

|
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Certijied Professional Taxidermist Association of Montana Inc.
C.P.T.A.

Proposed Statute Changes
(Gray Bill)

Item 1 A licensing fee will be required. Projections of an incresse
in the fee amount remain small, due to the fact thst the
Department of Fich, wildlife & Parks will implement the
licensing system.

Item 2 An application will be required to identify the applicant end
his/her qualifications s & commericial texidermist.

Item 3 A test will be required to demonstrrate sdequate knowledge
' and techniques of taxidermy.

[tem 4 Through the testing procedure an spplicsant will be required
to become familier with the game lews of the State of
Montane snd the Taws related to the profession of takidermy.

Item 5 The requirements to become o licensed texidermist will be
gs follows:

Item 6 Guerantees better taxidermy procedures to insure the heslth
gnd safety of the consumer and the taxidermist.

Item 7 Consumer will be protected because the license holder hes
been quelified and has & knowledge of taxidermy.

item 8 The license holder will be qualified by the State of Mortans
before receiving o license to practice taxidermy.

Item 9 The Department of Figh, Wildlife & Parks will have the
guthority to implement & system of qualificaticons for the
licensing of taxidermists.
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HB 476
February 9, 1989

Testimony presented by Ron Marcoux, Department of Fish, Wildlife
and Parks.

HB 476, as amended, would provide for the development of
application forms, examinations, and re-examination forms for all
initial taxidermist licensees. Examination procedures would be
implemented by the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, with the
actual examination being developed by representatives of the
taxidermy industry and officials from the department.

This bill allows charging fees necessary to cover the expenses
related to testing and record keeping requirements.

The Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks supports the concept of
establishing industry standards in the practice of taxidermy and
supports HB 476 in its amended form. However, I would like to
point out that any further industry standards and review processes,
as well as insurance requirements, would more appropriately be
handled by another agency that directly regulates business or
professional standards.
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I,d like to address the Honorable Chairman and the
Committee Members.

At this minute I,d rather be working in my shop or out
on the lake fishing. I feel compelled to stand here today
to defend the right to practise my art and to defend Taxidermy
from ideas that would thin our numbers and reduce our freedom.

We in this gathering participate in a discussion on the
future direction of the Art of Taxidermy. There has been a
Revolution the past ten years. The quality of the work has
soared because of competitions and seminars, the unleashing of
knowledge and technology. The Montana State Taxidermy Guild is
the leader in this revolution in this state. Our entire focus the
past six years has been increasing the quality of taxidermists
work and educating the consumer.

In this new age of Taxidermy, on our own without regulation
we create the quality, we create the demand, we educate and create
the consumer. Taxidermy has evolved into a true art. More and more
citizens are interested and practising the art. The youth ere
excited at the fun and quality of it; excited at their chance to to
into business or just sell some of their work. This very day
there are hundreds of part-time citizen artists working .
on their fish and wildlife taxidermy projects.

The more taxidermy done the less of the wildlife resource is
wasted. The more taxidermists the more power we have to turn and
educate against the threats to our chodce of lifestyle and work.
More specialists will arise out of growing numbers to lead us one
step further.

HB476 is the ugly head of a Gestapo arising from selfish minds.
In a secret frenzy, some assume this evolving taxidermy art needs
rules, boards, controls,red tape and exams. HB476 is the wrong path.
Its a negative plan for the future. Let us put it in the basement
closet of the museum of Montana taxidermy history; to be rolled out
at times as an example to taxidermy classes of wrong-thinking. The
writers and proponents of this monstrous artists Gestapo should
look anew at what they wrote, examine their attitudes toward their
fellows, and study again their high school American Government texts.

Everything was quiet and fine a week ago. Any problems were few
Now I have lost a week of work and rush here to stand guard. The
monster of an unasked for and unneeded Bureaucracy is poised to
devour us. Like sheep tricked by wolves shall we fall into this trap.
Equally bad,will we compromise and start the deadly examinations and
re-examinations? '

Listen my fellow artists to the winds of freedom. to the easy

breezes of unregulated work we are used to. Voluntarily we do what is
good for Taxidermy. That is the right path to the future.

Thankyou,

S Whelba,

Steve Rhodes V-Pres. M.S.T.G.
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NAME Steye  RHODES BILL No. 426
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Form CS-34
Rev. 1985
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Johr B. TVelly
Yellv's loulder River Tayidermy

Dillo» Montana
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Tay‘dermv;as defined by Random Vonse Dictionary

is, "the art of preraring and preserving the skins

~f animals and of stuffing and mourtine them in lifelike

form".

Art e defined hvy Ve'ster aé; "the corsrcious use of skill,

trete, arﬂ'Cre'tive im=~‘n»t‘on'in the produrtion of

sesthetic ohiects., Art mav he weed interchanreahly with

skill. curpne. eraft. but in its most distinct serse it

cortrests with them ir jmnlvine a personal, uraralvzable

ereative vrower,

Gentlemen these varv d8ffinitions in ocur basic enslish

diet onaries nreelaim that frt of Tavide£§ carnot be

eyamiped hw written teoste, Fach nhserver examines

Avrt, o his own eonclusions & perspectives. No rational
Q*Fuf

rerenn can’“to 2chieve anv reasonab]e results hy a

e-ntheticly vwritten test. I.et, alone estahlish A

nccumational 1icenae ant liverihnod from the ambhicuous

rasulits of anrh teetine,

Neenmationsl Yinenerine of the Art of '.PP}?'?A"’T':." indicates

A noéd to nrotect someone, TFf tre public needs rrotecting

fram the tavidermight then the one on nne contract made

verk="7y o written npced he addressed on an individual

hasis. A= no ceneral nrohlem eyists with the present

swretom  tha+t T am aware of.



Tf the Taxidermist needs protectine from the taxidermist
a= it seems with the wordine of HB 476. The protection
the State Af Moaptana provides this tavidermist onlvy
ennoura~es ronn-olies, lTower ocvalitv and creates hisher
nrices. A1l t+e nrotectinn the State nf Mantana conld
nrovide thiec +tayidepr~igt will pot helr him as the miblic
an-arentlv thronch free enternrige has alreadv found his
art form nnaccentable. Protectionism nltimatelv takes
mane-r ant, of everv Waptana pocket and costs iohs.

Dlennma yote arainst "enma 911 4,76,

Thank vou,
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

February 9, 1989

I am Kay Foster and here to represent the Billings
Chamber of Commerce in opposition to the appropriation con-
tained in HB553.

The Billings Chamber supports the efforts made in
staging the Governor's Cup Dog Sled Race but feels that
this event should not be selected out oflthe many held in
the state each year for special funding through tourism tax
money. The intent of the legislation implementing the bed

tax was that it be used for promotional purposes and not for

the operation of a specific program. It is our understanding
that two Montana "countries" have already put money from their
budgets into support of this event and we do not feel that
another direct appropriation in this instance is necessary.
While the Billings area would welcome a direct infusion
of state funds into events staged in "Custer Country", i.e.
the Centennial Cattle Drive, we do not feel this was ever
within the intention of the law and the practice should not
be begun.
We urge your defeat of HB553.

200 Na 24th S o PO Ray 2519 or 1155 ¢ Billinos MT 59103 ¢ (406) 245-4111 or 248-7979
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Mr. Dave Armstrong
Montana Centennial Sled Dog Race
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Dave:

As Montana’s elected representatives to Congress, we are
honored to join together in wishing you and everyone involved in Montana's
Centennial sled dog race the very best of luck.

Recent years have seen an increased interest in the sport of sled dog
racing in Montana. In fact, Montana is fast becoming the sled dog racing
capital of the lower forty-eight! While this race commemorates our 100th
year as a state, sled dog racing is bound to be a part of Montana's
future.

- :Again, good luck to all the organizers and hearty contestants, of
both the two and four-legged variety. Whether back home or in Washington,
we will all be watching the progress of this great Montana sporting event.

-

Sincerely,
Max Baucus Conrad Burns /
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
Ron Marlenee / Pat Williams

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PO cr-:"",* GREAT FALLS POLICE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
‘i;: PPA}.,? P.O. Box 5021
Great Falls, Montana 59403

February 9th, 1989

Business and Economic Development Committee

Legislator's

The Great Falls Police Protective Association is in
support of HBRS557.

There is a great need for the opportunity to have life
insurance for a police officer. Many cities are unable to
provide such a benefit. The passage of this bill would provide
the opportunity. This bill would be a tremendous benefit to
each officer under the plan. ‘

The local association membership is aware the money
obtained from each officer would go to the Montana Police
Protective Association for the payment of the insurance
premium and representation of the membership.

Your support of this bill would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely

e

Robert Carvell

President

Great Falls Police
Protective Assn.




Butte Police Protective Association
555 EDISON ST. BUTTE, MT 59701

February 8, 1989

Montana House of Representatives
Business Sub-Committee
Helena, Montana 59601

Members of the House of Representatives:

On February 7, 1989 the Butte Police Protective Assoclatlon
membership unanimously voted to give its full support to -
House Bill #557. The reason for our support of the above
- said Bill is to enable our members to recelve the benefits of
‘group life insurance. R

As you are well aware, Montana is facing some tough economlc -
times.  The passage of this Bill would enable beneficiaries of :
the members to receive some additional support during these
‘tough times. But let it be known, that the passage of this Bill_

-is a cost factor to the members of the Assoc1at10n and not the
'taxpayer. K ’




. Charles E. Beauchot
Chief of Police

Office Phone No.: 232-3411
Emergency Phone No.: 911

Miles City Police Department

“To Serve and To Protect”

February 6, 1989

Business & Econamic Development Committee
Montana State Legislature

State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59620

To Wham It May Concern:

The Miles City Police Protective Association endorses the Dues
Assessment Bill sponsored by the Montana Police Protective Association.
We believe this is House Bill 557. We would encourage you to pass this
bill with a favorable reading in your committee.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

BM/br

John K. Uden
Asst. Chief of Police

Miles City, Montana
59301



Kalispell Police Association
Kalispell, MT

January 01, 1989

We the members of the Kalispell Police Association support the Dues Assessment
Bill as presented by the Montana Police Protective Association.

Ly b
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S




BOZEMAN POLICE PROTECTIVE
ASSOCIATION 586.3311

OFFICE OF President 34 NORTH ROUSE BOZEMAN, MONTANA 59715

February 3, 1989

TO: Members of the Business and Economic Committee.

fROM: Members of the Bozeman Police Protective Association.
REFERANCE: HB 557 Police Officers Dues Assessment Bill.
Dear Members,

The members of the Bozeman Police Protective Association are very
much in support of this bill. We realize there will be an increase in the
amount taken from eack pay check to go to the State Association. We feel
that the benefits and insurance policy will far exceed this amount. -

Agéin the members of this Association support this bill and request

a favorable vote.

Sincerily,
- ”
- /‘“d :
s A W\_

Melvin McCarver
President
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:




BIiLLINGS POLIGE PROTEGTIVE ASSOGIATION
P.0O. Box 2104
BILLINGS, MONTANA 598103

February 6, 1989

Mr. Scott Miranti
3010 Westridge Drive
Bozeman, Montana 59715

Dear Scott,

The members of the Billings Police Protective Association
are in favor of HB 557 (Bachini, others). This bill has been
needed and worked for by our members for many years. It is a
self-help bill for police officers and is paid for by our own
membership. The taxpayers of Montana are not requested to pay
any part of this bill.

Our own association, has for over thirty years, provided
a life insurance plan to our membership. We realize that the
cost of final arrangements in a family have continued to raise
and a bill of this type would assist the famlly and lessen the
burden being bore by them.

We support the Montana State Association and you as their
Legislative Chairman on this very inportant bill.

Sincerely,

President
Billings Police Protective Association



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME  Jola B Jﬁc“u{ BUDGET

ADDRESS Po. Box 3l D: Um M7 59728

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? _ Welly's Beclder River Tax doveny

SUPPORT OPPOSE X AMEND

COMMENTS: o, Hen commeits subra, /*/Prp
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