
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
51st LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON LONG RANGE PLANNING 

Call to Order: By Chairperson Connelly, on January 19, 1989, at 
8:00 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: All 

Members Excused: None 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Claudia Montagne, Secretary; Carroll South, Staff 
Researcher, Legislative Fiscal Analysts' Office 

Announcements/Discussion: None 

CULTURAL AND AESTHETICS GRANT PROGRAM 
Tape 10:A:OlO 

HELENA SYMPHONY SOCIETY, RANKING 57, Salary Support/Music 
Director, Business Administration, (no tape). 
ELIZABETH SELLERS, Music Director, Helena Symphony, played a 
short selection from the Christmas program. She presented the 
grant proposal, a request of $20,000, and recommendation for 
$10,000, which would fund the salary of the music director. She 
said recent reviews (EXHIBIT 1) attested to renewed interest in 
the Helena Symphony. MS SELLERS said as music director, she had 
the added duties of business administrator. If the grant was to 
be approved, the money now allotted for salary would go to 
special projects, guest musicians, and interpretive movement and 
narration to accompany the music. She said one of the 
organization's goals was to appeal to a contemporary audience. 

MONTANA STATE THEATRE ASSOCIATION, Ranking 58, Organizational 
Advancement, (no tape). 
MARIANNE ADAMS, a member of MSTA, presented testimony in support 
of grant 307 on behalf of Jim Bartruff, President of MSTA 
(EXHIBIT 2). She distributed a list of board members as well as 
the MSTA newsletter (EXHIBITS 3 and 4). 

MONTANA INDIAN ART & CULTURE ASSOCIATION, RANKING 59, Native 
American Art Education Symposium, (lO:A:OlO). 
MICHELE MOLLOY, Executive Director of the Montana Indian Art & 
Cultural Assn. (MIACA), Great Falls, testified in support of 
grant 327. This funding is for a special projects grant for the 
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grant 327. This funding is for a special projects grant for the 
sponsorship of a Native American Art Education Symposium. The 
symposium would promote the affiliation of Montana Indian artists 
and Indian artists of other states. It would also promote 
sharing talents, the exchange of information, understanding and 
fellowship while furthering new ideas concerning art technique 
and style, contemporary dance presentation, storytelling and 
writing. The major goal is to provide a framework for the 
preservation and documentation of Montana Native American 
heritage and artistic values and to create various programs 
through communication, networking, art oriented services for 
Montana Native American artists interested in the visual, 
performing and literary arts. MS MOLLOY said no such Native 
American art organization exists in the northern region of the 
United States with the exception of Alaska. A survey conducted 
by MIACA shows that there is a strong need to promote and fund 
Indian art projects in Montana to enhance the future of Native 
American art. MS MOLLOY distributed materials descriptive of the 
organization, EXHIBITS 5, 6, 7 and 8. 

VICTORIA ADAMS, silversmith from Augusta, presented a slide show 
of Montana Indian art and urged support for this grant request. 

NEIL PARSONS urged support of the grant request. 

ROSALIE JONES (10:A:138), a dancer of Blackfeet/Cree heritage who 
performs under the name Daystar, and currently on the Board of 
Directors of MIACA, urged support for this group. She said she 
supported their organized, long range plan for American Indian 
Art in Montana. They hope to someday have a Native American 
Cultural Center in Montana. She distributed a brochure, EXHIBIT 
9. 

SEN. HIMSL (10:A:172) asked Ms Molloy if it was clear to the 
organization that this grant was recommended for the symposium 
and not for the newsletter. MS MOLLOY explained that the 
newsletter would help in networking and communication but they 
felt that a symposium would initiate movement for the 
organization. The money would be given to MIACA. If the 
symposium did not materialize, the second $5000 would not be 
spent. 

FOX COMMITTEE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, RANKING 60, Administrative 
Clerk, (10:A:191). 
IAN ELLIOT, Managing Director of the Fox Committee for the 
Performing Arts, testified in behalf of grant 346 for a special 
projects grant. He said the money would enable them to hire an 
administrative clerk, which would free currept staff for 
programming and fundraising purposes. They are preparing to 
raise the amount needed to retain this position after the funding 
from this grant is discontinued. 

VICTORIA COFFMAN, (10:A:325), professor at Eastern Montana 
College (EMC), said she has observed the Fox Committee for the 
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Performing Arts in its development over the years. Their 
productions are unique and many productions allow her students to 
attend workshops. 

SEN. MCLANE asked Mr. Elliot what their connection was with the 
Alberta Bair Theatre. MR. ELLIOT responded that they were 
initially affiliated with the saving of the Fox Theatre building 
(now the Alberta Bair Theatre) but are now an entirely separate 
entity and a major user of the building along with the Billings 
Community Concert Association and the Billings Symphony. They 
perform at the Alberta Bair Theatre, ·the Metra Park and the Petro 
Theatre at Eastern Montana College. SEN. MCLANE expressed 
support for this grant. 

MR. ELLIOT stated that they had applied for another grant that 
was not recommended by the committee (grant 345). This grant 
deals with the rush ticket program and they have decided to 
emphasize grant 346. He sai~ they withdrew grant request 345. 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS, RANKING 61, Oral 
History Program for Bannock Park, (10:A:448). 
DON HYYPPA, Administrator of the Parks Division, testified on 
behalf of grant 339 which would establish an oral history program 
at Bannack. He said 1989 is the golden anniversary of the parks 
system. The Parks Division is now in control of the territorial 
capitol of Bannack (200 acres and 100 buildings). He said saving 
the historic artifacts in Bannack is important and the oral 
history is just as important. This grant would enable the 
department to bring between 30 and 50 people to Bannack during 
the next few years, particularly those who were associated with 
the mill. There, they would quiz them about the history of 
Bannack. The funding would be for travel and related expenses in 
bringing these people to Bannack. He distributed a copy of the 
Bannack Free Press, EXHIBIT 10. 

REP. BARDANOUVE (lO:A:547) asked what is being done to the mill. 
MR. HYYPPA explained that the department has already stabilized 
the building by re-roofing it and stabilized the foundation and 
walls through techniques that do not detract from the historic 
value. Now the Department of Health will clean up any toxic 
waste that may be present. There are no more private holdings 
within the town of Bannack. MR. HYYPPA said a road was built 
around Bannack with the cooperation of Beaverhead County and the 
department so that traffic does not have to go through town. 

SEN. MCLANE asked Mr. Hyyppa if the department was planning on 
restoring any other buildings. MR. HYYPPA stated that they are 
not presently restoring any buildings but simply attempting to 
prevent them from deteriorating any further~ 

REP. BARDANOUVE (lO:A: 612) asked if the buildings can be 
maintained in their present condition without restoration or will 
they continue to deteriorate to the point where they cannot be 
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saved. MR. HYYPPA said that the more significant buildings will 
be maintained while others will be left to deteriorate. 

SEN. HIMSL asked if the people to be interviewed live in the area 
of Bannack, and if the proposal was viable with the $2,000 
recommended. MR. HYYPPA stated that the people are living in 
southwestern Montana so they believe that the project will be 
possible at that amount. . 

REP. BARDANOUVE asked when the mill quit operating. MR. HYYPPA 
responded that Bannack was never a true ghost town. The mill 
operated into the early 1960's. 

GROWTH THRU ART, INC., RANKING 63, Administrative Support, 
(10:A:672). 
REATHA THOMAS, Executive Director of Growth Thru Art, testified 
on behalf of grant 314. She said Growth Thru Art is an art 
center for disabled adults in Billings. In the course of a year 
they serve about 100 student and about 10,000 people will view 
the work of the students. Students range in age from their early 
twenties to late seventies. Their disabilities are mental, 
physical and developmental. Because of new projects and the 
increased enrollment, more staff is needed in the artistic, 
administrative and technical areas. MS THOMAS said most students 
were in a low income bracket, and paid tuition based on a sliding 
scale and ability to pay. 

ROGER CLAWSON, (10:B:13), Immediate Past Board President, stated 
that this organization serves a special group of Montanans. 
These people have had a great deal of support from the time they 
were children until they graduate from high school. Then, there 
is nothing. This program serves the needs of many of these 
people after the system has helped them through high school. 

SEN. HIMSL (10:B:60) asked MS THOMAS how many adult student there 
were in the program and where the classes are held. MS THOMAS 
stated that their current enrollment is 44 and 3 more new 
students are expected in the next week. The group rents space in 
St. Stephan's Episcopal Church. Each student has two classes per 
week and materials are furnished by the organization. 

DILLON JR. FIDDLERS ASSOC., RANKING 64, Rosin Up The Bow, 
(10:B:75). 
JEAN TILTON JAMES, Music/Project Director, Dillon Jr. Fiddlers 
Association, testified on behalf of grant 324 as set forth in 
EXHIBIT 11. She included a photograph of the group (EXHIBIT 12). 
A group of the fiddlers then played for the .commi t tee. 

SEN. HIMSL asked if this is the first request for funding. MS 
JAMES responded that they have received funding from the 
Centennial fund. 
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REP. SWYSGOOD, Beaverhead County, urged the committee to grant 
funding to this group. 

SEN. JOHN ANDERSON, Senate District 77, urged support of this 
grant request. 

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL, RANKING 66, Ikebana International 
Exhibition, (10:B:202). 
SEN. GREG JERGESON, Senate District, Chinook, stated that this 
project was for a three-day international exhibition of Japanese 
flower arranging to be held at Northern Montana College in 
conjunction with a one-day seminar devoted to a review of 
Montana-Japan cultural and trade relations. The original grant 
request was for $3,000 but the Citizens' Review Committee 
recommended that they receive $1,000. SEN. JERGESON urged the 
committee to support this project fully. He submitted a letter 
in support of the project from the Chairman of the Exhibition 
Committee, Marilyn McPherson, EXHIBIT 13. 

REP. BARDANOUVE (10:B:247) expressed his support for this grant 
request. He said this form of flower arranging was one of the 
oldest arts in Japan. He said it was unique that its center in 
Montana would be in northern Montana, on the Highline. He gave 
the history of the project, saying a woman from Chinook had made 
this art her life's work, and had promoted it in her home 
community. 

SEN. ·HIMSL (10:B:287) asked for clarification of the grant 
request. He understood that the money would be used to build 
display stands for the flower arrangements. SEN. JERGESON stated 
that was correct. REP. BARDANOUVE added that the stands were 
essential because one had to focus one's attention on each 
arrangement by itself. 

POLSON CITY LIBRARY, RANKING 67, Indexing of Flathead Courier, 
(10:B:312). 
EULA MAY TURNAGE, Member of Friends of the Library, spoke in 
support of grant 332 in the amount $4500. All issues of the 
local newspaper, The Flathead Courier, have been researched for 
vital records beginning in 1911. The information is now 
maintained on 40,000 index cards and the research was done by 
volunteers. The grant would enable them to enter this data on 
computer disks for print-out and immediate retrieval. 

REP. THOFT asked if the tribe was willing to contribute anything 
to this project. MS TURNAGE said she was unaware of any interest 
in the project at this time. 

RICHARD MILLER, (10:B:348), Montana State Librarian, expressed 
support of this grant request as set forth in EXHIBIT 14. 

SEN. HIMSL asked Mr. Miller if the State Library had photocopies 
of all the publications. MR. MILLER introduced DEBBIE 
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SCHLESINGER, Lewis & Clark Library, to respond. MS SCHLESINGER 
stated that she understood the Historical Society has completed a 
project of indexing all of the Montana newspapers but that is a 
far cry from having it accessible to local people. Moreover, 
this project only concerned itself with information to be used 
for genealogical purposes. 

SEN. ETHEL HARDING, Senate District 25, Polson, stood in support 
of the project. 

REP. THOMAS LEE (10:B:405), House District 49, Polson, encouraged 
the committee's favorable consideration for this grant request. 

ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAL, RANKING 68, Senior Expressions, 
(10:B:4l8). 
ROXY FREDRICKSON, Program Development Specialist, spoke in 
support of grant 349 for a program called Senior Expressions. 
This is an idea sponsored by St. Vincent's Hospital and Eastern 
Montana College with the support of Area 2 Council on Aging and 
Yellowstone County Council on Aging. This project would develop 
a local elderhostel program to familiarize senior citizens in the 
area with college and the campus setting. St. Vincent's Hospital 
and Eastern Montana College faculty will be devoting many hours 
of their time to the development of their program. Eastern 
Montana College Foundation has granted $2,500 for the 1989 
program and an additional amount for the 1990 program. It will 
be used as seed money to help with the development of the 
program. They are confident that they will be able to develop a 
strong demonstration project that will be valuable to the entire 
state. MS FREDRICKSON said two year funding for this project was 
requested but only one year was recommended. She distributed a 
flyer and a script excerpt, EXHIBIT 15. 

DR. VICTORIA COFFMAN, (10:B:559), spoke in support of the 
project. She said she would be directing this project, and had 
prior experience with a similar program in southeast Alaska. 
Judging from past experience and the amount of interest shown by 
volunteers in Billings, this project has the potential to become 
a wonderful theatrical production, she said. 

SEN. HIMSL, (10:B:6l9), asked how the participants would be 
selected. MS FREDRICKSON responded that letters will be sent to 
senior citizens as well as advertisements in local magazines. It 
will be on a first come, first served basis. They will advertise 
for the type of volunteers needed including actors, carpenters, 
and other help for theatrical production. 

CASCADE COUNTY, RANKING 70, Artists Speak, (ll:A:OOO). 
SUZANNE DONNELLY, Cascade County Superintendent of Schools' 
Office, spoke in support of grant 355. This is a request for 
funding to publish and distribute a handbook for understanding 
contemporary art entitled "Artists Speak". It will be an 
educational tool for educating the public about the relevance and 



HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON LONG RANGE PLANNING 
January 19, 1989 

Page 7 of 8 

meaning of contemporary art and enhance the ability of people to 
understand these treasures. The book would be used by students, 
parents, teachers, art centers and the public in general. The 
handbook form provides an excellent self-instructional tool for 
use in rural areas where there may not be easy access to art 
centers. MS DONNELLY distributed a mock-up of the handbook and a 
description of the project as set forth in EXHIBITS 16 and 17. 

LIBBY, MONTANA INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS (MIA) WRITERS GROUP, RANKING 
71, "Pages from the Past", (11:A:099). 
REP. PAULA DARKO, House District 2, Libby, presented testimony in 
support of this grant, # 298. She distributed the group's four 
previous publications, and said the quality had improved greatly 
over the years. Their most recent and most profitable 
publication was "Echoes Along the Kootenai", published in 1985. 
She distributed for the record information on the history of the 
group, a summary of their grant proposal, and a letter of 
testimony from Mary Frederickson, EXHIBITS 18, 19, and 20. 

SEN. HIMSL (11:A:196) asked if this was the group's first request 
for funding and the cost of their books. REP. DARKO responded 
that this is their first request. They have done all of their own 
fundraising in the past. The last book was more expensive to 
publish and they have exhausted their funds. The cost of their 
books is under $10.00. The price of the next book will depend on 
the amount of the grant. SEN. HIMSL suggested that the grant be 
increased because it is their first application and that area is 
particularly isolated. 

VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA, RANKING 76, Special Project, 
(11:A:258). 
KARYN COLLINS, Executive Director of Very Special Arts Montana, 
testified on behalf of grant 352 as set forth in EXHIBIT 21. She 
distributed a copy of their proposed brochure and information on 
the program (EXHIBITS 22 and 23). She said the grant request had 
not been recommended for funding and appealed to the committee 
for reconsideration. 

RICK OFFNER (11:A:340), President of the Board, urged support for 
this funding request. He said the program provided arts 
experiences for people with special disabilities. In light of 
their reorganizationa1 efforts and the need for this service in 
the state, he asked for reconsideration. 

SEN. HIMSL (11:A:421) asked what their mission was and who are 
the actual beneficiaries of the efforts. MR. OFFNER responded 
that their mission has always been to deal with handicapped 
person. MS COLLINS added that they also sponsor a festival where 
the handicapped learn visual art skills, movements, music and a 
variety of art forms. They would like to train the individuals 
who work with disabled people in the providing of artistic 
experiences on an ongoing basis. 
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SEN. HIMSL (11:A:482) asked what the reason for the 
recommendation of no funding was. MR. NELSON said they had 
created an SOS fund last biennium to enable MAC to go in and help 
organizations in trouble. This initial SOS analysis on this 
program is in process. He said they wanted to complete this 
analysis and give the right help at the right time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment At: 10:35 a.m. 

REP. 

MEC/cm 

1625.min 
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December 6, 1988 

Dear Ms. Sellers: 

lam writing this 'critique' of the Christmas concert of the 

Helena symphony Orchestra, Chorale, Boychoir, tandbell choir and soloists 

as more or less an open letter to you expressing my thanks to you 

and the many other directors and performers for presenting the 

Christmas program of Sunday and Monday night at the Helena Cathedral. 

I could not possibly between the conclusion of ~he concert Monday 

night and the 11:00 A.M. Deadline for publication type all the accolades 

which this concert has inspired me to write. With the exceedingly 

fine coverage which the Independent record has given this performance 

I am sure anything I might say would be somewhat redundant. I hope 

the Editors, Mr. Wood and Mr. Skidmore can see their way clear in 

conSidering this submission still newsworthy even though it is a day 

late. If I have failed in getting it in on time, I am sending you 

a draft copy so you may personally pass on my personal compliments 

and thanks to all participants. You all gave the greatest Christmas 

gift to Helena which I can recall in my thirty years in town. I am 

only sorry for those who could not attend because of space limitation. 

I have not seen or heard a more spectacular musical 

undertaking presented in Helena under the auspices of any group 

or entrepreneur in my years in town. I have written articles for 

the Independent Record and for the Montana State.~~sic_L~ucator's= 

Magazine, 'The Cadenza' for many years,but never have I felt do 

inadequate in my ability to express myself. 

You took the many hours of individual regearsal on the 

parts of Dr. Buness, Les Cramer and his wonderqul Boychoir, Fr. Michael 

Driscoll and his Handbell choir of the Helena Cathedral, your own 

symphony orchestra and molded them all together into a concert par-

excellence. Even the stage management of over two hundred musicians, 

singers and soloists ran so smoothly, it was a pleasure to watch. 

Page 2. 

To even attempt to perform an thing as musically grandiose 

as R. Vaughn Williams' 'Hodie', requires a conductor having complete 

faith in the ability of participating groups and in himself/herself 

as overall director. You proved this ability over the last two night's 

performances. My thanks to you for making this Christmas of 1988 

unforgettable for many of us who were fortunate enough to attend. 

I 
! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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MADAME CHAIRPERSON, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. For the record, my name 
is "'UtA..r\ru.:.ltJo.m.s, a member of the Montana State Theatre Association. I ~1 
am testifying on behalf of grant number 307 submitted by the Montana Stair 
Theatre Association, a statewide agency headquartered in Billings. Our 
grant is a special projects grant for organizational advancement of MSTA

i
, 

Jim Bartruff, president of MSTA has asked me to read this statement on :~; 
behalf of this grant proposal. 

Although I am unable to attend in ~r~~} I hope the committee will none ~J 
thele$$ give serious consideration to this grant proposal. We have • 
distributed two items: a copy of our latest quarterly newsletter entitled 
MONTANA THEATRE CONNECTION and a contact sheet listing the members of ou~ 
board of directors. As you can see, our board comes from allover the • 
state and represents all levels of theatre in our state: college, high 
school, children's, summer and community theatre. As is the nature of " 
our business, all of our board members are at work this morning--three ,~ 
are attending the Rocky Mountain Theatre Association Conference in Grandi 
Junction, Colorado representing--at their own expense--our organization .•• 
thre7 o~ our board members are ~eaching in the cl~ssroom today .•• one i~ ~ 
rebu~ld~ng a stage for a commun~ty theatre group ~n Great Falls ..• one ~sl 
in a cabin in Eastern Montana writing a new play--perhaps t9 be p'erformed 
by the 1-1ontana Repertory Theatre in 1991. I thank O1tlr/onn.p AdO!.mS ;;1 
for representing our group at this hearing today. ~ 

The citizen's advisory committee has recommended partial funding for our" 
proposal with the contingency that monies from this grant not be used fa~1 
travel by our board. Rest assured that is not and will not be the case. I 
We are a volunteer board. We meet our own expenses to attend our annual 
meetings held at alternating sites throughout the state. The purpose ofl 
this grant is to upgrade the quality and --hopefully-- the frequency of ... 
the MONTANA THEATRE CONNECTION; to provide funding for workshop leaders 
at our annual conference; and, to provide organizational support for MST~.l' 
through the Montana Institute of the Arts Foundation. III 

We are a young, growing arganization--stronger for having been reborn 
of the ashes of an earlier failed state theatre association. Our group ; 
was reborn in 1986 and has since held two conferences--the first in Billil, 
the second, last March, in Helen~. Our third annual meeting will be held 
in March in Bozeman. Our m7rnbership has risen steadily over these three~ 
years. Attendance at the f~rst conference was 7S ... A year later, we had. 
almost 130 participants. Early indications are that we will equal, if 
not surpass last years figures in Bozeman. ". 

As our membership grows, our need for grant monies Will--hopefUllY--decrJl 
as membership dues will become our major funding source. As a service 
group, that is how it should be. Seed monies from the Rocky Mountain 
Theatre Association, the Montana Arts Council and gifts from member 
organizations have given us a good beginning. We ask you for your 
support as we continue to grow and serve our vast state. 

Thank you. 
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BUS: 243-5288 
SECY: 243-6809 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/89 

RANDY PUGH 
BILLINGS STUDIO THEATRE 
1500 RIMROCK ROAD 
BILLINGS. MT 59101 
HM: 245-7699 
BUS: 248-1141 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/89 

BOB RENNICK, JR 
P.O. BOX 254 
HAVRE,MT 59501 
HM: 265- 1610 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/89 

STEPHANIE CAMPBELL 
DEPT OF MEDIA/THEATRE ARTS 
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOZEMAN, MT 59717 
HM: 586-7343 
BUS: 994-5883 
SECY: 994-3901 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/90 

SEAN WALBECK 
402 SOUTH 6TH EAST #2 
MISSOULA. MT 59801 
HM: 721-2047 
BUS: 243- 4481 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/90 

SECRETARY: 

RMTA REP: 
AND 

CHILDREN'S 
THEATRE 

REP: 

SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 

REP: 

NORMAN BERT 
PINEVIEW ROUTE 
CUSTER. MT 59024 
HM: 947-3342 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/89 

JANET MCLAUGHL I N 
801 EAST 6TH AVE 
HELENA. MT 59601 
HM: 443-0389 
BUS: 442-4270 
TERM EXP I RES: 3/91 

HARRY GADBOW 
512 NORTH AVE WEST 
MISSOULA, MT 59801 
HM: 543-8721 
BUS: 728-2402 
TERM EXPIRES: 3/91 

MEMBERSAT R.J. BURNS 
LARGE: P.O. BOX 721 

SHELBY, MT 59474 
HM: 434-5712 
TERM EXP I RES: 3/90 
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* MONTANA STATE THEJ\TRE ASSOCIATION * 

3RD ANNUAL :ES7!VA1. AND CONFERENCE 
MA RCH ~RD &: 4TH 

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY *. BOZEMAN, MT 

This year is the third ~~ST A Theatre 
Festival and summer stock audition sponsored 
by the Montana State Theatre Association. 
Being held on the campus of Montana State 
University in Eozeman, there vill be some­
thing for eve~one involved in !heatre. 

The MSU MainstaQe Production of, 
"The Death and Life of Sherlock Helmes", by 
~";Z3.r. Zeder. will be presented on Friday 
March 3rd at the M~U Theatr~. 

Brigham Young University's Theatre 
Bal: ... ··: .. 'ill . .!r:ct"rJ such traditior.als as DON 
QUIXOTE and LE CORSAll?E. To order 
ad .... anced tickets, see page 7. 

Thie 'lear's conference will also 
include SC:'Ie;ai workshops c=~lerir.f' acting, 
chiidren's t~~2tre, auditions, directin~. voice 
techinC!ue, scene painting, tech!"lical theatre. 
stagecrait- publicity, and fund raising. If you 
would be interested in directing one of the 
workshops please contact Harry Gadhow at 
900 50. Hig~ins, Missoula, MT 59801. 

Summer stock theatre organizations 
from across the state will be at the MST A 
Conference looking for actors and production 
personnel for their 1989 summer season. The 
conference gives Montana perf~rme~ an ex­
cellent opportunity tc meet Montana sumrr.er 
stock producers. All performers :nust be 
registered for the conference and be mem­
be"" of MST A to take part in the 8u(.itions. 
Par!ici?ating in these auditions is a privilege 
of MST A membership, so there are no other 
fees for auditions. 

Scheduling will be done prior to the 
conference. as - auditions registration forms 
are received by Stephanie Campbell at MSU. 
If you have a spec-ific time preference, 
please contact Stephanie at 586-7343 or 994-
5583. Performers should prepare two actin~ 

Auditioners are enccUl"'cl:::!C to preDare 
material in their area of strongest interest. 
Each performer will be limited to a total 
presentation time of four minutes unless the 
presentation includes a song, in which case, 
the time limit will be five minutes. No 
accompanists will be provided; however, cas­
sette tape recorder will be available. Per­
formers should bring several distribution 
copies of a one-page resume and photos 
(headshot only, please) attached. Technicians 
and management persons should also bring 
resumes and portfolios or other samples of 
their work. . (Audition registril:ton form on 
page 7.) 

* COMMUNITY THEATRE SHOWCASE * 

This year's MST A Conference in 
Bozeman will block a period of time for 
'··10ntrmn Co:n:nunity T,eatre organizations to 
present a sample of their work in a friendly, 
noncompetitive environment in an effort to 
see what the rest of us are doing. The 
showcases will be limited to not more than 
15 minute pieces with limited technical 
requirements. If you a:-e pla:;nin~ to attend 
this year's conference on Mar::h 3 and L. in 
Bozeman and would like to have your group 
perform in . the showcase, please contact 
Randy PU9h immediately at Fillin~s Studio 
Theatre, 1500 Rimrock Road, Billings 59102 
or call him at 406-248-1141. 
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EXHitS. I ~:(p,--__ _ 
DATE &-/1:; f 
HB U~~ 

tJ .:J~7 

. . 
Montana Indian Art 
"... '.l\ ~"arid . ; . ~, 

Culture' Association 

"".' .,; P.0'.Box2306' 
" .' . Great Falls, : 
. '" ,Montana:. '. : , . 

' •• , t h'_ ,,'_ 

~.;' 'Ii J " '~59403 . 1 ;.< 

1-406-791-8020 
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APPENDIX A 

MONTANA INDIAN ART AND CULTURE ASSOCIATION 

Michele Molloy 
Chairwoman 
17 Ferguson Drive 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
Teacher 

Roaslie Jones 
Vice-Chairwoman 
PO Box 2266 
Great Falls, MT 59403 
Dancer/Teacher 

Jackie Oeleis 
Secretary/Treasurer 
423 31st Northwest 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
Teacher 

Neil Parsons 
1027 Fourth Avenue North 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
Native American Artist 

Coreen Glen 
1106 Rose Drive 
Billings, MT 59101 
Teacher 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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1. Mr. Jack ~tann1ng 

! 
2. Hr. Allen llloomsren 

,. I 
! , 

3. Beltrone Communications 
I 

4. Hrs. Shirley l'age 
! , 

5. Pamela liarr 

6. ~lrs. J ody Benge 

·:,~;;;Lt~,f;'i~·':.;, ;~'+';J~~::;5:: I.,~ 
I : 

.. ~. 

\ 
; 
i 
i 
i 

A~ty. 

't' ' 

at Law Dorsey l-lh1tney 

C~rtified Public Accountant. 

C~mmun1cations/Market1ng 
, 

Bookkeeper/Management 
I ' • 

~~rketing/Artist 

Art Admin1strar1on Advisor 

. . 

; ": 
, . " , . ~ 

....... , 

, 
.Gt •. Falls,Mt. 

! 

Gt. Falls,Mt. 
: i : ... , 

Gt. Falls, Mt • 

. Bozeman, Mt .• 

Gt •. Falls. Mt. 
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~10NTANA I~DIAN ART ,A.'qD CULUTURE:. ASSOCIATION 

REQUEST llUESTIOttAIRE 

. 

EXH I BIT~. .,...-r. ... =.,,_= ..... _==_==== 
DATE~ ............ ,"6_-n.-=r_==== 

Do you feel there's a need ;for a communication Indiad art association to 
enhance the availability and accessibility to Native American art and artists 
in Hontanar' . 

; Yes \; No . ______ _ 

llow do you think an Indian art association could assist museums and. other 
facilities in the State of ~ontana at present? 

~~at do you think are the needs of museums /colleges in regard to Native· American 
art and artists? . 

10 mp.k~ go: ~.u<J~ (.#.; H~ 
~ CkJ·~~...e~ IjY~~~) '. 

. . 
lVhy do you feel there is a need for a ~ative American ~rt service association in 
l-iont3na? 

. '. 

7~~~~~~tA~~.J#~~ 
~t'~pq~ ~ua:z~/u..J,~/ ~d.,h~~yv 
~~, 

Do.you feel there is no nead for a .~ative American art service association in 
'lontana? If not, give reasons \-lhy· ... 

TlO\J could your facility. or museum possibly assist an Indian art association in 
},1ontana in future years? 

~lh3t ~ould interast you the most in regard to assisting a Native American art 
service organization? (communication activities involvement, assisting in 
the encouragment and development of a higher quality of curatinR for ~ative 
American art sho\-ls. networking \-lith an Indian art association). 

! 



· Art1st.~~ Mr;A-h~/~,~~NEI! 
Date &/ tX?/n, ' , ',' ,.,",' ,;, ,:, . :';: 

HO~~TANA NATIVE AMERICAN ARTIST SURVEY" . ", ,."~,,,:,, ',i'~; 
; ,r" 

P~QUEST- QUESTIO~AIR 

Do you think there is a need for a communi~ation/service organization for 
!-[ontana Uative American./ Indian ar·tists? 

YES X --- NO __ _ 

~fuat type of services for Native At:lerican artists would you like to see developed, 
now and for the future? ' 

__ in one year 

:._ in three years 

__ never 



, . 

NONTANA I~nIAN ART ~~D CULUTURE.ASSOCIATI0N 
lilt 

R~TWEST llUESTIONAlRE 

• 
no you feei there's a need for a communication Indian art association to 
enhance ,the, availability and accessibility to Native American art and artists 
1n Hontana! 

Based op 
Yes Brochure 

How do you think an Indian art association could assist museums and other 
facilities in the State of ~ontana at present? 

~can act as a resource.when 'we are asked for specifics either by visitors or 
~ists. There is a need especially for the beginning artist whose work we cannot 
, lot because it does not yet meet standards. 'The'artist needs enco~ragement, \ 
.. ort from his peers at this point in his profession. Possibly you could establif 
mentor" program among established artists and those just beginning • .' ' ': 

Uhat do you think are the needs of museums /colleges in regard to Native American ' 
. art and artists? • 
~his time, we have no specific needs. We have establishea-procedures/policies 

- accepting work for exhibitions. Our only measure is the quality of the work 
eeting our Mission. Sex, Race or Nationality has not~ing to do with our 

-.rrnining work of exhibition quality or not. 

\4hv do you feel there is a need for a ~ntive American art service association in Hontana? . 
.. I. th any group, all the support, encouragement and resources 'available to an 
~vidual_provides networking,'learning'and opportunities to ,expan~ personally 

, ?rofessionally • 
• 

Do you feel there'is no need for a Native American art service association in 
• '(ontana? If not, give reasons , .. hy'. ' 

-

-

.. 

Ilow could your facility oi museum possibly assist an Indian art association in 
"ton tana in future ye~ rs? 

Act as a resource ,.,hen needed. 

I 

~lhat ' .. auld interest you the most in re~ard to assisting a Native American art 
service ~rganization? (communication activities involvement, assisting in 
the encouranment and development of a higher quality of'curatinr. for ~ative 
American art shot .. s. networkin~ , .. ith an Indian art association). 

~ame 1)£ ntrector/nept.llead vicki Everson 
------~---- .-

Address PARIS GIBSON SQUARE 
-----------------~ 

I 
I 

\ 

I 
\ 

\ 



}-fONTANA I~DIAN ART A.~D CULUTURE. ASSOCIATION 

REQUEST ~UESTIONAlRE 

Do you feel there's a need for a communication Indian art association to 
enhance the availability and accessibility to Native American art and artists 
in Hontana? 

Yes X -------- No ______________ __ 

llow do you think an Indian art association could assist museums and other 
facilities in the State of Montana at present? 

In identifying and establishing contact with Native American 
artists. In directing museums and gallerys toward possible 
fundung sources for exhibits that hightlight Native American 
artists or concerns . 

~fuat do you think are the needs of museums /colleges in regard to Native American 
art and artists? 

Opportunities to meet and identify artists. 

l~y do you feel there is a need for a ~ative American art service association in 
Hontana? 

To facilitate the possible actions outlined in questions 2.and 3, 
and to assist Native American aritsts in gaining exposure. 

Do you feel there is no n?ed for a Native.American art service association in 
'lont::ma? I f not, ~ive reasons why'. 

There is a definate need. '. 

llow could your facility or ~~seum possibly assist an Indian art association in 
'1ont.:lna 1n future ye.:lrs? . 

By sharing information about artists and opportunities for 
exhibition. By working cooperatively. 

, . 
~lh3t would interest you the most in regard to assisting a Native American art 
service organization? (communication activities involvement, assisting in 
the encourar,ment and development of a higher quality of curating for Native 
American art ShO~IS. networking llith an Indian art association). . 

Assisting in the encouragement and development of a higher quality 
of c';lrating for Native ~ame Of Director/nept.llead Sam Gappmayer, Curato] 
Amer~can shows. --------------.-

Address Missoula Museum of the Arts 
335 North' Pattee ------------
Missoula. MT ~QRn? 



REQUEST- QUESTIONAIR 

Do you think there is .l need for a communication/service organization for 
'lontana Uative American./ Indian artists? 

YES NO ___ _ 

~fuat t:ype of services for Native American artists lIould you like to see developed' 
now and for the future? 

• 

~_V~~~A __ ~~ ~ A:t ~ 
.. . ' 

~~..,eIV''''''"?l''''''~_~ ~.P ~. 

~ ~--~~~~~.;......'"" ,-:-:~"-
Do you feel that a communication/service orAanization is important for the con­
tinuation of the historical, cultural)and the artistic endeavors of the Native 
American artis ts. I f so, '-Illy? 

'j 

." .. ~ .. h __ ____ ~:~ 
~-~~-{12~ ~. 

. -17 L. • ~~_2Lf:s..~~ w, a" ~. 
How do you think an or~anization that would offer services to Native American 
artists could assist the'Native American artists of }i.)n:ana? 

In your op'inion, when would be an appropriate 
to be form7 Indian artists of Nontana? 

___ as soon as possible 

__ in one year 

--- in three years 

__ never 

time for an art service organization' 

'. ' . .' 



MONTANA I~DIAN ART AND CULUTURE.ASSOCIATION 

REQUEST ~UESTIONAlRE 

Do you feel there's a need for a communication Indian art association to 
enhance the availability and accessibility to Native American art and artists 
in l-Iontana? 

No ______________ __ 

How do you think an Indian art association could assist museums and other 
facilities in the State of ~fontana at present? () • 

il. J.. - -J- .wv>J.J b.- ?.JtrnJ.~J --k MOv-(. ~'Jet.' q~ 
~nLiWho-cJ- e¥h:bZIiVM 1D~ -IL!:frX 

tlhat do you think are the needs of museums /colleges 1n regard to Native American 
art and artists? 

Ilhy do you feel there is a need for a Native American art service association in 
Hontana? 

Do you feel there is no need for a ~ativeAmerican art service association in 
'Iontana? If not, give reasons why', 

t I 

flow could your facility or museum possibly assist an Indian art association in 
lolontana 1n future ye.lrs? ' 

f1<ll\h~" (j!,fu~. 

~fu.lt \'lOuld interest you the most in regard to assisting a Native American art 
service organization? (communication activities involvement, assisting in 
the encourap,ment and ievelopment of a higher quality of curating for &aiIve 
A!IIerican art ShO'lS. networkin~ \lith an Indian art association). 

~ame Of D11"ectol"/nept.llead_-T+'~~~ 

Address ~~+~:;..",c.o= 
'K'I~g3 KtlL~ 



Artists nam.~~r~JaHf§. 
Date . ~ /1 {, /'t ~ . I r 

HO~lTANA NATIVE AMERICAN ARTIS SURVEY 

REQUEST- QUESTIO~AIR 

Do you think there is .1 need for :l communication/service organization for 
"lantana !·lative American./ Indian artists? 

YES X NO ___ _ 

~-fuat type of services for Native .o\r.1erican artists ,~ould you like to see developed 
now and for the future? 

Do you feel that a communication/service organization is important for the con­
tinuation of the historical, cultural):lnd the artistic endeavors of the Native 

• 

A:r,ican anis ts. I f so, \-lhy? ~ 

t~,i!td~AM~~ Oo;::::::~ ~~4 
-~~::Z'-\-J~-'¥f~~~ ~ h-n ~ 
.~ 4~ /-;t;;;::1!.e + i ~ ~~. 

Ho'.; do ycu thin1: ~m crp.an1za:tion that would offer. services to Native American 
ar·t1sts could assist the ~Iative American art:lsts of Hontana? 

.:J;.k>,4/~ __ c.£A;&j'~~ ~/":(~t:1 I I/~ f:. _' 
~~:1 ___ ~ ____ fl~J ~~ 1 Jf;(/dk ell< 'A;:t..;£J 
-------- -.---- --------.----

In your op,inion, when would be an appropriate time for an art service organization 
to be fonned for Indian artists of Hontana? 

~ as soon as possible 

___ in one year 

__ in three years 

__ never 



Artists name S'VttA-;V' SreWA-lZ-c 

Date ~- /? - lI~V . , 

HO~lTJ\NA NATIVE AMERICAN ARTIST SURVEY 

r~QUEST- QUESTIONAIR 

Do you ~h1nk th~re is .1 need for a communication/service organization for 
'lantana !lative American./ Indian artists? 

YES ",' . NO --- ----

• 

Tnat: t:ype of sea:vlct:s fur ~;llt1v(': .'.':lcrican artists '-lould. you like tn see developed . 
now and for the future? 

)'t4~(¢i'A.l6 5k, /15 
~ tiC' I ofW ' 1,,·CI.-~ '1. k,,~ "'k~."fs 

Do you feel thai a communication/service organization is important for the con­
tinuation of the historical, cultural, and the artistic endeavors of the Native 

. American artists. If so, \ .. hy? 

-if.t~--~1!J:J.LLl\.::"t.?:'!..-_-_,"'f ") __ ~ __ ..2 ctJ I'C:SL.- c:: f- J /)!Dr M.1 c/c/'l 

, 

.LL!.zl'! __ <, ~~<1'c..z:'_~ _____ 6...2. __ ./A.LLL Ct Com h1r·n ,rr:~1 
. I r , I 

...1-4~~J--!.'·'N7--;7-:-~~-&!J~t __ d~~(lti/,/1~-I2(J==trt~ ... c ~/cC/lt~ 06 
~ Irj-!//L/~ ,t}yr(.-1L,( tt~ vL"l- ~~ ~ or' 

110\., do you think an organization that would offer services to .Native American 
artists could assist the ~lat:1v~ American artists of Hont:ana? 

.2"~.$k.---C£----J~i('dIdC.~1:"'7-----·------·--
-LLliQr..t1JJt'L.t.= ____ S/1 {JffJl-J------------------

--------_._----

In your op,in1on, when ,.,ould be an appropriate time for an art service organization 
to be formed for Indian artists of ~lontana? 

__ ~ as soon asposs1ble 

___ in one year 

__ in three years 

___ never 



.. 

l-10NTANA I~DIAN ART AJ.~D CULUTURILASSOCIATION 

REQUEST ClUESTIOt~AlRE 

Do you feel there's a need for a communication Indian art association to 
enhance the availability and accessibility to Native American art and artists 
in Nontana? 

Yes -------- No __ ~ __________ __ 

.. How do you think an Indian art association could assist museums and other 
facilities in the State of Hontana at present~ . 

~~~~:ir=~M 
ttuL ~ ~ ~ UuI1-k-, {J. 

\fuat do you think are the needs of museums /colleges in regard to Native American 
art and artists? -
~ i~~ ./4 ~ ~ ~ ~~6'~ 

.. ~ {I ~ u.u., ~ 'r. .t.u.. h~ ~ 

~ 1 a-n dA:f p/~ ~ ;:;2d', 
.. 'Vhy do you feel there is a n~ed for a ~ative American art service association in 

Hontana? ~~~/,tde,.~~ .~~ 
-r .. ' _ . - I. _ 1 r /n 

_~ t,~ ~ .~ ~ ~. &J%:U 
, , b k au) UP, ~ ,h~d.u,d2 

.. 

-
.. 

. au.L;tb ~~;.(~ 4:~ ~~iE£.4. 
M~ ~. c::t4 A ~(/~ ~ ~ a~.-If. r..-c~ 

DotQou feel there 1s no need for a .at1ve.American art service a~sociati~i ~ ~ 
'lontana? If not, gtve re3sons why'. {; A/'fiIJubw . 

~. 
now could your facility or museum p~ssibly assist 3n Indian art association in • 
"fontana in futura ye.:l.rs?, ~ /? ~ /*" 

I. 1 ... ..J ~ ~ "i~~e#f'U/ tOt... ~ a.- . . 
~k.a~~~ ~ ;b~ 
-71~~~ (~I ._) 

~::~Uld interest you the most in regard to assisting a Native American art 
service organization? (communication activities involvement, assisting in 
the encourap,ment and development of a higher quality of curating for ~ative 
American art sho\-ls. networking \-lith an Indian art association). 

'!'lame Of Director/Dept .Head __ .!!2.~~ __ _ 
,Address ~_ z'7L1 .,;e",~--

~~~t{ft~. 



MUSEUM 

Michele Molloy 
President 

OF THE 

August 5, 1988 

Montana Indian Art & Culture Assoc. 
Box 2306 
Great Falls, MT 59404 

Dear Ms. Molloy: 

Judy Weaver, the Assistant Director here at the Museum 
of the Rockies, provided me with a brochure on your 
association. As Curator of Exhibits, I am most anxious to 
line up outstanding exhibits, both regional and national, 
for our 'Native American gallery. 

It is my hope that you can provide traveling 
exhibitions, or recommendations regarding Native American 
artists. I can be reached weekdays at (406) 994-5281. 

Your Assistance in this matter would be most 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

'@ClUJv~"'ll~/~Lt/L,'-
Beth D. Merrick 
Curator of Exhibits 

.......... .,....,.. -_ .... --_ .. 



September 7, 1988 

Salish Kootenai College· 
Box 117 

Pablo, Montana 59855 
(406) 675-4800 

Montana Indian Art and Cultural Association 
P.O. Box 2306 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

Letter of support for: 
The Montana Indian Art and Cultural Association 

To Whom This May Concern: 
. 

It is a pleasure to write a letter of support for the MIACA. A tremendous number of talented 
artists reside in Indian communities throughout Montana. Many Indian people posses a 
natural sensitivity to their environment which is so beautifuly expressed in their arts and 
crafts. There are few organizations in Montana working towards the preservtation of Indian 
artistic values. MIACA has taken on this very important responsibility and deserves 
recognition for their great effort. 

Much of Montana's history and culture, especially that of the Indian has already been lost. I 
strongly support MIACA in their efforts as we need to preserve our arts and culture for future 
generations, without it, we have no identity as an Indian people or foundation for which we 
can build upon. 

, j 

Sincer~ _ /~' _ ~ 

C:;ZIL'1.-V"L. Ct.-e.-£. (/Z/J"7~"C~ 
Corwin Clairmont 
Inter-Campus Coordinator 

CC:gt 

Salish Kuol.-no.i CuU,,!:e has bt!"n IIranl~ initioal An:,,,ditatiun by th" 
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MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET • (406) 444·2694 • HELENA, MONTANA 5962Q.8990 

Ms. Michele Molloy 
President 

September 6, 1988 

Montana Indian Art and Culture Association 
625 Central Avenue West 

. P. O. Box 2306 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

Dear Hs. Molloy: 

Thank you very much for your letter of September 1, 1988 
informing me about the formation of the Montana Indian Art and 
Culture Association and for the brochure outlining the goals and 
aspirations of your group. You certainly have the complete 
endorsement of the Montana Historical Society and of myself as its 
director. The program which you outline is needed and can provide 
a tremendous service to both Indian and non-Indian communities by 
giving broader exposure to the artistic expressions of Montana 
Indians. 

As my time in Montana grows longer I become increasingly 
aware of the tremendous diversity in art and other forms of 
artistic expression produced by Montana Native Americans. It is a 
rich heritage, one which needs to be encouraged and one which 
deserves broader exposure. You have our wholehearted endorsement 
and our willingness to cooperate in any possible way. Please keep 
me infor~ed of your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

;.-~ /;)./ J / r: 
-'~~L-V;,-,.y,~.~~~. 

Robert Archibald . 
Director 

RA/db 
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GREAT ": ~L -------------------....... ___ -..,; __ ··.···.i.I:f .. :kliiliifis~·~;~.V.··:. .. j;,Iiii;!iiMlit~j'j;si.i:·,·.t4.'i.iii;:~· •• -
FALlS AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P.o. BOX 2127 
926 CENTRAL AVENUE 
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403 
(406) 761-4434 

September 6, 1988 

Ms. Michele Molloy, President 
Montana Indian Art and Culture Association 
P.o. Box 2306 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

Dear Ms. Molloy: 

This letter is written to express the support of the Great Falls 
Area Chamber of Commerce for the formation of the Montana Indian 
Art and Culture Association. Your objectives are very worthwhile 
and we are convinced your organization will be of great benefit 
to Great Falls and Montana. 

Great Falls is proud to be one of Montana's most outstanding art 
centers, certainly a prominent aspect of which is the culture and 
artistry of our Native Americans. Anything that your 
organization can do to nurture and develop an awareness of the 
importance of Native American art and to foster the education of 
the different forms of Indian art merit our support and that of 
all Montanans .. 

Our organization will do what we can to assist and support you. 

Sincerely yours, 

GRBA~ FALLS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
) . 

'.- " ./ ,/ !. .. ~ /~.~ i'/// 
). "'-:;. <..::: y"',' 7 /. 

R6.~ef w. I ~ung . 
President 

lms 

cc Art Dickhoff, Chairman of the Board 



RON MARLENEE 
, MONTANA 

....... S"ur.C10h ClrrICE: 

2·1115 R.,.u.1> hC.U:iE OffiCE BultO,.,,, 

WASH'''''H)I>. DC 20515 
,202, 225-155b 

[ongrt5S of tbe 1!1niteb ~tattS ' 
~;o1l5e of laepresentatibes 

September 12, 1988 

Michele Molloy 
Chairperson 

i.Qlla5Uington, ~<! 20515 

Montana Indian Art and 
Culture Association . 
P. O. Box 2306 
Great Falls, Montana 59403 

Dear Michele: 

MONTANA OffiCES: 

312 9TH STRUT. SOUTH 
GllAT FAl.LI. MT 69406 

.14061 453-3264 

103 NORTH BROADWAY STRUT 
B,WHGS. MT 59101 

1406) 657-6753 
TOLL fRU 

100 332 581i5 

I am pleased the Montana Indian Art and Culture Association 
has asked for my support as it pertains to the Association's 
efforts to obtain federal grants and foundation funding. As 
you know, I am keenly interested in promoting Montana 
artists. 

As I understand it, the primary purpose of your group is to 
establish a communication/service network to support and 
assist, Montana Native American artists who participate in the 
visual, performing and literary arts. In researching the 
group with various well known Native American artists, I have 
been advised there is a need for a strong organization to 
assist Native American artists in creating an awareness of 
what Montana has to offer on a national and international 
basis. Native American art is a viable expansion of our 
history and culture, and as such, the Montana Indian Art and 
Culture Association can help unite Montana artists to allow 
them a better opportunity to present their crafts and other 
forms of art through a variety of art facilities, such as 
museums. Without the Association's help, I have been told it 
is very difficult for the Native American artist to obtain a 
variety of credible exposure in the art circles. 

I commend your efforts in this direction. It is well known 
we must begin from a solid foundation if we are to build a 
strong and lasting program. I believe your group is taking a 
very positive approach and I am proud to lend my support. If 
I can be of further assistance to you; do not hesitate to 
call upon me. 

~~~. :f::::::I1=>~ 

km 
Enclosure 

CUUNms 
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ERIDGER,·FOUNDRY & GALLERY 
HARVEY RAnEY - PAMELA HARA 

August 13, 1988 

Montana Indian Art & Culture Association 
tlichele HoI loy 
17 Ferguson Dr. 
Great Falls, NT 59404 

Dear Nichele: 

INDIAN HORSE CAPTURE 
By Harvey Ratley 
40" High 
Edition of 24 

We'd like to express our appreciation for the excellent job 
the Montana Indian Art ~ Culture Association is doing to promote 
the Native Aillerican Performing & Fine Arts in Montana and for 
providing a central source for out side in'terests seeking infor­
mation in these areas. 

~e have found through out the twenty years we've been in business 
a need to have a central reference source to whom we can refer 
inquires. We have also seen a need among Native American Artists 
to have a newsletter and other forms of networking to keep them 
informed of new ideas, opportunities and developments in their 
fields in the forill of government programs, gallery, traveling 
aud group shows, work shops, scholarships and marketing help 
both locally and internationally. 

We fully support your efforts and hope you'll feel free to call 
o~ us for help in promotion and development of the organization. 

OJ
, ~ Sincerely, 

" f) ~. " 6- JJoJV) 
Pa.aela Harr 

PII:ba 

1460 BEAR CANYON ROAD BOZEMAN, MONTANA 59715 (406) 587-1028 



"Dances 
of 

Earth and Sky" 

• 

''Daystar is unique in ~r field. S~ has 
pioneered t~ use of t~ rich source material of 
Native America, her own ~ritage, as t~ basis 
for creating ~r own art form on t~ concert 
stage. H 

Barry Lynn 
Dancer, Choreographer 

and Master Teachu 

THE BROOKINGS REVIEW: "The message or 
'An American Woman Dances' at its end, 
appears to be more than a forum of cultural 
exchange, and even more. than theatrieal 
entertainment. (It is) a woman celebrating 
herself, her traditions, and her art." (1981) 

EXHIBIT ____ ""'" 

DATE L-If-I'l 
HB d-ty.1;. ~ 

~~7 

IN CONCERT 



Volume One 

BANNACK 
Number One 

FREE PRESS 
.)tBLISHED FOR rEEE DISTRlBCTION BY THE ~lO~TA.t~A DEPARnlENT OF FISH. \v1LDLIFE & PARKS 

GOLD! 
Major Strike on 

Grasshopper Creek 

&nnack of tbe /880 ... 

BANNACK. MONTANA 
During the mid lOOO·s. California 

dominated the western mining scene. 
.0\5 those diggins played out. miner.; 
began to fan oul throughout the 
western states. eventually r6tcll1ng 
southwestern' Montana. 

Qn)uly 28, 1862.)ohn White and 
fellow members of a Colorado based 
"Pike's Peakers" group uncovered 
sizable deposits of placer gold in the 
"'3Iers of Grasshopper Creek. White's 
discovel)' signaled the beginnmg of 
~!ontana's first major gold rush. 
Hundreds of prospectors flocked to the 
area and Bannack was born. 

White's Bar, 
discoveredJuly 28, 
1862, was the first 
recorded mining 
claim in the Montana 
Territory, touching 
off Montana's first 
significant "Gold 
Rush." 

Hopeful miners arrived by various 
routes - the Oregon Trail. the Mullan 
Road. the Fisk Trail. the Salt Lake City 
Road and numerous minor trails. As 
word spread about the Grasshopper 
diggins, Bannack's population ex· 

ploded. Within a year, the boom town 
boasted a population of over 3.000. 

The majority of individuals arriving 
at Bannack hoped to strike it rich in the 
gold fields. Y ct. many chose more 
"stable" occupations, selling various 
supplies and services to miners. It did 
not take long for Bannack to acquire 
such businesses as saloons. blacksmith 
shops, hakeries, stables, me-Jt markets, 
generaJ stores. grocel)' stores. a 
hrewery. an express office. a Chinese 
r"staurant. a howling alley. a billiard 
hall. dance halls, houses of prostitution 
and a jail. The community also sup· 
poned doctors, lawyers and such 
c'T3ftsmen as shoemakers, tailors. 
carpenters, wheelwrights and barbers. 
Bannack was also a focal point for such 
industries as freighting, farming and 
ranching. 

Strike on Alder Gulch 
draws citizens to Vuginia 

City 

Bannack's boom period lasted only 
a shon time. In less than one year. rich 
discoveries in Alder Gulch enticed 
much of its population to the mines 70 
miles to the east. In spite of lIuctuations 
following new or "imagined" strikes. 
Bannack's population remained rela· 
tivelv Stable. The economv remained 
based upon mining, and ath'3flcing 
lec-hnology f<".,.dtedlv breathed new 
life into the community. 

GOVERNMENT 

Lincoln Appoints 
Edgerton 

Montana-Idaho split follows 

The 1860's saw Bannack mature 
politically as well a' economically. In 
1863, President Abraham Uncoln ap· 
pointed Sidney Edgenon as Chief 
Justice of Idaho Territory. The following 
year Edgenon helped to succes..fully 
lobby Congress for a division of Idaho 

Territory. He returned to Bannack as 
Governor of the newly formed Montana 
T ,milOI)'. Edgenon proclaimed Bannack 
the capital and directed elections to 
take place in Qaober, The first Ter· 
rilOrial Legislature met in Bannack on 
December 12. 1864. Bananck's tenure 
as the seat of the territorial government 
was shon·lived. One year later. the 
legislature moved the capital to Virginia 
City. 

Gold Barons stay over in Bannack 

TbIs group ofBannaclt pioneer'S _ man." famous citizens o/Monlanllsucbas Cbas. 
Rumley; mercbant aclivein Repub/icanpoljlics. GranVIlle SIuan; banker,fre/8bler, mncber. 
disco_gold at Gold C11Iek.James f'er8W; Firsljudgeof _nacIt Miner .. Court. Conrrul 
Kohrs; rancberlnDeerJ.odge. Col. IV, IV, De Lacy;en[l.ineerandm4{J_.J.A. __ one 
disco","", Of 1M sliver- slrilte at Argenta. Homer Bevins; prospector, mncber. Malt 
Cmrou;ma-r:bant,freigbter. Samual T. Hauser;banlrer, raiIroadbuikJer, _Territorial 
Govemvr in /885. 

Traditionally held on the next·tt>­
last weekend in July. "Bannack Days" is 
a two·day event providing a glimpse 
into the past. Fronlier crafts. music and 
drama are all featured. A black·powder 
muzzle loader shoot. Sunday church 
,ervices and horse & buAA}' and antique 

AnnualJuIy event 
celebrates 
the history and 
Iifewaysof 
Montana pioneers. 

truck rides also bring the sights and 
sounds of the old west to life. Heany 
pioneer foods are served. including 
buffalo steaks. Come join us, if you can. 
for the next celebration - fun for the 
,,-hole family. 



EXHIBIT---+(+-( __ 
DATE /- /9-;2 
HB etta ~ 
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Dear Chairman Connelly, 

4275 Bloody Dick Road 
Dillon, Montana 59725 
January 19, 1989 

I am a Music and Project Director for the Dillon Junior 
Fiddlers Association from in Beaverhead County. I am testifying 
today on behalf of grant number 324, submitted by the Dillon Jr. 
Fiddlers for a special project grant to tour up to 16 communities 
in Montana with a musical production titled "Rosin Up the Bow - a 
Celebration of Montana History through Fiddle Music". This 
production will combine narration, slides from historic 
photographs, short acting vignettes, singing and dancing, with 
fiddle music played by our group of young people. We will also be 
offering a jam-type concert, which can be presented in almost any 
setting. Educational workshops will be available to communities 
booking the show for parents and teachers who are interested in 
organizing similar music groups. 

Our fiddlers presently range in age from 4 to 16 years old 
and number near fifty. Many of them are state and regional 
contest trophy winners. We have played for over 100 audiences and 
we are almost always asked back for return performances. We have 
played for Governor Schwinden, the Western states Republican 
Governors 'Conference, The National Junior Hereford Association 
Convention, the Western states Rural Mail Carriers Convention, on 
stage at the Lagoon, Utah Amusement Park, as well as picnics, rest 
homes, banquets, family reunions and dances. Our fiddlers love to 
perform. 

Commitment to the group is demonstrated by the fact that 
families travel as much as 90 miles a week to Dillon to jam, learn 
new songs and rehearse. All labor is volunteer and parents help 
with costuming and travel arrangements. The music directors help 
to insure musical quality through a well-developed audition/ 
incentive program. Our philosophy and teaching methods have been 
strongly influenced by the Suzuki method of ear training developed 
by Dr. Suzuki of Japan. Positive reinforcement has produced a 
group that continues to grow each year with very few drop-outs. 
We feel that we are ready to expand our performance capabilities. 
"Rosin Up the Bow" is designed to give our performers an 
opportunity to explore their singing, acting and dancing 
capabilities. I have included a sample page from the script for 
your perusal. This script can be very easily adapted to remain 
timely after the Centennial year. I would be happy to furnish a 
copy of the full script to anyone who would like to see it. 

When we started working on this project, we felt that the 
Statehood Centennial was an ideal time to begin traveling with the 
group. But it is only the vehicle to begin. We plan to become 
capable of representing Montana any place or time. We feel that 
we can use these two years to learn the ropes, .so to speak. The 
Statehood Centennial Commission has sanctioned us and is granting 
us $4000 for this project. We are very grateful for this support, 
but we feel that the scope of what we want to do goes beyond the 
Centennial celebration; this is an ongoing endeavor. 

We were disappointed in the amount of money recommended for 
our project by the Citizen Review Board. However, we went to work 
on-our budqet and cut it rouahlv in h~]f_ Wp hpn~n hu pl;m;n~r;nn 



£XHiBIT ____ _ 
DAT'-E ____ _ 
HB, _____ _ 

any stipend for me and my husband as project directors. All labor 
will now be volunteer. We cut 450 miles from our travel plans and 
worked out a schedule that will permit us to do more shows closer 
to horne thus eliminating $10,280 in travel expenses. Because our 
project is two-pronged - to benefit our kids as performers as well 
as provide quality entertainment, we feel that we should not 
reduce the number of young people going on tour. Also, to do 
"Rosin Up the Bow", as written, we need to travel with at least 40 
people. Our accompanists have agreed to serve as chaperones, and 
the only other adults going will be assisting with costumes, props 
and technical equipment. We will take our beginners on a rotation 
basis, and we will seek discounts at fast food and motel chains. 
We can feed the kids for $10 a day instead of $14 and 'sleep 6 to a 
room. We are investigating the possibility of housing the kids in 
homes in host communities. By getting used slide projectors we 
can eliminate $727 from our equipment budget. We can make more of 
our lighting equipment ourselves. The big problem is sound. For 
roughly $2000 we can beef up our existing sound system and make 
do, however, as Michael Korn succinctly put it,"the only thing 
worse than bad music is bad sound equipment." 

This is why we are appealing to you to consider giving us 
$4000 more than what the citizen review board suggested. This is 
still less than a third of our request and we could be sure of 
having adequate sound equipment both for this project and future 
tours. We have tried hard to cut our budget and still do this 
project. We are seeking $6000 in Corporate support instead of 
$3000. I have letters ready to go out to 5 foundations who might 
help us with this kind of a project. 

We will be grateful for any assistance that you grant us, and 
do our best to serve the state of Montana well. The perpetuation 
of old-time fiddle music like any other folk art depends on 
keeping interest in that art alive, not only among listeners, but 
among young performers who will pass the tradition on to their 
children. I can think of no better investment in Montana's future 
than to help support this art form that is a part of our heritage 
and should be a part of our future. Your support of "Rosin Up the 
Bow" will be very much appreciated. 

8i cerely, 

~ 
Jean Tilton James 
Music/Project Director 
Dillon Jr. Fiddlers Association 
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Mary Ellen Connelly, Chairman 
Long Range Planning Committee 
Montana Legislature 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Representative Connelly: 

January 10, 1989 
Box 578 
Chinook, MT 59523 

We are writing in regard to our application for grant assistance 
from the Montana Cultural and Aesthetic Projects Grant Program. 
Our organization is planning an international exhibition of Japanese 
flower arranging, which will be held at Northern Montana College 
in July, 1989. In addition to NMC, we are receiving assistance 
from private foundations and individuals. In conjunction with our 
exhibition, NMC will conduct a one-day seminar devoted to a review 
of Montana-Japan cultural and trade relations. The city of Havre 
graciously agreed to sponsor our application to the Cultural and 
Aesthetic Program. 

We requested $3,000 from the Cultural and Aesthetic Program. 
We were pleased to see that the guidelines included special pro­
visions for applicants. requesting less than $4,500. The Cultural 
and Aesthetic Advisory Committee recommended that the Legislature 
award $1,000 for our project. 

While we appreciate the support, we do not understand why the 
Advisory Committee reduced our request by 67 percent. If they felt 
our project had merit, we think that full funding would have been 
justified. If, on the other hand, the Committee had determined 
that our project had little value, a recommendation of zero funding 
would have been more logical. 

An effort to encourage applications from small communities 
in Montana's more rural areas was obviously the intent behind the 
adoption of the abbreviated guidelines for small requests. To 
slash our request by two-thirds and then expect us to adhere to 
several coritingencies only defeats that intent. 

We would like to appear before your Committee to read this 
letter and to answer questions. But because many of our members I 
work and it is a 440 mile round trip to Helena, we are not sure I( 
that we will be able to be present when your Committee reviews our 
application on January 19th. If we are unable to attend, Senator 
Greg Jergeson will appear before your Committee and read this letter. 
We hope that the Committee will consider restoring the $2,000 that 
was cut from our request. 

Sincerely, 

c;rp1{~/l") m (! ~~'7J 
Marilyn McPherson, Chairman 
Centennial Ikebana Exhibition Committee . 

cc: Senator Greg Jergeson 
Representative Francis Bardanouve 
Representative Ray Peck 
Representative Bob Bachini 



MONTANA STATE UBRARY 

STAN STEPHENS, GOVERNOR 
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1515 E. 6TH AVENUE 

- STATE OF MONTANA-----
(406) 444-3115 

January 1 9, 1 989 

Senator Matt Himsl 
Montana State Capitol 
Helena 
Montana 59620 

Dear Senator Himsl: 

HELENA. MONTANA 59620 

This is in response to the question you asked during the Long Range 
Planning Joint Subcommittee meeting today. 

We spoke with David Girshick, Director of the Montana Historical So­
ciety Library and Archives. He indicated that the Historical Society 
has no comprehensive index of the Flathead Courier. The only Montana 
newspaper indexed retrospectively is the Great Falls Tribune. Montana 
State University also has an ongoing newspaper indexing project, but 
it does not include the Flathead Courier. Apparently the only infor­
mation on computer is a statewide listing of Montana newspapers, in­
dicating in which libraries these newspapers are held, and for how 
long. 

Mr. Girshick indicated that the Historical Society Library would like 
to receive a copy of the indexing of the Flathead Courier upon comple­
tion. 

If we can provide any additional information, please do not hesitate 
to call upon us. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Miller 
State Librarian 

RM:mjw 
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I.tacilll:: The .lides durilll: this IlarratiOll should depict Butte 
111 the early days) 

Narrator: 'Gold was not the only mineral to bring riches to 
Montana. Great copper deposits found high in the,mountains near 

•. the Continental Divide were to brin, wealth to a few, and work to 
.------- '--many:--"Butte; Montana I ,- What' 'a~'Cl ty r---rhill' was- trtily~eiiie-rtlr:n:-ig:-;;----

\. 

pot of the Rockies. Serbians, Finns, Albanians, Russians, 
'Greeks, the Chinese, the Irish, Welsh, and the Scotts. Miners 
from allover the world came, to dig the copper ore out of the 
"richest hill on earth". Tunnels still twist and turn beneath 
the City, ,a honeycomb of intr1cate engineering. How closely this 
maze parallels the political gyrations of the Copper Kings. 
Marcus Daly and William C. Clark, power barons who,flavored 
Montana polit1cs for decades, sealed into the fabric of their 
success the corruption we Montanans both decry and grudgingly 
admire. The outlaw who succeeds, the badman who gets away with 
it - we try to jail him and then write him into our ballads. We 
had beCOlRe', a state in 1889 and we were ready to come of age. The 
battle over our capitol saw it all ••• bribes, payoffs and 
scandal, and when the dust cleared over Last Chance Gulch, we 
took Helena into our hearts, but we kept Butte in our souls. We 
are proud of our mixed heritage and if we all become Irish on St 
Paddy's day, we are really celebrating our own ethnic origins. 

And what fun we have hadl Columbia Gardens - if'the mines 
were a manifestation of our ,reed and mismanagement, Columbia 
Gardens spoke of our need for beauty. Here a miner and his 
family could forget the sound of dynamite, could have a day of 
rest before facing the dust and tunnel collapses. We remember 
that carousel in a haze of green ,rass, parasols,' and lec 0 
mutton sleeves, a turn of the century lyric. 

I.tacllll:: tiD flllUes enter carryilll: picnic basketa, blankets, 
fiddles, and • carousel borse 08 a atllld llhich vUl.11P1y 
provide flavor. tbey spread their picnica out IIi til .n air of 
festivity. tbere is an 1rish filii, vlt11 father In a derby bat 
and • creen tie, a .other and tllO chlldren; and there is a Jcota 
fllil, vlt11 f.ther in • til lIitb tartan tbrolln OYer b1s shoulder, 
a IOther and ODe child. I 

Ir.ish father: A pleasant Fourth of July to you James McPherson, 
and how's the missus? 

Scottish mother: I'll be a'nswerin' that myself, Patrick 0' Shea. 
I'. feelin', quite fine. 

Irish father: 
tippiq lIis bat) 

Top of the mornin' to ya, Mrs. McPherson. The smell of those 
scones is enough to drive a man wild. 

Irish mother: Now Patrick, are ya after finding somethin better 
than m'pasties, cuz if ya are, then I think I might be sendin' ya 
packin' • 

/this is said vlt11 a ,ood llatured saile). 

Scottish father: O'Shea, did you bring your fiddle? 

Irish Father: That an I did, McPherson, for it's a cold day 
below when a good irishman can't out fiddle a scotsman. 

~',_ ~<?ot,~!IllL£ather I, Ar&.JQJ!..~illE1.ndn£, me ,to a COMest, O' Shea. 
because, if ya are, I've cot a pint of good scotch whiskey that 
says I can play circles around ya. 

Irish Father: And I've got a jug of good Irish whiskey that says 
you're whistlin' up your sleeve. 

IStlee: TIley place tbeir vhiste, 1n tbe center oC the Ucbted 
area, and then eet their fiddles and stand back to back. I 

Scottish father: 
lnoddlne to the audience) 

We'll let the folks out there be our judge. 

Irish father: You go first McPherson. 

(Stace: lihUe IIcPbersOD and O'Shea ph, " Scotland the Brave" 
Ill'.I "Irish lIashel'lll!lan" or ·SWallowtail J1c "respectively, the 
scottish child dances a bicb1and "line and tbe irisb children do 
• 'Ur. The backerOUDd fiddlers lIill phy alooc vith tbeI.l 

":~"(--,-•....... 
. .. ".': 
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CASCADE COUNTY 

ARTISTS SPEAK 
#355 

EXHI8IT __ ' ... !O~ ___ =_._ .. 

DATE /-:1(- It I 

trtd ~ HB-----!J..,.,.,...~..3:......w6-5 

Artists Speak is a project to publish a quality, color 
handbook that will be used as a tool for educating the public 
about the relevance and meaning of contemporary art. Montana 
has some of the best artists in the country and many of them 
are receiving national attention. This handbook will enhance 
the ability of the people to understand and treasure what we 
have here. 

The book will document the anS\'I'ers of approximately 27 
Montana artists to two basic questions, one on viewing a~t and 
one on making ar~. It will contain color reproductions of work 
by these same artists. The format will be simple and easy to 
read. The book may be used by students, parents, teachers, 
art center docents and visitors, artists, and the public in 

general. The handbook ferm makes it excellent for Belf-instructional 
use and for use in rural areas where there may not be easy access 
to art centers and art specialists. 

... . PURPOSE 
A. TO EDUCATE 

E. 

" v. 

1. Used by 
a. The public - Self-instructional aspect. 
b. Students - Instructional tool for teachers to 

stimulate thought in st~dents 
c. Teachers - Use as curriculum to do In-Service 
d. Artists - Use to trigger thought ana metamorphosis 

for their own work 
2. Used tJ 

a. 
b. 
c. 

n" .:J~scuss 

Compare 2nd c0ntra2L 
Find parallels 

d. 
e. 
f. 

C:as~ify by: phiL)sophy, aesthetics, emotional distance 
Paint from 
Writ.: from 

TO r~!Al\.~ K~01,<lLEDGE OF VISUAL ART f10RE ACCESSIBLE TO TIE 
?UE1IC THROUGH: 
1 • Format - Easy to read, unintimidating 
2. Tool that may be easily used in rural areas 
TO DOCm-'lEN~ 

1. Ideas of ~'iontana artists of consequence 
2. V~ "~la.:. expression of these same artists 



CASCADE COUNTY 

II. FORMAT 
A. A portfolio quality softcover handbook approximately 

5~"X 8';''' and 60 pages 
B. At the beginning, two simple questions posed to artists: 

Viewing art 
Making art 

C. Each artist's response on one page with a color reproduction 
of work by that artist on the opposing page 

D. Conducive to. thumbing through to any page rather than 
having to read from cover to cover 

E. Inexpensive enough to purchase easily 
III. SALE .AND DICTRIBUT:m! will be statewide through: 

school districts 
art centers 
galleries 
museums 
arts councils 
mailing lists 
bookstores 

This will be a ~ontana produced book docu~enting Montana artists 
for use by the public and in f-iontana institutions. 

* Contingency: Consultation has been done with sales outlets 
and distributors and the cost has been figured 
in the budget. 
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Free Lance Writer 
Route 2 Box.B1 

Libby. Montano 59923 

HB e'f.~ i;-
...:JfR 

Paula Darko 
c/o Capitol Station 
Helena, Mt. 59620 

Dear Paula: 

[406] 293·7916 

January 13, 1989 

Enclosed please find a copy of each of the Libby M.l.A. Writers 
books, a copy of the hearing information which we received, a 
history of the Libby M.I.A. Writer's Group and a two page portion 
of the grant proposal which I sent in originally. 

We appreciate your willingness to speak on our behalf. We feel 
that the book quality has improved in style and content with each 
successive book. That is obvious when they are looked at chronolog­
ically. I do not know why the committee was "concerned about the 
quality" of our previous work. Where did thay see it - what is 
this comment based upon? We feel that we are improving and this 
next book promises to be even better than "Echoes". 

We also want the committee to know that we have consulted with 
the Montana Historical Society, the Forest Service Archives, the 
Lincoln County Librarian, the Lincoln County Clerk and Recorders 
Office and the Lincoln County Superintendent of Public Schools 
among others in our research projects. We feel that some of these 
could be considered "qualified historians". We will keep their 
recommendations under advisement. 

We do agree with the committee recommendation that the cost of 
the book could be raised to help generate additional funds. We 
would like the committee to consider $3000 funding for this 
project rather than the $1500 in their recommendation. We will 
need to search for additional help if only the $1500 is given. 
Please try and emphasize to the committee that this is a "centennial 
project" which we want to coincide with Montana's 1989 Centennial 
Year. 

Again, many thanks for going before the committee on our behalf. 
We hope that it will be successful for at least the $1500 and 
hopefully more. If you have any questions please feel free to 
call me. I am the immediate past president of the group and in 
charge of grant writing and procurement of book funds. 

Sincerely, . 

Yn~~/LR~J)U 
Mary Fre~erickson 
1380 Hwy 37 
Libby, Mt. 59923 



LIBBY M.I.A. WRITERS GROUP HISTORY 

The Libby Montana Institute of the Arts writers 

EXHIBII-.L, __ "-. 
DATE !if1. --:"1:=1 
I:lB _ .. -~ 

Group was I 
organized in 1954. Its members meet twice a month and membership 

is open to anyone interested in creative writing. It incorporated 

in March 1976 and received its non-profit status that same year. 

During the late 50's the group presented programs of original 

fiction and poetry on "Morn Schermerhorn's Kitchen Hour" over Libby's 

radio station, KLCB. After Governor John M. Bonner proclaimed 

October 15th Montana State Poetry Day, the group began to sponsor 

poetry contests and still bi-annaully sponsors the Lincoln County 

Poetry Contest. 

In 1974 the Libby Writers Group published their first book, 

"Times We Remember". The 104 page volume, illustrated by western 

artist Hank Lawshe, was the result of personal interviews with 

Lincoln County pioneers. Their second book, "In the Shadow of the 

Cabinets" carne out in 1976. True accounts of the lives of early 

day settlers in the area are told in the 158 pages and more than 

80 photos. 

In 1982, "The Shining Tree" was published. This 86 page book 

is a Christmas anthology. The book gets its name from the 99 foot 

Engelmann spruce tree that went from Libby to the White House in 

washington D.C. in 1958. The book is a collection of original 

poems and stories. 

"Echoes Along the Kootenai" was published in 1985. This 200 

page book with 150 photos, also contains stories of the lives of 

settlers who carne to Lincoln County at least 50 years ago. All 

four books have had second printings. Members receive no income 

for their intensive research, writing and editing. Income from 

the sale of books is used for reprinting and for additional 

books. Preserving Montana history is their reward. 



GRANT PROPOSAL FOR LIBBY M.I.A. WRITERS 

SUMMARY: 
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The Libby Montana Institute of the Arts Writers Group is 

dedicated to preserving the history of Montana and specifically 

the history of Lincoln County. To this end the group has written 

and published four books over the past 12 years. A fifth book is 

proposed with the anticipated publication date to coincide with 

the state centennial celebration in 1989. Pioneers and early 

settlers are interviewed and their stories recorded. Historical 

documents and records are checked for accuracy and to validate the 

stories written. Previously published books have been sold to 

provide seed money for the next writing project. Rising cost of 

paper and printing has exhausted the group's funds. "Echoes Along 

The Kootenai", the most recent book was reprinted in 1987 and the 

continuing sales of that volume will only cover the remaining printing 

costs. A grant of $4500 will enable the Libby M.I.A. Writers Group to 

publish their next book, "Pages From the Past". 

PROGRAM GOAL: 

To collect and preserve the cultural history of Montana, in 

particular Lincoln County. 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES: 

Very few books and periodicals exist with an in depth history of 

the pioneer efforts in settling Lincoln County. Our goal is to preserve 

our historical heritage through interviews with the pioneers and 

their families who came to live in the northwestern part of Montana. 

These records will be saved by producing 2000 copies of an easy to read, 

220 page book complete with 50 photos. 



METHODS: 

The 15 members of the Libby M.I.A. Writers Group each conduct 

three to four interviews or research studies and write the resulting 

stories. The writing is then edited and rewritten by members of the 

group for readability and interest. Photos which enhance the stories 

are included. After the maunscripts are ready, bids are requested and ~ 
a publisher located. 

~ At the present time, members are conducting research and interviews. 

Some of the stories to be included in "Pages From the Past"are: The ~ 

1910 Fire, The Kootenai Indians and the pipes they made from stone 

found in Pipe Creek near Libby, Montana, early settlers in the Yaak, ~ 

and Bootlegging through Northwest Montana from Canada to Idaho 

during prohibition. 

While the books written by the Libby M.I.A. Writers are of 

particular value to those in the northwest area, they are also 

of interest to many other Montanans. Copies of their books are in 

the State Historical Society, the Library of Congress,schools and 

local libraries throughout Montana as well as in the collections 

of many private citizens. 

It is anticipated that the book will be published in 1989. 

The project should be completed during 1989 while book sales will 

continue throughout the three year grant period. 
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Madam Chair and members of the Long Range Planning Committee, for 
the record, my name is Karyn Collins. I am the Executive 
Director of Very Special Arts Montana in Missoula, MT. I am 
testifying on behalf of grant #352, submitted by Very Special 
Arts Montana for a special project grant. The application is to 
provide funds for Very Special Arts Montana staff development and 
support, and to continue the Training for Montana Artists program 
which was initiated in 1987, and continued in 1988. 

Very Special Arts Montana is a non-profit organization 
established to provide accessible quality arts activities and 
experiences for persons with disabilities. This is accomplished 
through the training of teachers, service providers, parents, 
artists, and volunteers, and through participation in Very 
Special Arts Festivals and special projects. Very Special Arts 
Montana is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. 

The Montana Arts Council Citizens Committee recommended that Very 
Special Arts Montana receive no funding from the Cultural and 
Aesthetics Project grant fund. I am here today to appeal for 
reconsideration of that recommendation. 

Very Special Arts Montana has a history of funding from both the 
Montana Arts Council and Cultural and Aesthetics Project grants. 
Our track record has been good, and I suggest that the decision 
to suspend funding at this time in the organization's 
development is inappropriate. To quote the committee in its 
recommendations, Very Special Arts Montana is in a "critical 
stage of development." This is an accurate observation by the 
committee, a fact known to the Very Special Arts Montana Board of 
Directors, and a valid reason to recommend funding. The Board of 
Directors of Very Special Arts Montana has recently evaluated its 
history and current situation and has chosen, through its 
positive actions, to emerge a viable organization. A need was 
recognized to organize and move the organization forward, and the 
changes which have taken place in the corporation since the 
application for this grant was submitted have been significant. 
The Board of Directors has expanded from a group of five 
participants to a Board of 18 energetic and excited individuals 
from throughout the state who have an enthusiastic commitment to 
the goals and objectives of Very Special Arts Montana. Working 
committees have been formed, and a fund raising committee has 
been put into action. An Advisory Council has been established, 
and a board training process and a strategic planning process 
have commenced. Very Special Arts Montana is poised for growth, 
and anxious to provide an important service to the state of 
Montana, and to contribute to the quality of life for persons 
with disabilities in our state. 

'\ 
; 
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Legislative Testimony 
Very Special Arts Montana 
Cultural and Aesthetic Project 
January 19, 1989 

In addition to updating your committee on the recent progress our 
organization has made in terms of revitalization, I would like to 
also briefly respond to some of the concerns of the citizens 
committee. It is noted in the committee's comments that Very 
Special Arts Montana has an application in to the Montana Arts 
Council for SOS funds. Our initiative in pursuing these funds 
and in seeking the expertise of the Montana Arts Council staff, 
in the hope of improving our organization, should only help to 
illustrate our serious pursuit of revitalization. Concern was 
expressed with the lack of special education training on the VSAM 
staff. Special education interests are represented on the Board 
of Directors, where they most effectively should be represented. 
The only staff person for Very Special Arts Montana is the 
Executive Director, a position that is clearly an administrative 
one which requires management skills. A leap in annual 
expenditures, noted by the citizens committee, is indicated in 
the application because it is necessary to adequately fund the 
staff position and to continue programming of any kind. It is not 
a friv~lous or capricious proposition. Rapid staff transitions 
due to a lack of funding have been a source of some of the recent 
difficulties in the organization. Demonstration projects are 
suggested in the recommendations, rather than expansion of the 
program, but the meaning of this request is unclear to us. 

The Very Special Arts Montana Board of Directors, "in a critical 
stage oz its development," has taken the initiative to revive its 
organization and its program in Montana. We are unique in what 
we can provide zor our state, and our potential is great. Very 
Special Arts Montana is here today to put the citizens committee 
and the Montana legislature on notice that we believe that we 
provide an essential service to this state in providing arts 
experiences zor persons with disabilities. We believe in our 
organization, we believe we should be funded at this time, and we 
will return for funding in zuture years. 

Thank you. 

For your information, I have provided copies of the list of 
members of our newly expanded Board of Directors, our Advisory 
Council, and other information about Very Special Arts Montana. 



£XHIBIT_ ~ 
DATE /-17 - 3,1 
HB_ {!, t/. tl ~ 

o ~c:L-

~"""'1"c -

M9NTANA ~,~~~ 



" ... ' (fG\ 
\VJA~I' VERY 

esJI"" SPECIAL 

EXHI BIT_.i"J".;:r""'!'-_ 

DATE 1-lf-;7 I 
HB etl. a ~ 
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MONTANA 

Enrlchlrig the lives of people with disabilities 

Welcome to the World 
of 

Very Special Arts 

If you haven't heard about us, we would like to introduce you to our 
organization and our programs. . 

We develop and sponsor integrated art festivals for special needs 
populations. 

We encourage and provide art training for artists and special 
educators and those who work with persons with disabilities. 

We encourage awareness of the benefits of the arts for special needs 
populations. 

We provide opportunities for artists with disabilities to showcase their 
art. 

We are an affiliate of the national Very Special Arts organization, an 
educational program of the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, founded by Jean Kennedy Smith. 

For further information, feel free to contact us: 

VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA 
33 Corbin Hall 

University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 59812 

33 Corbin Hall • University of Montana • Missoula, MT 59812 • (406) 243-4847 



VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

JANUARY, 1989 

Virginia Browne 
2500 McDowell Drive 
Missoula, MT 59802 
(Parent) 

Jack Chambers 
Director, Opportunity Industries 
1005 Marshall 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(Opportunity Industries) 

Marilyn Coffee, Secretary 
P.O. Box 966 
Polson, MT 59860 
(Piano Instructor) 

Ann Cogswe 11 
1108 Adobe Drive 
Great Falls, MT 59405 
(Vocalist, Piano Instructor) 

John Corwin 
Account Executive 
First Bank Southside Missoula 
Drawer H 
Missoula, MT 59806 
(Banker) 

Patricia Easton 
602 East Poindexter 
Dillon, MT 59725 
(Western MT College Art Museum) 

Michael Jakupcak 
Director of Outreach and Training 
Montana UAP--University of Montana 
33 Corbin Hall 
Missoula, MT 59812 
(Montana UAP) 

Karen Kaufmann 
223 West Kent 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(Dancer) 

Zoe Kelley 
520 South 5th East 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(U of M--Prof. of Music Education) 

Phillip Marsh 
612 South 4th Street West 
Missoula, MT 59801-2628 
(Consumer) 

Bob Maffit 
Independent Living Coordinator 
SRS Rehab Serv./Visua1 Services Div. 
P.O. Box 4210 
Helena, MT 59604 
(Consumer, Musician, Visual Serv.) 

Rick Offner, President 
Director, Montana UAP 
33 Corbin Hall 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 59812 
(Montana UAP) 

Greg Olsen 
Executive Director 
Montana DDPAC 
25 Ewing 
Helena, MT 59602 
(Developmental Disabilities Council) 

Charles Page, Ph.D. 
Director, Missoula Community 

Rehabilitation Center 
Fort Missoula Road 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(Rehab il Hat i on) 

Jodel Petroni 
Education Director 
Butte Sheltered Workshop 
207 South Montana Street 
Butte, MT 59701 
(Sheltered Workshop) 

Marty Stetler 
4521 South Avenue West 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(Parent) 

Virginia Thane 
136 Hillcrest Loop 
Missoula, MT 59802 
(Community Involvement) 

Ginny Therriault 
P.O. Box 416 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
(Parent) . 



VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

JANUARY, 1989 

Jeff Hall 
Missoula Community Theatre 
221 E. Front 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Maeta Kapl an 
201 East Central Avenue 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Mike Mayer, Director 
SUMMIT Independent Living Center 
1280 South 3rd St. West 
Missoula~ MT 59801 

Lee Morrison 
Lee Morrison Gallery 
200 South 3rd West 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Judy Murphy 
4700 Lupine Road 
Missoula, MT 59803 

Carl Smart 
Fine Arts Director 
School District One 
1700 South Avenue West 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Karl Stein 
2070 Blodgett Lane 
Arlee, MT 59821 

(Community Theatre) 

(Grant Wd ter) 

(Consumer, SUMMIT) 

(Artist) 

(Recreational 
Therapist) 

(School District 1) 

(Artist) 



VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMITTEES 

JANUARY, 1989 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

President - Rick Offner 

Vice-President - Karen Kaufmann 

Secretary - Marilyn Coffee 

Treasurer - Zoe Kelley 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE: 

3 members, to be appointed by the President in June of each year 
to prepare member and officer slates for the annual meeting in 
September. 

PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE: 

Karen Kaufmann, Chair 
Marty Stetler 
Marilyn Coffee 

Bob Maffit 
Greg Olsen 
Jodel Petroni 

FUND DEVELOPMENT/FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 

John Corwin, Chair 
Zoe Kelley, Treasurer 
Phil Marsh 

PUBLIC AWARENESS: 

Jack Chambers, Chair 
Charlie Page 
Ginny Thane 

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE: 

Mike Jakupcak 
Patrici a Easton 
Ginny Browne 

Ann Cogswell 
Ginny Therriault 

To be appointed as needed. This committee will include District 
Coordinators and representatives of volunteer groups. 



VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

TERMS OF OFFICE 

Members are elected at the annual meeting of the corporation in 

September of each year. 

9/90 9/91 9/92 

Virginia Browne Ann Cogswell Mari lyn Coffee 

Jack Chambers John Corwin Patrici a Easton 

Bob Maffit Greg Olsen Michael Jakupcak 

Phillip Marsh Charles Page Karen Kaufmann 

Marty Stetler Jode1 Petroni Zoe Kelley 

Virginia Thane Ginny Therriault Rick Offner 



T 'tJIs~ 
ARlS 

MONTANA 
Enriching the lives of people with disabilities 

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT 

Very Special Arts Montana exists to enhance, through the arts, the 

quality of life for persons with disabilities. Quality, noncompetitive 

experiences in the arts, designed to engage participants in expression 

and the development of artistic skills, are components of the Very 

Special Arts Montana program. The Very Special Arts Montana program 

also provides art-process training and technical assistance to those 

agencies and individuals who currently or potentially can provide art-

re lated servi ces to persons with mental and/or phys i ca 1 challenges. 

Participation at a Very Special Arts Festival provides the setting for 

the culmination of the Very Special Arts Montana programming. 

33 Corbin Hall • University of Montana • Missoula, MT 59812 • (406) 243-4847 
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ARTS 
MONTANA 

enriching the Jives of people with dlsablJltles 

MISSION STATEMENT 

~ SPECIAL ~ ~MO;;..;N;.;..;T~AN=A 

To enable persons who have disabilities to experience, participate 

in, or contribute to quality, non-competitive activities in the arts, 

by empowering communities to provide sustained Very Special Arts 

Montana programming. This programming will maximize integration of 

the non-disabled community and persons with disabilities. 

33 Corbin Hall • University of Montana • Missoula, MT 59812 • (406) 243-4847 



HISTORY OF 

VERY SPECIAL ARTS MONTANA 

, 
Very Special Arts Montana is a nonprofit organization esta·bl ished to provide 

accessible quality arts experiences for persons with disabilrties through the 
training of teachers, service providers, parents, artists, and volunteers, and 
~hrough participation .in Very Special Arts Festivals and special projects. 

Very Special Arts Montana began in 1979 as a special project proposed to the 
National Committee for Arts for the Handicapped, by Nancy Brooks Schmitz, 
Associate Professor of Drama/Dance at the University of Montana. The proposal 
included training and involving Magic Movers, a professional dance/drama company 
affiliated with the University of Montana, with 250 special education students 
in Missoula and Missoula County in an intensive twenty-week creative drama and 
movement program. The project received funding for 1980-81. Teacher in-service 
programs were also offered under the project. An advocacy video tape and 
teacher training manual "To Feel, To Move, To Dance" was developed by the pro­
ject director. Portions of this film were shown in May, 1981 on the Today Show 
with introduction by Jean Kennedy Smith and Dr. Ernest Boyer. 

In 1981, an additional special project was funded by NCAH to explore pairing 
gifted students with students with disabilities to develop a performance project. 
This performance project toured five elementary schools in Missoula, two Very 
Special Arts Festivals in Cheney and Tacoma, Washington, and the Ablefest in 
Nelson, British Columbia. A guide book "Bear, Princess, and Enchantments" was 
developed for teachers interested in developing similar projects. Two perfor­
mances were documented on video tape. A total of three thousand people viewed 
the performances of this group. 

Recognizing the need for ongoing advocacy and programs in the arts to meet 
the needs of persons with disabilities, Magic Movers applied for and was sub-

- sequently granted funding by NCAH and the Montana Arts Council for 1982-83 
to establish the first Montana Very Special Arts Festival program. This program 
included two regional festivals, Western Montana Very Special Arts Festival 
in Missoula and Eastern Montana Very Special Arts Festival in Glendive. Addi­
tionally, two mini-festivals were held in Billfngs and Forsyth. Four teacher 
in-service workshops were offered at each of these sites. The programs served 
1,000 children, youth, and adults, including the state training school in 
Glendive. In addition, special adaptable materials in the arts were developed 
for distribution statewide by the Office of Public Instruction to Teachers. 

At the beginning of the 1983-84 year, the Very Special Arts Festival Program 
was separated administratively from Magic Movers and was established as a non­
profit organization under the title of "Very Special Arts Montana." The program 
under the direction of Nancy Brooks Schmitz and assisted by Donna Booth was 
granted funds by NCAH and MAC. Additional funding was provided by donations 

-from businesses and ~rivate citizens. The program served 1,500 children, youth, 
and adults at festivals and demonstration sites and provided training programs 
for teachers, parents, care-providers, and artists. Various festivals were 
held including the Western Montana Very Special Arts Festival in Missoula, the 
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Eastern Montana Very Special Arts Festival in Miles City, and the Sweet Pea 
Festival in Bozeman. Training workshops totaling forty hours of instruction 
were held in Missoula and Miles City. Additionally, the program supported a 
group of elementary students in the Hearing Impaired Class Missoula District #1 
to perform and to participate in the National Very Special Arts Festival in 
Washington, D.C. at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts .in May, 1984. 

During the 1984-85 year, Very Special Arts Montana received funding through 
grants from NCAH, MAC, and the Office of Public Instruction. The state program 
was administered by Donna Booth. Nancy Brooks Schmitz was responsible for pro­
ject oversight. Four large regional Very Special Arts Festivals were held in 
Miles City, Missoula, Browning, and Bozeman serving over two thousand persons 
with disabilities. A mini-festival was held at Hamilton. Four teacher, parent, 
and care-provider training workshops and one artist training workshop were held. 
Numerous advocacy activites were carried out. Focus for the the year was placed 
on developing a larger Board of Directors with a wide variety of backgrounds, 
skills, and interests in order to provide greater input and ability to plan 
and fund raise. 

Programming for 1985-86 included the continuation of Very Special Arts 
Festivals at sites in Western (Kalispell), Eastern (Miles City), and Central 
(Hamilton and Missoula) Montana. VSAM was funded through Cultural and Aesthetic 
Grants in order to provide technical assistance with volunteer and artist 
training at community arts festivals throughout the state. A Board of Directors' 
retreat was held in June, 1986, where a variety of topics were addressed, 
including Board development and the setting of priorities for VSAM. Nancy 
Brooks Schmitz left Montana. Donna Booth resigned as Executive Director and 
Patricia Easton was hired as the new Executive Director in October, 1986. 
Another Board of Directors' planning retreat was held in September of 1987, and 
specific goals and objectives were defined for the future of Very Special Arts 
Montana. The VSAM office was moved into the complex housing the Montana 
Affiliated Program Satellite on the University of Montana campus. MUAPS pro­
vided VSAM with needed technical and advisory assistance. 

The 1987-88 year finds VSAM regrouping for growth. A new Executive 
Director, Karyn Collins, was hired in February, 1988. As program emphasis 
shifts from festivals to training, only two festivals have been held in the 
state--one in Hamilton and one in Missoula. With the assistance of a Cultural 
and Aesthetic Grant from the Montana Arts Council, a "Training for Montana 
Artists" workshop was held in conjunction with the Missoula Festival. Maureen 
Craighill-Moran, an art therapist and coordinator for the Kansas Arts Resource 
Training System in Kansas, facilitated the session along with Montana artists, 
Karen Kaufmann and Angie Leprohon. Staff and Board training has been emphasized 
also. In October of 1987, Karen Kaufmann, a VSA artist and a member of the 
Board of Directors, attended liThe Kansas Seminar on Accessible Arts" in 
Lindsborg, Kansas and in July of 1988, Karyn Collins, Executive Director, ~ill 
be attending the Western Arts Management Institute in Ashland, Oregon. In 
August, the VSAM Board of Directors will be contracting with Zoe Kelley, a 
member of the Board of Directors and Associate Professor in the Department of 
Music at the University of Montana, to write a curriculLm entitled "Arts for the 
Disabled." It is planned that this course will be offered through the University 
of Montana Continuing Education Department and will then be offered to educators 
throughout the state of Montana. 
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